From the President, Peter Riley
It may be pouring with rain as I write this, but nothing can dampen my
enthusiasm about the state of our Society as I write this after a uniquely
challenging year. Contrary to what I was morosely expecting a year ago we
have gone from strength to strength in all important respects not least
including membership growth to around 480. This means, among other
things, that we have more money available to support Wharfedale conservation projects (see below) to help, in our own small way, to counter the
ongoing overall decline in our wildlife.
Our Webinars, and other initiatives we have taken to keep in touch through the pandemic, appear to have been a great
success with Members and, although we hope to be back in Christchurch for our next Winter Programme, we anticipate also
continuing to run Webinars for all those members who prefer to keep in touch this way.
75th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
We had two celebratory talks planned for Christchurch last year for our Anniversary. Given their
enforced cancellation we hope we can go ahead
this year with our two celebrity Speakers namely
the renowned entomologist and TV Naturalist,
George McGavin and the Chief Executive of the
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, Racheal Bice. These are
scheduled for 12th and 26th October respectively.
Please do schedule these in your diaries now as
we are very keen to welcome both Speakers with
a full house at Christchurch.

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL
As you will be aware, your support is vital to support our activities so
please, please, do renew if your personal circumstances permit. Yet
again we are holding the Subscription at £12-50 per adult
(concessions apply) and I hope you will feel, as I certainly do, that this
remains excellent value for money. If you agree with this and can
also manage an extra donation this really does help.

The usual Form is attached for your attention – please pay by BACS, if
at all possible, as this is so much better for Jeff Davitt, our Treasurer,
to deal with.
Please also note that any help you can give us to increase our membership through persuading family and friends to join would be much
appreciated – have you thought about a Gift Membership? Just contact me if you want to know more.

PROGRAMME
The Summer Programme is attached which has been compiled on the basis
that we should be able to satisfactorily hold the planned outdoor events within the anticipated ongoing Covid restrictions
although, clearly, we will need to keep a close eye on this. There is the usual variety which hopefully means there is something for everyone whatever their natural history interest. Many thanks again to Helen Steward and other helpers for their
work to get us back up and running.
Haycock & Jay Associates Ltd are glad to support WNS through the printing of this Newsletter

LOCAL NATURE RESERVES
As you would expect we continue to support the five local nature reserves (Ben Rhydding, Gallows Hill, Grass Wood, Otley
Wetland and Sun Lane) with which we have links. This time I would like to highlight Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits which continues
to improve thanks to the efforts of Steve Parkes and his willing band of volunteers. Please note that the adjacent new Moss
and Moor Garden Centre adjacent to the Reserve is now open and they are kindly allowing BRGP visitors to use the parking
spaces at the back of their car park leaving the front for their customers. We are very grateful to them for this offer which will
make for a safer parking experience.
It is hoped that work parties will soon be able to proceed on the
basis of some sort of normality – previous volunteers will be contacted by the Leader at the appropriate time. Potential new volunteers can just ring me and I will put them in touch with the
relevant Organiser.

ANNUAL REVIEW
Our 75th Anniversary 2020 Review is now for sale at the usual price of £5.
This is an important publication for WNS as it continues the tradition of
publishing a Review for each of our 75 years. Thanks
especially to John Stidworthy, our Editor, and to all
who have contributed not least our Recorders for
whom this is a big ask in a short time! The Relevant
Form is attached and I do hope you will purchase
given this marks an important milestone in our
history!

RECORDING
As we move into late Spring and Summer
please do start compiling your records and
get them into Recorders on a regular basis
to help them manage their time. Don’t forget common records
can be just as important as scarcer
ones!

CONSERVATION INITIATIVES
Thanks to your Subscriptions/Donations, over the past year we have supported some 20 local conservation initiatives
through appropriate funding. One new initiative we are sponsoring is an Ilkley ‘Save our Swifts’ Project which hopes to stem
the decline of this charismatic species in our area. In the past we have supported a similar project run by ‘Wildlife Friendly
Otley’ which has made great progress to date.
Please also note that the Ilkley Clean River Campaign are promoting a ‘Balsam Bash’ this summer with a series of volunteer
work parties on the river beginning 31st May in the evening at Ilkley Old Bridge. WNS are supporting this and will circulate
more detailed information nearer the time. Please help if you can.
Finally, as usual, many thanks for your wonderful support.
Keep safe and well!

Peter

