December News 2021
From the President, Peter Riley
To begin with I am delighted to be able to say that WNS continues to go from strength to strength despite the ongoing issues
with the pandemic. Our Winter Programme has clearly been affected not least due to the ongoing situation at Christchurch
where understandable attendance restrictions continue to mean our ‘Indoor’ Meetings are all Webinars – this looks highly likely
to continue for the remainder of the Programme through to March. Notwithstanding this difficulty our Webinars have generally
been of a high standard attracting a good audience supplemented by views of past talks available on the website.

Membership

Subscriptions/Donations

Our Membership numbers have increased yet again
due to a reassuringly high rate of renewals plus a
steady stream of new intake. We are so grateful for
your support as the more members we have the
more money we have, to support local natural history/conservation projects. Over the past year we have
helped some twenty of these projects covering a wide
spectrum including assisting local environment groups
such as Wildlife Friendly Otley, Addingham Environment Group and the Grass Wood Working Party.

You will be pleased to hear that your Committee have again agreed
to recommend to the AGM that the Annual Subscription should
remain unchanged at £12-50. I hope you will agree that this is exceptional value for money so if you are able to top it up with a donation this would of course be much appreciated. Just as importantly
do please also bear in mind that, if you can persuade friends/
acquaintances to join at this time, the Subscription will take them
through to March 2023.

Bequests
I am pleased to be able to report a most generous Bequest to the
Society from Barbara Akam, a long-standing and enthusiastic Society member who sadly died earlier this year. We will ensure that this
money is used wisely in accordance with Barbara’s wishes and the
Society’s objectives. When considering a Will do please bear WNS
in mind as you know we will put any bequest to good use.

AGM

I am delighted to be able to give you advance warning
that you will shortly receive a Christmas Quiz compiled by our Vice President, Ian Brand. It is an excellent mix of easier and more difficult questions designed
to keep you entertained through the holiday season.
Many thanks to Ian, and I do hope it
gives our members great pleasure to
work through.

Our next AGM will take place on 22nd March 2022 by
Webinar and I do hope you will join us not least because we need at least 10% of our Members to
attend to be quorate! An Agenda is attached. Unfortunately the Diana Penny Presentation about Rhino
Conservation in Zululand has had to be postponed. A
replacement Speaker will be announced in due
course.
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Members’ Contact Details and Email Addresses

Committee Membership

I would like to ask all Members to please ensure their contact
details are up to date especially their email addresses. It is a
matter of real concern that there are still some Members for
whom we do not have email addresses and who therefore do
not receive our regular communications, such as the weekly
’Nature Notes’, and who have not been able to access our regular Webinars. I promise you that, if we do have your email
address, you will not be overwhelmed and
this will give you free and easy access to
our Webinars.

I am delighted to be able to report that all Committee
Members and Officers have agreed to continue
through the 2022/23 Year – it has been a huge pleasure
and privilege to work with such an engaged and committed team of people and continuance in their roles
should ensure another productive year. The same can
of course be said about our Recorders who perform
such an invaluable role and who, even as I write, are
busy producing their 2021 Annual Reports.

Work Parties
Work Parties are fully up and running at all the local nature reserves that we support namely Ben
Rhydding Gravel Pits, Gallows Hill (Otley), Grass Wood, Otley Wetland Nature Reserve and Sun
Lane. If you would like to volunteer for any of these Groups please contact me on 01943 862916
or peter.b.riley@btinternet.com and I will point you in the right direction.

Finally of course I do hope that you and yours have a
wonderful Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
Thanks again for all your wonderful support. Keep safe
and well!
Peter

Leaf mines on beech

