
 Haycock & Jay Associates Ltd are glad to support WNS through the printing of this Newsletter 

Subscriptions  

Given current circumstances it is immensely 

gratifying to be able to note that our Subscrip-

tion Renewal rate is at least as good as last 

year so I would like to thank all those of our 

members who have shown their faith in us and 

express the hope that others yet to renew will 

do so in the near future if at 

all possible. You can rest as-

sured the money will be put 

to good use to support local 

conservation initiatives. 

WHARFEDALE NATURALISTS SOCIETY 

75th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

It is with particular regret that it seems most unlikely that we will be 

able to proceed with our planned presentations by George McGavin, 

the TV Naturalist and Entomologist and Rachael Bice, the new Chief 

Executive of the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, and it now looks that these 

will have to be postponed until next year. However I am delighted 

that our Publications Officer, John Stidworthy, has been able to pro-

duce a superb commemorative Booklet featuring 52 weeks of Nature 

Notes, as published in local newspapers in 2019, and this will be avail-

able to purchase as soon as we can restart our Indoor Meetings. In 

addition, thanks to the efforts of Committee Member Ian Brand, we 

have been able to run a ‘Flower Emblem of Wharfedale’ competition 

with great success (Foxglove was the winner) and we have also plant-

ed a commemorative 75 metres of native hedgerow species at Nell 

Bank Outdoor Centre to complement hedges planted at the same site 

for our 50th and 60th Anniversaries.     

First and foremost I do hope that you are all keeping well and managing through these difficult times. At the time of 

writing we are no nearer understanding when we will be able to resume our normal programme of events – we do not ex-

pect for example to be able to hold events at Christchurch for the rest of this year and walking activities cannot proceed. 

Consequently, although we do have a Winter Programme ready to roll out, we are not distributing it at this time to avoid 

any misunderstanding. However, the contact details for all our Officers, Committee Members and Recorders are provided 

on a separate sheet in this mailing. 

One option we are actively exploring is running our very own online natural history presentations, probably on ‘Zoom’. If 

you wish to view these but have not yet notified us of your email address, please do forward it to jenny-

watson@outlook.com. We will then email details of these events as they are arranged rather than via our usual Winter Pro-

gramme. Any suggestions for inspirational speakers (local, national, or international) would be welcome.  

In any event, the importance of an email address cannot be over-estimated in the current circumstances if we are to be 

able to keep in touch with you on a regular basis. Apart from standard items such as Newsletters it is not logistically or finan-

cially feasible for us to be sending information other than by email. For example, many members have expressed their ap-

proval for our initiative of sending out our ‘Nature Notes’, written for the local Newspapers, on a weekly basis. Please re-

member if we have your email address you can always ask us to take you off our list if you no longer wish to receive commu-

nications in this way. 
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Records 

My usual reminder to please send your records to Recorders as 

soon as possible so that they are able to spread their workload 

through the remainder of the year and leave next January clear 

for the writing of their reports. Records have always been fun-

damental to our work so do please make the effort! 

Finally thank you as usual for your wonderful support and my best wishes to you and yours.  

Peter 

Annual Review 

Notwithstanding the curtailment of our normal 

activities we expect to produce an Annual Re-

view as usual so please do let us have articles 

about your natural history experiences this year 

especially if they are able to reflect the unique 

circumstances of our experiences in the context 

of the pandemic.  

YORKSHIRE REWILDING NETWORK 

You may be interested to hear of the establishment of a new regional 

group, the Yorkshire Rewilding Network, which aims to advance biodiver-

sity and environmental improvement through rewilding, by providing 

support, education, information and encouragement.  There are clearly 

therefore overlaps with WNS and we may hold joint online events later in 

the year.  Details about the Network can be found at  

yorkshirerewildingnetwork.org.uk 

Work Parties 

We are not going to publish work party details at this time given the likely disruption as the pandemic continues – indi-

vidual work party organisers will liaise with volunteers directly. If you feel you would like 

to volunteer at any of the Reserves where we have an interest (Ben Rhydding, Gallows Hill, 

Grass Wood, Otley Wetland and Sun Lane) just contact me directly and I will put you in 

touch with the relevant organiser. 

yorkshirerewildingnetwork.org.uk

