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Stainburn Forest - Nightjars
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SUMMER VISITS

Autumn 2017
Sep 12 Beavers in Britain
Rosie Holdsworth
Sep 26 The Nature of Britain
Peter Smith
Oct 10 Secrets of Leighton Moss
David Mower
Oct 24 The Future of Farming in
the Dales
Chris Clark

May 20

Beecroft Plantation & Thackray Beck

June 3

Leighton Moss Coach Outing

July 2

Nethergill Farm Hay Meadows

Helen Steward

July 20

Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits (for
butterflies)

Paul Millard

Rodley Nature Reserve

Peter & Barbara Murphy

Nov 28 Birds of the Yorkshire
Dales NP & Red Squirrel
Conservation in YDNP
Ian Court
Dec 19 Walking with Penguins
Tim Melling

July 25

Terry Whitaker (YNU)

TUESDAY EVENING TALKS

BOTANY OUTINGS
April 20

Burton Leonard Lime Quarry & Cattal

Carmen Horner

May 4

Bolton Abbey - Lord Burlington’s Wood

Nicky Vernon

May 25

OWNR Survey

Nicky Vernon

June 8

Langstrothdale Meadows

Peter Katic (NT)

Nov 14 East Keswick Wildlife
Trust - 25 years
Melanie Smith & Margaret Moseley

Spring 2018
Jan 9 Birds & Oil in Ecuador
John Flood

June 13-15 Sefton Coast & Southport Area

Nicky Vernon

June 29

Draughton Height

Heather Burrow

July 13

Grimwith Reservoir Survey

Bruce Brown

July 27

Ilkley Moor

Bruce Brown

Aug 10

Arncliffe - Botany Lane Area

Carmen Horner & Nicky
Vernon

Feb 13 Climate Change
Prof Rick Battarbee
Recovery of Salmon in River Ure
David Bamford
Feb 27 Yorkshire Coast Nature
Steve Race

BIRD OUTINGS
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Potteric Carr YWT Reserve

Ernie Scarfe
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Richard Fuller
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St Aidan’s & Swillington RSPB Reserve

Helen Steward
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Oct 14

Fungus Foray Middleton Woods

Oct 21

Salthome RSPB Reserve Coach Trip

Nov 11

Coffee & Social Morning

Jan 13

Winter Walk round Fewston Reservoir

March 15

Annual Dinner

Andrew Woodall

Nov 1

Mar 13 Recorder’s Evening
Mar 20 AGM + Botany
Presentation
Nicky Vernon

*********
Short resumés of the
talks during year

Peter & Anne Riley

MICROSCOPE EVENINGS IN OTLEY
Oct 4

Jan 23 In Search of the World’s
Largest Flower
Pat Hutchinson

Dec 6

Feb 7
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2017
can be found on pages 5 — 8

FOREWORD
First and foremost I am pleased to report that, unlike our summer weather, the Society appears to have had
another good year in all important respects. Our events are generally well attended, membership numbers have
been maintained, our practical conservation contribution has not just been maintained but enhanced with the
progress being made at Gallows Hill, our public profile is good with new members consistently coming on stream
and the overall atmosphere pervading all of our activities is a credit to everyone concerned.
Inevitably as people move on and fashions change some of our activities have begun to be questioned regarding
their value but somehow, inevitably thanks to sterling individual contributions, we soldier on to ensure we offer
real value for money. On this latter point your Committee are well aware that our annual subscription is cheap
given what we offer but it remains our view that a thriving membership is an important part of our portfolio and
we do attract a lot of ‘sleeping’ members who have joined because they like what we do but, for whatever reason,
do not much participate in our activities, if at all. Whilst we must try to move with the times the fact remains that
social trends are not moving in favour of Societies such as ours both with regard to an interest in natural history,
which continues to wane, and with regard to participation in the kind of group activities we offer. Whilst we must
continue to do all we reasonably can to buck these trends they will inevitably catch up with us as has happened to
so many similar groups elsewhere.
One very good reason for doing as much as we can to function at the highest possible level concerns the
increasing evidence of wildlife decline. Given the UK’s leading role in wildlife protection in times past it is
particularly sad to hear that we are now a very poor performer in areas such as wildlife protection and
biodiversity. There are undoubtedly a number of reasons for this but there is a general consensus that climate
change and agricultural intensification are the prime drivers of this decline together with general government
indifference to the state of nature as reflected time and again in, for example, planning decisions that give no
weight at all to related environmental damage. All the more reason therefore for us to bear witness and ‘fly the
flag’ for our beleaguered wildlife at every opportunity.
Given these difficulties I remain proud to be President of our Society given our track record of doing all we
reasonably can to help buck the negative trends. We now play a part in supporting five local nature reserves
through our volunteer efforts and/or direct financial contributions; we lobby the powers-that-be in support of
nature both locally and nationally; we have a very impressive botany group surveying for all they are worth and a
bird group that try to offer stimulating visits within and outside Wharfedale; our summer outdoor events (with
thanks to Helen Steward) and winter evening meetings aim to showcase wildlife and stimulate interest in its
wonders and the need to protect it; our website serves as a tribute to our Society, to our wildlife and to our
designer and webmaster Tim Howson; we run microscope evenings and one-off events to widen our appeal. I
could go on but I think this list is enough to demonstrate that we have every reason to be proud of what we do
and grateful to our members who deliver for the Society year after year – in this category I of course include our
Recorders, our Officers and Committee members, our myriad volunteers and our literally hundreds of loyal
members who stick with us and support us through thick and thin.
This Review acts as a testament to all our activities through the year with a good number of individual member
contributions by way of articles and photographs to supplement the standard material such as the Recorders’
reports which provide such an excellent record of our activities. I do think it is important to bear in mind that our
Reviews are effectively historical documents that may well become invaluable for future reference. As your
President I am lucky enough to be in possession of hard copies of all the WNS Reports going back to our inception
in 1945 and it is a delight to dip back into them to see what was happening in years past. With this in mind, you
will see the article about a past member and President - Walter Flesher – who had a nationwide following in his
time. Do please remember that all our past Reviews are now available on our website so that one way or another
these fascinating historical documents should be preserved for all time.
In conclusion, as usual, I would like to thank all our members for their ongoing support which ensures we
continue to be relevant and thriving. Last but not least, many thanks to John Stidworthy for his hard work and
design expertise in producing this quality Annual Review.

Peter Riley President
TUESDAY EVENING WINTER MEETINGS
The winter talks are an important facet of the Society’s activities, and draw large audiences. A brief record of the 2016/17
season is included below, adapted from brief reports from members published in the Ilkley Gazette
January 10 Rodley Nature Reserve
Rodley in the Kirkstall Valley was the subject of Peter
Murphy’s talk. It took us through a year in the life of the
reserve, with magnificent photographs taken mainly by his
wife Barbara. The year started with the cold snap of early
December 2015 with tranquil pictures of different resident
and visiting winter species.
Disaster struck on Boxing Day 2015 when flooding swept
out fences, washed away decking, ripped out pond liners and

left large areas covered with mud and flood debris. Thanks
to the work of many volunteers and local people the reserve
was able to reopen ten days later. Throughout the year
repairs were completed.
A success story of Rodley is the man-made sand martin
bank which the sand martins start returning to in late
March. Other successful breeding birds include warblers,
kestrels, common terns, barn owls, little owls and great
crested grebe.
5

water rivers, alpine plants, many of them endemic subspecies, glaciers and ragged peaks. Adventures included
spending a night dissuading a curious Dagestan ibex from
trying to share his bivvy bag.
His second trip was to the Rockies where he and his
companions obtained a permit to walk the wilderness areas.
Sometimes alone, sometimes with his companions, Alan
walked the ‘pedestrian’ routes, i.e. routes where no specialist
mountaineering equipment is required, to the peaks and
ridges they had identified as their goals. If any of the
audience thought that the definition ‘pedestrian route’ might
mean nothing more than a strenuous hike, we were soon
disabused. Falling rocks, violent afternoon thunderstorms,
precipitous drops and narrow ledges were only some of the
challenges. Luckily he survived to share his photographs and
experiences.

Due to its past usage the soil is very rich and so not
conducive to wild flowers but two meadows have been
established. There is a bee friendly garden (with honey for
sale in the visitor centre) and a crop field to provide food for
birds and insects. It was feared that the mud and debris
brought down by the flood would damage the dragonfly
population but that was not the case though Himalayan
balsam unfortunately benefited from seed dispersal.
Autumn brought passage migrants and good day time
sightings of otter in the river.
The talk and photographs showed that there is always
something to see and enjoy whatever the time of the year
and the reserve is wheelchair friendly and caters for all ages.
January 24 Menston Primary School &

New Projects at the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
February 28 Pennine Adders
The adders, plus other reptiles and amphibians of the
Pennines were the subjects of this talk. Long-time
Wharfedale Nats member and field naturalist David Alred
gave the presentation, using photographs dating back to the
1980s

The first of this evening’s presentations was by Iain Jones,
Headmaster of Menston Primary School. The Society has
been partnering the school for some years, supplying advice
and funding to help it to encourage its children to learn
about nature. The school is fortunate enough to have
substantial grounds, and with support from WNS, Iain has
overseen the installation of a pond with a dipping platform,
where the children enjoy timetabled nature activities.
There are raised beds for gardening, and the school has
taken part in Menston in Bloom. Willows have been
imaginatively woven into a tunnel leading to a secret garden,
where children’s imagination can run riot as they engage
with the natural environment. Mini-beast habitats and bird
boxes have been provided, the latter regularly monitored for
nesting activity. Den building by the children is encouraged.
The importance of engaging with nature was a theme
which fed into the second presentation, by WNS member
Ros Lilley, who in her previous job in education was
instrumental in promoting outdoor play. Tonight she was
speaking in her capacity as a volunteer for Yorkshire Wildlife
Trust, outlining its top three thrusts, namely creating living
landscapes, securing living seas and getting people involved.
Each was illustrated with statistics and beautiful
photography. One underwater image was reminiscent of the
tropical seas, but was actually taken in the chalk cliffs at
Scarborough!
The Trust is involved in over 100 reserves, and Ros’s
presentation highlighted some recent developments,
including work at Spurn Point. The 2016 State of Nature
report makes grim reading: nature needs all the help it can
get, and Ros ended by urging us to spread the word and
support the Wildlife Trusts in their crucial endeavours on
behalf of the environment and its precious living things.

March 14 Recorders Evening
The meeting was billed as, ‘what Wharfedale Naturalists
Society is all about – recording and conserving our wildlife
throughout the Dale.’ The recorders for weather, birds,
butterflies, bees and insects and vertebrates all reported in
an interesting and informative way, reaffirming our good
fortune in living in such a beautiful diverse dale.
Peter Bancroft reported on the weather recordings. 2016
was similar to previous years with no outstanding features.
No sustained sub zero temperatures, a wet January followed
by a cool spring and average summer. Overall rainfall was
less than average.
Catherine Burton emphasised the importance of records
for conservation, research, planning and interest. She urged
members to send in records stating, Who? What? When and
Where?
She followed this by a brief talk on the identification of
bees. Most people think of bees as either honey bees or
bumble bees but there are in fact 250 species.
Butterflies were the next category. Records here were
significantly down, due to a variety of reasons probably
including climate change and loss of habitat.
In contrast the records for vertebrates were up. One
highlight was the arrival of red squirrel at Nethergill Farm
and otter sightings on the Wharfe had increased.
One feature of the bird records was the poor breeding
statistics for raptors and owls. However, the fine weather at
the end of the summer helped other species who had later
broods. A highlight was a gathering of up to 20,000 starlings
on Otley Whetlands.

February 14 The Caucasus & the Rockies
An enthusiasm for extreme mountain walking, combined
with an interest in botany and photography, took WNS
society member, Alan Schofield, to two very different but
equally challenging, mountain ranges, one in the Caucasus
in present day Belarus the other in the Rockies National
Park, Colorado.
Invited to the Caucasus by some Russian visiting
researchers at Leeds University in the 1990s the trip was
made possible by Gorbachev’s Glasnost. Alan and friends
flew to Minsk and then set off walk in an untamed range of
peaks in the northern Caucasus, a dramatically beautiful
area Alan described as Switzerland without the amenities.
The tale of his adventures in this wild place was illustrated
with stunning photos of dramatic mountain scenery, white-

March 28 Wharfedale Naturalists’ Society AGM
followed by

Freda’s Fungi: a tribute to Freda Draper

Chaired by Peter Riley, office holders took members through
the reports and accounts of the society. Membership and
finances remain healthy. Finances include a generous gift of
£2000 from the son of the late founder member Dorothy
Marjoram. The increasing use of email has also reduced
expenditure on postage. The work of society in supporting
conservation projects continues with a speaker on climate
6

September 26 Four Seasons
The theme of the evening was ‘The Four Seasons’, with
speaker Peter Smith making a welcome return visit. His
beautiful photographs started with some evocative winter
scenes, then moved elegantly through the year, taking us on
a journey with the landscape, wildlife and plants as they
changed with the seasons. His many years of experience as a
meticulous observational naturalist were very much in
evidence, and as well as his visually stunning images, he also
shared with us the stories behind what we were seeing:
many photographs were the result of hours of patient
waiting in order to capture the key moment.
The harvest mouse was a kind of recurrent theme, and
we saw these tiny, fragile creatures at every point in the
year, facing all the many challenges that shape their lives.
The image of the combine harvester advancing relentlessly
down the field towards a tiny mouse is one that will stay in
my mind. But Peter is a self-described ‘bird man’, and these
were the subjects that delivered the most astonishing
pictures. The details of the bright red inside the beaks of the
baby ravens, the nightjar family at its nest and the waxwings
in winter all made the audience gasp. He did not shy away
from the ‘death’ side of life, and his poignant image of the
dead kingfisher in the snow was very powerful.
The point was repeatedly made that life in the wild is
hard for everyone, both predator and prey, and the line
between surviving and succumbing is a very fine one.
Butterflies, reptiles, fungi and flowers all featured as the
year turned, along with some much-loved mammals. The
red deer, the red squirrels, the seal pups and in particular
the vole with the blackberries were among the many
highlights.

change envisaged during the next winter programme. All
members of the existing committee were re-elected
unopposed.
Freda Draper, a trained and brilliant photographer, joined
WNS in 1957. A former president, she remained a life-long
member. Her obituary in the 2016 Review acknowledges her
as the best all-round naturalist the society has ever had,
though her first love was botany and she came to have a
special interest in fungi. Tonight, Professor Mike Dixon paid
his own special tribute.
Mike has digitalised Freda’s many fungi slides and wove a
selection of these into the most instructive and fascinating
talk on this ‘Quirkiest Kingdom on Earth’. The part of the
fungus we see is the fruiting part. The main part of the
fungus (often unseen) is the mycelium, through which a
fungus absorbs nutrients from its environment. These
nutrients are then passed on to trees and other plants in
mutually beneficial symbiotic relationships. Then there are
saprophytic fungi which break down and feed on dead
matter. Parasitic fungi, on the contrary, feed on live matter
and may kill it.
The audience were wowed by the wonderful colours of the
different fungi to say nothing of some amazing names: elfin
saddle, freckled dapperling, shaggy inkcap, hairy curtain
crust and common stinkhorn whose scientific name (Phallus
impudicus) accurately describes its appearance.
September 12 Back to the Future with Beavers in

Britain
Rosie Holdsworth a worker with the Wildlife Trusts gave us
a mammal good news story. It proved to be an epic start to
our new lecture series. Ms Holdsworth explained about her
extensive experience of working in the Scottish countryside
with these endearing creatures. She went on to say that the
European beaver is much larger and cuter than its North
American counterpart. By nature beavers are crepuscular
animals meaning they are most active at dawn or dusk,
which are therefore the best times to observe them.
Unfortunately the beavers’ success led to their downfall.
Once widespread throughout our islands they were hunted
to extinction both for their warm fur and for castoreum.
(Castor being the name of the beaver genus). Beavers have
a pair of large glands close to the anus that produce this
substance which is used by the animal for territorial scent
marking. Unfortunately castoreum provides another excuse
for killing beavers, as it is used in perfumery to provide a
musky leathery note. It used to be used in food flavouring,
too, but this use is almost extinct. (Castor oil, used as a
laxative, comes from the seed of a plant).
Beavers were also killed for food as, due to their aquatic
habits, they were regarded as a reasonable substitute for fish
on religious fasting days.
Ms Holdsworth believes that there are many good reasons
for bringing back beavers to our countryside and she made a
very good case. They help to naturally conserve habitats
with their dams which benefit other aquatic forms of life and
regulate river flows. They fell trees to build these dams, and
also for food, as they are entirely vegetarian. She pointed to
places such as the Devonshire River Otter where beavers
have established themselves, and also the the River Tay in
Scotland, where there are some 200 Beavers. Beavers were
extinct in Britain by the 1600s so it would be nice to see
them back in the future. Afterwards our President thanked
Ms Holdsworth very warmly for her fascinating talk, and the
thunderous applause spoke for itself.

October 10 Leighton Moss
If you are looking for a place to go within driving distance of
Ilkley where all the family can enjoy a day out, then Leighton
Moss RSPB reserve should come high on the list. On Tuesday
evening , the WNS were invited to share ‘the Secrets of
Leighton Moss’, by David Mower, a former warden.
In his talk, he described the diverse habitats of the
reserve. It has all year round interesting sightings, but is
particularly good during the autumn and winter when
migrating birds swell the numbers.
He talked about the three rare species of birds found, the
bittern, the marsh harrier and the bearded tit, providing tips
for when and where they are most likely to be seen. Visitors
can also witness the starling murmurations above the reed
beds. RSPB reserves are for the conservation of all nature,
not just birds, and Leighton Moss also has a large population
of red deer and otters and due to their increasing daylight
activity 50% of visitors are likely to see one.
The reserve is carefully managed as without intervention
the natural succession would be a process of change from a
wetland to a woodland and the diversity of species would be
lost. The talk finished with a heartfelt plea for people of all
ages to get involved in stemming the decline of wildlife.
Overall the message, through words and photographs, was
that Leighton Moss is a wonderful place for wildlife but also
a wonderful place for people too.
October 24 The Dales Landscape
The question posed by both speakers at the meeting was, ‘Do
we want the landscape of the Dales and wider countryside to
stay the same or to change during the next 50 years?’ The
first speaker, Chris Clark, farms at Nethergill Farm in
7

Oughtershaw and since acquiring the farm in 2005 has
adopted a novel approach. Based on balancing the needs of
food, farming and nature he has reduced the stock from 500
sheep to 60 and introduced 30 white shorthorn cattle. He
has planted over 30,000 trees and together with the
cessation of overgrazing allowed some of the land to revert
back to mixed grassland and hay meadows. He has been able
to maintain the profitability of the farm by three negatives:
no prophylactic treatment of stock, no artificial fertiliser and
no bought in animal feed. A National Vegetation
Classification survey in 2016 (after the previous one in 2011)
demonstrated a greater diversity of species. This is also the
case with the wild animals.
Dr Steve Carver spoke on the subject of rewilding. It was
not an attempt to go back to the past but to move forward to
a more diverse future. A future where the three Cs: cores,
corridors and carnivores were interlinked. He illustrated his
argument with rivers and glens where rewilding had taken
place. Within the Dales he compared the two sites of Scar
Close (ungrazed) 247 plant species recorded, and
Southerscales (grazed) with 50 plant species. He ended his
talk by stressing that rewilding was an option for only some
areas and in order to be successful it must be community
led.

moorlands and blanket moss are special protection areas
due to their importance for carbon storage and flood
prevention. Here legally protected birds such as merlin and
hen harriers come into conflict with the interests of grouse
shooting. The moorland fringe is vital for birds such as black
grouse. The valley bottoms are agriculturally important as
well as species rich. Birds such as lapwing, dippers, and pied
flycatchers haunt these areas.
Ian moved on to red squirrel conservation. We all know
that this ancient native species is drastically threatened by
the grey and the lethal pox it brings. Historically reds were
found as close as Bingley and Grass Wood but now,
Snaizeholme near Hawes is the only easily accessible place in
the Dales where close-up views of the tufted-eared reds are
guaranteed. The efforts of the WDNP in encouraging
interest in wildlife bring economic benefits to the local
economy and hopefully encourages the next generation of
environmentalists. The feeding station for the red squirrels
of Snaizeholme, and the viewing point to watch peregrines
at Malham Cove, are two major success stories.
December 19 Walking with Penguins
We may be denied a White Christmas this year, but never
mind, Tim Melling of the RSPB made up for all that, with his
brilliant illustrated talk on the wildlife of Antarctica. He
commenced at Ushuiayo in Argentina, the world’s most
southerly city on Tierra del Fuego. Here Dr Melling
witnessed his first condor fly past, capturing it perfectly on
film. Indeed the area is home to many different species, such
as a black-necked swan and the black-chested buzzard eagle.
Progressing by way of the Beagle Channel, named after
HMS Beagle, we were treated to stunning shots of blue-eyed
cormorant, pied dolphin and many other fascinating
animals. On the Falkland Isles, gentoo and southern rockhopper penguins were encountered. The Falklands were full
of wildlife such as dolphin gull, ruddy-headed goose, Cobb's
wren and many others. Further seaborne adventures
brought Commerson’s dolphin, sooty shearwaters, snowy
sheathbill, albatross and southern bottlenose whales. Hourglass dolphins and porpoising sealions were also seen.
On South Georgia in an area known as Salisbury Plain
was the world’s second largest king penguin rookery,
reputedly half a million pairs. Close-up photos revealed that
penguin’s tongues and bills are internally covered with
backward-pointing spines, which makes sense as they need
them for tackling their slippery prey.
On this island homage was paid to the heroic acts of Sir
Ernest Shackleton. He lies at rest on South Georgia.
Dr Melling went on to show us many more creatures
great and small such as the fin whale, the second largest
whale, and the biggest, a blue whale which surfaced nearby.
Orcas were present. They were hunting Weddell seals, which
are relatively easy prey. Two other species, crab-eating seals
that can dispense a vicious bite, and the deadly leopard seal
are less favoured.
The talk was entertaining and informative, and was a
good night to round off our 2017 season.

November 14 East Keswick Wildlife Trust
It just goes to show what can be achieved when a
determined group of like-minded individuals come together.
In this lecture Mrs Melanie Smith explained how the good
burghers of East Keswick had set up their own Nature
Reserve and formed the East Keswick Wildlife Trust. They
had faced many difficulties but in the spirit of ‘never say die’
they set to to raise the funds and, piece by piece,
commencing with Oxclose Wood, they acquired various bits
of land, including woodland, grassland marsh etc. Seeking
advice from experts and well established wildlife groups,
they gradually built up their reservoir of knowledge. So
much so they are now able to work with local schools and
help them set up small reserves. The geology of their reserve
is on magnesian limestone and includes an old quarry. The
land is grazed by sheep and Dexter cattle. The resulting meat
is sold to local butchers to provide a small income.
The group also hold various ‘Days’ when activities take
place and the public can visit the area and learn skills such
as charcoal burning and other traditional woodland crafts.
Considering this intrepid band of brothers and sisters
have only been in operation only for 25 years they have
achieved a huge amount and have gained much on what has
been a steep learning curve. There have been both successes
and inevitably failures but the final target has shone through
like a beacon showing the way.
Afterwards our President Mr Peter Riley paid a handsome
tribute to the speaker and the resulting ovation spoke for
itself.
November 24 Birds and Red Squirrels of the YDNP
Why would farmers in the Dales opt for less cost-effective
options for cutting their hay meadows? Because they have
bought into the Agri-environmental scheme operated within
the National Parks and wish to conserve species like the
ground-nesting yellow wagtail while they are still feeding
young. In his two-part address to the Wharfedale Nats, Ian
Court, Wildlife Conservation Officer for the YDNP, described
the Statutory Purposes set out by National Parks Board,
including the involvement of local communities along with
wildlife conservation. Ian then identified the key bird species
found at different habitats in the Dales. The upland heather

Reports were made for the Ilkley Gazette by Lynn
Loader, Polly Hosking, Peta Constable & Charles Hartley
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and rhododendrons in the shrubberies and any evening now
I can watch a motley crowd of finches, thrushes, blackbirds,
hedge sparrows and such like coming in to these places, and
there’s a certain amount of squabbling goes on for the best
perches or the most sheltered places.
Starling roosts in winter are a fascinating sight, and to
watch several thousands of these birds flocking into one
small wood on the edge of dusk is an unforgettable
experience, and to hear them all twittering together makes it
easy to understand where the phrase ‘a murmuration of
starlings’ comes from.
The widespread clearance of woodlands for timber during
the world wars destroyed so many starling roosting areas
that the birds took to the cities, to roost on the ledges and
windowsills of buildings and have continued to do so ever
since, to the despair of local authorities and owners of fouled
buildings.
Up on the tops of our local moors cover is scarce when
the bracken dies down and the winter nights can be rough
and bitterly cold. The red grouse (one of the hardiest of our
native birds), is among several species that roost on the
ground, no matter how severe the weather, they make no
effort to seek shelter, and there are as many that spend the
night on bare ground as there are on the heather covered
ground. Nor do they roost close together for mutual warmth,
but usually about a yard apart. Partridges have different
ideas for they ‘jug’ close together in coveys in pastures and
meadows.
Lapwings also roost in the pastures and they – like the
grouse – roost separately but they don’t crouch. I’ve watched
them many a time as darkness falls and most of them stand
on one leg. I expect they change legs occasionally during the
night and probably spend some of the time on both legs, but
I am fairly sure they stand up all the time.
I have known a pair of merlins to occupy adjoining posts
on a wire fence night after night for weeks on end, and
kestrels too have their regular roosting ledges in the disused
quarries along the moor edge.
I’m reminded of a time some years ago when I saw a new
spot among some crags marked with white blotches, so one
evening at the edge of dusk I went to watch what came in
there to roost; sure enough it was a kestrel. Then, all in a
few minutes a thick mist developed so I had both fog and
darkness to contend with as I groped my way down the
moor slope.
Probably the wariest of all birds coming in to roost are
wood pigeons. I’ve watched them regularly just before dark,
approach a wood, take a circling flight around, then settle on
the very top of a tree or on the tip of some outside branch,
wait there a while and have a good look round, then
gradually work their way into the heart of the tree when
they are satisfied there are no gun-men around.
I like to watch rooks making their way to a rookery on
wild wet evenings. How storm-tossed they appear as they
tipple and turn in the air before finally reaching sanctuary.
One wild evening I was leaning on a fence watching a
large flock battle their way in, and a passing villager said,
‘Whativver is ter doin theer, Walter a neet like this?’ I said ai
was watching the rooks come in to roost. ‘Well of all the
crackpot ideas,’ he said, ‘I allus thowt ye bird watchers were
a bit nicked, now I’m certain on’t.’
So that’s what you get from folks who have little or no
appreciation of the interest and wonders of nature study.
If only they knew what they were missing.

A VOICE FROM THE SOCIETY’S PAST
WALTER FLESHER 1894 - 1984
Walter Flesher lived in Burley in Wharfedale where he
developed his love of nature at a very young age. He
eventually became the gamekeeper on Burley Moor, a post
he held for 23 years. He had lost his right arm during the
battle of Passchendaele serving as a colour sergeant in the
West Riding Regiment but he was considered to have the
strength of two men in his remaining left arm as he went
about his work repairing butts and dry-stone walls. He was
wonderful with children and would always do his best to get
them to share his love of nature and the countryside. One of
these children, Alan Titchmarsh, was greatly encouraged by
him and described him as an excellent radio broadcaster
with tremendous powers of description. Another was John
Busby who was a founder member of WNS at 17 years of
age, and who eventually became one of Britain’s greatest
wildlife artists.
Walter was well known nationally for his appearances on
television with naturalists Sir Peter Scott, James Fisher and
others in popular nature programmes. On the five o’clock
programme Children’s Hour on the radio, he was Ted Brock
the gamekeeper, his unmistakable, quiet Yorkshire voice
recognised by millions. He gave talks far and wide and it is
apparent now he was not just a gamekeeper and naturalist
but an early conservationist. His concern was that people
should know the value and thrill of observing wildlife at first
hand, should understand the dangers of pollution and
understand the importance of conserving Britain’s fauna and
flora for the future.
At a WNS open meeting in January 1985, just after
Walter’s death, Joan Duncan paid a tribute:
‘Most people here tonight will remember Walter Flesher
with affection, either personally or through his many
television and radio broadcasts. He always had a great
regard for the Society and in turn members held him in high
esteem. He was a modest man. He used to say that the wellknown people with whom he broadcast were all ‘-ists’,
ornithologists and so on, whereas he described himself as a
countryman. But I think he was a true naturalist and his
influence in the Society will last for many years to come.’
Here follows an article written by Walter for the ‘Silver
Curlew’ published in 1971 to celebrate the Society’s Silver
Jubilee year.

Peter Riley
ROOSTING HABITS
I know many good amateur birdwatchers who are
exceedingly keen about studying the breeding habits, feeding
habits, migrations, bird song and various other aspects of
wild bird life, but I never hear them say much about roosting
habits.
Now I’ve always maintained that in every season of the
year (so far as life in the countryside is concerned) the most
interesting and enjoyable hour of the twenty-four that make
up each of our days, is the hour before dark and the next
most interesting is the hour of dawn. These are the two
hours in which you learn most about the roosting habits of
our wild birds.
During the months of leafless trees and long nights birds
are much more choosey about where they will roost and
many small birds that have been content to spend the short
summer nights in any sort of tree or hedge now seek the
shelter of conifers or holly bushes. Others go for the laurels

Walter Flesher
9

WINTER WALK ROUND FEWSTON RESERVOIR
14TH JANUARY
The weather gods did not seem to be smiling on us as we
drove over Askwith Moor in a sleet shower to rendezvous for
the annual Fewston walk. Indeed several of us were
beginning to take Gordon Haycock’s name in vain as his
erudite email had promised us a ‘glorious, crisp, frosty and
sunny day’. Fortunately, Gordon was soon exonerated as the
sun came out to produce as beautiful a January day as
anyone could wish for. What a contrast to the 2016 walk
which had to be aborted after half a mile as the heavens
opened!
A total of 26 WNS members set off from Swinsty Moor
Car Park in a clockwise direction and it wasn’t long before
we were seeing siskin and redpoll, the latter showing
particularly well. The Reservoir was low (again a marked
contrast to last year) and wildfowl were somewhat scarce,
with the exception of common teal with a count of around
100 for the walk. No doubt the extensive reservoir margins
associated with the low water assisted in this respect as teal
are dabblers not divers. As the sun rose the clarity of the
light was stunning producing beautiful reflections in the
water assisted by the lack of even the faintest breeze. The
birds just kept coming with treecreepers and goldcrests
showing unusually well. After a short coffee break at the
upstream end we were treated to super close views of
several redwing and one fieldfare in hawthorn bushes on the
edge of Blubberhouses car park. The fieldfare was especially
noteworthy as these are usually much less confiding than
redwing and yet a good number of us were allowed to stand
just a few yards of where it was preening.
Pushing on the birds continued to keep us entertained,
including several very confiding Robins which produced
great photographic opportunities at least in part thanks to
Anne Riley’s mobile seed supply!
Although the plan was to be back no later than noon the
glorious weather and the bird activity slowed us
considerably so that by the end the walk had split into
several groups with those keen to get away striding out
ahead. Nonetheless everyone was alert to the possibility of
coming across Brambling as we neared the stands of beech
trees adjacent to Fewston dam wall but sadly this was not to
be and this was about the only disappointment of the walk.
A total of 32 species of bird was quite high for this time of
year no doubt partly due to so many eyes alert to any sign of
movement although particular thanks are owed to Karen
Shackleton who again demonstrated her renowned ‘spotting’
skills.
To quote the oft-used phrase, ‘a good day was had by all’.

Peter and Anne Riley
BROCKHOLES NATURE RESERVE (Near Preston)
4TH NOVEMBER
Brockholes is a lovely reserve, run by the Lancashire Wildlife
Trust. Somehow, it manages to transcend its unpromising
position, tucked below and beside the carriageway of the M6
– and although motorway noise can always be heard during
the course of any visit there, it is surprising how unobtrusive
it rapidly becomes. A group of twelve of us headed off there
on a Saturday morning in early November, hoping for
winter thrushes, kingfishers and perhaps the odd skein of
pinkies. The sightings board at the entrance also claimed a
hawfinch, one of the influx of birds that has been creating
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general excitement across the country this autumn – but we
wisely discounted the possibility of finding that particular
needle in a haystack! – and put our minds to easier
sightings.
Our visit began, of course, with a quick coffee in the
appealing floating restaurant which is at the heart of the
reserve. The restaurant is surrounded by glass, and one can
gaze out over a large lake, birdwatching (for a while, at
least) in the peace, warmth and shelter of an indoor
environment – a welcome treat on a winter day. The first
excitement of the day was produced when Karen Shackleton
(eagle-eyed as ever) spotted a group of snipe lurking at the
edge of the lake. We were able to have a long gaze through
telescopes as they fed in fairly clear view. Also on the lake
were the usual black-headed gulls (with a single herring gull
in amongst them), a flock of lapwing (though apparently
unaccompanied this morning by the golden plover that the
sightings board had promised), a few mallards, now looking
quite smart, and some mute swans. Some roe deer ran
nervously through the reeds. We also spotted a beautiful
male kestrel hovering over the village buildings – the ‘car
park kestrel’, as it turns out it is known. (We were to see it
many more times in the day as our path crossed and
recrossed the car park area). Some of the party were lucky
enough to see a small skein of pink-footed geese fly over.
We set off first on the path towards the River Ribble,
which runs right alongside the reserve, before it flows
beneath the motorway on its route west. A grey wagtail
hopped obligingly along the board walk in front of us. Bird
of the day was the jay – we must have seen over a dozen,
some carrying acorns in their bills as they’re apt to do at this
time of year. We also picked up a range of small garden
birds as we wended our way down to the river – chaffinch,
robin, great and blue tits, wren. The river itself was quiet –
but we saw a lovely female goosander, apparently uncourted
– and a cormorant flying up and down. Then things began to
hot up. We suddenly became aware of birds flying into the
trees on the far side of the river in quite large numbers –
and telescopes confirmed that we’d lighted on a flock of
redwing. Some of us had barely seen any thus far during the
autumn, and so it generated considerable excitement,
especially when we realised that there were also some
fieldfares and mistle thrushes mixed in amongst them.
Further notable sightings from the riverbank were a skylark
flying over, three buzzards circling high above us, a little
egret gliding upstream and a late red admiral, basking in the
watery sunshine.
We then left the riverbank and walked back into the heart
of the reserve itself. There are feeders close to the path
which encircles the main part of the reserve, near to the
adventure playground – and we stood and watched for a
while. Tree sparrows were much in evidence here, along
with the usual range of finches and tits, and pheasants
scavenging for dropped seeds. We stopped for a warm-up
and (in my case) a much-needed cup of tea in the family
hide, and surveyed the lake. At first, we spotted nothing of
note – merely vast numbers of coots and tufted ducks with a
few mute swans, Canada geese and gadwall mixed in – but
slowly we began to make out some of the more distant ducks
on the far side of the lake, and saw that there were also
shoveler, pochard, wigeon, teal – and most pleasingly of all,
a single male goldeneye – my first of the winter.
Continuing the circuit of the lake, we entered the very
pleasant woodland on the opposite bank. Here we saw
goldcrests, a treecreeper, nuthatches and coal tits – and yet
more jays! – but no hawfinches, sadly. Despite their absence,
it was a most enjoyable day – it felt good to escape the
tyranny of work and to enjoy the camaraderie of the Nats,

the winter thrushes, the autumn colours, and one of the first
bright, cold days of the winter.

Helen Steward
COACH TRIP TO SALTHOLME 21ST OCTOBER
Despite storm Eric hurtling across the country the coach trip
was thankfully well attended this time.
I say 'thankfully' because the Summer coach trip to
Leighton Moss was poorly attended and there was a
discussion amongst the committee whether or not we should
continue with them if they are not supported amongst the
members.
As it turned out Saltholme was probably one of the best
places to be on this particular day as the storm didn't reach
us until we were ready for home.
On arrival most of us made our way to the excellent cafe
which offers a panoramic view across the reserve and is a
cosy, warm way to make a start on your bird list as the lake
below is full of wildfowl. We even had a kestrel hovering at
eye level right outside the window as we sipped our drinks,
setting us up for a good day out.
Looking out beyond the reserve you appreciate what an
excellent job the RSPB has done to preserve and enhance
this wildlife oasis tucked in amongst the surrounding
industrial landscape.
Heading out to the hides we were all on the lookout for a
flock of brambling someone had seen, but despite our best
efforts they managed to elude us.
In the hides we saw plenty of waders and ducks including
a good view of a grey plover and the RSPB volunteer kindly
pointed out a pair of little stints in the distance sitting in
amongst the dunlin, which I doubt we would have seen
without her help.
There was plenty more to see in the afternoon as we took
in the top part of the reserve, but I was personally
disappointed not to see the legendary Saltholme fox which
roams around completely unafraid of people and is quite
tame, I'm told.
On our way back to the centre we were strung out along a
path, when I noticed a majestic marsh harrier soaring above
the lake, so I excitedly pointed it out to the others. While I
was firmly focused on the harrier, everyone else was
watching the fox cross the path directly in front of me and
disappear over the hill!
Well, it's just how it goes sometimes - you can't see
everything and I've still yet to see the pesky Saltholme fox
(at least it give me an excuse to go back again!).
All in all, it was a brilliant day out and on the way back
we all signed a card for Kevin our excellent coach driver,
who is now retiring and was on his last trip with us.
Thank you Mike for arranging another great coach trip
for us all to enjoy.

Karen Shackleton
BACK GARDEN MOTHING
We moved to Ilkley in 2006 and having discovered the
presence of a naturalist’s society we joined WNS. Both of us
were born in areas with easy access to the countryside, with
much of our younger days spent outdoors and a lot of our
free time in adult life also spent there. We therefore had a
basic knowledge of the things we saw and an interest in
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learning to recognise more, but would never have
considered ourselves to be amateur naturalists.
In 2013 a meet at Kilnsey was held where members were
shown the catch from an overnight moth trap. It was
fascinating to see what variety and how much beauty there
was, moths not being something we knew much about
because of their mainly nocturnal habits. Seeing our
fascination Peter Riley invited us to be present at the
opening of a trap at Nethergill Farm the following weekend.
It was even more interesting to see the process of lifting the
egg boxes and their cargo of moths out, though daunting to
see all the larger moths (the macros) being named by Peter
with no hesitation, and even more so to see Peter Murphy do
the same with the micro moths, some of which were the size
of a small fingernail and most of them only having a Latin
name. On learning that there were something like 800
macro moths and 1500 micros in Britain the possibility of
ever being able to identify them seemed remote. However
the offer of being further introduced to mothing by helping
to open the trap at Sun Lane was quickly accepted on several
occasions. When deciding to have a go ourselves in the 2014
season the type of trap required for home use and the books
needed to help with identification were talked through. A
trap like one Peter himself often uses at home, lower
powered than that used at Sun Lane (so as not to annoy our
neighbours), seemed ideal.
After Joyce Clerk came to show how to how to use the
Excel recording sheet we were ready to start. Very little was
expected as the garden is simply a small paved area the
width of the house with a narrow flower border around it in
a courtyard situation. However by November well over 100
different species had been recorded, helped by the fact that
the lower moor is not far from the rear of the house and
there are mature trees and a very large and overgrown
garden across the road on the other side, thus giving
different local habitats. This was helping to attract a variety
of moths. The main highlights of this first year were a Clay
Triple lines (Cyclophora linearia), rarely found around here
and a Double-striped Pug (Gymnoscelis rufifasciata), a
common moth that was found on the dining-room wall just
after Christmas, the first ever found in Yorkshire in
December.
In these initial stages identifying the catch was the main
problem. This was solved, if the moth could not be easily
recognised, by putting it in a plastic tub and taking a photo
using a camera with a macro zoom facility which meant that
by putting the photo on the computer every detail of the
wing marking could be seen. Photos of the few that were still
a mystery were e-mailed to Mike and Joyce Clerk, the moth
recorders, whose help was invaluable and much appreciated.
It still is but we need to trouble them far less now. If they
were not available, Charles Fletcher, the county recorder,
was always quick to let us know what had been caught.
Being able to see such detail meant that it was even possible
to have a go at identifying the micros that came to the trap.
This meant that when tiny moths fluttering around the ferns
in the garden were seen in 2015 we were able to net one and
found it to be Psychoides filicivora. This had only been found
in 10 sites in Yorkshire up to 2014, though increasing in
numbers according to Charles who confirmed the identity
after 2 photos taken from above and to the side had been
submitted. Another odd one was the Tissue moth (Triphosa
dubitata) which should have been in its usual habitat of the
limestone dales, not flying around Ilkley. Now, after 4 years
212 species of moth have been recorded, 12 of them found on
walks in the Wharfedale recording area, the rest being in the
trap or resting very close to it. Since we started recording
them the garden borders have been reorganised with

flowering plants attractive to pollinators and this has
probably helped increase the numbers and variety of the
catch.
Going out to the trap in the morning remains a
fascination and always will, the main attractions now being
to see if any of the moths caught are a new species to us and
to find some of the more spectacular ones like the large and
beautifully coloured Hawk moths. We were always fond of
beachcombing when we got the chance and mothing has the
same attraction, never knowing what may turn up - lifting
each egg box out is similar to turning over stones on the
beach to see what lies beneath. As we get older and former
energetic outdoor pursuits become less important this new
interest, plus recording other aspects of wildlife when out
and about, will provide plenty of pleasure for many years to
come. The recording of diminishing forms of natural life has
become more important and fortunately more popular in
recent years. The number of moth recorders in our own
society has grown significantly in the 4 years since we
started and hopefully will continue to do so—anyone wishing
to make a start will find just as much enthusiastic and
expert help as we did.

Peter and Janet Burns
BIRD BONANZA
In the late afternoon and evening of Saturday 21st October a
storm blew up in Wharfedale with very high winds and
heavy rain amounting to over an inch by the end of the day.
When we woke the next morning we were witness to a
most remarkable hour or two of bird activity in the garden.
All our feeders had been topped up the previous day
fortunately so there was plenty to attract any hungry birds
and they duly took advantage. Nothing very unusual about
this you might think but there were two aspects of this
particular feeding session that were especially noteworthy,
namely the numbers of birds and their use of seed heads as
well as the feeding stations.
Dealing with the numbers first, there were so many that
it was difficult to count but there were at least 50 goldfinch,
double figures of greenfinch, long-tailed tits and tree
sparrows, 6 redwing, blackbirds and one song thrush – the
latter being really difficult to see at this time of year. The
whole garden front and back was simply awash with birds
like a giant feeding party par excellence had moved in and
were in no rush to leave.
This activity of itself was enough to have us riveted at the
window but even more interesting was the activity included
some mass feeding on seed heads. We always leave most of
our wild flower seed heads in the garden right through the
winter on the grounds that this might of itself attract a
feeding party and this policy was really justified by the
frenzy that it produced on this occasion. Especially popular
was the Common Knapweed which produced at least 12
feeding goldfinch no more than eight feet from our window
giving Anne a great photo opportunity. Rather more
surprising however was the extent of the feeding birds –
mostly goldfinch but including blue tits and greenfinch – on
the hemp agrimony seed heads which was a phenomenon
we had never seen before. These seeds are very ‘fluffy’ and
the actual seed itself appears to be too small to provide much
sustenance but obviously they can still attract in the right
circumstances. The song thrush and redwings were feeding
mostly on berries as would be expected but the continuous
activity of the latter was especially interesting to watch as
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they darted about seemingly too afraid to stay in one place
for more than a few seconds.
As you can imagine we got a great deal of pleasure from
this interlude and yet it was tinged with the frustration of
not knowing why exactly this happened. Although a nasty
spell of weather it wasn’t particularly cold and the wind was
no more than a breeze by the morning and yet something
about the previous day’s weather event had brought all these
birds together and concentrated in our garden. Clearly we
like to think it is a wildlife friendly garden but why should
this happen on just this one occasion, never having been
observed before or since, despite numerous spells of cold,
windy and/or wet weather. All we can say is that the birds
were obviously very hungry!

Peter Riley
FUNGUS FORAY
SATURDAY 14th OCTOBER MIDDLETON WOODS
The day began somewhat miserable and overcast but the
overnight rain was behind us by the time we set off from the
Ilkley Lido Car Park into Middleton Woods at 10am. Our
Leader was WNS member Andrew Woodall who is a local
fungi expert as well as being a keen general naturalist.
Despite the dull weather some 27 hardy WNS members and
several visitors came to see what we could find. With this
number in train there was no shortage of eager eyes to
search and draw Andrew’s attention to the wide variety of
fungi that can be found in this ancient woodland. Fungi
enthusiasts Mike and Joyce Clerk and Bruce Brown were
particularly effective at discovering interesting specimens off
the beaten track so that we were never short of
opportunities for Andrew to demonstrate his well-honed
identification skills.
Our walk took us through a number of differing habitats
in the wood as we climbed to the higher reaches finishing
back at the car park around 12.30pm.
We identified 47 species in total which was generally agreed
represented a very good haul. The full list is given below.
The Society would like to take this opportunity to thank
Andy for an excellent morning in every respect. His
knowledge, enthusiasm and leadership skills do ensure a
thoroughly enjoyable and entertaining experience for expert
and non-expert alike.
Stump puffball Lycoperdon pyriforme
Common earthball Scleroderma citrinum
Bitter bracket Postia stiptica on conifer
Blueing bracket Postia subcaesia
Beefsteak fungus Fistulina hepatica on oak
Blushing bracket Daedaleopsis confragosa willow, alder, etc
Hazel racket Skeletocutis nivea on hazel
Blackfoot polypore Polyporus leptocephalus
Alder bracket Mensularia radiata (formerly Inonotus
radiatus) on various hardwoods
Split porecrust Schizopora paradoxa
Elder whitewash Hyphodontia sambuci on elder
Hairy curtaincrust Stereum hirsutum
Bleeding broadleaf crust Haematostereum rugosum
Jelly ear Auricularia auricula-judae on elder
Jelly spot Dacrymyces stillatus

I now have two coming nightly to quench their thirst and to
eat the mealworms and sunflower hearts I put down for
them.
I love my garden and have put in plants designed to
attract insects. Sometimes things are there which you don't
realise until you just sit and observe what's going on around
you.
One day in August I was looking out and there were a few
tiny ants scurrying about in an excited manner. Crawling
out of a hole in the ground came winged ants and within the
space of a few minutes it seemed my whole lawn was an
eruption of flying ants, climbing up stalks of any vegetation
they could find to get the best position to launch themselves
into the air. There were clouds of them, providing the
resident birds with an unexpected bounty of food. The birds
busily set about gorging themselves on as many as they
could manage. This went on for an hour or two, then ended
as suddenly as it began and all was quiet again.
As I said, I like to keep my garden looking nice and any
plant which had no value to wildlife is soon pulled out. The
house next door but one is rented out and the garden has
been neglected and left to its own devices. As a result it's a
bit of a jungle.
An eyesore, you might think? Well, not exactly. The
bushes provide food and shelter for the ever-present
sparrows and the ivy has had blackbirds nesting in it every
springtime. Not only that, it is a host for many insects,
providing them with a late source of nectar, especially now,
as I write in October.
Looking at the ivy, it is alive with bees and insects all
feeding on the tiny flowers. There are at least five red
admirals, and in the past I've been lucky enough to have had
holly blue butterflies visiting, as ivy is their caterpillars’
foodplant.
Sometimes you don't need to go to RSPB reserves to see
lots of wildlife. With little or no effort you can make your
own garden a mini reserve which will hopefully provide you
with as much enjoyment as my town garden does.

Brown birch bolete Leccinum scabrum birch
Brown rollrim Paxillus obscurisporus birch
Coconut-scented milkcap Lactarius glyciosmus under birch
Yellow-ochre brittlegill Russula ochroleuca
Oilslick brittlegill Russula ionochlora needed to be worked
on, Mike took it home to check. Under beech
Parrot waxcap Hygrocybe psittacina
Honey fungus Armillaria mellea
Birch knight Tricholoma fulvum under birch
The deceiver Laccaria laccata
Clustered toughshank Collybia confluens
Buttercap or greasy toughshank Rhodocollybia butyracea
Wood blewit Lepista nuda
Common bonnet Mycena galericulata
Iodine bonnet Mycena filopes
Angel’s bonnet Mycena arcangeliana
Clustered bonnet Mycena inclinata on oak
Ivory bonnet Mycena flavoalba amongst grass
Olive oysterling Panellus serotinus on oak
Deer cap or deer shield Pluteus cervinus
Sulphur tuft Hypholoma fasciculare
Shaggy scalycap Pholiota squarrosa
Common oysterling Crepidotus cesatii
Black bulgar or soldier’s buttons Bulgaria inquinans
Purple jellydisc Ascocoryne sarcoides
Candlesnuff fungus Xylaria hypoxylon
Cramp balls or King Alfred’s cakes Daldinia concentrica
Beech barkspot Diatrype disciformis
Oak barkspot Diatrypella quercina
Sycamore tar-spot Rhytisma acerinum
Tawny funnel Lepista flaccida
Crimped gill Plicaturopsis crispa

Karen Shackleton

Peter Riley
RODLEY VISIT JULY 25TH
A WILDLIFE GARDEN IN THE CENTRE OF
TOWN

Our annual visit to Rodley Nature Reserve began on a dull,
dreary note but by lunchtime had turned into a bright,
warm, sunny day. 37 people attended.
The morning was devoted to birding and invertebrates.
Peter and Barbara led two groups on a circular tour taking
in the four bird hides. 38 species of bird were recorded the
highlight being from the kingfisher hide where not only a
kingfisher was noted but also a grey heron and a little egret.
The invertebrate group, led by Madge, made their way to the
Poplar Field via the Manager's Garden. They recorded a wide
variety of invertebrates which included hoverflies,
butterflies, moths and ladybirds.
Back at the centre the moth trap revealed 46 species of
macro moths and several species of micro moths. The
colours, shapes, patterns and names, such as burnished
brass, uncertain, wainscot, footman and of course the old
adage " we've caught an old lady in the trap!" caused much
fascination and amusement.
After lunch we made our way to the dragonfly ponds via
the butterfly bank. We recorded 13 species of butterflies and
8 species of dragonflies (Odonata).

Sadly, I missed Richard Fuller's trip to Old Moor this year,
but as I was at home I noticed in amongst my 20 odd house
sparrows which regularly visit my feeders there was one a
little different. This had a completely chestnut crown with a
black spot on its cheeks – a tree sparrow, no less! For the
lucky ones amongst you who happen to live near the
countryside this might not be so unusual, but I live in a
small house in the centre of Ilkley. Despite this, I have a
surprising amount of wildlife visiting my garden.
Last Spring there was a bit of a dry spell, so I put out one
if those shallow Gu pot jars and kept it topped up with
water. Now, a lot is published about the value of a pond or
water feature in a garden for wildlife, but this little Gu pot
provided me with much entertainment as I watched a
sparrow trying it's best to squeeze itself into it for a good
bath and splash about.
A couple of nights after putting this water out a dark
shadow emerged out of my neighbours bushes and to my
great surprise and delight a hedgehog had come for a drink.
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We concluded our day with visit to the Rodley Robins
Reserve. The reserve is a private space for a group of young
naturalists. It contains many interesting features which
include bird feeders, a wellington flower garden, a sunflower
growing competition and corrugated tins which revealed 2
very surprised toads.
A huge thanks is due to Peter, Barbara and Madge both
for giving their time and their expertise.

Pat Limb
TRIP TO RSPB LEIGHTON MOSS, 3 JUNE
The day dawned gloriously warm and sunny and it was an
eager band of Nats who tumbled out of the bus into the car
park. Most of us had been studying the list of recent
sightings, and we were excited at the prospect of potentially
spotting spoonbills and avocets.
First-time visitors very much enjoyed climbing the Sky
Tower, with its panoramic views across the site. Some of us
headed to the right towards the Jackson and Grisedale hides,
while others set off to the Causeway and Lower hides. Some
may even have gone straight to the café for a cheeky coffee
before tackling the reserve.
The highlights of the day for me included a huge flock of
black-tailed godwits and some very close-up views of the
elusive marsh tit and willow warbler. Against the dazzlingly
blue sky, the marsh harriers were very much in evidence,
and some of us were even lucky enough to witness a pair
passing food to each other in mid-air, surely one of the most
dramatic pieces of behaviour in all of British wildlife.
But as we always say: Leighton Moss is about so much
more than the birds. The youngest member of our party,
Charlie, was as spellbound by a broad-bodied chaser
dragonfly (which he reported as his first one of the year)
and the spectacle of an otter hunting ducklings as he had
been by the marsh harriers passing food. Several others
were also lucky enough to see the otters, and red deer were
also observed.
As well as dragonflies, the insects seen included peacock,
orange tip and speckled wood butterflies. There was much to
enjoy as well in the water, with large clutches of tadpoles
wriggling in the ponds by the dipping platforms. They will
doubtless provide food for many other creatures.
Many of us had the pleasure of observing various birds
feeding their clamorous young. With so many different
species on site, this time of year is perfect for honing ID
skills, as both parents and young are comparatively easy to
see. The leaf cover on the trees was not yet quite complete,
meaning that birds such as sedge warbler, willow warbler
and chiffchaff could be seen as well as heard.
It was a tired but very happy band who boarded the coach
for home that afternoon. We had all had another wonderful
day at this flagship RSPB reserve, and look forward to our
next visit.

HAY MEADOW CELEBRATION AT
NETHERGILL FARM, OUGHTERSHAW 2ND
JULY
Actually getting to Nethergill proved more of a challenge
than anticipated, as our route coincided with a large cycling
event organised by Ripon Cycling Club, and the re-tarmacing
of the Upper Wharfedale road beyond Yockenthwaite!
However, the Wharfedale Naturalists are a resourceful lot
and a sizeable group of 20 or so gathered to be welcomed by
our hosts, Chris and Fiona Clark at 11.00 a.m. as planned.
The progress that they have made since we were last
there, two years ago, was immediately apparent as the room
in which we met has now been fitted out as a working
classroom with tables and chairs and display and
information stations. We received our usual warm welcome
from Chris and Fiona and, after coffee and cake, had a brief
introduction into the working of their farm and Chris's
ambitions to work in an ecologically sound way in harmony
with the demands of its upland and climatological location.
He explained how he had made changes in the ways he had
approached this, from the types of tree vegetation that he
had introduced, to re-assessing the land drainage, and by
reducing the numbers of sheep on his land. Also his white
shorthorn cattle – a hardy beef breed – are now kept indoors
in the winter. I seem to remember that he had thoughts of
keeping some of them out of doors but the winter climate is
too unpredictable and too severe at Nethergill. Discussion
was getting wide and varied so Peter suggested that we got
on with the outdoor activities. So, on a cool day in early July
we went out into Nethergill's Hay meadows.
First impressions were of a sea of pink which it
transpired was red clover. Chris demonstrated that the
yellow rattle was not yet rattling, an indicator used by
farmers for when the hay is ready to be cut. We were
surprised to hear that they had had a late spring and the
meadow was two weeks later than in other years in its
preparedness for harvest. We soon realised that, as well as a
variety of grasses, the meadow held a wealth of varieties of
wild flowers, some with medical applications according to
historic practice. Both eyebright and meadowsweet were
present. The first can be used as a tincture to treat eye
problems and the meadowsweet was a precursor to aspirin,
used as an analgesic and antiseptic. It appears that natural
hay meadows like this have health benefits to cattle run on
them as the natural antibiotic content reduces the need for
synthetic dosing of the animals, potentially reducing the cost
and dependency on these by farmers.
We proceeded down the stream below the farm,
observing patches of marsh marigold as we went. We were
able to see the managing the erosion of the stream by spiling

Lynn Loader

At Nethergill (IW)
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with woven willow, which has now rooted and become
bushy, except where sheep have nibbled the lower branches.
The stream has been held in place and banks erosion halted.
Close to the stream the habitat for a wider range of wild
flowers was observed – spotted orchid, lesser stitchwort,
speedwell and tormentil were present. The saplings planted
on the far bank were getting established at a site of a landslip, and it was on the far bank we saw the early purple
marsh orchid and the birdseye primrose.
We followed a subsidiary stream back towards the farm
track, observing the beginnings of an ox-bow lake. This took
me straight back to school geography lessons! By the track
we saw another range of flowers, bird’sfoot trefoil, white
clover and, en route to the farm, yarrow just coming into
flower. We returned to the farm for lunch and then made a
choice as to whether to visit the bird hides or to proceed out
onto the hill to look at the drainage and planting projects
It was a cold day with no sun so there was little evidence
of insect life and we were scarcely bothered by flies. Some
were about because the house martins were hunting them
but I saw few swallows. I think the barn swallows are
reduced in numbers this year because we are not seeing the
usual numbers anywhere. Also, I saw no butterflies at the
farm. It was very chilly, cloudy and windy so conditions did
not favour them.
We decided on the bird hides, of which there are two, so
we selected the nearest to the farm. This gave us the
opportunity of watching our fellow naturalists crossing the
stream and congratulating ourselves on our choice!
The birds spotted were not hugely varied – a large group
of siskin, 5 or 6 at one time, chaffinch, house martin and
house sparrow. We also saw a tree pipit on the wires.
Prior to our leaving, Fiona was telling us that her other
projects – providing accommodation for Dalesway walkers,
speaking to interested groups and having groups of young
people visit were all progressing well.
Nethergill is still an oasis of calm in a busy world but is a
focus for much activity on the quiet. Thousands of trees have
been planted and drainage ditches re-directed, all with a
view to using the land in harmony with nature and with a
view to contributing to the alleviation of flooding in the
lower valley by regulating the run-off of water from the
hills.
In terms of stock management, Chris takes a view that
less can be more and he's particularly keen on reducing
sheep numbers so the moorland vegetation can be restored
and also contribute to the management of the water run-off.
All big ideas from small beginnings!

Janet Watt

BEN RHYDDING GRAVEL PITS NATURE
RESERVE Review of the Year 2017
Botanical Highlights
The proliferation of southern marsh orchids continues to
amaze and this year we estimated over 1,500 flowering
spikes. We were indebted to Dave Howson who spotted our
first twayblade for at least 10 yrs and were delighted to find
two broad-leaved helleborine on the reserve. Previous
records were limited to the Anglers’ site.
New — Mini-Meadow
Our grassland expert Steve Peel took the lead with the
planning and most of spade work for a new mini-meadow

with species appropriate to the habitat. Seeds were from
Sun Lane, other local sites and from elsewhere on the
reserve. Grasses were a mixture of common bent, crested
dogstail, red fescue , sweet vernal and quaking grass. Forbs
included great burnet, betony, ribwort plantain, devil’s bit
scabious, bird’s-foot trefoil, red clover and yellow rattle. We
expect this to take a few years to establish.
New Mower
Having previously relied on rabbits and a brush-cutter, the
purchase of a powered petrol mower gives us the
opportunity to manage the meadow, widen the path margins
and keep the bramble under control.
Walker Friendly
Over the August Bank Holiday we were delighted to
welcome a walk led by David Asher as part of the Burley
Walking Festival. As the walk started at Sun Lane, it made
sense to enter the reserve at the far eastern end, where we
have an informal entrance. It was great to introduce new
people to the site. We have now put up a temporary sign to
encourage able bodied walkers to walk through the reserve
rather than the A65 footpath. Whist the kingfishers proved
elusive we were frequently joined by dragonflies en route.
Everyone Needs Good Neighbours
Our neighbours and friends Ilkley Anglers finally bit the
bullet and invested a substantial amount of money on
clearing yellow water-lily from a large stretch of their pond.
A specialist contractor used a floating excavator to remove
several tonnes of rhizomes from across the central section.
Those of you who know the site will struggle to remember a
time when you could see much open water. Whilst yellow
water-lily is a personal favourite it was sad to see the
negative impact it had on other aquatic species. With no
additional contamination from the car wash now for a
number of years, we will watch with great interest to see
how the habitat and water quality improve.
Goodbye SEGI hello LWS!
West Yorkshire Ecology (the joint service for the five
districts of West Yorks) are in the process of re-surveying
those sites designated Sites of Ecological or Geological
Importance. Locally many were last surveyed over 10 years
ago. They will decide if they now merit the nationally
recognised name/designation of Local Wildlife Sites. Whilst
the BRGP Local Nature Reserve will clearly have the new
designation, what happens to the Angler’s Site (the other
half of the SEGI) is unclear. We will however to continue to
work closely with our neighbours to help them improve the
site’s bio-diversity.
Update On Dutch Elm Disease
First discovered in 2016 the two sickly wych elms have
finally succumbed and a number of other trees are showing
the early tell tale signs of die-back. Whilst we planted
saplings last winter it remains to be seen if we can sustain
our population of white-letter hairstreak. The larvae of these
enigmatic butterflies solely feed on new buds and flowers of
the elm.
We Need Your Help!
2017 marked the 10th anniversary of WNS management of
BRGP. A big thank you to work-group members, past and
present for all their hard work and enthusiasm. However we
do really need some extra help. So why not give us a try out?
We usually meet the 2nd Saturday of the month. Please
don’t hesitate to give me a call on 01535 647220 or 07770
840156 or email me at parkes.steve@hotmail.co.uk.

Steve Parkes
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Bird Report
Weather summary (from Met Office and BTO)
Much of 2017 seemed unexceptional for weather as it
affected birds in our area. December 2016 was mild and
changeable with below average rainfall over much of
England. January and February brought some cold weather,
perhaps enough to boost some garden bird numbers. March
was changeable, with weather fronts in France affecting
migration, as was April which was notable for a northerly
outbreak late in the month. To quote the BTO: ‘a complete
flip in the airflow saw bitter northerly winds dominating for
much of the week; temperatures plummeted into the single
figures and flurries of snow and hail across the north of the
UK further added to the week’s wintry feel’. These northerly
winds into May were considered responsible for much
delayed northward migration, particularly of swifts. May
and June both brought some unsettled weather, and house
martin migration seemed to be held up, though less was
heard this year of gloomy breeding forecasts for UK birds.
July and August were quite unsettled, with few really fine
spells. September brought above average rainfall to much of
England, and much of October was dominated by south
westerly winds, perhaps slowing migration from the north
and east, though there was a northerly outbreak followed by
frost at the end of the month. November was a mixture of
westerly and northerly winds, with a generally cold spell at
the end of the month. December brought wintry spells
towards the middle and also the end of the month, so the
last two months of the year brought a few migrant thrushes,
and goldcrests, into gardens.
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�
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�

BTO sources including Breeding Bird Survey (BBS)

Highlights of the year
�

�

�

�

�

�

from Barden to Storiths, 10 redstarts were counted
on one August day, and at least 12 spotted
flycatchers on one occasion in July. Garden
warblers were reported from the highest number
of sites since 2011.
A pair of ring ouzel appeared to be behaving as if
they were nesting in the Burley Moor area, though
in the end probably not proven.
Wood warblers apparently bred in small numbers
at Strid Woods, at a site near Thruscross, and likely
at Heber’s Ghyll.
Teal were proved to breed, seen with young, at a
wetland in the Grassington area
At least one pair, probably two, of ringed plover
bred at the same site, in addition to their usual
breeding location.
Bullfinches were generally easy to see at least in the
south of our area, and with many garden records.
Stonechats were reported from the largest number
of locations since 2009.

An invasion of continental hawfinches across much
of the country from late October included a small
number in our area, mostly elusive but seen at
Ilkley and Otley cemeteries and Strid Woods in
particular. However, viewing the species proved
easier at places outside our area, such as Fountains
Abbey and particularly the Yorkshire Arboretum at
Castle Howard.
Waxwings, which arrived in reasonable numbers in
late 2016, were still present in January, particularly
in Ilkley, and parties were seen in the south of our
area until March.
Particularly large or impressive assemblages of
birds included many thousands of starlings at Otley
Wetland in January and again in December, roosts
of several thousand mixed black-headed and
common gulls at Swinsty and Grimwith, mainly
early in the year, and unusual in our area, 4,000
Woodpigeon over Timble in October. At least 650
golden plover were at Sandwith Moor in
November.
Norwood Edge proved a rewarding raptor watch
point at times, with 24 red kites counted in an hour
one June morning, heading north and dispersing
into a couple of specific routes. This area also saw
our only goshawk, and 3 peregrines in November.
Barden Moor was again a good location for scarce
species passing through, and one or two observers
were fortunate to see a crane and a great grey
shrike there in April.
Some areas held good numbers of redstarts,
spotted flycatchers and tree pipits. On the road
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Species accounts also may refer to the BTO’S Breeding Birds
Survey, 1995 – 2016 and to the Wetlands Birds Survey. Also
mentioned is the BTO’s BirdTrack, which compares the
current year’s relative abundance (i.e. sightings) for
particular species across the UK against the recent average.
In November 2017 the Government (Defra) published
Wild bird populations in the UK, 1970 to 2016. For farmland
birds the general background for many species is one of
decline, however, short-term trends since 2010 for
previously-declined species such as tree sparrow, skylark,
linnet, starling and yellow wagtail show improvement, and
are stable or even increasing. Since 2010, resident woodland
species such as wren and goldcrest, partial migrants such as
blackcap and chiffchaff and even some long-distance
migrants such as spotted flycatcher and pied flycatcher have
shown increases. But over the same period, species such as
marsh tit, coal tit and garden warbler have shown marked
declines. In 2016, the breeding water and wetland bird
index was still 8% lower than its 1975 level. There has
however been no significant change in the short-term trend
since 2010. Over the long-term, species associated with
reed-beds and slow-flowing or standing water bodies have
fared better than those associated with fast-flowing water or
with wet grasslands (particularly waders). Among breeding
waterways and wetland species, there have been strong
increases in Little Egret, Goosander, Grey Wagtail and Teal
since 2010, whereas Sedge Warbler and Coot show the
strongest recent declines. It is interesting to look at some of
the species in our area in the light of the above UK trends.
As in recent WNS bird reports, the north and south
divisions of our region, and the analysis of main bird
watching areas within these, have been retained. This
approach helps to maintain reasonable consistency with
previous reports, in such a varied area. The same
standardised sites list, as for previous years, has also been
used.
N. B. Bird names and their order in this report largely
follow British Ornithologists’ Union (BOU) The British List:
a checklist of birds of Britain, 8th ed, 2013. In 2016, the
British Ornithologists' Union reviewed the taxonomic
authority they use. The BOU decided to adopt the
International Ornithological Congress taxonomy with effect

from 1 January 2018. The BTO and other organisations are
currently in the process of adopting this new taxonomic list.

2017 facts and figures
The 7,801 sighting records received were 6% down on 2016.
The total number of species recorded fell slightly, largely due
to the absence this year in our area of a number of scarce
and irregular species. The blackbird retained its place as the
species for which the largest number of records (210) was
received. The blackbird and buzzard were jointly species
recorded at the greatest number of sites (69), again just
ahead of the curlew (65).
56 species (52 in 2016) were garden visitors, as reported
by contributors, in 2017, excluding obvious fly-overs, and
there was evidence of garden breeding for 17 species (21 in
2016).
The numbers of species and sightings for 2017 are
summarised below. For each region, north and south,
figures are also given for three or four areas within those
regions. 2016 figures, slightly updated, follow in brackets.
Species recorded

Sightings

S of Barden Bridge

142 (153)

5,936 (6,252)

Washburn (Inc. Haverah Park

125 (129)

1,772 (2,011)

Otley Wetland

86 (90)

769 (923)

Bolton Abbey Estate

95 (105)

769 (923)

N of Barden Bridge

109 (112)

1,867 (2,043)

Grimwith Reservoir

59 (68)

167 (252)

Grassington area

105 (102)

700 (761)

Littondale

53 (63)

198 (210)

Upper Wharfedale
Sarbotton-Oughtershaw
TOTAL

61 (65)

225 (178)

147 (156)

7,803 (8,295)

The Society has been exchanging records with the Upper
Wharfedale Field Society since 2005, and with the Bradford
Ornithological Group since 2011. The Society would like to
thank both organisations for their contributions and their
advice.
In the Classified List ‘Burley’ is Burley in Wharfedale, and
references to Beaverdyke, Chelker, Fewston, Grimwith, John
O’Gaunts, Lindley, Swinsty, Scargill, Thruscross, Upper and
Lower Barden mean the reservoirs or their vicinity at these
locations. Mid Wharfedale is taken as the area downstream
from Barden Bridge and above Pool Bridge. Upper
Wharfedale starts above Barden Bridge, whilst Lower
Wharfedale is below Pool Bridge. In the Washburn Valley the
dam at the southern end of Fewston is taken as the
boundary between upper and lower Washburn. ‘North’ and
‘south’ have been extensively used to identify the regions
above and below Barden Bridge. Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits
has been abbreviated throughout to BRGP.
Conclusions: Much of the value of a local club report lies
in consistency of recording over time, so the advice given
over recent years still stands, i.e.
Regular birders’ views about local species populations
and trends are welcome.
The inclusion of maximum flock sizes is a valuable
indicator of the state of populations for many species.
Examples of breeding and interesting or unusual
behaviour and, of course, garden records, are all valuable
contributions to a full and interesting annual report.
You can also greatly assist by submitting your reports in
batches throughout the year if you generate a lot of records
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– either quarterly or half-yearly. In particular, please try to
avoid submitting large amounts all at the end of the year.
Emailed records are of course welcome, with spreadsheet
(ideally) or table attached, as well as written lists submitted
by post or by hand at meetings. The schedule for the
production of the Annual Report is very tight – it has to
reach the Editors by the end of January. Inclusion of any
records received after Friday, 5th January 2019 cannot be
guaranteed.

Classified List:
MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor
037 Sightings/06 Sites
Common local breeding resident: population stable.
The status and distribution of this species remained stable in
2017. Mostly staying within its limited range of locations,
overall numbers only seem to vary according to whether or
not juveniles are present with adults. The maximum flock
was 25 on the river at Otley in February, including
immatures. The highest Otley Wetland count was 18, in
December this year, compared with 11 in 2016. A regular
pair at Knotford was seen with 10 young in June (they had 5
young in 2016), though this number was not seen again
here. A pair at Farnley Lake was with 6 young in May and
June. At Otley Wetland 2 pairs were reported breeding,
though only 2 juveniles were seen at any one time. Other
locations recording the species were BRGP, with 2 present,
an unusual species for the site, in May, and Kex Gill, where
there were 3 sub-adults on 5th November, the first seen
there by this observer (KM**).
WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus
012 Sightings/08 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
Sightings of this species continued the
slight rise experienced in 2016, with
the majority in March. There were 3
at Lindley on 4th March, followed by
8 on the water at Chelker on 16th and
18th March. On 22nd March the
Chelker flock had risen to 50, and the
following day the action moved to
Grass Wood where 75 flew over,
heading northwards up Wharfedale
(GL*). On 25th March one was
swimming amongst mute swans on
the river at Otley. Autumn saw 2 flying south over John
O’Gaunts on 27th October, 3 at Scargill on 2nd November,
and 3 adults and 2 juveniles at Knotford on 18th November.
BLACK SWAN Cygnus atratus
Exotic escape
This species is not on the British List. A single bird on the
river at Otley on 9th March remained until at least 12th April
(F&CH and various observers).
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhynchus
013 Sightings/10 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/visitor.
2017 produced similar numbers of sightings of this species
to the previous year, mostly in overflying flocks in the first
quarter of the year and in autumn. The first records were

early, with 35 flying up river over Strid Woods on 10th
January (RN**). On 17th January over 250 flew over Burley
(PD&JBP) with 300 north-west over Burley on 19th January
(J&PC). On 27th January, 2 were with wigeon at Knotford
and 4 were at Thruscross on 28th February. On 22nd March,
60 flew west over Addingham. On 22nd September a
number flew over Timble Ings, 480 flew over Barden Moor
on 3rd October (BOG) with 150 seen from Barden View
Point on 4th November. On 16th October a skein of around
60 flew over Otley. A ‘very large’ flock was seen very high
over Ilkley Moor, heading west on 23rd October (J&SS), and
the following morning up to 100 flew east over Addingham.
GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser
108 Sightings/40 Sites
Common resident breeder/visitor: recent significant
population increase.
This successful species retained this year the high level of
sightings received in 2016, with increased Washburn
records, this area now providing a third of all sightings of
the species. Only 15% of sightings were from the north of
our area, generally from the southern part of the
Grassington area southwards, but also including Kilnsey and
Grimwith, which can hold significant numbers. It was
widely distributed south of Barden Bridge, though no
records were received from south of Knotford this year. The
largest first quarter counts were 167 at Fewston on 23rd
January (JP), and 100 at Denton Moor in March. The John
O’Gaunts annual peak count of 96 was in February. Birds
are much more dispersed as breeding gets under way, and
the first chick was noted at Kex Gill on 21st April. During the
next few days adults and young were reported from Barden
Bridge and Appletreewick. By early May, 23 young
accompanied 25 adults at Otley Wetland, 50 with young
were around Lower Barden, and 273 adults were with 33
goslings at Otley Wetland on 5th June (JM). In July Chelker
held a gathering of 104, and Farnley Lake a high 400, but by
4th September the year’s highest count of 950 was at
Lindley (JM). On 23rd December an unusual 100 birds were
at Linton Bottoms.
BAR-HEADED GOOSE Anser indicus
Escapee
This species is not on the British list, but is sometimes
encountered in our area. One was recorded at Grimwith on
13th June.
CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis
065 Sightings/18 Sites
Common breeding resident/visitor: significant population
increase in recent decades.
Again this species was predominately found in the south of
our area in 2017, with northern sightings received only from
Grimwith where there were 8 in March. Favoured southern
sites were Otley Wetland with 84 counted on 11th April and
93 on 2nd July, and Lindley, from where a series of large
counts came, with a first quarter maximum of 120 in
February, then 200 on 4th September, and 150 in late
November. 156 were at Fewston on 23rd January. A flock in
excess of 250 was reported at Swinsty on 23rd August (AKe),
with 119 at Fewston on 6th October. Breeding and young
birds were mainly recorded at Otley Wetland, with a peak of
84 in July. The Knotford maximum was 36 in February, with
40 and 49 reported from John O’Gaunts and Scargill in July.
Barden Moor reservoirs were not counted this year. Small
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numbers were reported from Lippersley Pike in May and
Hawksworth Moor in July.
BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
Since the unusual report of a migrating flock of 50 in 2014,
sightings have been extremely limited. One was seen in 2015,
none in 2016, and 2017 saw just one bird at Kex Gill, with
canada geese, on 12th May (PBR).
EGYPTIAN GOOSE Alopochen aegyptiaca
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce visitor/possible escapee.
Any sighting of this species is likely to involve escapes. One
was at Knotford between 2nd and 11th May (JM, AJ)
SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna
003 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/visitor: may breed some years.
This scarce species
was again reported
from 3 locations. One
was again at Riffa
(Hunters Pub) pond
outside Pool, noted
between 11th March
and 13th May. On
27th May a pair was
at Lindley, flying off
south, and one was at
Kex Gill on 9th June.
MANDARIN DUCK Aix galericulata
063 Sightings/23 Sites
Scarce visitor/escaped species but local breeding population
now established.
The number of sites from which the Mandarin duck was
reported in 2017 remained similar to the previous two years,
as did the number of sightings. Peak counts were however
somewhat lower. Its range this year extended from Otley
and the lower Washburn up to Lower Grass Wood. The
trend for increased Washburn sightings continued, with
reports from below Lindley to Swinsty and Scargill. Bolton
Abbey Estate produced some larger counts of the species but
sightings have fallen here since 2014. On 8th January 45
were in 2 groups at Strid Woods (DO’C), but the largest first
quarter count was 57 on 22nd February at Lindley (KM**).
54 were again in Strid Woods on 6th September (J&FTo). At
least one pair was in trees at Hebden in March, and at least 5
were in trees at Strid Woods in late April. A male was in
woods at Scargill in May. A pair appeared on a Burley
garden pond at the end of March. At Menston, in April, a
pair took over a barn owl box near a pond and hatched 9
eggs, and a barn owl box was taken over at Farnley Estate by
another pair, hatching 11 young (PRo). In May, an adult
with 5 young was at Norwood Bottom, 4 adults were with 6
young at Strid Woods, and 10 assorted adults accompanied 6
ducklings at Howgill in June. In July a female was observed
doing a broken wing display, presumably as a distraction
(PBR). Just small numbers were reported from Burnsall and
Lindley in November.

WIGEON Anas penelope
045 Sightings/09 Sites
Possible scarce breeding (although breeding at the one site
must now be in doubt) resident/passage migrant: population
stable/increasing.
The wigeon winters in our area in good numbers, and again
in 2017 had at least a minimal presence throughout the year.
The peak first quarter totals were in late January, with 150
at Knotford on 27th, 100 at Otley Wetland on 29th, and 70 at
Grimwith on 27th (AJ, PBR, GL*). Year end counts were at
Otley Wetland with 117 the maximum on 8th November
(PP), and 22 at Knotford at the end of December. There were
still 53 at Grimwith on 23rd March, with just 1 male there on
7th May (SB), just as 1 male was seen in May 2016, and 15
had again returned by 28th September. A single male was
with mallards on the river between Hebden and Grassington
on 2nd January and 2 females there on 28th September. In
February, 6 were at Fewston, 20 at Lindley, with 8 at
Fewston and 12 at Swinsty in October. 1 was at Scargill on
2nd November, and at John O’Gaunts a single was reported
on 17th April and 2 had returned on 9th September.
GADWALL Anas strepera
007 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor
This species has become infrequent in our area in recent
years. The year started with a pair at Knotford on 6th
January, presumably the pair present there at the end of
December 2016. On 19th February there were 5 drakes at
Knotford, with 2 remaining on 26th February (AJ).
Meanwhile, at Otley Wetland, 2 males were present on 16th
January. A male was seen on 21st January and on 25th a pair
was present. However on 10th February 2 males were again
seen (PP, K&PL). A pair was unusually late at Otley Wetland
on 9th April (JF), with a single again there on 2nd May
(SR**).

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population stable
Although a common UK breeding bird, the mallard is on the
national amber list of birds of conservation concern because
of a decline of around 41% in non- breeding (wintering)
numbers over 25 years (WEBS). It is of course a widespread
breeding bird across our region. Some 2017 peak counts
seem lower than in 2016, with considerable variations in
numbers. On 2nd January 110 were on the river in the
Grassington area. In February a total of 99 were in Strid
Woods and Barden Bridge area (JF) and 100 were at Lindley.
A Howgill walk in June counted 119 adults, compared with
75 in 2016. The peak for Grimwith was 76 in June. There
were just 40 or so at Strid Woods in November, compared
with over 200 there the previous year, though 110 were at
Lindley at the end of November. At other sites there were 52
at Otley Wetland and 60 at Swinsty, both in January, 60 at
Fewston in October and 50 at a Menston pond in late
autumn. The Knotford maximum was again low, just 18 in
November, and John O’Gaunts maximum was just 21, in
October. Sightings came from the length of the Dale, and
through Littondale. Females with 8 and 11 ducklings were
first reported at Howgill on 18th April, and by 26th April
there were 32 young between 7 females at Howgill (PP, JF).
Smaller numbers of females with young were reported down
the Wharfe as far as Gallows Hill, as well as in the
Washburn, mainly at Lindley and Farnley Lake. A female
with a single duckling appeared in an Addingham garden in
May. The same pair as in 2016 appeared in an Otley garden
in February, though the female was later found dead. Up to
4 mallard were variously reported (similarly to 2016) in
three Ilkley gardens.
SHOVELER Anas clypeata
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant
This is a scarce species in our area, and variable in where it
turns up. Records this year were a pair at Knotford on 6th
January, and a pair there again on 4th April. Single males
were subsequently seen at Otley Wetland on 19th April and
at Fewston on 12th May (AJ, KM**, PBR).

TEAL Anas crecca
032 Sightings/12 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor.
Teal sightings were somewhat reduced in 2017, but it
remains common, fairly widespread and possibly sometimes
overlooked. Across the UK numbers have increased in
recent years. The main feature of the year for this species in
our area was proven breeding in the north of the area. Half
of all sightings came from the Washburn, and this is also
where the larger counts were made. On 5th January a high
count of 160 was reported from Kex Gill (PBR), there were
81 at Fewston on 17th February, with males displaying
(SR**), and 82 at John O’Gaunts on 21st February, with at
least 70 there on 18th March. Elsewhere there was a
maximum of 17 at Menston in January, 8 at Linton and a
pair at Farnley Lake in March. 2 were at Otley Wetland in
January and February and the Grimwith maximum was 3 in
March. During April and May a maximum of 6 were at
Fewston, 2 were at Norwood Bottom, 4 at John O’Gaunts
and 3 at Kex Gill. 9 were at Mossy Moor on 13th April, and it
was in this area that a female with 8 chicks was found on 1st
July (BT). At the end of the year around 7 were being
reported from Fewston, and a similar number were at
Menston. 20 were in a wet field at Askwith in January.

POCHARD Aythya ferina
003 Sightings/02 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor
Sightings remained at a low level this year, with a male at
Knotford on 3rd January, and 2 present at Otley Wetland
between 7th January and 10th February, the birds on this
latter date being 2 males. Again on 25th November 2 males
were at Otley Wetland (PP).
TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula
052 Sightings/11 Sites
Common passage/winter visitor/local breeder: population
probably stable
This resident species is mostly a bird of the south of our
area, though maintains a presence in the north, with
relatively little change in the locations where it is
encountered. Otley Wetland’s first quarter peak count was
40 on 10th February, similar to the previous two years. The
peak autumn count here was 21 on 8th November. 32 on
18th March was Knotford’s first quarter peak, with the same
number on 30th April (AJ). 25 on 18th November was the
autumn maximum at Knotford. Smaller numbers were seen
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through the year at Fewston, Farnley Lake and John
O’Gaunts, where the peak count was 21 on 17th April. 19
were at Fewston on 5th December. Other locations with
small numbers were Kilnsey, with 12 in April, Kex Gill with
8 in April, Scargill and Chelker, and pairs at Mossy Moor and
Carr Bottom, Burley Moor. A breeding pair with 1 young was
noted at Otley Wetland in July.
GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula
031 Sightings/05 Sites
Regular passage/winter visitor
UK numbers of this wintering duck are in a long-term
decline, thought to be related to a shift in wintering range.
Its distribution in our area in 2017 was limited to its main
sites, with numbers at Otley Wetland and Knotford broadly
comparable to the previous year, at least in the early
months. 2016 had shown some shift between sites and onto
the river, quite possibly connected with the high water levels
and floods experienced early in the year. At Otley Wetland
there were 31 on 7th January and 30 on March 31st, though
rather fewer were counted in between these dates. Counts of
15 or 16 were typical of the first quarter at Knotford, though
elsewhere counts were lower. 3 were at Farnley Lake in
early March, and 4 were the first quarter maximum for
Chelker. The latest recorded in spring were 2 at Otley
Wetland on 19th April. A single bird was back at Farnley
Lake on 3rd November, and 5 were at Otley Wetland on 2nd
November with a maximum of 12 on 25th November. The
only Knotford report received for this period was 2 on 18th
November. 1 was at Scargill on 2nd November.
GOOSANDER Mergus merganser
103 Sightings/35 Sites
Breeding resident and common winter visitor. Population
significantly increased in recent decades.
Overall sightings and locations were again similar in range
and number to recent years, sighting numbers rose this year
north of Barden Bridge. It ranged up the Wharfe and
Washburn from Arthington northwards, though was not
seen at Grimwith. A high proportion of records again came
from the river through Bolton Abbey Estate. Washburn
sightings remained sparse, and just of 1 or 2 birds. However,
12 (6 pairs) were at Scargill in late March. Most other
reports across our area were again of up to 4 or sometimes 6
birds, with a mixed group of 8 at Burley in April. Sightings
were well distributed from all parts throughout the year,
with reports from the Grassington area in January and
continuing into December. Pairs were noted from January
onwards, but the first report of young birds came late, on
3rd June, with a female and 12 young at Barden Bridge. A
female with juveniles was at Ben Rhydding in late July, and
immatures were also reported from Burley and Gallows Hill
in September and October. ‘Redheads’ were recorded in the
Grassington area throughout September. 2 to 3 birds were
still frequenting the river at Otley on 25th December.
Nationally, numbers of this species have been increasing
since 2010 (Defra).
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa (C)
Uncommon breeding resident, all from released birds:
population stable except where releases occur.
Compared to the previous year, this species received more
sightings, from considerably more sites, with increased
southern records restoring a more even balance between
north and south of our area. Small numbers, more scattered,
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seemed to describe the species this year, with a maximum of
25 in late August at Grimwith, usually the most prolific site
due to numerous birds released in autumn. 20 were at
Scargill in October. Most sightings were of just 1 or 2 birds,
or pairs. The maximum for Menston was 4, and 4 were at
Skirfare Bridge in June. Two pairs were seen several times at
Denton, and raised 6 young. A single bird was seen at both
ends of the year at Otley Wetland, 2 were at Cray in July, and
a Kilnsey observer had 11 wandering through the garden In
January.
RED GROUSE Lagopus lagopus (C)
Common breeding resident: population generally stable but
subject to setbacks.
Just before the start of the shooting season, red grouse
numbers in the UK were predicted to be mixed, due to heavy
rain in June, particularly in Scotland. It seems that numbers
were considered reasonable in northern England. In our
area the number of sites where the species was reported fell
back in 2017, with all larger counts near the beginning of the
year, in contrast to 2016 when peak counts were in the
autumn. There were 68 on Rombalds Moor in January, and
50 in March on Barden Moor, where in April the comment
was made ‘birds everywhere, and very noisy’ (JF). 20 adults
plus young were on Burley Moor in June, but just 12 were
reported from Ilkley Moor and few were seen on
Hawksworth Moor. Threshfield Moor had counts of 14 in
March and 15 in November, with rather smaller summer
numbers at Hebden Beck and Conistone Moor, and 2 on
Great Whernside in May. It was recorded from fewer sites in
the north than in 2016, with no records received from
Littondale. Only the odd single bird was recorded at
Grimwith.
GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix
016 Sightings/12 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident: population severely declining.
Numbers of sightings of this declining species were similar
to other recent years, and
came from a slightly wider
range of different locations
this year. However, the
maximum count of 8 at
Hebden Beck in November
was rather lower than 14 seen
there in 2016. Apart from 4 at
Kilnsey in July, generally no
more than 2 were seen
together elsewhere. After a
blank year in 2016, a pair was
again reported in February at
Otley Wetland, with 3 seen in
April. Noted as scarce in the
Washburn, it was reported
from Kex Gill, Norwood Edge, Lindley and John O’Gaunts, all
records of 2 birds. 2 together were reported from Mossy
Moor and Bastow Wood in March and July, and singles were
seen at Addingham Moorside, Burley and Hawksworth
Moor.
PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus (C)
Common breeding resident subject to extensive
rearing/releases: population stable overall.
The pheasant remains common, was found throughout the
area, and in all varieties of habitat from suburban gardens to

moorland and woodland at Greenfield in the far north of the
area. However, numbers counted were again lower than in
some past years, with 54 on a Littondale walk in October
(JF) and 30 at Scargill in December being the highest counts.
Last year 46 were recorded at Grimwith in October, but no
autumn count was received from here this year, though 20
were present in late August. Garden records came from
Grassington down to Addingham and Otley. In Grassington
it was described as ‘an everyday garden bird’, an unusual
November count of 8 in the garden being seen however as
‘unwelcome numbers’. Nationally, numbers of wild breeding
pheasants seem to have stabilised in many regions of the UK
(BBS) though this annual survey does not reflect the run up
to the shooting season.
CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo
086 Sightings/28 Sites
Common passage/long-staying visitor: numbers have
markedly increased in recent years.
Cormorant sightings only dropped slightly in 2017 from the
high level experienced in 2016. It continued to be reported
from a wide range of locations, mostly in the south of the
area, but also from the Grassington area, Burnsall, and
Grimwith, where 3 in July was the maximum. 3 were flying
up the valley in Littondale on 12th October. A third of all
sightings came from the Washburn, where Lindley held 44
on 18th February, including 6 of the ‘sinensis’ race (KM**).
28 were at Lindley in July. Lower numbers were regularly
reported at other Washburn reservoirs. Nests were not
recorded this year. The peak count for Otley Wetland was 32
on 25th November. There were 6 at Knotford in early
January, but subsequently only single birds there, including
on the river and flying over. 3 were at Ilkley in January, and
the only Chelker record was of 2 in June.
GANNET Morus bassanus
001 Sightings/ 01 Sites
Very rare migrant.
In September a juvenile gannet was reported to have been
picked up on the Burley by-pass and taken into the care of
an Ilkley vet (via PBR). The outcome has not been recorded.
Though unconventional, this is the 9th occurrence of this
species in our area, the previous record being of 2 juvenile
birds flying over in September 2015. The majority of past
records have been in September, and have tended to involve
juveniles.

John O’Gaunts, 3 were seen to fly off, on 25th August (PBR).
A first for Grassington was 1 on 24th August, by the bridge
(EC*). A single bird was again at Otley Wetland on 24th
October, and by the river there on 9th December, and a final
sighting, caught on phone video, was of 1 at Low Mill
(Addingham) on 24th December.
Two reports of Great Egret in our area in 2016 will stand,
as the YNU has removed it from the list of species requiring
a description. Local groups may still wish to ask for a
description, which was supplied in both 2016 instances in
our area.
GREY HERON Ardea cinerea
082 Sightings/39 Sites
Common breeding resident: population now thought to be
decreasing
Sightings for this species dropped back slightly this year, but
the grey heron remained one of the more widely distributed
birds across our region, from Weeton up to Hawkswick and
Hubberholme. One flew over Grimwith in February.
Proportions of sightings from the Washburn and Bolton
Abbey Estate were again similar to recent years. As last year,
a maximum of 5 was seen at Otley Wetland in January, and 5
at John O’Gaunts in July. The maximum recorded at Lindley
and Strid Woods was 3, all other sightings, including at
Fewston and Swinsty, being of just 1 or 2 birds. The
woodland site in the lower Washburn just held 2 breeding
pairs this year, and 2 juveniles were seen in June, but a
heronry near Askwith comprised 21 nests, and 59 young
were counted (PRo). No reports of breeding or juveniles
were otherwise received. A Burley garden reported regular
visits by a heron in the early months, and in an Otley garden
in December one arose from the pond, flew into the sitting
room window, but subsequently flew off.
LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis
018 Sightings/06 Sites
Uncommon breeding/local migrant: population stable/
slowly declining.
Compared to 2016, and other recent years, little grebe
sightings and number of locations in 2017 both dropped by
half. Numbers at John O’Gaunts were only half those
recorded in 2016, a noticeably more successful year for the
species in our area. Nationally, however, BTO BirdTrack
figures show little change in the reporting rate between
these two recent years. The only northern sighting in our
area was 1 on the river at Grassington in January and
February. During this period, single birds only were seen on
the river at BRGP, Gallows Hill and Knotford, with 2 in
January at Otley Wetland. In mid April, 1 was singing at John
O’Gaunts and 4 were present here on 18th April. The
maximum John O’Gaunts summer count was 9 on 18th
August (16 in 2016). It was thought to have bred here, also at
Kex Gill and Low Dam (PBR), though no count was received
from these sites. A single bird was again on the river at
BRGP in October, and 2 were present in December. By
October only 3 were reported at John O’Gaunts, and 2 were
at Otley Wetland in November.

LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta
012 Sightings/08 Sites
Scarce visitor but likely to become more common.
Sightings this year showed no particular pattern, with a
number of reports of mostly single birds, and one group of 3
presumably on the move. One was at Lower Grass Wood on
1st February, followed
by a report of a single
bird at Low Mill
(Addingham) which
stayed for 2 weeks. One
was at Thruscross on
12th May, one at Lindley
Wood on 15th June and
one at Burley on 19th
June. At Otley Wetland 2
were seen in flight on
29th July (JM), and at

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus
032 Sightings/08 Sites
Common breeding resident/local migrant: population stable.
This species remained largely limited to usual sites in the
south of the area. In the first quarter the maximum for both
Knotford and Otley Wetland was 3 birds, with 1 or 2
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infrequently reported from Swinsty and Lindley. A pair
nested at Lindley, a pair was also seen twice at Chelker
during June and July, and an adult with a chick was at Otley
Wetland on 9th June (SR**). A record of 1 bird came from
the Lower Barden reservoir on 11th May, the only sighting
from a non-regular site. A maximum of 2 was reported from
Otley Wetland for the rest of the year, but 4 were at
Knotford on 18th November. Just the odd single bird was
reported from Swinsty in the autumn.
RED KITE Milvus milvus
155 Sightings/57 Sites
Re-introduced species (Harewood 1999 – 2003) now
established and breeding
The Yorkshire Red Kites website reports a fairly stable
situation in territories and breeding pairs in the county in
2017, with 27 new nest sites, indicating expansion of the
population range, though some of these may be pairs which
had decided to move. The shooting in March of another red
kite in the Nidderdale AONB near Greenhow increased
concern about wildlife crime in the area, with local
businesses offering rewards for information. Overall, the
range of sites in our region where the species was reported,
and the high number of sightings, was in line with recent
years. In the north sightings tended to come from west of
Grassington, with 3 kites at Grimwith, together with 3
buzzards, on 8th November, and one was near Kilnsey in
late August. As in recent years the Washburn produced a
high proportion of all sightings, though Bolton Abbey estate
sightings fell back slightly. In July, 11 were over a mown field
at Weston, 10 were at Pool in September, and in November a
high count of 37 was made between Ilkley and Otley (JM).
Andy Jowett reported 24 kites heading north at Norwood
Edge in an hour on the morning of 3rd June, presumably
birds heading off to feed. Two distinct routes: one crossing
the valley, then over Askwith Moor heading out towards
Round Hill, other birds just went straight north. Breeding
productivity in the areas covered by Pete Roe’s nest and
ringing records, from 12 nests, most in the southern
Washburn and Denton areas, show 22 young produced, a
lower productivity rate than in 2016, but still an increase on
2015. Kites flying low over gardens were reported from
Otley, Burley, Menston and Addingham, with few records
from Ilkley itself, though 4 were circling over Ben Rhydding
in December. Bird species noted mobbing or harassing kites
were crow, black headed gull, curlew and lapwing.
MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus
014 Sightings/10 Sites
Scarce passage migrant
This account falls into two parts: the ‘normal’ sightings in
our area, and an exceptional breeding attempt which did not
end happily. Sightings and locations for this species
somewhat increased this year compared to 2016, itself a
good year. On 26th April one flew up from reeds near the
Conservation Lake at Otley Wetland, and was then seen
flying over the reedbed area (JyW). On 6th May one ‘cream
crowned’ flew north over Burley Moor, with a similar bird at
Barden View Point on 10th May (AJ, HC**). On 11th May a
pair was in the lower Washburn (AJ). On 3rd July, 28th and
30th August, single cream crowned birds were at Barden
Moor or Barden View Point (BV**, BOG). On 19th
September a cream crowned bird was at Sandwith Moor and
a single was at Kex Gill on 5th October (BOG).
Additional sightings of 1 or 2 birds from the
Denton/Middleton Moor and Timble areas in late April and
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May indicated that a pair were nesting. The site was
monitored by RSPB investigators who photographed 5 eggs
in the nest, and set up a camera to record nest site activity.
On 10th August a press release from North Yorkshire Police
described ‘an incident in which men disturbed a pair of
marsh harriers nesting on moorland north of Denton on
17th May... with a further visit by a man on 18th May’.
Recorded by the RSPB camera, a video of the whole episode,
including gunshots and items being removed from the nest,
was circulated with the press release. On 19th May an RSPB
investigator discovered the nest had no eggs, or any debris
from damaged eggs. Two Marsh Harriers were subsequently
seen in flight in the area, suggesting that the adult birds had
escaped without serious injury. The news of this incident
and video received considerable media attention, with full
details available online.
HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus
013 Sightings/08 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
The pattern of records of
this species in 2017 was
again of 1 or 2 birds,
nearly all outside the
breeding season, seen at a
variety of locations, twice
as many as in 2016. No
reports of winter roosts
were received. On 3rd
February 2 ringtails were
seen from Barden View
Point. On 4th March a
ringtail was seen at
Threshfield Moor and a
ringtail was again at
Grassington Moor on 13th
April (BV**, GL*, BT). All
other records came from September onwards, with a ringtail
at Sandwith Moor on 16th September, and a single bird
described as female near Cray on 10th October (NW). A
ringtail was seen from Barden View Point the following day,
with 2 there on 6th November, when one was also at Timble
Ings. A male was at Sandwith Moor on 8th November, with
a bird seen there again on 19th, when a ringtail was also
seen at Barden Moor. A male was also on Sandwith Moor on
1st December, with a male at nearby Scargill Pasture on
22nd December (AJ). Additional to the above sightings, our
area also experienced in October 2017 the disappearance of
‘John’, a satellite-tagged sub-adult hen harrier fledged in
Northumberland in 2016. His tag stopped transmitting on 1
October 2017 in the Threshfield Moor area of North
Yorkshire. A search of the area was carried out but no trace
of the bird or equipment was found. On 22nd November
2017 North Yorkshire Police issued an appeal for any
information. Further details of the travels, as indicated by
the electronic tag, and subsequent disappearance of this
bird, can be found in online media reports. It is possible that
the same bird may feature in one or more of the above
sightings received.
GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant: may breed in the area.
Records for this species are always scarce, and the sole
report received for 2017 was of a female seen in the
Washburn on 24th November (AJ). The location is in an area
where the occasional goshawk has been previously recorded.

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus
058 Sightings/27 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population
stable.
The sparrowhawk was somewhat more widely reported in
the north of our area this year,
from Grassington,
Threshfield, Hebden,
Skyreholme, Kilnsey and
Greenfield, in the north of the
Dale. However, as usual, the
bulk of sightings came from
further south. It received few
sightings in the Washburn,
only at Norwood Edge,
Farnley Estate, and Timble
Ings, and just a few records
Male sparrowhawk (DO)
came from Strid Woods. Well
over half of all records were
from Otley up through Menston, Burley and Ilkley to
Addingham, and it is no surprise that 43% of sightings were
from gardens, a proportion which has increased over the last
few years. Garden sightings were reported in all months of
the year. It was not this year recorded from Middleton
Woods. Juveniles were reported in gardens at Otley and
Grassington, and also at Farnley Estate and Heber’s Ghyll. At
Malham Moor Lane in August a juvenile was seen ‘play’
diving at a kestrel (GL*).

October (BV**, HC**, BOG). Just outside our area, one was
also reported near Leeds & Bradford Airport on 19th May.
KESTREL Falco tinnunculus
084 Sightings/46 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: national
population decline
This species remained fairly stable in our area in 2017, with
similar sightings numbers and a similar range of locations to
recent years. There seemed little change in abundance in the
north of our area, and in the Washburn, where it remained
widely reported. However, Bolton Abbey sightings were low
this year, and nearly all came in the early months. It was
reported from Weeton all the way up the valley, as far north
as Greenfield, and was seen at Grimwith and at Halton Gill.
At Mossy Moor 3 were together mobbing a peregrine in July
and a family group of 3 were at Threshfield Moor in
September. At least 2 were regularly seen at various
moorland locations in the south, with 3 hovering together on
the Chevin in July. 2 were at Otley Wetland in June. Breeding
was confirmed with 6 young from 2 boxes in the Sandwith
Moor area, and 5 young at a farm near Knotford (PRo). An
infrequent visitor to gardens, one sat on an Otley garden
fence for several minutes in March, and in Addingham one
landed on top of a bird feeder in October. From the
Washburn, Colin Harrison reported on 4 broods where 17
young were raised, whereas in 2016 19 young were produced
from 6 broods.

BUZZARD Buteo buteo
148 Sightings/69 Sites
Scarce breeder/passage migrant/visitor: population has
increased recently
Overall buzzard sightings were slightly down in 2017,
particularly in the north of our area, but it remained as
widespread as in recent years, with good numbers
particularly in the southern Washburn and between Otley
and Burley. This year a similar proportion of sightings as in
2016, around a fifth, were from the north of the area. It was
reported from all areas, in the north from several locations
around Grassington, from Littondale, Dowber Gill, Upper
Wharfedale, Greenhow and Grimwith, where 3 were with
red kites in November. In March, 5 were overhead at Kilnsey,
and 3 were seen at Greenfield in May. Further south, at
Lindley, 8 were together in March, with 7 soaring at
Norwood Edge in September and 6 over Otley in March. Also
in March the maximum reported over Burley was 5, and 4
were counted by Addingham Environment Group. 5 were
noisily over Barden Fell in February, 6 were over Otley
Wetland in September, and 5 at Kex Gill in November. Pete
Roe reported 7 nests in the Farnley area, and his total nest
records in the lower Washburn and from Askwith to Burley
was 35 young from 16 nests, a slightly more productive year
than the previous two years.

MERLIN Falco columbarius
015
Sightings/11 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population
probably stable.
After a thin year in 2016 for sightings of this species in our
area, 2017 provided slightly more records from a somewhat
wider range of sites. Breeding was not however confirmed,
though a pair nested on southern moorland not far outside
our area. A single bird was at Whetstone Gate on 16th
March, and singles were seen on moorland in the Bolton
Abbey Estate area in March, May and July. Separate male and
female birds were seen on other southern moorland in May,
and 1 was at a Washburn site in June. In August and
September singles were seen at John O’ Gaunts, Sandwith
Moor and Thruscross, one was at Addingham Moorside in
October, and a male was reported on the Chevin on 1st
December. The only northern record was of 1 on Threshfield
Moor in late August.

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus
008 Sightings/002 Sites
Scarce passage migrant
Osprey sightings in our area this year were not numerous,
and nearly all came from Barden View Point. An early first
sighting was one seen from Barden Viw Point on 21st March
(GHo**), with one over Barden Fell on 24th March (J&FTo).
Single birds were seen from the View Point on 2nd April, 3rd
and 14th May, with 2 recorded on 10th May. In autumn
singles were seen from the View Point on 6th and 11th
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HOBBY Falco subbuteo
010 Sightings/07 Sites
Scarce summer visitor/probable breeder: population
increasing.
It is good to report that sightings of this elusive falcon
increased quite considerably compared to a poor year in
2016, though how many are actually in our area, and any
breeding activity, remain unknown. The first sighting was of
one at Barden View Point on 14th May (BV**). One was
chasing swifts at Pool on 30th June (AJ). One was again
reported at Barden Moor on 3rd and 31st July, also 28th
August (BOG). Bird ringers at Otley Wetland reported one on
17th July and again on 7th and 26th August (AJ, JM). One was
wheeling around swifts and house martins over Menston on
the evening of 5th August (RF). One was at Low Mill,
Addingham on 17th August (BOG), and 2 immatures were at
Sandwith Moor on 11th October (AJ).

PEREGRINE Falco peregrinus
010 Sightings/09 Sites
Scarce resident/passage/probable breeder
2017 showed some improvement over the poor years for
peregrine records in 2015 and 2016, with sightings better
distributed through the year. However, again no breeding in
our area was proven and only 2 northern sightings were
received. One was at Greenhow on 2nd January, and singles
were seen at Barden View Point and Valley of Desolation
respectively on 3rd and 8th February. Further sightings of
single birds were on 3rd and 5th May on Burley Moor. One
was one at Mossy Moor on 16th July, and one at Kex Gill on
25th September. In November, 1 was at Fewston on 5th, and
1 at Timble Ings on 11th. On 24th November, 3 were seen in
the areas around Norwood Edge and Sandwith Moor (AJ).

CRANE Grus grus
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
One flew over Barden Moor on 19th April (MW** & BOG).
Interestingly the first sighting of this species in our area was
on 18th April 2001, at the same location. The second record
for our area was of 2 birds on 7th April 2010 heading from
the Addingham area towards Silsden. On 13th July 2015 two
birds were seen high over Silsden presumably heading
towards the Chelker area.
OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus
146 Sightings/62 Sites
Locally common breeding migrant: population probably
increasing.
In spite of some national reduction in oystercatcher
abundance, the population in our area continues to do well.
The first 3 of the year were at Linton on 26th January, and
by 1st February 12 were at Arncliffe Cote. 6 were at Barden
Bridge and 3 at
Knotford on 5th
February. By 24th
February 75 were
at Arncliffe Cote,
one of the larger
counts of the year
(GL*), with 112 at
Thruscross on
28th February
(KM**). At least
90, possibly 120,
were at Grimwith
on 23rd March
(JF). 55 were at
Chelker in mid March and 60 at Kilnsey at the end of the
month. These numbers are reasonably in line with 2016
counts, though a first quarter peak of 14 at Otley Wetland
was lower than the previous year. Particularly from May
onwards it was widely recorded, from Yockenthwaite and
Halton Gill, down to Weeton. One was on eggs at Denton
Moor on 6th May, and 3 pairs had young at Kex Gill on 6th
June (PRo). Small numbers were heard and seen regularly
from observers’ homes in April at Otley and July at Ilkley.
Adults and young were reported from Burley in mid July,
and the last summer report was of a family group at
Threshfield on 18th July. A late bird was with gulls at
Hawkswick on 12th October, and a very late bird was at
Lindley on 24th November (AJ).

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus
010 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
Records came predominately from Otley Wetland. Breeding
was confirmed there this year, 1 with at least 2 young seen
on 5th July (AJ) and an adult and young reported calling on
18th July (SR**). Other reports were of single birds heard in
the reedbed on 13th and 16th January, and singles reported
on 17th July, 26th August, 21st October and 8th November.
During cold weather conditions on 18th December, one was
at the High Royds pond at Menston (TK**).
MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus
067 Sightings/31 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population
probably stable.
The population of this species in our area appears stable,
again with four out of five sightings coming from the south.
Northern sightings were fairly similar to the previous year,
coming from the Grassington area, Howgill, Burnsall and
Appletreewick, Conistone and Kilnsey. Most counts were of
up to 4, but 9 was a good number at Otley Wetland in mid
January (PP). 12 were in the grounds of the Old Rectory
towards Low Mill, Addingham. Maximum numbers reported
from Knotford and Farnley Lake were 3 and 4 respectively,
in February and March. It was recorded at Gallows Hill and
BRGP, but no sightings were received surprisingly from
Burley. Breeding is rarely reported for this species; families
were seen at Otley Wetland and on Ilkley Moor, and a
juvenile was at Conistone in September.
COOT Fulica atra
035 Sightings/07 Sites
Locally common breeding migrant: population stable.
In 2017 the number of coot sightings dropped somewhat, as
did the range of locations, with no reports received from
north of Barden Bridge during the year, nor any from
Chelker. Otley Wetland and Knotford were by some distance
the main sites for the species, with 4 birds at Farnley Lake in
March the maximum for any other site. The Knotford peak
count for the first quarter was 80 on 5th January (E&PS),
and 26 on 16th January was the first quarter maximum at
Otley Wetland (PP). In the autumn 30 were at Knotford on
13th October, though fewer remained in November, and 34
were at Otley Wetland in November. Breeding was
confirmed at Otley Wetland, BRGP and Farnley Lake. Single
birds were reported from BRGP in March and from Swinsty
and Kex Gill in April. Just 2 were at John O’Gaunts in April.
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GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria
036 Sightings/21 Sites
Uncommon moorland breeding migrant/passage visitor:
population probably in decline.
Sightings of this species fell back somewhat this year, with
fewer records from the north of our area in particular, but
some high flock counts outside the breeding season. Most
northern sightings were from the Grassington area, with the
only more northerly location being Great Whernside. The
year started with flocks of 70 on Sandwith Moor in January
and 60 at Middleton Moor in February, when there were
also 25 at Skyreholme. By 3rd March, 21 were at Threshfield
Moor, including a displaying male. During April a flock of 59
was reported from Burley Moor, and 300 were at Reva
(Hawksworth Moor). From May to July small numbers only
were recorded on potential breeding sites, namely Great
Whernside with 4, Burley Moor with 3 pairs, and 2 or 3 only

at Round Hill and Kex Gill, Lippersley Pike, Addingham
Moorside and Grassington Moor. By 3rd August a flock of
175 was at Addingham (DM), A Sandwith Moor gathering
was the largest in autumn, numbers rising from 130 in mid
September to at least 650 on 24th November. 500 were still
on fields near Scargill on 22nd December (AJ). The Chelker
peak count, on 6th October, was 76. There were 200 at
Weeton and 500 at Timble Ings, both sightings on 27th
October.
LAPWING Vanellus vanellus
138 Sightings/51 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population may
be declining.
Sightings and range of locations for this species fell back
slightly compared to a good year in 2016, but remained
similar to the recent average. Flock sizes outside the
breeding season remained quite high, though peak counts
tended to be a bit lower than in 2016. January and February
saw counts of 200 at Sandwith Moor, Grimwith and Otley
Wetland. 150 were at Middleton Moor. Numbers in breeding
locations were more mixed, and somewhat sparse in places,
with the Bolton Abbey Estate and Grassington area showing
modest numbers, and numbers reportedly on the low side at
Washburn breeding locations (PBR), though September
flocks were of good size. The most southern sighting was 24
at Weeton in March, and the most northern a single at
Hubberholme in July. Maximum May and June counts were
13 at Hebden Beck and 17 on Grassington Moor. A count of
20 at Malham Moor Lane in June was similar to the previous
year. 31 were at Grimwith in late March (21 in April 2016). A
fairly typical 32 were in fields adjacent to Hawksworth Moor
in April, with 55 there in July. Several fields around Menston
held small numbers this summer, as did Burley Moor. Up to
13 pairs were on Barden Moor in May. Flocks of 180 were at
Grimwith and Mossy Moor on 15th and 16th July. In fields on
top of the Chevin 10 birds were present in early April, with
chicks first seen on 24th April. From May, breeding with
young was noted at Malham Moor Lane, Kilnsey, Linton,
Hawkswick, Grimwith, Timble Ings and Otley Wetland. By
late July 146 were at John O’Gaunts, 480 at Chelker, and
August saw counts of 200 at Otley Wetland and 120 at
Malham Moor Lane. 350 were at Chelker in December, and a
late autumn flock of at least 400 was regularly on Sandwith
Moor.
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius
010 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: stable population.
2017 was perhaps a typical year for this species in our area.
Two were at Swinsty on 14th April, and a pair was reported
from Kex Gill on 17th April. Single birds were seen at both
these sites in the first half of May, and also again at Kex Gill,
where they were considered to have bred, on 31st May and
21st July (PBR). On 20th June an adult was seen with chicks
at the nest at Lower Barden, and a single adult was again
here on 1st July. On 8th July, 3 were at Fewston (KM**), and
the final sighting was 1 at Lindley on 25th July (AJ).
RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula
010 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population stable.
We remain fortunate that this species, on the red list of
Birds of Conservation Concern due to declining breeding and
winter populations, was again present as a breeding bird in

our area, and this year at a second site. The first sighting of
3 at Grimwith was on 6th March (K&PL). In late March 4 or
5 were present there, and the maximum reported, and last
Grimwith sighting, was 8 birds on 26th June (JF). Single
birds were recorded at Scargill on 11th May and Lindley on
25th July. At Mossy Moor, on 1st July, a pair was present
with one small chick and another adult and a juvenile were
also seen (BT).
WHIMBREL Numenius phacopus
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
A single annual sighting is typical for this species in our
area. The only record this year was of one reported near
Grassington on 23rd April (KM**).
CURLEW Numenius arquata
153 Sightings/65 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
stable.
This species, familiar and widespread in our area, may be
subject to an overall shallow decline (as commented by
PBR). It was reported this year from slightly fewer sites in
the north of our area, where sightings also fell slightly from
the average for recent years. Washburn, Bolton Abbey and
Grassington sightings were about average. The curlew has
become a high conservation concern in the UK due to
breeding declines, possibly caused by habitat change and
pressure from predation. In mid April several pairs of curlew
and lapwing on Burley Moor were struggling to see off the
persistent attentions of a raven (RF). Winter numbers in our
area seem to hold up, breeding is widespread, but breeding
success seems difficult to assess. Flocks of 200 at Denton,
100 at Knotford and 186 in fields at John O’Gaunts were all
reported in February. Later in February small numbers
reappeared at sites such as Barden and Middleton Moors.
There were 5 at Threshfield Moor in early March, followed
by 5 at Grimwith. In early April there were still flocks of 40
around Denton, but 8 were up on Barden Fell and 11 around
the Lower Barden reservoir. In May and June, 7 or 8 seemed
a typical number reported from particular upland sites,
though 17 were on Grassington Moor in mid June, some
alarm calling (E&PS). From Hebden birds were heard calling
in fields around the village from March to July. A pair with a
grown juvenile was at Denton on 26th May, similarly single
pairs with young were at Conistone Moor and Menston in
July, though few such reports were received. By 9th July 63
were together at Sandwith Moor, and on 20th July, 92
landed in a field at Addingham (DM). Late autumn reports
were of were higher numbers this year than in 2016. From
September to November a flock of 200 was regular at
Weston (PD&JBP), with a peak of at least 250 on 29th
October (AJ). 300 were in fields near Middleton Woods on
25th December.
DUNLIN Calidris alpina
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage visitor: probably still breeds in the area but
numbers much reduced.
2017 was a very poor year for sightings of this species in our
area, with the only report this year being a single bird at
Grimwith Reservoir on 7th May (SB).
N.B. the 2014 sighting of an adult with young on
moorland above Starbotton has been reviewed, to confirm
breeding, satisfying the breeding records requirements of
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Dunlin

the BTO European
Bird Atlas (KM**,
GL*).

COMMON
SANDPIPER Actitis
hypoleucos
070 Sightings/32
Sites
Common breeding
migrant/passage
visitor: national population decline not apparent locally.
This species is still a common sight along rivers and water
bodies throughout much of our area, with national
BirdTrack data showing fairly normal numbers of sightings
in 2017, including an above average peak in early May but
fewer sightings from August onwards. Sighting numbers
and distribution in our area were comparable with recent
years. No sightings came from north of Buckden, though it
was recorded at Dowber Gill, and Littondale was quite well
reported. None were reported south of BRGP on the Wharfe.
The first arrival, at Lindley, was on 14th April, and a few
days later reports of 2 or 3 were received from Littondale
down to Strid Woods. At the end of April pairs were at both
Upper and Lower Barden. 10 were counted on a Grassington
area survey on 26th April (11 in 2016) and 13 were at
Grimwith in late June (16 in 2016). A Washburn reservoirs
walk in mid May counted 12. A pair with young at Kex Gill in
June was the only firm breeding record (PRo). Breeding was
also suspected at Barden Bridge where one was seen in a
tree on 15th June (JF), and where two days later ‘neurotic
behaviour’ was reported, with 2 looking down at the
observer from a tree (PG). In July 3 were seen between
Burnsall and Grassington, 2 were at Chelker, 3 at John
O’Gaunts, and 1 at Grimwith. Sightings came from Lindley
and BRGP up to 20th July. A late individual was noted at
Thruscross on 7th September (PBR) and a later one at
Swinsty on 17th September (JM).
GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage visitor.
In 2017 sightings of this species increased only slightly from
the single bird seen in 2016. One flew over Otley Wetland on
20th July, and was also seen there the following day (JM).
One was subsequently at John O’Gaunts on 25th July (AJ).
REDSHANK Tringa totanus
037 Sightings/20 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
probably stable.
Sightings and range of locations for the redshank in 2017
remained similar to other recent years in our area. 2017 saw
more sightings of 3 birds, rather than the usual 1 or 2, and 4
on a few occasions. It was not recorded from north of
Conistone or south of Otley Wetland and Menston. The first
report was an early single bird at Whetstone Gate on 1st
March (SR**), followed by 3 at Grimwith on 21st March
(NW). The next few days saw 2 at Menston and 4 at Kex Gill.
In April and May single birds or pairs were seen at several
Grassington area locations, Conistone (4), Barden Bridge,
Otley Wetland, Hawksworth Moor (2 pairs), BRGP, Scargill,
John O’Gaunts, Swinsty and Chelker (unusual here), and
‘several’ reported on 1st June (BOG). In June a pair was with
young at Kex Gill (PRo), an agitated bird was on Burley

Moor, and a pair with 3 young was near Whetstone Gate
(SR**). 3 were again at Grimwith in July, with single birds
at Threshfield Moor and Conistone. On 22nd July, 2 were at
Manor Park, Burley and the last sighting of the year, on 25th
July, was 3 at John O’Gaunts.
WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola
029 Sightings/12 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant/winter visitor:
probably in decline.
The number of woodcock sightings was slightly up on 2016,
but the range of locations was somewhat reduced. However,
breeding season sightings of this crepuscular species may
require special effort, so are variable. The year opened and
closed with a single birds flushed on 4th January at Bastow
Wood. Single birds were seen from Barden View Point on
19th March and 13th April, with 3 males, presumably
displaying, recorded there on 22nd April, presumably roding
(BV**). One flew over a garden at Premiere Park, Ilkley on
25th April. In May, roding was reported from single birds at
Strid Woods and Farnley Lake, and from 2 or more birds at
Low Dam and Sandwith Moor, where 8 were recorded on
14th June (BOG). Additional roding sites through to July
were Timble Ings with several birds, a single at Grass Wood,
and Heber’s Ghyll, with 3 reported at Panorama Wood. The
last summer report was of 1 at Hebers Ghyll on 21st August.
Between 20th September and 4th November four sightings
of up to 3 birds came from Timble Ings (JM), 1 was flushed
in woodland at Lindley on 9th November, and the year
closed with 1 flushed at Grass Wood on 15th November.
SNIPE Gallinago gallinago
032 Sightings/19 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population stable or in shallow decline.
Snipe were less widely reported across our area in 2017 than
in the two previous years, and numbers recorded were
generally small. Again it was more reported in the south of
our area, and breeding evidence was limited to pairs
displaying. No sightings came from north of the Grassington
area, or from south of Otley Wetland and Menston. Both
these locations provided the only January records, of 2 or 3
birds. Between March and May single birds were reported
from Threshfield Moor, Malham Moor Lane, Greenhow, and
2 drumming on Burley Moor. 5 drumming birds were at
Hawksworth Moor on 17th April (SR**). In May and June, 2
were drumming at Lippersley Pike, 3 heard on Barden Moor,
including drumming, 2 were at Grimwith and 2 were
drumming at Malham Moor Lane. On 3rd June, ‘plenty’ were
reported displaying at Sandwith Moor (AJ). Snipe were also
reported during the summer at Addingham, Snowden Moor
and Valley of Desolation. 5 were at a pond at High Royds,
Menston on 31st August, with 2 seen here till November.
Between September and November, sightings came of 1 or 2
at Sandwith Moor, Timble Ings and Hebden Beck. Single
birds seen at Otley Wetland and Menston were the only
December records.
COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo
018 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant: occasionally breeds.
Otley Wetland again featured as the sole site for this species,
with a first single bird reported on 19th April (KM**), over
two weeks earlier than the first 2016 sighting, and 2
recorded on 22nd April. An additional bird was seen at the
Continued on page 53
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BUTTERFLIES

visited the same day but at different times, some of the same
butterflies will have been counted twice.

Red Admiral sweeps the deck!
The Red Admiral experienced a record breaking summer
throughout the UK despite the soggy weather conditions
causing problems for other species. In Wharfedale we had
the highest number of records for over ten years and three
times more seen than last year.

Unrecorded Tetrads
We are nearly there. The project to get a butterfly record in
every one of the tetrads in the Wharfedale Naturalists
recording area is just two butterflies away from completion.
Come along to the recorders evening to hear which ones they
are, or if you’re unable to attend contact Paul or Diane for
the information.

Other Highlights:
Orange-tip – 24% increase in records than last year and
28% above the 10 year average
Wall – Twice as many records as last year
Scotch Argus – Successfully re-established itself in Bastow
Wood, and a new colony established near Kettlewell
Ringlet – 1,000 more reported than last year

The Big Butterfly Count
The combined impacts of the topsy-turvy weather were to
reduce the numbers of butterflies seen during the period of
the count (14 July to 6th August), both because the
abundance of some species was reduced by the summer
weather and because others had come out early and were
already past their peak numbers when the count started.
Nationally, the Gatekeeper took top slot followed by the Red
Admiral and Meadow Brown.
In Wharfedale for the same period, the Ringlet was top
again this year with 1,019 counted, followed by Meadow
brown (764) and Small Skipper (297). The Red Admiral was
5th with 150.

Lowlights:
Gatekeeper – Lowest number of records since 2001
Common Blue – doing well at Otley wetlands but records
overall are 26% below the 10 year average
Painted Lady – records down 63% on last year
Small Tortoiseshell – continues to decline
White-letter Hairstreak – of increasing concern due to
continued fall in records

INDIVIDUAL SPECIES REPORTS
Facts and Figures and UKBMS Transect Data
As always, our analysis is based on records we receive, and
influenced by a number of factors. For example, if people no
longer visit a site, visit less frequently, or don’t send in
records, then consequently numbers will be down. Our
recording system is not scientific, but it does give us an
indication of what is happening in our countryside and
continues to be extremely valuable for this reason.
We received nearly 3,000 records this year compared to
2,449 last year. However, the bulk of the increase is due to
the addition of 400 records from the UK Butterfly
Monitoring Scheme which has not previously been included.
If you’ve not heard of this scheme then it is worth visiting
their website (www.UKBMS.org) to find out more. Their
methods are quite scientific and have monitored changes in
the abundance of butterflies throughout the United Kingdom
since 1976, using a wide-scale program of site-based
monitoring and sampling in randomly selected 1km
squares. The Scheme covers five sites in our area: Kilnsey
Cool Scar, Low Ox Pasture, Long Ashes, Lea Green (Bastow
Wood) and Yockenthwaite.

Details of individual species follow. For each species the
common name is followed by the Latin name. The first
reference number is that of the old Bradley Fletcher
numbering system which has now been replaced by the
Aggasiz numbering system (figures in brackets).
The number of records in 2017 is compared with the
average of the TEN previous years, and the percentage
change is given. The initials in square brackets denote
individual observers whose names are at the end of the
report. A number of records came in after the report was
prepared and are therefore not included. These records
however will be added to the WNS database.
HESPERIDAE (SKIPPERS)
Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages 1532 (57.001)
Records 50% DOWN, 1 site, 1 observer, 1 individual
First sighting 10/05/2017
Last sighting There was only one sighting all year
Peak Count a rather lonely singleton
Following a national trend of decline, there was only one
fleeting glimpse of this elusive springtime butterfly at it’s
recently discovered site at Thruscross reservoir [PM]. The
Yorkshire Water owned site is recovering after some
footpath works and it is therefore possible to speculate that it
will hang on and increase in numbers in the years to come.
The Middleton hospital site was surveyed this year [P&JB]
without success. The best hope in the WNS recording area is
to work with Yorkshire Water to improve the habitat at
Thruscross.

Wharfedale records at a glance
Butterflies numbers can vary tremendously from year to
year. The comparison of records with the average over the
last TEN years however gives a more meaningful analysis.
Twenty eight species of butterfly were seen in Wharfedale
this year, and the number of species where the number of
records was greater than the 10 year average was only seven.
This is an improvement on last year however when only two
were above the average. 10,962 butterflies were counted
compared to 7,846 last year. The Red Admiral was the most
abundant with a total count of 1,432.

Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris 1526 (57.006)
Records 24% DOWN, 26 sites, 18 observers, 397 individuals
First sighting 9/6/17 Timble Ings, [DA]
Last sighting 2/9/17 Stainburn Forest, [NF]
Peak Count 24/7/17 Ilkley Moor (behind Panorama Drive),
when 36 were seen [DL]
The butterfly has only one brood a year and therefore a
relatively short season - the bulk of records (76%) coming in
July. 74 records were received compared to 64 last year, but

Popular butterfly sites
The table on page 33 shows, for each of our local nature
reserves, how many people visited, the number of days visits
took place, the number of records sent in and the total
number of butterflies counted. There will be some
duplication in butterfly numbers. For example if two people
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the number and timing of visits made to sites, and sightings
reported back.
The majority of records (88%) came from lower
Wharfedale and the Washburn. The sighting furthest north
was at Yockenthwaite on 3/5/17 when one was seen [CG].

the number of butterflies counted per visit showed a 50%
increase which is good news. The peak count of 36 on Ilkley
Moor is the highest count we’ve had there. The previous best
was in 1996 when 25 were counted on Ilkley Moor generally
[KL].
The highest count from Otley Wetlands was 30 [KL]
compared to 25 last year and at Timble Ings 30 [KL]
compared to 32 last year. Almost 70% of records came from
lower Wharfedale and the Washburn. Sightings from
Kettlewell (where we received no records from last year)
were the furthest north [MB, ES].

Large White Pieris brassicae 1549 (58.006)
Records 36% DOWN, 29 sites, 18 observers, 135 individuals
First sighting 8/4/17 Otley Chevin [PP]
Last sighting 19/9/17 Burley garden [PR]
Peak Count 18/7/17 Otley Wetlands and 23/7/17 Otley
garden when 5 were counted at each [PP]
The Large White is a widespread resident species and
regular migrant both from the South and North East Baltic
area in August.
In Yorkshire generally the numbers of this butterfly are
gradually recovering from the dreadful showing in 2012 and
now at the level expected for a year without significant
migration. Wharfedale records do not match this account. In
2012 we had 77 records and this year just 90. In between we
have had records of 207 and 136 so for us the position is very
much up and down.
Records came mostly from lower Wharfedale with a few
records from Grassington, Greenhow, Hebden, and
Skyreholme.

Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus 1531 (57.009)
Records 3% DOWN, 17 sites, 15 observers, 99 individuals
First sighting 28/5/17 Otley Wetlands [PR]
Last sighting 10/8/17 Ilkley Moor [PJB]
Peak Count 9/6/17 Otley Wetlands when 12 counted [ES]
Aside from one record in May and three in August, the
remaining records were split almost equally between June
and July. Although regarded as a widespread resident,
numbers in Wharfedale, and Yorkshire generally, are thin on
the ground. The majority of records came from lower
Wharfedale but records were also received from Kettlewell,
Long Ashes, Bastow Wood and Conistone.
We received only three counts of 3 or more butterflies
seen at any one time. : 9 were seen at Otley Wetlands, 4 at
Addingham (Old Lane fields) and 3 at the Lea Green transect,
Bastow Wood. At Ben Rhydding gravel pits only 2 were
counted - we’ve not had a count in double figures from there
since 1993 when 11 were counted. This is a far cry from the
50 counted there in 1986. Counts at Otley Wetlands have also
deteriorated
No records from Stainburn Forest this year. If you’ve
never been it’s worth a visit. In previous years we’ve had
high numbers including counts of 35 in 2014 [PR], 52 in
2005 [DH] and 200 in 2002 [DH].

Small White Pieris rapae 1550 (58.007)
Records 36% DOWN, 50 sites, 20 observers, 204 individuals
First sighting 8/4/17 Otley garden [PP]
Last sighting 15/10/17 Union Court, Otley [PP]
Peak Count 13/5/17 Bastow Wood [IC] when 9 were counted
The reduction in records over the last few years
continues. Only 127 this year compared to 190 last year.
Numbers seen (abundance) is also down. 204 this year
compared to 313 last. The majority of records came from the
lower Wharfe valley but there were a few from Grassington
and Kettlewell areas.

PIERIDAE (WHITES)
Throughout the season a number of people kept telling me
they’d seen ‘white’ butterflies but they couldn’t identify the
individual species as the butterfly was so quick in flight. The
Large White and Small White numbers are certainly down
this year, but the Orange-tip and Green-veined White have
improved. Many people ignore the Large and Small White as
they feel they are not worth recording. However, it is
important to have records for all species, even the more
common and ‘boring’ ones - they all help us assess the health
of the environment.

Green-veined White Pieris napi 1551 (58.008)
Records 23% DOWN, 85 sites, 25 observers, 499 individuals
First sighting 9/4/17 Burley garden [PR]
Last sighting 1/9/17 Buckden to Yockenthwaite footpath [DA]
Peak Count 24/5/17 Timble Ings when 42 were seen [KL]
An improvement on last year, but records received are
half as many as in 2014 and the butterfly is down 23% on
the average number of records received over the last 10
years. Total individuals seen (abundance) was up nearly
50% on last year. Conversely in the national Big Butterfly
Count, abundance was down 38% on 2016 and the lowest
recorded in the eight years of the project.
The butterfly favours damp areas and upland habitats. In
Wharfedale records came from all over the Dale and the
furthest north was seen at Beckermonds, Oughtershaw.
Aside from the peak count at Timble Ings, there were only
three other counts in double figures:
2/5/17 at Beckermonds, Oughtershaw when 23 were
counted [KL]
23/5/17 at the track above Leathley when 20 were seen
[DA]
17/7/17 at Otley Wetlands when 17 seen [PR]

Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines 1553 (58.003)
Records 22% UP, 86 sites, 25 observers, 317 individuals
First sighting 31/3/17 Otley Wetlands [PR]
Last sighting 3/6/17 Ilkley Tarn [PJB]
Peak Count 22/5/17 Otley Wetlands when 22 seen [PP]
The Orange-tip has done well this year with a 24%
increase in records over 2016 and figures 28% up for the
average of the last 10 years. The actual number of butterflies
counted is 40% up on last year.
The peak count at Otley Wetlands of 22 individuals at one
time is the highest number since our records began.
Disappointingly we only had one record for Timble Ings,
(24/5/17 when 3 were counted [KL]). This is well down on
the peak count there in 2015 of 30. Only one record too for
Lindley Wood (8/4/17 when 1 seen [ES]). In 2004 we had 7
records and a peak count of 40. The peak count at Ben
Rhydding gravel pits was 3 on 22/4/17 [DH] compared to a
peak count in 2014 of 14. All analysis is, as previously stated
in the introduction, not scientific, and will vary depending on

Clouded Yellow Colias croceus 1545 (58.010)
No records.
Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 1546 (58.013)
Records 20% DOWN, 24 sites, 15 observers, 52 individuals
First sighting 12/3/17 Middleton Wood, Ilkley [DH]
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13 records were received earlier than last year’s first
sighting date of 3/5/16 which implies that the butterfly,
which hibernates either as a caterpillar or chrysalis,
overwintered much better.
Individuals counted were 160 down on last year and
generally the butterfly was not seen in such great numbers.
Only six counts of 10 or more compared to ten last year. The
peak count at Otley Wetlands last year was 63, this year it is
16.
The majority of records came from the lower Wharfe
valley and the Washburn. Further up the dale we only had
records from Grass Wood (peak count of 6 [PM]), Bastow
Wood, Kettlewell, and Skyreholme.
Nationally, in the Big Butterfly Count the Speckled Wood
did quite well increasing its numbers by 15% over last year.

Last sighting 26/9/17, Skyreholme garden [PM]
Peak Count 23/5/17 at Sun Lane, Burley when 4 were

counted [PR and DH]
The Brimstone, a hibernating resident, is one of the
earliest butterflies of the year to appear. The males emerge a
few days before the females, and immediately go searching
for a mate.
In total we received 39 records producing 52 individuals,
compared to 35 producing 46 individuals last year. Only
three people [PR, DA, DH] counted more than one butterfly
at any one time. Disappointingly last year we only had
records from five areas (Ben Rhydding, Burley, Menston,
Otley and Lindley). This year it was good to see sightings
from additional areas including Addingham, Farnley,
Fewston, Grassington, Ilkley, and Stainburn. We also had a
record from Bolton Abbey [NF], where we’ve not had any
records since a sighting at Strid Wood in 2007, and at nearby
Beamsley in 2009. Also noteworthy is the sighting at
Skyreholme [PM], which was only the third record we’ve
ever had from that area (the two previous records from
Trollers Gill in 2013).
Overall a poor year for Wharfedale with records 20%
down on the average over the last 10 years. Nationally there
is no cause of concern and in the Big Butterfly Count
numbers were just 7% down on last year.

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus 1627 (59.005)
Records 14% UP, 42 sites, 22 observers, 561 individuals
First sighting 23/05/2017 Addingham Moorside [RF]
Last sighting 24/09/2017 Ilkley Moor, Windgate Nick fp [PP].
Peak Count 26 on 13/07/2017 Bastow Wood Transect [IC]
Two generations this year, the Small Heath overwinters
as a larva feeding on grasses and it completes its
development in the spring. The Small Heath is now
becoming an upland specialist as with the combined effect of
climate change and habitat loss it retreats to the hills. It
prefers areas of unimproved grassland but a shorter sward
than that enjoyed by the Meadow Brown and Ringlet.
Nationally numbers are declining rapidly. It appears
frequently on the Dales National Park transects that are run
to monitor the status of this and other butterflies of national
concern. This year we have included data from these
transects so the number of butterflies reported has increased
by 13.6%, compared to an average over the previous ten
years.

NYMPHALIDAE (NYMPHALIDS – THE MULTICOLOURED SPECIES PLUS THE BROWNS)
Wall Lasiommata megera 1615 (59.002)
Records 8% UP, 18 sites, 9 observers, 58 individuals
First sighting 18/5/17 Leathley, [DA]
Last sighting 16/9/17 Addingham, Low Moor [DM]
Peak Count 21/8/17 at John O’Gaunt’s reservoir, Washburn
when 6 were counted [PR]
Nationally a ‘species of concern’ and declined dramatically
in Southern England. Last year it was reported that the Wall
was disappearing from Yorkshire at an alarming rate. It is
therefore good to report that in Wharfedale this year our
records are 8% above the average for the last 10 years.
Records were received from similar places to last year and
mainly 9 areas: Addingham, Barden, Burley Moor, John
O’Gaunt’s reservoir, Leathley, Stainburn Forest, Thruscross,
Timble Ings and the Washburn. None from our nature
reserves, although they have been present in the past. Last
reported as follows: Bastow Wood 2009, Grass Wood area
2008, Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits 2013, Sun Lane 2012, Otley
Wetlands 2014.
It would be nice if we could keep a special eye open for
this butterfly next year to see if its improvement continues.
The Wall generally lives in rough open grassland, roadside
verges and as its name suggests enjoys basking on walls,
especially when the sun goes in. It is a similar size and colour
to the Gatekeeper but the Wall is much more heavily
patterned and is sometimes confused with small fritillary
butterflies.

Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops 1618 (59.008)
Records 150% UP, 8 sites, 8 observers, 112 individuals
First sighting 04/08/2017 Mike Barnham Bastow Wood
Last sighting 24/08/2017 Paul Millard, David and Nyree
Fearnley, Ruth Paynter Scargill House Kettlewell
Peak Count 42 on 10/08/2017 Ernie Scarfe Bastow Wood
A success story, not only are we confident that this late
summer flying butterfly has successfully re-established itself
at it’s old Yorkshire haunt in Bastow Wood but that this year
it has also established a new colony at Scargill House near
Kettlewell. This new colony is probably a result of natural
spread from the original colony at Park Rash at Kettlewell.
Unlike previous years when there have been records earlier
in the season, this year the flight season was short but
intense similar to its natural behaviour at its two colonies in
Cumbria. I suspect earlier records in previous years may
have been unofficial releases of captive bred stock that tend
to emerge earlier. I suspect we will never know for sure.
DNA analysis underway may help us understand the origins
of this butterfly. There were no records this year from Sleets
Gill despite thorough searches, this site does not look ideal.
We are hoping for much better things at the Scargill House
site which is well protected and much more suitable.

Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 1614 (59.003)
Records 28.3% DOWN, 58 sites, 26 observers, 499
individuals
First sighting 9/4/17 Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits, [PJB]
Last sighting 18/10/17 Grass Wood, [PM]
Peak Count 25/6/17 at Timble Ings when 20 counted [NF]
The Speckled Wood has been established in many parts of
Yorkshire since its expansion from the south in the 1990s.
238 records were received this year compared to 230 last
year but this is 28% down on the average number of records
over the last ten years.

Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus 1629 (59.009)
Records UP 4.5%, 69 sites, 26 observers, 2,538 individuals.
First sighting 13/6/17 Otley Wetlands, [PP]
Last sighting 22/8/17 Lea Green, Bastow Wood, [IC]
Peak Count 17/7/17 Duck Street Quarry, Greenhow, when 252
seen [MB]
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First sighting 01/07/2017 Lea Green UKBMS Transect Ian

A much better year for the Ringlet with 223 records, 4.5%
better than the average over the last 10 Years and 38% more
than last year. The number of individuals counted was 56%
more than last year.
Records came from throughout Wharfedale and as far
north as Yockenthwaite. Peak counts in popular locations
were as follows:
Timble Ings – 200 counted on 17/7/17 [KL] compared to
260 last year
Otley Wetlands – 175 counted on 26/6/17 [PP and PR]
compared to 55 last year
Bastow Wood – 66 counted on 13/7/17 [ES] compared to
30 last year
Sun Lane – 46 counted on 1/7/17 [PR] compared to 75 last
year
We only started receiving records of Ringlet sightings at
Threshfield Quarry three years ago when numbers reported
were between 3 and 14. This year it was good to receive a
count of 84 on 18/7/17 from Ernie Scarfe. This site is worth
visiting next year to see if the good progress continues.

Powell
Last sighting 16/08/2017 Kilnsey Cool Scar WCS Transect

Paul Millard
Peak Count of Sixteen on 05/08/2017 Kilnsey High Ox
Pasture David and Midge Leather
There were slightly more records and individuals seen in
2017 compared to 2016. This butterfly has colonised many
areas of upland over the last ten years, it is interesting to
look back on the societies old records from 1948 when
annual total counts were usually in single figures, there were
no society sightings at all in Wharfedale from 1986 to 1996.
The present explosion of numbers started in 2005, now we
expect to get sightings of over 100 individuals every year.
This is a good news story and it is a positive delight to see
this butterfly in the summer.
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 1590 (59.023)
Records 84% UP, 160 sites, 31 recorders, 1,432 individuals
First sighting 10/4/17 Yockenthwaite UKBMS Transect, [CG]
Last sighting 17/11/17 Market Street Otley, [MC]
Peak Count 14/9/17 Burley, when 45 were seen [PR]
What a super year it’s been for the Red Admiral! Twice as
many records as last year, and three times more butterflies
seen (1,432). The number of records is the highest since
2006 when over 500 were received. Although a common
sight in gardens, a few decades ago the Red Admiral was
strictly a summer visitor to the UK. Butterflies arrived from
warmer parts of Europe in the spring and summer, bred
here, and then their offspring flew south before winter.
Last year’s mild winter and spring allowed many of these
butterflies to successfully overwinter in the UK and
Yorkshire, and combined with the regular migrants, resulted
in a bumper crop for our summer gardens. In July and
August, despite the unsettled weather, over 900 were seen
and reported across Wharfedale.

Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 1626 (59.010)
Records 29%, 60 sites, 24 observers, 1,351 individuals
First sighting 3-6-17 the roundabout at Burley, [PR]
Last sighting 23/8/17 Scargill House, Kettlewell, [PM]
Peak Count 17/7/17 Duck Street quarry, Greenhow, when 210
were counted [MB]
Overall records were down 29% on the 10 year average
but slightly better than last year (up 7%). The total number
of butterflies seen was 54% up on last year, which is
encouraging as the year before numbers went down 55%.
Records came from throughout Wharfedale, the furthest
north being at Yockenthwaite.
Peak counts (all July) at our local nature reserves were as
follows: Otley Wetlands 86 [PP], Sun Lane 42 [PR], Ben
Rhydding Gavel Pits 8 [DM and DH], Grass Wood 6 [CH],
Timble Ings 30 [KL] and Gallows Hill 26 [ES].
Nationally in the Big Butterfly Count, Meadow Brown
numbers went down 23%, but it doesn’t mean that the
butterfly did particularly badly, as the results were
influenced by its early emergence (due to the warmer winter
and spring) and it peaked and lived out its short life before
the count started.

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 1591 (59.024)
Records 45% DOWN, 31 sites, 17 observers, 46 individuals
First sighting 26/5/17 Lea Green, Bastow Wood, UKBMS
Transect [IP]
Last sighting 22/9/17 Burley, [BS]
Peak Count 3/6/17 Otley [DJ] and 28/5/17 and 2/9/17
Addingham [DM]. In total only 2 seen.
The Painted Lady was one of the highlights of last year’s
report but this year it had a disappointing year. Only 44
reports compared to 120 last year. The 44 records are well
below 80 which is the average number of records received
over the past 10 years.
Only 46 individuals were counted (plus one larva)
compared to 148 last year, and only two people saw more
than one at any one time!
Nationally in the Big Butterfly Count abundance was up
31%. Maybe the cooler climate in Yorkshire put them off
leaving the warmer south in any great numbers.

Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus 1625 (59.011)
Records 67% DOWN, 7 sites, 10 recorders, 151 individuals
First sighting 17/7/17 Otley Wetlands, [ES]
Last sighting 21/8/17 Thruscross [KS], Otley Wetlands [PP],
John O’Gaunt’s Reservoir [PR]
Peak Count 17/7/17 Otley Wetlands when 31 seen [PR]
Another poor year. Only 19 records which is the lowest
since 2001. Records mainly from Burley (Sun Lane) and
Otley Wetlands. Single sightings from Clifton village,
Weeton, Thruscross, Timble Ings, and John O’Gaunts
reservoir. The greatest number seen aside from Otley
Wetlands was 3 at Sun Lane. All other sites produced 2 or
fewer individuals.
The Gatekeeper prefers the warmer temperatures of
southern Britain. The unsettled summer in Yorkshire would
not have encouraged the butterfly to venture northwards. Its
northern limit is a line between Flamborough and Ripon.

Peacock Aglais io 1597 (59.026)
Records 46% DOWN, 97 sites, 34 observers, 382 individuals
First sighting 8/3/17 Crossbeck Road, Ilkley, [NW]
Last sighting 27/10/17 Ilkley [NW]
Peak Count 25/8/17 Washburn when 40 were seen [PR]
Numbers of this butterfly have dropped significantly in
Yorkshire in recent years. Only 201 reports received this year
for Wharfedale which is the lowest since 2002 and 46%
down on the average over the last 10 years.
The Peacock overwinters as an adult and re-emerges
when the weather warms up in spring. The first, and often
only, brood emerges in July when the population is also

Marbled white Melanargia galathea 1620 (59.012)
No records
Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja 1607 (59.019)
Records 7% DOWN, 18 sites, 13 sites, 137 individuals
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and this year it appears to have overwintered more
successfully with 38 records received for March to May
compared with only 12 last year.
As in previous years the majority of records came from
lower Wharfedale and the Washburn. Only one record
received from outside these areas and that was at Scargill
House, Kettlewell on 23/8/17 when 1 was seen [PM].
In the Big Butterfly Count the Comma did extremely well
reaching its highest ever placing of 7th.

reinforced with
migrants from
Europe. 50% of our
records covered
March to May and
47% for August and
September. The
majority of records
coming from lower
Wharfedale. Aside
from the peak count
in the Washburn
there were only two other counts in double figures: 10 were
seen in August in an Addingham garden [DM] and at Sun
Lane [DA].
In the Big Butterfly Count numbers were stable (1% up on
last year), following three years of decrease.

LYCAENIDAE (BLUES AND HAIRSTREAKS)

Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urtica 1593 (59.027)
Records 55% DOWN, 81 sites, 31 observers, 263 individuals
First sighting 24/3/17 when 2 seen at Middleton Woods [DH]
and 3 seen at Otley [CH]
Last sighting 15/10/17 when 1 seen at the Cheerful Chilli café
garden in Otley [PP]
Peak Count 4/8/17 when 10 seen at Hawkswick Head near
Kettlewell [MB]
Nationally the Small Tortoiseshell has been a cause for
concern for some time. Its population having plummeted by
73% since the 1970s. It is not clear what is causing this
drastic long term decline but we are aware that many
caterpillars are killed by parasitic flies. Climate change and
pollution are also possibilities.
This year it appears to have stabilised nationally with
numbers in the Big Butterfly Count 4% up on last year.
Locally records are diminishing each year. Only 169 records
received this year, 55% down on the 10 year average, and the
lowest number since 2001.
88% of the records contained sightings of 2 or less at any
one time. Aside from the peak count, only four other records
showed 5 or more sightings: 8 seen at Leathley [DA], 5 at
Otley Wetlands [PR, KL] and 5 in an Addingham garden
[DM].
Comma Polygonia c-album 1598 (59.031)
Records 32% DOWN, 38 sites, 19 observers, 174 individuals
First sighting 12/3/17 Middleton Woods, Ilkley, [DH]
Last sighting 29/10/17 Burley garden, [PR]
Peak Count 7/8/17 at Sun Lane when 5 were seen [PR]
At the turn of the 20th Century the Comma was restricted
to the Welsh borders and South East England. Since the
1970s it has spread north 250 miles throughout England,
Wales and Scotland. It has been expanding northwards
across Yorkshire over the past 20 years or so. Climate
change and the butterfly’s increased use of nettles as a
caterpillar food plant may be behind the expansion.
It was disappointing that last year produced such a poor
showing locally but this year the situation has improved with
117 records compared
to last year’s 48. This is
32% down on the
average over the last 10
years, so there’s still
quite a way to go
before it reaches the
numbers we have been
used to.
The Comma is a
hibernating resident

Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas 1561 (61.001)
Records 16% DOWN, 36 sites, 21 observers, 107 individuals
First sighting 10/5/17 Cockbur Ford, Grassington, [ES] (note:
First sighting in 2016 was 3/6/17 not 17/8/16 as mentioned
in the report)
Last sighting 8/10/17 Beaver Dyke reservoir, Fewston area,
[NF]
Peak Count 30/8/17 Addingham Moorside when 8 seen [RF]
A butterfly in decline nationally, but for Wharfedale this
year we had 20 more records than last year (56 compared to
36) and twice as many individuals counted (107 compared to
49). The season also started almost a month earlier with 13
records for May compared to none last year and a peak count
for the month on 25/5/17 when 6 were counted on Burley
Moor [PR]
Peak numbers at our local nature reserves were as
follows: Sun Lane: five this year compared to two last year,
Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits: one for both years, Otley
Wetlands: one this year (none last year).
The majority of records came from lower Wharfedale but
it was good to receive one record as far north as
Buckden/Yockenthwaite for 1/9/17 [DA]
The butterfly also did well in the Big Butterfly Count with
an increase in numbers nationally of 62% over last year.
Let’s hope the upward trend continues next year!
Purple Hairstreak Favonius quercus 1557 (61.004)
Records 60% DOWN, 2 sites, 2 observers, 7 individuals
First sighting 9/8/17 near Panorama Woods, Ilkley [DL]
Last sighting 17/8/17 in a garden in Burley [PR]
Peak Count 18/8/17 Panorama Woods, Ilkley when 4 were
seen [DL]
The Purple Hairstreak was only seen at two sites this year.
It’s nice to see it back in Peter and Anne’s garden in Burley,
and also good to see a sighting at Panorama Woods where
we’re not had any reports before. The last time we had as
many as 4 seen at any one time was in July 2014 when 4
were seen at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits [NF and DH] and 7 at
Sun Lane [PR]. Sadly, there are no records for either of these
sites this year.
No records either for the Middleton Hospital site, Ilkley,
where it has been seen every year since 2001 when we had a
peak count of 20. A number of people, including Peter and
Janet Burns and Dave Howson visited the site but had no joy.
It is a difficult butterfly to spot, spending most of its time
high above us in the canopy of oak trees but another one to
go searching for next year.
Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi 1555 (61.005)
Records 35% DOWN, 21 sites, 16 observers, 113 individuals
First sighting 4/4/17 Otley Chevin [PP]
Last sighting 22/7/17 Lower moor, Ilkley, [PJB]
Peak Count 28/4/17 at Otley Chevin when 10 were seen [NF]
and on 10/5/17 at Burley Moor when 10 also seen [PR].
This little green hairstreak is doing a bit better than last
year producing 45 records compared to last year’s 27. The
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reduced, the wasp’s populations crash as well. This allows
the butterfly to recover before the wasp once again takes
hold. Records in Wharfedale, though not scientifically
accurate, show the biggest fluctuations in numbers every two
to three years.
This year we had a better performance than last year with
twice as many records (41 compared to 21) but 17% down on
the average over the last 10 years. The first sighting was two
weeks earlier than last year. Records were received from Ben
Rhydding to Otley with only one record further up the Dale,
at the Cavendish Pavilion, Bolton Abbey in August [AG].
Single sightings were the norm with only Anne and Peter
Riley’s garden in Burley producing a count of two, in both
the first and second broods.

first sighting was two weeks earlier than last year and the
majority of sightings in May, with just one sighting in June
(4 seen at Burley Moor on the 1st [PR], and a very late record
from Ilkley Moor on 22/7/17 .
Burley Moor and Otley Chevin continue to be the
butterfly’s strongholds. We had no records for Stonehouse
crossroads in Thruscross this year but we did receive a
sighting of 2 butterflies nearby at Stonehouse’s Reservoir
road junction. A poor showing compared to the peak of 30
we had in the Stonehouse area 3 years ago. Another area that
appears to be suffering from a dearth of records is Langbar,
near Addingham. In 1998 David Howson counted 100 green
hairstreaks at Badgers Gate, in 2007 it was down to 70, and
in 2014 just 3! No records since, so if anyone is near the area
next year (SE1051/SE097517) perhaps they could check out
the state of play. Two were seen nearby at Beamsley Beacon
this year so they may still be around, but they just haven’t
been reported.
The peak count last year was 13 at Timble Ings on 16/5/16
{KB]. This year we only had one record for Timble Ings and
that was for 24/5/17 when only two were seen [KL].

Northern Brown Argus Aricia Artaxerxes 1573 (61.016)
Records
First sighting 25/05/2017 Bastow Wood Grassington Audrey
Gramshaw
Last sighting 18/07/2017 Lea Green Bastow Wood UKBMS
Transect Ian Powell
Peak count Twenty two on 14/06/2017 Lea Green Bastow
Wood UKBMS Transect Ian Powell
We are fortunate to have this special little butterfly on our
patch. It is closely related but genetically distinct from the
Brown Argus which is very occasionally sighted in Lower
Wharfedale around Wetherby. No Brown Argus have been
reported in our recording area. Three hundred and sixty nine
individuals were reported, an increase of 41% but that is not
a comparable figure as we now have access to data from the
transect at Lea Green and Bastow Wood which is a very rich
site.

White-Letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album 1558 (61.006)
Records 82% DOWN, 2 sites, 4 observers, 4 individuals (plus
1 egg).
First sighting 1/7/17 Site of old primary school, Addingham,
[DM]
Last sighting 14/7/17 Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits, [DA]
Peak Count Only 1 seen at each of the two locations at any
one time.
For last year, the Yorkshire Butterflies and Moth Report
produced by Butterfly Conservation reported ‘The 2016
season continued the downward trend of records for this
often elusive butterfly’ but that ‘The majority of records
came from VC64’. Well, I don’t know how the other areas in
VC64 fared this year but certainly in Wharfedale it was very
disappointing with only 5 records being received compared
to 20 last year and 53 the year before. Records are 82%
down on the average for the last ten years.
Records came from just two sites, shown above. Only one
adult butterfly was seen at any one time, plus one egg that
Paul Millard amazingly spotted at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits
during the WNS Summer visit. (See separate report). Sadly,
the butterfly’s existence at the old primary school site in
Addingham may not continue for much longer as the site is
currently under threat of development.
Nationally the White-letter hairstreak suffered its worst
year on record in 2016 according to the UK Butterfly
Monitoring Survey, and although widespread across England
and Wales it suffered a 72% decline over the last decade. Its
numbers are down by 96% over the last 40 years.
Some good news though for Scotland. In the Guardian
this summer it was reported that the butterfly had been
discovered in a field in Berwickshire about 100 metres from
the English border. It is the first time since 1884 that the
butterfly has been sighted in Scotland.

Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 1574 (61.018)
Records26% DOWN, 26 sites, 23 observers, 909 individuals
First sighting 22/5/17 Otley Wetlands when 2 males sighted
[PP]
Last sighting 16/8/17 Park Rash, Kettlewell and Sleets Gill,
Littondale [PM]
Peak Count Duck Street Quarry, Greenhow 17/7/17 when 501
were counted [MB]
There was cause for concern for this butterfly last year
but the picture is more promising this year
Records have been boosted by the inclusion of UKBMS
transect data (see opening paragraphs of this report for more
information on UKBMS) but the increased activity at Otley
Wetlands has also given numbers a boost.
The first sighting at Otley Wetlands was two weeks earlier
than last year. The reserve had an extremely productive
summer overtaking last year’s record breaking peak count of
14 to an amazing 26 on 9/6/17 [PP]. The management
strategy at the reserve is obviously working!
Kilnsey Cool Scar was again disappointing. As last year,
only one record, producing a count of 5. At Low Ox Pasture
we had 6 records and a peak count of 3.
The Common Blue also did extremely well nationally in
the Big Butterfly Count with numbers increased by 109%
over last year. A welcome improvement on the 50% drop the
year before.
Aside from the privately owned Duck Street Quarry and
Otley Wetlands (permit holders only), other good places to
see this lovely butterfly are as follows:
Trollers Gill circuit, Skyreholme where the peak count
was 14 on 17/7/17 [DL]
Mastiles Lane, Kilnsey where 13 were seen on 17/6/17
[EC]
Park Gill, Kettlewell where the peak count was 12 on
4/8/17 [MB]

Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus 1580 (61.012)
Records 17% DOWN, 14 sites, 10 observers, 45 individuals
First sighting 8/4/17 Burley garden [PR]
Last sighting 2/9/17 garden centre, Ilkley [DA]
Peak Count 23/5/17, 28/7/17 and 6/8/17 at a garden in
Burley when 2 were seen on each day [PR]
Holly Blue populations are often cyclical, peaking every
5-7 years, due to the predations of a parasitic wasp. The
wasp injects a single egg into the caterpillar, the wasp larvae
then develops within the caterpillar, eventually killing it.
Once the Holly Blue numbers have been dramatically
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MOTHS

FINALLY

Moths have been regularly recorded throughout 2017 in
Wharfedale, part of the larger vice-county recording area
Mid-west Yorkshire (VC64). The earliest moths sighted were
in January: Early Moth (1960 Theria primaria), Winter Moth
(1799 Operophtera brumata), in February: Light Brown
Apple Moth (998 Epiphyas postvittana), Pale Brindled Beauty
(1926 Phigalia pilosaria), and Chestnut (2258 Conistra
vaccinii), in March: Beautiful Plume (1497 Amblyptilia
acanthadactyla), Dotted Border (1934 Agriopis marginaria)
and Engrailed (1947 Ectropis bistortata). The latest moths
were in November: Rusty-dot Pearl (1395 Udea ferrugalis),
Chestnut (2258 Conistra vaccinii), Spruce Carpet 1769 Thera
britannica) and in December: Light Brown Apple Moth (998
Epiphyas postvittana). Some sites in Burley-in-Wharfedale,
Skyreholme, Ilkley, Otley and Pool-in-Wharfedale were
regularly monitored using light trapping and wine roping.
Further moth sightings came from occasional moth traps,
country walks and house and garden searches. The busiest
months for moth sightings were May 551 records, June 871
records, July 729 records, August 451 records and September
241 records. A total of 3,251 records (505 micro and 2,746
macro) were received for 431 species (154 micro and 277
macro). The number of sightings and species recorded in any
year always fluctuates according to the weather patterns,
abundance of common species and the opportunities for
regular trapping by WNS moth recorders.
Some photographs of moths regularly seen can be viewed
on the Wharfedale Naturalists’ Society website
http://www.wharfedale-nats.org.uk/moths
Many of the moths selected for this website can be seen
without a moth trap. Every year we get some good records
from what we term our 'roving moth-ers': gardeners,
walkers, shoppers and butterfly transect recorders, which all
add to the overall picture of local moth activity.
January gave a cold and windy start to the year with quite a
few nights of minus 5 degrees after clear moonlit skies so
moth trapping was not feasible. Moth-trapping in February
and early March gave frequent empty traps or just a couple
of species. By mid-March however more sheltered garden
spots or sites closer to many trees gave some interesting
moths: Common Quaker (2187 Orthosia cerasi), Hebrew
Character (2190 Orthosia gothica) and Early Thorn (1917
Selenia dentaria); then as it ended with warmer nights Grey
Shoulder-knot (2237 Lithophane ornitopus), Shoulder Stripe
(1746 Anticlea badiata) and Tawny Pinion (2235 Lithophane
semibrunnea). April temperatures allowed more regular
moth trapping and soon 40 different moth species had been
recorded in the first four months of the year: including
White-shouldered House Moth (648 Endrosis sarcitrella) indoors, March Moth (1663 Alsophila aescularia), Purple
Thorn (1919 Selenia tetralunaria), Streamer (1747 Anticlea
derivate)and Green Silver-lines (2422 Pseudoips prasinana).
From May onwards day-flying moths (including Brimstone
Moth (1906 Opisthograptis luteolata), Cinnabar (2069 Tyria
jacobaeae), Yellow Shell (1742 Camptogramma bilineata) and
Common Heath (1952 Ematurga atomaria)) and caterpillars
(e.g.Mullein (2221 Shargacucullia verbasci)) were recorded
and more reliable evening moth trapping commenced and
continued throughout the summer months. Autumn can be
ideal for moth trapping, either overnight or just early
evening (5pm to 11pm), particularly if near ivy or a variety of
trees. Moth traps occasionally had only caddisflies, midges,
beetles and wasps in 2017 and moth numbers were rather
low but sightings included: 697 Agonopterix arenella, Greenbrindled Crescent (2245 Allophyes oxyacanthae), Frosted
Orange (2364 Gortyna flavago), Scarce Umber (1933
Agriopis aurantiaria), Grey Dagger (2284 Acronicta psi)

Once again a big thank you to everyone who sent in their
records and photos, without which there would be no report!
We value all contributions, no matter how small. For those
who have not sent in records before but would like to give it
a go, then please have a word with either of us and we’ll put
you on the right track. Come on in the water’s lovely!

Diane Morris and Paul Millard
Butterfly Recorders

OBSERVERS
Records were received from the following people:
Alred, David, Helen & Joan (DA); Barnham, Mike (MB);
Barton, Susan (SB); Booth, Steve, (SB); Burns, Peter & Janet
(PJB); Burrow, Heather and Dick, (HB); Clements, Edwina
(EC); Clerk, Mike &Joyce(MC); Court, Ian (IC); Dixon, Jenny;
(JD); Fearnley, David & Nyree (NF); Fuller, Richard (RF),
Gibbons, Chris (CG); Gramshaw, Audrey (AG); Hewitt, Mark
(MH); Hodgson, Robert (RH); Horner, Carmen & Fred (CH);
Howson, David & Rosemary (DH); Howson, Tim (TH);
Jakeways, Diana (DJ); Katic, Peter (PK); Kyriakides, Janet &
Kyriacos (JK); Leather, David & Midge (DL); Light, Gerald
(GL); Limb, Pat and Ken (KL) ; Lilley, Ros [RL], Loader, Lynn
(LL); Millard, Paul and Jennifer (PM); Morris, Diane (DM);
Perea-Child, Sanjee (PCS); Powell, Ian (IP); Purvis, Paul (PP);
Riley, Peter & Anne (PR); Scarfe, Ernie (ES); Shackleton,
Karen (KAS); Smith, Kelvin (KS); Speed, Bruce (BS);
Stidworthy, John (JOS); Wharton, Nadine (NW); Williams,
Mike (MW); WNS Botany Group (WNSBOT); WNS Summer
Visit, (WNSSV).
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larval , Merveille du Jour (2247 Dichonia aprilina),Yellowline Quaker (2264 Agrochola macilenta) and December Moth
(1631 Poecilocampa populi). The full moon, clearer skies and
colder evenings in December quickly ended the moth-ing
year however one female Light Brown Apple Moth (998
Epiphyas postvittana) was seen indoors - obviously an
escapee from the apple store!
The micro-moths recorded increased by 33 Leaf mine
species. Charles Fletcher found these at Beecroft Moor
Plantation, Stainburn Forest, Hawkswick Wood, Thruscross,
Cray Gill, Kettlewell and Arncliffe. Leaf mines are interesting
to find and identify to at least the moth family by consulting
the British Leafminer website at
http://www.leafmines.co.uk/ and the the mine-keys page
http://www.leafmines.co.uk/html/Mine_Guide.htm . We
found leaf mines and then later the flying Apple Leaf Miner
(0263 Lyonetia clerkella) and Firethorn Leaf Miner (0332a
Phyllonorycter leucographella) in the garden. If interested in
knowing more about this fascinating moth group Charlie
Streets’ website offers additional information and detailed
photography:
http://charlielepidopteraofcalderdale.blogspot.co.uk/2011/11/
torts-5.html
Photographs and further details of all the moths highlighted
in this report are available on the following websites:
http://www.yorkshiremoths.info/ or http://
ukmoths.org.uk/
(http://www.yorkshiremoths.info/ only has latest records
until end of 2014 - Yorkshire Naturalists' Union will
hopefully update this website using the National Moth
Recording Scheme (NMRS) data in due course).
THE MOST ABUNDANT MICRO-MOTHS OVER THE 2017
SEASON WERE:
Light Brown Apple Moth (998 Epiphyas postvittana) 38
records for 74 individuals (26 Feb to 13 Dec)
Bee Moth (1428 Aphomia sociella) 31 records for 60
individuals (8 April to 26 July);
Garden Grass-veneer (1293 Chrysoteuchia culmella) 16
records for 45 individuals (1 June to 25 July);
Bird-cherry Ermine (424 Yponomeuta evonymella) 14
records for 37 individuals (8 July to 30 Aug);
Nettle-tap (385 Anthophila fabriciana) 10 records for 28
individuals (9 May to 26 Aug).
THE MOST ABUNDANT MACRO-MOTHS OVER THE 2017
SEASON WERE:
Large Yellow Underwing (2107 Noctua pronuba) 137
records for 3,284 individuals (1 June to 13 Oct);
Lesser Yellow Underwing (2109 Noctua comes) 34 records
for 265 individuals (18 July to 27 Sept)
Heart and Dart (2089 Agrotis exclamationis) 52 records for
244 individuals (16 May to 25 July);
Dark Arches (2321 Apamea monoglypha) 67 records for 240
individuals (13 June to 16 Sept);
Hebrew Character (2190 Orthosia gothica) 45 records for
162 individuals (10 March to 19 May).
Highlights from 2017 were:
0001 Micropterix tunbergella
1 record for 1 individual of this Common moth on the 20th
May at Beecroft Moor Plantation. An attractive little dayflying moth, with purplish markings on a metallic golden
ground colour with orange-tufted head.

0003 Micropterix aureatella
1 record for 3 individuals of this Common little day-flying
moth on the 20th May at Beecroft Moor Plantation. The adult
moth occupies woodland and heathland and feed on the
pollen of a variety of flowers, especially those of Sedge
(Carex).
0010 Eriocrania salopiella
1 record on birch on 20th May at Beecroft Moor Plantation
for a rare Local moth. Tricky to separate from some of the
other birch-feeding Eriocrania species. The hindwing is
distinctive - whitish in the basal half of the hind margin and
grey apically.
0014 Ghost Moth Hepialus humuli
2 records for 2 individuals on 20th June and 15th July at
Otley and Grassington for this Common moth. The white
male looks particularly dramatic as it flies over grasses at
dusk.
0063 Stigmella lemniscella
1 record on wych elm on 15th September at Thruscross for
a Common thinly distributed moth. The commonest of
three Elm-feeding Stigmella species its mine often follows
the leaf margin, hence the old name of marginicolella.
0092 Rose Leaf Miner Stigmella anomalella
1 record on 31st October at Hubberholme. A Common moth
thinly distributed across the County and usually recorded as
leaf-mines on various species of rose. A typical mine is a
clear corridor, often with a hairpin turn, the section before
the turn often following the leaf margin.
0164 Cistus Forester Adscita geryon
133 individuals were seen between the 31st May and 2nd July
in the Kilnsey area, Bastow Wood and near Conistone. Good
numbers for this Nationally Scarce B (Nb) day-flying
species.
0294 Aspilapteryx tringipennella
1 record for 1 individual on 25th July at Burley-inWharfedale. An irregular scarce Migrant which does not
turn up every year. Two amazing influxes into the County
gave 69 records -2006 & 15 records - 1903.
0481 Epermenia falciformis
3 individuals on 28th May at Skyreholme for this Local moth
which has two generations May-June & July to Sept. It feeds
on Wild Angelica and Ground-elder.
0599 Elachista alpinella
1 record for 1 individual (Male - *gen. det.) on 19th June at
Stainburn Forest. Only the second record for VC64 for this
Nationally Scarce B (Nb) moth which feeds on various
sedges.
0697 Agonopterix arenella
3 records for 3 individuals on 20th April, 25th August and
27th Sept. at Kettlewell, Otley and Skyreholme. A Common
moth which hibernates through to the following Spring and
feeds on Thistles and Knapweeds.
0858 Hypatima rhomboidella
2 records for 2 individuals on 1st and 15th September at
Grass Wood and Thruscross for a Common moth which feeds
on Gorse.
0945 Aethes cnicana
2 records for 2 individuals on 19th June and 5th July at
Stainburn Forest and Skyreholme for a Common moth
which is uncommon and thinly distributed in VC64. Various
species of Thistle (Cirsium) form the food plant, where the
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larvae devour the seeds before entering the stem where they
pupate.
0986 Syndemis musculana
2 records for 2 individuals on 26th and 28th May at Burleyin-Wharfedale and Otley for a Common moth. It flies in the
late afternoon and evening in May and June, coming to light
after dusk.
The larva feeds from a leaf spinning or folded leaf, on
Bramble (Rubus sp.), Birch (Betula) and Oak (Quercus), and
many other trees, shrubs, herbs and grasses.
0994 Clepsis consimilana
1 individual on 13th June at Otley for a Common moth which
feeds on Privet.
1009 Philedonides lunana
5 individuals on 2nd April at Barden Fell, Simons Seat for a
very local Nationally Scarce B (Nb) moth of moorland.
Flying from March to May, the males can be found on the
wing on calm sunny days.
1136 Epinotia immundana
1 individual on 28th May at Otley for a Common moth with
two generations and associated with Birch and Alder.
1159 Holly Tortrix Rhopobota naevana
4 records for 7 individuals between 19th June and 11th
August at Stainburn Forest and Ilkley for a Common moth
often extremely abundant in moorland localities where the
larvae feed on Bilberry.
1197 Eucosma campoliliana
1 individual on 21st June at Sun Lane for a Common moth
which is thinly distributed in the area and its larvae feeds on
Ragwort.
1288 Twenty-plume Moth Alucita hexadactyla
5 records for 5 individuals between the 12th May and 17th
August at Burley-in-Wharfedale, Otley and Addingham. A
distinctive Common moth which can be found any month and
is readily disturbed by day on Honeysuckle its food plant.
1345 Brown China-mark Elophila nymphaeata
3 records for 17 individuals on 25th June and 25th July at
Timble Ings and Otley. A Common moth easily disturbed
from or found flying by waterside vegetation.
1361 Mint Moth Pyrausta aurata
6 records for 7 individuals between 12th May and 28th
August at Burley-in-Wharfedale and Otley. A Common moth,
uncommon and thinly distributed, with two generations in
May/June and July/August. It flies both during the day and at
night and is attracted to various mint species.
1362 Pyrausta purpuralis
4 records for 4 individuals on 31st May and 16th June at
Kilnsey and Bastow Wood for this Common, uncommon and
thinly distributed, moth. It prefers dry grassland and chalky
downland habitats and its larvae feed on Corn Mint (Mentha
arvensis) and Wild Thyme (Thymus polytrichus).
1380 Anania perlucidalis
1 individual on 21st June at Sun Lane for a Common moth.
An uncommon and thinly distributed species since 1995 with
an unknown life history but which is thought to feed on
various thistles (Cirsium and Carduus).
1388 Udea lutealis
4 records for 4 individuals between 15th July and 24th
August at Ilkley and Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits. This
Common moth is fairly easily recognised by the pale creamy
forewings with darker cross-lines and outlined shapes. In

Spring the larvae live on a variety of herbaceous plants,
including Bramble (Rubus sp.).
1395 Rusty-dot Pearl Udea ferrugalis
2 records for 2 individuals on 14th November at Skyreholme
and Grass Wood for this Migrant. In Britain this moth can
occur at almost any time of the year and sometimes in large
influxes with other migrants.
1509 Stenoptilia pterodactyla
2 individuals on 12th July at Trollers Gill for a Common
moth which is a scarce and local resident. The larvae mine
the shoots and stems of Germander Speedwell (Veronica
chamaedrys) from August to March.
1510 Merrifieldia leucodactyla
1 individual on 2nd July at Conistone for a rare and very local
resident with few recorded sightings in VC64 or Yorkshire.
The adult Local moth flies by night from June to August and
is easily disturbed by day.
1726 Large Twin-spot Carpet Xanthorhoe quadrifasiata
1 individual on 5th July at Burley-in-Wharfedale for this
Local moth of woodland habitats. The larvae feed on lowgrowing plants, such as Bedstraw (Galium), and overwinter
in this stage.
1748 Beautiful Carpet Mesoleuca albicillata
1 individual on 25th May at Thruscross for this attractive
Common moth often disturbed in the daytime. It is only
slightly attracted to light traps and is not generally found in
large numbers.
1750 Water Carpet Lampropteryx suffumata
6 records for 8 individuals between the 8th and 23rd May at
Skyreholme, Beecroft Moor Plantation and Otley for this
spring-flying Common moth. A number of variations or
aberrations occur, including a striking form ab. porrittii,
found in Yorkshire, but scarce elsewhere.
1755 Chevron Eulithis testata
2 records for 2 individuals on the 25th July and 6th
September at Burley-in-Wharfedale. This Common moth is a
variable species displaying colour forms from yellowish
through to fairly dark brown.
1756 Northern Spinach Eulithis populata
9 records for 14 individuals between the 10th June and 25th
July at Beamsley Beacon, Ilkley, Beecroft Moor Plantation,
Grimwith Reservoir, Skyreholme and Kilnsey. This Common
moth shows a range of colour forms, with generally darker
specimens further north. It inhabits peat moorland and
grassland, and the larvae feed on Bilberry (Vaccinium
myrtillus).
1765 Barred Yellow Cidaria fulvata
5 records for 5 individuals between the 19th June and 13th
July at Otley and Burley-in-Wharfedale. A Common brightlycoloured moth which prefers woodland, chalk and scrubland
with larvae feeding on the leaves of Dog Rose (Rosa canina).
1766 Blue-bordered Carpet Plemyria rubiginata
1 individual on 25th August at Burley-in-Wharfedale for a
Common moth which is a scarce and local resident.It
inhabits woodland, damp areas and gardens, and feeds on a
range of trees and bushes, including Alder (Alnus glutinosa)
and Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa).
1773 Broken-barred Carpet Electrophaes corylata
4 records for 9 individuals between 24th May and 16th June
at Beecroft Moor Plantation, Burley-in-Wharfedale and Grass
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Wood. An uncommon and thinly distributed Common moth
in broadleaved woodland in Yorkshire.
1774 Beech-green Carpet Colostygia olivata
1 individual on 21st July at Conistone for a Local moth. This
moth is prone to misidentification since the green colour
fades quickly to brown. It remains very local in upland areas
and is rarely reported.
1801 Barred Carpet Perizoma taeniata
4 individuals on 14th July at Grass Wood. Excellent record
for this Nationally Scarce A (Na) moth which is rare and
only has populations in the county at Grass Wood and a site
on the North Yorkshire Moors.
1861 Bilberry Pug Pasiphila debiliata
1 individual dusk-flying on 26th June at Beecroft Moor
Plantation. This is only the second record for Yorkshire for
this Nationally Scarce B (Nb) moth occasionally found in
open woodland with an undergrowth of Bilberry (Vaccinium
myrtillus). VC64 record. Second record for Yorkshire.
1879 Seraphim Lobophora halterata
1 individual on 22nd May at Burley-in-Wharfedale for a
Local moth which remains a scarce and local resident. A very
variable species with scattered records from broad-leaved
woodland - Aspen and Poplar.
1880 Barred Tooth-striped Trichopteryx polycommata
4 records for 26 individuals (inc 11 attracted by use of
pheromone) of this Nationally Scarce A (Na) moth between
the 7th April and 29th April near Wild Privet (Ligustrum
vulgare) at Grass Wood- its only known site in the county.
1883 Yellow-barred Brindle Acasis viretata
2 records for 2 individuals on 19th May and 31st July at
Beecroft Moor Plantation and Burley-in-Wharfedale for a
Local moth which remains a scarce and local resident.
Freshly emerged species usually have a greenish colour
however this rapidly fades to yellow.
1887 Clouded Border Lomaspilis marginata
11 records for 11 individuals between 22nd May and 7th
August at Otley, Sun Lane, Burley-in-Wharfedale and Ilkley
for a Common moth. A delicate little moth, readily disturbed
from undergrowth during the day, with very varied black
and white markings.
1904 Scorched Wing Plagodis dolabraria
2 records for 3 individuals on 22nd May and 1st June on at
Burley-in-Wharfedale and Sun Lane. Attractive uncommon
and fairly widespread Local moth in lowland habitats with
Oak and Birches.
1909 Speckled Yellow Pseudopanthera macularia
2 records for 2 individuals on the 25th May and 3rd June at
Bastow Wood and Grass Wood for this Common day-flying
limestone species which has Wood Sage as its food plant.
1934 Dotted Border Agriopis marginaria
2 records for 2 individuals on 10th March and 12th March at
Otley and Skyreholme. This Common moth is mainly found
in broadleaved woodlands in Spring but can also be seen
occasionally as late as November.
1969 Grey Scalloped Bar Dyscia fagaria
1 individual seen on 31st May at Skyreholme. This Local
moth is a scarce resident occasionally sighted in heathery
upland areas but no longer found flying on lowland heaths
1984 Humming-bird Hawk-moth Macroglossum
stellatarum

18 records for 18 individuals mainly seen day-flying between
25th May and 4th August at Menston, Burley-in-Wharfedale,
Addingham, Kettlewell, Grassington, and Parcevall Hall. This
Migrant wanders and is seen in varying numbers each year
between April and Dec. Best VC64 sightings - 347 (2006) &
198 (2011).
2031 White Satin Leucoma salicis
1 individual sighted on a shop window in Otley on 1st
August. This Local moth is frequently seen in lowland areas
close to Willows and Poplars
2039 Red-necked Footman Atolmis rubricollis
8 records for 35 individuals between 4th and 15th Sept at
Timble Ings, Stainburn Forest and Thruscross. Good
numbers for a Local day-flying moth rarely sighted. Its larvae
feeds on lichens and algae growing on tree-trunks and
overwinters as a pupa.
2064 Ruby Tiger Phragmatobia fuliginosa
4 adults between 24th May and 13th August at Skyreholme,
Stainburn Forest and Otley. Also 2 larval sightings on 6th
October at Beamsley and 11th November at Thruscross. A
Common moth of lowland and uplands attracted to
herbaceous plants.
2104 Northern Rustic Standfussiana lucernea
1 individual on 23rd August at Kettlewell. In Yorkshire this is
a rare Local moth of rocky uplands in the west of the county
with a few scattered records most years in the west of VC64.
2344 Least Minor Photedes captiuncula
1 individual day-flying on 1st July at Dibb Scar. Fabulous
record again for this RDB3 moth (previous Wharfedale
sightings were 1 moth in 2013, 9 moths in 2014, none in 2015
& 3 moths in 2016).
2367 Haworth's Minor Celaena haworthii
3 records for 5 individuals between 4th July and 30th August
at Skyreholme and Kettlewell. A Local moth which remains a
scarce and local resident and is found on wet acid uplands
where Cotton-grass grows.
2425 Nut-tree Tussock Colocasia coryli
1 individual on 19th May at Beecroft Moor Plantation. A
Common moth which is a scarce and local resident rarely
seen in Wharfedale.
2484 Pinion-streaked Snout Schrankia costaestrigalis
6 records for 6 individuals between 26th July and 30th
October at Ilkley, Stainburn Forest and Skyreholme. A Local
moth with two generations, Jun-Jul and Aug-Sep (-Oct).
*gen.det. - some moths require examination of a
specimen’s genitalia to determine to species level.
Conservation status of species categories:
RDB3: Red Data Book 3: Recorded from 11-15 10 km
squares in Great Britain.
Nationally Scarce A (Na): Recorded from 16-30 10 km
squares in Great Britain.
Nationally Scarce B (Nb): Recorded from 31-100 10 km
squares in Great Britain.
Local: Recorded from 101-300 10 km squares in Great
Britain.
Common: Recorded from over 300 10 km squares in Great
Britain.
Migrant: Moths travelling to the UK.
BRC ‘1945 to 65’: Biological Records Centre scheme (run by
John Heath)-with inclusive dates for sightings.
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We forward all Wharfedale Naturalists' Society (WNS) moth
records to the VC64 Co-ordinator for inclusion in the
National Moth Recording Scheme (NMRS) for moth species
in the UK organised by Butterfly Conservation. Thanks again
to Dr. Charles Fletcher (VC 64 Co-ordinator) for his support
to fellow moth observers over the last year.
We are grateful for all the records received from:
Chris Alder, Sheila & Peter Bancroft, Bruce N Brown, Karen
Bullimore, Peter & Janet Burns, Jeanette Clapham, Win
Clements, Clare Dunn, David & Nyree Fearnley, Charles
Fletcher, John Gavaghan, Audrey Gramshaw, Fred & Carmen
Horner, David Howson, Tim Howson, Diana Jakeways, Nick

Lightband, Pat & Ken Limb, Paul Millard, Diane Morris,
Denis O’Connor, Jackie Reily, Peter & Anne Riley, Andrew
Rhodes, Ernie Scarfe, Bruce & Pauline Speed, Nicky Vernon,
Sarah Ward, Ian Watt and Jane Willis.
If anyone is interested in taking up moth recording and
would like further advice we will be happy to help.
Our e-mail address is: naturefind@clerk54.plus.com

Mike & Joyce Clerk

THE MYSTERY OF THE OAK SAPLINGS
Over the past two years oak saplings have mysteriously
started growing in our back garden. I assumed they had been
planted by squirrels although I had never seen a squirrel in
the garden. As I didn’t want them amongst my fruit and
vegetables I potted them up and later, with our
grandchildren, carried them into the nearby Gillbeck valley
and transplanted them on the edge of Spring Woods, an area
of ancient oak woodland.
Suddenly one morning the mystery was solved. I pulled
back the curtains and was thrilled to see a jay, with its
speckled black and white head and blue wing patch, hopping
and pecking about the lawn. Grabbing my binoculars I
watched and was amazed to see it pull and swallow whole an
acorn from the turf. Then hopping to the vegetable patch two
more acorns were dug up and swallowed. Surely the jay
could not digest such large seeds. When it flew off I referred
to the bird book and learnt that a jay can expand its gullet to
accommodate this bountiful breakfast. The jay has been seen
pecking about on several succeeding mornings but yesterday
its activity was different. After apparently digging beneath an
apple tree I observed it picking up fallen leaves and carefully
placing them over the digging spot. Was the jay storing more
acorns? Can I expect more oak saplings in the Spring? Time
will tell.

OBITUARY — JEANNETTE CLAPHAM
Sadly, Jeanette Clapham, moth recorder from 1991
to 2004, died in June after a short illness. Jeanette
joined the Wharfedale Naturalists’ Society (WNS)
over 40 years ago and held a variety of Office
positions (including Honorary Secretary,
Membership Secretary, Treasurer, President and
Vice President) before specialising in moth
identification and recording.
From 1983 Jeanette regularly recorded moth
sightings from her garden moth trap and day-flying
species seen on her walks around Wharfedale. She
shared her enthusiasm for moths with colleagues in
WNS and Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union Lepidoptera
group and meticulously checked any rarer species
with the VC64 recorder or Rothamsted. She
collected and systematically listed all the WNS moth
records from 1991 to 2004 and also tidied and added
earlier Society moth records from 1945 onwards to
these.
This recording work by Jeanette later allowed all
the Society moth records from 1945 to 2004 (23,127
sightings) to be added to the Butterfly Conservation
National Recording Scheme database in 2016.
Jeanette continued to regularly trap and record
moth sightings throughout the seasons from 2005
onwards. Her Engrailed moth in March this year
offered one of the first records for 2017.

Ruth Anderson

Jay (JS)
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EMPEROR MOTHS, STRANS GILL, LITTONDALE
25TH JUNE 2015

Emperor male (P&JB)

I had joined the Wharfedale Naturalists botany walk to see
what I could find in the way of butterflies and moths at a
site that was new for me. All was as expected with a few
green-veined whites, a small heath and a red admiral. Then
I looked down at a plant with small yellow flowers that I
recognised as tormentil, and there, demolishing it with
relish was a cluster of black spiky caterpillars that I thought
looked familiar. A nest of young emperor moth larvae
Saturnia pavonia the only British representative of the silk
moth family. What on earth they were doing feeding on
tormentil I have no idea, in the uplands they usually eat
heather, in the Brecklands where I have seen them before in
this early stage they are usually on bramble. Though they
are recorded as feeding on a wide range of low growing
shrubs they are usually woody plants. Tormentil, like
bramble, is a member of the rose family so that must be
why they were eating it.

Emperor larvae (PM)

The eggs are laid in a batch and the young caterpillars
benefit from feeding in a group. They become large solitary
caterpillars a little later in their development.
It is not unusual to see the cocoons in heather fronds
later in the year but the fully grown caterpillars are difficult
to spot, unless that is, you have red green colour blindness
when I am told they stick out like sore thumbs. I don’t have
this advantage.
I took a few home and they readily transferred their diet
to bramble, which is a good universal plant for feeding
unknown caterpillars.
After a few weeks they grew into the recognisable huge
green caterpillars of the emperor moth. When fully fed they
busied themselves spinning their cocoons. I had a total of
three. I was quite looking forward to the next spring hoping

that a female would emerge so I could try the feat of
assembling. Apparently taking a fresh female up on to
moorland in a small cage on a calm spring day she will emit
pheromones and attract males which fly in daytime,
following the scent with great purpose hopefully toward
their tryst.
This was not to be. 2016 passed by with not a stirring
from any of the three surviving pupae. I had almost given
up hope, but the pupae were still there in the emerging cage
in spring 2017. I had almost forgotten them, but still halfheartedly sprayed them with a mist of water whenever I
remembered.
Then on the 16th of April 2017 there emerged a perfect
male, fully one year late. This survival strategy of missing
an entire season in pupa is not unknown but it is unusual to
see it at first hand. The other two pupae did not make it, or
so I thought until a few weeks later a rather battered female
turned up in my garden moth trap, I checked the emerging
cage and it had been left unzipped, yet another of the pupae
looked to have hatched. I suspect I had missed my chance to
try assembling after all!
There is now a very effective synthetic pheromone lure
that can be purchased and works well if surveying for
populations of emperor moths, so good in fact that I am
told if you forget to seal the container when leaving a site,
the male moths will follow you back to your car very like
the Pied Piper of Hamelin, a sight that might cause a bit of
reputational damage. I think something as powerful as that
needs to be used carefully and sparingly, one wouldn’t want
to deprive a population of all its male genes.

Paul Millard

BEN RHYDDING GRAVEL PITS
THURSDAY 20 JULY – SEARCHING FOR
WHITE-LETTER AND PURPLE HAIRSTREAKS

Emperor female (DM)
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“Walk reaches eggciting climax following Riley’s departure”
About thirty brave and hardy souls turned up at the reserve
to search for any other brave and foolish creatures that
would also venture outdoors on such a dull, wet and
miserable day!
Unruffled by the weather however, Steve Peel gave a
cheerful welcome and introduction to the reserve. Those
members who had not been to the site before were
impressed to hear how much the site had been transformed
over the years.
As the tour started there were very few insects to be seen
so attention was drawn to the vegetation. Lots of teasel
about but unfortunately no goldfinches as seed had not yet
set. The marsh orchids that stood so bold and stately in
their many hundreds a few weeks before had mostly

finished flowering, but fortunately a few clumps were still
showing some colour. These were greatly admired by those
members that had not seen wild orchids before. A few
flowers however were in their prime, and added welcome
colour to the day. These included bindweed, purple
loosestrife and yellow water lily (brandy bottle).
It certainly wasn’t the weather for butterflies, but on
walking round the reserve we did manage to spot one or
two ringlets and meadow browns, and one gatekeeper.
Moths were braver and quite a few were seen as the species
list below shows.
There were a variety of insects other than Lepidoptera.
Of the ladybirds, most were sadly harlequins. There were
lots of soldier beetles Rhagonycha fulva, some hoverfly
Episyrphus baltheatus, frog hopper Cicadella viridis,
common blue damselflies and blue-tailed damselfly
Ischnura elegans. A red-legged shield bug (Forest) was
particularly friendly and took a liking to Pat Limb by
crawling onto her hand!

glass marvelled at such a fascinating sight, which made for
a memorable end to the day. Nyree’s fantastic photo shows
clearly the flying saucer shape of the egg.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Many thanks to Steve Parkes, who was unable to attend on
the day, but very kindly cleared footpaths of any bramble
and overhanging branches in preparation for our visit.
Thanks also to Steve Peel for the introduction and to Dave
Howson who kindly showed me around the site the
previous week to point out favourite haunts of the
butterflies.

Diane Morris
SPECIES LIST
Butterflies
Small white x 1
Meadow brown x 3
Ringlet x 2
Gatekeeper x 1
Moths
Common grass moth/straw grass veneer Agriphila
straminella ,
Hooked straw moth Agapeta hamana,
Yellow shell,
Mother of pearl,
Common carpet moth,
Cinnabar caterpillar on ragwort
Common green grasshopper Brunnias chorthippus
Birds
Blackbird, black-headed gull (over), bullfinch, carrion
crow, chiffchaff, common sandpiper, curlew , grey heron,
mallard, red kite, song thrush, wood pigeon, and wren.

Red-legged shield bug (DM)

After lunch, many members departed, but the stalwarts
that remained visited the Fisherman’s Lake area where we
saw several clumps of broad-leaved helleborine and marsh
and shuttlecock fern.
The weather by this time had cheered up a little so we
back-tracked to the nature reserve to see if any butterflies
had come out. Only the odd butterfly turned out but at this
point, on seeing the disappointment on a number of faces,
Paul Millard started scrutinising the elm trees. No chance of
a white–letter hairstreak showing itself in such gloomy
weather I thought, but Paul had different ideas! He wasn’t
looking for the adult butterfly, but for an egg. And, by Jove
he found one! We were all amazed at how he managed to
see it as the egg is about the size of a pin head! We all stood
in a queue to take a closer look and with the aid of an eye

)

Elephant hawk moth caterpillar, above (JS)
Adult elephant hawk moth, below (FD)

White-letter hairstreak egg (NF)
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pallens is not a
British species.
It prefers the
cold so it
In 2010 we took a week’s visit to the Zagori district in
grows only at
Northern Greece, with Greentours. We had never before
high altitudes,
heard of the place, and that made it especially enticing. It
well up to
turned out to be stupendous, with high mountains and a
5,000ft. A
wide range of completely new plants. What follows are our
common sight
encounters with some of the highlights.
was the lizard
We flew to Preveza in north-west Greece. It was near
orchid, which
where the Roman Emperor Octavian in 31BC had defeated
in the UK is
Mark Anthony and Cleopatra, and we were immediately met
limited to the
Iris sintenisii (MA)
by a good two miles of high Roman walls, which would have
Kent coast.
appealed to President Trump, especially in their name
Mike once saw a magnificent display of them in the South of
Nikopolis, which means, 'We are the Greatest!' The eight of
France, all up to four feet in height.
us piled into a vehicle and set off north, for Dodona, the
The Zagori range where we were (‘behind the
oldest oracle site in Greece (much older than Delphi). On the
mountains’), gets to twice the height of Ben Nevis. The
way we spotted Acanthus spinosus, and yellow asphodel
highest we made was not more than 5,000 ft. and that was
Asphodeline lutea among our favourites and neither of them
in our vehicle.
UK plants. The Acanthus has been the model for Greece’s
Greece is home to a third of all
Corinthian marble capitals since
Europe’s
endemic plants so there were
500BC.
many wonderful things to see Dodona was the home of Alexander
Ostrya (with the hardest of woods),
the Great’s mother, so he would have
Iris sintenisii, Clematis viticella (just
been there sometimes. We were
like ours at home but here straggling
walking in Alexander’s footsteps!
all over an entire hillside), Lythrum
There we found Italian Bugloss
atropurpureum (you probably
(Echium italicum, similar to our
wouldn’t recognise it), a local
English species that grows at Sun
butterwort Pinguicula crystallina,
Lane). There was also handsome
Morina persica (a teasel which is the
Geum molle, and a yellow trefoil we
national plant of the Khyber pass!),
Ostrya (MA)
have not been able to put a name to.
and in particular Ramonda serbica, at
Then off we went 120 miles further
4,000ft, high up a rockface with a
north towards Albania (though still in Greece) and our Hotel
sheer 1,000-foot drop beneath, but just within camera
Bourazani. There were stacks of purple emperor butterflies.
range. It welcomes drought.
The trouble with them was that just as we pressed the
Ramonda serbica is a close relative of the African violet
shutter, they always moved! That was the start of our sixSaintpaulia,
a popular house-plant a few years ago. It comes
day stay. Until the end of the Ice Age about 12,000 BCE)
from Tanzania and has a family of its own, Gesneriaceae,
there wasn't an Aegean Sea, or an English Channel. Greece
near the speedwells. In Europe it is extremely rare, but it is
and Britain were both united to Asia by dry land. So if you
also found in the high Pyrenees. It is believed to have
felt like it you could walk east all round the world with dry
survived from about 65 million years ago, but has been
feet and end up in Greenland. Plants and animals just
known only since about 1870. So that was really a find.
wandered and settled down, as they always did. They still
do, except that humans have mucked up the planet, put a lot
So, a fine holiday, but what did we make of Zagori in
of obstacles in their way, and killed many of them off.
Northern Greece? The links Greece's plants (like ours) have
with the rest of the world, especially with Central Asia! We
Beech trees tell a different story. Have you ever seen a
shouldn't have been surprised by that, but from here in
Beech seedling? Until about 8,000BC there don’t seem to
Ilkley most of the time we behave as though the world ends
have been any Beeches in the UK, because from the North
at Otley (or maybe Istanbul). Beyond that we think of
Pole down to the River Thames, the whole northern
nothing but empty space until you get to China.
hemisphere was still covered in ice. The only place that
seems to have had Beeches was — Northern Greece! Then, as
A couple of years ago Kew Gardens published State of the
the climate got warmer, the Greek Beeches took advantage
World's Plants – all that is currently known about all the
and spread over Europe north and west, but they still
world's 400,000 kinds of plants, how we use them and the
haven’t got further North than our Home Counties. Beeches
threats they face. This is now an annual baseline which will
north of that (like here in Ilkley) enable us to see trends in nature and in human influence.
do not seem to produce fertile
About one in five plants currently faces extinction, and out
beech-nuts - so they must have
of all those we protect only one in 20. Kew says this is a ‘call
all been planted by us. In
to arms'. Most of the world's plants are still not documented.
Northern Greece we saw
If you like you can download all 160 columns of Kew’s
magnificent Beeches of great
document.
height, though they are a bit
What we made of it all
slimmer than here. They grow
We brought back a fresh realisation of the importance of
at altitudes up to 5,000ft.
plants to us for materials such as wood, for medicine and for
There were orchids of many
food.
species, some of which we have
Until about a hundred years ago, without wood from
in UK, though one in particular,
trees
you couldn't build a ship, or even your house. Even
Pale-flowered
Orchid
Orchis
Ophrys scolopax (MA)
now your roof is probably held up by timber. Then there are

‘WHAT HAVE THE PLANTS EVER DONE
FOR US?’ (Monty Python).
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cotton, wool, rubber,
hemp, straw, paper and so
on. How did Henry V win
the battle of Agincourt?
With longbows made from
wood from British yew
trees! They shot further
than the French arrows
could.
In the developed world
at least a quarter of all our
medical prescriptions
contain materials that we
have found in plants. Many
more medicines have still
Dactylorhiza saccifera (MA)
to be developed from plant
materials – fewer than a quarter of all plant species have
been investigated for compounds useful for medicine. Fungi
also provide extraordinarily powerful medicines that are
already revolutionising our health. Yew trees suffered
centuries of neglect after gunpowder was invented, but they
have recently become recognised as the source for a leading
anti-cancer drug!
Without plants where would we, and all the other
animals on our planet, be? Breakfast cereals, fruit, bread and
tea and coffee are all produced by plants, as are the cotton
and silk we wear. Plants also feed all the animals for us to
eat. So the basis of every food chain, yours, the animals’ or
ours, is a plant.
Behind and beneath all we have said is something still
more basic – the air we breathe! This all comes from plants
actively
converting
the carbon
dioxide and
the water
(that
naturally
surround
them) into
sugars and
starch
(which they
Geraniun subcaulescens (MA)
need to
grow), and
also oxygen - which they don’t need, so it goes up into the
air and gets passed on to us! Plants are where we get our
‘breath of life’. Without oxygen, and the plants from which
our air comes, we would all die in ten minutes flat, as
unfortunately sometimes happens in tunnels and coalmines.
To end, we’ll quote David Attenborough (1995): 'No
plants – no food – no life on earth'.
Plants are not just pretty. They are basic, vital to all of us,
and utterly irreplaceable! Best wishes!

Mike and Dorothy Atkinson
AN ENDANGERED PENGUIN SOUNDS A WARNING
FOR OUR OWN SEABIRDS
On a wildlife tour of New Zealand in late 2016 we
encountered three species of penguin, surely the most
charming of birds with their upright stance and black and
white tail-coated appearance. Although not related, they are
superficially similar to the guillemots, razorbills and puffins
we see around our coasts although the penguins, like our

own flightless seabird the now extinct great auk, have taken
a step further along the evolutionary road by converting
wings into flippers used exclusively for swimming.
All three New Zealand penguins, little blue, Fiordland
crested and yellow-eyed, are in decline, victims on the main
North and South Islands of rats, roaming domestic dogs and
introduced predators such as stoats.
The areas where penguins have continued to thrive have
been on small offshore islands where conservationists have
eradicated introduced predators to allow native wildlife to
flourish. However, in the case of the yellow-eyed penguins,
even this enlightened policy is proving insufficient and,
according to recent press reports, it is now the world’s most
endangered penguin with numbers reduced from 7000 to
less than 2000 in the last twenty years.
We were fortunate to visit a small surviving colony on the
cliffs of South Island where we watched several yellow-eyed
penguins coming
ashore and where
one posed just below
us. However, a little
to the south on the
Otago Peninsula an
observatory at a
famous colony has
been forced to close
as no penguins
remain.
On a sea trip
along the coast of
Stewart Island, a
large island below
South Island, we saw
just a single
individual on the
cliffs and our guide
Yellow-eyed penguin (DO)
said that not a single
chick had been raised on Stewart the previous year. On the
much smaller predator-free Codfish Island, just west of
Stewart Island, half the breeding population had vanished
with only 14 nests this year compared to 24 the previous
year.
The reasons for the decline have been attributed to a
disease of unknown origin perhaps related to pollution,
rising ocean temperature (still being studied), overfishing of
the inshore waters where the penguins do most of their
hunting leading to starvation and penguins being trapped
and drowned in fishing nets within their foraging grounds.
Watchers of Blue Planet II will recall David Attenborough
drawing attention to this last as a problem for many marine
creatures with animals as big and powerful as orcas being
trapped in nets, this only one of the ways in which he
described the oceans being abused, poisoned and
overexploited.
Britain, with some of the most spectacular seabird
colonies in the northern hemisphere would do well to heed
this warning from a seabird at the other end of the globe in
danger of extinction. Numbers of puffins, guillemots and
razorbills, our equivalents of the penguins, are shrinking as
warming seas cause catastrophic falls in the populations of
their main prey species such as sand eels. Overfishing and
trapping in nets under a possible future relaxation of fishery
regulations could be the last nail in the coffin for many of
our most iconic species.

Denis O’Connor
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THE OWLS’ NESTBOX

LOOK OUT FOR MR TOAD

The next door neighbours are keen bird watchers and went
to a lot of trouble setting up an owl nestbox, high in a big
beech tree. As our bedroom, and bed, face it we were
assigned the job of watching for progress and events.
There was quite a lot of activity round it at dusk and at
night, and we heard both male and female owls calling.
However after a few evenings of very noisy comings and
goings involving numerous birds we realised a pair of
jackdaws had commandeered it and moved in. Things
quietened down but then one night recently I spotted an owl
sitting next to it.
Nudging my sleeping husband I pointed this out and
added, ‘I wonder what he is doing here?’
There was a pause before a muttered reply of, ‘I expect he
has called to collect the rent‘.
It could be that he was right and they paid up, because as
the very high winds kicked in, several jackdaws were seen
making their way to the now deserted nest, clambering in
and staying put for long periods, certainly as long as we
were watching.

Pam Braithwaite

DESTRUCTION OF A MENSTON HEDGEROW
They’ve done their worst,
Gone home to tea,
Destroyed a hedge
For all to see

If you drive at midnight
On the High Royds – Menston
road
Keep your eyes wide open
And watch for MR TOAD!
He’s crossing to his pond
And he doesn’t know you’re there
So please DO NOT drive over him
Or toss him in the air!

MOOR SONG
Purple-splashed moor,
stretches into the distance
and meets the sky.
Cradled in birdsong:
warbling curlews, staccato grouse,
wistful golden plover's call
Rocked by fresh breezes,
lapped by waves of swaying larch.
Home to countless sheep,
treading unerring paths
through bilberry and heather
to your hidden streams

No more the owl shall hoot at night,
The hedgehog snuffle in the leaves,
The ivy flower for the bees.
The robin has no home nor hope,
The hazel shredded into dust

Linda Lee

Shame on you planners, it was yours to save,
You care not what the saw destroys,
We heard all day the evil sound,
Now all we see is emptiness and void
Sarah Ward

Elegy to a treasured hedgerow felled for housing
development, thus destroying the wild life corridor.

Around 70% of the world's heather moorland is in the UK
and the largest continuous expanse of moorland in England
and Wales is here in North Yorkshire. — North York Moors
National Park
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DRAGONFLY AND DAMSELFLY REPORT

Banded demoiselle (RL)

LARGE RED DAMSELFLY Pyrrhosoma nymphula
Recorded between 1st May and 17th July at Lindley, Otley,
Otley Wetlands (OWNR), Timble and Burley.
Largest count 23rd May Timble. 50
BLUE TAILED DAMSELFLY Ischnura elegans
Recorded between 18th May and 17th July at OWNR only.
Largest count 28th May OWNR. Common
AZURE DAMSELFLY Coenagrion puella
Recorded between 26th May and 17th July at Timble.
Otley, OWNR and Burley.
BLACK TAILED SKIMMER Orthetrum cancellatum
Largest counts 14th June Timble numerous and 26th May
No records this year.
Otley. 20
GOLDEN RINGED DRAGONFLY Cordulegaster boltonii
COMMON BLUE DAMSELFLY Enallagma cyathigerum
Recorded between 9th June and 28th August at Timble,
Recorded between 10th May and 21st August at Castley,
Dob Park and Stainburn Forest.
OWNR and Otley.
Largest count 1st July Timble. 9.
Largest count 13th June OWNR. 100’s
EMPEROR DRAGONFLY Anax imperator
EMERALD DAMSELFLY Lestes sponsa
Recorded only at Timble 17th July Timble 1.
Recorded between 25th May and 21st August at Timble,
Castley, OWNR and Gallows Hill.
FOUR SPOTTED CHASER Libellula quadrimaculata
Largest count 17th July Timble. 30.
Recorded between 28th May and 26th June at Timble and
OWNR.
BANDED DEMOISELLE Calopterix splendens
Largest count 28th May OWNR. Common.
Recorded between 22nd May and 5th August at OWNR,
Otley, Gallows Hill, Pool and Rougemont.
BROAD BODIED CHASER Libellula depressa
Largest count 12th June Pool. 40+.
Recorded between 26th May and 9th July at Timble, Otley
and Burley.
BROWN HAWKER Aeshna grandis
All records of singles only.
Recorded between 26th June and 25th August at Lindley,
Timble, Castley, OWNR and Otley.
Again not a good dragonfly year in our recording area.
Largest count 17th July OWNR. 17.
Of the species with no records or only one individual
reported the following is relevant:
COMMON HAWKER Aeshna juncea
Migrant Hawker Vegetation choking the area at OWNR
Recorded only at Timble 21st August. Numerous.
where breeding took place, and exuvia could be found, may
SOUTHERN HAWKER Aeshna cyanea
be responsible for no record this year, or infrequent visits by
Recorded between 26th June and 24th September at Dob
those of us who report sightings. The population here a few
Park, Stainburn Forest, OWNR, Burley and Sun Lane.
years ago was quite good, so perhaps we should remain
hopeful for 2018.
Largest Count 17th July OWNR. 3.
Emperor One sighting only is
MIGRANT HAWKER
disappointing, but we have never
Aeshna mixta
had many. One to look out for next
No record this year.
year.
COMMON DARTER
Ruddy Darter and Black Tailed
Sympetrum striolatum
Skimmer We have only had odd
Recorded between 8th
records for the last few years and
July and 27th October
none this year. Realistic prospects
at OWNR, Otley,
for these species in our area are
Weeton and Burley.
bleak and unfortunately for most
species we are in the midst of a
Largest count 16th
downturn compared with 5 to 10
August OWNR. 37.
years ago.
BLACK DARTER
Records received from:
Sympetrum danae
D & J Alred, P & S Bancroft, J & M
Recorded 17th July and
Clerk, N & D Fearnley, R Guppy, G
21st August at Timble
Southern Hawker (NF)
Haycock, C Hobson, P & K Limb, D
only
O’Connor, P Purvis, A & P Riley
Largest count 21st
and E Scarfe.
August Timble. Numerous.
RUDDY DARTER Sympetrum sanguineum
David Alred
No records this year.
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LADYBIRDS

Anne Riley

Our native ladybirds (or at least their reported sightings)
continue to decline at an alarming rate here in Wharfedale.
A study published in 2017 looking at changes in ladybird
communities at 4 sites in East Anglia over an 11 year period
(2006 – 2016) showed a decline in the proportion of native
species from 99.8% of the total in 2006 to 31% in 2016.
2-spots were the worst affected, particularly on the lime tree
sites studied (deciduous trees are a preferred habitat for this
species and for Harlequins). Harlequins eat 2-spots and are
undoubtedly responsible in large measure for their decline.
The study did not demonstrate a significant effect of
Harlequins on the other native species. In 2017 I received
just one record of a single 2-spot ladybird – 10 years ago it
was the second most abundant ladybird in our area (after
the 7-spot) and in fact in 2009 it was the most recorded.
7-spot is the only native species which seems to be doing
reasonably well.
7-SPOT LADYBIRD Coccinella 7-punctata
23 records of around 100 insects.
The first 7-spot of the year was seen on red valerian outside
our conservatory door on 31st March. The same ladybird
₍probably₎ was still there on 5th April. Paul Purvis (PP) found
one on a dead twig by the river at Castley on 23rd April. The

7-spot ladybird on red valerian (AR)

next sightings weren’t until June – one at OWNR on 13th
(PP) and one in Woodhill garden on the 25th. July was the
best month with 10 records – 22 on nettles and thistles by
the pathside at Gallows Hill on the 2nd, along with at least
12 pupae; two on bracken along the footpath from Farnley to
Leathley on the 8th; just three back at Gallows Hill on the
9th where the vegetation had been cut (PP). I found just one
at BRGP on the 13th, and one in Woodhill garden on the
16th. My personal best count was 12 at OWNR scattered
around the reserve on the 17th. PP found four on the
stockyard at OWNR the next day. There was one in Woodhill
garden on the 22nd, and PP found seven on creeping thistle
at Weston Park on the 23rd. Mike and Joyce Clerk reported
around 10 at Low Ox near Kilnsey on the 24th.There were
four records in August – two back at OWNR on the stockyard
on the 7th, one in Paul’s Otley garden on the 13th, two at
OWNR on the 16th and seven on bracken along the footpath
from Farnley to Leathley on the 25th (PP). There was one
record in September from Diane Morris who had two in her
Addingham garden and just one in October on the 15th when
Peter Riley (PR) found one in Woodhill front garden. The last
record was on ₉th November of one on a twig on the ground
above Lindley Wood Reservoir (PP).
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EYED LADYBIRD Anatis ocellata
No records
CREAM SPOT LADYBIRD Calvia 14-guttata
Two records from PP on the same day (23rd April) – the
first on an elder leaf along the footpath from Farnley to
Leathley, and the second on washing in his Otley garden.
2-SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 2-punctata
A single record on 4th May from PP’s garden. I searched
throughout the season at Woodhill, but found none.
ADONIS LADYBIRD Hippodamia variegata
No records.
10-SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 10-punctata
One record from the Farnley – Leathley footpath on 23rd
April – the same day as the cream spot (PP).
14-SPOT LADYBIRD Propylea 14-punctata
I managed to find one at Woodhill on 25th June.
22-SPOT LADYBIRD Psyllobora 22-punctata
No records.
ORANGE LADYBIRD Halyzia 16-guttata
One at OWNR on 17th July (AR), one on a bridge in
Middleton Woods on the Fungus Foray, 14th October, and
PP found one under the roof of his garden shelter on 9th
December. By far the best record came from Ken and Pat
Limb – they reported around 30 from Bolton Abbey on 9th
October.
LARCH LADYBIRD Aphidecta obliterata
No records.
PINE LADYBIRD Exochomus 4-pustulatus
No records this year.
HARLEQUIN LADYBIRD Harmonia axyridis
60 records of over 300 insects;
87% f. succinea, 11% f.
spectabilis, 2% f. conspicua
Once again the most reported
ladybird, way outnumbering all
the native ladybirds put together.
Paul Purvis submitted most
records; Audrey Gramshaw tried
Mating harlequins (AR)
valiantly to bring me a specimen
that wasn’t a ‘baddie’, but despite small size or unusual
pattern, they all were! Paul had records in every month of
the year starting on 5th January from his garden, then
around Otley, Gallows Hill, Otley Wetland, Weston, Farnley
to Leathley, Ilkley (Old Bridge), and many from his garden
and house throughout, culminating with an aggregation of
more that 60 on 17th December around a north facing
window frame. Mating pairs were seen from April and
larvae/pupae from June right through September – this
species has a long breeding season.
My first Harlequin record at Woodhill wasn’t until 12th
March, three on the outside of the lounge window frame.
Throughout March they turned up inside and outside the
house, one inside a shirt I was ironing! My first newly
emerged Harlequins appeared on 17th July and my last
record was 15th October. I also found Harlequins at Otley
Wetland and on Burley Moor. In short, Harlequins are
widespread and numerous in our area.
Thanks to everyone who submitted records, and
apologies to anyone not mentioned in the text. Special
thanks again to Paul Purvis for his meticulous recording.

WHARFEDALE WEATHER SUMMARY 2017

Monthly Rainfall mm
109.00

Rainfall
� Total rainfall for the year was 776 mm, which
compares with the base line average, since 1926,
of 931mm. So it is well below average.
� To add some context: for this century the
highest rainfall was in 2002 at 1283mm & the
lowest was in 2013 at748mm & the average is
950mm
� The lowest ever since 1926 was recorded in 1964
at 605mm & the highest was 2002 as above
� The highest rainfall month was September, at
109mm, but the highest daily rainfall, 25 mm,
was recorded on 22 October. The 2nd highest,
22mm was recorded on 20 October. These 2
days accounted for almost 50% of the rainfall in
that month
Temperature
� The monthly average temperatures formed an
almost normal distribution curve; gently
ascending from January to its zenith in July
before gently falling back to December.
� The average daily temperature was 9.83°C
compared to the average since 1936 of 9.00°C &
9.70°C for this century

98.00

98.00
84.00

72.00

66.00
54.00

47.00

48.00

47.00

35.00
18.00

�

�

�
�

The coolest year was 1986 at an average of 7.1°C
& the warmest was in 2004 & 2007 at 10.4°C;
the only year above 10°C outside this century
was 1959 at 10.1°C
There were more recordings of sub-zero
temperatures, than we have been used to in
recent years & also these were recorded in 6
separate months, but there was no sustained
cold spell with a maximum of 3 days of sub-zero
minimum temperatures
The lowest recorded temperature was –4°C
which occurred in January & December
The highest temperature recorded was 30°C on
20 May

Peter & Sheila Bancroft
Monthly Max & Min Temperature
Temperature Highest

Average Monthly Temperature
15.42 16.16 15.42

Temperature Lowest

12.40
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9
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-4

8
-3

-1

2

4

11.19

8.70
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5.30

14

11

-3

7.61
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7
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10
3
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SUMMARY
Average

Daily
Rain

Temperature °C

Temperature °C

Max

Min

Avg

mm

Highest

Lowest

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

5.61
7.46
11.06
14.07
17.19
19.1
21.32
20.39
17.13
13.94
8.73
5.52

1.03
3.14
4.16
3.33
7.61
11.73
11
10.45
8.57
8.45
3.1
1.74

3.32
5.3
7.61
8.7
12.4
15.42
16.16
15.42
12.85
11.19
5.92
3.63

1.13
2.36
2.71
0.6
1.52
3.27
1.74
1.55
3.63
3.16
1.57
2.32

9
11
17
21
27
30
27
25
22
18
14
10

-4
-3
-3
-1
2
4
8
7
3
-2
-3
-4

Average
Total rainfall
Avge Daily Temp

13.46

6.19

2.13
9.83
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Total
Rain
Daily
Max
10
15
15
7
9
18
8
17
15
25
10
10

Monthly
mm
35
66
84
18
47
98
54
48
109
98
47
72
64.67
776

VISIT TO THE SEFTON COAST, 13 - 15 JUNE
In mid-June five WNS members met up at the Ainsdale
Discovery Centre, Southport, ready to start our visit. The sky
was blue, and the larks were singing. Our leaders, Patricia
Lockwood and Dr Phil Smith were waiting for us. They both
know the area really well, and Phil reckons that he visits
some part of it on most days.

Bog Pimpernel (NV)

The Sefton Coast is an amazing part of the country. Much
of it is of national importance for wildlife, and is a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), with several parts of the
coast being designated as nature reserves. The dune coast
extends for over 21 km, from Liverpool to Southport. It has a
fascinating history of the interaction of the forces of the sea
with human activities, and the present-day coastline is a
result of their combined effects.
Our aim for the first afternoon was to look at the Green
Beach at Birkdale. This is part of the Ainsdale Sand Dunes
NNR, which was established in 1965, to protect the finest
example of lime-rich sand dunes on the north-west coast.
Phil & Patricia led us down on to the wide beach of fine firm
sand, where an area for car-parking is marked out for
families & fishermen to use. We soon reached the Green
Beach, which is about 4km / 3 miles long. Its formation
began in 1986; it is above the true shore line, and is the result
of the rapid accretion of sand and other material. The newest
part of it is 2 years old, and shows how the process begins
with Common Saltmarsh-grass. This, as it name says, is
really a marsh-grass, and is not a normal primary coloniser
for sand dune development. It traps wind-blown sand and
long-shore drift material, so that little hummocks form.
These are able to persist through the winter storms, without
getting washed away. The energy of the waves is reduced by
friction with the beach sand, leading to deposition. This
accretion is at the expense of dunes at Formby, which are
being eroded. (At this point, I needed some re-orienting,
because I am used to East Coast beaches, where the sea
currents that move clockwise round the British Isles, cause
movement of materials from north to south, whereas here on
the West Coast, movement is, of course, from south to
north.)
Car parking used to be allowed freely on the beach, but it
was realised that the sand was getting churned up, and since
1993, parking has been stopped on the Green Beach area. It
has been reckoned that, as a result, over 60 hectares of land
have formed since 1986. In 2008, the formation of a new
ridge-&-slack occurred, with freshwater gathering in the
slack, so that the water was brackish. This area now has 150
plant species recorded, including Grey Club-rush and Alder.
In a wet winter, this slack can now hold up to 1 m depth of
water, which is getting gradually less salty. Eventually, the
salt marsh species will disappear, and swamp species will
move in. New species are being recorded all the time. So far
in 2017 (June) 11 species have been added e.g. Gypsywort,
Celery-leaved Crowfoot and Sea Arrow-grass. Parsley Water46

dropwort and the uncommon Small-fruited Yellow-sedge are
recent additions, too.
A mosaic of plants then develops, such as Brookweed and
Kidney Vetch. Eventually, a series of dune ridges & slacks
develops, the newer greener ones with more diverse
vegetation than the older ones. On reaching these, we found
Sea Spurge, also Early and Southern Marsh-orchids. Older
dunes are less colourful. At the back of these is a line of
woodland, mainly Alders, which began in 1997 and are now
around 4–5m in height. This area of wet coastal woodland is
unique, no other being known!
The Natterjack Toad, a rare amphibian special to this
coast, breeds here, and 270 strings of spawn were counted
earlier this year. However, after a dry spring it is not doing
well, and is in general decline, possibly as a result of several
dry years. Our walk took us back to our cars, with much to
think about and remember.
On Wednesday, we were joined by another local natural
history expert, Peter Gateley, and set off on the Sands Lake
Nature Trail. First, we looked at the various small and
unfamiliar species in the short sandy turf. There was a little
clover, Knotted Clover, with striped sepals, and another with
few flowers per head, Slender Trefoil, and a third, covered
with down, Rough Clover, also Sand Cat's-tail, a little grass,
and a vetch with really tiny bright purple flowers, Spring
Vetch. The local brambles were mostly Dewberry, which has
showy white flowers. Our walk then took us through an area
of freshwater, bordered by trees, mainly Grey Willows and
Alders. At the water's edge were Yellow Flag, Water Mint and
Branched Bur-reed. Someone spotted a surprisingly colourful
head sticking out of the water - a Red-eared Terrapin!
Presumably it had been an unwanted pet released here.
Walking on, we found Water-cress, Redshank, Bittersweet
and Bogbean, then we emerged onto mature sand dunes.
First there was Sticky Stork's-bill, which is covered in
glandular hairs to which the sand grains stick, then Biting
Stonecrop in dense yellow mats, Yellow-wort and Heath Dogviolet. The violet was not in flower, but had longer, more
triangular leaves than our familiar Common Dog-violet.
Garden Asparagus was fruiting nicely a little further on,
far too old to be edible, but with bell-like flowers showing
why it is in the Lily family. Another throw-out was a patch of
bright pink Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea. Turning back now,
we came into a dune
slack with a pond, at the
side of which were lovely
patches of Marsh
Helleborines, well into
flower. Nearby was the
bright blue of Tufted
Forget-me-not, and
purple splashes from
Common Milkwort and a
big clump of Harebells
provided another patch of
blue (we could hear Joyce
Hartley's voice saying
"It's a sign of autumn
coming", but did not
listen!) The special dune
form of the lovely GrassEverlasting Pea (NV)
of-Parnassus, a short,
compact form, but with the same beautiful white flowers,
was not really due to flower yet, but we managed to find one
or two early ones, also two species of Centaury, which Peter
pointed out to us. Both have pretty pink flowers, but the
stem-leaves of Seaside Centaury are parallel-sided, whereas
those of Common Centaury are oval.

On our last morning, we met Phil and Patricia again, this
time in Formby, and set off down a lane bordered by some
old Black Poplars. Phil told us that they belong to a
subspecies rare in Britain, with only 650 individuals known.
Of these, over 60 grow here, all male trees. They were
planted in the late nineteenth century, and have distorted
trunks and branches.
Ahead of them was an old field which had originally been
part of the asparagus industry, now no longer profitable
here, so that it is left as waste. Asparagus grows well on what
were originally old mature dunes, but few other crops can
cope with such a poor soil. Conifers, mainly Corsican Pines,
were planted here in the 1930s, the intention being to harvest
them after 40 years' growth, but it was not profitable by
then, so they have been left.
Originally all the dunes were owned by two manorial
families. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries they
were maintained as rabbit warrens for fur and food. Before
the Second World War, hundreds of thousands of tons of
sand were extracted from the high dunes (at 6d a ton!) to be
used for iron-casting. This was before the 1947 Town and
Country Planning Act, and it resulted in the weakening of the
dune belt.
In 1941 a German bomb was dropped here, making a large
crater. The effects of sea winds over the years that followed
has resulted in one of the largest dune ‘blow-outs’ in Europe.
The blow-out went deeper and deeper until the water table
was reached. It is now 10 m down, and usually has standing
water, unless there has been a dry spell . Since then,
enrichment of the ground has occurred by the deposition
from the air of nitrogenous compounds (at a rate of 15kg per
hectare per year). The blow-out should have a low nutrient
status, but has become favourable for the growth of ranker
species, such as False Oat-grass.

Fragrant Orchid (NV)
Natterjack Toads also
breed here but things
have not been good
this year, as mentioned
earlier, and there is no
standing water now.
20% of the plant
species recorded here
are notable, either
regionally or
nationally, and the
rare Northern Dune
Tiger Beetle can also
be found here (but
sadly, not by us). After
clambering out of the
Devil's Hole, we
walked back to our
cars, stopping to
admire a few more
little dune annuals on
the way.
We had packed a lot
into our 3-day visit to
an area so different
from our home patch,
yet not really so far away. We had not only seen a huge range
of fascinating plants, but Phil, Patricia and Peter had been
very generous with their time and explanations, Phil with his
amazing knowledge, Patricia in making all the arrangements,
and Peter, who imparted his knowledge in a fun way that we
won't forget! We were in awe of their collective skills, not
only knowing the plants, but also the insects that we saw,
and the history and geography of this region. My only regret
is that only 5 people from WNS came on the visit.

Nicky Vernon
Further Reading: ‘Sands of Time revisited’ by
Dr. Phil Smith - a really interesting read.

Fritillaries (DO)

Devil’s Hole (NV)

There were no signs of vegetation in this blow-out, named
locally as the Devil's Hole, until 2003. Phil started recording
in 2004, and has since kept an excellent record. 160 species
of vascular plants have now been recorded. The oldest
vegetation is willows, mainly Creeping Willow, but Phil has
also found 4 hybrids, one of which is rare, and another
extremely rare (of the 38 plants known, 34 are in the Devil's
Hole). One hybrid is awaiting verification and naming.
If you walk to the edge of the vegetation, you see that the
pioneer species are Creeping Bent-grass and Jointed Rush,
followed by Knotted Pearlwort and Sea Mouse-ear, then
gradually other species, many typical of dune slacks, join in.
In recent years, Marsh Helleborines have flowered in
hundreds, and Grass-of-Parnassus in tens of thousands!
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How good is your identification?
We can tell a dog from a cat, a lion from a tiger. We do this without consciously detailing the differences that tell them apart. Much
of the time a naturalist will recognise the species that interest them in the same way. A bird enthusiast will put a name instantly to
most British ducks. Similarly a butterfly enthusiast will name most British butterfly species. Sometimes, though, a particular
characteristic may be useful for confirmation, such as antenna colour in skippers.
Of course, there are some groups where species are difficult to identify, and scientists may need laboratory work and
microscopes to do so, but British vertebrates can usually be distinguished relatively easily.
Warblers, though, are often elusive and difficult to see, but many have distinctive calls and songs that enable an ornithologist to
detect their presence. What if you do not hear them, though, and you see an individual of one of a pair of species that are very
similar in appearance. How do you tell them apart?
This was the problem with a photo sent in for the Review by Ros Lilley. An awkward editor asked for an identification, and the
photographer admitted she was not absolutely sure - she suspected young chiffchaff, but could not definitively rule out willow
warbler. Cue for sending the photo to bird recorder Richard Fuller to see what he could come up with. The result of his careful
observations (aided by the Helm Guide to Bird Identification) are detailed below.

4

3
5

2
6

1

The photo was taken on 19th October. No song or calls were heard and none of the persistent tail flicking characteristic of chiffchaff
was observed.
1 The feet look dark - chiffchaff? Willow warblers’ legs and feet tend to be pale
2 Bird ‘podgy’ and slightly scruffy - chiffchaff? Willow warbler sleeker (but, this is probably a juvenile)
3 Distinctly grey head. Characteristic of juvenile chiffchaff.
4 Supercilium not highly demarcated - chiffchaff? Willow warbler has clear supercilium.
5 Eye ring stands out against darker cheek - chiffchaff? Eye ring less prominent in willow warbler.
6 The plumage is streaked yellow below - chiffchaff? Willow warblers’ plumage more generally suffused yellow.
Verdict: On the basis of these characteristics, and the late October date, this is probably a juvenile chiffchaff.
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Frog (JS)
Barn owl, Kex Gill, on route of proposed A59 (KS)

Little ringed plover (KS)

Juvenile cuckoo (KS)

Black-tailed godwit, Kex Gill (KS)
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Stonechat & young (KS)

Siskin (KS)

Bullfinch (DO)

Green woodpecker (KS)

Comb-footed spider Enoplognatha sp. (IW)
Red-legged partridge (KS)

Sand martin chicks killed by flood (KS)

Hen pheasant (JS)
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Young red deer (JS)

Young roe deer (KS)

Song thrush (CA)

Scotch argus (KS)

Tapinella atromentosa (AG)

Holly Blue (DO)
Toad at the
Lower Tarn (LL)

Smooth newt (JS)
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Great spotted woodpecker (KS)

Green sandpiper (RL)

Pair of wheatears, Trollers Gill (KS)

Broadleaved helleborine (DM)
Female kestrel, taken by camera ‘trap’ (PM)

Wild tulip (CH)
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end of April, and 4 were present on 10th May. On 26th June
and 2nd July two adults on the small island in the Fishing
Lake were seen with at least one, probably 2 young (PP, JF).
Later sightings on 5th and 17th July were of 4 presumed
adults, and the final sighting for the year was of 2 on 20th
July.
BLACK-HEADED GULL Chroicocephalus ridibundus (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population may be declining after big increase in recent
decades.
After a small dip since 2010 the number of sites where this
gull has been recorded in our area has slowly risen during
the last few years. Three quarters of sightings came this year
from the southern part of our region, but the species
remained widespread in all
areas. Large numbers were
noted in April at the breeding
area around Upper Barden,
but not counted. The highest
counts came in February,
with a roost count of 2,500 at
Grimwith (GL*), and in
excess of 4,000 (birds
continuing to arrive) at the
roost of small gulls at
Swinsty (AJ). In late
November, 1,000 birds, with
many more arriving, were at
Swinsty and 500 were at Grimwith in early December. In
excess of 200 were counted in January and February at Otley
Wetland (250), Scargill (300) and Menston, and 220 were at
Mossy Moor in July. The peak Knotford area counts were
100 in January and 120 in November. Lindley held 150 plus
in February and August. 150 in late October was the Otley
Wetland last quarter peak count. 6 were recorded taking
food in an Ilkley garden, and the species also fed on bread in
an Addingham garden.
COMMON GULL Larus canus
049 Sightings/26 Sites
Common passage/winter visitor: small number of breeding
records.
The UK is host to large numbers of continental common
gulls in winter, and the species was widely found across our
area in the early months of the year, and from late August
onwards. As during the previous two years, Grimwith held a
substantial roost of the species, with an estimate of 6,500
birds present on 7th February (GL*). At Swinsty a mixed
small gulls roost of at least 4,000 was reported on 15th
February (AJ). Other larger counts were 92 at Lea Green in
January, 200 at Askwith and 100 at Clifton in March. On
22nd August a few appeared at Grimwith, and by late
September 150 were at Arncliffe Cote. Over 90 were at
Hawkswick in October. On 2nd December a Grimwith roost
of 4,500 small gulls was estimated to contain around 3,000
common gulls (GL*). 200 were at Scargill in mid December,
and the Otley Wetland maximum at the end of the year, as at
the beginning, was 50.
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus
069 Sightings/39 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: probably
declining due to control at breeding sites.
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For the last three years including 2017 the overall pattern of
sightings and locations for this species has remained quite
static, with a 50% split between records in the north and
south parts of our area. Records were received across much
of the area, where it breeds on local upland areas, when not
disturbed by gamekeepers concerned by their propensity to
eat anything that moves. In July a cull of breeding lesser
black-backs on a grouse moor in the Bowland area aroused
some media interest and debate.The species in our area was
well represented around Grassington and Grimwith, and
reported to a lesser extent from Littondale, the Bolton Abbey
Estate and the Washburn. No sightings came from further
north than Starbotton, or from south of Pool, a count of 32
at Sandwith Moor in August (AJK) was the maximum in the
south, where sightings were often of 1or 2 flying over. In the
north of the area flocks were generally comparable in
numbers to 2016, but with the odd exception. A roost of 33
was again at Grimwith in February, but a notable 115, adults
and immatures, were in fields at Linton on 13th May (PP),
with 82 there on 25th May (JF). On 26th June, 15 immatures
were seen mobbing a crow near Hawkswick. At the quarry
near Linton 40 nests were counted on 26th June, some with
chicks (GL*). On 15th July a group of 29 adults and juveniles
was at Grimwith, with 30 reported on Mossy Moor the
following day. 25 were again at Grimwith on 2nd December.
HERRING GULL Larus argentatus
015 Sightings/09 Sites
Uncommon visitor, has bred
Reports of this species fell back somewhat after a higher
total than usual in 2016. One was near Otley on 4th January.
The winter roost at Grimwith totalled 8 in February (GL*).
Singles were at Swinsty and Otley Wetland in late winter,
but Otley Wetland held 6 on 23rd February (PP). 2 were at
Linton Bottoms in March, and a nest with 1 young was found
in the quarry there on 26th June (GL*). In the first quarter
of the year 1 or 2 were also seen in the Threshfield area and
at Scargill. The only record received after June, and indeed
the largest group of the year, was 11 at Scargill on 22nd
December (AJ).
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
This gull was a very scarce bird in our area in 2017. The only
sightings were of 4 at Grimwith on 16th January, with 2
there again on 7th February (GL*).
FERAL PIGEON Columba livia (C)
Common resident breeder: population probably stable.
Records of this rather under recorded species this year
followed the usual pattern, and it was equally likely to be
seen in a suburban garden, a town centre, an isolated farm
or a sheep field. It was reported from Ilkley Moor and
Hawksworth moor. Three quarters of sightings came from
the south of our area, with 35 at Otley again the largest
count, though perhaps an under-estimate. There were 21 at
Appletreewick and 14 at John O’Gaunts in April, with only a
handful being reported from Kettlewell this year. Again 20
were in a Menston garden, but only in January, and it was
reported from two Ilkley gardens, with 19 in June the
maximum in one of these.

STOCK DOVE Columba oenas
041 Sightings/25 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This species could be under-recorded, but remains well
distributed though the area. The most northerly sighting this
year was from Cray, with several reports from Littondale,
but absent this year from Grimwith. It was reported down
the valley to Weeton, and with several sightings from the
(mainly) southern Washburn and from the Bolton Abbey
Estate, including Barden Moor. Numbers seen together were
mostly of up to 4 birds, with 5 near Otley and a tight group
of 5 at Arncliffe both in October. 4 was the maximum at
Otley Wetland. Garden records, mostly of 2 birds, came from
two gardens in Otley and one in Addingham, but another
Otley garden saw 4 regularly from March to June. No
breeding reports were received.
WOODPIGEON Columba palumbus (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Sightings of this widespread species remained at a typical
level, with three quarters of records coming again from the
south, and no really significant counts in the north of our
area, a few dozen being the most. In April there were 80 on
the Chevin, and a peak of 57 for Otley Wetland. As usual, the
woodpigeon was the most numerous species counted on
BTO Breeding Bird Surveys at Farnley and on the Chevin,
closely followed by the jackdaw. Up to 500 were on an
arable field at Weeton in July, and in excess of 4,000 were in
flight at Timble Ings on 27th October (JM), by far the largest
count in our area. In gardens, mostly reported from the
south, numbers were quite consistent through the year, but
low, with 6 the maximum from Otley in February.

reported around Buckden and Hubberholme, and it was also
heard at Hebden, all these after mid May. The first reports in
our area came late, at Barden Moor on 28th April (SR**),
and Burley Moor on 29th April (AJ), the delayed arrival
possibly due to weather fronts and north winds which
disrupted migration, or perhaps arrivals were just not
calling. On 2nd May reports came from Norwood Edge and
Ilkley, with 3 at Round Hill on 6th May. After the second
week of May there were further reports involving more than
one bird, with 3 at Thruscross, 3 reported in the Strid
Woods area, and at least 2 around White Wells. In late May,
4 or 5 were around in the west side of the Washburn,
including Timble (PBR). In mid June reports came of 2 on
Ilkley Moor and 3 at Barden View Point. Single birds were
heard from mid May at Leathley, Farnley, Denton Moor,
Scargill and Sandwith Moor, the Chevin, Draughton Heights
and Addingham Moorside. The overall picture for the year
seems that the cuckoo had returned to most locations in the
south where it has been recorded in recent years, though it
sometimes seemed that they took a long time to call. The
Chevin bird was heard to call just once on 18th May, and
then just 3 times a couple of days later (F&CH). The
Washburn in particular provided the main optimism for the
year, with Grassington and other northern areas, apart from
north of Buckden, disappointing. No breeding was
confirmed, and no records were received after an early last
date of one bird at Hubberholme on June 21st.
BARN OWL Tyto alba
036 Sightings/25 Sites
Increasing breeding resident
BirdTrack data of reports for this species in 2017 shows a
mixed picture nationally, with fewer records in the early
months than in 2016, but larger numbers of sightings in May
and June. In our area it remained a species predominately of
southern parts, though was
reported from Skyreholme,
Grass Wood and Grimwith.
Half of all sightings came
from the Washburn where it
was widely recorded in
addition to nesting reports
received. Colin Harrison
reported on 3 broods in the
Washburn which produced 13
young, compared with no
young raised here in 2016. Pete Roe reported from nests and
boxes from the Washburn, Otley, Burley, Clifton and Denton,
where a total of 14 nests produced 47 young. The 2016
equivalent was just 7 nests though the ‘productivity rate’ of
2.6 young per nest was identical. 2015 productivity was
noticeably lower. In 2017 breeding pairs at Sandwith Moor
particularly suffered from egg desertion and predation with
just 4 young from 3 boxes. One was at Otley Wetland in
January and July, a pair bred at Addingham, where 2 young
were reported in July but one bird became a road casualty in
early autumn (DM). Single birds were also seen in May and
later in autumn at Bolton Abbey and Barden Moor. Sightings
also came from Timble Ings, Farnley and Askwith Moor.

COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto (C)
Common breeding resident: population may well be
declining.
The overall UK population of this species seems to have
peaked around 2005 and has now declined back to 1990s
levels (BBS data). The number of locations where it was
reported in our area also fell back in 2017, though it was
again widely recorded from villages and populated areas
from Weeton up to Buckden. It remained absent from
Littondale. Most reports were of up to 4, though 8 were
together at Ben Rhydding in September. No counts
approached the October totals of over 20 reported in 2014
and 2016. Over 40% of all records came from gardens,
across all our built up areas, with 5 the maximum counted.
Just one garden at Threshfield reported a juvenile bird.
CUCKOO Cuculus canorus
054 Sightings/30 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population declining.
The BBS graphs, 1994 – 2016, availabl3 on the BTO website,
demonstrate the cuckoo’s considerable decline across most
regions of of England. In Northern England the decline may
have levelled off, but the population remains low. In Wales,
and particularly in Scotland, numbers seem to be slowly
rising. For our area 2017 was a poor year, comparable with
the low numbers reported in 2003 and 2008. Records were
fewer overall but particularly lacking in the north of the
area. The exception was Washburn sightings which
surprisingly were around double the average for 2014 to
2016, and this brought the number of southern sites up to
the recent average. In the north separate birds were

LITTLE OWL Athene noctua
016 Sightings/12 Sites
Local breeding resident: population appears to be declining.
After a slight improvement in 2016 little owl sightings fell
back this year to a level at least as low as the very poor year
experienced by the species in 2013. The only northern
records were of a single bird seen in February and March at
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Kilnsey, and one record in May at Mastiles Lane. One was
reported at Otley Wetland in January, and one was
periodically seen on the Chevin path from Menston
throughout the year, with 2 seen together in March. A likely
different bird was seen in May on the Odda side of Menston,
being mobbed by mistle thrushes. In June and July single
birds were seen at Lindley, Fewston and Timble village. One
was recorded regularly at Addingham, with 2 together on
8th July (DM). One was seen during the summer at
Draughton, and another in September at Addingham
Moorside. On a slightly more optimistic note, Colin Harrison
reported on 3 broods in the Washburn this year, with a total
of 10 young, compared with 1 brood in 2016 with 3 young.
TAWNY OWL Strix aluco
064 Sightings/35 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
In 2017 tawny owl records and locations were both up on
2016, which seemed a below average year for the species.
However, a considerable sightings increase this year in the
south of the area is countered by a fall in records from the
north. This may of course reflect fewer observers, as quite a
few breeding pairs were reported on in the south. Fortunes
here were somewhat mixed. Pairs bred but suffered nest
predation at Denton and Thruscross, Fewston, Stainburn
and Nell Bank. However, up to three young were noted from
successful breeding pairs at several other locations, namely
Farnley and Farnley Lake, Norwood Edge, Clifton and
Weston, Timble Ings and Menston (PRo, AJ). In the
Washburn, Colin Harrison reported on 8 broods which
raised 14 young, compared with 5 young from just 4 broods
in 2016. However, the later broods in 2017 only raised one
chick per brood, even though 3 eggs were laid. Further north
the species was reported from Grass Wood, Bastow Wood
and Skyreholme. It was heard or seen in and around gardens
at Hebden, Kilnsey and Threshfield, also at Otley, Menston,
Ben Rhydding, Ilkley and Addingham. In May and July two
road casualties were reported from Addingham and Bolton
Abbey respectively. On a brighter note, daytime records
came from Timble, Swinsty, Strid Wood, and regularly from
a Menston garden. Ernie Scarfe described an experience at
Heber’s Ghyll early on a June morning, where after some
commotion a tawny owl carrying prey alighted on a branch
and proceeded to pluck it, identified as a juvenile great
spotted woodpecker. A small bird then landed on a branch a
few feet away from the owl, which turned out to be a wood
warbler with a beak full of insects. The episode was
unfortunately disrupted by an approaching dog which
barked.
LONG-EARED OWL Asio otus
006 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant.
This species was unusually scarce this year, retaining a
presence just at two regular sites, and with only one
confirmed breeding record. One was on a nest at a regular
Washburn site on 7th May, where a young bird was
recorded on 24th May (AJ). Single birds were also reported
in the area on 11th May and 9th June. Elsewhere in the
Washburn one was seen hunting on 3rd June, and heard
calling in the same area on 12th August (AJ).
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SHORT-EARED OWL Asio flammeus 004 Sightings/04
Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/resident: population either stable or
in decline.
Since 2012, which seems to have been the last good year for
the species in our area, it has declined. 2015 showed some
improvement but in 2016 and particularly 2017 far fewer
sightings were received, from less
than half the 2015 number of sites.
All sightings this year were of single
birds in April and May, from widely
scattered locations. On 17th April one
was on Threshfield Moor, the next
sighting was of one at Timble Ings on
24th May. On 25th May one was
reported in the north at Greenfield,
and on 27th May one was on Barden
Moor (GL*, AJ, K&PL, BOG).
NIGHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus
020 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce passage migrant – bred in area for several years
running.
The nightjar was again recorded at 4 sites in our area this
year, though these were not all the same as the previous
year. All were in the Washburn. The plantation area
adjoining Sandwith Moor provided the most reports, and a
successful evening WNS group visit took place on 13th June.
At least 3 pairs could have been present here. Two males
and a female were first reported here on 18th May (AJ), at
least 3 churring males were noted between late May and
early July, with at least one female as well on 2nd June (AJ,
PG, E&PS). On 8th June an additional male was churring in
the Norwood Edge area, not far away (E&PS). A male was at
another traditional Washburn site on 21st May and 24th
June (AJ) and a churring male was heard further to the
north, at a difficult site to access, on 22nd June (E&PS). To
summarise, it appears that overall, at least 6 separate males
could have been present and churring in our area, with
female(s) additionally present at one site. The final record of
the season was of 1 bird still in the Sandwith Moor area on
20th August (E&PS).
SWIFT Apus apus (C)
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population in
decline.
In 2017 overall sightings and a wide range of locations for
this species were in line with other recent years. The overall
UK reporting rate (BirdTrack) was slightly below the
average of recent years. Migration was slow this year, with
winds during April and early May often stuck in the north,
delaying mass arrivals. The first report on 3rd May was 1 at
Barden View Point (HC**), with 3 at Otley on 5th May, and
20 over the river there the following day. A few now also
appeared in the Grassington area and Kilnsey. Over 20
followed on 8th May at Ben Rhydding and also at Burnsall.
50 were at Threshfield on 9th May (PP), though subsequent
numbers reported in the Grassington area were much lower.
In mid May, 16 were seen on a Kettlewell to Starbotton walk,
in early June 20 were at Hawkswick, and over 30 were
counted flying north in an hour over Norwood Edge. The
highest total for Otley Wetland was at least 40 on 26th June,
40 were over Otley in late July, and on 30th July a minimum
of 50 were at Chelker. However, comments from Burley
suggest poor numbers there, the most seen together for
Addingham Environment Group was just 10, and fewer than

in 2016 were reported in Menston with a maximum 9 on 7th
August. 5 were over Burley on 14th August and the final
sighting of the year was 1 at Otley on 4th September (TK**).
KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis
059 Sightings/19 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident along suitable rivers and
lagoons: population probably stable
Since 2014 there has been a trend of increased sightings for
this species in the south of our region, and relatively fewer
northern records. In 2017 sightings generally fell back
somewhat, with noticeably fewer than usual from Bolton
Abbey in particular. There have been years when hard
weather has held back the appearance of the kingfisher in
our area, but first early sightings of 2017, on 2nd January,
came from Hebden and Linton. By the end of February it had
been reported from most parts of our area down to Otley
Wetland and Knotford, though no Washburn sighting came
until 9th April at Farnley Lake. The first at BRGP was the
following day. During May the area of sightings extended
from Arncliffe to Arthington, but with still only one report
from the Bolton Abbey area, and all of single birds only.
However, at BRGP in late May one was watched taking fish
to a hole in the river bank (PG), on 1st June an adult and 2
juveniles were at Lower Grass Wood (GL*) and 2 were at
Linton. 2 birds were also reported on different dates in July
at Otley Wetland, and in August at Otley. From July to
October records came from Lindley and Thruscross, further
sightings came from Strid Woods, and single birds were
reported at many points along the Wharfe between Knotford
and Lower Grass Wood. The last sightings from the north of
the area were from Burnsall and Hebden in early December,
and until the year end sightings were limited to Ilkley and
Burley.
GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis
055 Sightings/34 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
In 2017 reports of green woodpecker fell back slightly from
the higher numbers of 2016, but it remains generally stable
and widespread in our area. It was recorded in all months of
the year except December. Few records were received from
September onwards, and indeed half of all records came
from April and May when it most frequently calls. It retains
a strong presence in the north of the area, and this year
there were as many reports from Langstrothdale as from the
Washburn, with several records from Littondale, though
fewer this year from the Grassington area. It was not
recorded from Ilkley or Addingham, though one was at
Addingham Moorside in November. It was reported from
Burley Moor down through the Otley and Menston area to
Leathley and Pool. Several records came from the riverside
through Bolton Abbey Estate. Most reports were of single
birds, but 3 were at Hebden in February and 3 near Arncliffe
in April. One was heard daily from a Hebden garden in July.
Adults with juveniles were seen at Yockenthwaite and
Hubberholme in July.
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopus major
108 Sightings/44 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This species has increased nationally over many years,
though some regions show slight decline since about 2010
(BBS). The population seems to have stabilised in Yorkshire
(BBS). In our area it remains concentrated in the south,
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though it was reported from all parts, including the
northernmost parts of the Dale, though not at Grimwith.
March brought counts of 6 in the Farnley Lake area and 5 in
Middleton Woods, with extensive drumming. The first
report of drumming was on the Chevin on 10th January
(E&PS). It was widely recorded throughout the Washburn,
Bolton Abbey Estate and the Grassington area. Birds
carrying food were at Arncliffe and Fewston in May, and one
with juveniles was at Valley of Desolation in June. Garden
records came from all all points between Otley and
Addingham, also Threshfield and Kilnsey. None were
reported in gardens in April or May, but adults with
juveniles appeared widely at garden feeders in June. In
addition to juveniles seen in the countryside or in gardens,
nests were reported from Leathley (2), Farnley Lake (3) and
Norwood Bottom (3), the latter all with at least 3 young and
one with 5 young (PRo, AJ).
LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopus minor
014 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population probably in decline.
Single birds or a pair were seen and heard at a private
Washburn woodland location between 26th February and
28th May. On 10th March, 2 pairs were at the site (3 birds
seen). Drumming was regularly heard during this period
(AJ, E&PS). A single bird was seen by a roadside near Barden
Bridge on 6th March (J&FTo).
GREAT GREY SHRIKE Lanius excubitor
003 Sightings/01 Sites
(Increasingly) rare passage migrant
The first record of this species in our area since 2011 was
provided by one bird, presumably a returning migrant, seen
by 3 observers from BOG at Barden Moor between 18th and
21st April (BV**, MW**, MB**). This must have been one of
the last seen in spring, following above average numbers of
UK sightings in March (BirfTrack). Possibly the weather
fronts which were disrupting spring migration from the
south had also delayed this north-bound bird.
MAGPIE Pica pica (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable but increasing
in urban environment.
In the south of our area the species remained common and
widespread, but although it is always much more scarce in
the north, 2017 saw fewer northern sightings than usual,
mostly from the Grassington area but including one record
from Greenfield in Upper Wharfedale. Washburn records
increased somewhat compared to the previous two years,
and a single Bolton Abbey sighting came from the road near
the Strid car park. Counts were not generally high, 5 or 6
were relatively frequent, with 8 on two occasions at Otley
Wetland, 8 at Gallows Hill in March and 11 at Menston in
October. Garden numbers were usually 1 to 3, with 4
reported from two gardens at Ilkley and Otley. Just under a
quarter of all sightings were from gardens. It was reported
breeding in one Ilkley garden, and in Addingham one was
observed in May living up to its predatory reputation in a
local garden, eating a fledgling blackbird and then a
dunnock’s egg (DLR).

JAY Garrulus glandarius
075 Sightings/32 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
The jay continued to show a limited presence in the north of
our area, with northern records limited to several sightings
of 1 or 2 around Grass Wood, one at Threshfield, and
perhaps unusually, 3 at Hubberholme in November (PS*,
GL*). It was widespread further south, with a smattering of
records from Strid Woods and its usual much more obvious
presence in the Washburn, where the maximum count was 5
at John O’Gaunts in October. It was reported from
Addingham down to Weeton, including on Rombalds Moor.
Most reports were of 1 or 2, with 4 together at Burley in
April. The proportion of sightings coming from gardens fell
back to a more usual 15% compared with the high level in
2016. Garden records were mostly in Ilkley, also Menston,
Burley and Addingham, maximum 2 seen.
JACKDAW Corvus monedula (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population
stable/possibly increasing.
The jackdaw remained one of the most widespread species
throughout our region, reported from all areas, including a
single sighting at Grimwith reservoir this year. No flocks
reported matched in size the several hundred seen in one
Washburn location last year, but the peak Otley Wetland
count, in June , was 219 (PP), compared to 140 in the
previous two years. This is one of the most numerous
species in the north of our area, with a count of over 100
around Grassington in January, 50 from walks in the
Grassington and Kettlewell areas, and 67 seen in
Langstrothdale in June. The peak count for John O’Gaunts,
in March, was 96. Garden sightings remained at 13% of all
sightings. Most garden counts were in single figures, but
March brought 32 to a Burley garden, the highest garden
number since 2014, and 26 in an Ilkley garden.
ROOK Corvus frugilegus
056 Sightings/31 Sites
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population
probably increasing.
The rook was again a widespread resident across our area.
Flock numbers in the countryside were generally rather
lower than the previous year, but rookeries seemed stable
and thriving. 100 bords were counted on a 31st January walk
north of Appletreewick (JP) with other counts were of 45 in
February on Barden Fell, at least 30 at Buckden, and 40 nea
Middleton Woods in March. 56 were in the Hawkswick and
Arncliffe area in April. Kettlewell and Threshfield held small
rookeries, as did Weeton, Menston, Draughton and
Addingham. Up to 4 birds regularly visited a garden in Otley,
and 2 frequented an Ilkley garden in March and April. In the
Washburn, 90 was the peak John O’Gaunts count on 31st
May (JP), Leathley had a modest village rookery, and small
numbers were seen at Low Dam, Lindley, Scargill and
Fewston.
CARRION CROW Corvus corone (C)
Common breeding resident
The population of this species may have stabilised in some
parts of the UK, and this trend now includes Yorkshire
(BBS). It remains numerous and widely reported across our
area. Largest counts were 50 near Gallows Hill in May and
around 130 flying to roost at Sandwith Moor plantation in

August (200 were in that area in 2015). Records from
gardens remained somewhat fewer than for some other
garden species; and were mostly of 1 or 2 birds, with 5 in a
Burley garden in February. An albino crow, generally
solitary, was occasionally noted near Menston for the fourth
year.
RAVEN Corvus corax
040 Sightings/23 Sites
Scarce breeding resident, population possibly increasing
In 2017 this species again produced somewhat fewer
sightings than in some recent years, but their distribution
through our area showed a wide geographical range, with
the Washburn providing a high proportion of records. No
breeding reports were received this year. In the north, 2
were reported in February at Kilnsey, and during March up
to 2 were at Grimwith, Grass Wood and Threshfield. In
April, 2 were reported, unusually, directly over Grassington,
2 were at Hebden Beck, and one was in the Arncliffe Cote
area. In July, 3 were at Mossy Moor, during August and
September 1 or 2 were again at Kilnsey and Arncliffe Cote,
and the final northern sighting of the year was 1 over
Threshfield Moor on 24th September. Further south, one
was at Valley of Desolation in February and June, with a
further record from this area of 2 over Barden Fell in
November. A single bird was at Norwood Edge/ Sandwith
Moor at intervals between May and November, with a final 2
there on 26th November. Also, at Lindley Wood, 1 or 2 were
reported in February, March and September. Single birds
were at Middleton Moor in February, Addingham Moorside
in May and November, and Whetstone Gate in March and
October. 2 flew high over Ilkley in November. One on Burley
Moor in May was doing its best to raid curlew and lapwing
nests. 2 were at Denton Moor in August and in the Timble
Ings/ Kex Gill area in November.
GOLDCREST Regulus regulus
068 Sightings/33 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population increasing.
UK wide goldcrest sightings were high through much of the
year, though not quite as high as in 2016. In our area in 2017
it generated slightly more sightings, and from only
marginally fewer sites, than in 2016. The proportion of
garden records fell slightly to around a fifth of all sightings.
Single birds were seen in Hebden and Threshfield gardens in
January. Just occasional sightings came from Grimwith in
March, from Howgill and Greenfield in April and May, and
Hawkswick in October. Further Hebden and Grassington
garden reports were in November and December. It was
widely reported further south, from Addingham down to
Knotford, with the Washburn well represented. 6 were at
Timble Ings in March, and 6 at John O’Gaunts in late
October. 2 adults with a juvenile were on the Chevin in June.
At Timble Ings on 6th October at least 20 were feeding in
several highly mobile parties, presumably post breeding
(RF). At least 6 were moving along the river corridor at
Gallows Hill on 21st November. Further garden records to
December came from the usual built up areas, Addingham
down to Otley and Menston.
BLUE TIT Parus caeruleus (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
The overall status of this common and widespread resident
changed little this year, but numbers in gardens and the
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countryside were again modest. However, the RSPB has
stated that the species had a good breeding season this year.
Overall numbers of sightings and sites held up, though fewer
reports than average came from the Washburn and Bolton
Abbey. Counts early in the year included 13 in January at
Otley Wetland and 21 at John O’Gaunts (JP). Large parties
following the breeding season were not much evident, 6 or
so being the general maximum, though 10 including 8
fledglings were at BRGP in late May. A general shortage of tit
species was noted by one observer on walks during June
(JF). We had counts of 11 on a Strid Woods walk in October
and 10 at Lindley Trout Farm in November. Maximum
counts in gardens, where it remained one of the most
frequent species, were nearly all in single figures, other than
10 in January at Hebden. Nests and boxes recorded in 2017
by Pete Roe in the Washburn, Menston and Burley show 19
nests producing 103 young, i.e. a productivity rate of 5.4
young per nest, lower than over the previous two years. The
5 nestboxes at Menston School raised young, but were again
less successful than elsewhere, due to a mixture of failed
eggs, dead young in nest, and predation. In the Washburn,
Colin Harrison counted an impressive 136 broods, compared
to 108 in 2016.
GREAT TIT Parus major (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Although remaining widely and commonly reported, the
great tit seems to have shared a rather poor year with the
species above. Sightings
across the area seemed
generally stable enough,
though dropped back
somewhat this year in the
Washburn. Counts in the
countryside tended to be in
single figures, with 12 at
Swinsty, 10 at Otley
Wetland and 10 at Weeton
in January and February,
and 10 singing at Gallows Hill in April. There were 21 at John
O’Gaunts in January. 6 were singing at Norwood Bottom in
May. A general shortage of tit species was particularly noted
on walks during June (JF), and great tit counts that month
were only of 3 or 4 birds. In November, 10 were noted in
Strid Woods. Great tits were almost as commonly reported
from gardens as blue tits, 4 or 5 being the most seen.
Similarly to the blue tit, a drop in abundance nationally is
reported between 2015 and 2016 (BBS) in an otherwise
stable species. Pete Roe reported on 19 nests in the south of
our area, where 84 young were produced, a lower
productivity rate (4.4) than the previous two years. Colin
Harrison in the Washburn counted 47 broods compared to
45 in 2016.
COAL TIT Parus ater
053
Sightings/25 Sites
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
Records for this species in 2017 were broadly similar in
number and distribution to the previous year, with a slight
overall reduction in the range of locations. It was widely
reported from gardens, in the Grassington area and in built
up areas in the south of the area. The proportion of all
sightings coming from gardens rose again, from a third to
40%. Up to 3 or 4 birds were generally the most seen, a
family of 5 was in a Grassington garden in June and garden
breeding was also noted in Ilkley. 5 were in an Addingham
garden in September. In the countryside, counts made were
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similar to 2016. In February, 8 were at John O’Gaunts and 10
at Timble Ings, and 8 were in Strid Woods at the end of
October. Up to 3 were reported from Hebden in January,
from Buckden in March and June, and from Hawkswick in
October. Single birds were regularly seen at Otley Wetland.
MARSH TIT Poecile palustris
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder (?): significant
decline in recent years.
Records remain extremely sparse in our area for this
declining species, though it was seen at 2 locations this year.
One was at John O’Gaunts on 27th October (JP), and one was
heard in Middleton Woods on 28th December (AJ).
No records were received of the even more scarce willow
tit in 2017.
SKYLARK Alauda arvensis
031 Sightings/23 Sites
Common breeding resident: national population decline but
probably holding own in area.
Skylark sightings were rather fewer than might be expected
in 2017, and records were not received from some sites such
as Grimwith where it was reported the previous year.
Whereas in 2014 around two thirds of sightings were from
the north of the area, this year two thirds came from the
south. The first sighting was just one on 2nd February at
Weeton, but 8 were at Sandwith Moor on 24th February,
with 6 there in late May. On 2nd April, 2 were singing at
Malham Moor Lane, with 2 at Hebden Beck and 4 at Dowber
Gill later in the month. In early May, 2 were on the summit
of Great Whernside and it was subsequently reported from
Greenfield and Halton Gill. 6 with juveniles were on
Grassington Moor in June, and 2 were at Kilnsey in July.
Further south, on moor edges around Lindley, Thruscross
and Denton Moor, it was reported that numbers had been
steady for many years (PBR). A small number nested on the
Chevin and nearby Guiseley Moor, and 2 were at Burley
Moor in June. The final sighting was one on Threshfield
Moor on 24th September.
SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia
078 Sightings/34 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
fluctuates.
Numbers of sightings and of sites recorded for this species
have increased in our region over the last two years. It was
reported from all parts of the area, though Buckden was the
northernmost site and it was not seen at Grimwith. The first
local sighting was 3 at Ilkley Tennis Club on 31st March
(P&JB), with the following day bringing 8 at Hawkswick and
24 at Barden Bridge. Parties of at least 20 followed at BRGP,
Lindley and Grassington, and by 11th April at least 80 were
at Otley Wetland. Later in April at least 50 birds were
reported at BRGP and 85 at Howgill. Counts or estimates in
May and June covered various colonies, ranging from just a
few nests at Buckden and Burnsall, counts of 15 or so birds
at Hawkswick and Waters Laithe, two colonies of 30 and 40
in the Howgill area, 27 nests in the Grassington area, 50
birds near Ilkley Tennis Club, 20 at least at BRGP, at least 16
birds at Castley and Lindley, and a few at Thruscross. Other
sites from which the species was reported in small numbers
were Skirefare Bridge, Conistone, Addingham, Denton,
Otley, Gallows Hill, Pool, Scargill, and John O’Gaunts, where
the last 2 birds of the year were seen on 13th September.

SWALLOW Hirundo rustica (C)
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
possibly in decline.
2016 sightings for the swallow in our area were higher than
for some time, but 2017 returned to a normal level. The
species seems stable in our area, retaining very wide
distribution. Arrival of summer migrants in the UK in 2017
was in many cases delayed due to cold weather fronts, and
the first sighting of 3 swallows was not until 9th April, at
Bolton Abbey, with 6 near Burnsall the next day, three
weeks later than the first arrival in 2016. Numbers remained
small, with the first count in excess of 20 being on 19th April
at BRGP. Though becoming widespread around farms in
many locations, there were no counts of more than 14 until
late May, when 32 were seen on a Hawkswick walk (JF) and
a peak of 24 was at John O’Gaunts. In mid July, 30 were seen
on a Buckden walk, and 42 were on wires at Addingham.
Late August brought counts of 30 at Timble Ings and the
Grimwith maximum of 20. High numbers were reported at
Otley Wetland on 17th July by bird ringers who ringed 18
(JM). On 21st August, 200 were moving south west at
Addingham, possibly ahead of bad weather (DLR), and 105
were over Otley on 4th September (TK**). The higher
counts seem overall similar to the numbers reported in
2016. Pete Roe’s nesting reports cover 100 young raised
from 28 nests in the Washburn and Menston, a productivity
rate noticeably higher than in both previous years.
HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbica
053 Sightings/32 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
possibly in decline.
In 2017 the number of sightings and range of sites for the
species in our area both failed to reach the high levels of the
previous year, so it seemed an average year, though
eventually with good numbers in some areas, after slow
spring migration. It was distributed through all parts of our
area, reaching further up to the top of the Dale than the sand
martin, and also recorded from Grimwith. The first record
was a single early bird seen from Barden View Point on 21st
March, with another from this site on 2nd April (BV**). No
further reports came until 22nd April, with 2 at Otley
Wetland, and 40 were at Fewston on 26th April (PBR), the
highest spring migrant count for this species by some way.
22 were at a Menston pond on 5th May. In sightings during
May and June, 10 were at Weeton and at Addingham, 7 or 8
were at Hebden and Threshfield, and 6 were typical of
numbers reported in villages from Kilnsey up to
Yockenthwaite. Smaller numbers were in other areas
including Hawkswick and Scargill reservoir. 6 nests were
reported from Yockenthwaite in July, with nests also
reported from Grassington, Hebden, Addingham, Burley,
Otley and Timble. Pete Roe has provided more detailed data
for some of these: at Timble village a colony with 12 nests
produced around 36 young from the first brood, and 20
young from a second brood; at a Blubberhouses farm 15
nests produced a first brood of around 55 young, and around
30 young from a second brood of 9 nests; at Otley a single
brood of about 60 young came from 18 nests. On 13th
August, 10 were watched at Burley flying up to a former
house martin site where there was a newly constructed nest.
The observer wondered whether young birds were being
shown a possible future nest site (PD&JBP). At Otley 150
were in flight in August, with at least 300 there on 4th
September (TK**), and 100 were at Lindley on 16th
September. The final sighting was 8 over Ilkley Moor on
24th September.
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LONG-TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus
082 Sightings/36 Sites
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
This species retained a similar pattern of sightings and
distribution to the previous year, with northern sightings
staying stable but fewer than a few years ago. It was
reported north to Kilnsey and, for the first time in a couple
of years, from Littondale. No sightings came from Grimwith
and it was not reported from further south than Knotford.
Around Grassington and Kilnsey the maximum party size
was 6, early and late in the year. 2 were at Hawkswick in
May. At most times of the year larger numbers were seen
further south, with 9 at Fewston in January, 10 at Otley in
June, 12 at Midddleton Moor in September and 14, the
highest Washburn count, at John O’Gaunts in October. The
Otley Wetland peak count was 25 in December. Only the
occasional bird was reported from Strid Woods, the sole
Bolton Abbey location. Over a fifth of sightings were from
gardens, where it was among the most frequently reported
species. Numbers tended to be in single figures, but 20 were
reported from 2 Otley gardens in December.
YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER Phylloscopus inornatus
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare autumn passage migrant along the coast with an
occasional record inland, becoming less scarce
One was reported heard from willow trees on the edge of
Sainsbury’s car park in Otley, on 10th October (AJ). At time
of going to press the report was before BOG records panel,
where approval seems to be anticipated.
WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix
015 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population declining at an
accelerating rate in recent years.
This year wood warblers were recorded at four locations
within our area, including 2 separate pairs. One was first
heard trilling at Strid Woods on 4th May, with later records
of 2 there on 14th June (BV**), a pair present on 19th June
(PD&JBP), and 4 including a singing male reported to be in
the area on 25th June (RL**). One was heard on the WNS
walk at Heber’s Ghyll on 16th June, and again heard and
seen on 28th June (HS, KS). On 11th June, Ernie Scarfe
watched one alight close to a tawny owl at Heber’s Ghyll,
singing, and with a beak full of midges. A pair was reported
from the Low Dam area on 31st May, with 1 or 2 further
noted in that area till 7th June (AJ, JM). An unusual northern
report was of 1 singing at Bastow Wood on 14th May (GL*).
CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita
122 Sightings/48 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage/winter visitor:
population increasing.
Like the willow warbler, the chiffchaff remained stable this
year in sighting numbers and distribution in our area. Single
birds appeared in gardens in Addingham and Otley on 12th
and 13th March, and one was at Weeton on 15th March. The
same day, 4 at Lindley were likely migrants, and one was
singing at Weston the next day. The first northern record
was at Grass Wood on 23rd March, 3 were singing at Sun
Lane, Burley on 25th March, and the next day 10 were
singing at Norwood Edge and adjacent Washburn areas
(AKe). At Gallows Hill, 8 were singing on 1st April, and by
8th April 13 were singing at Lindley (E&PS). The maximum

for Otley Wetland was 7 in May. The only report from north
of Kettlewell was 1 singing at Hubberholme in June, and
there was one September sighting at Grimwith. On 3rd May
the same observer reported 1 on a Kettlewell walk,
compared to 13 willow warblers (JP). Whilst April and May
are the most prolific months for chiffchaff records, there
were good numbers of reports throughout June and July,
including a family of 4 near Menston in July. 3 were at Sun
Lane, Burley at the end of August. Sightings continued
through September, including 5 in an Addingham garden
and 1 0r 2 also in Ilkley gardens. The last records of the year
were 1 at Knotford on 13th October and 1 in a Hebden
garden on 19th October.

several weeks in May. Sightings dropped off after the end of
August, though a female was in an Addingham garden in
November and one remained in a Menston garden during
the last week of December.

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus
130 Sightings/54 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
probably stable.
Overall numbers and distribution of this species were fairly
stable in 2017, though as in 2014 sightings in the south of
the area diminished and those in the north increased, with
the opposite trends occurring in 2015 and 2016. We might
speculate whether our possible local trend towards a
stronger northern and more upland abundance for the
willow warbler reflects the national picture, i.e. becoming
more scarce in southern England whilst expanding in the
north of the UK. The first records came quite early this year,
with single birds on 31st March at Otley Wetland and Burley.
Sightings of 1 or 2 soon spread, with the first northern
report at Grass Wood on 7th April. During the next few days
10 were at Otley Wetland, 12 at Scargill and at least 13 in the
Hawkswick area. In late April, 18 were counted between
Barden and Burnsall, with 27 between Burnsall and
Grassington in May. In mid May there were 15 on a
Kettlewell walk, and 14 at Timble Ings. In the Washburn it
was reported as generally doing well (PBR). A Buckden to
Yockenthwaite walk in June counted 25 (12 in 2016).
Breeding records, fledged young or adults carrying food,
were reported in June from Heber’s Ghyll, Addingham,
Barden Bridge, Bastow Wood and Grass Wood. Single birds
turned up in gardens at Ilkley, Addingham and Kilnsey, all in
the spring. During August single birds and the occasional
family group were variously reported, with the last records
of single birds on 22nd August from Addingham and
Grimwith.
BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla
100 Sightings/46 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor/winter visitor:
population increasing.
This species, which continues to thrive nationally, was
comprehensively distributed through our area, with little
overall change from the previous year. In January and
February single birds, male and female, were seen in
gardens at Menston, Otley and Ben Rhydding. One was
singing at Barden Bridge on 21st March. Single birds were at
Denton and Knotford from 31st March, with a singing male
at Addingham on 3rd April, and 4 heard at Sun Lane, Burley
on 4th April. 6 were counted at Otley Wetland on 9th April,
with 9 the maximum for the year in May (PP). 5 were at
John O’Gaunts in May. The first northern record was not
until 18th April, at Howgill. 6 were singing at Farnley Lake
in April, 7 on a Norwood Bottom walk in May, and 3 at
Hawkswick. In June there were 8 on a Strid Woods walk,
and 4 at Hubberholme. 7 were at Gallows Hill in early July,
when 2 were also at Grimwith. The southernmost record
was at Arthington. One stayed singing in an Otley garden for
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GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin
041 Sightings/23 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
stable
From the BirdTrack reporting graph, 2017 was a fairly
average year nationally, though in our area the species was
recorded from the largest number of sites since 2011. In the
north it was recorded in the Grass Wood area, also Howgill,
Hawkswick, and
Kilnsey, where one
sang in a garden for
several days in
May. The first
sighting was at
Norwood Bottom
on 26th April, and
it was soon widely
reported with 3 in
and around Grass
Wood, 2 at Otley
Wetland, and 2 at
Valley of Desolation. 2 were at Sun Lane, Burley, in May,
with 4 reported in June on a Strid Woods/ Barden Fell walk.
Washburn sightings included records from Timble Ings,
Norwood Edge, Lindley and Sandwith Moor. On 21st June, 1
was seen and heard at Hubberholme, and 1 sang at Knotford
the following day. 3 were at Otley Wetland on 2nd July, and
the final record was of 1 ringed there on 17th July (JM).
LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
fluctuates but currently in decline.
This species was not recorded in our area in 2016, and this
year it was limited to a single report, of one at John
O’Gaunts on 21st May (AJ). From the Birdtrack reporting
graph, numbers of the species were average nationally in
2017, and BBS data shows a recent modest increase in
England overall. However, the BTO Atlas well demonstrates
that this is not really a species associated with uplands in
England.
WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis
018 Sightings/07 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
probably stable.
Again this year, BirdTrack data shows national sightings not
far below average for this species in 2017, but it remained
rather sparsely distributed in our area with no records from
the north or from Gallows Hill, where it has been previously
regular. However, it may well have been present at more
sites than were reported. The first sighting was not until 1st
May, with 1 at Otley Wetland. This site continued to provide
good records until mid July, with 3 birds reported on 7th
May, and 2 pairs recorded taking food to nests on 30th June
(JM). The Chevin was another relatively well reported site,
with 2 down towards Guiseley Moor, 1 at Yorkgate Quarry,
and 2 not far from the car park. One sang for a week in June
at Sun Lane, Burley. In the Washburn it was reported as
‘more than ever before, all at separate locations’ (PBR). In

May one was singing at Fewston, and in August one was at
Low Snowden. The last sighting was one at Weeton on 31st
August.

Wharfemeadows Park. 3 were at Menston on 27th March.
The only autumn record was of a single waxwing with
migrant thrushes at Timble Ings on 11th November (JM).

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia
003 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare visitor, very occasional breeder
The status of this species, typically just providing one or two
records in our area whilst on migration, advanced somewhat
this year with a breeding pair located in the Sandwith Moor/
Stainburn Forest area. One was reported here on 18th May,
heard again on 21st May, and a pair was feeding young on
8th June (AJ).

NUTHATCH Sitta europaea
094 Sightings/43 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population probably
stable.
The nuthatch remained widespread across the area, with
both sightings and sites where it was recorded returning to
an average level for recent years, following a slight fall in
2016. In our area it was not seen north of Kettlewell, though
Littondale provided a few sightings. ‘High numbers again’
was a comment on the Washburn. There were 8 in
Middleton Woods in March, and 9, including a juvenile, at
Strid Woods in mid June (E&PS). Up to 4 were more
commonly reported from countryside walks. The maximum
at Otley Wetland was 4 in October. Single birds or pairs
were reported from a range of gardens in most of the built
up areas, though in most cases not that frequently. Several
reports of nesting and juveniles came from Strid Woods, and
an adult with juvenile was also at Menston in May. In the
Washburn Colin Harrison reported on 6 broods, producing
38 young, compared with a similar 5 broods and 34 young in
2016.

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
008 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population stable.
The sedge warbler is one of the few species showing recent
declines in UK wetland areas (Defra). Following slightly
more sightings in our area than usual in 2016, this species
was again distinctly scarce this year, though at least one pair
was seen to breed. One was at Otley Wetland on 14th May,
and a pair was ringed there on 18th May, the female with a
noticeable brood spot. One was carrying food at the site on
5th June, a juvenile was present on 5th July, and the final
sighting at this site was 29th July (all AJ, JM). On 20th July
one was seen at Chelker, with a family reported there on
30th July (JM).
REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus
017 Sightings/01 Sites
Passage visitor/Scarce breeding migrant.
This species again had a good year across the country, and
our area’s sole site this year, Otley Wetland, saw good
numbers, in part located by active bird ringing effort at this
site. The first report of a single bird came on 17th April, with
7 singing in the reedbed and conservation lake by the first
week in May. In mid May, 10 were recorded in the reedbed
and 1 at the conservation lake. By the end of June 11 pairs
had been located, all feeding young (JM), and by mid July 26
birds had been ringed. The previous year’s ringing total was
27, one of which, ringed as a juvenile in September 2016,
was re-trapped at this same site in July 2017 (JM). The last
sighting was of ‘several’ on 26th August (JM).
WAXWING Bombycilla garrulus
018 Sightings/08 Sites
Scarce winter visitor with reports in most years.
The early part of 2017 saw the departure of the previous
year’s relatively modest influx of waxwings to our area, and
presumably some other returning birds. 15 were at Ilkley
Station Plaza on 1st January. On 8th January there were 34
at Sandwith Moor plantation, followed by further reports of
small numbers in Ilkley, often around the Station Plaza, at
least 20 reported here on 14th January. 30 were on the west
side of Ilkley on 18th January and 21 were feeding on berries
in gardens at Menston on 21st January. On 16th January, 5
stayed briefly in a tree at Threshfield. On 25th January about
50 were reported at Farnley. 14th March brought a sighting
of at least 12 in Backstone Lane Ilkley. 15th March saw 2 in a
Burley garden, with up to 50 very mobile in the village next
day. On 19th March two individuals reported a total of 117
waxwings at two Ilkley locations (via NW). 20 were at Otley
on 10th March, with at least 35 the following day in
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TREECREEPER Certhia familiaris
042 Sightings/26 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly
increasing.
The treecreeeper remained quite widespread through the
south of our area, but with fewer reports than usual from
north of Barden Bridge. It is not clear whether lack of
sightings from some potential sites was due to it being
overlooked, or evidence of fewer around this year. BBS data
shows the national population trend to be static or showing
slight increase. The only northern sites for the species were
Hebden, where one regularly visited a garden, Threshfield,
where one was recorded in a garden twice in January, and
Grimwith where one was seen in August. It was not
reported this year from the Grass Wood area. Several
reports came from Strid Woods, and the bulk of records
came from the Washburn and from Pool up through
Menston, Otley and the Chevin to Ilkley. There were several
reports from Otley Wetland though not from BRGP. Bird
recording this year by Addingham Environment Group did
not find any treecreepers. 3 at Hebers Ghyll in March was
the only report of more than 2 birds. Garden records came
from Burley, Otley, Ilkley, and Ben Rhydding.
WREN Troglodytes troglodytes (C)
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
The status of this common species, widespread through all
habitats and areas within our region, seemed largely
unchanged this year. Highest counts of 20 at Howgill and 29
around Strid Woods, both in June, were as would be
expected, and more than were
counted there a few years
previously. In May, 13 were
reported on a walk around
Hawkswick, and in late June a
count of 21 came from
Grimwith (all JF). 21 were at
John O’Gaunts in October.
Wrens were reported widely

from gardens, not quite as frequently as some more obvious
species such as song thrush, and nearly always singly. Adults
with 2 young were together in a Burley garden in May and 4
roosted in an Addingham garden at the year end.
STARLING Sturnus vulgaris
112 Sightings/50 Sites
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: serious national
decline but probably stable in area.
Sightings continue stable overall, for this widely reported
species. A reduction of starling records and sites over the
previous three years in the north of our area was largely
reversed in 2017. It was recorded across all parts of our area.
Otley Wetland’s very large roost at the end of 2016
continued into 2017 with ‘many thousands’ over the main
reedbed on 12th and 14th January and a 10,000 bird
murmuration reported on 13th (PP, PD&JBP). Other notable
numbers were 1,500 at Barden Fell on 3rd March, and 1,000
at Hebden Beck on 27th March (E&PS). On 11th December
‘many thousands’ were again over the Otley Wetland main
reedbed, but by 18th December just 1,000 were at the
conservation lake reedbed (PP). 200 were near March Ghyll
reservoir, Middleton Moor, in February, and 180 were on
Grassington Moor in June. 80 in March was the maximum
Grimwith count. Breeding was recorded in various Upper
Wharfedale settlements in June (JF), otherwise at Otley
Wetland, Burley, Ilkley, Grass Wood and Threshfield. The
starling was still one of the most widely reported garden
birds, from the Grassington area, and from Addingham
down to Otley and Menston. The maximum count was 25 in
a Menston garden and 20 in Burley, both in May, but
generally the maximum was 10 or fewer.
DIPPER Cinclus cinclus
082 Sightings/35 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population stable.
Although dipper sightings from the north of our area
dropped slightly for the 4th year, the overall status and
distribution of the species seems little changed. It was
recorded fairly comprehensively from the Wharfe and
tributaries across the north, and also from Addingham down
to Knotford. It was well
recorded, with breeding
established, in the lower
Washburn, Lindley and
Thruscross areas. Fewer
northern reports were received
during the autumn, though 3
birds were at Howgill in
November. Grassington area
reports were somewhat down
this year, though it was present
at usual sites. Hebden Beck,
Kettlewell, Cray and Littondale
all provided sightings, though
not Dowber Gill. A pair was
displaying at Hubberholme on 29th January, up to 5 were at
Strid Woods on 19th February, and nest building was
reported at Leathley on 4th March. A nest was noted on 6th
March at Strid Woods, where 4 adults plus juveniles were
present in early May. One was feeding young at Barden
Bridge on 24thApril, whilst another was nest building in the
same location, possibly for a second brood (JF). Probable
breeding was also likely at Burley.
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RING OUZEL Turdus torquatus
026 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
declining.
Ring ouzel sightings remained at a similar level to the
previous year, though from a slightly more restricted
number of locations, and with a preponderance of April
migrant records. Breeding seemed at least possible at three
locations, and confirmed at a fourth (Hebden Beck). The
first, and early, spring sighting, was a single bird on Barden
Moor on 19th March (BOG), another was also here on 6th
April. On 11th May, a pair and a separate male were present
at this site, with a single male again on 6th June. The first
bird at Hebden Beck was a female on 4th April, and a pair
was at the top of Hebden Ghyll on 13th April. On 10th May,
also at Hebden Beck, a male was seen carrying food to a
presumed nest, and on 14th June, the year’s last summer
sighting of the species, the male was again seen here
carrying food, an empty nest was spotted, as was a juvenile
flying (E&PS). At Dowber Gill, 8 birds, likely migrants,
including a male singing from a tree, were reported on 14th
April (BT). 2 males and a female were at this site on 3rd
May, and a single bird was seen here on 22nd May. Further
south, on Burley Moor, from 17th April to early May, several
sightings were received, mostly of 1 or 2 birds, both male
and female, but including 3 males on 29th April. On 29th
April a female in the Burley Moor area was apparently
collecting nesting material, and on 11th May a pair here were
reportedly behaving as if they had young (J&PC, AJ).
However, no further reports came from this site. The only
autumn record was a single bird with a group of redwings at
Menston on 25th October (RF).
BLACKBIRD Turdus merula (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population
stable/possibly increasing.
The blackbird remains common and widespread across the
area. In 2017 it received the highest number of sightings of
any species. Southern sightings remained high, and
northern sightings increased again after a small reduction in
2015 and 2016. The highest countryside counts were 22
around Buckden in March and 24 around Hawkswick area in
May. 16 were at John O’Gaunts in January. At Strid Woods,
30 including juveniles were counted in June. The Otley
Wetland peak count for the year was 18 in January. In early
November 12 or so males, likely continental migrants, were
with redwing and fieldfare at Howgill, and migrants may
have been part of an unusual count of 22 at Knotford in mid
November. Other smaller numbers of males in the late
autumn, sometimes with other thrushes, were also likely
migrants. The blackbird remained one of the most
frequently reported garden species,with maximum numbers
12 feeding on fallen apples in Menston, and 8 in Otley, both
in January. It was again the most frequently recorded garden
breeding species.
FIELDFARE Turdus pilaris
047 Sightings/26 Sites
Common winter/passage visitor.
Fieldfare sightings and numbers in 2017 were reasonable in
the south of our area but somewhat low in the north.
Numbers were sometimes quite high early in the year, when
up to 500 were seen near Barden Bridge, and up to 300 at
Beamsley, on 17th January (PP). 300 were again at Barden
Bridge later in the month, and the same number on Barden
Fell on 3rd March. A flock of 100 was at Sandwith Moor on

8th January, with 150 at Threshfield on 20th. A few were in
Station Plaza, Ilkley, in early January, reported by observers
looking out for waxwings. A small group was north of
Buckden at the end of March and the final spring sighting
was 15 at Addingham on 15th April (DM). The first autumn
arrivals were ‘many’ on Sandwith Moor on 18th October
(BOG), with around 350 at John O’Gaunts on 27th October
(JP). On 30th October up to 100 were with redwings at
Barden Fell and in early November around 200 were
roosting at Timble Ings (JM), many fewer however than the
large 2016 roost there. Through November until mid
December records of 20 to 25 birds came in from Menston,
Howgill, Threshfield, Ilkley and Weeton. One was in an
Addingham garden in November, with a few others nearby,
and one appeared in a Menston garden in the colder
December conditions.
SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos
149 Sightings/60 Sites
Common breeding visitor: population possibly stable.
Nationally the song thrush is on the UK red list due to its
declining breeding populations, although in recent years the
UK population seems to have revived somewhat in some
areas, including Yorkshire. It remains widely distributed
throughout our area, maintaining the recent increased
volume of sightings from several of our areas, such as Bolton
Abbey Estate, where 13 were counted on a February walk,
‘song everywhere’ (JF). In April a count of 9 singing was
made in Howgill. ‘Good numbers’ were reported at Sun
Lane, Otley Wetland and through the Washburn. Although
the song thrush didn’t make it into the top 10 for the 2017
RSPB Garden Birdwatch, our members enthusiastically
recorded it, and from Otley up to Threshfield and Kilnsey it
was our most widely reported garden species. Few records
were received after July, other than garden regulars in Ilkley
and Otley. One was also in a Hebden garden in November,
and one on the Chevin in December.
REDWING Turdus iliacus
075 Sightings/26 Sites
Common winter/passage visitor.
Sightings of this species were slightly up in 2017 over the
previous few years, though the number of sites where it
reported dropped back from the relatively high 2016 figure
to around the average for recent years, both in the north and
south of our area. However, no sightings were received from
north of Barden Bridge in the first half of the year. The year
started with 1 or 2 in Ilkley gardens on 2nd January, and
larger groups that month were 30 at Menston, 40 at Barden
Bridge, and 100 at Low Mill, Addingham. In February 60
were at Knotford and 200 at John O’Gaunts. Counts
dwindled in March with 20 near Ilkley and the same at
Weeton, and the last single bird was at Norwood Bottom on
18th April (PBR). On 9th October, 2 were at Otley Wetland,
followed on 17th October by 1 in an Addingham garden, then
5 in a Grassington garden two days later. 20 were at
Menston on 22nd, and on 25th October migrant parties
totalling 300 were in the Menston area. The only numbers
exceeding 20 or so until the end of the year were all in late
October: 35 at Weeton, 44 at John O’Gaunts, 60 at Ilkley and
reports of ‘lots’ at Weston and ‘many’ at Otley. Small
numbers remained quite widely distributed around the
lower Washburn, and the Ilkley, Burley and Otley areas, also
being reported at Threshfield, Kilnsey and Howgill. Colder
weather later in November and December saw 1 to 5 birds
again in and around gardens at Kilnsey, Addingham, Ilkley,
Otley and Menston.
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MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus
083 Sightings/42 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable
Sightings fell back somewhat from the high 2016 figure, but
the species remains widespread and found in all parts of the
area. Washburn records however showed quite a reduction.
Few notable numbers were counted this year, the most
being 15 on Burley Moor in September and 12 at Otley
Wetland on 9th December. 9 were at Hebden in January and
10 at Menston in July. Other sightings were generally of 1 to
3 birds, with a minority of reports up to 6. The Grimwith
maximum was just 3 in August, and no more than 2 were
seen at John O’Gaunts. Several were reported by observers
looking for waxwings at Ilkley Station Plaza in January.
Addingham was reported to have just a local pair. It was
reported at Dowber Gill, at Hawkswick, north to Greenfield,
and 4 were at Hubberholme in July. 5 were on Barden Moor
in April, 6 at Timble Ings and 5 on Hawksworth Moor in
September. It was less uncommon as a garden visitor this
year, with occasional garden sightings at Grassington, Ilkley,
2 Otley gardens, Burley and Ben Rhydding.
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata
049 Sightings/26 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
decreasing at accelerating rate but with a good presence in
the north of the region.
In contrast to a rise in sightings in 2016, particularly in the
south of our area, the number of spotted flycatcher records
fell back somewhat in 2017, whilst remaining similar in the
north of the area. Records held up well at Bolton Abbey
Estate, and overall it seems this species retains a more stable
presence in our area than in many parts of the UK. The first
single bird was seen at Strid Woods on 28th April, next to a
pied flycatcher nestbox. One was at John O’Gaunts on 11th
May, and three days later 1 or 2 were at Kettlewell, Grass
Wood and Kilnsey. By 30th May, 4 were at Strid Woods. 3
were at Hebden on 25th May and 2 at Hawkswick on 27th.
On 4th June a pair was building a nest in a Grassington
garden, later abandoned, and 1 was at a Hebden garden. In
June there were 2 at Hubberholme, 3 were seen separately
around Conistone, and 2 nests were in use at a cottage near
Strid Woods. Nesting was also reported in June of a pair
near Burnsall and 2 pairs at Hebden (RL&TF). On 17th July,
along Storiths Road near Bolton Abbey, at least 12 were very
active along the roadside, ‘one of the best years’ (J&FTo). In
late July 4 were at John O’Gaunts, with a presumed family
party of 4 also there in August. Pairs with 3 juveniles each
were at Yockenthwaite in late July and Grimwith in late
August. Other sites from which 1 or 2 were reported were
Timble Ings, Low Dam and Fewston, Barden Moor, Valley of
Desolation, Menston and Mastiles Lane. The final record of
the year was an adult and an immature at Weeton on 31st
August.
ROBIN Erithacus rubecula (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population
stable/increasing.
Robin numbers were as usual consistently high throughout
our area. The Washburn was described this year as ‘heaving
with robins in all sorts of habitat’ (PBR). Maximum counts
seem to be greater than the previous year, with a total of 29
on a February walk in Strid Woods and surrounds, and 15 on
an Arncliffe to Hawkswick round walk in April. There were
23 in February at John O’Gaunts. The peak Otley Wetland
count was 14 in April (10 last year). It remained one of the

most widely reported garden birds in our area, though takes
a lower place in the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch. Fledglings
were first noted on 31st May in Addingham, later than last
year. Of 2 nests reported on, in Addingham and Menston,
each produced 5 young.

at Low Snowden with 7 young each. On 17th August, 10 were
along Storiths Road near Barden (J&FTo), and a few days
later 2 were at Addingham and 2 at John O’Gaunts. A female
and immature were at Menston on 31st August, and the final
sighting of the year was an immature at Burley Moor on
22nd September (J&PC).

PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca
030 Sightings/09 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
possibly declining.
The number of sites where this species was recorded fell
somewhat compared to 2016. Strid Woods and Norwood
Bottom to Folly Hall were the core areas, with a pair or so in
Grass Wood. The first sightings, around the same date as the
previous year, were of 2 birds each at Strid Woods on 15th
April and at Folly Hall on 18th April. Sightings continued at
Strid Woods, with 7 regularly reported and a maximum 8 on
24th May (PMa**). Comprehensive counts at Folly Hall were
not made, though ‘several’ were present on 9th June (AJ). In
early May, 1 was at Kettlewell, and 2 separate birds were
singing at Grass Wood. This year, 5 pairs bred in the Low
Dam area near Thruscross with 20 young birds from 3
nestboxes ringed in June (AJ, JM). Pete Roe reported 35
young from 6 nests/boxes in the Norwood Bottom area,
double the productivity over the previous two years. Single
birds were also reported from Middleton Woods in April and
Scargill in May. The last sighting was 3 on 18th July at Strid
Woods. Colin Harrison reported on pied flycatchers at Folly
Hall, where 15 broods raised 92 young, compared to almost
the same productivity rateof 12 broods and 73 young in
2016.
REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus
075 Sightings/38 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
probably increasing.
This species was quite well reported in 2017, from an
average range of sites. Sighting numbers in the Grassington
area increased after a poor year in 2016, and Washburn
records also increased. Several records came from north of
Buckden, but none from Littondale. We only had one
Grimwith sighting, in May, at a location where the species
had not been seen for several years (PD&JBP). The first
sighting of the year was a male at Lindley on 5th April, soon
followed by 1 at Bolton Abbey and 1 or 2 at several other
Washburn sites. At Norwood Bottom there were 6 on 21st
April and 8 were reported by early May, when 8 were also at
Strid Woods. Also in May, 2 were in Grass Wood, 2 in
Bastow Wood, where they were later feeding young, and 5
were seen on a Kettlewell area walk. In June, 7 were in the
Buckden area. Around Low Dam 3 pairs bred in woodland
(JM), and females feeding young were at Strid Woods.
Further south, 2 were at Farnley and 1 was singing at Pool,
both in May, and a
pair with young
was at Otley in July.
Several bred in
woods at Folly Hall,
with Colin Harrison
reporting that
Washburn pairs
were using natural
sites not nest boxes
this year. Pete Roe
reported a nest at
Denton with 6
young, and 2 nests
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WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra
005 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population in
severe decline.
The whinchat remained scarce, with no improvement on
2016. In that year definite breeding evidence was reported at
Barden Moor, and probably at Whetstone Gate, though none
were seen at other recent breeding sites. In 2017 the first
sighting of the year was of one bird at a regular Barden
Moor location on 4th June, but no further reports ensued.
On 26th July a breeding record came from Hebden Beck of
an adult ‘plus 2 juveniles looking fairly recently fledged’ in
bracken towards the top end of the Beck (BT). Other
sightings were all autumn ones. One was at Bland Hill on
11th August, again on 25th. One was at Grimwith on 22nd
August, and 4 were reported at Scargill on 10th September
(via AJ).
STONECHAT Saxicola torquata
039 Sightings/12 Sites
Part resident/scarce breeder/passage/winter visitor:
population increasing, subject to severe winter weather.
More widely reported than in 2016, records and sites for this
species reached a higher level in our area than in many
recent years. A small increase in northern sightings was
apparent this year, with a pair at Grimwith and also a single
at Mossy Moor, both in May. One was at Grimwith in
September and 2 juveniles were at Yockenthwaite in July.
The first sighting of the year was of a single at Whetstone
Gate in early January, with 2 there in March. Burley Moor
and Ilkley Moor each held breeding pairs, both with young,
well reported between April and July, with a family evident
on the WNS Heber’s Ghyll walk in May. 5 were together at
Draughton Heights on 9th March (J&FTo). A male was on
Barden Fell in April, with 2 reported in March and June from
Valley of Desolation, and 3 adults, including a pair with the
female carrying food and a singing male, were at Barden
Moor in May (JF). In April a pair was at Snowden Moor,
where a family group of 4 was seen in June and July. A
further pair was on Middleton Moor in May. 2 were near
Addingham in August, and 1 or 2 were reported at Sandwith
Moor in March and the autumn months, with 5 seen on 23rd
September (BOG).
WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe
050 Sightings/20 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
probably stable.
Sightings of this species in our area have reduced over the
last few years, and fell further this year. Sighting numbers
remained stable in the south of the area, though this may
largely represent passage birds recorded. BirdTrack data for
2017 shows a higher than usual spring sightings rate across
the UK, but autumn sightings, for whatever reason, were
considerably below average. Our area’s first record was on
9th March at Draughton Heights (J&FTo), with no further
reports until 3 turned up at Barden View Point on 21st
March. 1 was at Grimwith on 23rd March, followed by small

numbers in the Grassington area. 6 were on Grassington
Moor on 4th April, with 11 at Hebden Beck on 23rd April,
when 16 were also seen on Barden Moor (SP). 7 were at
Dowber Gill on 3rd May. April and May saw several Burley
Moor sightings of up to 5 birds, with 4 near Lindley Wood, 3
at Whetstone Gate and 1 at Round Hill. On 4th June a female
was feeding a juvenile at Malham Moor Lane. On 19th June
there were 19 on Grassington Moor, including 1 juvenile, and
the same number, including 2 young, at Hebden Beck on
16th July (E&PS). An adult with 3 fledged young were on
Barden Moor in mid June, and on 25th June, on an 11 mile
Grassington Moor and Yarnbury walk, 15 juveniles were
counted (KM**). In August, 2 were at Scargill and 2 at
Whetstone Gate, with singles at Addingham Moorside and
Kex Gill. 4 were at Whetstone Gate on 1st September. A final
sighting was 1 at Whetstone on 5th October.
DUNNOCK Prunella modularis (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
The dunnock remains a stable and widespread resident
across our area, with overall sightings and range of locations
slightly higher than a year or two back, though it was less
well reported than in 2016, when sightings were unusually
high. Northern records however again fell slightly this year,
with fewer sightings from the Grassington area. No records
were received from Grimwith, nor from Sun Lane or BRGP.
Most reports were of 1 to 4 birds, but 8 were seen or heard
singing around Weeton in March. The maximum for John
O’Gaunts was 5, with 6 the most at Otley Wetland. Typically,
a quarter of all records were from gardens, with maximum
garden counts of 4 at Otley and Ilkley. Garden breeding was
recorded at Menston and Burley.
HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus
046 Sightings/19 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population has decreased
but probably currently stable.
This year, increased house sparrow sightings from the south
of our area put at least a temporary halt to a recent drop in
records. Records from the north of our area continued a
modest decline, though the number of sites where it was
recorded stayed fairly stable. It was as usual widely reported
in northern villages, up to Starbotton and through
Littondale. In April, 11 were recorded in both Arncliffe and
Hawkswick, and 20 in Kettlewell. 9 were in Hebden in
January, and 8 seen in Grassington in March. In the
Washburn, records remained at the lower level of 2016. John
O’Gaunts had 10 in the area in April and October, and it was
reported to be hanging on at a Bland Hill farm. A few were
at Leathley. Not surprisingly, garden records often came
with higher numbers. The peak garden count was well over
20 in an Otley garden in the early months of the year, and in
Menston, 16 or 17 were reported in January and December.
Other gardens in Burley and Otley counted 15 in August,
with up to 12 in Hebden, Addingham and Ilkley. Pete Roe
reported on 1 nest at Clifton and 5 at Menston, from which
in total 12 young were raised, though 2 of the Menston nests
were predated.
TREE SPARROW Passer montanus
029 Sightings/16 Sites
Breeding resident: local population recovering in line with
national trends
The distribution of the tree sparrow in the south of our area
this year extended from Weeton, where at least 4 were seen
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in June, up to Addingham where the Environment Group
found a maximum of 10 in June, plus numerous fledglings.
An interesting new location this year was Hebden, where 2
adults and a fledgling, known to be breeding nearby, were
seen in a garden. Further sightings of a single bird came in
November and December (RL&TF). In the Washburn up to 6
were recorded at John O’Gaunts, Snowden Moor, Leathley,
Bland Hill and Timble village. Here 3 or 4 pairs nested in old
house martin boxes, though young were not counted. One
Burley village count was of 14, and at Sun Lane 9 nests
produced 30 young (PRo). From this site, together with
nests at Clifton and Menston, Pete Roe reported an overall
total of 54 young from 19 nests, a productivity rate of 2.8,
somewhat below the 2016 level but greater than in 2015.
Single birds were at Denton Moor and Addingham Moorside,
and 8 were near Arthington in June. Up to 5 were reported
from gardens in Addingham, Otley and Burley, where
breeding took place in 2 gardens.
YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava
005 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: significant decline
over recent decades.
Traditional Dales haunts of this species in our area again
produced no sightings this year. An ‘immaculate’ male was
reported from east of Gallows Hill, Otley, on 9th May, with
two more reports of single birds coming from the same area
on 18th May and 30th June. 2 were at nearby Knotford on
20th June. Thus, breeding in the area seems a possibility,
though no obvious pair was seen together. The only other
report was of a single bird in flight at Burley Moor on 11th
May (AJ). BTO data again shows national sightings slightly
below average for recent years, with BBS data showing some
stabilisation of the species in the East of England.
GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea
082 Sightings/34 Sites
Common breeding resident/partial migrant.
This species continues to do relatively well in our area, and
sightings remained at a level typical of the previous few
years. In the UK generally, it is one of the waterside species
reported to have increased since 2010 (Defra). The species
was reported from slightly more locations in the north of
our area than in the south. The total number of sites for the
species has fallen slightly over the last four years, due to
fewer sites in the south. In particular, 2017 showed fewer
Washburn sightings. The southernmost reports were again
from Gallows Hill, Otley, and the species ranged up to
Halton Gill and Yockenthwaite. Littondale provided several
records, as did the Kettlewell and Grassington areas. One
was at Grimwith in June. Our first sighting of the year was
on 5th January at Hebden. Bolton Abbey Estate again had a
higher proportion of sightings than the Washburn. In March
and again in June, 5 were in the Bolton Abbey area, with 5
around Fewston and the neighbouring Washburn in April. 3
were at Lindley in March, similarly at John O’Gaunts in May.
A pair was at Burley in April. Breeding was noted at Arncliffe
in late May, and by the beginning of June adults and
juveniles were seen at Grassington and Howgill. In early July
an immature was at Otley weir and a family at
Yockenthwaite, and 2 immatures were at Ilkley riverside in
September. On 8th August a juvenile was in a Threshfield
garden, with 2 there on 19th. Single birds visited an
Addingham garden pond in September and December, and
an Otley garden for 4 days in November. Two returned there
on 28th December. In late November one was in a field well
away from the river at Leathley.

PIED WAGTAIL Motacilla alba
105 Sightings/47 Sites
Common breeding resident/partial migrant
Pied wagtail records were comparable to numbers in recent
years, sightings remaining widespread, and evenly divided
between the north and south of our area. There has been
some diminution over the last two years in Washburn
sightings for this species, but it was still reported from a
wide range of sites in that area. It was recorded from the
southernmost to the northernmost parts of our area and
through Littondale. However, numbers seen together were
noticeably lower than in 2016, and no Ilkley winter roost
was counted in 2017. In the first quarter of the year it
ranged from Knotford up to Hubberholme, 3 or 4 being the
maximum counted at any one site. Sightings proliferated
from April to June, with 12 in April between Grassington and
Burnsall, and 10 on the same route in May, 6 at Kettlewell in
early May and 6 at Strid Woods, mostly carrying food, in late
May. Others carrying food, or adult and juvenile, were
reported from Burnsall, Howgill and Linton in June. On 8th
July, 15 were on a John O’Gaunts and Scargill circuit,
including several juveniles (JF). A family group of 7 was at
Grimwith in early August, and the peak count of the year
was 37 in a field at Addingham on 26th September (DM). A
group of 7 was at Burnsall two days later, and 8 at Menston,
where in the summer a pair had raised 4 and 5 young from
2 broods (PRo). Just 1 or 2 were seen in southern locations
in November and December, including 1 or 2 in gardens in
Addingham and Otley. One had also been regular in the
same Otley garden in the first two months of the year.
TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis
022 Sightings/09 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor.
This is another long-distance migrant whose numbers are in
decline in England, though improving in Scotland (BBS). The
number of sites where it was reported in our area was
somewhat down on 2016, though several locations where it
was present last year were again occupied this year. With
the odd exception, numbers recorded were again generally
low, mostly no more than 2 or 3. The first arrival was
singing at Timble Ings on the relatively early date of 13th
April, and 2 were at this site in late May. The second sighting
was of 1 at Grass Wood on 6th May. By 11th May there were
3 singing and in song flight at the Sandwith Moor
plantation, from where several reports followed, the highest
count being 7 singing on 3rd June (AJ). Not far away,
Norwood Edge provided further records in May and June
with a maximum of 3 singing on 3rd June. Single birds were
at Farnley and Valley of Desolation in May and June. Later
sightings came from Bastow Wood where 2 were singing
between 15th June and 13th July, this date being the final one
for the species in our area. Further north, it was recorded at
Greenfield, and 2 were in song at Yockenthwaite on 17th
June.
MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis
068 Sightings/34 Sites
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor:
population in decline nationally but probably holding up
locally.
The number of sightings fell somewhat this year, mainly due
to fewer reported in the north of our area, though the
overall range of the species in our area seemed to hold up.
Maximum counts were not much different from 2016,
perhaps slightly down, though not necessarily in the same
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locations. There were 70 on Middleton Moor on 26th
September (RF), 35 at Addingham Moorside, 32 at Grimwith
and 25 on Threshfield Moor in August. 30 were on Burley
Moor in May. The first recorded birds were 3 at Timble on
21st February, small numbers were on Threshfield and
Barden Moors in early March, with 10 to 15 typical in late
March on moorland around Grassington, and on
Hawksworth Moor. 22 were at Hebden Beck in April and 17
on a Great Whernside walk in May, including 5 on the
summit (JP). Numbers of Washburn sightings were typical
of recent years, with 12 at John O’Gaunts the highest
Washburn count, in September. Snowden Moor, Scargill and
Sandwith Moor and Timble Ings all provided sightings, with
‘many’ at Kex Gill in September (TK**). In the north it was
also seen north of Kettlewell, at Buckden and Greenfield,
with a few in Littondale. By contrast, the last record of the
year was 26 at Weeton on 27th October.
CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population stable
Although the chaffinch remains common and widespread
throughout our area, and is one of the most widely reported
species, UK numbers overall have been declining in recent
years. Breeding abundance in Yorkshire has however
remained fairly steady (BBS). This overall population
decline, which has coincided with the spread of the disease
trichomonosis, has led
to fewer being seen in
gardens. The 2017 Big
Garden Birdwatch,
where chaffinch only
gets into the ‘top 10’ at
number 9, reports
chaffinch numbers 57%
down since 1979.
However, the RSPB has
since stated that 2017 was a good breeding season for the
species. It remains quite widely reported in gardens in our
area, though some way behind the most frequent species.
Maximum garden counts were often only 2 or 3, though 15
were in a Hebden garden in January, up to 8 at Burley, and 9
regular in Addingham. It was most prolific in some areas of
the countryside from March to June, with singing birds
obvious. 33 were at John O’Gaunts in late March, a count of
36 came from the Lindley area in April (E&PS), with 31 from
Buckden to Hubberholme, and 21 Burnsall to Grassington in
March (JF). 40 were in Strid Woods in June (E&PS), and 27
at Grimwith. However, other areas such as the Chevin, were
lower in numbers than expected. Autumn numbers were low
overall, with 6 the garden maximum, and 6 to 8 the most
reported in Strid Woods, and at Otley Wetland. There was
some good chaffinch autumn migration at Spurn, such as
300 on 30th September, and it would be interesting to know
more about autumn and winter movements in our area.
BRAMBLING Fringilla montifringilla
017 Sightings/10 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
The species was rather scarce in 2017. Whilst again many
reports involved single birds, some larger flocks were
recorded. Sightings were fairly evenly distributed between
the early months and autumn. On 10th January a flock of 35
was at Swinsty (RF), and the same day 25 were in Strid
Woods (RN**). The species was still present here on 23rd
January. Between February and April, single birds, separate
female and male, were occasional in 2 gardens in Burley.

Single males and females appeared periodically in
Addingham and Threshfield gardens between February and
April. 15 were at Barden View Point on 25th October, and 5
were at Timble Ings on 27th October, with 29 there on 11th
November. On 31st October a single bird was at Otley
Cemetery, and one was again briefly in an Addingham
garden. November brought a male to an Ilkley garden, and a
single bird periodically visited a garden in Otley, again in
December.
GREENFINCH Carduelis chloris
052 Sightings/29 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population increasing.
The range of sites from where this species was reported fell
back somewhat in the north of our area this year, though
total locations were near average for recent years. It was
recorded at Buckden and further north at Greenfield, though
not this year at Grimwith or in Littondale. It was present in
the south down to Weeton. Garden sightings remained at a
high proportion of the total, at over 45%, and it was one of
the most widely reported garden birds across our area. Most
garden counts were of up to 6, but 10 were in a Menston
garden in January, with a total of 16 in neighbouring
gardens in early February. Young were noted at Ilkley,
Addingham, Kilnsey and Threshfield. Numbers recorded in
the countryside were always low, mostly only 1 or 2,
including single birds at Otley Wetland and Gallows Hill.
Pairs were more frequently encountered in villages.
GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis
116 Sightings/51 Sites
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor:
population probably increasing.
Goldfinch sightings in the north of our area made quite a
recovery in 2017 after a drop in 2016, and sightings and
distribution of the species were around average for the past
few years. Reports from Grimwith returned, 45, one of the
larger counts of the year, recorded there in August. 42 were
around Hebden Beck in July, and 40 in January was the peak
count for Otley Wetland. 125 were at Kex Gill on 25th
September (KM**) and 300 around Sandwith Moor on 18th
October (BOG). Most counts of more than 10 were in the
south including the Washburn. Single figure counts were
more typical of villages in the north of our region, with small
numbers well up the Dale and in Littondale. Addingham
Environment Group recorded a maximum 17 in September.
Still one of the more widely reported garden visitors, up to
20 were not uncommon in an Otley garden, with autumn
counts of 15 in Burley and 12 in Ilkley in January. 6 in a
Threshfield garden in January were considered an unusually
high total. It bred in gardens at Menston and Burley.
SISKIN Carduelis spinus
048 Sightings/23 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
breeding population increasing.
Sightings of the species fell back slightly this year, but a
higher proportion came from the north of the area than in
2016, and the number of sites for the species remained
similar. Half of sightings were from gardens, where it is one
of the favourites to report. Mostly in the earlier part of the
year, but including July, siskins visited several gardens in
Kilnsey, Threshfield, Hebden and Grassington, where the
highest count was 6 in March, and juveniles were seen in
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June. Further south, it was reported from gardens in Burley,
where juveniles were seen in August, Otley, Ilkley and Ben
Rhydding, Menston and Addingham. Garden numbers were
generally small, with up to 7 recorded in Addingham and
Ilkley. In the countryside the largest flock was 60 at Otley
Wetland in January (K&PL, PP). 40 were at Sun Lane, Burley
in October, and early in the year 45 were seen feeding on the
ground in Ilkley (J&SS). In the Washburn numbers were
small, 6 plus at Norwood Edge in March was the most
counted, with sightings also at Farnley Lake, Timble Ings,
Fewston and John O’Gaunts. 45 were seen at Barden View
Point in September (BV**), and small numbers were seen at
Burnsall, Bastow Wood and Yockenthwaite. Single birds
were recorded at the Chevin and Strid Woods.
LINNET Carduelis cannabina
011 Sightings/09 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant: population declining.
This was a very poor year for the linnet, which was
distinctly scarce in our area in 2017, apparently absent from
some regular locations, only seen in small numbers, and
with sightings and locations possibly below the very low
level of 2013. There were only 4 Washburn sightings, from 3
locations. On 8th and 14th April, 2 or 3 were at Weeton. A
single bird was at Snowden Moor in May, with a pair and
immature together there on 25th August. 4 were on the
Chevin on 24th May. A pair and a separate single bird were
seen in the Menston area in May and
June, with 8 together in the area on
21st July and 8th August, and 1 on the
edge of Hawksworth Moor in July
(RF). Also in July, 2 were at Scargill
and a few at Draughton, and 2 were at
Stainburn in August. The sole
northern sighting was 5 at Grimwith
on 28th September.
LESSER REDPOLL Carduelis cabaret
033 Sightings/23 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population may be in shallow decline.
Again this year three quarters of sightings of the species
came from the south of our area, though reports of garden
visitors dropped from half of all sightings to under a third.
Compared to the previous year garden numbers were low,
no more than 2 at a time, from gardens in most towns and
villages from Otley up to Kilnsey, though 3 in a Grassington
garden in April were noted as very unusual. Most garden
reports were in the early months of the year. 3 were singing
at Bastow Wood, also 3 singing at Grimwith, in June, and 6
were at Yockenthwaite in July. The species was not however
reported from Otley Wetland this year. Compared to a high
count of 100 last December at Swinsty, the maximum there
this year was 20 in April. 6 at Lindley in April, 5 at Timble in
June and a small party at Draughton Heights in July were
other occasions when more than 2 to 4 were seen together.
‘Many’ were reported at Barden View Point on 13th
November (BOG), and ‘several’ at Timble Ings also that
month. In fact 38 were ringed at Timble Ings during the year
(see Ringing Report). A report back was received regarding a
lesser redpoll previously ringed at Timble Ings in October
2016, which was re-trapped near Woodbridge, Suffolk, later
in the same month. Strid Woods, Valley of Desolation, Ilkley
Tennis Club and Lindley Trout Farm were further locations
where 1 or 2 were seen during the year.

CROSSBILL Loxia curvirostra
012 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population
erratic due to irruptive behaviour.
In 2017 the species’ status in our area seemed fairly similar
to the previous year. In particular, a good number of 25
were reported from Norwood Edge on 31st May (AJ). On 8th
January there were 4 at Sandwith Moor plantation, followed
by 3 at Norwood Edge on 20th January and 5 at Sandwith
Moor on 19th May. At Timble Ings, 2 were recorded on 21st
February and 5th May, and 1 on 26th May. At least 15 were
seen at Timble Ings on 3rd November, with 14 present on 1st
November. Several were at Swinsty on 17th September, and
a single bird was at Norwood Edge on 26th November. One
was in a Burley garden on 8th September, making two
further visits till 18th October.
BULLFINCH Pyrrhula pyrrhula
075 Sightings/31 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable with
stronghold in Washburn.
Sightings and number of sites for this species again
increased in 2017, though the vast majority of sightings were
from the south of our area. Sightings numbers at Otley
Wetland this year surpassed those from the Washburn. The
comment made ‘doing well in lower Wharfedale’ could well
summarise the species (PBR). In the north it was recorded
well up the Dale at Greenfield, but otherwise only as an
occasional November or December visitor to gardens at
Hebden and Kilnsey. Bolton Abbey sightings fell back this
year, though 6 were seen on a walk including Valley of
Desolation in October (JP). The Otley Wetland maximum
count was 5 in February and August, and 4 were seen
together at Menston, also near Knotford, and at Norwood
Bottom. In the first quarter, 6 birds, mixed sexes, were
regular in an Otley residential street. The species was easy to
find from Weeton and Arthington up to Addingham and
Draughton, including at BRGP and Sun Lane, Burley.
Although well reported from various Washburn locations,
the only reservoirs where it was recorded were Lindley and
John O’Gaunts. Garden records comprised 27% of all
sightings, with 5 in one Ilkley garden in September, and 4 in
another in December.
HAWFINCH Coccothraustes coccothraustes
009 Sightings/05 Sites
Rare visitor
One was reported from Farnley Lake on 12th March (A.
Jowett & M. Cunningham). The previous record was of up to
4 birds in a Hebden garden during January 2011. This
autumn, however, from late October, an invasion of possibly
record numbers of continental birds of this species spread
across the country, more widespread in central and southern
England. In our area a small number were seen at a few
locations, elusive and mostly reported by one observer. The
following are reports submitted to WNS recorder, all from AJ
unless otherwise attributed: 4 at Ilkley Cemetery, 30th
October, 2 at Otley Cemetery 31st October, 4 at Strid Woods
1st November (also reported J&FTo), 1 at Ilkley Cemetery
23rd December (JM), 3 at Ilkley Cemetery, and an hour later
2 nearby in Middleton Woods, 28th December, 2 at Ilkley
Cemetery 30th December. Some additional sightings from
similar dates and locations were made via BOG.
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SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax nivalis
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant/winter visitor.
Following a blank year for this species in our area in 2016,
just one record was received in 2017. A single bird was
recorded at the Lower Barden reservoir on 10th October
(GHo**).
YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella
008 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce breeding resident whose population has severely
declined, but is still found in the extreme south of the area.
The Weeton area continued in 2017 to support a small
population of this species. A female was seen there in
February and March. A pair, plus separately another male
and a female were reported on 9th June, and an adult with
at least two immature birds was there in late August. 2 were
reported in October, also in December. Additionally, a single
was at Knotford on 25th March, and a female was reported
on 6th October from the Coldstone Beck area of Burley
Moor, a site known for the species in previous years (JEH).
REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus
038 Sightings/19 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: population
probably stable.
This bunting remained stable in sightings and distribution,
notably more frequent in the south of our area, and
occasionally in reasonably good numbers. Northern records
were again restricted to Grimwith and the Grassington area,
with 4 on Threshfield Moor in March and 5 singing at
Grimwith on 13th June (GL). The highest count, lower than
last year, was 6 at Timble Ings in February. A high
proportion of sightings again came from the Washburn and
Otley Wetland, Scargill being a favoured site though no more
than 2 were seen together. Reports came from Otley
Wetland through the year, with 3 or 4 seen on occasion. It
was seen in the south at Weeton and Arthington, Several
records came from High Royds at Menston, where there
were 4 in February, also from Hawksworth, Burley and
Barden Moors, Ilkley, Chelker and Draughton. Single birds
were reported from gardens in Threshfield, Otley and Ilkley,
all between January and April.
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Ringing report
Species

Full grown Pulli Retraps/recoveries Total
Timble Ings (J Middleton, A Jowett)
Tawny Owl
1
3
2
6
Wren
5
5
Robin
3
3
Blackbird
3
3
Song Thrush
1
1
Redwing
27
27
Chiffchaff
16
16
Goldcrest
62
2
62
Long-tailed Tit
6
1
7
Coal Tit
11
11
Blue Tit
2
2
Great Tit
2
2
Siskin
12
12
Lesser Redpoll
38
38
Reed Bunting
1
1
Thruscross area (J Middleton, A Jowett)
Barn Owl
1
1
2
Redstart
2
7
9
Pied Flycatcher
1
19
1
21
Otley Wetland (J Middleton, A Jowett)
Kingfisher
1
1
Sand Martin
19
19
Swallow
66
66
Wren
2
2
Dunnock
1
1
Robin
2
1
3
Blackbird
2
2
Sedge Warbler
3
1
4
Reed Warbler
38
4
8
50
Whitethroat
1
1
Garden Warbler
2
2
Blackcap
9
9
Chiffchaff
9
9
Willow Warbler
7
7
Long-tailed Tit
16
16
Coal Tit
2
2
4
Blue Tit
13
6
19
Great Tit
9
8
17
Nuthatch
1
1
2
Treecreeper
2
2
Chaffinch
2
2
Bullfinch
8
2
10
Reed Bunting
6
1
7
N.B. Recoveries are birds that are recaptured at the site and can include birds ringed originally
at the site or elsewhere. This year all recoveries listed are birds originally ringed by us at the site
name they are listed on. Some of the Reed Warbler retraps are birds ringed last year at Otley and
returned to the site (JM).
Folly Hall Woods area: Colin Harrison
Pied Flycatcher
4
11
15
A further 11 adults were retrapped - 10 of these having been hatched in Folly Hall Woods, Dob
Park, Low Snowden, or Swinsty Woods. 3 of the 10 were hatched in 2016 -the rest in 2015 or
2014.The ringing data of the other adult is not yet available from BTO (CoH)..

70

Botany Report 2017
IT IS NOT TOO LATE for you to send in plant records to go
towards the publishing of Atlas 2020.
Please think about recording what you find - even on a
short walk, or as garden weeds. Records are always
welcome, and I will be glad to help with identification,
where necessary.
The first plant atlas for Britain was published in 1962 by
the Botanical Society of the British Isles (BSBI), and
pioneered the use of dot-maps, aligned to the OS grid. A
repeat atlas was published in 2002, based on fieldwork
carried out between 1987 and 1999.
A third atlas is now being produced, Atlas 2020, to be
published after fieldwork is completed in 2019.
It will provide:
maps for both native and introduced taxa;
interactive maps able to display frequency and
distribution at a variety of scales;
analyses of changes, summarising the state of the
British & Irish flora in 2020.
Plant records collected in the field and held in the BSBI's
central database (the DDb) from 2000 to the end of 2019
will be used. The records are being collected on a 2 x 2km
square (tetrad) precision or better.
It would be great if you could have the satisfaction of
being part of it. (Don't be put off by Latin names. Plant
common names only are quite acceptable!)
New Taxon Records
i) Established British Taxa
Cyperus Sedge (Carex pseudocyperus) was recorded on our
Draughton walk, in an area where garden rubble and waste
have been dumped. In part of
this area, the drainage was
impeded, with standing
water, and this plant of
swampy sites was found here,
maybe a garden pond
discard? It has a scattered
distribution in Britain, and
has a distinguishing lower
bract on the flowering stem,
which is very much longer
than the flowering part.
Narrow-leaved Meadowgrass (Poa angustifolia). Our
first record for this native
plant in our area has been
made by BBG, from the
Swinsty Reservoir meeting.
Cyperus sedge (BB)
The species is not uncommon,
but has been overlooked by WNS recorders. We must look
more carefully!
A plant of Salsify (Tragopogon porrifolius) was recorded
by AB from a garden on Leeds Road, Ilkley. This plant has
purple flowers and edible roots, and is sometimes called the
‘Vegetable Oyster’.
It originated in the Mediterranean area.
ii) Recent Introductions
If a forestry plantation gets the growing conditions right,
then seed from mature trees can germinate, giving natural
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regeneration. BNB has found young trees so grown of
several different coniferous species in various parts of Otley
Chevin Forest Park. These are: Giant Fir (Abies grandis),
Noble Fir (A. procera), Lawson's Cypress (Chamaecyparis
lawsoniana), Western Hemlock-spruce (Thuja heterophylla)
and Western Red-cedar (T. plicata).
Aubretia (Aubrieta deltoidea) was another find on our
Draughton Height walk, and a first record for this wellknown garden plant.
Thunberg's Barberry (Berberis thunbergii) was found
growing in the Swinsty Reservoir area on a BBG walk. It had
probably been bird-sown.
Two bellflowers turned up, both flowering well, on our
Draughton walk. One was Canterbury-bells (Campanula
medium) and the other Peach-leaved Bellflower (C.
persicifolia), which naturalises easily. They are both
European species.
Greater Knapweed (Centaurea scabiosa) was found near
Ghaistrill's Strid, Grassington, by SW, also Common
Restharrow (Ononis repens) in good amounts.
Several plants with pale pink flowers turned up in an
Ilkley garden. The four petals with a long ‘claw’ reminded
NV of Clarkia (not really popular these days). DAB, our BSBI
Recorder for VC 64 thought it was Clarkia unguiculata,
possibly growing from bird seed. (via AR)
A hardy Geranium grown in gardens for its marbled
green leaves, and called Geranium orientali-tibeticum (no
common name), was found on our walk at Draughton
Height. There was a large clump on the far side of a steep
ditch, presumably a ‘throw-out. DAB thinks it may be a ‘first’
for finding this species naturalised, not just in Yorkshire, but
maybe in all of Great Britain & Ireland!
Tall Tutsan (Hypericum x inodorum), a cross between
Tutsan (H. androsaemum) and Stinking Tutsan (H.
hircinum), it was found in the Swinsty area on a BBG walk.
Its name tells you that it does not inherit the unpleasant
smell of one parent!
Our first record, and some of us hope, our last, for
American Skunk-cabbage (Lysichiton americanum) came in
April this year, when one plant was seen by PB & J B already
in flower in a corner of the Lower Tarn. This plant is
notifiable, so we reported it to Bradford Council, and it was
promptly removed and destroyed before it had chance to
seed. Richard Perham, Bradford Council, said that he was
concerned that he would not recognise the plant. However,
its bright yellow spathe was a big give-away!
In 2016, CH found a small plant growing on a wall in
Otley Town Centre, which had seeded in from a nearby
hanging basket. BNB confirmed in 2017 that it was
Persicaria capitata, which has attractive flower heads like
little pink pompons. According to our reference book by
Stace, it is not fully
hardy.
A type of Lawn
Lobelia (Pratia
pedunculata) - was
found in a garden lawn
in Addingham by HMB &
NV. This little New
Zealander is a member
of the Campanulaceae,
its flowers are pale blue,
and the fruit is a berry.
DAB was applied to for
help in naming it, and

said that it turns up in garden centres and can be ‘a real
thug’!
See Other Miscellaneous Records for mystery
speedwells (Veronica) at Threshfield Quarry.
Garden Pansy (Viola x wittrockiana) was recorded twice
as a naturalised plant, firstly in Otley town centre in
February, in the pavement (BNB) and secondly in our
Draughton walk, among garden rubble (WNS).
New Site Records
i) Special
A new site for the rare Silky Lady's-mantle (Alchemilla
glaucescens) was found at Weybecks pasture by a small WNS
group, also for 14 other species. I think we also had a new
site for this lady's-mantle in Deepdale meadows, when taken
there by Peter Katic (National Trust, Upper Wharfedale),
although it could have been recorded by Helen Lefevre in
1979, details of the exact site are not clear.
Lime-loving Green Spleenwort (Asplenium viride) was
found in limestone scree in Kilnsey Low Ox Pasture by PM.
We have few records for Various-leaved Water-starwort
(Callitriche platycarpa). It was found in the draw-down zone
on the north side of Grimwith Reservoir. BNB/ WNS
A great find! - One plant of the rare Frog Orchid
(Coeloglossum viride) was found by PM at High Ox Pasture.
This small plant has greenish flowers, and is easily
overlooked. It is one of the species targeted in the recent
Threatened Plants Project. PM also found 2 flower spikes of
Dark-red Helleborine (Epipactis atrorubens) in the same
area,
A plant of Brittle Bladder-fern (Cystopteris fragilis) was
found at Grimwith, where the track crosses an inflow into
the reservoir. We tend to think of this plant as found on
lime-bearing rocks, but it can also occur where, as here,
there are mortared bricks or stones. (WNS meeting)
A plant of Hybrid Buckler-fern (Dryopteris x deweveri)
was seen growing at the edge of a stream at Lindley Green.
(BNB) Its parents are Narrow Buckler-fern (D. carthusiana)
and Broad Buckler-fern (D. dilatata).
A star find on our Arncliffe walk, found in limestone
pavement above a steep field, was one plant of Dark-red
Helleborine, a rare orchid in a typical situation. In the same
area, a plant of Rigid Buckler-fern (Dryopteris submontana)
was growing, again a very rare plant, along with Lily-of-thevalley (Convallaria majalis) and Lesser Meadow-rue
(Thalictrum minus). What a good hunting-ground!
The star plant of AMG's year was the appearance of one
plant of Broad-leaved Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine) in
her garden in October! Another new site for it was found at
Dob Park by NF, who saw one plant there. Our next nearest
site is Swinsty Reservoir area.
Our meeting at Grimwith Reservoir brought a new site
for Fen Bedstraw (Galium uliginosum). A visit to Kex Gill by
BNB & JW brought another. We have few records for this
little plant found in base-rich wet places, probably because it
gets over-looked, or mis-named as Common Marshbedstraw (G. palustre). BNB has now trained himself to
check the leaves. Those of Fen Bedstraw have a clear sharp
point or mucro, whereas those of Common Marsh-bedstraw
do not. Also, the anthers of Fen Bedstraw are yellow,
whereas in Marsh-bedstraw they are red. BNB and JW also
found Fen Bedstraw in Kex valley bottom near the beck.
A wonderful site for Field Gentian (Gentianella
campestris) was found by PM while checking his butterfly
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transects in 2013. This lovely little plant is rare and
decreasing, and was one of the plants in the Threatened
Plants Project. However, in 2017 PM found an amazing 300+
plants at High Ox Pasture.
When surveying at Nethergill Farm, Oughtershaw, GH
recorded 10 plants of Fragrant-orchid (Gymnadenia
conopsea).
One plant of Bristly Ox-tongue (Helminthotheca
echioides) appeared in a garden in Burley-in-Wharfedale,
and recorded by BS & PS.
Common Mallow (Malva sylvestris). I find that there have
been no records for this plant in over 20 years! It was found
growing in a lay-by near Fewston, along with the cheerful
orange Fox-&-cubs (Pilosella aurantiaca). (NV) Possibly both
were of garden origin.
Two more sites for the recently-discovered Hybrid
Forget-me-not (Myosotis x bollandica) were found. The first
was by BNB & SW on a recce for the WNS meeting at
Crawshaw Moss. The parents of this hybrid are Trailing
Forget-me-not (M. secunda) and the much less common
northern Pale Forget-me-not (M. stolonifera). Plants of
Dioecious Sedge (Carex dioica) were also found nearby. The
other site was on Cracoe Fell, found be BNB. In both places,
the plants were flowering freely, but were sterile.
Another find on our Grimwith visit was Mudwort
(Limosella aquatica), in the draw-down zone on the north
side of the reservoir. This small plant is very rare, and it was
a welcome find. Sadly, it is decreasing in Britain. (WNS)
A new colony of the fragrant Winter Heliotrope (Petasites
fragrans) was seen by BNB on Curly Hill, Ilkley, in
December. He says "it was no doubt originally planted, but is
spreading well". In view of the fact that our only other
known site for the species, near the Riverside Hotel in Ilkley
is not likely to continue much longer, as it is getting
overgrown by brambles (MHA), and was seen to have only
one flower head in December (CH).
Soft Shield-fern (Polystichum setiferum) was recorded by
BNB at Otley, Gallows Hill NR, near the water's edge, on the
north bank of the river Wharfe near Ilkley Old Bridge, and in
Addingham by West Hall Beck, where it was side-by-side
with its relative, Hard Shield-fern (P. aculeatum).
Lesser Pondweed (Potamogeton pusillus) was found in a
pond by HMB & NV, when surveying on Addingham Golf
Course, and identified by BNB.
A group of over 100 Bird's-eye Primrose (Primula
farinosa) was seen by a member of the Grass Wood working
party, Birgit Hanson, in a grassy area of Threshfield Quarry,
and verified by CH. This is a welcome new site.
There are some interesting roses in the Timble area. BNB
identified some bushes at the crossroads as Sweet Briar
(Rosa rubiginosa). The flowers are a good clear pink, and the
glandular hairs on the undersides of the leaves give off an
apple fragrance when crushed.
NF recorded lots of Cloudberry (Rubus chamaemorus)
over a wide area of Darnbrook Fell. We do have an earlier
record from this site, but it was from Helen Lefevre in 1937!
NF also recorded over 50 Mountain Pansies (Viola lutea) in
flower.
Northern Dock (Rumex longifolius) mostly gets recorded
from roadside verges, where, sadly it is at risk of being
targeted with weed-killers. It is a handsome plant, and it
was nice to find it at Grimwith, by the path to the thatched
barn. (WNS) It was also found in the road verge at Shepherd
Hill, Fewston. (NV)

At the start of our Arncliffe meeting, Purple Willow (Salix
purpurea) was found in the lane behind the pub. It was also
recorded from the north bank of the Wharfe, Ilkley, near the
Toll Bridge by BNB. It is typically a plant of wet ground, and,
unusually for a willow, it has its leaves in opposite pairs.
A hybrid between plants of 2 different genera is unusual,
but an example was found on the BBG meeting in fields at
Conistone, where Hybrid Fescue (X Schedololium loliaceum)
was recorded. The parents are Meadow Fescue (Schedonorus
pratensis) and Perennial Rye-grass (Lolium perenne). Only
one parent (the rye-grass) was present, although two other
members of the other genus were nearby, namely Tall
Fescue (S. arundinaceus) and Giant Fescue (S. giganteus).
We have one other record for the hybrid, from Redlish Road,
but that needs confirming.
BNB recorded a new colony of Wood Clubrush (Scirpus
sylvaticus) growing on the north bank of the river Wharfe
near the Toll Bridge.
Green Figwort (Scrophularia umbrosa). A small colony
was found in the verge of the Draughton Height track. It is
an uncommon plant of damp places.
A large colony of White Stonecrop (Sedum album) was
found at Menston, where a bridleway crosses the railway
line. (BNB)
Goldenrod (Solidago virgaurea) was recorded from Sleets
Gill, Littondale, by PM. He also found Grass-of-Parnassus
(Parnassia palustris) there.
Two new sites were found for the Hybrid Woundwort
(Stachys x ambigua), one of them in the wide verge of My
Love Lane, Fewston. It was a large colony, found by NV and
checked by BNB. The other was found by the edge of Swinsty
Reservoir on a BBG meeting. It is quite a common hybrid, its
parents being Marsh Woundwort (S. palustris) and Hedge
Woundwort (S. sylvatica). At the Swinsty site, both parents
were found nearby.
One plant of the attractive Common Meadow-rue
(Thalictrum flavum), with its airy yellow flowers, was seen
in a small meadow on Otley Chevin. (BNB)
Several plants of Western Gorse (Ulex gallii) were found
on the bridleway on Guiseley Moor by BNB. It is much less
common in our area than Gorse (U. europaeus), but it is
always worth checking the flowers to be sure.
ii) Other New Site Records
Fool's Parsley (Aethusa cynapium) was found on a roadside
bank in Nesfield village. (BNB) It is easily detected by its
long hanging bracteoles below the heads of small white
flowers.
Few-flowered Garlic (Allium paradoxum) was recorded
from Knotford Nook by ES, via AMG.
We have many records for Wood Anemone (Anemone
nemorosa). It is a popular spring plant. However, a new site
found at Otley of a good size colony is a first, and a pleasing
find by CH, who also noted a small patch of Red Deadnettle
(Lamium purpureum) nearby.
Barren Brome (Anisantha sterilis) was spotted near a bus
stop in Ben Rhydding. (BNB)
Borage (Borago officinalis) was found as a garden escape
on the south bank of the Wharfe, Ilkley. (CH, BNB)
Red Valerian (Centranthus ruber). The red-flowered form
was found on a rubble dump on our WNS walk at
Draughton, also by BNB at Ben Rhydding near the Toll
Bridge. BNB also found the white-flowered form in an Otley
hedgerow.
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A colony of Common Blue-sowthistle (Cicerbita
macrophylla) was admired growing against a dry stone wall
at Draughton Height, with its lovely china blue flowers. (NV)
The hybrid between two common thistles, Cirsium x
celakovskianum, was found on a BBG meeting in fields above
Conistone. The parents are Creeping Thistle (C. arvense) and
Marsh Thistle (C. palustre).
Our botany reference book by Stace lists 86 different
species for Cotoneasters. Birds often scatter the seeds after
enjoying the berries. We have records of several species, but
few records of any one. Sorting them out is not easy. In
October, BNB & CH found 2 plants (i) Diels' Cotoneaster
(Cotoneaster dielsianus) and (ii) Hjelmqvist's Cotoneaster
(C. hjelmqvistii), both near the edge of the A65 in the Ben
Rhydding area. Also, FH found a third species, Bullate
Cotoneaster (C. rehderi) in a lane on Otley Chevin and
checked by BNB.
New Zealand Pigmyweed (Crassula helmsii) seen by a
WNS group in the draw-down zone of Grimwith Reservoir
was not looking too healthy. Maybe it was near its limits for
successful growth for this often unwanted thug.
DM, on a butterfly hunt at Chelker Reservoir, recorded
Common Spotted-orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsii) growing near
the water's edge.
Our walk at Draughton Height brought a new site for
several native species, as well as a variety of others. The
native species included Southern Marsh-orchids (D.
praetermissa) and Common Spotted-orchid.
Awned Common Couch (Elytrigia repens var. aristata)
was found in fields at Conistone. (BBG meeting)
Common Whitlow-grass (Erophila verna). This little
ephemeral was found in two spots in Otley, a concrete yard,
grown over, and on cobbles outside a tea room. Its seed pods
look much like little Honesty pods.
Hedgerow Crane's-bill (Geranium pyrenaicum) is a
species for which we have occasional records. BNB found a
new site fir it at the roadside in Nesfield village.
At the back of a car pull-in on Keighley Road, Addingham,
a good plant of Bleeding Hearts (Lamprocapnos spectabilis)
was spotted, no doubt someone's discard, but a really
beautiful one. (NV)
Himalayan Honeysuckle (Leycesteria formosa) was found
growing at the edge of a plantation, seen on our Draughton
Height walk. (WNS)
BNB recorded two apple trees this year, a) Apple (Malus
pumila), a small tree at the roadside, Greenhow Hill Road,
and b) Crab Apple (M. Sylvestris), on a bridleway at
Menston. NV recorded one Apple tree in the roadside hedge
of Wydra Lane, Fewston, and another in the hedge at
Sandbeds, Addingham.
A pull-off on the A65 in Ilkley produced 2 finds for CH &
BNB. These were Wood Melick (Melica uniflora) and
Reflexed Stonecrop (Sedum rupestre).
At Grimwith, we found Greater Plantain (Plantago
major). No great surprise, as its flat rosettes of leaves are
common where grass is short and trampled. However, the
plant has 2 sub-species, P.m. major and P.m. intermedia. P.
m. intermedia is a far less common subspecies, and it was
found here in the draw down zone of the reservoir, as it also
is in the Washburn valley. Whereas P.m. major leaves have 5
- 9 veins, those of P.m. intermedia have 3 - 5, and are more
pointed, among other differences.
BNB continues to add to his list of sites for Polypody
ferns. He found Common Polypody (Polypodium vulgare)

near Bow Bridge, Linton Falls, and by the river's edge at
New House, Deepdale (on a WNS meeting). He also found
Intermediate Polypody (P. interjectum) on a wall in Well
Lane, Linton.
We had 2 new sites for Dutch Rose (Rosa 'Hollandica').
This is a rugosa-type rose, with rich pink flowers. NV found
a large colony of it at My Love Lane, Thruscross (det. BNB)
and BNB & CH found it at Ilkley on the south bank of the
river Wharfe, near the stepping stones. This plant can grow
into dense patches, and its stems are thickly covered with
prickles and even finer acicles.
A long colony of Tall Fescue (Schedonorus arundinaceus)
was seen along the verge of the A59 at the Halton East turnoff, along with Goat's-beard (Tragopogon pratensis). (NV)
A new site for Tansy (Tanacetum vulgare) was spotted in
the verge of the A65 west of Ilkley. (NV) It has decorative
leaves and yellow button-flowers, but can be invasive, so
may be a garden cast-off.
Bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara) was found in the
Swinsty Reservoir area on a BBG meeting.
Fringe-cups (Tellima grandiflora) This quietly successful
N. American plant was found at 4 new sites, 2 at the
northern edge of Ilkley Moor, and one near Middleton Lodge.
(PB & JB) CH also reported it along a lane to the White
House, Otley Chevin. Stace states that it sets "abundant
seed".
An odd find at Grimwith Reservoir, by the trackside, was
one plant of Bread Wheat (Triticum aestivum), a little
surprising in this non-arable area, but as we walked on, a
Land Rover came past carrying young game birds for release
on the moors. Hence the need for wheat seed! (WNS)
A plant of Great Mullein (Verbascum thapsus) was
spotted by OM in Cattle Market Street, Otley.
Our May survey of Lord Burlington's Wood, Barden,
carried out 10 years after our last visit, and 25 years since
the trees were planted, produced a new site for just one
woodland species, Wood Speedwell (Veronica montana).
Common Field-speedwell (Veronica persica) was found on
top of the Chevin, at the roadside of Yorkgate, (BNB) and it
was found by JH & NV on a track between arable fields on
Stainburn Bank.
Other Miscellaneous Records
Some fine plants of Lords-&-ladies (Arum maculatum) were reported on banking in Bridge Lane, Ilkley by FP.
On the stone walls of Burnside, Addingham, NV has
recorded 4 ferns, including Wall-rue (Asplenium rutamuraria) and Hart's-tongue (A. scolopendrium), as well as
Wall Lettuce (Mycelis muralis), Marjoram (Origanum
vulgare) and Ivy-leaved Toadflax) (Cymbalaria muralis).
Below the wall, at the edges of Town Beck, there were
Hemp-agrimony (Eupatorium cannabinum), Large Bittercress (Cardamine amara) and Marsh Marigold (Caltha
palustris) among others.
White-flowered Heather (Calluna vulgaris) was seen near
Buckstones on the WNS walk to Crawshaw Moss, and whiteflowered Harebells (Campanula rotundifolia) looked lovely
in a field at Arncliffe,and was also seen on a WNS meeting.
A short, but colourful, length of verge was seen by NV at
the top of Shepherd Hill, Blubberhouses. In flower were
Harebell, Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Autumn
Hawkbit (Scorzoneroides autumnalis) and Common Bird'sfoot-trefoil (Lotus corniculatus).
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PB & JB recorded finding Marsh Willowherb (Epilobium
palustre) on lower Ilkley Moor. Nothing particularly special
about that, except that it is really nice to receive reports of
the less flashy members of the plant community, so easily
ignored. Well done!
High Ox Pasture produced a good plant list for HMB. She
found Dropwort (Filipendula vulgaris), Creeping Willow
(Salix repens), Devil's-bit Scabious (Succisa pratensis) and
Common Rockrose (Helianthemum nummularium) among
others.
10 flowering spikes of Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem (Gagea
lutea) were counted at the usual site in Strid Woods by AMG.
The odd plant of Spanish Broom (Genista hispanica)
found by the River Wharfe in Ilkley continues to do well.
(MHA)
A single plant of Autumn Gentian (Gentianella amarella)
reported from Conistone fields by CH, an early flowerer in
July.
A short walk on Stainburn Bank, between arable fields,
produced records for Cut-leaved Crane's-bill (Geranium
dissectum), Feverfew (Tanacetum parthenium) and Red and
White Deadnettles (Lamium purpureum & L. album), with
about 40 other species listed. (JH & NV)
The Daniel Palmer Nature Reserve, Addingham was due
to be visited on the village's Environment Day, May 13th. On
a preliminary recce, NV found 10 species to add to the site
list, including Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Ramsons
(Allium ursinum), Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus minor),
Stinking Iris (Iris foetidissima), Sweet Cicely (Myrrhis
odorata), Meadow Foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis) and
Smooth Meadow-grass (Poa pratensis).
Field Scabious (Knautia arvensis) was recorded by NF
around the Monk's Road. NF commented that some plants
had really pink flowers, instead of the usual blue.
Toothwort (Lathraea squamaria). At a site on the south
bank of the Wharfe, east of Otley, previously recorded, GH
found 14 flower spikes this year. CH reported that the site at
the river confluence area at Leathley had over 30 flowering
shoots growing from a large fallen tree trunk, as well as
more in the ground - maybe the end is near for its host-tree,
and the whole colony?
Dittander (Lepidium latifolium) is basically a seaside
plant, but it is spreading slowly on some of our roads. Our
first record was from the A59 west of Blubberhouses in the
1990s, found by JH. BNB & JW found a new site for it rather
further west again, near the quarry entrance. Another new
site is by the A65, west of Ilkley, seen by NV.
Rubbish tips are often good hunting grounds for
botanists. BNB had a look at one near a bridleway on
Guiseley Moor, just inside our recording area, and made
several finds. These included Wood Forget-me-not (Myosotis
sylvatica), Sun Spurge (Euphorbia helioscopia) and Petty
Spurge (E. peplus), Red Deadnettle, Snow-in-summer
(Cerastium tomentosum), Shasta Daisy (Leucanthemum x
superbum), and Weld (Reseda luteola). Some of these
discards can survive for years if undisturbed.
The Bird's-nest Orchid (Neottia nidus-avis) population in
Grass Wood had 6 flower spikes this year, of which 3 were
really good. (AMG, AT)
One plant of Twayblade (Neottia ovata) was reported by
DH from Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits.
A walk in Lower Grass Wood by the river gave CH some
good finds, including Devil's-bit Scabious with both pinkand blue-flowered plants. She found Good-King-Henry
(Chenopodium bonus-henricus), Betony (Betonica officinalis)

and Marsh Woundwort, too. SW also reported Marsh
Woundwort from the same area.

Kex Gill East
John Webb (JW) reported on plants he’d found in Kex Gill,
specifically the ravine heading east from the old quarry in
the Blubberhouses direction, adjacent to the A59 where it
begins to descend from its summit on Blubberhouses Moor.
Starting from the quarry entrance (SE135553) JW noted a
couple of Southern Marsh-orchid on the side road to the
A59. This southern plant is slowly extending its range north
and it was interesting to see it coping with such an exposed
site at 300 metres altitude. He took the footpath skirting the
rim of the ravine through what appeared to be a square mile
extent of tall bracken under which Climbing Corydalis
(Ceratocapnos claviculata) was the only plant of note. A
direct descent was thus not practicable at first, but on
nearing a plantation edge it was possible to cautiously drop
down a small side stream passing an old lead mine and spoil
heap still devoid of vegetation due to toxic metal content.
The bottom of the ravine was marshy and rushy but
much more interesting for floral diversity with Marsh
Pennywort (Hydrocotyle vulgaris), Marsh Cinquefoil
(Comarum palustre) and Angelica (Angelica sylvestris) for
example along with more acidic sphagnum species, Bog
Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum), Cranberry (Vaccinium
oxycoccus) and heathier clumps of Ling (Calluna vulgaris)
and Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus). JW also counted around
12 Common Spotted-orchids.
BNB was invited to a return visit a week later (22 June)
when around 100 Common Spotted-orchids were then in
flower. Further plants of interest and confirming slightly
enriched conditions included Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus
minor), Fen Bedstraw (Galium uliginosum), Greater
Stitchwort (Stellaria holostea), Marsh Arrow-grass
(Triglochin palustris) and Sneezewort (Achillea ptarmica).
JW’s initial list had now been expanded to 140 species when
more grasses, sedges and ferns had been added.
There are future plans to bypass the adjacent twisty bit of
the descending A59 which is subject to landslips, by a route
yet to be decided, so information on good floral habitats
hereabouts could become relevant.

Report by John Webb and Bruce Brown
Threshfield Quarry
Threshfield Quarry is a relatively new venue for WNS
botanists. Bruce Brown led a meeting there for us in 2014,
and BBG visited in May this year. The site now has a good
network of paths to explore, and its vegetation will be in a
state of change for many years, as the old wounds of
quarrying gradually heal.
The BBG visit produced about 30 additions to our 2014
species list, including Hairy Rock-cress (Arabis hirsuta) and
Green Spleenwort (Asplenium viride). In a corner on the
quarry floor, one wet wall surface was covered by many
plants of Green Spleenwort and Herb Robert.
In the short grassland, Flea Sedge (Carex pulicaris),
Common Twayblade (Neottia ovata) and Early-purple
Orchid (Orchis mascula) were new. Near the entrance a
patch of Water Figwort (Scrophularia auriculata) was an
addition. (Later in the year, NV found it disappearing fast
into the gut of a smart but hungry Mullein Moth caterpillar!)
BBG also added Stone Bramble (Rubus saxatilis) and
Almond Willow (Salix triandra) to the list.
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However, in one corner, two clumps of plants had
everyone foxed, so in late June a small group re-visited, and
found not 2, but about 10 of the mystery plants, all now in
flower, with attractive spikes of blue flowers. They were
clearly speedwells, but which? Our specimens varied in
plant height, leaf shape and hairiness. They showed a
mixture of characteristics of two species of speedwell Garden Speedwell (Veronica longifolia) and Spiked
Speedwell (V. spicata). Garden Speedwell is a European
species, whereas Spiked Speedwell is native to S. England,
and rare. Both plants are variable, and can interbreed giving
fertile offspring. Both are grown as garden plants. Some of
our plants were densely silvery-hairy, others far less hairy.
It looks as if this Threshfield population is the result of
interbreeding of material of garden origin, possibly from
both species. Such plants are known to become naturalised
on rough ground. Does anyone fancy doing some DNA tests?

Flourishing Plants This Year
The Soft Lady's-mantle colony, which borders a footpath at
Grimwith, continues to spread, with small young plants
forging ahead. (WNS meeting)
In 1984, JH recorded 1 plant of Few-flowered Garlic by a
riverside path in Otley. In 2010, CH reported there were "a
few plants" there. Now in 2017, CH records the species
growing "over a large area". This species can colonise open
ground very successfully, as it is doing here.
At Sun Lane NR, PR says it was "the best year yet" for
Marsh Marigolds, with 102 flowers counted in March. The
previous best was in 2016, with 86. PR says the plant is
making a steady increase, year on year.
PR counted a mere 835 Common Spotted-orchids this
year at Sun Lane. (The best score was in 2014, with 1450!)
PR reports that the colony of Southern Marsh-orchids is
spreading at its site at the side of a roundabout on the Otley
by-pass, a colourful addition to the verge. In 2016, the flower
count was 394, but in 2017, it reached a wonderful 570!
Broad-leaved Helleborine appears to be holding its own at
the north edge of Ilkley Moor still (21 flower stems at 2
areas) (PB & JB), also in the plantation next to Otley by-pass
(seen by MB, and by CH, who visited later and counted 13
stems).
Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem. Over 300 flowering plants
were recorded in the field near Ilkley Old Bridge by PB & JB.
AB said that it was "doing better than ever" under the beech
trees by the football field, Denton Road. This is amazing,
considering how much interference they get.
HMB saw hundreds of Autumn Gentian on a walk at High
Ox Pasture. The two little Gentianella species seem to have
‘boom years’, and this has been one.
AA & DA reported good numbers of Fragrant-orchids
(Gymnadenia sp.) and Common Spotted-orchids seen from
the riverside path at Yockenthwaite, also Greater Butterflyorchids (Platanthera chlorantha) just starting into flower.
The Toothwort colony at Sun Lane NR gave PR "by far the
best count yet", at 139 in April, beating the previous best of
87 in 2015.
Large areas of Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil (Lotus
pedunculatus) were reported in flower from the lower
northern part of Ilkley Moor by PB & JB.
Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum) was seen
flowering well in the bog near the back of Tarn Villas. (PB &
JB)

Two very large colonies at Grimwith continue to flourish.
The Adder's-tongue (Ophioglossum vulgatum) colony in the
trackside verge, where the soil seems to be a little more
base-rich, was in good form, as was the very extensive area
of the hybrid Shore Horsetail (Equisetum x litorale).
NF reckons that the Giant Butterbur (Petasites japonicus)
colony at Dob Park has probably settled down to its optimal
size, with approximately 130 flower heads this year.
A rare plant of limestone pavement, Angular Solomon'sseal (Polygonatum odoratum), has been recorded for several
years from fields at Conistone by HMB. She reports that it is
spreading into neighbouring grykes, and had 15 to 20
flowering stems this year.
Menston's Wildflower Meadow had a good show of
Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus minor) this year, according to
AMG, and she also noticed one plant of Corncockle
(Agrostemma githago).
Over 50 plants of Meadow Saxifrage (Saxifraga
granulata) were seen by the river at Burnsall. (ABi)
In 2012, CH found Field Madder (Sherardia arvensis) in
the middle of a woodland path at Farnley, with plants
extending for about 14 metres. This is an unusual site for it.
However, this year, on a re-visit, she counted over 30
clumps extending over about 200m., so the plant must be
happy!
RB reported that there was a good show of Ragged Robin
(Silene flos-cuculi) on the Daniel Palmer NR, Addingham,
and it was also noted on lower Ilkley Moor by PB & JB.
Notable Trees
In Manor Garth, Addingham, 2 trees on interest have been
recorded, an Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) near Back Beck, and an
Oak (Quercus sp.) set a little way back from the beck. The
oak is known as ‘Smith's Oak’ because it is thought to have
been planted by Richard Smith in the eighteenth century.
Richard Smith was Lord of the Manor until his death in
1793, and he describes in a notebook planting acorns along
the boundaries of his fields. (From ‘An Atlas of Some
Addingham Fields’ by Arnold Pacey)
Seen in mid-January by BNB, a holly tree looked
distinctive, because of its crop of yellow berries. It was
growing by the Dales Way, south of Bolton Bridge, and is
Yellow-berried Holly, blessed with the name Ilex aquifolium
f. bacciflava 'Fructu-luteo' !
On a visit to Ken Addyman's farm, Timble, a Pear tree
(Pyrus communis) with an odd branching pattern drew
people's attention, and was reported by AR.
In December, BNB found that an ancient Ilkley Oak was
listed in the Woodland
Trust's Ancient Tree Hunt
website, namely the
'Stubham Oak'. It had a
girth of 6.34 m. in 2007. It
is in a private garden, but
is easily visible from the
road. BNB says that it
looks to be in very good
health for its age (400+
years), with a complete
trunk, although there is
some damage to limbs
higher up. It is a
Pedunculate Oak (Quercus
robur).
Stubham Oak (BB)
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Laund Oak (NV)

An Addingham resident, Mrs Ann Bacon, kindly allowed
HMB & NV to visit an oak tree in her garden. It is a fine tree,
originally one of three. The tree was in good health, and
shapely, and had a girth of 3m 30cm, so had quite an age.
In the New Year of 2017, the news was that the Laund
Oak, an ancient tree at Bolton Abbey, had fallen over and
died. However, on a visit in late May, NV was delighted to
see a good show of leaves, and also some flower catkins. I'm
hoping the tree was able to make one last chance of
producing acorns.

Botany Section Outings
Burton Leonard Lime Quarries & Cattal, 20th
April
Leader: Carmen Horner
Seven members met in Burton Leonard village on a pleasant
sunny day. Our aim was to head for the Quarry. Once a
limestone quarry, worked from the 19th Century through to
1941. The nature reserve is now an oasis for scrub,
broadleaved woodland and open glades of magnesian
limestone grassland species. On sunny days it is a good place
for butterflies. The site’s industrial past is still evident with a
number of lime kilns found throughout the reserve. The
kilns were used to burn worked stone to produce quick lime.
Going down Lime Kiln Lane looking in the hedgerow along
the way, we saw a bright yellow field and on closer
inspection found it to be Turnip-rape (Brassica rapa subsp.
oleifera), this subspecies having the flowers overtopping the
buds. In the gateway we also saw Grape-hyacinth (Muscari
neglectum). This being our first meeting of the year it was
lovely to see old favourites peeping through: Lords-andLadies and Greater Stitchwort (Stellaria holostea).
Unexpected finds were Yellow Archangel (Lamiastrum
galeobdolon), Sweet Violet (Viola odorata) and hiding
amongst the leaves was a few flowers of Winter Aconite
(Eranthis hyemalis). Common Whitebeam (Sorbus aria) was
growing in the hedge.
By the reserve Entrance we found a few late Snowdrops
(Galanthus nivalis) and Daffodils (Narcissus agg) hanging
on. Interestingly, a little further on we spotted Black Bryony
(Tamus communis) entwined around a tree. Soon we arrived
at the first open grassland glade, which is on a fairly steep
incline. Some species were easy to see, like Hairy Violet
(Viola hirta), which was frequent, but only a few flowers in
bloom. It is still a bit early in the year for many plants to
flower. However, the advantage being, that it put our
identification skills to the test, while kneeling on the grass
trying to identify tiny leaves, finding, amongst others,
Crosswort (Cruciata laevipes), Yarrow (Achillea millefolium),

Harebell, Flea Sedge (Carex pulicaris), Common Rock-rose,
Fairy Flax (Linum catharticum), Devil’s-bit Scabious and
Spring-sedge (Carex caryophyllea). Around the margins of
the disused quarries, calcareous scrub of Blackthorn (Prunus
spinosa) Downy Birch (Betula pubescens), Hazel (Corylus
avellana), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and Elder
(Sambucus nigra) has developed.
We were now quite high, looking down into the quarry
bottom. The shallow lime-rich soils are nutrient-poor yet
support the most botanically diverse magnesian limestone
plants including: Carline Thistle (Carlina vulgaris), Greater
Knapweed (Centaurea scabiosa), Primrose (Primula
vulgaris), and Columbine. Moving a little to the north there
were interesting looking rocks that were worth exploring
and we were lucky to find Hawkweed Oxtongue
(Helminthotheca hieracioides) and Great Lettuce (Lactuca
virosa) growing on the cliff.
We were now hungry so we carefully descended the scree
slope onto the quarry floor for lunch. Here Ash woodland is
developing in several areas below the quarry faces. Also
growing here was a fine Apple. It was warm and sunny and
there was a convenient log for us to sit and eat and enjoy
watching butterflies fluttering past, seeing Small
Tortoiseshell, male Orange-tip, Peacock and Green-veined
White. We continued botanising in this really interesting
area and found many little gems, a few of note being:
Clustered Bellflower (Campanula glomerata), two St John'swort, Hairy and Perforate (Hypericum hirsutum & H.
perforatum), Dotted Loosestrife (Lysimachia punctata), Wall
Lettuce, Common Twayblade and, hiding amongst the rocks,
Male Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas). It was now time to head
for the vehicles and drive to our next site.

Cattal
Aubert Ings, Cattal is an unimproved floodplain with levee
(flood bank), by the River Nidd, and famous for its
population of Wild Tulips (Tulipa sylvestris)[Photo p50] at
the only remaining site in Yorkshire. The meadow is neutral
grassland supporting Fritillary (Fritillaria meleagris) and
Early-purple Orchid. Aubert Ings is open access. These
plants were a top priority for our visit. We were not
disappointed. On approaching the nature reserve, we could
see the beautiful yellow Wild Tulips. There were hundreds of
plants in flower for at least 100 metres along the river bank
– what a botanical treat! We were all on our knees with
lenses and cameras! Continuing by the riverside, Hop
(Humulus lupulus) was seen. Approaching the levee, we
spotted a colony of leaves that were familiar but we couldn’t
place, until Nicky came along and identified them as
Soapwort (Saponaria officinalis) and then it was obvious to
us. Growing on the bank and at the edge of the meadow was
some beautiful specimens of Early-purple Orchid, we
counted 20+. Here in the damp meadow we also found a
lovely colony of Fritillary in various shades of purple, to pure
white, counting 50+. Interspersed between these we saw a
lot of crocus-like leaves which we believed to be Meadow
Saffron (Colchicum autumnale), but to be confirmed when
flowering. As we moved on, plants of note were Greater
Knapweed, Crab Apple, Great Burnet (Sanguisorba
officinalis) and Tansy.
A very interesting and productive day was had by all.

Report by Carmen Horner
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Deepdale Meadows, Langstrothdale Meadows,
8th June
Leader: Peter Katic (National Trust, Upper
Wharfedale)
We met up with our leader for the day, Peter Katic, at
Deepdale Bridge. Peter is well-placed as a leader here, as he
has worked in Upper Wharfedale for a number of years.
At the bridge the river was in spate, foaming as it rushed
under the bridge. Peter outlined some of the NT aims for
Langstrothdale, and pointed out a tree-planting area on the
other side of the valley. The aim there was to have trees of
different heights, to give a more varied and natural look
than with plantings done ten years before.
A new agri-environment scheme ‘Payment for Outcomes’
was being planned. It is farmer-monitored, and aims to slow
the water flow between upland blanket bog and the river something of which we could all appreciate the erosive force
- as the peaty brown water sped alongside our track!
Farmers state their intended outcomes, and then hay
meadow species and woodland indicator species are
monitored, to show that the land is in good condition, and
proposed outcomes are being met, using, for example, the
presence or absence of cotton-grasses, cowberry and
sphagnum mosses. The scheme is being monitored by NT
and DEFRA, with the intention of making things more
flexible for the farmers.
We set off down the
Deepdale track in heavy
rain, until we turned to
enter the hay meadows.
At the trackside, big
clumps of Mossy
Saxifrage (Saxifraga
hypnoides) were
covered in starry white
flowers, and we saw
the upland Pyrenean
Scurvy-grass
(Cochlearia pyrenaica)
flowering in a flush
coming from the fields
above.
The first field we recorded in was so botanically rich, that
we could not write things down fast enough! Hairy Rockcress (Arabis hirsuta) greeted us from a rocky outcrop, along
with Quaking-grass (Briza media) and Common Cat's-ear
(Hypochaeris radicata). We did our best to walk uphill like
ducks, ie "en file indienne", to reduce any damage to the
juicy stems of orchids. These included Twayblade (Neottia
ovata), Common Spotted-orchid, Heath Fragrant-orchid
(Gymnadenia borealis) and the rich purple Northern Marshorchid (Dactylorhiza purpurella). Where the limestone rocks
showed through the thin soil there were cushions of colour dark blue Common Milkwort (Polygala vulgaris), yellow
Kidney Vetch (Anthyllis vulneraria), pink Common Thyme
(Thymus polytrichus) and white Eyebright (Euphrasia agg).
Near the dry stone wall were taller plants such as Wood
Crane's-bill (Geranium sylvaticum), more of a ‘find’ in
Upper Wharfedale than in nearby Wensleydale, Marsh
Hawk's-beard (Crepis paludosa), Meadowsweet (Filipendula
ulmaria) and Melancholy Thistle (Cirsium heterophyllum).
The little stream running down the side of the field was
home to Marsh Arrowgrass, Few-flowered Spike-rush
(Eleocharis quinqueflora), Long-stalked Yellow-sedge (Carex
lepidocarpa) and Marsh Valerian (Valeriana dioica). The
slender little Changing Forget-me-not (Myosotis discolor)
reminded us that we were in a hay meadow, along with the

attractive Meadow and Downy Oat-grasses (Helictotrichon
pratense & H. pubescens) and Crested Dog's-tail (Cynosurus
cristatus).
Moving past a barn into a higher field, we found the day
was brightening up. Here the effects of the capping of
boulder clay over the limestone could be felt. Although it was
June, we found the remains of Wood Anemones in the grass,
and also found Zigzag Clover (Trifolium medium), Devil's-bit
Scabious, Tawny Sedge (Carex hostiana) and Oval Sedge.
Soon we turned downhill into another meadow, where
Bird's-eye Primrose and Common Butterwort (Pinguicula
vulgaris) were plentiful on the steeply sloping sides. Here
too were some Globeflowers (Trollius europaeus), looking
fresh bright yellow after the rain. Reluctantly we wandered
back to the track and our cars.
The meadows we visited are always stunning in midsummer, with their amazing variety of special plants. We
were sorry that only nine members came along to enjoy
what is one of the wonders of Wharfedale. We are so lucky
to have the chance to visit these meadows, and wish to
thank Peter on everyone's behalf for giving us such a treat,
and also the farmer, who kindly gave us permission to visit.

Report by Heather Burrow & Nicky Vernon
Sefton Coast / Southport Area, 13th - 15th June
An account of this is given on page 44

Draughton Height, 29th June
Leader: Heather Burrow
In November 2016 Bruce Brown had made a recording walk
along part of the old Roman road from Draughton to
Skipton, and had found enough of interest at that time of
year (133 species listed) to suggest a botany walk there in
2017.
Our chosen day was drizzly, with grey skies, but botanists
are a hardy species, so donned waterproofs, hats and gloves
and set off. Heather was soon pointing out the marked
difference on the two sides of the track between the
‘improved’ grassland (uniformly bright green) and the rough
pasture (browner green, and varied by gorse shrubs and
tussocks of grasses and rushes).
On the tracksides there was a good variety of grasses,
sedges and rushes to see. False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum
elatius) and Wavy Hair-grass (Deschampsia flexuosa) were
easy grasses to name. Sedges and rushes were numerous,
particularly in the ditches, where we found Common Sedge
(Carex nigra), Star Sedge (C. echinata) and Common Yellowsedge (C. demissa), and rushes including Bulbous Rush
(Juncus bulbosus) and Jointed Rush (J. articulatus). Three
common thistles were soon added to our list: Spear Thistle
(Cirsium vulgare), Marsh Thistle and Creeping Thistle.
The wet habitat of the ditches was also home to the
round-leaved Marsh Pennywort (Hydrocotyle vulgare) and
the Round-leaved Crowfoot (Ranunculus omiophyllus), as
well as Lesser Spearwort(R. flammula) and Water Horsetail
(Equisetum fluviatile).
Our spirits lifted as the drizzle stopped, and we started to
find orchids in the verge, which then followed in profusion.
First, the varied pinks of Common Spotted-orchid and then
further along, the much brighter pink of Southern Marshorchids. One Common Spotted-orchid plant had grown an
amazing 27 flower spikes!
On reaching the top of Back Plantation, we stopped for
lunch. Here timber lorries extracting the conifer wood had
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turned onto the track, and other vehicles had dumped piles
of rubble, which not only provided handy seating, but also
an array of colourful plants, many of which must have
arrived in with the rubble. We wandered here for quite a
while, making many discoveries such as Garden Aubretia,
Canterbury-bells, Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus),
Columbine, Perennial Cornflower (Centaurea montana) and
Garden Pansy among the plants of garden origin. There was
some debate over a sedum, which later turned out to be
Autumn Stonecrop (Sedum "Herbstfreude"), often known as
‘Autumn Joy’ and a hybrid between S. spectabile and S.
telephium.
Some of the wildflowers making bright splashes of colour
were Shining Crane's-bill (Geranium lucidum), with mauve
flowers and its leaves turned scarlet on the free-draining
ground, orange Fox-&-cubs and tall yellow Great Mullein
(Verbascum thapsus). A pleasant surprise was the small
Fairy Foxglove (Erinus alpinus), known to many WNS
members for its colourful patches on the east side of Ilkley
Old Bridge.
Near the hummocks of dumped soil etc, was a wet area,
probably caused by impeded drainage. It held a large colony
of the little Bristle Club-rush (Isolepis setacea).
Draughton Heights had proved to be full of surprises, and
with recent tree-planting along the sides of the bridleway,
will continue to develop and change, giving added interest in
the future.
180+ species had been recorded in the three quarters of a
mile of what looked to be an unpromising area from the
access gate, so our thanks go to Bruce for suggesting this
venue. However, we had one more surprise to come!
Our list was sent to David Broughton, our BSBI Recorder
for VC 64, and he was interested in one of our garden
‘discards’, which NV had recognised as Geranium orientalitibeticum, which grows in her garden. The flowers are
bright pink, a bit like Bloody Crane's-bill, but the leaves are
nicely marbled in two shades of green. DAB would like a
photo and a grid reference, please, so a few of us made a
return visit in mid-September. There were no flowers, but
the marbled leaves were there a-plenty, and the root system
had its typical swellings. DAB was then happy to confirm its
identity. Some more finds brought our species total to over
210, a good score.

Report by Heather Burrow & Nicky Vernon
Ilkley Moor - Whetstone Gate to Crawshaw
Moss, 27th July
Leader: Bruce Brown
Crawshaw Moss lies to the west of the Keighley Gate Road
below the outcropping Buck Stones boulders, and from here
the moor’s watershed is defined by the boundary wall of
Rivock Plantation. A shallow valley of extensive bog drains
gradually northeast via several small streams converging
into Black Beck and lower down, Heber’s Ghyll. Studies in
the 1960s suggested it was colonised by birch woodland at
the end of the Ice Age, then as climate worsened, sphagnum
and cotton grass dominated, forming peat which built up to
a depth of 12 feet by present times. Its surface vegetation
today is pretty much unchanged with abundant sphagnum,
cotton grass and rushes, an acidic environment with
apparently limited botanical interest.
However small pockets with a more calcareous influence
have been discovered over the years, thought to be caused by
springs bubbling up through the peat or buried limestone
boulder erratics locally enriching the ground water. Gordon
Haycock recently re-found a small area of interesting

calcareous loving bryophytes known to Mary Dalby in the
past. The botany members’ area of interest on this occasion
was higher up by the boundary wall, a wet flush area where
a flagged path has been provided for walkers to cross. It was
described by John Webb in his ‘Bulbous Buttercups’ article in
the last Review and followed up this year, resulting in a
fascinating collection of marsh plants. To add to the
meeting’s interest, Midge Leather offered to carry out some
pH measurements of the ground water and brought along
sample bottles. Two flush areas gave a pH of 7.0 which is
high enough for a calcareous influence and clearly
responsible for the plant species richness hereabouts.
Our day started with 9 members gathering at Cowper’s
Cross, with a few showers and a cool breeze to endure
before it brightened up in the afternoon. Some had driven to
park at Whetstone Gate, while others walked up the
Keighley Gate Road from Spicey Gill on the Ilkley side. The
area around the Cross was green neutral grassland
contrasting with the white acidic bents and mat-grass
typifying the surrounding moor. Eyebright (Euphrasia agg.)
and daisies were in flower, and John showed us the site for
his Bulbous Buttercup, not present in late July.
The path headed west through heather moorland, nicely
in flower, and we noted a few sprigs of ‘white heather’, an
albino form distinguishable by bright green leaves as well as
white flowers, totally lacking in anthocyanin pigment. We
paused by the Buck Stones boulders admiring the view
across the expanse of Crawshaw Moss and Heber Moss
below us, and Addingham and Upper Wharfedale stretching
into the distance. It was the area below us and over to the
Keighley Gate Road that was devastated by the huge
moorland fire in the hot summer of 2006. The blackened
remains took several years to begin recovering, the wettest
areas of Crawshaw Moss most quickly, but the drier
heathery areas were burnt down through the peat to
bedrock. Even now it is still slowly recovering, with mosaics
of heather islands amongst bright green Haircap or Star
Moss (Polytrichum commune) which is the primary coloniser
of bare ground. It takes years for soil and nutrient levels to
build up sufficiently for the heather, bilberry, etc. to fully
take over again.
On dropping down to the Crawshaw Moss flushes at the
start of the flagged path we noted the stark difference in
vegetative cover from the species-poor dominance of Calluna
etc. to a wet area containing over 50 species. The trifoliate
leaves of Bogbean (Menyanthes trifoliata) were easy to
identify despite, as John had noted, not flowering; likewise
the five-fingered leaves of Marsh Cinquefoil, but again no
flowers. No doubt their exposed position and 360m altitude
keeps the plants small and vegetative. Several sedges were
recorded including the more base-loving Dioecious Sedge
and Flea Sedge. Other
indicators of enriched
conditions were Quakinggrass, Common Spike-rush,
Few-flowered Spike-rush (E.
quinqueflora) and Marsh
Arrowgrass.
More general bog plants
enjoying this environment, to
mention just a few, were
Marsh Violet, Marsh
Pennywort, Greater Bird’sfoot-trefoil, Cranberry, Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus
flammula), Marsh Willowherb and Bog Pondweed
(Potamogeton polygonifolius). Closer to the wall away from
the richer flush areas were quite a number of Forget-menots in flower. These were all the hybrid Myosotis x
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bollandica, a cross between Creeping and Pale Forget-menot, which has been recorded on previous WNS meetings,
e.g. Burley Moor and Beamsley Beacon. They are
distinguishable by their stems with adpressed hairs, short
ovate shaped leaves and infertile fruits. Whilst by the wallside we also noticed an unusual looking animal ‘poo’, so
were intrigued later to hear from Midge that it was likely
from its size to be from a stoat - apparently these mustelids
have spiral rectums so produce their faeces in spirals.
We returned back to Cowper’s Cross now in improving
weather and with great views over Wharfedale.

Report by Bruce Brown
Arncliffe - fields in Botany Lane area, 10th
August
Leaders: Carmen Horner, Nicky Vernon
It is always a treat to visit the upper dales, and this time it
was a perfect day, blue skies and clear views along the
valley.
Carmen Horner had arranged access for us to two fields
in a spectacular area at Arncliffe with different land owners.
To reach these, we set off down the appropriately named
Botany Lane next to the Falcon Hotel. In this short lane
alone we recorded about 90 species, which included Marsh
Lousewort (Pedicularis palustris), Water Mint (Mentha
aquatica) and Apple Mint (M. x villosa), with Flat Sedge
(Blysmus compressus) in the wetter patches. We also noted
several clumps of Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonushenricus), often found in or near Dales villages, and maybe a
source of leafy vegetables in days gone by.
We then moved into a steep east-facing field of limestone
grassland, which is not grazed. Here we found many limeloving plants including Common Milkwort (Polygala
vulgaris), Bird's-eye Primrose, Burnet-saxifrage (Pimpinella
saxifraga), Hoary Plantain (Plantago media) and Small
Scabious (Scabiosa columbaria). Harebells were well in
flower, and 2 clumps had lovely pure white bells. Limestone
scree tumbled down the hillside - an ideal home for
Limestone Fern (Gymnocarpium robertianum). Using a x10
hand lens on this limestone speciality, the shiny glands were
visible, which give the fern its characteristic dull green
mealy appearance.
After looking out for Autumn Gentian, we were rewarded
with several plants growing in our path! Moving on up the
slope to an area of
limestone pavement, we
found the leaves of Lily-ofthe-valley, another ‘special’
fern, Rigid Buckler-fern, as
well as Lesser Meadow-rue
and one plant of Dark-red
Helleborine, this last
probably being the plant of
the day.
From this field we
moved into a lower one,
the ‘Water Supply Field’,
with the beck running
along one side of it., also a large marshy area. This provided
us with completely different habitats. In the beck were
patches of the smelly Common Stonewort (Chara vulgaris),
an aquatic alga. We squelched through Common Cottongrass (Eriophorum angustifolium) and Common Spike-rush
to find the leaves of Grass-of-Parnassus, a late flowerer, and
of Marsh Valerian, an early flowerer. In bloom in the marsh
were pink Hoary Willowherb (Epilobium parviflorum) and

yellow Square-stalked St.John's-wort (Hypericum
tetrapterum). Bruce's sharp eyes spotted the tiny Dioecious
Sedge, and plants of both sexes were found.
Having had mixed weather for most of our field days in
2017, for this last meeting of the season it was day-long
sunshine. We even saw 4 Meadow Brown butterflies, as well
as so many special plants.
Many thanks go to Carmen for arranging our visit, and to
the farmers Mr. Campbell and Mr. Paul for giving us access
to their land.

Report by Heather Burrow & Nicky Vernon
Surveys
Bolton Abbey Estate - Lord Burlington's Wood
Survey, 4th May
Leader: Mark Jeffery, Bolton Abbey Estate
Forester
We met Mark in The Strid car park, then walked across the
road to Lord Burlington's Wood, where he told us about its
recent history. This young wood was planted in 1991 in two
fields to the south of Barden Gill. All the trees planted have
been broad-leaved species, and the oaks were grown from
acorns harvested on the estate. The vegetation of Barden Gill
has been left pretty well untouched. It has mature trees and
good woodland and beckside vegetation. The hope was that
in time herb species would spread from the old wood into
the new plantation.
The two fields chosen were rough acidic grassland, with
scattered boulders of gritstone and with moorland nearby.
They were treated with a special weed killer to destroy the
bracken, which did kill most of it, but not all. The aim now
is to thin out the trees as they grow and fill out, to create
glades. The ground now has a ‘thatch’ of grasses, and there
are two wetter areas, one in each former field. There is also
a gully running across the upper, more westerly field.
A WNS group visited the site four times around the time
of tree-planting (1991/2), and a further visit was made in
2007. It was hoped that by 2017 some evidence of the
beginnings of a woodland understorey could be seen, by
comparison with the earlier records.
Some woodland plants that had been present from 1991
were Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), a patch of
Greater Stitchwort in the shade of some Bracken, and a little
Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosella) below a small hawthorn.
There was one woodlander addition to the list in 2017, Wood
Speedwell, maybe a first hopeful sign of colonisation!
The top part of this field had rather more of interest than
the lower part. Mostly, however, plants of acidic grassland
prevailed, such as Green-ribbed Sedge (Carex binervis),
Heath Woodrush (Luzula multiflora), Purple Moor-grass
(Molinia caerulea) and Heath Bedstraw (Galium saxatile). In
the wet area, a Common Lizard scurried away as we went to
look at the kidney-shaped leaves of Marsh Violet. We saw a
Bird Cherry (Prunus padus) infested with the cocoons of
Ermine Moth, and noted evidence of deer grazing.
The upper field was similar in nature. The deep shade
offered by the gully provided a home for Hard Fern
(Blechnum spicant) to flourish. We were pleased to see
several butterflies: a Green Hairstreak, 2 Peacocks, a
Brimstone and a Green-veined White. In both fields, Birch
was regenerating well.
On our return, we moved across to the south bank of
Barden Beck, much richer in plant species, even though it
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had been poached by cattle in places. Growing by the water
were Marsh Hawk's-beard (Crepis paludosa) and Watercress
(Nasturtium officinale), Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga),
Lemon-scented Fern and Remote Sedge (Carex remota). On
the opposite bank we could see Foxgloves (Digitalis
purpurea), Wood Anemones and a few Primroses.
Lastly, we looked at the sunny bank below the road with
small species such as Field Forget-me-not (Myosotis
arvensis), Wild Strawberry (Fragaria vesca), Wall Speedwell
(Veronica arvensis) and Common Bird's-eye-trefoil giving
colour. An import from the road above was the salt-tolerant
Danish Scurvy-grass (Cochlearia danica), growing by a
drainage runnel.
I would like to thank Mark for arranging and
accompanying our visit, and explaining the history of the
site. It is a good place to study the long-term effects of treeplanting, which exemplifies that you can plant trees
relatively quickly, but planting a wood is another matter,
taking years to achieve.

Grimwith Reservoir Survey, 13th July
Leader: Bruce Brown
One of the areas where up-to-date plant records are
required for the forthcoming BSBI Atlas 2020 is the
Ordnance Survey 10K grid square SE06, which lies to the
east of Grassington and includes the whole of Grimwith
Reservoir. Apart from fern recording, little appears to have
been done on general botany around here of late, so a good
reason to visit this year, with a convenient start point at the
Yorkshire Water car park on the south side of the reservoir.
The notice board informed us that the huge dam across
the valley which impounds the waters today was completed
in the 1970s. Prior to that there was a much smaller
reservoir dating back to Victorian times. At 300m altitude
the reservoir is largely surrounded by moorland and often
lives up to its ‘grim’ name regarding the prevailing weather,
but on our day the 11 members attending were blessed with
a very pleasant summer’s day.
The area around the car park is well covered by young
trees sheltering more open grassy bays with picnic tables. It
was a lovely surprise to see masses of Common Spottedorchid spikes in full flower, not expected up here, but they
turned out to be frequent all along the track sides. It didn’t
take long for members to spot a few Bee Orchids (Ophrys
apifera) scattered about, and the more eagle-eyed found
spikes of Autumn Gentian in bud. Other plants of interest we
saw were Bugle (Ajuga reptans), Eyebright, Square-stalked
St John’s-wort, Fairy Flax and Bird’s-foot-trefoil.
We eventually left the car park heading east, dropping
down the path to the reservoir shore, an open exposed area
colonised by the hybrid Shore Horsetail, and along the path
edge were large numbers of the garden escapee Soft Lady’smantle, rather invasive but tolerable in this large space. We
reached a beautifully re-constructed stone barn with a
thatched roof and stopped for lunch. Plants of Northern
Dock were seen here.
The bank alongside the track by the eastern edge of the
reservoir is a known locality for a large colony of Adder’stongue fern, first brought to BNB’s attention by Karen
Bullimore in 2008. They are irresistibly photogenic and
cameras were soon clicking! Also common here and
somewhat similar with its twin basal leaves was Twayblade.
A group of Northern Marsh-orchid occurred a bit further on.
The track crosses two inlets where Hard Shield-fern and
Brittle Bladder-fern were found.

Having now reached the north side of the reservoir we
were able to follow a stream down to the shoreline where a
well-developed drawdown zone had formed following a
reasonably dry early summer. This is always a good habitat
for interesting species that are able to withstand seasonal
inundation, and we discovered Marsh Speedwell (Veronica
scutellata), Marsh Cudweed (Gnaphalium uliginosum),
Bristle Club-rush (Isolepis setacea), Toad Rush (Juncus
bufonius), Marsh Yellow-cress (Rorippa palustris) and the
rarer subspecies of Greater Plantain (Plantago major subsp.
intermedia). The day’s highlight closest to the water edge in
muddy silt was a large colony of the tiny Mudwort, a real
specialist that only grows in this type of habitat.
Time to go back now, and we returned to the car park
having recorded over 180 species during the day.

ossifragum) and Cranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccus). In drier
areas, they saw Borrer's Scaly-male-fern (Dryopteris
borreri) and Heath Milkwort (Polygala serpyllifolia). Along
the busy road they were able to add Soft Lady's-mantle
(Alchemilla mollis), Oval Sedge (Carex leporina), Southern
Marsh-orchid, Greater Burnet-saxifrage (Pimpinella major),
Reflexed Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinellia distans) and Alsike
Clover (Trifolium hybridum).

Bruce Brown
Weybecks Pasture
This field at the foot of Littondale is a YWT reserve, and we
visited it in 2016, checking to see whether the plants found
there in 1997 by Deborah Millward (DMi), then BSBI
Recorder for VC 65, were still at the site.
In 2016 we re-found many of these, but there were still
some that we hoped to find, including Early Marsh-orchid,
several sedges, Limestone Bedstraw (Galium sterneri) and,
most importantly, Flat-sedge (Blysmus compressus), a
species in the Threatened Plants Project. So a small group
arranged with YWT to visit the site, (it includes a functional
hay meadow which we have not searched), concentrating on
our list of ‘missing’ species.
By the end of our visit we had removed 19 names from
this list, including Flat-sedge, Downy Oat-grass, Early
Marsh-orchid, Lesser Clubmoss (Selaginella selaginoides)
and Marsh Arrow-grass. We are now left with 9 species,
which may no longer be there, or which we may still have
missed.
However, the species count for the field now stands at
150, and we have made a few good additions, including Silky
Lady's-mantle, Spring-sedge (Carex caryophyllea), Brittle
Bladder-fern and Common Figwort (Scrophularia nodosa).
Losses seem to be: Daisy (Bellis perennis), Primrose,
Harebell, Dioecious and Oval Sedges, Heath-grass
(Danthonia decumbens), Few-flowered Spike-rush, Sea
Plantain (Plantago maritima) and Limestone Bedstraw. It is
good that this lovely rich field is now a nature reserve, it has
a variety of habitats and spectacular populations of orchids
and of Bogbean and many of the lovely plants that we hope
to see on a visit to the upper dales. Some of our plant
discrepancies may be because DMi surveyed more of the
river bank than we did.
YWT now have copies of our findings.

For Atlas 2020
BNB has been helping with the recording for Atlas 2020 by
visiting under-recorded squares, to see what he could find.
This year he and JW visited upper Kex Gill in June. This area
includes moorland, acid grassland, beckside and valley bog
flora, as well as the roadside of the A59. They recorded 142
species, a valuable contribution to records.
Interesting finds included, in the valley mire, Sneezewort
(Achillea ptarmica), Bottle Sedge (Carex rostrata), Marsh
Cinquefoil, Lemon-scented Fern (Oreopteris limbosperma)
and Marsh Violet (Viola palustris). Where there was
Sphagnum bog they found Bog Asphodel (Narthecium
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Report by Nicky Vernon

Vertebrates (non-avian) report
In 2016 we received over 340 records (compared to 360 in
2016); though quite a number of these were of the same
species at same site on different dates, they are all welcome.
Records came from 28 people or households, compared to
39 in 2016. Only three submissions came in via the website,
and we missed receiving records from some of our
previously regular contributors.
CONTRIBUTORS:
S Barton, N Bean, D&H Burrow, J Caddick, M&J Clark, B
Downing, D&N Fearnley, R Fuller, A Gramshaw, J
Hammond, K Harrison, G Haycock, J Healey, D Jakeways, S
Jay, A Jowett, J Middleton, O Middleton, D Morris, D
O’Connor, A Pickering, J Pierce, P Purvis, A&P Riley, E
Scarfe, K Shackleton, B Speed, J, R and S Stidworthy. Plus
submissions via website and Friends of Gallows Hill.
The mammal highlight this year was of a polecat, albeit
found dead on the A65 near Chelker Reservoir. From good
photographs it was verified as having the characteristics of a
true polecat rather than polecat ferret, by national expert
Jonny Birks. A Vincent Wildlife Trust report on polecat
distribution and status published in 2016 states that
Yorkshire records they received “…were concentrated in the
eastern Yorkshire Dales, between Ripon and Harrogate, and
included both true polecats and polecat-ferrets. The origins
of this population are unclear; if polecats had spread from
the Cumbrian population, one might expect to see a greater
number of records in the western Yorkshire Dales.
Therefore, covert releases cannot be ruled out”. The report is
found here:
www.vwt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/PolecatReport-2016.pdf
Gordon Haycock carried out a reptile survey at
Humberstone Bank Farm over the season, and
encouragingly, this yielded records of adder in most areas of
suitable habitat, plus slow worm and common lizard, as well
as incidental frog, toad, weasel, hedgehog and roe deer
sightings. This farm to the north of Blubberhouses is owned
by Yorkshire Water and, with a change in tenancy, has
become a trial area for new approaches to catchment,
moorland and sustainable land management. The aim is also
to demonstrate that improved water quality, biodiversity
and carbon storage can be delivered whilst still supporting
grazing and grouse shooting. It will be interesting to see
how biodiversity fares over the coming years. See
www.iucn-uk-peatlandprogramme.org/news-andevents/news/humberstone-bank-farm-beyond-nature for
details of this project.
On the amphibian front, sadly the mass toad die-off at
Low Dam in the Washburn Valley that occurred in 2014 and
2015 was repeated this year, with 100 dead toads found on a
day during the spawning period. The cause remains a
mystery, especially since it did not happen in 2016.

Smooth newt Lissotriton vulgaris
Only recorded in a garden in Otley, and one in Ilkley this
year.
Alpine newt Ichthyosaura alpestris
No records for this species were received this year.
Common Toad Bufo bufo
Very worryingly, around a hundred dead toads were again
found at Low Dam in the Washburn Valley. Similar mass
deaths occurred in 2014 and 2015, when we sought to find
the cause, including sending some dead animals to the
Zoological Society of London for analysis (no disease was
identified then).
Live toads were recorded at Thruscross and below
Lindley Reservoir in the Washburn Valley, and in garden
ponds in Otley, Menston, Ilkley, Burley-in-Wharfedale and at
both Gallows Hill and Otley Wetland Nature Reserves. The
earliest sighting was on 24th March.
Common frog Rana temporaria
Adult frogs were seen in gardens in Otley, Ilkley,
Addingham, at Thruscross in the Washburn Valley and at
Gallows Hill Nature Reserve. They were also recorded in the
pond at West Chevin Quarry, the Upper Tarn on Ilkley Moor,
and near the top of Wharfedale at Nethergill Farm,
Oughtershaw.
The earliest spawn recorded was on 7th February in an
Otley garden, the earliest recorded by the householders at
this site. In comparison, the earliest recorded spawn in 2016
was on 28th March, again in Otley. All other records of
frogspawn were in March, including in Ilkley on 6th and 9th,
Ilkley Moor Upper Tarn on 15th, in Otley gardens on 10th
and 15th, at Addingham and Thruscross on 16th and Gallows
Hill and Thruscross on 24th of the month.

REPTILES
Common lizard Zootica vivipera
Lizards are still present on Ilkley Moor, with sightings again
this year near Panorama Reservoir, including six seen on a
dry stone wall on 22nd August, thought to be feeding on
flying ants, and one near the 12 Apostles stone circle. They
were also recorded at Humberstone Bank Farm and at
Nethergill Farm.
Slow-worm Anguis fragilis
Eight slow-worm records include 5 under tins in the Lindley
Reservoir area, and at Humberstone Bank Farm. A gravid
female was seen near Low Dam. None were seen in the
Grass Wood area this year, though one was observed above
the car park at Buckden.
Adder Vipera berus
Adder was recorded in the Washburn Valley, at Sandwith
Moor (SE of Swinsty Reservoir), and both males and females
at a number of locations at Humberstone Bank Farm.

AMPHIBIANS

MAMMALS

Great crested newt Triturus cristatus
There were no records again this year. Though no
monitoring was carried out at Nell Back Centre, it is hoped
that the introduced population here is still present.
Palmate newt Lissotriton helveticus
This species was only recorded in Otley this year, at Gallows
Hill and in and around Riverside Park.

INSECTIVORA INSECTIVORES
Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus
There were 81 records this year (compared to 55 in 2016)
from 27 sites (up from 13 in 2016). The majority of sightings
were in and around Otley, with 41 records from one garden,
where daily records were kept; a maximum of 3 different
animals were seen here. One was also seen again this year at
Otley Wetland Nature Reserve. Hedgehogs or their field
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signs were also seen in
gardens in Burley-inWharfedale, Menston and
Addingham.
Dead animals were
recorded on roads in and
around Otley on Barras
Lane, Farnely Lane,
Wellcroft, Weston Lane,
near Grove Hill Park and on Knotford Nook access road. One
was recorded on Main Street, Burley-in-Wharfedale.
Elsewhere, road-kills were seen at Humberstone Bank Farm,
at Askwith, Bolton Abbey, Burnsall, Kilnsey and Littondale.
Though sad to see road casualties, they do indicate the
presence of hedgehog populations in these areas.
Mole Talpa europaea
The presence of moles was recorded at three sites, at the
Birdcage Walk allotments, near the Swastika Stone on Ilkley
Moor, and in three small fields north of East Chevin Road
where over 300 mole hills were counted. As in recent years,
moles are undeniably under-recorded, probably due to their
ubiquity.
Shrews
There were no shrew
records this year.
CHIROPTERA - BATS
There were very few bat
records again in 2017. Pipistrelles not identified to species
were seen flying around gardens in Otley, Menston and
Burley-in-Wharfedale, with three being the highest number
seen.
A static bat detector set up on 10th August at Riverside
Park by Gordon Haycock recorded a common pipistrelle
Pipistrellus pipistrellus, soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus
pygmaeus, brown long-eared bat Plecotus auritus, noctule
bat Nyctalus noctula and an unidentified Myotis bat. This
shows the value of having professional survey equipment!
A brown long-eared bat Plecotus auritus was also found
in a garden at Farnley.
LAGOMORPHA RABBITS AND HARES
Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus
Rabbits are of course present in large numbers in
Wharfedale, though not generally reported. The only records
this year were at Otley Wetland Nature Reserve where they
were found to be numerous as usual, with one black
individual seen, and in a garden in Burley-in-Wharfedale.
European Hare Lepus europeus
45 sightings this year compare to 31 in 2016, I wonder if this
increase reflects a growing population. Hares were seen
around Addingham, Ilkley and Ben Rydding, including Ilkley
Moor, around Farnley and Otley and at both Otley Wetland
and Sun Lane Nature Reserves. Sightings in the Washburn
Valley included around Leathley, Swinsty and around
Timble. Further up Wharfedale there were sightings at
Bolton Abbey, near the river by Starbotton and on the moor
west of Kettlewell.
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RODENTIA RODENTS
Most species in this order of mammals are undoubtedly
unrepresented by the records received.
Grey squirrel Sciurus carolinensis
Grey squirrel was recorded only in a garden on Riverside
Park in Otley.
Red squirrel Sciurus vulgaris
No records of red squirrel were received from Nell Bank this
year.
Bank vole Clethrionomys glariolus
The only reported sighting was at Otley Wetland Nature
Reserve.
Field vole Microtis agrestis
Just one record, at Whitebridge Allotments, Otley.
Wood mouse Apodemus sylvaticus
None recorded.
Brown rat Rattus norvegicus
Rat droppings found on the River Wharfe at Burnsall (while
looking for otter signs).
CARNIVORA CARNIVORES
Fox Vulpes vulpes
Three records, at Riverside Park and Birdcage Walk, Otley.
Stoat Mustela erminea
Only six sightings were submitted, compared to fourteen in
2016. These were around Otley, Ilkley and Knotford Nook. In
the Washburn Valley individuals were seen near at Swinsty
Moor car park and at Low Snowden. Further up Wharfedale
a dead stoat was seen on the road near Barden.
Weasel Mustela nivalis
Five records included on two occasions at Otley Wetland
Nature Reserve, at Humberstone Bank Farm, on Ilkley Moor,
and near the top of Wharfedale at Nethergill Farm,
Oughtershaw.
Polecat Mustela putorius
A polecat was found dead on the A65 near Chelker
Reservoir. Good photographs were taken and it was verified
as a polecat rather than polecat ferret, by national expert
Jonny Birks. Though this animal was sadly dead, it suggests
that we might have polecats within our area, perhaps
spreading from a known population in Cumbria.
Badger Meles meles
Eleven badger records this year include six road casualties.
Three were in the Washburn Valley, one on Leeds Road
besides Otley Chevin, one on Arthington Lane and one
between Ilkley and Addingham. In addition, field signs

indicating badger presence were again found in the Leathley
area.
Otter Lutra lutra
Otter field signs were found in Littondale, at Burnsall, on Fir
Beck at Appletreewick and on Otley Wetland Nature Reserve.
An animal was seen at Ben Rhydding Nature Reserve. At
Bolton Abbey an adult and three 3/4 grown juveniles were
watched as one caught a fish and took it to the bank to eat.
Four otters were also seen on the River Wharfe near Ilkley
Tennis Club (otters were regularly seen here in 2016). With
otters ranging long distances it is not possible to say
whether these and the Bolton Abbey were the same animals,
though they were seen about ten days apart so could well
have been the same family group.
In July a road casualty was picked up near Arthington by
Jennie Caddick of Haycock and Jay Associates Ltd, and the
company kindly funded its transit to Cardiff University Otter
Project www.cardiff.ac.uk/otter-project. The ecologists there
carry out post mortems, providing their report to the finder.
However, more importantly, the project runs a long term
environmental surveillance scheme, using otters found dead
to investigate contaminants, disease, and population biology
across the UK. Though it is always sad to find a dead otter,
the more otters they receive the more meaningful the
research they are carrying out. So if you find a dead otter
please pick it up and contact me in the first instance.The
Environment Agency in our area does not have the resources
to respond. A second otter was seen on Farnley Lane near
Otley but not picked up.
We at last received the post mortem for the dead otter
found in February 2015 near Kettlesing and reads as follows:
External: young male, testes not prominent in scrotum.
Blood issuing from nose. No apparent fighting injuries to
anogenital region. Feet: Front right -puncture to central pad
and grazing to heel pad, no other fresh injuries to feet. Hind
claws well worn, Front claws moderately worn. Teeth all
present, very little wear. 3 ticks found in Left ear. White
moustache and pale throat patch.
Internal: good fat layer, moderate muscle layer. Both
testes descended. Abdominal contents in place, diaphragm
intact. Spleen intact and appears normal. Bladder full of
bloody urine. Kidneys intact and appear normal, no stones.
Stomach empty. Liver intact and appears normal. Gall
bladder intact and appears normal. All thoracic organs
present and in place, moderate blood and clotting within
cavity. Slight damage to thymus. Heart is within
pericardium, intact and appears normal. Foam in trachea,
lungs intact and appear normal. Skull is cracked on the
posterior right part of brain with associated bruising. Cause
of death: head injury probably due to RTA.
DEER
Roe deer Capreolus capreolus were again particularly well
represented in the records, with 32 sightings (the same as
in 2016), suggesting a healthy and widespread population
in our area. Animals were seen in lower Wharfedale and up
the Washburn Valley, including one seen swimming across
Thruscross Reservoir. The furthest reported sighting up
Wharfedale this year was near Grassington. As in previous
years, there were no muntjac Muntiacus reevesi records,
despite this species being confirmed in other parts of
Yorkshire.

Sylvia Jay
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Spot the nightjar (RL)

Little owl (DM)

Female sparrowhawk feeding on a dove outside the
President’s window (AR)

Bryophyte highlights in 2017

this species have formed along with bog pools indicating the
start of a gradual return to classic ‘hummock and hollow’
formation which is the hallmark of well managed peatforming blanket mire. These changes indicate that the bog is
wetter and appropriately stocked allowing an appropriate
level of grazing and poaching.
Rare, specialist mosses with a requirement for firm
dung deposited on wet bog and fen were absent in 2011,
but are now considered common.
Round-fruited collar-moss Splachnum sphaericum and
cruet collar-moss S ampullaceum are two specialist
bryophyte species which have benefited enormously from
the current stocking regime. The moss grows only on
substantial deposits of firm dung in wet habitats (usually
wet blanket bog); its spores are sticky and are spread
between dung by flies. Due to its requirements these two
moss species have become increasingly rare in Yorkshire
Dales and other English uplands. The wetter bog and return
of extensive cattle grazing has allowed these species to thrive
at Nethergill and a good number of records were made
during the survey, indeed the species could be regarded as
common on the out-bye. This is in stark contrast to other
similar habitat in the Dales.
Round-fruited collar-moss was not recorded at Nethergill
in 2011, and was first recorded at the Farm in 2016. Only
two other records have been made in Wharfedale this
century.

Whilst Wharfedale Naturalists is firmly within the bounds of
Yorkshire Naturalists Union, our recording area is close to
Lancashire and consequently I often attend the monthly
bryophyte outings held by the North West Naturalists Union
(NWNU). Whilst their area is large (extending from Cumbria
to Cheshire), meetings are often in the Pennines and can be
close at hand. In order to augment our recording effort in
Wharfedale I have even enticed some of their members
across the border by leading meetings. This year our NWNU
proved to be one of the highlights of the year!
Meeting at Giants Graves on the single track road
between Halton Gill and Ribblesdale a select band of
bryologists set off in glorious November sunshine with
excellent views of the flanks of Pen-y-Ghent with the
objective of recording the gill at Snorkel Cave and returning
via Pen-y-Ghent Gill. We admired the Nowell’s limestone
moss at Giant’s Graves and then at several locations along
the walls in Dawsons Close. A base-rich flush is always a
good find in the Dales, and we added significantly to the
recording sheet including some of the tiny liverworts such as
mountain notchwort Leiocolea alpestris, thick-nerved applemoss Philonotis calcarea and curled hook-moss Palustriella
commutata.
Mike Wilcox collected several specimens of note,
including smallest pottia Microbryum davallianum (very
scarce in Wharfedale – although possible overlooked as it is
so small!), Thomson’s calcareous moss Mnium thomsonii
and the Nationally Rare slender beard-moss Didymodon
icmadophilus. As the day wore on we found ourselves in the
gathering gloom at the bottom of the Gill, but a wonderful
day with 111 species recorded in three tetrads. We were on
limestone all day, and so an excursion onto the bogs of
Fountains Fell will certainly augment the list for these
tetrads. Overall a wonderful day recording in good company
with NWNU.
I was also privileged to be asked to undertake botanical
recording at Nethergill Farm, home of WNS members Chris
and Fiona Clark. This was extremely interesting as I was
able to directly compare results of survey in 2017 against a
baseline survey undertaken in 2011. The results indicated
positive change for some key bryophytes thanks to their
style of land management. Two headlines are offered below;
A sphagnum species typical of less disturbed blanket bog
is thriving in wetter areas.
In 2011 Magellanic bog-moss Sphagnum magellanicum
was very rare at Nethergill Farm, however, the species is
now thriving at a number of locations, and has increased
significantly on parts of the bog where large hummocks of

Cruet collar-moss on cattle dung (GH)

Cruet collar-moss is considered rare in Yorkshire, and
only one record has been made for this species in
Wharfedale this century (at Cam Rakes in 2013). The species
was recorded four times on cattle dung at Nethergill during
2017 survey.
Bryophytes are resilient little plants full of surprises, and
their ability colonise habitat and survive adversity points to
the secret of their success over the millennia. The study of
this group of plants in Wharfedale never ceases to amaze
me!

Gordon Haycock
Bryophyte Recorder

Hummock and hollow blanket bog (GH)
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Mullein moth caterpillar on figwort (NV)

Tree sparrow with juvenile (RL)

List of photographic contributors to
2017 Review
GARDEN BIRD OF THE YEAR 2013-2017

Thanks to:

Since we moved to Hebden, near Grassington, we have
assigned the title Garden Bird of the Year to one of the
avian visitors to our patch. Give this game a try.
Here are our results.
In our first summer here, 2013, we were thrilled by the
arrival of spotted flycatchers. They checked the garden out
in early summer and although they chose not to nest in our
garden, they returned to catch insects later in the year. This
pattern has been followed every year since and we still hope
for a nest one season. Several spotted flycatchers were
nesting in other locations in the village in 2017.
Groups of redpolls fed hungrily on nyjer seed in the
garden in 2014 and later we had juveniles visiting as well.
In 2015 we were just astonished by the volume and
regularity of the calling song thrush. We heard it first thing
in the morning, throughout the day and last thing at night,
outdoing the blackbirds. We loved it so much, we recorded it
to play in autumn when it fell silent.
Willow warblers have passed through our garden every
year but in 2016, our records show that we heard one
singing from the beginning of May, when we returned from
a long holiday. This beautiful cascade of sound became more
regular than the thrush song that year and continued daily
right until the beginning of September.
In 2017, we were often away and wondered if the willow
warbler or the thrush would have to be awarded the title
again. Or should we not overlook some other regulars –
siskin, greenfinch, goldcrest, treecreeper or the frequent
nuthatch and great spotted woodpecker.
But then the really unexpected bird arrived. Throughout
the year we have house sparrows, part of a large group
throughout the village. But in June we spotted a tree
sparrow amongst them. Soon there were two adults and a
juvenile. We were so excited. We think this could be a first
for the village.
Looking forward now to 2018.

Ros Lilley
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AR
BB
CA
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DM
DO
FD
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NF
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Audrey Gramshaw
Anne Riley
Bruce Brown
Chris Acomb
Chris Hartley
Diane Morris
Denis O’Connor
Freda Draper (archive)
Gordon Haycock
Ian Watt
John Stidworthy
Kelvin Smith
Linda Lee
Mike Atkinson
Nyree Fearnley
Nicky Vernon
Peter & Janet Burns
Paul Millard
Ros Lilley

Other photos from BOG and Natural England
archives
Apologies for any omitted or mis-attributed
credits

Notes for contributors
As well as the important data about Wharfedale
contributed each year by the Recorders of various groups
of plants and animals, members are encouraged to send in
many other types of material for possible publication.
Alongside accounts of visits to sites in Wharfedale, the
Annual Review publishes stories of members’ visits to
other parts of the British Isles, or wildlife holidays abroad.
Poems are welcome too.
Photos are also important. If they are really good they
may merit ‘standalone’ treatment on the colour pages, but
photos that illustrate articles are of particular interest.
Unfortunately, we only have a limited number of pages in
full colour, so we have to be selective, and some articles
and photos may be published in black and white.
We cannot promise to print all material sent in, but it is
better to have more to choose from rather than too little,
so do not be shy about sending in your contributions.
Photos
These are preferred in electronic form as JPG files or
similar, and can arrive by email. These can easily be
manipulated for publication. However, prints can also be
sent in if this is what you have, and they will be scanned
for use.
Please label all photos with your name or initials and
species name (if relevant), so they can be kept track of,
and can also inform editors who may not be familiar with
every little brown bird or moth.
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Text
The advice is: keep it simple. Word files or Open Office
files are usually fine.
Format text as little as possible. Just type, and use
Return or Enter keys only for a new paragraph.
Just leave a single space between sentences.
Do not do elaborate formatting. When your file is
transferred into a desktop publishing program anything
such as indented sections will probably not fit, and
sometimes has very peculiar unintended consequences.
Likewise, photos or tables should not be included in
text files. The receiving program may omit them or refuse
to load the file. Please send them separately, with an
indication in the text file of where they fit if is not obvious.
If you are using quotation marks, use single ones,
unless it is a direct quote of speech, when they should be
double.
Keep punctuation conservative. Full stops and commas
can do most of the work. Dashes, exclamation marks etc.,
are generally superfluous.
Use italics for species names. Brackets may be
superfluous.
In general text, common names are preferably in lower
case.
Use bold type if it has a special purpose, otherwise
sparingly.
To sum up, keep the text straightforward. This will
make editing and typesetting much less time consuming.

A secret cabal plotting revolution? No, a group of WNS microscopists
enjoying an evening viewing specimens.

A photo of two animals. One is a meadow pipit.
If this was in colour you might have also spotted
the ladybird. (CA)
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