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From the President, Peter Riley 

As I write this there is still a lot of uncertainty about developments re Covid but at least we now have clarity regarding our 

Winter Programme in that, regrettably, we will not be able to meet at Christchurch for some time yet. The Church have 

understandably made a decision to limit numbers in the Sanctuary to 50 only and it will simply not be practical for us to 

proceed on this basis. This will be kept under review, and we will be informed as soon as this position changes.  

However, I am pleased to say that our booked Speakers are generally prepared to do their presentation as a Zoom Webinar 

and we therefore still have a full programme of Presentations through to the end of 2021. The enclosed Winter Programme 

reflects this position and assumes we will be back in Christchurch at the beginning of 2022 although, as you will appreciate, 

there can be no certainty about this. (One casualty of this development however is the George McGavin evening planned as 

a celebratory 75th Anniversary event. This promises to be a thoroughly entertaining and informative presentation which 

deserves a live audience in a full Christchurch so we have postponed it for now).  

Such was the success of last winter’s Webinars we were, in any event, planning a small series of Webinars in addition to the 

Christchurch Meetings, not least because this facilitates contact with those Members who do not want to turn out for win-

ter meetings - these remain in the Programme. 

In sum the attached Programme shows all Zoom Webinars for the remainder of 2021 and a mixture of Indoor Meetings and 

Webinars for January to March 2022. The Programme also contains a number of Outdoor Events and Microscope Evenings 

in Otley which will go ahead unless the Covid situation dictates otherwise. 

Please remember, if we do not have an email address, you will regrettably not be able to participate in the Webinars.  

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL 

We are really pleased that Subscription Renewal this year has progressed 

even better than last year so please renew now if you have not yet done so. 

We have again held the rate at £12-50 and, if you have not yet paid, the 

standard Form is attached. I do ring round all lapsed members later in the 

year and by far the majority have just overlooked the payment so, if you are 

in this position, please do save me and you a phone call and take the neces-

sary action! 

As always you can rest assured that surplus monies will be put to good use 

funding local conservation projects. 



Finally, as usual, many thanks for your wonderful support.  

Keep safe and well!  

 

Peter 

WORK PARTIES 

In the meantime, we are back up and running Work Parties at the 

five Nature Reserves in which we have an interest – Ben Rhydding, 

Gallows Hill Otley, Grass Wood, Otley Wetland and Sun Lane.  Just 

let me know if you would like to dip your toe into volunteering at 

any of these Reserves and I will put you in touch with the relevant 

person.  

ANNUAL REVIEW 

We will of course be producing our Annual Review this year and now is the time to 

send us your observations, stories etc which help make the Review so interesting 

as well as a good historical record. 

The WNS 75th Anniversary prompted me to look back at our old Reviews and I 

found it really fascinating to read members’ stories and observations especially 

when it is possible to relate them to our current interests and experiences. So 

please start writing and send your work to either John Stidworthy or Anne Riley.  

RECORDS 

Your records, however mundane they may be, are important to us especially bearing in mind we have a history of recording 

going back to 1945!  

With this in mind, I would like to remind you to please get your sightings data into our Recorders earlier rather than later. 

There is always a temptation to leave this task until the year end which means that the Recorders, who are working to a 

tight deadline for publication, do find it difficult to deal satisfactorily with everything thrown at them! So please do try to 

stagger your input to make things a little easier. Thank you! 

Can you identify this species? Clue…. 


