From the President, Peter Riley
I would imagine that very few of us thought, at the end of March last year, that we would still be deep in lockdown at the beginning of 2021. Nonetheless you can rest assured that the Society is assiduously preparing for ‘normal’ Summer and Winter
Programmes this year albeit with our fingers crossed. In the meantime I have been delighted at the way in which our efforts to
maintain contact with Members has been so well received. Such initiatives as the weekly circulation of ‘Nature Notes’, the
Zoom Webinars and the Competitions seem to have struck a chord with members such that when we do return to ‘normality’ I
see no reason why these sort of direct member communications should not continue in some form or other.

Membership

Subscriptions/Donations

You will be pleased to know that the increase in
Members reported in the November Newsletter has
been maintained with a total of 461 at the end of
December being some 20 more than the same time
last year. The loyalty and support of our members
never fails to amaze me and, on behalf of your Committee, many thanks for this. If you have relatives
and /or friends who are interested in wildlife, but not
members, why not encourage them to join especially
bearing in mind that a new Subscription now will go
through to March 2022.

You will be pleased to note that your Committee have unanimously
again agreed to recommend to the AGM that the Annual Adult Subscription should remain at £12-50 (with concessions for children
and full time students). Given this low figure, donations will be especially appreciated to help maintain our outstanding record of
providing funds for local wildlife projects in Wharfedale to a variety
of like-minded organisations. I feel sure you will be pleased to know
that, in this financial year, we have been able to allocate approximately £6000 to some 15 different organisations trying like ourselves to contribute to the goal of reversing the significant wildlife
declines we are experiencing. More details will be provided in our
Annual Accounts at the AGM.

AGM
We will be holding our AGM on 23rd March by Webinar and, bearing in mind we need a minimum of 10% of Members to
‘attend’, I do hope you will give this event your support. In effect we will combine both the 2019 and 2020 AGMs’ in the one
Meeting albeit in a truncated form for 2019. An Agenda is attached. There will also be a pertinent Presentation by Catherine
Burton on ‘Recording’.

Committee Membership

Nature Notes 75th Anniversary Booklet
Copies can still be bought for just £3, from local
Bookshops (when open again) namely The Grove
Bookshop in Ilkley, The Bookshop on the Square in
Otley and The Stripey Badger in Grassington. This is
an excellent publication which
is a fitting memento of our
75th Anniversary, so please do
purchase if you have not done
so already.

I am delighted to be able to report that all Officers and Committee
Members this year have indicated their willingness to continue
for 2021/22. In these difficult times they have all been great servants of the Society. However should any other members wish to
put their names forward, there is room according to our Constitution for at least one additional Committee Member so please contact me if you think you may be interested. Most members will be
aware of the wonderful work being carried out by Karen Shackleton for the successful Ilkley Clean River Campaign. This has been a
significant workload for Karen and she has asked therefore to step
down from the Vice-President’s role and continue as a Committee
Member. Ian Brand has volunteered to take her place as VicePresident and I look forward very much to working with Ian assuming ratification at the AGM. The successful Christmas Competition
to find the most flower and bird species was Ian’s Idea.

Haycock & Jay Associates Ltd are glad to support WNS through the printing of this Newsletter

Liaison with other Local Environment Groups
Given the climate and biodiversity crises I feel sure you
will support the Society’s wish to contribute as much as
possible locally to efforts being made to try and turn
things around. With this in mind, the Society are liaising wherever practicable with other local groups who
share our objectives. I am thinking, in particular, of the
Addingham Environment Group, Climate Action Ilkley,
Friends of Ilkley Moor, the Clean River Campaign and
Wildlife Friendly Otley. I have no doubt we will achieve
far more by working together than we will by working
separately. I would respectfully therefore urge our
members to perhaps consider lending
these other groups their support
where appropriate and possible as this
will also contribute to enhancing the
beneficial effects of our joint efforts.

Petitioning Group
With so many declines in biodiversity and wildlife this email
Group was formed some years ago to lobby influential parties
by such means as signing petitions, writing letters etc. Members are encouraged to send suggestions to our Secretary
Gordon Haycock, who will normally circulate them to all other Members of the Group who are not under any obligation
to respond and may act on them or not as they see fit. This is
important work which can prove very worthwhile so please
consider signing up to join by informing Gordon at
gordon.haycock@haycockandjay.co.uk.

Bird Outings Coordinator
We need a new Coordinator for our Summer and Winter Programmes. These Outings are an important feature of our Programmes - the workload is small so please do contact me if you think you
may be able to help.

Work Parties
There are no work formal work parties running at the moment for those sites which we support. No doubt the individual organisers will make contact with volunteers when this situation
changes.

Finally, as usual, many thanks for your wonderful support. Keep safe and well!

Peter

