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Events Programme — May 2015 to April 2016
Winter Programme Tuesday Evening Talks
08 Sep A Shot at Wildlife
Pauline & Ian
2011
Greenhaigh

Summer Tuesday Evening Nature Walks
05 May Barden & Strid Wood

Lynn Loader

12 May Thruscross Reservoir

Nicky Vernon

19 May Hebers Ghyll & Ilkley Moor birds

Helen Steward

26 May Middleton Moor

David Smith

2 June Sun Lane Nature Reserve

Peter & Ann Riley

9 June Otley Wetland Nature Reserve

Neil Bowland

16 June Timble Ings night birds

Ken & Pat Limb

22 Sep Twelve Months of
Nature

Peter Smith

13 Oct The Haytime Project
in the Yorkshire
Dales

Tanya St Pierre

Botany Presentation

Summer Visits
6 June Grass Wood
23 June Rodley Nature Reserve
28 June Nethergill Farm, Oughtershaw

Nicky Vernon

27 Oct Scotland - the Very
Best of UK Wildlife

Paul Hobson

10 Nov Littondale Caves

Paul Hobson

17 Nov 1000 Years of
Farming on an
Upland Dales Farm

Tom Lord

15-Dec Birds, Bears and
Ancient Civilisations
in Northern Peru

John Flood

12 Jan Pennine Wildlife

Tim Melling

26 Jan Martin on Martens

John Martin

18 July RSPB Saltholme
4 Aug Bastow Wood

Birding Days
25 Apr Gouthwaite Reservoir

Ernie Scarfe

16 May Old Moor RSPB Reserve

Pat & Ken Limb

30 May Grimwith Reservoir

David Smith

4 June North Cave YWT Reserve

Richard Fuller

12 Sept Eccup Circular Walk

Ernie Scarfe

17 Oct Old Moor RSPB Reserve

Richard Fuller

14 Nov Morecambe & Heysham NR

David Smith

28 Nov Anglers Country Park, Wakefield

Helen Steward

9 Feb Orchids of Britain &
the Mediterranean

Botany Outings

23 Feb The Magic of
Mushrooms

30 Apr Ilkley River Bank North

Bruce Brown

14 May Bolton Abbey Estate Survey

Roy Lingard,

28 May OWNR Survey

Nicky Vernon

Neil Barrett

David Winnard

8 Mar Recorders Evening
15 Mar AGM +

2-4 June Visit to Anglesey
11 June High/Low Greenfield

H Burrow, NV

25 June Strans Gill Survey

Peter Katic

9 July Arncliffe, Stonelands Field

Way Out West to St
Kilda

Carmen Horner

23 July Staveley YWT Reserve

Nicky Vernon

6 Aug Thruscross Reservoir

Bruce Brown

Special events
3 Oct Fungus Foray
Middleton Woods

Andrew Woodall

31 Oct Coach Trip to
Leighton Moss RSPB

Microscope Evenings
Clarke Foley Centre October – March
Tuesdays 7.30pm

Peter & Anne
Riley

9 Jan Winter Walk round
Fewston Reservoir

John Hobson

Peter & Anne Riley

Coffee / Social Morning
14 November 2016

10 March Annual Dinner at Otley Golf Club

Clarke Foley Centre, Ilkley
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Hunting barn owl

Little owl

Scotch argus

Dark green fritillary

Buzzard chick

Pine marten

Wheatear feeding young with bumblebee
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Red squirrel

Great spotted woodpecker

Sparrowhawk with prey

Mating adders

Tuberaria guttata

Fly agarics
Bluebell wood in spring
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Wharfedale who share our conservation objectives. In this
context thanks are owed to Christine Hobson and her
helpers for the Coffee/Social Morning which continues to
make a worthwhile contribution to our wider conservation
effort. Takings were however down this year so,
notwithstanding my comments above, we will be taking a
view about this event, given the amount of work involved. In
a similar vein thanks to all those members who supplement
their annual subscription with a donation which also
supports our conservation objective.

FOREWORD
It gives me great pleasure and satisfaction once again to
report a mostly successful year for the Society. This is not to
overlook the fact there remain clouds on the horizon but,
based on my contacts with members through the year, there
is every reason to believe we are still providing the sort of
experience that our supporters find attractive.
By any normal standards the Summer and Winter
Programmes continue to be well supported and I am
indebted to Helen Steward for taking over the Summer
Programme so successfully, not least by introducing a few
new ideas to whet Members’ appetites. A special thanks as
usual to the Botanists and the Birders for their provision of a
stimulating range of events. Also noteworthy were the two
rejuvenated Coach Trips which were exceptionally well
supported. Poor attendances in the past had led to doubts
about whether the effort was worth it, especially if they ran
at a significant financial loss, but thanks to Michael Brear
and his persistence, we appear to have turned things round
this year. This is perhaps an opportunity to make the point
that it is always very easy not to do something if we think
interest has waned, but this is not necessarily the right
option if the Society is to have a future. The Microscope
Evenings are another case in point where relatively low
attendances might give room for doubt but, given the
relevance of these Evenings to our objectives, the obvious
enjoyment among the regulars and the occasional visitors
and the work put in by John Hobson and others, I firmly
believe we are right to keep going.

I cannot in conscience write this Foreword without again
referring to the bigger picture namely the overall ongoing
decline in our wildlife so well documented by the UK’s
national nature conservation organisations. We have to face
up to the fact that the powers-that-be seem to have little or
no interest in natural history and practical conservation
measures with (occasional) fine words and plans being no
substitute for action on the ground. With this in mind I have
been delighted by the response of our members to the setting
up of an email petitioning group which shares information
from relevant organisations, concerning threats to our
environment/wildlife, asking people to sign petitions, lobby
MPs etc. Efforts of this kind are well worthwhile and
demonstrably can have an impact. I am grateful to all those
taking part.
Thanks to Tim Howson our website provides us with an
excellent ‘window on the world’. We are also indebted to Jeff
Davitt who has managed to digitise all our Annual Reviews
going back to 1945. These are an invaluable and nostalgic
record and I am delighted that they are readily available on
the website.

As usual our Recorders have produced the goods not only
in their production of excellent Reports for this Review but
also through all their compilation work and liaison with
members through the year. The Society is indebted to them.

The number of members we are able to contact by email
continues to increase, thereby reducing our costs and
enabling easier ongoing communications. In order to do this
we must have a reliable and up-to-date database, and the
Society is grateful to Richard Rundle who has developed and
refined this facility over the last ten years of his muchappreciated stint on Committee. I am also grateful to new
Committee member Jenny Watson who has now taken over
this role.

One of our main concerns in recent years has been the
declining membership and the, no doubt connected, fall in
Winter Evening Meeting attendances. The good news is that
the drop in membership numbers appears to have been
arrested and the Society’s Committee have made it a priority
to address this issue - you can expect to hear more about
this in the coming year. In the meantime please remember
you can play a part here by persuading friends/relatives to
join and by just spreading the word. Regarding the Winter
Evening Meetings I am always on the lookout for stimulating
and unusual Speakers especially given that, with so many
alternative attractions these days, we cannot afford to run
below par meetings.

Finally I must thank everyone who has contributed to
ensuring 2015 has been yet another successful year for our
Society. This includes Officers, other Committee members,
the above-mentioned Recorders, all volunteers who have
helped in such a wide variety of ways and all members for
their loyalty and support.
Last but not least, thanks to John Stidworthy, Anne Riley
and all contributors for the production of yet another
splendid Review for you to enjoy.

Financially we remain in good shape with a healthy
surplus each year which enables us to continue our efforts to
support local conservation causes both for those Reserves
we directly support and for other organisations in

Peter

SCOTLAND, SUMMER 2015

The drive up was a treat in itself, as the scenery gradually
hardened from the rolling fields and wide open skies of our
starting point in Lancashire, where my brother is embedded,
and began to take on a wilder character. The weather grew
correspondingly more brusque, and by the time we pulled in
at Annandale Water service area the skies were darkening in
a menacing manner. We were still (just) able to enjoy sitting
outside on the terrace, sipping our coffees and watching the
swallows flying in and out of their nests in the roof trusses
above us. By the time the rain began in earnest, we were
snugly back in the Land Rover and heading north.

For ages, the three of us had been looking longingly at that
familiar advert for the Grant Arms in Grantown-on-Spey
and its special holidays for bird-watchers. So it was almost
inevitable that one day, one of us would say that it was
about time we did something about it and actually got
ourselves booked in. And thus it came to pass. From the
moment that the receptionist played birdsong over the
phone while I was on hold when I made our reservation, I
knew we were in for a memorable week.
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We arrived in light rain and immediately set off for an
orientation walk, as our limbs were stiff after such a long
drive. The hotel itself, and the town, made a very pleasant
first impression, with many walks helpfully signposted. We
first headed up to the trail along the disused railway that
once linked Grantown to Aviemore. The views were splendid
(if somewhat obscured by the rain) and I was delighted to
notice that one of the houses we walked past boasted a large
green Chinese pagoda in its garden!
We slept well that night, after a quick briefing from one
of the in-house naturalists and a wonderful three-course
dinner. Very early next day, I was down in Anagach wood,
exploring the beautiful River Spey. I walked along to the old
bridge, enjoying the sparkling waters and reflecting on how
unlike my beloved River Wharfe it was, as it ran shallow and
fast between low banks. Up through the early-morning
woods I walked, hoping to see the red squirrels that call
them home. Sadly I was not lucky, and so I returned to the
hotel for breakfast. We came back again straight afterwards
to have another look. This time we met a local lady walking
her dog, who pointed us to the feeding station installed in a
large tree. Within three minutes we were entranced to see
two squirrels appear and instantly start tucking in to the
nuts. They were very charming in the sunlight.
After admiring them, we set off for the Findhorn Valley,
billed in our hotel literature as the Valley of the Raptors. We
did not see a single raptor, but it is a stunning drive, and we
decided to branch off on to the side road to Farr. This took
us high up across a moor, offering exhilarating long-distance
views and some adventurous driving conditions. The only
living things we saw were a group of three kestrels, perhaps
two adults teaching their offspring the finer points of flying.
We stumbled upon a tiny secret loch blanketed in water
lilies, not marked on our map, which was a beautiful sight.
The next day was spent at RSPB Insh Marshes, where we
were lucky enough to spot two golden eagles. We went to
bed that night having carefully studied the tide table posted
on the hotel wall, as we had big plans. We were on the road
to Chanonry Point very early. I had first been here over
twenty years ago, when my friend and I had had the feeling
we had discovered this magical spot all on our own, but by
now it has grown into a ‘must-visit’ to be ticked on every
eco-tourist’s agenda, and the vehicles in the car park came
from all over Europe. The shingle beach rapidly filled up, the
people closest to the rising tide jealously guarding their
patch, and the feeling of excitement had risen to a fever
pitch by the time the first cry of ‘Dolphins!’ went up an hour
later. The incoming tide rose halfway up our tripod (and our
legs!) and still we stood bewitched as the dolphin known as
Charlie swam within less than thirty feet of us, tossing a
plump salmon. Other dolphins surfaced and played further
out, and a lucky family of kayakers found themselves right in

Young pine martens

their midst. The watchers on the beach enjoyed a shared
moment of something close to ecstasy, with locals who come
every day enjoying the experience just as much as the
tourists. I had arranged a boat trip out from Cromarty for
the afternoon, and speeding along in the RIB, performing
some flamboyant spins on our way out to spot yet more
dolphins, was truly exhilarating. The best day of our trip?
Or perhaps the joint best. Two days later, we had
reluctantly accepted that our chances of seeing pine martens
in the wild were somewhere close to zero, so we weakened
and decided to pay to go and look for them from a specially
designed hide on the Rothiemurchus estate. We set off at
nightfall, armed with the directions that had been emailed to
us. The whole enterprise had a somewhat cloak-and-dagger
feel as we made our way in the gathering darkness to the
meeting spot, parked on the little estate road and waited for
our contact, known only as John, to appear. Right away, he
entranced us with his stories: he lives in a little cottage on
the estate, and told us that quite often he wakes up at night
and looks up to see four or five little pine marten faces
peeping down through the skylight. Soon we were settling
excitedly into the hide – carpeted, heated, very civilised
indeed – and watching as he laid out the ‘bait’. A trail of
Tesco’s finest peanut butter was smeared into various
crevices and on to tree branches, with an egg forming the
ultimate treat on the little feeding platform at the end.
We scarcely dared to breathe as the adult female
appeared, tripping daintily down the tree and seizing the egg
in her mouth, using her large claws to stabilise it before
scampering off to bury it just as we had been told she would.
Very shortly afterwards, first one, then two and finally three
youngsters appeared. The way that they moved was
captivating, and we were close enough to observe the tiniest
of details as they flitted past. By now it had started to rain
very heavily, and the torrents drumming on the roof relieved
us of any need to try to be quiet ourselves as we ran from

Badger feasting on peanuts

Dolphin with prey
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the front of the hide to the back, where the badgers were
massing. Snuffling wet shapes were trundling along their
well-worn paths to the sunken area behind the hide, where
they too were drawn in by the lure of peanut butter. Sitting
behind the glass, we were just a foot or so from them, which
enabled us to see every detail of their behaviour and their
powerful bodies with their shaggy coats streaked with the
heavy rain. Back and forth we trotted between these two
wonderful animals: the same body shape but on a very
different scale, one sinuous and graceful and the other built
more like a bulldozer.
All too soon it was midnight and pitch dark and time to
go home. We had been luckier than we had ever dared to
hope, and seen a species that is part of the magic fabric of
the Highlands. This evening brought our trip to an end on
the most glorious of high notes, and when we headed home
the next morning we were still fizzing with the thrill and
promising ourselves a return visit as soon as possible.

Ballad of the Tropical Systematic Botanist
He's a plucker, he's a picker, he's a cutter, he's a snipper
He knows too much about ginger and when given room to
roam
He gathers great big armfuls of brand new botanic samples
And he presses them and logs them and he brings them all
back home
It's the only form of logging ecologically acceptable
He doesn't care if each new leaf's disgusting or delectable
Toxic, psychotropic, soporific or medicinal
His quest is non-judgemental and completely unconditional
When he turns over a new leaf it's always pretty literal
''Ooh, not seen that one before …''
With his eyes on the horizon and his hand around a rhizome
You'll see him bleed but you won't hear him moan
With his ankles cut by switchgrass, far from home and Alan
Titchmarsh
He's a foliage-focused Indiana Jones

Lynn Loader
From Mike Atkinson

Yeah he's a mild-mannered tropical systematic botanist
But at the end of the day
He's a pretty determined-looking mild-mannered tropical
systematic botanist
So don't get in his way.

I haven't been to a Nats event since, er, yonks! Have you
noticed? Well, I have.
I have been missing you, but these days, like Duke
Ellington, I ‘don't get around much any more'. Getting
around is now not so easy for me, so I don't very often come
across new things to write about. So I'm thinking that
maybe now is the time to stop writing these pieces. I have
been doing them since 1999. I have enjoyed it, but it creates
work for the editors, and distracts your attention as readers
from all the Nats news.
I have been assuming all along not just that you are as
fascinated by plants as I am, but also that you know a lot
about them. That is what I assumed. Well, many of you do
know a lot more than I did.
When I was a kid I lived in a middling, semi-rural
backwater mining town, just a mile away from the main
LMS railway line from St. Pancras to Scotland. There was a
war on, so my only possible boyhood interests were 'namer'
engines, bows and arrows and the big wide world - well, the
three mile radius I could walk. There were a lot of 'casuals'
(unusual plants) but my only teachers about them were my
parents with one tiny, identification book. That was my
world and I assumed, daft-like, that everybody else liked
plants as much as we did.
That's not how the world is now. 70 years on things have
grown so much bigger, richer and more complex. Some of
the old stuff is still about - 'shoes and ships' (as Lewis
Carroll's walrus said) - and now there are books and
bananas and phones (and 'selfies') and more than the single,
odd, motor-car. The sea isn't 'boiling hot' yet (though keep
your fingers crossed) and some 'fish have wings'. You don't
notice all this as it slowly creeps up around you, and we
don't cotton on to the new realities and realise what they
mean. Our countryside, science and natural history are all
different now. Plants I knew round home aren't there now
according to Willmot and Moyes' new Flora of Derbyshire.
Here in Wharfedale I don't go back more than 18 years, but I
remember with affection and gratitude the days out we have
shared and what I have learned about natural history from
you all - especially from our fine botany leaders, Joan
Duncan, Joyce Hartley, Nicky Vernon and Bruce Brown.
Now, thinking in particular of the botanists, I'll leave
you with something to amuse you. It's not by me and I hope
you all will get a laugh out of it:

Matt Harvey, from 'Shopping With Dad' (Barefoot Books,
2010)
Something too from William Wordsworth:
To me the meanest flower that blows can give
Thoughts that do often lie too deep for tears.
from Ode - Intimations of Immortality from
Recollections in early Childhood (1807),
and a heartening promise from John Milton's Lycidas
(1645), to get you off to sleep on a Wednesday evening:
‘Tomorrow to fresh Woods, and Pastures new.’

NOTES FROM AN OTLEY (NEWALL)
GARDEN
The highlight of the year has been the super little woolcarder bees (Anthidium manicatum). They appeared in late
July on the orange-brown foxglove Digitalis ferruginea. The
small tubular flowers seem to be just perfect for this fat
honey-bee sized insect but a bit narrow for most worker
bumblebees. There were up to a dozen carder bees on the
foxgloves at any one time, both males and females, easily
distinguished from honey-bees and leaf-cutter bees by the
row of yellow spots on the edge of the abdomen. As the
foxglove flowers died in August the bees moved on to the red
flowered wall germander (Teucrium chamaedrys). Here the
full range of behaviour could be seen. Male bees patrol the
plant in the air and may rest nearby, every so often landing
on a flower for nectar. Should a female rest on a flower to
feed, the male dive-bombs her, resting on her back for a few
seconds of mating before flying on. The female continues to
feed as if nothing had happened. No courtship here then!
Males also dive-bomb other insects visiting the flowers
including honey-bees, bumblebees and hoverflies, all so
alarmed that they immediately fly off in panic. Elsewhere I
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shelter crop where as many as 600 linnets and 90
chaffinches feed in autumn and a dozen or so song thrushes
overwinter in kale edges. Another area of grasses is cut for
hay to reduce its fertility and increase plant diversity.
Adjacent sheep graze to provide a mix of tall and short grass
patches attractive to feeding swallows, migrant pipits and
wheatears. Three other areas of rank tussocky grasses,
herbs, bramble and scrub patches provide ideal habitat for
small mammals, including harvest mice, water shrews and
field voles, the latter key prey for barn owls, which regularly
nest in the nestboxes provided. This uncut grassland also
supports large numbers and species of moth, vital food for
bats, birds and other species.
Hundreds of native trees and shrubs, along with sea
salt-tolerant non-native species have been planted to provide
additional habitat and much needed shelter in the very
windy environment. Wide pathways and sunny glades are
cut and mown within the invasive edge blackthorn scrub
and a small 100 tree apple orchard features ten traditional
varieties from the southwest. Whitethroats, chiffchaffs and
bullfinches are amongst the common birds that breed whilst
others such as garden, willow and grasshopper warblers are
decreasing or only now occasional.
A ten metre diameter pond was
dug and lined early on and left for
species to colonise naturally;
dragonflies in the first year, spawning
frogs after two years, palmate newts
after three years, spawning toads
after five years. The pond is designed
and managed to imitate in miniature
Siskin
a wading bird scrape so it was not too
much of a surprise to see a green sandpiper on the rock
placed specifically for it in the first spring; up to four
together grace the pond for a few hours each spring and
autumn along with other increasingly scarce migrants such
as tree pipit and snipe coming to drink and bathe.
Interestingly, by owning a small farm and engaging with
local farmers Fred has come across a surprisingly large
number of local landowners who are interested in wildlife
and conservation. Some owner-occupiers, maybe semiretired farmers, are indeed excellent self-taught naturalists,
and able to manage their land in a low input/low output way
whilst also managing parts of their farms for wildlife. Others
with maybe just a few acres also manage their land in a lowintervention way. He believes that the contribution such
low-intervention landowners are having on overall nature
conservation in the countryside is not recognised. Many of
these properties are, in effect, private nature reserves and
are often better managed than some recognised nature
reserves and contribute greatly to the network of connected
semi-natural habitats needed for wildlife to survive future
threats.
My own efforts at wildlife gardening, involving ponds,
wood and stone piles and areas set aside for wild flowers in
a suburban garden are maybe put in the shade by Fred’s
work. However, it should be emphasised that, while few
would have the commitment, resources or expertise to
create and manage a conservation project on the scale
outlined here, however small a garden or piece of land one
has available it is increasingly important that at least part is
left or managed for wildlife. By doing so we can provide the
joined-up habitats needed to retain much of the wildlife
required for the health and enjoyment of future generations.

Male wool-carder bees on
Digitalis ferruginea

have even seen a male dive-bomb and chase off wasps as
well as dive-bombing any intruding males which he
considers are invading his territory. It may be that here
there were so many males that none of them had the energy
to take over the entire plant. However, it was good to see
that this delightful insect is doing so well in north Otley, and
to attract it you just need to have the right plants.
Siskin and redpoll visited at Christmas 2014. In the spring
the redpoll returned a few times but not siskins. Throughout
the spring until mid-summer we had a regular pair of
bullfinches. Then tragedy struck. The male flew into our
study window and was killed. We never saw his mate again.
Six woodpigeons and domestic pigeons have all crashed into
our windows and flown away as if nothing had happened
but the little bullfinch and a goldfinch with weaker skulls
were both killed.
The tortoiseshell has regained its position as the
commonest species of butterfly after several years of decline,
but strangely it was absent in August. Now, late October, it
still outnumbers the red admiral, peacock and comma. A
worn painted lady appeared on 23rd June and several fresh
ones were around from 23rd August until 6th September.
There were single records of gatekeeper on 31st July, no
doubt up from the Otley wetlands, and a small copper on 6th
August.
Two less common garden weeds were weasel’s snout
(Misopates orontium), with attractive pink snap-dragon
flowers, and small toadflax (Chaenorhinum minus), with
flowers that almost require a lens to see properly. The
weasel’s snout may well have hitched a lift from Lancashire
when we moved over two years ago, but it is also common
both as a wild flower and as a weed in Garden Centres.

Malcolm Edmunds
FARMING FOR WILDLIFE
Last year I listened with fascination to one of the most
encouraging tales of wildlife conservation I have heard for a
long time. It came from Fred Currie, at one time the
Conservation Adviser for England for the Forestry
Commission, so a man with an immense knowledge of
practical conservation. On retirement six years before, he
and his wife moved from Suffolk and bought a small farm in
west Cornwall which they are managing totally for wildlife.
Various treatments are being trialled in the once
intensively farmed land to maximise diversity and attract as
much wildlife as possible. Fields have been divided into
several areas, some sown with a flowering nectar crop for
butterflies and bees and others with a wild bird seed and

Denis O’Connor
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THE WORLD’S BIGGEST MOTHS
I was inspired to begin moth trapping on a June day in 2012
when a neighbour called me across to look at a big moth that
had been sitting on his gate post all day. He correctly
identified it as a lime hawkmoth, a beautiful creature with
long swept back, tan coloured wings marked with a broken
green cross band. It got me wondering what other exotic
creatures could be flying around our street after dark and I
was hooked.
I have now reached the stage of being fascinated with
the identification problems of the much smaller micromoths
but the truth is that my pulse only really quickens when I
find giant moths on opening the trap in the morning. The
charm of moth trapping is that, once the night is over, most
moths hide from the light and stay still, allowing themselves
to be identified or photographed.
The big moths I have encountered in Britain this year
have included three other hawkmoths, the poplar with one
of the weirdest shapes of all, with hindwings projecting in
front of the forewings, and pine and elephant hawkmoths
with swept back wings on which some jet fighter shapes
were surely based. These all have wingspans of 3-4 inches.
Often, when placed on your finger the hawkmoths, unable to
take off in their torpid state, will begin to vibrate their
wings, faster and faster until after perhaps two minutes and
with their body engines thoroughly revved up, they spring
into the air and zoom away. Again the jet aircraft
comparison is irresistible. Also big but with markedly
different shapes were drinkers, hunch-backed and furry, and
great oak moths that settle with wings spread.
In Europe the biggest I have encountered, with a 5 inch
wingspan, was at my brother’s house in Duras in France
where, on returning one night, a death’s head hawkmoth,
emblazoned with a skull on its thorax so a creature of ill
omen according to legend, was nestled up against one of the
outside lights. Said to presage a death in the house my
brother, with paying guests staying overnight, has kept quiet
about what I regard as his most exotic visitor! He has since
sent me a photo of an equally impressive monster, a
convolvulus hawkmoth, found during the day when he was
helping with a neighbour’s grape harvest. Moths seem to
grow larger as you head south into warmer climes.
Big though they were, none prepared me for the size of
the moth encountered on what was essentially a birding trip
to eastern Venezuela, along the border with Guyana, in
March this year. It was resting with wings spread on the
perimeter wall of the wonderfully named Campamento
Anaconda in Las Claritas, a small gold mining town at the
edge of the forest. The moth was pale with wings marked by
a series of blotches and zigzags. Holding a pen below it for
comparison (pictured), each of its wings measured the
length of the pen giving it a wingspan of 28cm (11 inches).
There are no published guides to Venezuelan moths and,
even though it was spectacular, I had no great hopes of
identifying it. However, back at home an internet search of
‘big Venezuelan moths’ quickly came up with an
identification.
It was a white witch, Thysania agrippina, the moth with
the largest wingspan in the world. It has typically been
reported as being up to 11 inches across with one Brazilian
specimen measuring a full 12 inches. It goes by a number of
different names reflecting its size and pale appearance: giant
moth, great grey witch, great owlet moth, birdwing moth
and giant agrippina. It occurs in Mexico, Central and South
America and has strayed as far north as Texas. Despite its
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size it is an elusive species about which little is known. Its
caterpillars have been seen so rarely that its food plants are
unknown. It is a member of the subfamily Catocalinae of the
Noctuidae family, so is quite closely related to the red, rosy
and crimson underwings which are among our largest
moths. In fact its forewing pattern is rather similar although
it lacks their brightly coloured hindwings.

White witch

Although it is generally accepted that the white witch
has the largest wingspan, it is not the one with the biggest
wing area. That was thought to be the atlas moth, found in
the forests of southeast Asia and common across the Malay
archipelago but which now appears to have been usurped by
the hercules moth from New Guinea and northern Australia.
They both have wingspans of about 10 inches, as does the
world’s biggest butterfly, the birdwing, Ornithoptera
alexandrae, an uncommon species with a restricted range in
Papua New Guinea. So until it is perhaps one day overtaken
by a newly discovered giant the white witch still reigns
supreme as the lepidopteran and, according to some
authorities, the insect with the longest wings.
As to the big moth with which I started this article, the
lime hawkmoth, three years after I saw it I have neither
trapped nor even seen another!

Denis O’Connor
ARCHIE’S LAST STAND
Archie is a remarkable blackbird with a plumage
abnormality – he’s a striking combination of black and white
which really shows off his very yellow eye ring and bill. I
have written about him before in the Review. He first
appeared in 2009, and sadly I think 2015 is the last year we
shall have the pleasure of following his adventures in our
garden.
He was around lots in January, particularly at the front
where I kept him supplied with apples. He was also spending
time in the back – seemingly he wanted the whole garden
for his territory this year (usually the garden supports two
or even three pairs of blackbirds).
On return from our February holiday I was relieved to
find Archie, handsome as ever, in the front garden. By midMarch, Archie was also spending quite a lot of time in the
back garden by the pond – no doubt waiting for the tadpoles
to grow into tasty morsels! On 14th March he was on the
back lawn with a female with a pale throat patch. He
appeared to be guarding her whilst she ate bread.

his family – at least 2 youngsters! Then they all disappeared
for a few days. I saw him on 4th August, then intermittently
through August. My last recorded sighting is on 28th August
– he was sitting on the fence outside my bedroom window
first thing in the morning.
Then we went on holiday again, and he has never
reappeared.
It looks like he had at least one and possibly 2 successful
broods in his last year. None of his offspring appear to have
a plumage abnormality. He must have been at least seven
years old (he was a full adult when he first appeared in
2009).
The fact that he was so distinctive meant we could follow
his adventures – it has been very absorbing and
entertaining, and we’ll miss him next year.

Archie

Over the next few days he was also around at the front,
and there did appear to be another male with a territory at
the far back beyond the arch.
On 4th April he was at the back collecting very small
worms and this behaviour continued for the next few days –
looks like his young have hatched!
On 13th April I witnessed some very strange behaviour –
Archie first jumping over then attacking his female on the
back lawn whilst the resident male looked on. Then Archie
and female flew round to the front. Later I saw him
collecting food.
On 19th April he had a fierce battle with a pair of magpies
and the next day he was not collecting food – had his nest
been raided? Then he disappeared for a few days. He
reappeared on 26th April chasing a magpie. In the afternoon
I heard a soft little subsong from an oak tree at the front. I
peered in and there was Archie. I Imagined it was a sad song
and he was mourning the loss of his nest. I brought him an
apple but he ignored it and flew off across the road!
On 27th April he was around at the front with Mrs Archie.
On 28th he was also around at the back but was chased by
the resident male when he got as far as the arch.
On 1st May he was bathing in the front pond. On 3rd May
he was at the back gathering batter (leftover from Peter’s
weekly treat of fish and chips!). On 4th May I saw him with
food at the front, and he was singing from the front corner
oak tree. A well grown juvenile was drinking at the front
pond and then it flew into the border near where Archie was
pottering. I can’t be sure, but I think Archie fed it – he
certainly didn’t chase it off.
Then we went on holiday.
On our return on 18th May I was again relieved to see him
(both front and back).
On 19th May he was coming to the back a lot and not
being chased. He was also collecting food.
On 25th May Archie and Mrs were around at the back, but
also 2 other males. Later Archie chased a magpie at the
front. For the next few days he was around at the back and
front.
On 1st June he was chased off at the back – he had pushed
his luck and gone as far as the arch which seemed to be the
boundary of back male’s territory.
By 21st June he was collecting a lot of food again and on
25th June he was collecting like mad both front and back. On
30th June I saw him with at least one youngster in the hedge
by the drive.
He disappeared for a few days around the middle of July,
but reappeared on the 16th. On 19th July he was around with

Anne Riley
THE WASHBURN VALLEY AND ITS
BIRDS
I have been undertaking regular long walks in the Washburn
Valley, north of Otley, since 1997 both to observe and
catalogue the birdlife and to ensure I get some regular
exercise. When I started I entertained the hope that I would
be able to observe bird trends over time and draw
appropriate conclusions. In this respect I have certainly not
been disappointed!
The basis of these walks is three regular routes which
cover most of the length of this intimate dale and ensure
that I am covering virtually all the main habitats, from valley
bottom up to heather moors. I have to accept that many
people find it understandably amusing that I have done the
upper valley walk 102 times, the middle valley 164 times and
the lower valley walk 162 times. The truth is that the more
time has passed the more I enjoy the walks not least because
I think the Washburn is both a beautiful place and, given the
lack of a road running up the valley bottom, very peaceful
and quiet – at times it feels like I have the place to myself! In
addition, as you might expect, I have succeeded in my
original vision of developing an intimate knowledge of what
has been happening to the birdlife of the valley with my
instinct backed up by detailed computerised records going
all the way back to the first walks. The numbers of birds
noted for these records would be reasonably accurate for the
low number counts but, of course, only guesstimates for the
larger numbers, given I don’t usually have the time or the
will to accurately count the numbers of such prolific species
as corvids and geese! My numbers, by the way, include birds
only heard and I could not over-stress the importance of
knowing your bird songs and calls for a study of this nature.
Some very clear trends have emerged from my data that
lead me to conclude that significant changes have been
taking place. I am reinforced in this belief by comparing my
conclusions with national trends, particularly the Breeding
Bird Survey which has been run by the British Trust for
Ornithology since 1995. In fact, so similar are many of the
conclusions that I occasionally treat myself to a little chuckle
by thinking that the BTO could have spared itself and its
volunteers a lot of effort by just relying on my data which I
would be happy to provide free of charge! Not a serious
comment, I hasten to add, but it is very reassuring to see
that my observations, which I accept would not withstand
rigorous scientific scrutiny, are nonetheless pointing in the
right direction. I should also say that I am not unduly
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surprised by some of the downward trends, not least
because I have observed from my walks a variety of
farmland ‘improvements’ particularly regarding the
drainage of wet areas to create grass monocultures or cereal
crops. This is consistent with what has generally been
happening in the Dales where there has been a massive loss
of hay meadows since WW2. Because this has happened
gradually we tend to think of the current local landscapes as
quintessentially Yorkshire Dales whereas in truth they are
nothing like as biologically rich as they used to be. The
Washburn has not been immune from this trend. Ironic isn’t
it that we are now trying to recreate hay meadows!
So which species are up and which are down? The rest of
this article gives my own general Washburn observations on
selected species and compares them with, in brackets, the
Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) trend for England based on the
period 1995 to 2014. I begin with the positive news about
some of those species which are increasing.
POPULATION INCREASES
Red kite (over 10,000%!) and common buzzard (+172%)
populations have both increased exponentially – it’s amazing
to think that my first Washburn red kite was in 2003 and
my first buzzard in 1995. The reasons behind the red kite
increase are well known but the buzzard is less obvious
although one explanation is connected to the increase in the
rabbit population as immunity to myxomatosis has
developed.
Pheasant (+31% but over twice that in Yorkshire) are
now worryingly prevalent in the valley. There has
undoubtedly been a large increase. Whilst the pheasant
rearing interests have provided some useful habitats, the
impact on biomass in the valley must be of some
considerable significance and is likely to be detrimental.
Curlew and lapwing are both in decline in the UK (BBS
-46% and -45% respectively) and yet there is no statistically
significant decline in Yorkshire. My observations thankfully
mirror this trend. It may be that it has been mainly the loss
of lowland wetlands linked to agricultural intensification
that has driven this decline, whereas most of the breeding
habitat for these species in the Washburn is moorland and
its fringe habitats, with which Yorkshire is relatively well
endowed.
Jackdaw numbers (+42%) are clearly higher, based on
general observation, although my figures have only ever
been guesstimates given the numbers involved. I am unable
to express an opinion about whether this increase could be
generally disadvantageous for other birds except to note that
two reliable little owl tree nesting holes are now occupied by
jackdaws. Nonetheless their cheerful calling on a winter
walk is a welcome relief from the general silence. Carrion
crow (+24%) do seem to be very prevalent now although
less so on the grouse moors for perhaps obvious reasons.
Blackcap (+115%) and chiffchaff (+90%) are two
warblers whose numbers have clearly increased over the
years from my figures. These are short distance migrants
that generally stop short of trying to cross the Sahara,
wintering in North Africa or Southern Europe, and it is
thought that this shorter migration has helped them thrive.
By contrast willow warbler, although declining by -37% in
England is holding its population numbers up in Yorkshire
(BBS again) – interestingly, though, my figures would
suggest a consistent shallow decline.
Common redstart (+27%) are as common as ever with
the Washburn certainly being a stronghold. The reasons for
this are not entirely clear except to say that the nesting
success rate has improved.
12

Song thrush (+10%) are
clearly doing well in the valley
with numbers undoubtedly
having increased from a dearth
in the lean drought years of the
mid-1990s. This species needs
damper ground to thrive as it
brings their food supplies, such
as worms, snails and slugs, to
the surface.
I had no record of tree sparrow
(+77%) in the Washburn until
2003 but now they are reliably to
Song thrush
be seen where bird feeders are
used. This species is undoubtedly bouncing back after a
catastrophic decline largely caused by agricultural
intensification and it may be that this latest trend is linked to
them learning about using bird feeders to get them through
the difficult winter period.
Grey wagtail (-5% but not statistically significant) are
thriving in the valley probably linked to milder winters
although a population dip has always been noticeable in the
breeding season after a long winter cold spell.
Goldfinch (+106%) are very obviously more common
now. There is a study underway to see if this is perhaps
linked to the greater availability of garden feeding.
NOW FOR THE BAD NEWS – AND THERE IS RATHER
TOO MUCH OF IT
Grey partridge (-55%) is way down in the Washburn to
the extent that I struggle to get it on to my year list. Whilst
the valley would probably never have been a stronghold for
this species the decline is very marked.
Common sandpiper (-36%) is also somewhat reduced by
my records – the reasons for this decline have yet to be
explained. In the Washburn the occasional rapidly
fluctuating water level of the reservoirs cannot be helping,
given their liking for nesting on the stony shores.
Cuckoo (-68%) is certainly in decline in the Washburn
with fewer sightings year on year – they seem to be hanging
on in the moorland fringes. Reasons for this decline are not
clearly established but climate change and the perils of
migration and problems in the wintering areas may be part
of the explanation.
Little owl (-55%) is an introduced species that appears to
have filled an environmental niche without harming other
species. My records show a substantial decline even in excess
of the BBS outcome. Whilst agricultural intensification is
probably the main culprit the cold winter snaps we
experienced several years ago did seem to have a marked
negative effect.
Swift (-41%) and House martin (-27%) are clearly
declining in the valley and in both cases I wonder if in my
lifetime I might fail to see them in a Washburn year. I’m also
concerned about the barn swallow (+27%) where the
Washburn picture appears to me to be one of decline but the
BBS stats for England say otherwise – I can’t begin to
explain this.
Rook (-13%) is an enigma – why is it declining when
other corvids are increasing? My observations certainly
support the BBS trend.
Whinchat (-38%) is now almost extinct in the valley as a
breeding bird. They were never common in my time but I
knew where to find them but sadly no longer. I do
occasionally still see passage birds mainly on the moor edges
and more likely on the return than the arrival. Whilst there

is no simple explanation, research
does suggest that agricultural
intensification is a significant factor.
Spotted flycatcher (-61%) is
hanging on in several Washburn
locations but the mirroring of the
national trend is clear. Again there is
no simple reason but in this case
problems on migration or the
wintering grounds may well be
significant.
Starling (-60%) numbers are
definitely reduced, at least regarding
Whinchat
the breeding season. Interestingly productivity per nest has
increased but the numbers of nests and the first year
survival rate have both declined. This is a European problem
and, whilst agricultural intensification looks to be part of the
answer, other factors are likely to be in play.
Linnet (-27%) are declining by a similar amount by my
records – they are really getting difficult to come across
during the breeding season. Our old friend agricultural
intensification is almost certainly largely responsible with,
for example, a decline in the quality of hedgerow nest sites
leaving the species more open to predation.
Greenfinch (-29%) are clearly down thought largely to be
due to the spread of the disease trichomoniasis. They are
most often seen in the Washburn around bird feeders surprisingly few houses in the valley do this but where they
do they are a magnet. The irony is that this disease is
commonly spread via contamination of feeding stations!
One other interesting trend is revealed from my statistics
namely that the number of species seen/heard per walk has
been going down in the last few years. This should perhaps
not be surprising given the ‘State of Nature Report’,
produced by the RSPB and other conservation organisations,
estimated the number of breeding birds in the UK fell by
some 44 million between the Sixties and 2012!
In summary the Washburn Valley remains for the
moment a wonderful place for watching birds but it is
certainly not immune from wider bird population trends. As
each generation passes we lose our collective memory of
what it used to be like and think that what we are seeing is
the norm which is, of course, far from the truth. Surveys like
the British Breeding Survey help to mitigate this effect and,
for my part, to see for myself the changes taking place on
the ground, even though for only some twenty years, has
been a salutary and fascinating experience. Whilst not
optimistic I can only hope that eventually we will grasp the
nettle and work to make our environment more wildlife
friendly. In the meantime what we have has been a source of
tremendous pleasure to me as well as a wonderful way to
exercise!

Peter Riley
NETHERGILL FARM
Sunday June 28 2015
We had a trip to Nethergill Farm, a working farm which
also operates as a field centre and offers bed and breakfast
accommodation and teas, adjacent to the Dales Way.
The weather was mizzling so during the morning we
discussed the position of the upland farmer; the triangle of
the environment, the producer and the supermarket; the
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method of payments and subsidies and the imposed strict
timetable for hay meadow cutting which might possibly
affect plant diversity by insisting on a common policy rather
than a variation of regimes to suit particular farmers' needs
or weather types.
There was also discussion about a limestone pan a few
inches below the surface of the land possibly caused by
flocculation of applied lime.
Much has been done round the farm to reduce the carbon
footprint, including solar panels, a hybrid car, ground source
heating (not wholly successful), and biomass for the boiler.
The wood could be dried on the farm with sufficient
ventilation and could be supplied by coppicing.
Nethergill has bird hides with green roofs where sheep
can graze, and house martins nest just above the observation
holes. We saw a whole family of siskins taking food just
outside the farm window, and others were feeding by the
hide. We saw sandpiper, grey and pied wagtail, greater
spotted woodpecker and goldfinch, with house martins
scooping up the insects under the sycamore.
The meadows are apparently not ready to act as a seed
bank, but boasted northern marsh orchid, bird's eye
primroses, butterwort, three types of forget- me-not (field,
changing and water) three types of speedwell (germander,
thyme-leaved and brooklime) and scurvygrass.

Clare Ablett
SALTHOLME
8 July 2015
It was a full bus of us that set off for Saltholme on a
sunny Saturday in July. Everyone was looking forward to
seeing the progress that had been made at Saltholme since
the last WNS visit: this is definitely a reserve that is still
evolving.
On arrival we were once again impressed by the contrast
between the green haven of the reserve and the heavily
industrialised surroundings. There cannot be many more
surreal experiences for a naturalist than bird-watching
against the background of the Middlesbrough Transporter
Bridge!
One of the most interesting areas at this time of year was
the garden near the visitor centre. It had come on in leaps
and bounds since our last visit, and many people lingered
there to examine the plantings and perhaps steal some ideas
for their own gardens.
Out on the reserve proper, the hides were packed with
eager visitors, keen to spot the elusive yellow wagtails which
had been reported. Although this is not perhaps a peak
season for birding, the ‘usual suspects’ on view included
dunlin, barnacle goose, little egret, heron, little ringed plover
and sand martin.
But it was not just birds: the reserve was running an
event themed around sheep, with the chance to watch the
shearing, learn about these interesting and useful animals
and even buy a fleece to bring home. (Personally I always
tend to take a fleece with me when out birding, just not the
kind that still has twigs and leaves tangled up in it!)
The wildlife at Saltholme is not limited simply to birds
and animals: a long circular walk out through the wildflower
meadow area was very enjoyable and rewarding, and
enabled us to put the reserve more into its context amid the
post-industrial landscape. Lots of work has already been

done, and it is heartening to see the results. Many people
clearly love this area and want to help to bring it back to the
very best it can be.
All too soon it was time to reconvene and get back on our
trusty bus. Once again, Michael’s organisational skills,
coupled with Kevin’s impeccable driving and courteous
welcome, helped to make it a grand day out.

sleep, so the trip back to Yorkshire was very quiet.
Hallowe’en was in full swing by the time we got home, just
in time for Strictly. The verdict on the day: ‘Fab-u-lous!!’

Lynn Loader
BIRD OUTINGS 2015

Lynn Loader
LEIGHTON MOSS
October 2015
The journey up was foggy, although in a brief flash of
blue sky I did spot a skein of geese heading towards our
destination, which heightened my excitement. I also received
a tipoff from my brother, who lives nearby, that he was
watching otters from the Public Hide, so that was of course
our first port of call, and indeed, we were treated to three
otters diving, catching fish and just playing. Everyone in the
hide was wearing a big silly
grin, such is the emotional
power of this delightful
animal. The walk out to the
causeway was also the chance
to see the track of the new
boardwalk through the reed
bed, which will be fantastic
when it is completed.
Otter
The other ongoing works
at the reserve had already begun to make an impact, with
the changing water levels beginning to deliver some quite
different suites of birds in the various ponds and scrapes. It
is pleasing to see the intense care and devotion shown to
keeping this place special for all the wildlife that calls it
home. Of course one of the literal high spots of our visit was
the new Skytower. Unfortunately, by the time I dragged
myself away from the otters and climbed up, the fog had
descended with a vengeance, but even so, it was easy to
imagine what a stunning panorama will open up from the
top in better weather. The remote camera attached to the
tower will also doubtless provide some wonderful images.
Of course the birds are the main reason to go to Leighton
Moss, and even though the numbers did not seem to be as
large as we might have expected, we did log some very good
sightings between us. The ‘usual suspects’ included a range
of ducks, geese and waders, with the occasional pintail to be
spotted. We also enjoyed watching a pair of peregrines.
Perhaps the most rewarding half an hour was spent late in
the day, when the fog had come down, reducing visibility to
just a few yards, and we were trying to count the snipe from
the Tim Jackson hide. Even with a dozen pairs of eyes being
commandeered to join the hunt, the birds were as elusive as
ever. The old birders’ maxim about ornithology being 30 per
cent looking AT birds and 70 per cent looking FOR them
proved very apposite! But once we had spotted them they
did at least have the decency to stay very still, so that we
could admire their amazing camouflage.
As well as the wildlife, the landscape itself also yielded
some sights of great beauty, with the trees laced with
glittering cobwebs laden with mist, bright splashes of colour
from the berries and some good fungus specimens all adding
to the sensory delights.
Four o’clock came all too soon and it was a contented bus
full of people who set off for home. The gloomy weather and
Kevin’s usual smooth, capable driving lulled most of us to
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This is a brief summary of the Bird Outings organised by the
Wharfedale Naturalists Society in 2015.
First of all a big thank you to the volunteers who led the
outings (Richard Fuller, Pat & Ken Limb, David Smith and
Helen Steward).
Eight outings were planned but unfortunately two, to
Morecambe Bay and Eccup, were cancelled when ‘heavy rain
stopped play’! An additional trip, to Eccup was arranged
later in the year to compensate for the one we had to abort!
I have taken some interesting
points from the records of
members’ sightings:Perhaps not surprisingly,
chaffinch was the only bird seen at
every location. Much more
unexpectedly, lapwings were seen
on six out of the seven outings
which took place, maybe this is a
sign of the reversal of the recent
Red kite
decline in numbers of this species
in the UK. At least one raptor was seen on every outing,
most commonly buzzard, kestrel or red kite.
Surprisingly, the tit family were not common sightings,
except for blue tits and great tits, and rooks were only seen
at one site. Similarly, yellowhammer were only seen at one
(different) site. Sadly woodpeckers were not seen anywhere,
which is surprising. Are they difficult to spot? They can be
noisy, drumming, hammering and calling - but perhaps they
don’t get recorded.
A good selection of warbler species were seen, but,
surprisingly, no chiffchaff.
We were pleased to see great white egret and willow tit at
Old Moor RSPB reserve, and Mediterranean gull at North
Cave. Brambling were seen at Eccup, and redwings were
seen at both Eccup and Angler’s Country Park. A good start
to the season was two male ring ouzel at Scar House
reservoir, where snipe were also briefly seen displaying and
drumming.
To sum it all up members saw a total of 96 species; below
the average for the last five years, but the year’s weather
was not very good for birds either!
The information was taken from WNS Birding Field Days
2015 which records the species of birds seen on all the visits,
copies of the list are available from me by email or hard
copies can be obtained at Tuesday meetings.
My email address is ernie2644@uk2.net.

Ernie Scarfe
Could I please remind members intending to go on Bird
outings that it is helpful to tell the leader that you are
going. If people are expected, then leaders will wait at the
meeting point and ensure no one is left behind.

Dagenham, Essex (a new school serving the rapidly
expanding new estates to the east of London.) She worked
with teachers from all over including many from South
Wales.
At Easter 1930 Dorothy had met Horace Marjoram, a local
farmer’s son, on a church walk. A long courtship ensued. In
the late 1930s they went on a number of holidays together
(much in advance of the time I suspect). These included Aber
in North Wales (with a day trip to Dublin), the Lakes (by
train and then on a tandem) and Scotland travelling in an
Austin Ruby Saloon and camping (separate tents of coursephotos to prove it!). They went right up to the very north of
Scotland on rough roads. They met Neville Chamberlain. In
1939 they went with her parents, pulling a large heavy
caravan to the Trossachs.
Holidays were cut short with an early recall to school in
August 1939. Pupils were evacuated on 1st Sept via
Dagenham Docks and a peacetime Thames pleasure steamer
(Royal Daffodil) up coast to Great Yarmouth. They ended up
in Beccles (near where Horace’s father originally came
from). During the phoney war in the autumn, people drifted
back to London. She remembered going to hear Dame Myra
Hess playing piano in at the old Queens Hall in London.
Early summer 1940, with the beginning of the Battle of
Britain there was a second evacuation, this time far west to
Newquay in Cornwall. However, Dorothy had already put in
her resignation. On 10th Aug 1940 she married Horace at
Pool Church, followed by a honeymoon in the Lakes.
Then followed a number of years supporting Horace
farming at Riffa House Farm on the Harrogate Road, Pool.
They moved to Ben Rhydding in 1962 when they gave up the
farm.
After the war Dorothy and Horace were founder
members of both the Wharfedale Naturalists Society and the
Otley & District Photographic Society, reflecting their
abiding interests. They were both very successful
photographers and cooperated on many things .They had all
the up to date gear (much seeming very old fashioned
nowadays) and they got into home processed colour printing
later on.
Mam was President of both societies in her time and
contributed greatly in various ways.
I came along in 1950. Dorothy had some supply teaching
from time to time but it was only after I started school that
Dorothy went back to full time teaching (1956) at Pool
School where she went herself. I was a pupil at the same
time. It was a chance meeting with Dorothy’s old science
teacher at PHGS, Mr Nealy that led her to apply for a post
there. From 1960 to 1973 she taught Biology, chemistry,
human biology and rural studies. I followed my mam to
PHGS, and was taught by her again. She was a big supporter
of the school Junior Naturalists Society, giving lectures and
leading field trips.
She retired from teaching in 1973 on reaching 60 (Horace
was 65 in the same year), but remained busy in many ways.
They downsized to a house in Guiseley in 1976, but
continued their adventurous holidays. I have an early colour
slide from 1948 of Mam on top of Braeriach in Scotland (in
gear that wouldn’t pass muster today – the fur lined boots
fell apart on the descent apparently). Scotland was a regular
haunt, usually twice a year, either camping or caravanning,
in search of flowers, birds and the landscapes to photograph.
They also went to Europe, first France then further afield to
Spain and the Alps. All recorded in closely written
notebooks.

BUTTERFLY DAY
The annual butterfly walk was rescheduled due to bad
weather from the 4th to the 11th of August. It was a late
season trip to Bastow wood, timed to catch the emergence of
the scotch argus butterfly. There was a good turnout and
everyone who attended got to see all our target species up
close.
The weather was overcast and cool, butterflies were
emerging late and as a consequence deferring a week meant
that we ended up having a very successful day. The
highlights were two freshly emerged scotch argus and a
simply magnificent female dark green fritillary which posed
patiently for all the photographers. As an added bonus a
very late northern brown argus showed up at the end of the
walk, a new species for many in the group. We also recorded
five small heath, one meadow brown, one ringlet and two
small skipper.
Seven species on a dull day including three which are
very localised, meant that we all went home happy.

Paul Millard
Obituary

DOROTHY MARJORAM
Dorothy was the eldest daughter of George and Adelaide
Swales, born in Post Office Row, Pool in Wharfedale, August
14th 1913. The family (sister Winifred came along soon after)
lived in various lodgings in Pool including the Half Moon
pub. My mam has recorded this in detail, one example of the
phenomenal memory
she had.
Her father died in
1921 and her mother
later married Walter
Rawlinson. Dorothy
had a half-brother,
Tommy. Dorothy
attended Pool C of E
School and then, with
a scholarship, went to
Prince Henry’s GS in
Otley (1925-32) It was
still being built so
pupils had to have
some lessons in the
Mechanics Institute.
Dorothy was gifted
academically, always
being the top of the class especially in Science. She was a
leading light in the school natural science society, giving
talks to fellow pupils on various scientific subjects. She was
also a prefect.
She took up a place to read Botany at Leeds University in
1932. Few women went to university and read a science
subject at that time. She went with two lifelong friends from
PHGS – Rita Pullan and Peggy Brockbank (both my godparents). Dorothy was still writing to Peggy’s daughter right
to the end!
Dorothy graduated in 1935 and then did a post graduate
teaching certificate. The 1930s were difficult times to find
teaching jobs, but late in 1936 she was appointed to a post
at Triptons Girls Secondary School in Goodmayes,
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As old age
crept up they
went on
organised
holidays –
Tenerife,
Madeira, Spain,
Yugoslavia (as
was), Austria,
and Greece.
They were well
travelled.
My parents
became very
well known on the local lecture circuits. There is a list in a
note book of all the lectures they put together, from the first
The Colourful Seasons through In search of Flowers to the
last Marjoram’s Memories. They used sophisticated fading
techniques, and recorded commentaries of well researched
content spoken by Mam. There is also a long list of clubs
and societies they went to (only ever claiming expenses).
My mam looked after my dad when he needed care –
without complaint (mostly) but still managed to get out as
long as Dad could drive (She never drove). Day trips up their
beloved Wharfedale and beyond were still enjoyed. Horace
died in 1998. Dorothy had a new lease of life. She went on a
number of coach holidays within the UK (even back to
Newquay). She was a regular attender at WNS and ODPS
until she left the area.
She was a very determined person – still insisting on
looking after herself and not complaining about getting older
and less mobile. In 2007 she fell and broke her leg but got
out of hospital as quick as she could. She was increasingly
reliant on carers and family help. In 2011 she was in
hospital again, and she made the decision to go into care in
Llangollen. Despite her difficulties she was very positive, and
had a good chat and a laugh with the staff. She kept very
busy with puzzles, reading, watching TV (especially if about
places she had visited) and above all writing letters to friend
and relatives. She expected a quick reply too (I confess to
holding back her replies to give the correspondents time to
draw breath!)
Mam had an incredible memory and I have been left with
a large notebook full of her life story, plus all the notebooks
from various holidays and 1,000s of slides.
2013 was a big milestone, her 100th birthday (a first for
the care home). She lived another 18 months, still as bright
and positive as ever. She passed away in her sleep on 3rd
March. My last conversation with her was about advances in
genetics. Typical of Mam.
As she always reminded me ‘I have had a wonderful life’. I
think we would all agree to that! A role model for us all.

John Marjoram

camping, travelling in our campervan and the love of wild
places. She loved to hear of our adventures and both Fred
and I looked forward to her letters. Her last one to us had
made us smile as she had so much to tell us she had to use
the margins, fitting in sentences wherever she could!

Carmen Horner
MOTH REPORT
The 2015 moth report will not be available in time for
inclusion in the 2015 annual report. This is due to family
caring commitments this year end. The moth records will be
available in time for the Yorkshire Moth year end and will be
included in the National Moth records via the County
Recorder, Dr Charles Fletcher.
A review of the year’s highlights will be presented at one
of the WNS recorder’s evenings. It is hoped to have copies of
the usual report available to those who are interested.
Can we take this opportunity to thank all those who have
sent in records over the year.
Joyce has continued to digitise the old WNS records and
has now reached the letter ‘S’. This is a total of 17521 records
from members which will be included in the national
database.

Mike and Joyce Clerk

Moth recorders

DRAGONFLY AND DAMSELFLY REPORT
LARGE RED DAMSELFLY (Pyrrhosoma nymphula)
Recorded between 23rd April and 2nd October at Otley
Wetlands (OWNR), Timble Ings (TI), Burley, Sun Lane and
Otley.
Largest counts 23rd April OWNR 20, and 3rd July OWNR
‘Common’.
BLUE TAILED DAMSELFLY (Ischnura elegans)
Recorded between 15th June and 17th August at OWNR,
Otley, Sun Lane (SL).
Largest count 16th July OWNR 8.
AZURE DAMSELFLY (Coenagrion puella)
Recorded between 20th May and 17th August at TI, OWNR,
Otley, Burley and Sun Lane.
Largest counts 30th May OWNR 30+, 3rd July OWNR
‘Lots’, 17th August OWNR ‘Common’. Up to 30 mating and
egg laying throughout July in an Otley garden.
COMMON BLUE DAMSELFLY (Enallagma cyathigerum)
Recorded between 11th June and 17th August at Timble Ings,
OWNR and Otley.
Largest counts 29th June OWNR ‘Large numbers’ and 15th
July OWNR ‘Common’.

I had only spoken to Dorothy a few times at the Nats. I
hadn’t known her for a long time, like some members, but I
felt that I got to know her very well by correspondence.
Just before her 100th birthday a friend gave me some
flower books from a sale and they had Dorothy Marjoram,
Riffa Farm, written in the front. I thought she would be
happy to know that I was looking after them for her and I
sent a note along with a birthday card. Dorothy sent me a
lovely letter back and it was the start of a wonderful
correspondence. We had a lot in common with botany,

EMERALD DAMSELFLY (Lestes sponsa)
Recorded between 3rd July and 2ⁿd October at TI and OWNR.
Largest count 15th August OWNR 30.
BANDED DEMOISELLE (Calopterix splendens)
Recorded between 29th June and 16th July at OWNR and
Otley.
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Largest count 16th July OWNR 5.
BROWN HAWKER (Aeshna grandis)
Recorded between 29th June and 25th August at TI, OWNR,
Lindley and Otley.
Largest count 17th August OWNR 15.

Riley and B Speed.

COMMON HAWKER (Aeshna juncea)
Recorded between 29th June and 2ⁿd October at TI, Otley and
Grasswood.
Largest count 12th August TI 6.

LADYBIRD REPORT

David Alred

This year I have received just 38 records of native ladybirds,
but well over 200 records of the alien harlequin! Admittedly
most of those were from Paul Purvis (PP) who keeps a
detailed record of sightings in his house and garden, but
several people including Kathy Robbins and Tony Burkitt,
and Susan Barton, have reported seeing large numbers.
Helen Roy of the UK Ladybird Survey describes the
harlequin as ‘the fastest spreading alien species on record
that I can think of’. They have spread from Essex in 2004 to
the Shetland Islands in just one decade. The species is
believed to be responsible for the decline of at least 7 native
ladybirds, including the 2-spot, which when last assessed in
2012 had slumped by 44%. I have not recorded a single 2spot in my garden this year and certainly 5 years ago they
were quite common.
7-SPOT LADYBIRD Coccinella 7-punctata

SOUTHERN HAWKER (Aeshna cyanea)
Recorded between 9th June and 27th September at Timble
Ings, Otley, OWNR, Burley and Sun Lane.
Largest Counts 17th August OWNR 2 and 23rd August Sun
Lane 2.
MIGRANT HAWKER (Aeshna mixta)
Recorded between 17th August and 26th September at OWNR
and Otley.
Largest count 1.
COMMON DARTER (Sympetrum striolatum)
Recorded between 29th June and 2ⁿd October at TI, OWNR,
Otley, Burley and Sun Lane.
Largest count 17th August OWNR 28.

7-spot ladybirds mating

BLACK DARTER (Sympetrum danae)
Recorded between 25th August and 2ⁿd October at TI.
Largest count 11.
RUDDY DARTER (Sympetrum sanguineum)
No records in 2015.
BLACK TAILED SKIMMER (Orthetrum cancellatum)
Recorded 18th July at OWNR
1 only.
GOLDEN RINGED DRAGONFLY (Cordulegaster boltonii)
Recorded between 24th June and 12th August at Timble Ings
and Beamsley.
Largest counts 29th June TI 2 and 3 exuvia, 20th July TI
4.

Diane Morris (DM) reported the first 7-spot of the year in
Menston on 25th March. I was delighted to find a mating pair
in the garden on 5th April, along with another two. PR found
one at Kex Gill on 24th June and DM one on Ilkley Moor on
27th June. I found just one at OWNR on 3rd July – the only
record from there for the year! DM reported one at Timble
Ings on 30th July. At Sun Lane PP found three during a work
party on 1st November.
EYED LADYBIRD Anatis ocellata
No records.
CREAM SPOT LADYBIRD Calvia 14-guttata
Two records from PP in Otley on 6th and 8th August –
possibly the same insect.
2-SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 2-punctata
All records from PP’s garden in Otley in June. The first was
of a quadrimaculata form on a mock orange infested with
blackfly (and frequented by harlequins) on 3rd June. On 5th
June there was a typical form on a bramble leaf, another on
the mock orange on 9th June and then two on 11th June. One
turned up on red valerian at the front of the house on 17th,
and the last on whitefly infested lady’s mantle on 29th June.

EMPEROR DRAGONFLY (Anax imperator)
Recorded 1st July only at Timble Ings
3 males and 1 female.
FOUR SPOTTED CHASER (Libellula quadrimaculata)
Recorded between 15th June and 3rd July at TI, OWNR and
Burley.
Largest count 1st July Timble Ings 12.
BROAD BODIED CHASER (Libellula depressa)
Recorded between 10th June and 3rd July at Timble Ings and
Burley.
Largest count 10th June Timble Ings 3.
2015 was not a good year for dragonfly numbers within
our area, except for the common damselflies.
Ponds and surrounding habitat have continued to
deteriorate at Timble, and at OWNR much increased
vegetation in some water areas has negatively affected
breeding of Migrant Hawkers.
The few members who supplied records this year were:
D & J Alred, A & P Bancroft, J & M Clerk, A Gramshaw,
D & R Howson, P & K Limb, D O’Connor, P Purvis, A & P
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ADONIS LADYBIRD Hippodamia variegata
No records.
10-SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 10-punctata
Karen Shackleton found one on her bedroom window in
Ilkley on 6th April.
14-SPOT LADYBIRD Propylea 14-punctata
PP had a mating pair on mock orange on 11th June. I had two
on tansy in the front garden on 31st July and again on 4th
August. On 7th and 8th August I found just one, and PP also
reported one from his Otley garden on 8th August.
22-SPOT LADYBIRD Psyllobora 22-punctata
No records.
ORANGE LADYBIRD Halyzia 16-guttata
Just one in the moth trap on 12th July.
LARCH LADYBIRD Aphidecta obliterata
No records.
PINE LADYBIRD Exochomus 4-pustulatus
One landed on the newspaper Fiona Porteous was reading in
her and PP’s garden!
HARLEQUIN LADYBIRD Harmonia axyridis
Once again the most commonly reported ladybird during the
year. The commonest colour forms in our area are succinea
and spectabilis with just a few conspicua. [succinea is orange
with 15 – 21 black spots; spectabilis is black with four orange
or red spots, and conspicua is black with two orange or red
spots]
The first record of the year was a harlequin on David
Howson’s window on 1st January, and PP found three on the
garden shelter roof the same day. In Paul’s garden this was
just the start of things to come and he recorded over 200
harlequins over the next 11 months (with sightings every
month). (See p.19)

gradual movement up the eastern side of the country, and
now it has arrived in Wharfedale.
The last fifteen years have been very good for new arrivals.
In 1981 the first brown aeshna (A.grandis) was seen at Ben
Rhydding Gravel Pits. This large dragonfly with the golden
wings is now well-established and has been seen by other pools.
In 1984 the first small skipper butterflies were also found at the
Gravel Pits and this is now a common butterfly, still spreading
and with some large colonies in the lower Dale. In the same
year the southern aeshna dragonfly (A. Cyanea) also arrived in
Wharfedale, and the ringlet butterfly in 1987.
The white-letter hairstreak was found at Burley and the
Holly Blue in Dob Park in 1989, and the following year the holly
blue had a population explosion and became a frequent garden
butterfly, producing both a spring and summer brood. Holly
blue is seen most years. The comma arrived in 1990 and has
continued to increase. It is often seen on garden buddleias with
the peacocks, red admirals and small tortoiseshells. In 1992
both the marbled white and the speckled wood butterflies were
recorded in Wharfedale but have yet to establish themselves
here. The brimstone is a fairly frequent visitor but the lack of its
food plant is preventing establishment.
The change goes on. This year the gatekeeper butterfly has
been seen at Timble and emperor dragonflies over a pool at
Burley, with the green female egg-laying in the water and the
blue male hawking overhead. The emperor is Britain's largest
dragonfly and a spectacular insect. At present the gains seem
to much outweigh the losses and the rest of this decade
could be very exciting indeed.

Freda C Draper
20 years on, what other changes have we seen?

BUTTERFLY REPORT
The cold, wet and unsettled weather was a frustrating time
for the butterflies, and observers!

Anne Riley
The following article was written by one of the Society’s most
distinguished Naturalists and printed in the society’s 50th
Anniversary ‘Golden Curlew’ publication in 1995. It provides a
fascinating insight into the northerly movement of insects,
most of which we now take for granted.

Winged immigrants into Wharfedale
When I was a child I never saw an orange tip butterfly in
Wharfedale and even when I became Recorder for the
Wharfedale Naturalists Society in 1960, few were seen and even
fewer higher up the Dale than Addingham. Now the orange tip
is one of the commonest spring butterflies from Pool to
Buckden. For many years the Society's butterfly list remained
much the same —around sixteen species, although individual
numbers fluctuated. Highlights were provided when rare
migrants like the Camberwell beauty and the clouded yellow
arrived. In the early 80s, the pattern changed and has gone on
changing. There seems little doubt that the change is climatic
whether one calls it 'global warming' or not and that is
affecting many organisms previously held back by a
temperature barrier. Who can overlook the alarmingly large
house spider which increasingly invades one's home?
Numerous moths have been added to the Wharfedale list
and many are known to have moved up from the south and
are now breeding here. Some are new into Yorkshire,
others, like the lovely green lime hawk-moth were known
for many years only in the Doncaster area. Then it began a
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Compared to last year’s successful season, total
observations in 2015 were down 31%. Although
disappointing, observations were only 10% lower than the
average for the last 10 years, so we shouldn’t be too
disheartened.
Records were received from 44 Observers, and between
them 28 species were reported, which is two less than last
year. Clouded yellow and marbled white not showing.
3,515 records were received compared to 5,000 last year.
The five species most recorded were: small tortoiseshell
(540 records), peacock (344), speckled wood (261), meadow
brown (250), and red admiral (231).
12,687 butterflies were seen compared to 23,700 last
year. The ringlet was again the most abundant butterfly with
a total of 2,622 butterflies seen. Much lower than last year’s
bumper count of 5,000.
The ups and downs
Data comparison 2000 to 2015 has the rather poor
conclusion showing that most species are below the 10 year
average. Only brimstone, dark green fritillary, northern
brown argus, small heath and white-letter hairstreak are
above.
Migrants (painted lady) and early spring species
(brimstone and orange tip) are bucking the long term trend.
Small tortoiseshell has recovered from a parasitic fly
infestation 10 years ago.
Wall continues to decline.

Ladybirds
Harlequin records from the garden of Paul Purvis and Fiona Porteous in Ilkley Road, Otley
01 January 2015
18 January 2015
18 January 2015
04 February 2015
06 March 2015

3 succinea

roof of garden shelter; mild morning

21 20 succinea, 1 conspicua

under garden shelter roof

2 succinea

in shed

18 17 succinea, 1 conspicua

under garden shelter roof

1 succinea

in living room (? Came in with washing)

22 March 2015

5 succinea

on ivy clad fence in warm sunshine

28 March 2015

3 succinea

1 squashed on kitchen rug, 2 on bathroom window

04 April 2015

2 spectabilis; 1 quite small <5mm

sitting room window sill

04 April 2015

1 succinea

sitting room window sill

04 April 2015

4 succinea

evicted from bathroom window

04 April 2015

4 succinea

ivy covered fence in garden

05 April 2015

3 1 spectabilis, 2 succinea

evicted from bathroom window sill

05 April 2015

2 succinea

dead in flower vase in kitchen

05 April 2015

9 succinea

in garden on various plants

06 April 2015

1 conspicua

sitting room carpet

18 April 2015

3 2 succinea, 1 conspicua

garden

04 May 2015

1 succinea

garden

17 May 2015
23 May 2015

3 succinea

garden

10 7 succinea, 1 conspicua, 2 spectabilis

garden; 4 on mock orange which gets infested with blackfly –
waiting for prey to appear?

31 May 2015

3 2 succinea, 1 conspicua

on now infested mock orange

06 June 2015

1 succinea

kitchen

09 June 2015

14 8 succinea, 5 spectabilis, 1 conspicua

on infested mock orange

10 June 2015

3 succinea

on oxeye in lane at end of terrace

25 June 2015

2 succinea and spectabilis plus 4 larvae

on blackfly infested mock orange

29 June 2015

2 conspicua and spectabilis

whitefly infested ladies mantle

15 July 2015

1 succinea

kitchen

15 July 2015

4 larvae

garden

20 July 2015

3 2 succinea, 1 spectabilis

on valerian

02 August 2015

2 1 succinea, 1 spectabilis

garden

02 August 2015

2 pupae

garden

06 September 2015

1 succinea

garden

06 September 2015

3 larvae

garden

20 September 2015

6 Larvae

garden

27 September 2015

2 succinea

garden

27 September 2015

8 larvae

garden

27 September 2015

4 pupae

garden

10 October 2015

1 succinea

garden

10 October 2015

4 larvae

garden

10 October 2015

9 pupae

garden

25 October 2015

5 4 succinea, 1 conspicua

garden

25 October 2015

4 pupae

garden

01 November 2015

12 4 spectabilis, 8 axyridis

garden

01 November 2015

2 larvae

garden

01 November 2015

8 pupae

garden

02 November 2015

8 6 succinea, 2 spectabilis

mini aggregation on sitting room window
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The whites are falling off a cliff.
Small heath and northern brown argus continue to do
well in our upland stronghold, although declining nationally.
Popular butterfly sites
Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits: 19 species seen. Missing this
year: purple hairstreak, marbled white and small heath.
Sun Lane: 20 species seen. Missing this year: common
blue and clouded yellow.
Otley Wetlands: 18 species seen. Missing this year:
brimstone, clouded yellow, small heath and wall.
Bastow Wood/Grass Wood: 18 species seen, same as last
year.
The Big Butterfly Count
The top five species in this initiative, where individual
butterflies are counted, were, in order of abundance,
gatekeeper, large white, meadow brown, small white and
peacock. WNS highest total counts were ringlet (2,622),
meadow brown (1,965), small tortoiseshell (1,282), small
heath (1,077) and common blue (971).
INDIVIDUAL SPECIES REPORTS
Details of individual species follow. For each species the
common name is followed by the Latin name. The first
reference number is that of the old Bradley Fletcher
numbering system which has now been replaced by the
Agassiz numbering system (figures in brackets).
The number of records in 2015 is compared with the
average of the TEN previous years, and the percentage
change is given.
The initials in square brackets denote individual
observers whose names are at the end of the report. A
number of records came in after the report was prepared
and are therefore not included. These records however will
be added to the WNS database.
HESPERIDAE (SKIPPERS)
Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages 1532 (57.001)
Records 200% UP, 1 site, 3 observers, 7 individuals
First sighting 27/05/2015 Thruscross, [NH]
Last sighting 04/06/2015 Thruscross, [DH and PM]
Peak Count 04/06/2015 when 3 seen at Thrushcross [DH
and PM]
There were no records from the Middleton Hospital site but
a surprise report of a colony at the site of the old Sailing
Club at Thruscross was made by Nigel Heptinstall from
Harrogate Nats. This small but ideal site was confirmed by
Dave Howson and Paul Millard. It is on land used by
Yorkshire Water for parking and depositing aggregate for
footpath repairs. It is hoped that we can work with
Yorkshire Water to secure the future for this threatened
butterfly by expanding the area of suitable habitat. It
requires bare earth where it can bask in early spring
sunshine and plentiful supplies of the larval foodplant,
bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus.
There had been reports of dingy skipper at this site in
2003 and 2005 but they were so late in the season that they
were regarded with some scepticism, One report was of the
butterfly flying in August which in retrospect is suggestive of
a second brood, a very rare occurrence even in the South of
England.
In 2016 the Middleton Hospital site needs to be resurveyed to see if this colony has survived, it is hard to spot
but well worth the effort on a warm spring day. There are
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also old reports from Lindley and Leathley. Contact Diane or
Paul if you wish to look for it at these sites.
Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris 1526 (57.006)
Records 8.3% DOWN, 40 Sites, 15 Observers, 478
individuals
First sighting 24/06/2015 Timble Ings, [DA]
Last sighting 11/09/2015 Trollers Gill, [PM]
Peak Count 30/07/2015 when 66 seen Timble Ings, [PM]
One brood widespread resident.
Total numbers seen have been declining from a peak of
1,666 in 2013 to 846 in 2014. This year has seen a further
drop in numbers seen to 478, a figure that is now below the
long term average. However the distribution remains
widespread. Timble Ings is undoubtedly the hotspot and well
worth a visit in July.
Reports of a colony of Essex skipper (1,527) Thymelicus
lineola in Middlesbrough has complicated matters as this
very similar insect seems to have leapt from South Yorkshire
to County Durham without any records in between. It may
well have made the journey to form the new colony by
artificial means or it has travelled unnoticed. In 2016 it will
be important to have a close look at all small skippers to
distinguish the two species. We can no longer assume that
they are all T. sylvestris. Look for the characteristic ‘dipped
in black ink’ antenna feature and please try to get a close up
photograph if you think you have spotted an Essex.
Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus 1531 (57.009)
Records 16% DOWN, 17 sites, 15 observers, 123
Individuals
First sighting 15/06/2015 Otley Wetlands 15/06/2015
[PP]
Last sighting 15/08/2015 Boss Moor Threshfield [GL]
Peak Count
03/07/2015 when 10
seen at Ilkley Riverside
[PJB]
After such an
encouraging year in
2014 numbers have
dropped back to the
mean. This is still a
widespread common
butterfly, particularly
Large skipper
in the south of
Wharfedale. It is distinguished from the small skipper by the
distinctive pale panes on the wings also it is just a little
larger.
PIERIDAE (WHITES)
Sightings are all down on last year. Particularly disturbing is
the dramatic fall in records of the large, small and greenveined whites.
Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines 1553 (58.003)
Records 13% UP, 64 sites, 24 observers, 290 individuals
First sighting 9/4/2015 Middleton Woods, [DH] and
Lindley Wood reservoir, [DJ]
Last sighting 15/7/2015 Hubberholme [JS]
Peak Count 20/5/2015 when over 30 seen at Timble Ings
[DA]
Another good year, although records are 9% down on last
year’s bumper crop. The bulk of the records (86%) coming

from Addingham, Beamsley, Ben Rhydding, Burley, Menston
and Otley.
Large White Pieris brassicae 1549 (58.006)
Records 12% DOWN, 26 Sites, 17 observers, 151
individuals
First sighting 4/5/2015 Burley garden, [PR]
Last sighting 9/10/2015 Skyreholme, [PM]
Peak Count 17/8/2015 when 7 seen at Otley Wetlands,
[PR]
Records received are 34% less than last year. Of the 99
records received, 92 were from Addingham to Otley, with
only 7 records covering Grimwith, The Washburn,
Skyreholme and Threshfield.
Small White Pieris rapae 1550 (58.007)
Records 41% DOWN, 42 sites, 18 observers, 173
individuals
First sighting 5/4/2015 Burley garden, [PR]
Last sighting 2/10/2015 Timble Ings [KL]
Peak Count 23/8/2015 when 4 seen at Sun Lane, [PR]
A skydive in records. 45% less than last year. Of the 130
records received, 116 (89%) were from Addingham to Otley
area, 6 from the Washburn, 7 in Upper Wharfedale and 1 at
Duck Street Quarry. Only 7 records recorded counts of 3 or
more butterflies at any location.
Green-veined White Pieris napi 1551 (58.008)
Records 39% DOWN, 79 sites, 23 observers, 473
individuals
First sighting 17/4/2015 Otley, [MC]
Last sighting 19/9/2015 Hebden river path, [AG]
Peak Count 25/5/2015 when 50 seen at Timble Ings [DA]
Only 179 records received compared to over 400 last year
(the most ever), and the lowest since 2002. Records were
received throughout
the region as far north
as Yockenthwaite and
Pen-y-Ghent. The first
sighting on 17th April
was much later than
last year’s date of 11th
March at Burley. Only 9
observers counted 10 or
more butterflies on any
visit. The total count of
Green-veined white
473 individuals
compares to 1,386 last year.
Clouded YelloW Colias croceus 1545 (58.010)
No records.
Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 1546 (58.013)
Records 76% UP, 31 sites, 19 observers, 111 individuals
First sighting 20/3/2015 Lindley, [NF]
Last sighting 25/09/2015 Sun Lane, [PR]
Peak Count 10/6, 23/8 and 4/9 when 4 seen at Sun Lane,
[DH, PR, DA]
Another good year for the brimstone with records only a
little down on last year but well above the 10 year average.
The bulk of the records are single sightings. The majority of
records came from Burley and Ben Rhydding but records
were also received from Addingham, Ilkley, Menston, Otley
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and the Washburn area. Only two records were received
from upper Wharfedale (Threshfield, Grassington).
NYMPHALIDAE (NYMPHALIDS – THE MULTICOLOURED SPECIES PLUS THE BROWNS)
Wall Lasiommata megera 1615 (59.002)
Records 73% DOWN, 8 sites, 9 observers, 29 individuals
First sighting 13/5/2015 Barden Moor, [NH]
Last sighting 2/10/2015 Timble Ings, [KL, DL]
Peak Count 10/9/2015 when 5 seen at Timble Ings feeding
on thistles [RD]
Nationally a ‘species of concern’. 13 records (the same as
last year), with 4 records for the first brood in May/June and
9 records for September/October. Aside from Barden Moor
and Timble, other sites records were received from are:
Ilkley Moor [KS], Duck Street Quarry [MB], Humberstone
Bank [MB], Trollers Gill [RD] and Swinsty [KL].
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 1614 (59.003)
Records 25% DOWN, 75 sites, 26 observers, 543
individuals
First sighting 8/4/2015 Nesfield, [KB]
Last sighting 1/11/2015 Sun Lane, [PP]
Peak Count 29/6/2015 at Otley Wetlands when 21 were
seen
[PP]
Records this year are 40% down on last year. 84% of
records came from, Ben Rhydding, Ilkley, Burley, Otley and
the Washburn. The peak count of 21 at Otley Wetlands
compares to last year’s peak there of 81. The peak at Ben
Rhydding Gravel Pits was 11 on 15th and 22ⁿd September
[DH]. The most ever recorded there previously in one
sighting was 17 in 2006.
Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus 1627
(59.005)
Records 46.2% UP, 66 Sites, 22 Observers, 1,077
Individuals
First sighting 4/6/2015 Mastiles Lane Kilnsey, [EC]
Last sighting 1/10/2015 Conistone Dib, [GL]
Peak Count 17/7/2015 at Homestead on Malham Moor
when 100 were seen [MB]
This is suggestive of at least a partial second brood. Our
colonies are just on the margin between populations that
have two broods to the south of Britain and a single brood
further north.
With 158 records, this is the second highest number of
records since 2000 beaten only by last year’s 199. This is
very much against the national trend which shows a 57%
decrease in distribution since 1976, and a fall of over 50% in
abundance on monitored sites. Research is being planned to
understand the reasons for the national decline. It is doing
well in our upland areas, which of course are of landscape
scale and since the implementation of various agrienvironment schemes have been subject to less intensive
grazing.
Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops 1618 (59.008)
UP, 3 Sites, 10 observers, 84 individuals
First sighting 8/7/2015 Sleets Gill, [CH and NB]
Last sighting 24/8/2015 Bastow Wood, [KS]
Peak Count 23/8/2015 at Park Rash near Kettlewell when
25 were seen [TH]

14 records in all. The first sighting on 8th July was a very
early record for the year, this may have been a bred and
released insect. The main emergence was in late August with
a peak of 25 seen by TH on 23rd August and a last sighting of
15 by KS on 24th August at Bastow Wood
Since the discovery of the Kettlewell colony at Park Rash
by KB in 2011 we now have three confirmed sites the others
are Sleets Gill and Bastow Wood. The scotch argus was once
native to Yorkshire. It was common in Upper Grass Wood
and Bastow wood until 1923 with the last recorded
specimens taken in 1927. There were also smaller natural
populations in Arncliffe and Buckden. We feel that the
reappearance of the insect has been as a consequence of
unofficial introductions. There have been previous failed
attempts at re-introduction such as in 1982 at Skirethorns.
This time with rising abundance at all three known sites
there is reason to hope that the scotch argus will get
properly established. There may be more sites out there so
keep your eyes peeled this August.
Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus 1629 (59.009)
3% DOWN, 81 sites, 24 observers, 2,622 individuals
First sighting 27/6/2015 Ben Rhydding, [DH]
Last sighting 25/8/2015 Timble Ings, [AG]
Peak Count 3/7/2015 at Otley Wetlands when 307 were
seen
[PR]
Records only 3% down over the last 10 years but 37% down
on last year. In addition to the peak count of 307 at Otley
Wetlands, there were high counts by Mike Barnham at three
other sites: 125 at Bastow Wood on 17th July, 150 at
Skirethorns Quarry on 17th July and 155 at Duck Street
Quarry on 31st July. Again this year, records came from all
over and included sightings in upper Wharfedale as far as
Kettlewell and one record from Arncliffe in Littondale [NF].
31 records had later dates than last year’s ‘last sighting’ date
of 8th August.
MeadoW BroWn Maniola jurtina 1626 (59.010)
10% DOWN, 92 sites, 24 observers, 1,965 individuals
First sighting 15/6/2105 Otley Wetlands, [PP]
Last sighting 16/9/2015 Duck Street Quarry, [MB] and
Humberstone Bank, [MB]
Peak Count 15/7/2015 at Otley wetlands when 131 were
seen
250 records received (30% down on last year). Records
were well spread. In Upper Wharfedale, Park Rash, near
Kettlewell, was the furthest site north for sightings [TH]. At
the first sighting at Otley Wetlands on 15th June, 3 were seen
[PP] and the next day 7 were seen at the same site [PR].
The last sightings on 16 September saw 2 at Duck Street
Quarry and 1 at Humberstone Bank [MB]. Aside from the
peak count of 131 at Otley Wetlands, the other location
where there was over 100 counted was 109 at Duck Street
Quarry on 31st July [MB].
Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus 1625 (59.011)
Records 44% down, 14 Sites, 10 Observers, 124
individuals
First sighting 1/7/2015 Burley garden, [SB]
Last sighting 6/9/2015 Sun Lane, [PP]
Peak Count 15/7/2015 at Otley Wetlands when 21 were
seen
[PR]
A resident butterfly with a northern limit of national
distribution in lowland areas on a rough line between
Flamborough and Ripon. 39 records received, which is the
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lowest since 2001 when only 13 records were received.
Records are 27% down on last year and, as last year, the
majority (77%) came from Burley and Otley. Remaining
records came from Ilkley [DH], Park Rash near Kettlewell
[TH], Washburn [ES] and Weeton [NF]. Apart from the
peak count of 21, there were only two other counts in double
figures, both 10, at Sun Lane and Otley Wetlands [PR].
Marbled White Melanargia galathea 1620 (59.012)
No records
Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja 1607
(59.019)
14% UP, 23 sites, 13 observers, 149 individuals
First sighting 30/6/2015 Bastow Wood, [AG] and
Middleton Hospital, [DH]
Last sighting 16/9/2015 Duck Street Quarry [MB]
Peak Count 17/7/2015 at Bastow Wood when 28 were
seen
[MB}
Of the 47 records received, 44 were for July and August.
The first sightings on 30th of June were the only records for
June and the last sighting on 16th September was the only
record for September. The peak count of 28 overtook last
year’s peak at Duck Street Quarry of 22. The majority of
records (91%) came from Upper Wharfedale as far as
Kettlewell and one record each from Barden Moor [PM],
Middleton Hospital [DH] and Malham Moor [MB], and 3
from Duck Street Quarry. None from Otley this year.
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 1590 (59.023)
15.4% DOWN, 69 sites, 32 observers, 486 individuals
First sighting 13/6/2015 Ilkley Road Otley, [PP]
Last sighting 2/11/2015 Arncliffe, [PM]
Peak Count 13/10/2015 at Denton when 26 were seen
[DH]
The 13th June first sighting was a very late start compared
with last year’s first sighting on 18th April (Addingham).
August was disappointing with only 17 records compared to
111 in 2014. The majority of records were from Addingham
to Otley (77%), but a good number were also received from
Upper Wharfedale as far as Yockenthwaite.
Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 1591 (59.024)
21% DOWN, 34 sites, 23 observers, 94 individuals
First sighting 5/6/2015 Addingham, [KB]
Last sighting 1/11/2015 Ben Rhydding garden, [DH]
Peak Count 28/8/2015 in the Washburn area when 15
were seen [PR]
An annual migrant from North Africa in varying numbers
each year. Although the average over 10 years is down, the
69 reports this year is the highest since 2009 when 368
reports were received. The majority were seen in 1’s and 2’s
with the exception of 3 at Sun Lane on 16th September [AG]
and 26th August [PR]. The majority of records came from
Addingham to Pool and the Washburn area. Other areas
were Barden, including Simon’s Seat [ES], Conistone [DL,
GL] and Duck Street Quarry, Greenhow [MB].
Peacock Aglais io 1597 (59.026)
15% DOWN, 96 sites, 31 observers, 634 individuals
First sighting 22/3/2015 Ilkley Road, Otley, [PP]
Last sighting 1/11/2015 Sun Lane [PP]
Peak Count 23/4/2015 at Otley Wetlands when 16 were
seen
[PR]

Peacock

Records are 30%
down on last year.
The bulk of the
records came from
Addingham to
Otley but with
sightings in the
Washburn area and
further up the dale
to Buckden. Only 4
people counted 10
or more butterflies
at any one time,

compared to 29 people last year.
Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urtica 1593 (59.027)
54% UP, 131 sites, 34 observers, 1,282 individuals
First sighting 19/3/2015 Middleton Woods, [DH]
Last sighting 3/11/2015 Hebden, [RL]
Peak Count 15/7/2015 at Otley Wetlands when 39 were
seen
[PR]
The results of the national Big Butterfly Count 2015 shows
that the small tortoiseshell numbers fell by 57%, so it is
good to report that for the third year running we have had
over 500 records, although the total number of individuals
decreased from 1,853 to 1,282 (31%). Over 80% of the
sightings were between Addingham and Otley. The
remaining records were spread mainly in upper Wharfedale
and the Washburn.
Late record: Pat Limb saw one on 12th December at Otley
parish Church
Comma Polygonia c-album 1598 (59.031)
28% DOWN, 32 sites, 22 observers, 229 individuals
First sighting 20/3/2015 Ben Rhydding garden, [DH]
Last sighting 1/11/2015 Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits [DH].
Peak Count 15/7/2015 at Otley Wetlands when 8 were
seen [PR] and 6/9/2015 at Middleton hospital when 8 again
were seen [DH].
145 records received which is 37% less than last year. Two
days following the first sighting, 2 more were seen at a
garden in Burley [PR]. Lower Wharfedale accounted for
92% of the records. The remaining sites were the Timble
and Washburn areas, Denton, Nesfield and Skyreholme. No
reports further up the Dale, not even Grassington, where the
last report we received was in 2008.
LYCAENIDAE (BLUES AND HAIRSTREAKS)
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas 1561 (61.001)
41% DOWN, 24 sites, 15 observers, 87 individuals
First sighting 20/5/2015 Timble Ings, [DA]
Last sighting 6/10/2015 Ben Rhydding garden, [DH]
Peak Count 24//6/2015 at Timble Ings when 8 were seen
[DA]
Records continue to plummet. Only 48 records, which is the
lowest received since 2002. The bulk of the records came
from lower Wharfedale and the Washburn. Only 4 records
from outside these areas: 1 from Greenhow [MB] and 3
from Skyreholme [PM].
Purple Hairstreak Favonius quercus 1557 (61.004)
50% DOWN, 5 sites, 3 observers, 8 individuals
First sighting 25/7/2015 Sun Lane and Burley garden
[PR]
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Last sighting 27/8/2015 Middleton Hospital [DH]
Peak Count 15/8/2015 Middleton Hospital when 3 were
seen
[DH]
Only 6 records this year (producing 8 butterflies) compared
to 29 ten years ago. Numbers have been going down each
year since 2005, apart from 2013 when there were 21
records. No records were received for Lindley Wood last
year so it’s good to report that one was spotted there on 8th
August this year [DA]. At Sun Lane only one was recorded
this year [PR] compared to 7 on one sighting last year.
Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi 1555 (61.005)
39% DOWN, 25 sites, 15 observers, 126 individuals
First sighting 22/4/2015 Bastow Wood and Dib Scar
[PM], Rushy Beck, Ilkley [PJB], and the Swastika Stone,
Ilkley [JOS].
Last sighting 10/6/2015 Burley Moor [DH] and Timble
[KL].
Peak Count 24/4/2015 at Burley Woodhead when 16 were
seen [DH].
Over half of the 48 sightings took place in the 6 days from
the 22ⁿd April to 27th April. Aside from the sites mentioned
above, sightings were also at Coniston, Langbar, Timble
Wood and Ings, Thruscross, Barden Moor, Otley Chevin and
numerous sites in Ilkley.
White-Letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album 1558
(61.006)
112% UP, 10 sites, 7 observers, 117 individuals
First sighting 9/7/2015 Ben Rhydding garden and the
Gravel Pits [DH] and Sun Lane [PR].
Last sighting 23/8/2015 Sun Lane [PR]
Peak Count 12/7/2015 at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits when
11 were seen [DH].
This hairstreak continues to do well in our area, although
declining nationally. 53 sightings this year, only slightly less
than last year’s all time high of 58. Aside from those
mentioned above, other sites where this hairstreak was seen
this year, and in previous years, are Middleton Hospital
Ilkley [DH], a garden in Menston [DM], Otley [PP] and Pool
Bank [NF]. New sites this year are the waste ground at New
Laithe, Addingham [DM], the pump house, Ilkley Moor [DM]
and Leathley [DA].
Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus 1580 (61.012)
30% DOWN, 13 sites, 12 observers, 40 individuals
First sighting 21/4/2015 Burley [DA] and Burley garden
PR]
Last sighting 30/9/2015 by the notice board, Sun Lane
[RD]
Peak Count 23/8/2015 at a Burley garden when 2 were
seen
[PR]
30% fewer records than last year. Only one observer saw
more than one butterfly at any one time and that was when
two were seen in a Burley garden on 22ⁿd and 23rd August
[PR]. Records covered seven areas only: Addingham, Ilkley,
Ben Rhydding, Burley, Menston, Otley and Timble.
Northern BroWn Argus Aricia artaxerxes 1573
(61.016)
20.6% DOWN, 9 Sites, 9 Observers, 213 Individuals
First sighting 23/06/2015 Conistone [DA]
Last sighting 11/08/2015 Bastow Wood, Wharfedale Nats.
Butterfly Walk

Peak count 80 on 17/7/2015 at Little Laithe Conistone,
[MB]
This specialist butterfly of the limestone karst scenery of
Upper Wharfedale is probably our most important butterfly,
we are host to part of one of the largest colonies in Europe.
Its caterpillar feeds on common rock-rose Helianthemum
nummularium which is widespread on the valley sides. The
butterfly is being found in multiple upland locations, now
that we are able to explore widely thanks to open access
legislation. It is possible that there is one extensive metapopulation across much of Upper Wharfedale, Malhamdale
and across to Ingleborough. The National Park operate seven
transects to monitor the fortunes of this BAP (Biodiversity
Action Plan) species. These transect counts indicate that it is
stable in numbers. With climate change it is important that
wildlife with specialist requirements have large areas of
suitable habitat to be able to move around in, exactly what
the Yorkshire Dales National Park delivers.
One threat to its existence is hybridisation with its very
close relative the brown argus (1572) Aricia agestis. We have
had no reports of this butterfly in Wharfedale since 2011.
Unlike its northern cousin, the similar brown argus has two
or more broods a year and has changed its dietary habits to
the more widespread dove’s-foot cranesbill Geranium molle
and common stork’s-bill Erodium cicutarium and other
cranesbill species, this has enabled it to expand rapidly
unlike the highly sedentary northern brown argus. In
Derbyshire there is DNA evidence of interbreeding. What
effect this mixing of genetic material would have on our
populations is unknown. Hopefully with the different flight
periods and the preference of the brown argus for gentler
lowland habitat it may not happen in Upper Wharfedale.
Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 1574 (61.018)
28% DOWN, 27 sites, 14 observers, 971 individuals
First sighting 4/6/2015 Otley Mills [DJ]
Last sighting 16/9/2015 Duck Street Quarry, Greenhow
[MB]
Peak Count on 31/7/2015 at Duck Street Quarry where
477 were seen [MB]
91 records received compared to 164 last year. The count of
numbers seen was boosted by Mike Barnham’s visits to Duck
Street Quarry, Greenhow, where on 31st July a peak count of
477 was recorded. (The highest peak count at the quarry
over the years is 1,177 in 2005). The next largest number
seen on other sites this year was 15 on 17th July at Little
Laithe, Conistone [MB] and 15 again on 8th August at Park
Gill, Kettlewelll [ES].
The majority of the sites were in upper Wharfedale with
only 5 outside: Bolton Abbey Station [DH], Ben Rhydding
Gravel Pits [DH, PJB, DM], Middleton hospital [DH], Otley
Wetlands [PP, PR], and Timble Ings [DM].
FINALLY
We should pay tribute to Dave Howson our predecessor
recorder who has showed us the way with his meticulous
recording and high standards providing the model for this
report.
We would also like to thank everyone who sent in
records. Without you, there would be no report.
More observers are always welcome. If you’ve not sent in
records in the past, then why not join in this year. Recording
is straight forward, and every record, no matter how small it
may seem, is important.
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There are many sites in Wharfedale that are popular with
members, but if you get time why not explore some new
areas, and, where possible, venture off the beaten track a
little to see what surprises spring up.

Diane Morris and Paul Millard
Butterfly Recorders 2015
OBSERVERS
Records were received from the following people:
Alder, Chris & Joan, (CA); Alred, David, Helen & Joan (DA);
Barnham, Mike (MB); Barrett N (NB); Barton, Susan (SB);
(Brown, Pauline (PB); Bullimore, Karen (KB); Burns, Peter &
Janet (PJB); Burrow, Heather (HB); Clapham, JM (JC);
Clements, Edwina (EC); Clerk, Mike &Joyce(MC); Court,
Costello,Robin (RC); Deighton, Russ (RD); Dickinson, James
(JAD); Dixon, Jenny; (JD), Edmunds, Malcolm (ME);
Fearnley,David & Nyree (NF); Fuller,Richard (RF),
Gramshaw, Audrey (AG); Heptinstall, Nigel (NH); Horner,
Carmen & Fred (CH); Howson, David & Rosemary (DH);
Howson, Tim (TH); Jakeways, Diana (DJ); Kyriakides, Janet
& Kyriacos (JK); Leather, David & Midge (DL); Light, Gerald
(GL); Limb, Pat and Ken (KL) ; Lilley, Ros [RL], Loader,
Lynn (LL); Millard, Paul (PM); Morris, Diane (DM); Purvis,
Paul (PP); Riley, Peter & Anne (PR); Robbins, Kathy (KR);
Scarfe, Ernie (ES); Scott, Janice (JS); Shackleton, Karen
(KAS); Smith, Kelvin (KS); Smith, Penny (PS); Speed, Bruce
(BS); Stidworthy, John (JOS); Thompson, A&B (AT); WNS
Bird Group (WNSB); WHS Botany Group (WNSBOT); WNS
Butterfly Walk, (WNSBW).

BIRD REPORT

Richard Fuller

Weather
November 2014 was unsettled but with above average
temperatures. December was very mild between 16th and
24th, followed by a sharp drop in temperature. January 2015
was fairly average for temperature and rainfall. February
was cold and sunny, the only month of the winter with
below average mean temperature. March was near average
for sunshine and temperature, with some unsettled spells.
Much of April was dry and sunny, with a cold spell at the
end of the month. In contrast, May started wet, and
remained wet and cool for much of the month, leading to
high reservoir levels for species such as little ringed plover.
Some contributors commented that it was a poor spring and
summer for bird song. June started with unseasonably
strong winds, becoming subsequently more settled but cool.
After a warm start, July’s weather was generally westerly,
cool and changeable, with only a few dry and warm days.
August was mostly unsettled and fairly cool. September was
however generally dry and fine in our region, with
reservoirs lower and potentially suitable for passage
waders. Much of October remained fine, dry and milder than
average. November was notably warmer than average, and
areas including upland parts of north-west England had
more than 200% of average rainfall. December was
unseasonably mild, also exceptionally wet and often windy,
with deep depressions and storms bringing record-breaking
rainfall over much of Scotland, Wales and northern England.
Severe flooding affected Cumbria, and became widespread
across North Wales, northern England and Scotland after
Christmas.
The breeding season in the UK
Following the productive 2014 season, long distance
migrants were less abundant in 2015, willow warbler and

whitethroat being particularly affected, more so in the north
and west, compared to the east, presumably due to worse
weather. It was certainly a poor year for whitethroat in our
area, though willow warbler seemed stable. Blackcap and
chiffchaff numbers increased in 2015, following the
productive 2014 season. Blackcap increased generally across
the UK, chiffchaff more markedly in the north of England
and Scotland. The generally mild 2014-15 winter boosted
numbers of wren, and Cetti’s warbler. Blue tit, song thrush
and dunnock in particular experienced higher than average
survival rates. Greenfinch continued to decline nationally,
due to trichomoniasis,
and there are concerns
about conditions that
cause leg and foot
deformities in the
chaffinch, but national
trends are still positive.
Garden BirdWatch data
show that in 2015 both
goldfinch and bullfinch
numbers were higher
than average in British
Greenfinch
gardens, whereas
chaffinch and (particularly) greenfinch numbers were below
average.
Temperatures were around average in Spring 2015, so the
breeding season was not particularly early, compared to
2014. Chiffchaff, blackcap, pied flycatcher and redstart all
displayed small but significant delays in laying.
BirdTrack data do not suggest that migrant species were late
to appear on the breeding grounds this season; the heavy
rainfall in May therefore remains the most likely cause of
late breeding. Figures indicate a poor breeding season for
most resident species. Blue tit, great tit, blackbird, song
thrush, robin, dunnock, chaffinch and greenfinch all had
significantly lower than average breeding success. Blue tit,
great tit, blackbird and tree sparrow also produced fewer
fledglings per breeding attempt than average. The species
accounts in this report give more detail. For the majority of
species, wet weather during May and July was likely to be
responsible for the lack of juveniles, with increased nest
failure rates, above average egg failure, and reduced postfledging survival rates. Productivity declines were
particularly pronounced in the wetter north. The worst hit
migrants were willow warbler, which recorded its lowest
productivity on record, and sedge warbler, species with a
more northerly distribution. Barn owl and tawny owl fared
worst from the mid-summer crash in vole numbers, being
more reliant on small mammal prey than little owl or
kestrel. Barn owl brood size was the second lowest recorded
since the Nest Record Scheme trend was first calculated in
1966. Furthermore, reports indicate that a large proportion
of birds did not breed in 2015.
For the above I am indebted to the BTO’s Preliminary
Report on the 2015 Breeding Season, available in rather
more detail on their website.
Some points of note from our area
Gadwall and shoveler reappeared briefly after last year’s
absence, two separate scaup were seen, but mandarin ducks
were slightly less evident than in 2014.
One or more little egrets were present through the early
months of the year, particularly north of Grassington, in
addition to late summer records.
Red kite was again more widely reported, with a welcome
resurgence in northern sightings. A black kite flew (twice)
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past a meeting of Yorkshire Dales Biodiversity Forum in
Littondale. At least one osprey showed well for birdwatchers
and the public alike for almost 3 weeks in early autumn at
Lindley Wood and Swinsty. Merlin fared better than
peregrine, which had an exceptionally poor year in the
Dales.
Amongst the several wader species of national
conservation concern, curlew and common sandpiper
maintained their status in our area, and we had increased
sightings, and more locations, for redshank and snipe
compared with 2014. In late summer exposed reservoir
margins gave rise to a number of passage wader sightings.
Black-headed gulls comprised the greatest single bird
numbers this year, with a roost, with common gulls, of up to
15,000. No major starling roost was reported in 2015.
Barn owl sightings were up, from more sites, but
breeding was down on 2014. Tawny owl breeding also
suffered this year.
The 2015 breeding season weather was not kind to many
small resident species, such as blue and great tits, or to some
summer migrants, and this perhaps showed in fewer post
breeding parties of tits and of migrants such as the willow
warbler. It was a poor year for whitethroat, sedge warbler,
and tree pipit, and few wheatear were evident after the
summer.
Migrant ring ouzels were unusually numerous in April,
and the species seemed to have some breeding success in
our area. Spotted flycatchers did relatively well, particularly
in the north, whereas pied flycatcher also did well in the
south but was very scarce in the north.
Lesser spotted woodpecker, marsh tit, wood warbler and
yellow wagtail continued to just hang on, none with
evidence of breeding, and willow tit only fleetingly entered
our records.
Sightings of mostly single birds were also provided by
barnacle goose, gannet, bittern, goshawk, rough-legged
buzzard, jack snipe, mediterranean gull, yellow browed
warbler, black redstart, twite and snow bunting. A firecrest
turned up on a BTO training walk.
BTO sources incl.Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) and BTO
Atlas
In some instances, figures from the Breeding Bird Survey
(BBS) produced by the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO)
for 1995 – 2013, have been cited, showing significant long
term increases or decreases for the UK. The survey has now
been running for two decades and covers just over 100
species. The BTO’s Wetlands Birds Survey (WeBS) may also
be mentioned. Some references are also made to the BTO’s
Bird Atlas 2007 – 11. The BTO’s BirdTrack and the graphs it
can generate comparing the current year’s relative
abundance (i.e. sightings) for particular species against
historical averages have also sometimes been used.
As in recent WNS bird reports, the N and S divisions of
our region, and the analysis of main bird watching areas
within these, have been retained. This helps to maintain
consistency with previous reports, in such a varied area.
Essentially the same standardised sites list, as for previous
years, has also been used.
N. B. Names and their order follow British Ornithologists’
Union (BOU). 2013 The British List: a checklist of birds of
Britain 8th ed.
2015 facts and figures: the 7,109 sighting records received
were 4% down on 2014. The number of species recorded
slightly increased. Chaffinch overtook blackbird as the

species for which the largest number of records (173) was
received. Curlew was once again the species recorded at the
greatest number of sites (72), again just ahead buzzard (68).
142 separate sites had at least one species recorded.
55 species (60 in 2014) visited at least one garden, as
reported by contributors, in 2015, and there was at least
some evidence of garden breeding for 21 species (25 in
2014).
The numbers of species and sightings for 2015 are
summarised below. For each region, north and south,
figures are also given for three or four areas within those
regions. 2014 figures, amended to include a few significant
records subsequently received, follow in brackets:
Species recorded
Sightings

records received after Thursday, 6th January 2017 cannot be
guaranteed

Classified List

South of Barden Bridge
Washburn (inc. Haverah Park)
Otley Wetland
Bolton Abbey Estate
North of Barden Bridge
Grimwith Reservoir
Grassington area
Littondale
Upper Wharfedale
(Starbotton - Oughtershaw)

143 (148)
124 (126)
85 (85)
95 (93)
116 (105)
63 (70)
103 (92)
60 (62)

5,078 (5,190)
1,685 (1,923)
460 (434)
803 (631)
2,031 (2,212)
203 (271)
848 (899)
122 (225)

60 (53)

209 (174)

TOTAL

153 (149)

7,109 (7,402)

The Society has been exchanging records with the Upper
Wharfedale Field Society since 2005, and this is the fourth
year that we have exchanged records with the Bradford
Ornithological Group. The Society would like to thank both
organisations for their contributions and their advice.
In the Classified List ‘Burley’ is Burley in Wharfedale, and
references to Beaverdyke, Chelker, Fewston, Grimwith, John
O’Gaunts, Lindley, Swinsty, Scargill and Thruscross, mean
the reservoirs or their vicinity at these locations. Mid
Wharfedale is taken as the area downstream from Barden
Bridge and above Pool Bridge. Upper Wharfedale starts
above Barden Bridge, whilst Lower Wharfedale is below Pool
Bridge. In the Washburn Valley the dam at the southern end
of Fewston is taken as the boundary between upper and
lower Washburn. N(north) and S(south) have been
extensively used to identify the regions above and below
Barden Bridge.
Conclusions: Much of the value of a local club report lies in
consistency of recording over time, so the advice given over
recent years still stands, i.e. regular birders’ views about
local species populations and trends are welcome. The
inclusion of maximum flock sizes is a valuable indicator of
the state of populations for many species.
Examples of breeding and interesting or unusual
behaviour and, of course, garden records, are all valuable
contributions to a full and interesting annual report.
You can also greatly assist by submitting your reports in
batches throughout the year if you generate a lot of records
– either quarterly or half-yearly. In particular, please try to
avoid submitting large amounts all at the end of the year.
Emailed records are of course welcome, with spreadsheet
(ideally) or table attached, as well as written lists submitted
by post or by hand at meetings. The schedule for the
production of the Annual Report is very tight – it has to
reach the Editors by the end of January. Inclusion of any
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Mute SWan Cygnus olor
030 Sightings/08
Sites
Common local breeding resident: population stable.
Distribution of this species remained largely similar to
tradition. Numbers in the Otley area were as expected, but
fewer visited Knotford. Strongholds remained Otley Bridge
(maximum 20 on 25th May), Otley Wetland (regularly up to
9, possibly 10 including 4 juveniles in September), Knotford
Nook (normally 2 but with 7 cygnets in May), and the lake at
Farnley (usual breeding pair). A single bird was seen at
Denton Hall, in January and February (PRo). Other
occasional sites were Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits with 1 in
April, Castley, with a pair in June, and Lindley Wood with 1
in September.
Whooper SWan Cygnus cygnus
005 Sightings/04
Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
Sightings for this species were rather few, as last year, and
all reports were early in the year. A flock of 11, comprising 9
adults and 2 first winter birds, settled on Fewston on 11th
March (RF). 10 were reported from Lindley Wood on 22ⁿd
March, with 12 there on 23rd March (D&NF, PBR). On 5th
April 8 flew over Barden Moor, direction not recorded.
Interestingly, the following day there were 8 over Ben
Rhydding golf course (BOG).
Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus
011 Sightings/11 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/visitor.
Records were similar in number to 2014, and were again
equally divided between the spring and autumn seasons. A
flock of 100 flew west over Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits on 14th
January, followed by the same number west over Menston
on 21st January, and on 11th February 119 flew north-west
over Valley of Desolation. Sightings of birds seen on the
ground, or on water, comprised 3 resting in a field at Low
Dam on 23rd March, 1 at Lower Barden Reservoir on 16th
April, and 1 at Otley Wetland on 18th April. Autumn flocks
seemed more variable in direction, and difficult to tie in with
a wider picture. Record numbers were in Central Scotland in
October. A total of 80 in two skeins were heading west over
Barden View Point on 25th September, and 220 flew east
over Sandwith Moor on 25th October. On 31st October 80
flew noisily south east over Arncliffe. November 1st brought
at least 100 flying north west over Burley, and the final
sighting for the year was the following day with 130 heading
south east over Denton.
Greylag Goose Anser anser
095 Sightings/40
Sites
Common resident breeder/visitor: recent significant
population increase.
This successful species remains widespread, with notably
more records from the S. However, Grimwith counts were
61 in March, 207 including immatures on 29th June, and 55
in July. Elsewhere in the N only small numbers were
reported, all near the river S of Grassington to Howgill.
Early in the year largest S counts were 250 at Denton Hall in
January, and 110 at Fewston in February. Otley Wetland held
over 150 in June, and the peak counts for the year, slightly
below last year’s totals, were 345 at Fewston in July and
approximately 400 at Lindley Wood in September. A flock of

around 300 was
reported in
December from
fields near John O’
Gaunts and
Scargill, and a
high count of 244
was at Chelker at
the end of
December. Early
April brought
Greylag
breeding reports
from Askwith and Denton, and later from Denton Moor,
Burley Moor, Water’s Laithe and Otley Wetland (26 with 30
goslings in late May). Washburn sites provided a third of S
records. From Bolton Abbey reports were of small numbers
from Barden Fell, Barden Bridge to the Strid, and Barden
Moor, where 55 were counted, including on both reservoirs,
in late July.
Canada Goose Branta canadensis 061 Sightings/25 Sites
Common breeding resident/visitor: significant population
increase in recent decades.
This species remains considerably more limited than the
previous one in its N distribution. Grimwith was the only
significant N location, with 36 counted in March, reduced to
6 in September. Single birds were reported from
Grassington and Burnsall. Peak counts at Otley Wetland,
where it bred in numbers, were 42 in March, 60 in June and
120 in September. In contrast to last year’s large counts, the
Swinsty maximum was just 20 in March, with very few later
in the year. It was scarce at Fewston, apart from 146 on 4th
December, but up to 20 or 30 were variously reported from
John O’ Gaunts, and Kex Ghyll, and 50 were at Thruscross in
December. Lindley Wood held 90 in February and
September, but the largest Washburn count was of 184 in
fields at Scargill in January (JP). There were 34 at Denton
Hall in January, and small numbers were reported in the
breeding season from various S moorland locations.
Breeding was noted on Denton Moor and at Askwith. Small
numbers were reported from Barden Moor in early July, and
over 30 were at Barden Upper Reservoir later in the month.
Regarding Barden Moor, a regular observer noted that it was
remarkable how, in just a few years, the Greylag/Canadas
have reversed roles in this area (J&FTo).
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 001 Sightings/01
Sites
Rare passage migrant
In contrast to last year’s sighting of a migrating flock of 50,
this species reverted in 2015 to its normal rare and minimal
presence in our area. Just one was recorded on Lindley
Wood on 9th September (E&PS).
Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce visitor/possible escapee.
One was at reported at Otley Wetland on 18th April (PBR).
This is the ninth year since 1984 for this species to be
reported. With the majority of the British population found
much further S, it is likely to have been an escapee.
Shelduck Tadorna tadorna
005 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/visitor: may breed some years.
Sightings came from a similar number of sites to last year,
but mostly different ones. On 25th February one was seen at
Kex Ghyll, but there was no evidence of breeding this year. A
pair was seen several times on a pond at Pool between 31st

March and 18th April, and a single bird was seen again there
on 8th June. Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits had a visit from a
single bird on 1st April, and 2 were at Lower Barden
Reservoir on 16th April.
Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata 060 Sightings/19 Sites
Scarce visitor/escaped species but local breeding population
now established.
Although now apparently well established in our area, there
was some reduction in reported sites and numbers for this
species compared to the previous year. The species’ range
this year extended from Knotford, where 4 males were seen
in May, up as far as Lower Grass Wood, including the lower
part of the Washburn. The communal male and female
gatherings seem to have involved far fewer birds compared
to 2014. On 21st February 30 were together in Strid Woods,
“all paired up or almost, some males were displaying and
both males and females were calling, it was a very
interesting performance, all the birds were fairly close
together in an area downstream of the Strid” (E&PS). A
similar mixed and noisy gathering of 27, in the same
location, was recorded on 27th November (RF). The highest
count reported was 44 in late October between Addingham
and Bolton Abbey (DM). There were 13 at Howgill in June,
and 7 were at Low Snowden in August. All other reports
were of small numbers. A possible nesting pair was noted at
Farnley Lake in April, and another pair nested at Ilkley
Tennis Club. Breeding with young was recorded at Howgill
in June and July. A pair was at Norwood Botton in the
spring, but with no evidence of breeding, and 2 males and a
female were seen in May and June at Lindley Wood. Away
from the obvious rivers and lakes, a pair were on Kex Beck,
Beamsley Moor in April, and at Stainburn a pair took over a
barn owl nest (PRo).
Wigeon Anas penelope
033 Sightings/08 Sites
Possible scarce breeding (although breeding at the one site
must now be in doubt) resident/passage migrant: population
stable/increasing.
This species continues to winter in our area in good
numbers, and has a presence throughout the year, with 3
possible pairs reportedly breeding at one site (IC). The peak
winter counts, comparable to the previous year, were 196 at
Lindley Wood on 8th February (KM), with 146 at Otley
Wetland two days before. Around 50 were at Otley Wetland
in late November, but exceptionally high water levels may
have moved some away at the end of the year. The
maximum at Knotford was 50 in early December, with 30
there in January. The only northern location was Grimwith,
where there was a peak count of 65 on 25th March (79 last
year), followed in autumn by 19 in mid October and 39 in
mid December. Other locations with just 2 or 3 birds in the
spring were Fewston, Scargill and John O’Gaunts, and 2
were at Kex Ghyll in September.
GadWall Anas strepera
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor
This species has been disappearing from our area over the
last 10 years, and was not recorded in 2014. It put in two
appearances this year, with a pair at Otley Wetland fishing
lake on 15th March (JAr), and a male on the first lake at Otley
Wetland on 30th September (JF).
Teal Anas crecca
040 Sightings/15 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor.
Northern sightings were limited to 2 sites this year, with
maxima of 42 at Mossy Moor on 28th August and 16 at
Grimwith in December. Elsewhere the majority of reports
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were from the Washburn, with the stronghold at Fewston
giving counts of 22 in March and 25 in September (PBR).
There were also 30 at John O’ Gaunts in February, and 22
there in December. Pairs were at seen at Denton Moor,
Mossy Moor and Kex Ghyll between May and July, when 6
were at Kex Ghyll. Up to 4 were at Farnley Lake in March
and and a pair was at Swinsty in April. There were 9 at
Askwith in April, and up to 14 at small ponds around
Menston early and late in the year. Wet fields at Arthington
held 3 pairs in March.
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population stable
The species remains widespread across the region, BBS 1995
– 2013 data showing an increase of 14% (UK) and 25%
(Yorkshire). Counts in our area were relatively low this year,
with early spring producing typical Washburn and Otley
Wetland counts of 2 or 3 dozen, but few at Knotford. On
27th February 87 were in the Strid Woods – Barden Bridge
area. The highest count at Grimwith for a long time was 342
on 15th October (JF), with 166 in December. Over 60 were
counted on a Howgill walk on 26th April, with additionally
42 young in 6 broods. A Grassington to Hebden river walk in
August recorded 108. First breeding was noted later than
last year, with a female with 3 young at Barden Bridge on
17th April. A Grassington area survey on 27th April counted
53 adults, plus 3 broods of young. By late June Grimwith
held a total of 107. Around 100, many pairing up, were at
Strid Woods in late November. Larger Washburn counts
were 75 at Lindley Wood in January and 78 at Swinsty in
December. Chelker’s highest count was 57 in September. A
pond at Pool, with a high December water level, held 50.
One Ilkley garden was briefly visited by a pair, another
recorded the species more regularly, and in an Otley garden
2 males and a female were on the garden pond in March,
mating was observed, followed by 10 ducklings on the pond
in May (GH).
Shoveler Anas clypeata
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant
2014 was unusual in that this species was not recorded in
our area during the year, though it is always scarce. The sole
sighting in 2015 featured an unexpected location, when one
was reported from Mossy Moor Reservoir on 2ⁿd May (BT).
Pochard Aythya ferina
009 Sightings/04 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor
This species is now quite uncommon in our area, but 2015
brought sightings from no fewer than 4 sites rather than
just one Otley site last year. The maximum was 7 at Otley
Wetland on 19th January, with up to 4 males further
reported on the first lake at the end of January into
February, 2 there again on 24th February and 1 present on
15th March. A pair was at Denton Hall lake on 26th January
(PRo). End of year records were 1 at John O’Gaunts on 16th
November, and a male at Knotford on 30th December. The
BTO Atlas suggests possible causes of current lower
numbers, from shorter migration distances, to changes in
water and food quality. A general decline in UK breeding
numbers, is tempered with gains, including new wetland
sites.
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
060 Sightings/18 Sites
Common passage/winter visitor/local breeder: population
probably stable
Although fairly widespread, this resident species was much
more of a S bird, with only 15% of sightings from the N.
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Counts were similar to last year, though lower than in some
recent years. The stronghold in the N was Kilnsey, with a
maximum of 24 reported in April (EC*), and where 10
adults and 5 juveniles were noted in July. There was 1 bird
(possibly 2) at Grimwith on 25th March, and pairs were at
Grassington and Lower Grass Wood in April and May. A
single female was at Mossy Moor in August. In the S the
maximum count was 52 at Chelker in August. At Otley
Wetland there were 42 in February, 27 in late March, and 15
in late May. Numbers here were back to 25 in late
November. John O’Gaunts held 28 on 25th March, and 15 in
mid April. Numbers at Knotford were modest, with 12 in
March and 8 in October. There were 13 at Farnley Lake in
April. Scargill held 5 in April and 10 in September. A pair
was at Denton in January, a pair bred at Kex Ghyll (PRo,
PBR), 3 were on a Burley Moor reservoir in April, 2 pairs
were at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits in April, and 4 were at
Low Dam in May. Small numbers at Fewston during the
year showed no evidence of breeding.
Scaup Aythya marila
004 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
A female was on Otley Wetland’s First Lake on 14th January,
(Das, JF) followed on 1st – 2nd April by an immature bird on
Middle Lake on 1st – 2nd April (AJ, RF)
Goldeneye Bucephala clangula
024 Sightings/06 Sites
Regular passage/winter visitor
This is another wintering duck species whose numbers are
in long term decline in the UK, thought to be related to a
north-easterly shift in wintering range due to milder winters
(BTO Atlas). Distribution in our area was similar to the
previous year. Strongholds remained Knotford, Otley
Wetland and Farnley Lake. The peak count for the year was
slightly higher than last year, with 24 at Otley Wetland in
February, and 18 there in November and December, all on
one occasion on an adjacent flooded field. At Knotford there
were 14 in January, and 8 in November, possibly moving to
Pool where 8 were on the river (none at Knotford) on 31st
December, due to very high water at Knotford. At Farnley
Lake there were 15 at the end of December. Other locations
were Chelker with 4 in February and December, and 2
females at Scargill in April.
Goosander Mergus merganser
065 Sightings/34 Sites
Breeding resident and common winter visitor. Population
significantly increased in recent decades.
A high proportion of all sightings for this species were in
March and April. The proportion of overall sightings coming
from Bolton Abbey Estate and the Grassington area was
lower this year. Again the most S sighting was at Weeton,
the most N at Cray and Hawkswick. Most counts were of 1
to 4 birds, with few counts of note in January and February,
though 10 were at Bolton Abbey in January and up to 4 pairs
were between Ilkley and Addingham in February. However,

Goosander duck

there were 6 near Burnsall and 8 at Strid Woods in late
March, and 9 on 24th March at Otley, where 7 males were
fighting over 2 females (F&CH). On an early April riverside
walk at Hebden 10 were noted (JF). A Grassington area
Waterside Birds survey recorded 7 on 30th May (5 the
previous year). The first breeding record was on 14th April, a
female with 11 chicks at Norwood Bottom, and a female was
in charge of 20 young at Gallows Hill, Otley, on 18th April
(TK**). One was at Pool with 15 ducklings on 1st May, and
one was at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits on 17th May with 4
young. On 29th April a barn owl box near Askwith was found
to be occupied by a non-breeding pair of barn owls, plus 14
goosander eggs! (PRo). A female with 4 chicks was on the
river at Gallows Hill, Otley in June, and juveniles were also
seen in July near Burnsall. Late autumn numbers were
small, but 11 mixed males and females were at Bolton Abbey
in late November, and 2 or 3 at Otley and Knotford in
December.
Quail Coturnix coturnix
Very rare: normally a passage migrant.
Addition to 2014 report: on 30th April 2014 a calling male at
Lea Green above Bastow Wood was also seen briefly (IC).
Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa (C)
Uncommon breeding resident, all from released birds:
population stable except where releases occur.
This species was recorded at equal numbers of sites across
our area, though two thirds of sightings were from the N. It
can appear anywhere across the region, being seen as far N
as Buckden and Dowber Gill, also on moorland in the
Grassington area, around Bolton Abbey, and on Hawksworth
and Burley Moors. As usual this year sightings were of up to
4 or 5 birds except where birds are released. Grimwith had
most sightings, small numbers until October, when the
release of birds, and grain strewn on the hard paths, gave
the first count of over 100.
Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus (C)
Common breeding resident: population generally stable but
subject to setbacks.
In August this year the Moorland Association warned that
due to prolonged extreme weather conditions the shooting
season would be a poor one, though some Yorkshire moors
fared better than higher western ones. In March 31 were
seen on Barden Fell, 18 on Grassington Moor and 16 at
Lippersley Pike in April. ‘Good spring numbers‘ were
reported from Denton Moor (PBR). There were 12 on Burley
Moor in June and 83 were on Barden Moor in April, with 60
there in November. On Rocking Hall Moor there were 60 in
December. October brought totals of 15 on Grassington
Moor and 23 on Threshfield Moor. This contrasts with last
year when parties of 50 and one total of 200 were recorded
on our N moorland areas. In 2014 over 40% of red grouse
sightings were from the N, from 11 sites. This year N
sightings were just a quarter of the total, and from only 6
sites. However, in the S it was reported from as many as last
year.
Black Grouse Tetrao tetrix
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare breeding resident: Northern Pennine Black Grouse
Recovery Group seeking to increase population
A report was received of 7 lecking males in the Upper
Wharfedale area (IC).
Addition to 2014 report: three males and a single female
were recorded during lek surveys during the spring in the
Upper Wharfedale area (IC).
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Grey Partridge Perdix perdix
009 Sightings/07 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident: population severely declining.
Numbers of records for this species were similar to last
year’s low total. Two were at Otley Wetland in February,
with a single bird seen there in June. 2 were on Barden Fell
in March, and 2 seen on the WNS
walk near Middleton in May. One
was reported by the main road
west of Ilkley in early June.
Between 5 and 7 birds were seen
near Reva Reservoir, and
between Menston and
Hawksworth on three dates
between July and October, and 6
were on Burley Moor in
December. Birds have been put
down by the local estate in the
past. The BTO Atlas points out
that some apparent local
increases in recent years can be
Grey partridge
related to birds being put down by shooting estates.
Pheasant Phasianus colchicus (C)
Common breeding resident subject to extensive
rearing/releases: population stable overall.
This species remains widespread and numerous, though
numbers possibly stabilising nationally. BBS 1995–2013 data
shows an increase of 31% (UK), with the RSPB Director
voicing concern at the Harewood Game Fair about the
consequences of the annual release of 50 million game birds
into the environment. In our area two thirds of records were
from the S, particularly from the Washburn, though the
largest, relatively modest, counts were from Grimwith, with
30 in March and October, and 54 in June. The Washburn
maximum was 45 at John O’Gaunts in October. A Littondale
walk in March recorded 22. Otherwise reports were of small
numbers. Sightings came from 11 gardens, mostly of up to 3
or 4 birds, but 12 roosted in trees in a Hebden garden
between January and March.
Gannet Morus bassanus
001 Sightings/ 01 Sites
Very rare migrant.
On 27th September three observers watched 2 juveniles
flying west over Barden View Point. “Seen from a distance
till almost overhead, till lost over Barden Lower Reservoir”
(GHo et al). This is the 8th occurrence of this species in our
area, and the first recorded since 2008. The majority of past
records have been in September, and have tended to involve
juveniles.
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 070 Sightings/24 Sites
Common passage/long-staying visitor: numbers have
markedly increased in recent years.
Most sightings were again from the S of the area, with again
half of the N reports coming from Grimwith, single birds
except for 3 on 2ⁿd April. One or two were noted early in the
year flying upriver at Grassington, with the northernmost
sightings from Kilnsey. Otley Wetland regularly held 9, but
16 in January and 15 in December. At Lindley Wood there
were 13 in February, 20 in September and the more
considerable late summer roost reached 45 on 28th August
(PBR). Swinsty regularly had just 2 or 3 present, Fewston
similarly, but 8 were there in late October. Knotford only
had 1 or 2, possibly the same birds as frequented Farnley
Lake. Single birds were reported from Scargill and Lower
Barden reservoirs in July. Through the year single birds
were seen flying up or down the Wharfe from a dozen
locations, from Howgill down to Weeton, including Menston,

and one N over Hawksworth Moor. One flew downriver at
Grassington in September.
Bittern Botaurus stellaris
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare winter visitor
The first report in our area
since 2012, but a much briefer
sighting than in previous years,
was provided by a bird which
flew up from the reedbed at
Otley Wetland on 1st April (AJ).
Little Egret Egretta garzetta
023 Sightings/11 Sites
Scarce visitor but likely to
become more common.
Distribution of sightings this
year was very different from
Bittern
last year, and it was reported
from several more sites. All reports except one were of
single birds, though more than one could have been involved
on some dates. On 6th January one was at Lower Grass
Wood, and one was also reported from Addingham, from
where a further report came on 28th February of a bird
flying over towards Silsden (DLR). On 13th January one was
at Menston (JM, RF) and was subsequently observed nearby
within the Bradford area but also around Reva Reservoir. A
single bird was also reported on 13th January at Kilnsey,
seen there again on 18th and 26th February. One was at
Conistone on 23rd January, 6th and 28th February. One at
Lower Grass Wood between 27th January and 20th February
was well reported (UWFS members, PP, IC). Between 8th
February and 18th March one was seen three times at Ben
Rhydding Gravel Pits, with one again seen there on
September, and one was at Denton on 19th April. No further
sightings were received until one was at Pool on 9th
September (D&NF), followed by one at John O’ Gaunts and 3
at Lindley Wood on 15th September (AJ).
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
087 Sightings/40
Sites
Common breeding resident: population now thought to be
decreasing
This species was better recorded in 2015 than the previous
year, and from notably more sites. Again over three quarters
of records came from the S. N sightings of 1 or 2 birds,
followed riverside locations from Howgill up to Kilnsey,
Kettlewell and Buckden, but there were three sightings from
different parts of Littondale. It was not reported from
Grimwith. There were 6 at Otley Wetland on 30th March, a
higher count there than at any time last year. Regularly
reported through the Washburn, there were 5 at Lindley
Wood on 9th September. As well as sightings at Bolton
Abbey and Strid Woods it was recorded from Lower Barden
reservoir. There were regular records of up to 3 around
Menston, and single birds were recorded from Knotford. In
April the largest local Heronry, between Otley and Ilkley,
held 23 nests and approximately 46 young. Three nests,
blown out by gales, were being rebuilt (PR0). At 2.0 young
per nest, productivity was marginally lower than the
previous year, when there were also 30 nests. Garden
records were few, from Burley, Addingham, Menston, Otley
and Ilkley.
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 036 Sightings/12
Sites
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Uncommon breeding/local migrant: population stable/
slowly declining.
Sightings and distribution for this species were similar to
last year. Again, N reports were confined to single birds at
Grassington in January, February and November. At Otley
Wetland there were up to 4 in January and February but no
further record until 2 in September. Farnley Lake held 4 in
March and 2 were calling in April. There were 4 at Scargill in
April. On 23rd July there were 6, including probable young,
at John O’Gaunts (PBR). Pairs bred, each raising 2 young, at
Kex Ghyll and at Denton (PRo), and a juvenile was being fed
by an adult at Low Dam (PBR). The Washburn sites
produced over half of all sightings. Other scattered sightings
were of 1 at Ben Rhydding Gravel pits in March and April, 1
at Chelker in August, with 3 there in October, and occasional
sightings of 1 at Ilkley Tennis Club. Again there were no
reports from Knotford.
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
040 Sightings/09 Sites
Common breeding resident/local migrant: population stable.
The distribution of this species again remained entirely S of
Barden Bridge, with nearly all sightings from the Washburn
reservoirs, Otley Wetland and Knotford. The highest count
was an unusual 10 at Fewston on 30th September (PBR).
There were 6 at Otley Wetland in January and also 6 at
Lindley Wood in February. Two pairs were regular at
Knotford and at Swinsty. At least 1 pair bred at each of
Knotford, Otley Wetland, Fewston and John O’ Gaunts, but
there was no evidence of last year’s successful breeding at
Lindley Wood. A single bird was near Otley weir in
November, one was at Dob Park Wood in February, and 1 or
2 were regularly seen at Chelker, but with no breeding
evidence this year.
Black Kite Milvus migrans
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare visitor.
An occasional visitor to this country, the first black kite
recorded in our area since June 2005 appeared at Scoska
Wood, Littondale on 23rd April. It fortuitously flew past a
field meeting of the Yorkshire Dales Biodiversity Forum. To
quote from the full account received: “...we watched it fly
across to almost the middle of the dale, initially even close
enough for the botanists to get excited. It then started
circling and rapidly gaining height before drifting N and
appeared to be crossing the ridge into Wharfedale, but then
dropped and headed east before being lost to view below the
skyline. The initial sighting was between 13.30 and 13.40. As
we returned to Arncliffe the bird appeared above the
footpath at 14.45 and circled, allowing photos to be taken,
before being lost to view behind trees in typical kite fashion
at 14.49” (IC, GH et al).
Red Kite Milvus milvus
138 Sightings/55 Sites
Re-introduced species (Harewood 1999 – 2003) now
established and breeding
The Yorkshire Red Kites website reports a further increase
in territories and breeding pairs in the county in 2015. The
average number of young raised per nest was slightly up on
last year at 1.88 (1.86 in 2014, 1.92 in 2013). In our area
sightings increased, from notably more locations this year,
with a welcome return of 8 reports from the N of the area.
Single birds were seen at Kilnsey in January, at Dowber Gill
and Hebden in April, at Grimwith on 30th May, at Howgill
and Mossy Moor in August, and near Stump Cross in early
October. On 25th October there were 5 between Grimwith
and Stump Cross (GL*). Again this year over 40% of all
reports were from the Washburn, but S sightings were well

distributed, including at Strid Woods and Barden Bridge. In
early January there were 4 over Middleton Moor, and 4 were
on Burley Moor in April, 5 were over Norwood edge in
February, and 5 at both Leathley and Weeton in June and
July. N of Thruscross three were soaring, with a buzzard, in
October. One or two birds were reported over 7 gardens, in
Otley, Menston, Burley and Ilkley, in addition to several
other sightings from built up areas. A total of 10 nests were
identified, again in the area from east of Ilkley down to the
southern Washburn. One nest was built but with no
breeding, one was deserted, and one was damaged in a
storm. However, from the 10 nests 16 young were produced
(PRo), i.e. 1.6 young per nest (last year 1.7). Somewhat
piratical behaviour was seen at Weeton in December: a
sparrowhawk had taken a pied wagtail on the ground in a
field, and stood with its catch underneath. It was then
threatened by a red kite which descended rapidly and
aggressively with wings at maximum extent, the
sparrowhawk flew into a tree, minus its prey, the kite made
off, presumably with the wagtail (RF).
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 002 Sightings/02
Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
A handful of records are reported annually. This year just
two sightings were received. One was seen on 18th March at
Hoodstorth (J&FTo). On 22ⁿd March a cream crowned bird
flew north- west over Middleton Moor (KM). Interestingly,
just beyond our area, so not counted in the statistics, one
flew over Leeds Bradford Airport on 17th March (AJ).
Addition to 2014 report: on 12th September a juvenile was
seen at Grimwith Reservoir (IC).
Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus
007 Sightings/06 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
No breeding records of this raptor were received, and
reports were generally of single birds. A female was flushed
from within a small wood at Kilnsey on 20th April (F&CH),
then a ringtail at Askwith Moor on 31st May (via AJ). A
ringtail was at Grassington Moor on 29th August, and
although not counted as records there were several third
party mentions of a ringtail and of a male in the
Kilnsey/Conistone area at that time (GL*). A ringtail put up
all the birds on the west shore at Grimwith on 2ⁿd October,
flying off when mobbed by lapwings (RF). On 25th
September a ringtail flew west at Barden View Point, and
one was also hunting over Barden Fell on on 25th November
(BV). One was flushed on 14th October from a low bush near
Reva Reservoir, and flew N over Hawksworth moor (RF).
Addition to 2014 report: on 24th September a ringtail was
seen at Oughtershaw (IC).
GoshaWk Accipiter gentilis
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant: may breed in the area.
This was another year where the species remained largely
elusive. The only firm sighting (description accepted) was of
1 male in the N Washburn on 7th March (KM). There were
additionally two very possible sightings of single birds, again
in the Washburn, in March and August, Both instances
involved experienced observers who felt unable to report
100% certainty.
SparroWhaWk Accipiter nisus
056 Sightings/32 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population
stable.
Again, sightings were widespread across the area, with 80%
coming from the S. The majority of northern records were
from the Grassington area, though one was at Grimwith in
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October. In the S it was widely reported, from Otley Wetland
and southern areas of the Washburn, to Barden Fell.
Virtually all sightings throughout were of single birds,
though a pair was at John O’Gaunts in May and August. It
was a regular visitor to gardens in Menston, Burley, Otley,
Ilkley, Addingham, Grassington and Hebden, in total being
reported from more gardens than jackdaw and house
sparrow. The only breeding record came from Weeton,
where 2 young were ringed (PRo).
There was no breeding attempt this year at the previous
Middleton Woods site (PRo). One was recorded losing a prey
item to a piratical red kite (q.v.) at Weeton in December.
Buzzard Buteo buteo
151 Sightings/67
Sites
Scarce breeder/passage migrant/visitor: population has
increased recently.
This species continues to spread, and remains well reported
in our area, though Yorkshire Dales densities remain lower
than in some other parts of the country (BTO Atlas).
Although total reports were slightly fewer this year, the
proportion of S sightings remained at over 75%, with the
majority of locations also in the S. Grass Wood was a good
source of N sightings, with 4 soaring in March and 4 in
September. Away from the Grassington area, mostly single
sightings came from Howgill, Conistone, Kilnsey, and the
Kettlewell area. There were also single sightings in
Littondale, and at Buckden. Up to 2 were reported from
Grimwith between May and October. In the S it was
widespread, from Weeton, where 5 were counted in
September, up to the Bolton Abbey Estate, and also
throughout the Washburn. There were 6 around Denton in
January and 5 or 6 at Norwood Edge and Lindley Wood in
February and March. On 15th March a notable count of 15
was reported, soaring above Burley, as the sun burnt away
cloud (PLB), and 10 were seen from Barden View Point on
7th August. It was regularly reported, including from
gardens, around Menston, Burley, and the Otley area,
including the Chevin and Otley Wetland. We were fortunate
to receive Pete Roe’s reports on 17 nests, producing a total of
at least 33 young in 2015, covering locations from Beamsley
and Middleton Woods down through Denton to Weston, and
also in the Dob Park, Farnley, Stainburn and Huby.
Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Very scarce winter visitor
Following the 2014 influx of this species to the UK, one
appeared and was watched for 10 minutes in the Bolton Gill
area of Hebden Beck on 7th April (E&PS, GT).
Osprey Pandion haliaetus
009 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce passage migrant
On 8th May one flew up river at Strid Woods (BOG), and
one was over Barden Viewpoint on 23rd June (BV). All other
reports came from the Washburn, from September into
October. September started with 1 over Farnley Lake on the
1st (D&NF), with subsequently an adult and a juvenile fishing
on Lindley Wood on 9th (AJ). Further anecdotal reports from
Lindley Wood continued, and one was still present on 15th
and 17th (AJ, DoM). Sightings then shifted to Swinsty where
one immature was fishing on 22ⁿd September (RF) and
continued as an attraction for birders and the general public
until at least 4th October, also visiting Fewston (25th
September, PBR).
Additions to 2014 report: on 11th April 2014 one was
reported flying NE from the river bridge at Pool, and on 21st

June one was seen above Skirfare Bridge carrying a fish and
then perching in a tree, seen again the following day (IC).
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
102 Sightings/56 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: national
population decline
The kestrel remains on the amber list of birds of
conservation concern, and has declined by around 42% in
Yorkshire over the period 1995 – 2003 (BBS). However,
WNS sightings remain numerous and widespread, with
rather more locations recorded than in 2014. It was the most
frequently reported bird of prey after buzzard and red kite,
with sightings double those of sparrowhawk, despite being
rarely seen from gardens. It was generally associated with
countryside and the outskirts of smaller settlements. Almost
three quarters of sightings were in the S, with frequent
reports from Bolton Abbey Estate and the Washburn, mostly
away from the main reservoirs, apart from Thruscross. The
northernmost sightings were from Scoska Wood, Litton and
from Hubberholme, and it was regular at Grimwith, with 3
seen there in June. In July one was hunting on Sandwith
Moor at 21.30 by the light of the moon (E&PS). In summer
4 were seen together at Whetstone Gate, Barden Moor and
Kilnsey. In August a juvenile was with an adult on
Grassington Moor. Elsewhere, Pete Roe reported 4 young
from a nest at Denton Moor, and 6 chicks in a box at Burley,
similar figures to last year. It also bred at Denton, and
Thruscross, but here the eggs failed to hatch (PRo). Colin
Harrison reported 41 young from 10 broods in the S of the
area, slightly less productive than last year’s 21 young from
4 broods (CoH).
Merlin Falco columbarius
013 Sightings/07 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population
probably stable.
The species was somewhat more widely reported than the
previous year. In April single birds were seen on Threshfield

in the Washburn, and breeding evidence was elusive. One
was at Strid Woods on 2ⁿd June (KM), and one flew north
west at Barden Bridge on 30th June (PD&JBP). Barden View
Point sightings were a single on 3rd July, and 2 on 11th July.
On 10th July 2 separate adults were seen, and described, 1 at
Howgill and 1 on Barden Fell (KM, BV). An earlier N sighting
was of 1 hunting near Mossdale Scar, Grassington Moor on
13th June (BT).
Peregrine Falco peregrinus
011 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce resident/passage/probable breeder
2015 was a poor year for this species in our area. Sightings
were limited, and there was no evidence of successful
breeding. A preliminary report for the 2014 BTO National
Peregrine Survey states that although the total UK
population remains stable ‘The association of peregrines
with wild and remote places in the UK grows increasingly
tenuous, as numbers nesting on traditional inland crags
decline, and the numbers occupying lowland quarries and
man-made structures continue to grow....This ongoing
redistribution of peregrine numbers across Britain is
probably being driven by multiple factors...’ This does not
however explain why Wharfedale peregrine records were
notably fewer in 2015 than recent years. Single birds were
reported at Timble Ings in February (several dates), at
Kilnsey on 5th April, with another sighting on 5th September.
One was over Barden Fell on 17th June, with a further
sighting of 1 there on 27th November. A juvenile female was
on moorland in the Grassington area on 25th July (KM), and
an adult male was seen at Valley of Desolation on 18th and
28th August, also 10th October (KM). Records received from
Ian Court (YDNP) comment that ‘only one nesting site in
Wharfedale was occupied but failed, probably at egg stage. It
has been the worst year for Peregrine in the YDNP since the
late 1970s with only a single successful nest’.
Addition to 2014 report: a pair fledged 2 young at a site in
the N of our area (IC).
Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
007 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
This species is always scarce, more often heard than seen,
but this year it was reported more widely than average,
particularly as winter periods were mild. At Otley Wetland,
the principal site, single birds were reported on 5th January
(PD&JBP), 6th February (AJ), 15th March (JAr**) and 4th
April (AJ). On 17th March a pair was apparently present,
with one calling in the main reed bed, and a second bird flew
across the path into the same reed bed area (RF). On 15th
March one was additionally reported at Sun Lane, Burley
(PD&JBP), and a final record came from Farnley Lake on 27th
December (AJ).
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
062 Sightings/29 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population
probably stable.
The population of this species remains stable, again with
four out of five reports coming from the S. In the N, records
of 1 or 2 birds, were received from Conistone (breeding
pair), Threshfield, Howgill, Littondale, Burnsall and
Kettlewell. The species was widespread through the S, with
3 reports from different parts of Bolton Abbey Estate, and a
fair number of Washburn sightings. Although described as
common in the Washburn, 5 at Fewston in October was the
maximum counted, as in previous years. None were
reported from Swinsty. Maximum numbers were lower than
last year, with 5 the highest counts for Otley Wetland, in
May and June. Menston’s High Royds pond often held 8 or
more, with 3 breeding pairs.

Merlin chicks

and Grasssington Moors, and a pair described as territorial
was seen in the Bolton Abbey Estate area (AJ, IC). One flew
fast over Hawksworth Moor in mid May, and a possible
juvenile was hunting on Barden Moor in July. A pair bred
and hatched 5 young on a moorland site in the S of the area
(PRo). Single birds were seen at Mossy Moor and
Grassington Moor in August and September.
Hobby Falco subbuteo
008 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce summer visitor/probable breeder: population
increasing.
Compared to the previous year 2015 showed increase in
sightings and sites, mostly around the Bolton Abbey Estate,
but including 2 N sightings. The species was again not seen
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Coot Fulica atra
032 Sightings/10 Sites
Locally common breeding migrant: population stable.
The national population of this species seems to remain
fairly stable (BTO Atlas). Being a bird of low lying wetlands,
it is more prevalent in the S of our area. It was however
reported again this year from Kilnsey, where it bred, with 1
seen in April and 5 including young recorded on 30th June.
Maximum counts from Otley Wetland were similar to 2014,
with 93 on 19th January, 45 in September, and 43 in
December. Knotford had fewer, with 25 in January and
March, and 36 on 2nd December (RF). There were 15 at John
O’Gaunts in April (JF) and up to 4 were variously reported
from Denton, Farnley Lake and Fewston between January
and April. The Chelker peak count was 34 in August.
Breeding and young were reported from Low Dam, John
O’Gaunts and Chelker.
Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus
117 Sightings/46 Sites
Locally common breeding migrant: population probably
increasing.
This now widespread breeding species is found through the
whole of the region, reported this year slightly more
frequently in the S than in the N. The first sightings were
late this year, with 2 at Lindley Wood on 20th January, and
the first N report of 3 at Lower Grass Wood on 5th February.
By late February there were counts of 67 at Lower Grass
Wood, 47 at Arncliffe Cote, 50 at Linton and 40 at Grimwith.
A record count of 140 was made at Thruscross on 8th March
(KM), and 50 were at Bolton Abbey in mid March.
Grimwith’s peak count of 59 was 9th April. A pair was on
eggs on Denton Moor on 26th May, producing 1 chick in June
(PRo). Pairs with young were reported between late May
and the end of June from Kex Ghyll, Appletreewick,
Kettlewell and Grimwith. At Kilnsey an adult was seen
showing a juvenile how to open a snail. Few records
appeared after mid July, and the last sightings on 24th July
were of 4 at Scargill and a juvenile at Strid Woods.
Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 045 Sightings/25 Sites
Uncommon moorland breeding migrant/passage visitor:
population probably in decline.
The number of sites where the species was reported
increased this year, with some good counts and a wide
distribution across the area, though identified breeding pairs
were sparse. The higher counts were all in the S. The
maximum count was 500 on Ilkley Moor on 10th April (PBR),
with 320 at Whetstone Gate three days later. There were 110
at Chelker on 3rd January, and 200 on Middleton Moor on
7th January, with up to 120 still there in March, and again on
15th April. At Sandwith Moor and Scargill there were 200 on
18th February and 120 in mid March. Reva Hill area of
Hawksworth Moor held 100 on 18th March. There were 120
at Lower Barden
reservoir on 6th
Golden plover
April, and 40 just S
of the Chevin in mid
April. In the N
individual birds and
pairs started to be
seen on moors
around Grassington
from mid March,
there were 2 on
Foxup Moor in April,
and 50 flew over
Threshfield on 23rd
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April. Single birds were on Burley Moor in April and May,
and 2 pairs were reported from Hawksworth Moor, also 2
pairs on Rombalds Moor, where young were seen on 15th
June (PRo). Two were on Great Whernside summit on 8th
May. A pair with fledged young was on Grassington Moor on
27th June (GL*). Single birds were calling agitatedly at Kex
Ghyll in June and at Lippersley Pike in July. Autumn peak
numbers were lower, with 150 seen from Barden View Point
on 25th September, and 220 on Sandwith Moor on 29th
September. In early October there were 25 at Grimwith and
30 at Chelker. On 12th November there were 40 on Burley
Moor, and 6 flew over Yarnbury. There were 10 still at
Burley Moor on 16th December.
LapWing Vanellus vanellus
147 Sightings/57 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population may
be declining.
This is another red-listed species of conservation concern
which fortunately remains more common in our region than
in many other parts of Britain, and was reported from about
the same number of sites in our area as the previous year.
2015 also brought some good counts throughout much of the
year. In January, 400 were at Chelker on 11th, 200 on
Middleton Moor, also 100 at Grimwith. Later in the month
500 were at 500 at Denton (PP, PRo), and 500 on 8th
February at Lower Barden reservoir (RN). Even at Guiseley
Ings, adjoining built up areas, there were 100. On 2ⁿd
February the first 20 were at Grassington, and numbers of
20 to 40 were subsequently reported through to March from
several sites and moorlands in the Grassington area, which
produced half of all N records, and up to Conistone and
Kilnsey. There were 36 at Grimwith in late March. The
species was little reported in Littondale and the
northernmost part of the Dale, though 16 were around Hag
Dyke in mid May, and 4 were in the Hubberholme area in
June. At least 4 pairs were in a Chevin field in April, and 20
with fledged young were on Hawksworth Moor in mid May.
At Otley Wetland in late May there were 11 marking out nest
sites in the field opposite the conservation lake, and the
maximum count was 34 in June. A pair again fledged young
in June at the High Royds pond at Menston. At Grimwith
about 20 including 4 fledged young were seen on 30th May.
A general comment was made that, similarly to curlew,
numbers seem to be holding up on moor edges but scarce in
the breeding season elsewhere (PBR). July brought some
post-breeding flocks, with 100 over Linton, 150 on
Threshfield Moor, 48 just S of the Chevin and 45 at
Grimwith. At the end of September 250 flew over Lindley
Wood, and 160 were at Valley of Desolation in early August.
On 2ⁿd October a hen harrier was vigorously mobbed by
30 lapwing at Grimwith (RF), but much larger numbers
were at Chelker with 620 on 19th October (J&FTo), and at
Sandwith Moor with 1,000 on 26th October (TK). There were
120 back at Denton and 225 at Scargill in November.
December saw flocks of 140 over Rocking Hall Moor, 120
over Thruscross and Menston, at least 300 in fields at
Weeton, and 130 at Chelker.
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
009 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: stable population.
This summer migrant is a species of the S of the area,
traditionally associated with the Washburn. Fewer reports
were received compared to the previous year. The first
sighting was at Swinsty on 25th March (PBR), and a pair was
displaying there on 7th April (AJ). There was a lack of further
sightings in the Washburn, due to consistently full reservoirs

(PBR), though a single bird was again at Swinsty on 2ⁿd
June. A pair was reported at Kex Ghyll, with 2 juveniles on
24th July (PRo). Two were at Lower Barden reservoir on 9th
April (KM), where one was seen in June and where there
was also an adult with 2 immatures on 22ⁿd July.
Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 007 Sightings/02
Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population stable.
This predominately coastal species was again present as a
breeding bird at Grimwith. The first was noted on 25th
March (JF), with 2 on 7th April, again near the sailing club
(AMG). On 29th June a total of 5 was reported, including
males pursuing females (JF), and 6 dispersed birds were
seen on 14th July, three together and others singly along the
shoreline (RF). It is estimated that 3, possibly 4, pairs bred
in the Grimwith area (IC). Other reports were 2 at Lower
Barden reservoir on 16th April (JP), a pair at Carr Bottom
reservoir on Burley Moor on 30th May (PD&JBP), and 2 at
Swinsty on 10th July (PBR),
CurleW Numenius arquata
156 Sightings/72 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
stable.
This key Wharfedale species has just been added to the Red
List of Birds of Conservation Concern, so is now of the
highest conservation
priority. Launching a
Curlew
conservation appeal, the
BTO says: ‘The Breeding
Bird Survey (BBS) shows a
46% decline across the UK
in the last two decades.
Critically, the UK holds
28% of Europe’s breeding
curlew, meaning that
declines here represent the
loss of a substantial
portion of Europe’s total
breeding curlew
population. The UK’s
population of wintering
curlew is also of global importance, representing nearly onefifth of the world population. Resident breeding curlew are
joined in winter by birds from the Continent and
Scandinavia. However, the Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS)
estimates about a 20% decline in curlew numbers over the
last 15 years.’ In our area it does remain widespread, though
was recorded this year from slightly fewer sites compared to
recent years. The first significant count was of 150 at Denton
on 14th January, with 200 there on 25th January (PP). 50
were also recorded in January at Low Dam, 75 flew west
over Knotford, and 100 were near Burley weir. The first few
birds in the N were calling around Kilnsey and in the
Grassington area at the beginning of March. A Hebden to
Grassington walk on 4th April recorded 22 (JF), but N counts
remained generally of no more than 8 or 9 birds. However it
was widespread through the breeding season in the N, with
small numbers up the Dale to Hubberholme, 9 around
Grimwith in early March, 8 on Foxup Moor in late April, 5
up Dowber Gill and a further 5 on the top of Great
Whernside in early May. Moorland areas around
Grassington gave typical counts of 7 to 9 birds. It was
widespread in the Washburn, mostly in small numbers,
though 130 were at Scargill in late March. Round Hill and
Lippersley Pike each had 11 birds calling or displaying in
April. Just small numbers were reported from the Bolton
Abbey Estate, the most being 14 at Valley of Desolation in

January. A general comment was made that, similarly to
lapwing, numbers seem to be holding up on moor edges but
scarce in breeding season elsewhere (PBR). There were 47
near Menston (Guiseley Ings) in July and by late October
there were again 300 at Denton, with 160 there in
November. Birds were seen or heard over gardens at
Addingham, Burley, Otley, and Hebden. Many reports were
received of probable breeding behaviour. 6 pairs were
reported breeding in May on Hawksworth Moor by Pete Roe,
but the only specific record of a pair with young was at
Burley (SB).
Dunlin Calidris alpina
004 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce passage visitor: probably still breeds in the area but
numbers much reduced.
Sightings were not far from the recent average this year, and
though one or two were in potential breeding areas no
breeding evidence emerged. On 16th March one was at West
End, Thruscross (KM). One was at Mossy Moor on 2ⁿd May,
seen again on 13th June, but with no breeding evidence (BT),
and on 12th June one was reported up on Firth Fell (KM). A
single, presumably passage bird, was at Fewston on 27th
August (PBR).
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
068 Sightings/30 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: national
population decline not apparent locally.
We are fortunate that this species is still a common sight
along rivers and water bodies throughout much of the area.
BTO surveys and Atlas indicate a reduction in breeding
range and density even in N strongholds such as the Pennine
Dales. This year there were more sightings in the S, but it
was actually recorded at more different sites in the N. The
early first sighting was of 1 on 1st April at Strid Woods
(J&FTo), with nearly two weeks before the next was seen on
13th April at Lower Grass Wood, followed by reports from
Conistone and Kettlewell. The first in the S was at Otley
Wetland on 15th April and 3 were at Lower Barden reservoir
the next day. The Washburn and Bolton Abbey Estate
subsequently produced nearly all the S records. In early May
there were 2 and 3 respectively at the Lower and Upper
Barden reservoirs. On 27th April a Grassington area survey
recorded 8, and the species was as usual well distributed up
to Littondale and Langstrothdale, where 5 were seen on a
mid-June walk. A count at Grimwith, with very active birds
in some sections of the walk, gave a total of 21 on 29th June,
compared to 17 in late June 2014 (JF). Pairs were displaying
in April at Howgill and Burnsall, and in May and June a
breeding pair was high up Mossdale Beck on Grassington
Moor (BT). Kex Ghyll and Strid Woods each held a pair with
single young in May and June. A single bird was at Otley
weir in early August, followed by several other records,
mostly of singles, from Washburn reservoirs, the last report
being an adult and immature on 27th August at Fewston.
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 004 Sightings/04
Sites
Scarce passage visitor.
Occasional sightings of this species occur in most years,
most frequently in August, and sighting numbers this year
were at the upper end of average. One was reported from
the river bed upstream of Dob Bridge (Norwood Bottom) on
7th August, a most unusual location (PBR), possibly the same
bird as one reported from Low Snowden on 31st July (IH).
One was at Otley Wetland on 24th August (AJ). A late
sighting this mild autumn was from the river near Burley
by-pass on 28th October (J&PC).
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Greenshank Tringa nebularia
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage visitor
One was at Lindley Wood on 9th August (JM), providing the
first record for this species in our area since 2011. A second
bird was reported flying over Fewston on 28th August
(PBR).
Redshank Tringa totanus
037 Sightings/22 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
probably stable.
This year the species was reported more frequently in the S,
with sightings up on the previous year. On 10th March the
first sightings of the year were of 1 at Chelker, and 2 at High
Royds pond, Menston. By June these had raised 2 young, in
spite of this being a popular recreational area. Most
sightings were of 1 or 2 birds, but 4 were at Grimwith and 6
at Kilnsey in April. The maximum count for the year was 7
on Blubberhouses Moor on 27th May (PBR), with 6 counted
on a Middleton Moor and Round Hill walk in late April (JP).
There were several sightings of pairs on moors around
Grassington in April, and a pair at Barden Bridge on 1st May.
Two pairs were at a small reservoir on Burley Moor in May.
Reports of 2 birds each came from Swinsty and Scargill in
March and April, with 4 at John O’Gaunts in April. A pair
was at Chelker in May. One came off a nest with eggs at
Mossy Moor in June (BT), at Kex Ghyll a pair raised young
(PRo), and appropriately the last sighting of the year on 24th
June was of 6 at this location (PBR).
Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare migrant/winter visitor.
One was flushed from the wet field between sailing club lake
and the Wharfe on 31st January by a BOG member (JAr).
Woodcock Scolopax rusticola
014 Sightings/07 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant/winter visitor:
probably in decline.
2013 was a good year for woodcock records, probably due to
the national 2013 Woodcock Survey. Results from this
showed that breeding numbers and breeding range have
both declined considerably since the previous survey in
2003. The rate of decline varied regionally but was least
pronounced in areas that contained large tracts of
continuous woodland. In 2014 and 2015 sightings and
locations have been sparse in our area, and 2015 counts
were small. February and March brought reports of single
birds at Barden Moor, Grass Wood (on 2 dates) and Lindley
Wood. It was present in Strid Woods in April. Several
reports came between mid May and July from Sandwith
Moor Plantation, where up to 4 birds were roding. In June
there were also single birds roding at Timble and at least 1,
possibly 3, at Farnley Lake (E&PS). Autumn records were
minimal, with 1 seen at Grass Wood on 26th November.
Snipe Gallinago gallinago
038 Sightings/25 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population stable or in shallow decline.
The BTO Atlas concludes that the British snipe population
size is hard to determine, and trends are poorly monitored.
In 2015 it was recorded at notably more sites than the
previous year, again the majority of sites and of sightings
came from the S. Foxup Moor was again the most N site.
The first sighting, and largest count for the year, was 20 at
John O’Gaunts on 20th January (PBR), but 12 were also
reported in January from a wet grassland area at Otley
Wetland (JAr). Single birds were seen at several moorland
locations around Grassington in March and April with 3
calling and drumming on Foxup Moor in late April. A pair
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was also here in June. On 15th April there were 6 drumming
on Middleton Moor. Drumming was also heard from
Hawksworth Moor and Timble in March and April. Birds
were drumming at Hebden Beck, Draughton and Burley
Moor in May, and at Low Snowden in June. Single birds
were reported from Beamsley Beacon and Denton Moor in
July. One was calling at Grimwith in May, and was seen on
adjacent moorland in July. No records came from Bolton
Abbey Estate last year, but in June this year there were
reports of 2 on Barden Moor and 3 at Valley of Desolation.
By November at least 5 were back at the small pond at High
Royds, Menston. One was seen at Otley Wetland in
November and December.
Common Tern Sterna hirundo
008 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant: occasionally breeds.
As in 2014, records were limited this year and breeding was
not proven. The first sightings of the year, on 21st and 23rd
April were of 2 at Otley Wetland, with courtship feeding
reported on 24th April (AJ). On 2ⁿd May either 1 or 2 birds
were seen flying between the middle and sailing lake (JF),
and on 12th May two were on the first lake, and a possible
third bird on the sailing lake. Other observations confirm
three birds present at Otley during the summer, but no
evidence of breeding (PBR). The last sighting, on 17th July
was of one calling and fishing on the sailing lake.
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population may be declining after big increase in recent
decades.
The higher counts of this common and widespread species
were again from reservoir winter roosts. On 3rd January a
mixed small gull flock
of 3,500 was at
Grimwith, and by 17th
February the count
there was
approximately 1,200
black-headed with
many more common
gulls (GL*). At Swinsty
on 25th January the
mixed common/black
headed gull roost was
up to 7,000 with more
still arriving at dusk
(AJ). On 20th February
the mixed Swinsty
roost numbered
Black-headed gull
15,000 (AJ). Again on
4th December the Swinsty count was 3,500 (JP). At Scargill
on 18th March 1000 flew over east to west, with over 200 at
Beaverdyke on 25th March. Around 70 black-headed gulls
were in a mixed small gull flock of 300 in flooded fields at
Hawkswick in March, and a common/black-headed gull
flock of 200 was at Arncliffe Cote at the end of October. On
16th April there were 850 at Upper Barden reservoir (JP),
and over 200 were present there, mostly juveniles, in late
July. Smaller numbers were widely reported all year, but
flooded fields in December brought at least 500 at Pool and
400 at Knotford and 200 to Otley Wetland. Several gardens
reported the species landing and feeding, the most being up
to 20 in January and February in Addingham, with 12 in
Ilkley and an unusual 9 in July in a Grassington garden.
Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus
001 Sightings/01 Sites

Rare but probably under-recorded visitor.
The only record this year was of one at Grimwith on 3rd
January. It had been seen there by the same observer on 27th
December 2014 (BT).
Common Gull Larus canus
047 Sightings/24 Sites
Common passage/winter visitor: small number of breeding
records.
The UK receives major influxes of wintering continental
birds, which begin their return movement in March and
April (BTO Atlas). Large winter roosts at Grimwith and
Swinsty were again a notable feature of the common gull in
our region. Grimwith held a maximum of 4,800 common
gulls in February (GL*), and the winter ‘small gull’ roost at
Swinsty held 7,000 mixed common and black headed gulls
on 25th January, with more still arriving at dusk (AJ). On
20th February the mixed Swinsty roost numbered 15,000
(AJ). Common gulls formed about 80% of a mixed small gull
flock of 300 in flooded fields at Hawkswick in March (JF),
and a common/black-headed gull flock of 200 was at
Arncliffe Cote at the end of October. Elsewhere in the N
numbers were small, including 20 at Buckden in August. In
the S, with the majority of sightings, numbers were mostly
small. Reports were widespread, from as far S as Weeton,
though it was hardly reported at all from Bolton Abbey. In
February there were 200 at Scargill, with 200 at Thruscross
in March, and by 4th December 400 were back at Swinsty
(JP)
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus
048 Sightings/28 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: probably
declining due to control at breeding sites.
This year sightings and sites for this species were fairly
evenly divided between N and S. Records were received from
all parts of the area, where it breeds on local moors, when
not disturbed by gamekeepers concerned by their propensity
to eat anything that moves. An anecdote came from John
Topham, who on 27th April observed one in Strid Woods
catching a toad. ‘After pecking at it the gull recoiled,
violently shook its head, then repeatedly dipped its head in
water and drank. The toad made good its escape’. In contrast
to last year there were few records from the Grassington
area, with only small numbers recorded, the maximum
being 8 flying over Threshfield Moor in late July. No report
was received from the quarry near Linton where numbers
previously bred. Most reports elsewhere were also of just 1
to 3 birds, the only double figure counts for the year coming
from Grimwith with 19 on 17th February (GL), and from
Upper Barden Reservoir with 12 in July, many fewer than a
June count last year. The most S records were from Burley,
Menston and adjacent moorland, generally birds flying over.
Herring Gull Larus argentatus 015 Sightings/10 Sites
Uncommon visitor.
The species was recorded at a similar level to the previous
year. A count of 30 was notable at Swinsty on 25th January
(AJ), and 6 were there on 20th February. In March there
were 12 at Pool. Single birds were at Grimwith in January,
Otley Wetland in March, Scargill in April and Mossy Moor in
August. The species was noted over Timble Ings in June and
October. There were 5 adults at Grimwith on 17th February
(GL*), and on 7th January at Burley 5 flew east, calling (SB).
In June there were 6 reported within the Upper Barden
reservoir black-headed Gull colony (J&FTo).
Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus
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006 Sightings/04 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
Sightings and sites continued the low level of recent years.
There were at least 2 adults at Grimwith on 3rd January, and
1 first winter bird was there on 17th February (both GL*).
Two adults flew over Grassington Moor on 11th August (JP),
and 1 was at Grimwith on 15th October. On 10th December
reports of two separate single birds came from Conistone
and Yarnbury (KM).
Feral Pigeon Columba livia (C)
Common resident breeder: population probably stable.
According to the BTO Atlas, although the species is largely
absent from the uplands of northwest England, the species
has been expanding into upland margins. It can be
encountered in many parts of our area, and this year records
came from farms, Dales barns, and included a flock of 20 on
a riverside bank at Bolton Abbey. Records were fairly evenly
distributed between N and S, as far N as Buckden, with 20 in
the Kettlewell area in July. Groups of up to 20 were reported
from Otley, and 28 at John O’Gaunts in October. It was
reported from 3 gardens, with up to 15 counted at Menston,
but a garden in Ilkley proved very popular with the species,
with 60 in February, and 28 in September, at which point
bird table food was cut back (JF).
Stock Dove Columba oenas
040 Sightings/28 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This predominately rural species may remain underrecorded, but it remained well distributed across the area.
Numbers reported were consistently low, the most being
just 8 on Hawksworth Moor in March, and no other sighting
involving more than 4 birds. The most N record was from
Kettlewell, with reports also from Littondale villages and
Grimwith. It was recorded at Lower Grass Wood,
Threshfield and Appletreewick, Just three records were from
the Bolton Abbey Estate, and in the Washburn sightings
were from the Lindley Wood area, John O’Gaunts and
Thruscross. The most S sighting was at Weeton. It was seen
at Otley Wetland and Knotford, and 1 or 2 were regular
visitors to three gardens in Otley and one in Addingham.
Evidence of breeding was limited to the odd pair seen, and
single birds leaving possible barn nesting sites.
Woodpigeon Columba palumbus (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
A recent BTO update on this species might be of interest:
“recorded on more than 90% of squares surveyed during
the most recent Atlas, the breeding population is estimated
to be around 5.3 million pairs. In mid November, there were
eye-catching counts of 50,000 to 150,000 woodpigeons
moving in the Severn area and along the S coast. Similar
numbers have been seen in previous years. The origin and
destination of these birds is something of a mystery. Are
these local breeders dispersing? Ringing data shows only
very local movements of birds breeding in Britain and
similarly there is little evidence for birds arriving en-masse
from Scandinavia.” In our region numbers were
considerably lower. However, it is doubtless often underrecorded. Two thirds of sightings this year were from the S,
with around 300 counted in an arable field at Weeton on 3rd
March (RF), with 75 again at the same location on 4th
November. There were also 100 at Threshfield in late
January (*GL), and 36 at John O’Gaunts in February. No
other counts were of more than 30. It was commonly
reported in gardens, counts being slightly down on last year,
typically 3 or 4, with a maximum of 7 in a Burley garden.
Pairs bred in gardens at Addingham and Otley, and adults

with juvenile were recorded in a Threshfield garden in
August, with a juvenile still there on 28th October.
Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This bird remains mostly reported from built-up or village
locations. It was reported from a range of locations from
Weeton up to Buckden, though this year less than a third of
reports were from members’ gardens, and breeding was
only reported from one garden, in Menston. The highest
count in 2014 was 9 in a Grassington garden, and this year
there were 6 in the same garden in July. The maximum
village counts were just 6 at Weeton in September, and 7 at
Burnsall in November. One was perhaps unusually reported
from Strid Woods in March. The BTO Atlas suggests there
may be signs of the national increase levelling off, and latest
BBS data suggests some reduction in all UK regions between
2013 and 2014.

However, reporting on his Washburn ringing, Colin
Harrison thought the barn owl was becoming more
common, with more farmers pleased to report sightings, and
his 3 broods produced 7 young. One pair near Otley had
their nest taken over by goosanders, and a Stainburn nest
was taken over by mandarin duck. The Washburn provided
a high proportion of records, and there was a string of
breeding records along the valley between Otley and Ilkey.
Single birds were at Grimwith in January and October, and a
pair was confirmed to have bred there (IC). There were July
sightings at Conistone, and at Burnsall and Greenhow, also
between Barden and Bolton Abbey, in August. One was at
Linton Bottoms in September, also one at Grassington Moor
in December. A pair bred in the Arncliffe area (JM, IC), and a
possible pair was at Starbotton (IC). One was hunting at
Otley Wetland at dusk in December (JM). A bird ringed in
2014 at Stainburn was found dead in February near Denton
(PRo).
Little OWl Athene noctua
019 Sightings/16 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population appears to be
declining.
2015 again brought limited records for this species, with
fewer than in 2014. The majority of reports were single
birds. Compared to last year it was slightly more widely
reported in the N, from Mastiles Lane in February, Kilnsey in
March and June, Burnsall in May, and from Arncliffe (2
sightings of a pair) and Kettlewell (2 separate birds) in June.
In the S there were several sightings at Menston, also at
Stead, near Ben Rhydding. Single reports came from
Thruscross in February, Burley and Draughton in April,
Otley Wetland in June, Chelker in August and Timble Ings in
October. Colin Harrison reported on a brood with 2 young in
the Washburn, and Pete Roe reported 4 young from a brood
in the Denton Moor area.
TaWny OWl Strix aluco
048 Sightings/27 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
In spite of good numbers to start the year, 2015 turned out
to be a mixed one for this species, both locally and
nationally. After last year’s successful breeding, a reported
crash this year in small mammal prey led to a poor season,
and to fewer tawny owls calling around gardens late in the
year. Again there were more S than N records and sites, with
most northern reports from the Grassington area. Littondale
provided reports of one calling at Hawkswick in March, 2
holding territories at Scoska Wood in April (GL), juveniles at
Tennant Gill in July (EC), and a sighting of one bird at
Arncliffe in October. Birds were also calling early in the year
at Kilnsey and Cam Gill Beck. In the S around a third of
records were from the Washburn, where 2 were at Sandwith
Moor Plantation and 2 at Timble in June and July (E&PS).
Pete Roe reported on 2 nests at Denton Moor where chicks
subsequently died, but recorded successful breeding at
Timble. He also comments that there were no young from 3
known sites in Middleton Woods, or from Nell Bank. Colin
Harrison had relatively better results, reporting 6 broods
raising 12 young in the Washburn, compared to 9 broods
and 16 young in 2014. An adult with one (early?) fluffy
juvenile was in a small wood at Menston in late April. A
single adult appeared to be resident in an overgrown garden
tree in Menston during the summer (RF). Two roosted at
Sun Lane, Burley in June, and one flew out of a nest in Ilkley
in May. Reports also came from Bolton Abbey, Clifton,
Addingham and Hebers Ghyll. Daytime calling birds were
noted in March and June at Barden Bridge and Folly Hall.
Most garden records were from the months up to May, from

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
067 Sightings/30 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population declining.
2015 showed a slight decline in reports and locations for the
cuckoo in our area, after 2014’s relatively more successful
year for this species in the UK. A rough analysis shows that
nearly three quarters of all records, which as usual mostly
relate to male birds heard calling only, came from three
broad areas, namely the moors above Burley and Ilkley to
Addingham Moorside, Bolton Abbey Estate, including
Howgill N of Barden Bridge, and Upper Wharfedale. It is
difficult to work out how many birds might actually be
involved. Cuckoos were also heard at Hebden, Burnsall,
Timble Ings and the Chevin on 2 or 3 dates each. Two
records from Grass Wood were on one April day only.
Elsewhere in the Washburn there were records of 1, possibly
2 birds, at Snowden Moor, Sandwith Moor, Kex Ghyll and
Thruscross. One record came from Pool in May. The first
arrival was at Ilkley Moor on 21st April (J&SS), and the next
few days saw several records from Burley Moor, Bolton
Abbey locations and Hebden. May produced records from
most of the areas mentioned above, though it was June
before it was reported on the Chevin or in locations from
Buckden through to Hubberholme (one was heard at
Oughtershaw in early May). Pairs were at Timble and
Barden Moor in May and June. At Barden Moor and Howgill
2 males were also reported separately calling, and 3 were
counted on a Langstrothdale walk in June. On 7th June at
Burley Moor there were 2 males calling and a female
‘bubbling’ (J&PC), and at the same location on 9th June, 4
adults, at least 3 of which were male, were reported to be in
noisy dispute over a favourite calling site (JT). No records
were received this year from anywhere S of Pool, from Otley
Wetland, Grimwith or Littondale, or from once reliable
locations such as Folly Hall. Whilst our region may still offer
more opportunities to hear or see this species than many
other areas of the country, it is easy to identify extensive
tracts of Wharfedale countryside and villages which seem to
either lack cuckoos or are possibly insufficiently covered by
observers.
Barn OWl Tyto alba
048 Sightings/32 Sites
Increasing breeding resident
A mixed picture emerges for this species in 2015. Sightings
and locations increased over some recent years, but there
was poor late spring weather and apparently a dearth of
voles in the summer (BTO). The regular ringing programme
(AJ, PRo, JM, CoH) reported 18 pairs within our area, of
which 13 bred, producing 25 young, well down on 2014. Wet
summer weather claimed 2 young at Swinsty, for example.
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Menston, Otley, Threshfield (pair), Kilnsey (3 calling in
January) and Hebden (pair).
Long-eared OWl Asio otus
008 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant.
A fairly stable species nationally, strongly represented in
Northern England, but with considerable variations in
where it is
recorded. A
small number
of breeding
records were
again received
in our area for
this species,
hard to locate,
and often only
indicated by
young calling.
At least three
breeding pairs
with young,
Long-eared owl
and possibly a
fourth pair, were found in May within an extensive
Washburn site (AJ and others). Another pair bred in a
nearby moorland area, and young fledged (PRo). Further
pairs raised three young each on the edge of the Bolton
Abbey Estate and in Upper Wharfedale (JM, C&FC). A BOG
member (PC) reported one from Fewston in September.
Short-eared OWl Asio flammeus 017 Sightings/12 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/resident: population either stable or
in shallow decline.
This scarce species is subject to population fluctuations, and
is considered difficult to accurately survey (BTO Atlas). 2012
was an unusually good year, with an influx of continental
birds, and record numbers of sightings in Wharfedale, but
the following years were rather poor for short- eared owl
records. 2015 showed some improvement. On 7th January
there were 2 on Middleton Moor, and 1 at Barden View
Point. A single bird was seen on Threshfield Moor on 13th
May and again on 12th June, and one flew past an observer at
Timble Ings on 8th June. There were several sightings in May
and one in June of a bird near the Greenhow road at
Hoodstorth. Autumn records were of one flushed on high
limestone at Arncliffe Cote on 25th September (F&CH) and
one at Kex Ghyll on 25th November (RN). On 9th May
breeding pairs were defending young at two locations on
moorland in the S of our area, and on 12th May single birds
were again seen in these locations with young (AJ, PRo). A
pair was displaying within the Bolton Abbey Estate area in
mid-March, with a June sighting of one returning with prey,
and at least one was displaying at Grimwith in April (IC).
One may have bred, but unconfirmed, on moorland near
Grassington.
Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 008 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant – bred in area for several years
running.
On 3rd June up to 3 were churring at an extensive Washburn
location, with possible females also seen. On 15th June a
variety of calls including churring was heard in this area.
This involved at least 1 male bird (heard only, from several
locations within a small area) and a female which was seen
in the area. The churring was heard throughout, from 22.15
to 23.00 (E&PS).
Other observers saw birds in the area, and similar
accounts came from a BOG member. On 2ⁿd July at the same

38

location one bird was heard churring, moving around
somewhat, and at the same time a second bird was briefly
seen flying near the path. (RF, DoM). Four birds were
present on 15th July, and on 30th July 3 were seen flying
around, identified as females or juveniles, with another
churring (E&PS). On 12th August 2 were present, and a final
record was of 1 on the 20th (E&PS).
SWift Apus apus (C)
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population in
decline.
An early migrant flew N over the Chevin on 24th April (RF),
but otherwise the first birds arrived on 4th May at
Addingham (DLR). The next day there were 12 at
Grassington, and 2 had appeared at Kilnsey by 9th May. On
25th May there were 15 over Otley Wetland (E&PS). On 15th
June at least 70 were over Burley Moor, the highest count of
the year (E&PC). In breeding locations 16 were counted at
Grassington in early July, 12 were over Kettlewell and also
Starbotton in mid July, and 14 screaming over an Otley
garden at the end of the month. In May and June around 30
were at John O’Gaunts. The last report of any numbers was
30 over Otley gardens on 4th August (PP). Last year we had
counts of 40 and 100 in built-up areas, so 2015 seems to
have been a poor year. The BirdTrack reporting rate graph
showed normal numbers reported up to the end of May, but
a noticeable drop in June and July, perhaps due to cold
weather. A Burley observer reported a low maximum of 4
over the house this year, and a longstanding decline, and
from Addingham it was noted that village nest sites were
apparently occupied, but there were fewer screaming parties
(ArP). The last were seen at Menston and Otley on a typical
8th August, and 2 were at Grassington on 17th August.
Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
061 Sightings/28 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident along suitable rivers and
lagoons: population probably stable
Sightings and distribution were very similar to the previous
year. Again the most N sighting was from Yockenthwaite,
also a record from Arncliffe, the first for a few years (JF).
One flying downstream at Knotford was the most S sighting.
The bulk of sightings were from the Wharfe between
Kettlewell and Otley. Twice as many records were received
from the Grassington area than from the Washburn, and
apart from one May record all Washburn reports were from
August onwards, perhaps involving post-breeding birds.
There were two sightings, unusually, at Fewston, in May and
August. Other Washburn sightings were single sightings at
Swinsty and John O’Gaunts. Several reports came from Otley
Wetland where a pair was visiting a nest site in May. One in
December at Chelker was
reported as only the second
seen there in 30 years. A
pair possibly bred near
Grass Wood, and nesting
was confirmed at Denton
where a riverbank nest was
washed out in May, but the
pair persevered and
produced 6 young in June
Kingfisher
(PRo).
Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 045 Sightings/27 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Records this year again reflected the lower level experienced
for the previous few years. The BTO Atlas shows
considerable gains for this species in the east, and some
losses in the west. This trend might apply to some of our

area. However, the species has been moved to green rather
than amber conservation status. Sightings this year were
fairly equally distributed between N and S. It ranged up to
Hubberholme and Langstrothdale, and 2 or 3 were heard at
Hawkswick in March. Many sightings were concentrated
from Bolton Abbey up to Grass Wood, with fewer reports
from the Chevin, Menston and Burley. Up to 3 were reported
to be regular on Barden Fell. In the Washburn single
sightings were from Fewston, Thruscross, Timble, Folly
Hall, and John O’Gaunts. Apart from one report from Ben
Rhydding Gravel Pits it was not recorded this year in the
Ilkley or Addingham area. In May calls between an adult and
young were heard in Grass Wood (CH). A Hebden garden
was visited quite regularly by birds using an adjacent barn.
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major
086 Sightings/46 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
In contrast to the previous species, three quarters of
sightings were from the S, though it was found through
most parts of the N, and it was one of the better reported
garden species. Many records came again from the
Grassington area, from Barden Bridge to Bolton Abbey, and
from the Washburn, but not this year from either Swinsty or
Fewston. Many reports involved 2 or 3 birds. It was found in
Littondale and Upper Wharfedale, though not Grimwith this
year, and down the valley to Weeton. Garden records were
widespread from Addingham, Ilkley, Burley, Menston,
Kilnsey, Hebden and Grassington, Pairs were seen carrying
food in May at Farnley Lake and the Chevin; later in the
summer juveniles were seen in a Menston garden, and also
at Whetstone Gate, Valley of Desolation and Kilnsey. Pete
Roe reported on nests with 4 young at Denton, 5 young at
Low Snowden, and 5 young in Middleton Woods. Two nests
in boxes in Dob Park Woods produced 9 young.
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus minor
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population probably in decline.
Compared to last year’s the relatively generous number of
sightings, 2015 produced only 2 records. Both were of a
single bird heard calling only, at our area’s most reliable
recent site, a private Washburn woodland location, on 6th
April (via AJ) and on 20th November (AJ).
Magpie Pica pica (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable but increasing
in urban environment.
A common and widespread species, doubtless underreported. Records were received from across the area, with
80% of records from the S, fewer from the N. The
northernmost sightings were from Buckden where there
were 4 in April. Only two records were received from the
Bolton Abbey Estate area, and none from Littondale or
Grimwith. Washburn sightings were sparse. The BTO Atlas
notes that upland areas in general hold the lowest densities
of this species, if present at all. Almost a quarter of records
were from gardens, with most reports being of up to 4 birds,
though 8 were in an Ilkley garden in February. Breeding was
reported in one garden, at Threshfield. Few notable counts
were reported from countryside walks this year. The Otley
Wetland maximum was 12 in January, and 35 were roosting
at Menston at the end of November.
Jay Garrulus glandarius
060 Sightings/27 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Again this species maintained a small presence in the N of
our area, with 2 in Grass Wood in January and February and
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2 at Grassington in March. Counts were lower than some
received last year, the most being 7 in the John O’Gaunts
area on 17th April, and 5 on a Strid Woods walk in October,
though it was otherwise quite a rarity on the Bolton Abbey
Estate. Other countryside sightings were up to just 3. Jays
were reported from most parts of the Washburn, and
regularly from Otley Wetland, and from Addingham S to
Ilkley, Burley, Menston, Otley and the Chevin, also
Addingham Moorside and Hawksworth Moor. The
proportion of records from gardens was lower than last
year, but it was regularly reported from gardens in the areas
mentioned above, with counts of 4 from 2 Ilkley gardens in
July and October.
JackdaW Corvus monedula (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population
stable/possibly increasing.
BBS data shows that jackdaws have enjoyed a 53% increase
1995 – 2013 in Yorkshire, and the UK. Our area is no
exception. It was commented that ‘they are practically
overrunning the Washburn this year’ (PBR). However,
maximum counts this year were similar to 2014. Where
numbers were counted, they were in the dozens rather than
hundreds. The time of year makes little difference. The
largest gathering was at John O’Gaunts with 206 in
February, and 160 were at Swinsty in January. At
Threshfield around 150 roosted in a wood in June, and a
Grassington Moor walk counted 166 in November. There
were counts of 79 around Arncliffe and Hawkswick in
March, 69 on a Kettlewell walk in May, 60 at Langstrothdale
in June, also 70 in the Otley area in September and
December. The Otley wetland maximum was 147 in June.
The species was reported from fewer gardens than either
great spotted woodpeckers or greenfinches. Garden records
were just 11% of the total this year, but usually in small
numbers, 13 at Ilkley being the most.
Rook Corvus frugilegus
053 Sightings/31 Sites
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population
probably increasing.
The rook remained widespread and apparently thriving
across our area. The majority of rookeries in the N were
reported from Threshfield northwards, with a particularly
strong showing in Littondale. Most settlements in these
areas held one or more modestly sized rookeries, the largest
at Litton with 24 nests. A Littondale walk in March recorded
62 birds overall (JF), and on walks around Buckden and
Burnsall in April over 30 birds were counted at each. There
were 19 nests at John O’Gaunts in April, a similar number
this year at Menston, and a smaller number of nests at
Leathley (16 birds counted). The largest winter flocks were
188 at John O’Gaunts in February, with 152 there in
November (JP). There were 2 sightings at Grimwith, of 19 in
June and 31 in October. Further Washburn sightings of small
numbers came from Thruscross, Snowden Moor, Lindley
Wood, Stainburn and Fewston. There were 50 at Gallows
Hill, Otley in May, and the same number at Sandwith Moor
in August. A few were also seen at Pool and Weeton. Up to 4
were regular in an Otley garden, and one was seen in
February in an Ilkley garden.
Carrion CroW Corvus corone (C)
Common breeding resident
The BTO Atlas indicates that the population of this species
may have stabilised in the last decade or so, but this
successful corvid remained numerous and widely reported
throughout the area, including sometimes, this year, on
moorland estates. Just over a quarter of sightings were from

the N, and the Washburn again supplied the largest
proportion of sightings overall. There were 9 sightings from
various parts of the Bolton Abbey Estate this year, all of
small numbers, and 40 were sitting on a field wall at
Grimwith in mid-July. Numbers were greatest at Sandwith
Moor and adjoining plantation in late summer, with 200
counted on 20th August (E&PS). The only other counts of
any number were 34 at Gallows Hill, Otley and 25 at John
O’Gaunts. Less widely reported from gardens than some
birds, numbers recorded were mostly 1 or 2, with a
maximum of 4. A largely albino bird again regularly
frequented fields by Menston.
Raven Corvus corax
037 Sightings/21 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population increasing.
This species generated fewer sightings than some recent
years, and from the same number of sites as last year. Just
under half of sightings were from the N, with many from the
Grassington area. Several records came from Barden Moor
and Barden Fell. One flew over Farnley in March, and other
more S records of single birds on various dates were from
around Ilkley Moor, also Chelker and Draughton. Two were
over Ben Rhydding golf club in March, and 2 at Whetstone
Gate in August. In the Washburn 2 flew over Thruscross in
March, also 2 over Low Snowden in July and Scargill in
September. Reports of 1 or 2 birds flying over Grassington
Moor, Threshfield and Threshfield Moor, and one over
Grassington, came
throughout the year. At
Conistone one was circling
the moor in May (GL), and
calling in the air above rocks
in September (F&CH). On 5th
April at Yarnbury there were
3 flying around and calling,
possibly a pair and an
interloper (GL). On 15th July
there were 6 flying together
and calling over the upper
slopes of Great Whernside
(E&PS). It seems that 3 pairs
successfully fledged young in
Raven
Wharfedale, producing
respectively four, three and at least one young (IC).
Addition to 2014 report: breeding was confirmed at two sites
in the N of our area, and at a third northern site a regular
pair was present early in the season, but disappeared (IC).
Goldcrest Regulus regulus
052 Sightings/30 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population increasing.
The number of sightings and locations for this species was
almost identical to the previous year. An above average peak
in autumn migrant goldcrest numbers was seen in October
(BTO). Again, over three quarters of this year’s records came
from the S, with widespread sightings. Half of all S sightings
were from the Washburn, with rather few records received
from the Bolton Abbey Estate, and a lack of records from the
Otley area other than 1 on the Chevin. The Grassington
area, including Hebden, contributed most northern records,
but 1 was at Grimwith in October. All sightings were of 1 or
2, except for 6 at John O’Gaunts on 27th November, and 4 at
Thruscross on 23rd December. Garden records were from
Kilnsey, Hebden, Threshfield, Addingham, Ilkley, Menston
and Burley, during winter. Although resident the species
seems hard to find in June and July, with summer reports
received only from Dob Park Wood and Middleton Woods.

40

Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage visitor.
Records for this species are all unusual in our area. Even
more unusual, one was seen at Hebden during a British
Trust for Ornithology training course walk on 9th April (via
GL).
Blue Tit Parus caeruleus (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Although remaining common and widespread, penetrating
all parts of our area, this species seems thin on the ground in
the N of the area. It was lower in numbers and breeding
success compared to last year. The year started well, with
relatively high counts early in the year, up to 20 at Leathley,
Strid Woods and Norwood Bottom between February and
April. The Otley Wetlands maximum was 15 in January.
Whilst the species was still widespread, there were few
reports of post-breeding groups after April. Nests recorded
by Pete Roe show a low productivity rate this year, with 39
nests producing 239 young, a productivity rate of 6.1
compared with last year’s high figure of 8.2, and 6.4 in 2013
(PRo). Colin Harrison recorded 155 broods though some
were not successful (last year 143). It was widely and
regularly reported from gardens, mostly in small numbers,
though 7 and 10 were counted in Ilkley gardens in
September, and 10 at Hebden in November. Breeding was
noted in 7 gardens (6 last year), though there were reports
of failed nests. Really poor breeding success, due to cold in
May and early June, was noted around houses and gardens
in Burley (PBR).
Great Tit Parus major (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Whilst remaining common, though little reported from the
northernmost part of the Dale, and no records received from
Grimwith, the great tit’s fortunes were similar this year to
those of the previous species. Earlier in the year reasonable
numbers were reported, for example 30 at Bolton Abbey and
20 at Swinsty in late January, 15 at John O’Gaunts in March,
and 16 singing at Farnley Lake in April. However, the
breeding season was poor, with the cold May and early June,
and numbers subsequently reported were rather low. Pete
Roe’s nest records show 167 young from 32 nests, a
productivity rate of just 5.2. This compares with last year’s
high rate of 6.9, and 6.2 in 2013. Colin Harrison recorded 71
broods though some were not successful (last year 63). It
was almost as commonly reported from gardens as the blue
tit, with the highest family count of 5 (7 last year). Breeding
was reported from 6 gardens, and whilst some nesting was
successful, comments about failed nests due to the poor
weather also apply to this species.
Coal Tit Parus ater
062 Sightings/31 Sites
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
This year nearly 90% of sightings came from S of Barden
Bridge, and almost a quarter were from members’ gardens,
with it being noted in almost as many gardens as were the
previous 2 species. Nationally the BTO Atlas and BBS show
gradual long term increases in range and abundance. It was
not much recorded further N than Grass Wood, though a
pair was at Grimwith in March and 1 at Hawkswick in
October. There were 11 feeding on spruce cones at Timble
Ings in February, but 28 were counted in a Timble Ings
circuit in April (JP). The highest count for John O’Gaunts
was 9 in November. Apart from garden reports the
Washburn provided the highest proportion of records. Most
garden records were as usual of one or two birds, though 4

were in a Menston garden in
October. Elsewhere in Menston
7 young from a nestbox were
ringed on 29th May (PRo).
Breeding was also reported in
an Ilkley garden, and ‘many’
juveniles were reported to be
around in Burley in late July
(B&PS). It may have fared
Coal tit
better this year than the
previous two species.
WilloW Tit Poecile montanus
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder (?): dramatic
national decline in recent decades.
This species just edges its way into our records this year,
with a single very brief sighting of one in a Burley garden,
on 21st March (PBR). Although an unexpected sighting, the
observer’s account gives sufficient detail for willow tit to be
considered the more likely candidate in this instance.
Marsh Tit Poecile palustris
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder (?): significant
decline in recent years.
2015 was an extremely poor year for sightings of this species
in our area, although the BirdTrack reporting rate graph
actually shows above average numbers for the country as a
whole over the year. The only records were of 1 bird seen
near Lindley Trout Farm on 27th January (DoM), and on 20th
March (AJ).
Skylark Alauda arvensis
051 Sightings/28 Sites
Common breeding resident: national population decline but
probably holding own in area.
The species occurs throughout the region, and this year
sightings were evenly divided between N and S. The number
of locations where it was reported was slightly down this
year. Moorland around Grassington remained a prime area
in the spring, and the highest count was 19 on Foxup Moor
in April (GL*). There were 5 singing around Hag Dyke in
April, and 7 on Great Whernside summit in May. The first
report of singing birds was of 13 in the Conistone Moor area
on 18th March, though 2 were earlier seen on Hawksworth
Moor on 12th February. Apart from 6 at Scargill in May,
reports from the S generally involved only one or two birds,
though they were reasonably widespread. The various parts
of Rombalds Moor, the Chevin and Barden Moor also
continued to hold small numbers of singing birds, and the
species was again described as ‘hanging on in small
numbers’ on Denton and Farnley Moors (PBR). The most N
report was one singing above Cray in June.
Sand Martin Riparia riparia
044 Sightings/21 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
fluctuates.
The first sighting, of 10 at Otley Wetland (JF) was on the late
date of 30th March. By 8th April ‘several’ were investigating
nest holes at Lower Grass Wood. At this time regular
observers reported ‘good numbers’ from Knotford and Otley
Wetland, and 30 at Ilkley tennis Club, also Barden Bridge, by
mid-April. Colonies became established, with the highest
count being 50 at Howgill in late April, with 60 counted
there in early June. There were 30 at Conistone on 23rd April
(F&CH). Up to 80 were at Otley Wetland on 2ⁿd May (JF),
where it was reported that 30 holes were visible in the river
bank colony (E&PS). The northernmost report was of small
numbers in May on the river S of Starbotton. A survey in the
Grassington area counted 22 on 27th April, with 16 nests
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counted on 30th May. Up to 15 pairs were reported from
Strid Woods in late June. The only Washburn sightings this
year were 8 at John O’Gaunts in May, and 15 presumed
migrants at Swinsty on 24th July. The last sighting was
provided by 8 at Grassington on 11th August.
SWalloW Hirundo rustica (C)
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
possibly in decline.
Until mid–April this year, early swallows were reported
equally from northern and southern sites. The first records
were from Dowber Gill on 8th April (via GL*), Langbar on
9th, and Hebden on 10th. The first report from the more
usual sites was of a few at Otley Wetland on 11th April. The
species remains well distributed throughout the area, with
migration noted along the river, and on reservoirs, but with
a concentration of
breeding season
records around
farms and villages.
Records were
received from a
similar number of
sites to last year.
The BirdTrack
reporting rate for
the species this year
shows no difference
from the average,
but in our area peak
counts were lower
this year, the
highest being 100 at
Barden View Point
and 50 at Weeton in
September. In July
Juvenile swallow
there were 83 at
John O’Gaunts. Pete Roe reported 86 young from 31 nests
mostly in the Washburn, and at Menston. Four out of 13
nests at Low Snowden were deserted after egg laying, others
did better, giving a productivity of just under 3 young per
nest, similar to last year. The last sighting was 3 at Hebden
on 3rd October.
House Martin Delichon urbica
053 Sightings/32 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
possibly in decline.
Sightings and sites where noted were lower this year for a
species which is currently the subject of a BTO survey due to
concern about population trends. The BirdTrack reporting
rate through 2015 shows levels equal to the average. The
first sighting this year was later than last year, a single bird
at Weeton on 14th April (RF). Subsequent April and May
reports were widespread but of small numbers, with a
comment in late May that Washburn numbers were ‘really
poor so far’ (PBR). Numbers later in the season remained
low, with up to 8 reported from the Grassington area and
villages further N in June. There were 35 at John O’Gaunts in
late May, but July and August sightings from Washburn
reservoirs were low. Otley Wetland’s maximum was just 5 in
late May. In August there were 12 over a Burley garden and
at least 20 were with swallows over fields at Weeton. The
species was as usual resident at the High Royds
development, though not in notable numbers. It was
however described as numerous by one Addingham
correspondent, and noted there regularly from 9th May to
22ⁿd September (ArP). Nests were noted at Hebden (5),
Hartlington Hall near Burnsall (6), and from Hubberholme,

Foxup, Threshfield, and Barden Bridge. The last sighting for
the year was of 3 presumed migrants at Burley on 3rd
October.
Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 074 Sightings/36
Sites
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
This species was less well reported than last year in our
area, though nationally it seems to have been at normal
numbers. The 20% of sightings from the N was similar to
last year, with no reports from Grimwith or Littondale but a
Hubberholme walk in April saw 5. Small numbers were
reported from around the Grassington area, and from
Howgill, with garden records from Kilnsey, Threshfield,
Grassington and Hebden. In the S it was well distributed,
with few notable flocks recorded, and most records of
between 1 and 4 birds. The Otley Wetland maximum was 14
in January and 14 were at Weeton in November. The highest
Washburn count was 30 at Timble Ings in October, and 30
were at Barden Bridge in February. Nesting was recorded at
Ilkley Tennis Club in mid April (KS). It was one of the most
commonly recorded garden visitors this year, well
represented in gardens in the main built up areas. Garden
records comprised a quarter of the total. Most involved up to
6 birds, but 10 were in an Otley garden in September and 12
regularly at Hebden in September and October.
YelloW-broWed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus
001 Sightings/ 01Sites
Rare autumn passage migrant along the coast with an
occasional record inland, becoming less scarce
The first record of this species in our area was from Denton
Hall on 6th October 2013, when one was heard and seen, and
its song recorded, by guests at a wedding reception. This
year’s sighting was from Pool, on 16th October. It was
spotted together with 2 chiffchaff in a tree close to the
garden of an alert observer (AJ). There was a influx of this
species on the East Coast around this time, and some
individuals may be starting to overwinter in this country.
Perhaps any Phylloscopus warbler may merit closer
inspection at this time of year, or indeed in the winter.
Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 07 Sightings/01
Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population declining at an
accelerating rate in recent years.
Each year now seems as if it may be the last for any real
presence of this species in our area, and 2015 is no
exception. There was no evidence of any nest. One bird was
first seen and heard for 20 minutes in Hebers Ghyll on 15th
May (HS), and there were further reports of at least 1 bird at
this site by HS and further observers (E&PS) later in May.
On 2ⁿd and 8th June 2 birds were singing in lower and upper
parts of Hebers Ghyll, with possibly a third bird heard on 2ⁿd
June (E&PS), and the same 2 were reported singing again on
9th June (JF). Brief snatches of song from 2 birds were finally
heard again from the same locations on a rainy 17th June
(E&PS).
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 110 Sightings/46 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage/winter visitor:
population increasing.
Although this species continues to do well nationally,
sightings in our area were slightly lower for 2015 than the
previous year. The number of N locations reported (9) was
only one fewer than last year, but records came from fewer
S sites in 2015. This seems to be largely due to a drop in
early autumn migrants. It was reported from Bolton Abbey
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on 18th January, but no further sightings came until 15th
March when 2 were at Otley Wetland, and other single birds
were at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits and Addingham. The first
singing bird was at Sun Lane, Burley on 19th March (SB),
quickly followed by 1 or 2 reported singing at several other S
locations. On 30th March there were 7 at Otley Wetland. The
maximum count for the year was 16 at or around Lindley
Wood on 7th April, with another 11 around Thruscross and 8
at Fewston (all JP). It was reported to be numerous at
Denton in late April (PRo), and ‘several’ were reported
singing in the April dawn chorus in Addingham and
neighbouring Low Mill (ArP). All N records were of small
numbers, with Conistone and Kettlewell the most N sites,
and it was not recorded at Grimwith. It was however quite
well reported from the Grassington area. September reports
were few, with 1 or 2 encountered from Menston up to
Addingham, and 3 in Bastow Wood on 15th September
(GL*). On 16th October there were 2 at Pool in company with
a yellow-browed warbler (AJ), and the last report of the year
was 1 at Otley Wetland on 11th December. Reports of garden
visits, and occasional longer stays, by single birds, mostly in
the spring, came from 8 gardens, including at Grassington
and Hebden.
WilloW Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
115 Sightings/58 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
probably stable.
Overall this species was reported from across the area, but
with more sightings in the S, and from the same number of
locations as the previous year. Counts were at least of
similar numbers to last year, some noticeably higher. The
first report was of 2 at Ilkley Moor on 10th April, and small
numbers were then reported spreading N to Hebden and
Cam Gill Beck by mid- April. By 20th April there were 12
singing in Grass Wood, 26 were recorded between Ilkley
Moor and Addingham Moorside on 22ⁿd April, and on 23rd a
an impressive count came of 54 singing in the Timble area
(E&PS). In April and May there were 13 at John O’Gaunts. A
Grassington area survey on 27th April recorded 22 (GL*).
There were 17 on the Chevin in late May, when it was also
described as ‘abundant’ on Barden Fell (J&FTo), and 13 at
Hebers Ghyll on 2ⁿd June. In early May 13 were in the
Kettlewell area, 14 were in Upper Wharfedale on 16th June,
and 19 were around Grimwith on 29th June (all JF). In July a
pair with fledged young were at Grimwith, and one was
taking food to a nest at Hebers Ghyll in July. In the Snowden
Moor area 3 separate pairs with juveniles were seen in
August, and a nest was reported with 6 fledged near Bolton
Bridge. The species was reported from slightly fewer
gardens than the chiffchaff. At Hebden and Grassington
single garden visitors appeared in August, and an Ilkley
garden reported earlier than usual visits in July. At a Kilnsey
garden there were adults in April and August, and a juvenile
in June. The last sighting of the year on 16th September was
in an Addingham garden.
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla
092 Sightings/47 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor/winter visitor:
population increasing.
This species has benefited from adaptation to a shorterdistance migration pattern in recent years, and it continues
to thrive nationally. It was again widely distributed through
our area, but with a greater bias this year towards the S.
Numbers were described as ‘good’ in the Washburn, and 11
were counted on a 10th May Norwood Bottom walk (JF),
smaller numbers being noted during the summer at Swinsty
and Lindley Wood, Farnley, Timble Ings and Low Snowden.

On 9th June 17 were reported in the Gallows Hill, Otley area
(E&PS). There were 6 on the Chevin at the end of May, and
also 5 or 6 singing in Hebers Ghyll in early June. Only a few
records came from Bolton Abbey, mostly from Strid Woods,
where there were 5 in April, with 5 at Posforth Gill in
August. It was reported from Knotford up to Addingham,
where 2 were singing on a garden from 10th April till early
June, and one sang in Wells Road, Ilkley in July. In the N
several reports of 2 or 3 birds, came from Grass Wood and
Threshfield in late spring, and thinly spread as far N as
Yockenthwaite, with 4 on a Hubberholme walk in June. Just
one record came from Littondale, in June. It was also noted
at Howgill and Appletreewick. It was reported in the early
months of the year from 12 gardens, in Addingham, Burley,
Otley, Menston and Ilkley, with 1 or 2 present. One drank
from the water bowl in a Threshfield garden at the end of
June, with a male in the same garden in late November.
Gardens in Kilnsey and Menston reported single birds in
October and in late December respectively.
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin
022 Sightings/15 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
stable.
The garden warbler is a long distance migrant from West
Africa whose numbers can fluctuate for a number of
reasons. From the BirdTrack reporting rate graph, 2015
seems to have actually been an average year nationally.
However, it was less widely recorded in our area this year. It
was first reported with 1 at Otley Wetland on 21st April, with
2 seen and another heard there on 4th May. There were also
3 singing at Lower Grass Wood on 21st (GL*) and a further
single at Grass Wood at the end of May. It was reported
from Strid Woods and Barden Fell, where 5 were noted on
21st May (J&FTo). Other sites where a couple were reported
were Thruscross, Norwood Bottom and the Chevin. Single
birds were noted in May or June at Menston, Sun Lane
reserve, Folly Hall and Kettlewell. In June an adult was
carrying food at Otley Wetland. On 6th September there
were 3 were at Brickhouse Farm, Otley (E&PS).
Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 003 Sightings/03
Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
fluctuates but currently in decline.
2015 was a poor year in our area for records of this species.
Single singing males were at Quarry Hill, near Lindley
Wood, on 1st May and at Sun Lane, Burley on 9th May. A
single bird was seen on the Guiseley Moor side of the Chevin
on 3rd June (RF).
Whitethroat Sylvia communis 013 Sightings/11 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
probably stable.
This migrant was poorly recorded in our area this year, with
sightings and sites down over previous years. Nationally, the
BirdTrack relative abundance graph showed fairly normal
April arrival but a noticeable dip in sightings in late May,
presumably due to unusually cool and wet weather. One was
on the Chevin on 24th April, and another noted close by in
May just on the edge of our area (RF). Single birds were also
reported in May from Otley Wetland and Stainburn. June
and July brought records of single birds at Menston,
Brickhouse Farm, Otley, Norwood Edge and Ilkley Moor. On
26th June a welcome and unusual N sighting came from
Hebden Beck (JP). At Otley Wetland there were 2 on 23rd
June, and 3 on 3rd July, in the usual area near the car park
where they probably bred (PBR). There were 2 at Low

Snowden at the end of June, with 1 seen again nearby on 12th
August, the last of the year.
Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Rare visitor.
The only records received this year were of one bird ‘reeling’
at Timble Ings on 9th May (AJ), and another ‘reeling’ briefly
at Low Snowden on 20th July (MD**).
Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
006 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population stable.
The 2015 reporting rate for this species from the BTO’s
BirdTrack remained rather lower than for previous years,
and it remained scarce in our area this year, with no
evidence of staying to breed. One was heard singing for 2
hrs at a garden pond in Burley on 14th April, and on 16th
August one was found dead at the foot of the conservatory
window in a Burley garden, ‘a real surprise’ (PBR). The only
Otley Wetland record was 1 on 4th May, there were 2 singing
at Chelker on 25th May, and 1 was singing at John O’Gaunts
on 28th May.
Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus
010 Sightings/02 Sites
Passage visitor/Scarce breeding migrant.
This fared rather better than the previous species. Numbers
reported from Otley Wetland were lower than last year, but
4 were seen and heard through May and June, with 5
recorded on 29th June (PP). The first record was of 1 singing
in the main reed bed on 23rd April (PBR). Up to 3 were
singing here on 12th May (RF) though other reports of up to
4 singing birds in May were from boating lake area and near
car park (JF, E&PS). One sang regularly in reeds at the small
High Royds pond for three weeks in June.
Nuthatch Sitta europaea
099 Sightings/45 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population probably
stable.
The species maintained its wide presence across the area,
with reports from a similar range of sites to last year. Most
records were from the S. In the N reports came from Cam
Gill Beck, Kilnsey, Littondale and Buckden, from Burnsall
and Howgill, and the Grassington area, mostly of 1 or 2
birds, but including 6 on a Hebden Beck walk on 7th April. S
of Barden Bridge, there were counts of 10 between February
and May in Strid Woods, and the Washburn provided
numerous records, including 6 each in April at Farnley Lake
and at Swinsty, and 7 at Norwood Bottom. It was described
as well represented in the Washburn this year, with ‘lots’
seen (PBR). Colin Harrison, also describing his ringing
activities in the Washburn, says: ‘Nuthatches did well this
year- a total of 11 broods produced 56 young (oddly they
preferred to nest in the relatively younger plantations
around the reservoirs as opposed to the ancient woodland in
Folly Hall)’. In early June there were 5 at Hebers Ghyll, and
‘several’ in summer at Nell Bank. Garden records of 1 or 2
birds were reported, from Ilkley, Otley, Addingham,
Menston, Burley and Hebden. A pair was feeding young in
late May in an Addingham garden, and a pair, visiting singly,
were thought to be taking food to a nearby nest from a
garden in Grassington.
Treecreeper Certhia familiaris
046 Sightings/29 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly
increasing.
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There were sightings of this species from more sites than
last year, and it remained well distributed through most of
our area. Again the majority of records were from the S. The
Washburn was well represented in sightings, though a
smaller proportion of the total this year. The Grassington
area (though not Grassington itself) produced most N
records, and Kettlewell was again the N limit for sightings. It
was not reported from Littondale this year, but unlike last
year, it was recorded at both Addingham and Otley Wetland.
Most sightings were of single birds, with just a few pairs
seen. Evidence of nesting came from Grass Wood and Strid
Woods, and fledged young were recorded at Linton and at
Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits. Garden sightings were fewer than
for the nuthatch, coming from gardens in Otley, Menston,
Ilkley, Burley and Hebden.
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes (C)
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
This was again widely reported from across the area, with
good counts on walks between April and June. On 26th April
a count of 28 was made between Barden and Water’s Laithe,
one higher than the previous maximum for this walk, with
24 counted on the same walk in early June. Counts of 29
came from Timble Ings and John O’Gaunts in April. A walk
from Blubberhouses to Thruscross counted 26 in May, and
around Norwood Bottom there were 40 on 10th June. There
were 16 in Strid Woods on 30th April, compared with 14 at a
similar time the previous year. A Buckden area walk on 9th
April counted 15, and in August there were 16 on a
Grassington Moor walk. At the end of June there were 13 at
Grimwith, compared to 17 last year, and 12 on a Kettlewell to
Dowber Gill circuit on 27th May, described as a good count.
On 24th April a Grassington area survey counted 17 (GL). A
Washburn regular reported ‘lots’ singing at Fewston in late
May. The species was widely reported in gardens, usually 1,
occasionally 2, birds, with breeding reported in just 2
gardens. At Clifton 1 of 4 young in a nest was ringed (PRo).
Starling Sturnus vulgaris
096 Sightings/43 Sites
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: serious national
decline but probably stable in area.
The starling remains widely reported across the region, still
occurring in winter flocks, but without some of the large
winter roost numbers seen in the last couple of years. The
larger counts included 450 at John O’Gaunts in January, and
500 at Sandwith Moor in March, and the peak count for the
year was over 2,000 at Chelker on 27th February (J&FTo).
No large roost was reported from Grimwith, though in late
February and March groups of 250 to 300 were not far
away, congregating in trees and fields at Hebden, and also at
Threshfield and Grassington Moor. Flocks of 150 were also
reported at that time on Denton Moor and Barden Fell.
Numbers seen in the most N parts of the Dale, and at Bolton
Abbey (except for Barden Fell) were small. Fields near
Menston held 100 including many juveniles in May. In
November up to 100 were congregating on wires at
Addingham, and in early December flocks of 100 were at
Fewston and Knotford. The species remained one of the
more widely reported garden birds, usually in modest
numbers, with just a few higher counts such as 16 in Otley in
April and 25 in Menston in June. Nesting or juveniles were
noted in 4 gardens.
Dipper Cinclus cinclus
088 Sightings/33 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population stable.
The Wharfe and its main tributaries provided all this year’s
sightings, from a similar number and range of sites as the
previous year. The majority of sightings were in the N,

44

mostly from the Grassington area, from the N Dale up to
Yockenthwaite, and at Hawkswick and Arncliffe. One was up
Dowber Gill in May, despite a low water level. The
Washburn provides only a minority of sightings, this year
limited to the Farnley Lake and Lindley Trout Farm area,
and Thruscross, with breeding pairs at both locations. In
March and April up to 5 were reported from Strid Woods,
where it seems 2 pairs bred.
6 birds were seen between
Barden Bridge and Howgill
in March, 2 pairs were at
Hebden in May. A pair was
first seen taking food to a
nest at Howgill on 21st April
(E&PS), a considerably later
date than last year. At Ben
Rhydding 3 chicks were
ringed on 23rd April, and 4
more in June, also 4 adults
Dipper
(PRo). Pairs with young were also reported from Lower
Grass Wood, Ghaistrill’s Strid, Appletreewick and Barden
Bridge. Single birds were variously seen between January
and July at Addingham, Ilkley and Otley. It was reported
from outside Otley and from Strid Woods in November, and
the final report on 29th December was of one at Farnley
Lake, away from excessively full rivers.
Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus
027 Sightings/11 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
declining.
Again this species was more reported as a migrant than as a
breeding bird in our area. The first sighting was of a single
at at Dowber Gill on 8th April (per GL*), and from the
following day groups of 2 or 3 migrants were seen at
Yarnbury and at Burley Moor. One was also separately on
Grassington Moor. On 16th April there were an impressive
10, nearly all apparently males, in a sheep field adjacent to
Burley Moor (DoM), with 6 males still there on 17th, plus a
possible two other birds nearby. Other sightings of single
birds in April and May were at Timble Ings and Whetstone
Gate. One was in the Barden Moor area on 18th April (AJ),
and at least one pair bred within the Bolton Abbey Estate,
fledging 3 young (IC). There were 3 at Threshfield quarry on
24th (F&CH). One or two birds were seen and heard in May
above Kettlewell. On 3rd June a pair was watched at
Yarnbury, and a pair plus a separate single bird were at
Hebden Beck (E&PS). A moorland circuit in the Grassington
area on 13th June recorded 2 breeding pairs and a separate
singing male, but with another favourite nest site taken over
by blackbirds (BT). On 11th June a male was carrying food to
nest at Kex Ghyll (PRo). Autumn migration was not really
evident this year, with the final sighting being of a juvenile
near Beamsley Beacon on 19th July (JM).
Blackbird Turdus merula (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population
stable/possibly increasing.
The blackbird is a common and widespread breeding bird
across the whole area, and this year it received the second
highest number of sightings of any species (159) after the
chaffinch (173). Winter numbers are generally enhanced by
continental migrants. Counts are at their lowest, with an
apparent absence from gardens, in late summer. This year
the highest garden numbers were 8 in February, and 10
eating windfall apples in November, similar to last year’s
figures. There were 27 at Otley Wetland in January,
otherwise June produced the highest countryside counts,
with 15 at John O’Gaunts, 17 singing on a walk to the east of

Otley, 20 on a Howgill river walk, and 14 singing in Hebers
Ghyll. Although possibly the most widespread garden bird, it
may well be under-reported, as greenfinch and long-tailed
tit generated more garden records, and blackbird records
were equalled by those for song thrush and bullfinch. It was
the species for which garden breeding evidence was most
commonly reported, from 6 gardens this year.
The BTO Winter Thrushes Survey 2012-14 has produced
some results, finding unsurprisingly that blackbird was the
most widespread geographically and in habitat, and how
pastoral land increases in importance for fieldfare and
redwing as the winter progresses. For general interest, the
combined density per square kilometre of the five thrush
species covered, i.e. blackbird, fieldfare, song thrush,
redwing and mistle thrush, was estimated as follows:
Thrush species per km2 from regional bird counts: Wales
15.5, Scotland 15.8, N England 34.8, N Ireland 40.9, S E
England 41.1, S W England 43.9.
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris
42 Sightings/30 Sites
Common winter/passage visitor.
Our area is not one of particularly high winter abundance
for this species, which seems to prefer central and southern
areas of England (BTO Atlas). The BTO Winter Thrushes
Survey 2012-14 found that fieldfare were more reliant on
pastoral land and cropped farmland than the other thrush
species, a feature which was more pronounced in spring.
Fieldfare has suffered a moderate decline in Europe in the
last two decades (BTO). Sightings were not high in our area
this year, with most reports, and the only reasonably large
flock sizes, in the early part of the year. On 26th January
there were 300 at Denton Moor, and also 100 seen from
Barden View Point. 120 were on Barden Fell on 21st
February, with also 100 there on 5th March, and 200 were at
Bolton Abbey at the end of February. A flock of 90 flew N
over Threshfield on 3rd April, and 130 were heading N at
Barden Moor on 6th April. It was speculated that numbers
were roosting in a quarry near Threshfield in February
(GL*). There were just a few reports, all smaller numbers,
from the Washburn and further S. The final spring record
was of 30 near Burnsall on 10th April. The first autumn
sighting was 12 at Valley of Desolation on 12th October. 50
were at Hawkswick on 31st October, and 170 were seen at
John O’Gaunts on 6th November. Other autumn numbers
were small, but included on 13th November at least 25
flattened against the ground near the road in squally rain at
the top of Hunters Sleets above Kettlewell. The only
December sighting was 50 at Fewston. This year there were
no garden sightings. The BirdTrack reporting rate graph
shows a pronounced dip in fieldfare sightings nationally for
December 2015, after an average October and November,
reasons for this being unclear.
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 123 Sightings/52 Sites
Common breeding visitor: population possibly stable.
Nationally the song thrush is on the UK red list due to its
declining breeding populations, although it remains well
reported in our area. The overall number of sightings and
locations for this species was however slightly lower than
last year. It was widely distributed across the area, more
frequently reported from the S, but with some reasonable
counts coming from the N, where it was well reported from
Grimwith and the more northern parts of the Dale, as well
as from the Grassington area. Most records were of 1 or 2
birds, but 6 were in the Barden Bridge area in February, a
count of 10 was made on a Burnsall to Grassington walk in
March, and village walks at Buckden and Kettlewell in April
and May recorded 6 in each. A Grassington area waterside

birds survey on 27th April recorded 14 (GL*), and there were
7 on a Norwood Bottom walk in May. It was observed that
numbers appeared good in the Washburn this year (PBR).
Records dropped off considerably after July, with occasional
sightings in the S till the end of November. It was reported
from more gardens than were great tits and robins, mostly
in the first half of the year but occasionally in August and
October. Three reports indicating garden breeding were
received this year, in Burley, Grassington and Threshfield.
Elsewhere, breeding was noted at Barden Bridge, Strid
Woods, Low Snowden, Grass Wood and Cray.
RedWing Turdus iliacus
052 Sightings/28 Sites
Common winter/passage visitor.
Redwing populations throughout Europe are relatively
stable. Like the fieldfare this species prefers to winter in the
south west of the UK, and Ireland (BTO Atlas), and pastoral
land increases in importance as the winter progresses. Thus
the proportion of northern sightings in our area was under
10% this year. Overall it was not a memorable year for this
species in our area. Apart from 180 at Menston in January,
flocks in the first winter quarter were all of 70 or fewer,
with only single birds seen with fieldfares in the N, at
Threshfield. It was however quite widespread in the S early
in the year, with the occasional visit of 1 or 2 to gardens at
Menston, Ilkley and Burley. The final spring sighting was of
12 on March 25th at Draughton. The first autumn arrival
noted was 3 at Menston on 15th October, soon followed by a
number of migrant flocks, but not large ones compared to
many previous years, only up to around 50, such as were at
Otley Wetland at the end of October. There were 40 at
Menston, probably arriving migrants, on 8th December, and
small numbers were discreetly present mostly in the S of our
area until the end of December. In 2014 garden records were
18% of those received for this species, and again this year
this figure was 17%. Gardens in Addingham, Ilkley, Otley
and Menston were occasionally visited by between 1 and 6
birds in October, and up to 4 were at a Ben Rhydding garden
in November and December.
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 084 Sightings/44 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable
Mistle thrush has this year been moved from the amber to
the red list as a bird of conservation concern (BTO). It
fortunately remains widespread across our region, and
sightings were maintained at a similar level to the previous
year. It was well reported from the Grassington area, also
from Mastiles Lane, Foxup, and Conistone, where there were
7 in October, but not from further N. A party of 8 was at
Grimwith in October. At Otley Wetland in January there
were 7 (6 together). August brought a flock of 12 on Barden
Fell, with 12 also at Threshfield in September, and 8 were at
Barden Moor in July. Most other sightings involved 1 or 2,
with a few groups of 4 or 5. It was reported from locations
throughout the Washburn, was regularly seen around
Menston, but not recorded this year from Ilkley or
Addingham. Up to 2 were recorded in gardens in Hebden,
Ben Rhydding and Otley, in two cases aggressively defending
territory in January and December. A leucistic bird was seen
near Barden Bridge in March.
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata
055 Sightings/32 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
decreasing at accelerating rate but with a good presence in
the N of the region.
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The national population decline of this long distance migrant
continues. However, in our area sightings and sites numbers
increased over the previous year, with a relatively stronger
showing in the N of the area. An early first sighting was
reported, at Strid Woods on 25th April (HK**), and reports
of up to perhaps 2 pairs, and several single sightings, came
from the Bolton Abbey until July. One was at Kilnsey on 8th
May, followed by reports from Threshfield and Grass Wood,
and further records from most settlements up the Dale to
Foxup and Yockenthwaite, where 3 were noted as an
improved number this year on an observer’s regular June
walk. Single birds were at Grimwith at the end of May and
in June. One in an Addingham garden on 22ⁿd May was
subsequently seen there until early June. A nest with 4
young was near Denton Moor at the end of June (PRo), a
nesting pair seen in May at Hebers Ghyll was reported as a
family in July, and two nests in the Fewston/Swinsty area
produced 8 young between them (PRo). A pair bred in a
Kilnsey garden, with 3 juveniles in August, when an adult
and juvenile were also at Lower Grass Wood. Likely passage
birds were reported from Thruscross and John O’Gaunts, the
latter providing the final sighting on 21st August.
Robin Erithacus rubecula (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population
stable/increasing.
Now officially the UK’s National Bird, this resident remains
cheerfully present and in consistently good numbers
throughout, though with markedly more sightings in the S
of the area. Some higher counts were 18 in Strid
Woods/Barden Fell area in February, 16 at Grimwith in
March, 17 at John O’Gaunts in April, and in Littondale 17
were counted on a Hawkswick and Arncliffe walk at the end
of October. Last year some were singing on the Chevin in
January, but this year the first records of 5 or 6 singing were
from Farnley and the Chevin in March. Robins were widely
reported in gardens across the area, generally single birds or
a pair seen in the breeding season, and evidence of breeding
was reported from 6 gardens, including the classic nest in a
flower pot in a Burley greenhouse. An early nest with eggs
was in an Ilkley garden on 25th February.
Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca
038 Sightings/14 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
possibly declining.
Numbers of sightings and sites increased this year, though
there may be more breeding than are actually observed.
However, northern sightings remained low. One was at
Starbotton on 20th April, and 2 were separately singing in
Grass Wood on different dates in May (GL*). One was
recorded on a Hubberholme walk in June. The first sighting
was on 14th April with a pair at Strid Woods, where several
were singing on 17th. By the end of April reports continued
at Strid Woods, where up to 6 were being reported by early
May, and small numbers were being seen at the usual
Washburn sites. It was however commented that little song
was heard this year (JF), and the Strid Woods total remains
unclear. A pair nested in Middleton Woods, producing 5
young (PRo). From Dob Park and Low Snowden, Pete Roe
reported 13 broods, raising 35 young, though of the nests 6
were deserted and 1 predated. Colin Harrison reported on
what seems to have been a successful year as follows:
‘Attempts to expand the traditional Pied Flycatcher breeding
stronghold in Folly Hall woods are meeting with some
success-- boxes erected in 2003 onwards in the woods
surrounding Swinsty and Fewston reservoirs now regularly
attract breeding Pied Flycatchers with up to 5 pairs this year
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compared to 9 at Folly. The 14 broods raised 87 young with
a further 6 adults ringed.’ This gives a productivity rate of
6.21, not too different from the 6.25 rate in 2014. In May a 4
year old female was re-trapped for ringing at Strid Woods, it
had previously been ringed at Thruscross in June 2014 (AJ).
Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage visitor
Following a year with no local sightings of this species, it
returned in 2015 with one on Grassington Moor on 2ⁿd
October (GL*).
Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus
062 Sightings/28 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
probably increasing.
Numbers of sightings and counts were lower in a rather
mixed year for this species. Nationally, numbers seem to
have been maintained, but with late egg laying (BTO). Poor
weather particularly in the N of our area may have had an
effect. The first report, a rather late one, was on 14th April at
Norwood Bottom, records of up to 4 birds then came from
Washburn reservoirs and Strid Woods over the next few
days. Grass Wood, Conistone and Littondale saw their first
sightings on and after 22nd April. There seemed to be fewer
sightings than usual from the northernmost reaches of the
Dale, with only 3 recorded on Buckden to Yockenthwaite
walks in June. Numbers were greater further S, in late April,
with 10 in the Norwood Bottom area and 8 on a Strid Woods
and Barden Fell walk. Around Folly Hall Woods in early June
there were 3 pairs plus 2 singing males, with 5 at John
O’Gaunts later in the month. It was noted that there were
‘good numbers ‘again in the Washburn (PBR). Other
northern locations where 1 or 2 were seen included Hebden
Beck, Mastiles Lane, Kilnsey, Kettlewell and Dowber Gill,
though none were reported at Grimwith. Other single bird
sightings came from Timble, Riffa Woods area, and
Menston, where a young bird was the last sighting for the
year on 23rd August. A pair raised 1 young at John O’Gaunts.
At Denton, Low Snowden and Dob Park Wood Pete Roe
reported on 5 nests, producing 16 young. Two nests reared 5
and 7 young, but low productivity from other nests brought
the average down compared to the previous two years when
there were 5 or 6 young per nest. Colin Harrison reported
on one Folly Hall nest with 6 young (2 nests with 6 young
each last year).
Whinchat Saxicola rubetra
011 Sightings/08 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population in
severe decline.
This much declining migrant still hangs on in our area, but
was again hard to find in 2015. A male was on Barden Moor
on 7th May with a pair reported there a week later (PD&JBP),
but although a male was seen into June, no firm breeding
evidence emerged. One was at Valley of Desolation in late
June. In the Low Snowden to Denton Moor area one was
present on 8th August, an immature was seen on 12th, and 2
were seen with a further separate bird on 28th August
(SR**, RF, PBR). both On 16th August two welcome sightings
in the N were a male near Threshfield (GL*) and an
immature at Mossy Moor (BT). Finally, on 29th August there
were 2 on Ilkley Moor (MD**).
Stonechat Saxicola torquata
026 Sightings/08 Sites
Part resident/scarce breeder/passage/winter visitor:
population increasing, subject to severe winter weather

The BTO Atlas noted an abrupt end to a long term trend of
increase and range expansion for this species, with severe
winters in 2009 – 2011. Following a pessimistic outlook for
this species in our area, it was pleasing to report a modest
increase in sightings in 2014. However, sightings were
reduced again in our area this year, and came from fewer
locations. Between January and March single birds were
reported from Whetstone Gate, Sandwith Moor, Barden
Moor and Burley Moor. A male and female were seen
separately on Ilkley Moor in late April and early May. From
April onwards a pair was reported at Barden Moor, with
adults and 2 juveniles in June. At Whetstone Gate, where a
pair had been subsequently noted, a juvenile was seen in
August. At the end of June 2 juveniles were at Low Snowden.
A pair bred at Kex Ghyll, with 4 young in June (PRo). An
interesting northern sighting was of 2 well separated pairs
at Grimwith on 2ⁿd October. At Whetstone Gate 3 were
present in October, with 4 there on 25th November.
Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
076 Sightings/34 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population
probably stable.
This is another summer visitor with fewer sightings than
usual recorded in our area this year, and with a below
average national reporting rate (BirdTrack) throughout the
year. Two thirds of sightings were in the N, with a third of
all records coming from the Grassington area, and the
species was reported at fewer southern sites this year. From
the first sightings on 18th March at Mastiles Lane and
Yarnbury, small numbers started to occur across the
Grassington area up to Conistone. On 7th April there were 13
at Hebden Beck, and 9 were at Dowber Gill on 16th April.
Apart from one at Whetstone Gate at the end of March,
spring sightings in the S were however extremely sparse.
Not until mid April were there 4 males on Burley Moor, and
7 at Barden Fell. Singles or pairs were reported from Ilkley
and Hawksworth Moors, Askwith, Denton and Middleton
Moors, Ling Park, Beamsley Beacon and Barden Fell.
Subsequent records were largely from further N, including
at Foxup, Grimwith, Hubberholme, and Dowber Gill, where
there were 3 pairs in May and 8 including juveniles on 15th
July. Early nest building was noted near Threshfield on 23rd
April (GL*), one was carrying food at Hebden Beck on 3rd
June, when 10 were seen in the area. Young birds were at
Grassington Moor and Malham Moor Lane at the end of June
into July, and a juvenile was on Barden Moor in early July.
Two pairs with young were at Trollers Ghyll in June. Few
early autumn migrants were noted in the S. The majority of
records between July and 2ⁿd October, when the last 3 were
seen (GL*) were of 1 or 2 birds seen on Grasssington and
Threshfield Moors. The exceptions were 19 counted on a
Barden Fell and Valley of Desolation walk on 7th August
(KM**), and 11 on Grassington Moor on 11th August (JP),
with 5 on Barden Fell on 2ⁿd September.
Additions to 2013 report: as described elsewhere in this
year’s Review, a wheatear was unusually seen in a Burley
garden on 9th October 2013, following a violent storm with
northerly wind. It fed on the lawn with visits into shrubbery,
but could not be seen for long enough to establish its sex or
whether of Greenland race (PD&JBP).
Dunnock Prunella modularis (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This resident remained widespread through our region, with
the exception of Bolton Abbey Estate where it was not
recorded. Walks round Hebden, Grassington, Kettlewell and
Weeton, on varying dates through the year, saw counts
typically of 6 birds, similar to last year. The most counted at
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Grimwith was 4 in March. Although fairly widespread in the
Washburn only 1 or 2 were noted at any location. A quarter
of all reports came from gardens, usually of 2 or 3 birds, but
4 were reported from 3 gardens, very regularly from one
Otley garden. Breeding evidence was noted in 3 gardens.
New data from the BTO’s Breeding Bird Survey shows that
60% of dunnocks were initially detected by song, rather
than visually, whereas almost 90% of wrens were first
detected by song.
House SparroW Passer domesticus
048 Sightings/25 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population has decreased
but probably currently stable.
This species may well be under-recorded in our area, but its
national status certainly remains one of some concern. Again
there were somewhat more reports and sites from the S
than the N. It was however widespread, with a reasonable
showing in the far N of the Dale. Away from gardens, it
seems easiest to see in villages and small settlements. On
walks, numbers in double figures, though all under 20, were
noted around Kettlewell, Hebden, and Grassington, though
30 were around Arncliffe and Hawkswick in September. It
was only recorded at a few Washburn locations, all in low
numbers. Bolton Abbey sightings were few, though the
species may not be well recorded on farm premises on the
Estate (some live inside the Hesketh Farm family visits
building). Only small numbers were in the S at Weeton. A
quarter of reports were from gardens, with 14 in a
Grassington garden, ‘lots’ in Kilnsey, a maximum 25 in
Menston, and 30 regular in Ilkley. Several other gardens
reported up to 12. Breeding was noted in gardens at Kilnsey,
Threshfield, Menston, Otley, Burley and Addingham. This
year Pete Roe reported on breeding at Menston (3 ringed),
and 2 nest boxes at Clifton which produced 5 young from 7
eggs between them.
Tree SparroW Passer montanus 032 Sightings/16 Sites
Breeding resident: local population recovering in line with
national trends
The distribution of the tree sparrow in our area extends
from Addingham down to Weeton, and with a mostly
southerly Washburn population but including Round Hill
and John O’Gaunts, where one was seen in April (JF). On 15th
March there was a report of 3 near the showground
adjoining Otley Wetland (JAr**). There were no reports of
significant numbers in the countryside, the most seen being
8 near Weeton in November, but some sites held good
numbers of breeding pairs. These included 17 nests at Sun
Lane, Burley, from which 50 young young were produced.
Two sites at Clifton; one with 14 nests and one with 9, raised
49 and 18 young respectively. At Timble village 28 young
came from 9 nests. A pair at Farnley attempted 3 broods, a
total of 15 eggs, producing 10 young, the third brood having
failed (all via PRo). Pete Roe’s overall figures were 162 young
from 53 nests, a productivity rate of just under 3.1, around
average. Last year’s figure was 202 young from 64 nests. In
the Washburn, Colin Harrison’s nest records showed brood
sizes this year of 2 or 3 compared with the usual 4 or 5. Five
gardens reported this species, the highest count being 12 in
an Addingham garden between January and March, and with
a pair seen in June taking food to young in an adjoining
garden nestbox. Other gardens in Otley, Burley and Menston
each recorded 2 or 3 birds in the first quarter of the year.
YelloW Wagtail Motacilla flava 004 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: struggling to hold
on in our area despite significant decline over recent decades.

This was again a year of few sightings of this declining
species, and no evidence of breeding. Two males were
reported from Otley Wetland, near the showground, on 4th
May (JAr**), and a male was at Gallows Hill, Otley on 11th
June (PMa**). In once traditional Dales habitat a male was
seen near Skirfare Bridge on 28th May (EC*), followed by 2
females and a male at Halton Gill on 4th June (GL).
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 094 Sightings/42 Sites
Common breeding resident/partial migrant.
Sightings this year showed reports from more sites than the
previous year, with some bias towards the S of our area.
Bolton Abbey Estate and the Washburn and Grassington
areas were all well represented in sightings, with a comment
that the species did well in the Washburn this year (PBR).
Unlike in 2014 the species was reported from Grimwith this
year, also from Littondale, and a few records came from the
northernmost parts of the Dale. A pair was at Trollers Ghyll
in June. There were 3 pairs on a Blubberhouses to
Thruscross walk in April, with 8 immatures on the same
walk in July. A rare Ilkley garden sighting came on 21st
September (JF). The river at Otley and Ilkley produced a few
sightings, but again there were none from Addingham itself.
Nest building was noted at Howgill in late April, and by May
3 pairs were almost certainly in a small stretch of the river
near Strid Woods (GT). A pair raised 6 young at Ben
Rhydding, a further 5 young were in a nest in a culvert at
Denton, and nests at Norwood Bottom and Kex Ghyll
produced 4 and 5 young respectively (PRo). Few sightings
were received after September, and final sightings in
November were just single birds at John O’Gaunts and Strid
Woods.
Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba
110 Sightings/51 Sites
Common breeding resident/partial migrant
Pied wagtail records were again widespread and received
fairly evenly from N and S of the area. The Grassington area
and the Washburn again provided nearly half of all
sightings, with the area from Kettlewell up to Yockenthwaite
well represented. Just a couple of birds were reported from
Grimwith, and up to 4 birds were reported from numerous
locations between Ilkley, Addingham, Bolton Abbey and
Burnsall. On a Grassington Moor circuit 16 were reported in
August, and it was described as generally ‘ubiquitous’
around Hebden. A large roost around Brook Street in Ilkley
was estimated at well over 100 in March, 70 in April, and 60
at the end of November (KS,DM). There were up to 40 at the
Pool filling station in April (D&NF). There were 10 at
Swinsty in September and 12 at Menston in October. It was
not reported from Otley itself, though it did occur on the
Chevin and at Otley Wetland. Records of breeding and of
birds with young came from Appletreewick on 8th June, and
subsequently from Hubberholme, Buckden, John O’Gaunts
and Swinsty. Pete Roe reported on 2 nests at Low Snowden
and 2 at Menston, each one of which produced 4 young.
Garden records came only from Threshfield and Ilkley,
where a garden received its first visit from this species since
2007.
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis
011 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor.
Even though it is on the list of long-distance migrants
suffering steep decline, sightings of this species in our area
seemed noticeably lower than normal in 2015. The BTO’s
data over the year does not however appear to be very
different from recent years – there was a national dip in
sightings in May, but a catch-up in June. Two were reported
from Timble Ings on 17th April (JB**) and at least 1 was
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singing there on 9th May. On 24th April there were 4 singing
and displaying at Stainburn Moor (E&PS), and sightings
continued from this location with possibly 6 present in May.
On 23rd April there were 2 on the Chevin, not subsequently
seen. In the N, Bastow Wood, a usual stronghold, produced
only one record, a single bird on 22ⁿd April, but 4 were at
Church Wood, Kettlewell, on 4th May. On 10th June, on a
Buckden to Yockenthwaite walk, 4 were noted (J&PC).
MeadoW Pipit Anthus pratensis 100 Sightings/44 Sites
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor:
population in decline nationally but probably holding up
locally.
In 2015 sightings and sites of this species were fairly evenly
spread between N and S. In contrast to last year there were
no sightings until mid March, when 12 appeared near
Menston. Small numbers were then reported through March
around the Grassington area, in the Washburn and at
Grimwith. A single bird appeared briefly in an Ilkley garden
well distant from the moor on 31st March. In early April a
walk around Mossy Moor, Yarnbury and Hebden Beck
counted 27 (JF), and 18 were at Hebden Beck, several
performing display flights. The highest counts for the year
were on 22ⁿd April with a count of 78 on an Ilkley Moor to
Addingham Moorside walk (JP), and 69 at Foxup Moor
(GL*). There were also 69 at Barden Moor on 16th April and
51 counted on a Middleton Moor circuit at the end of April.
In early May there were 29 up Dowber Gill, with a further 12
on Great Whernside summit. The highest Grimwith count,
in July, was just 12. A family group with very young juveniles
was at Grassington Moor at the end of July. At least 30 were
at Beamsley Beacon again in late September, 25 on
Grassington Moor in early October, and 30 on Threshfield
Moor at the end of October. The only sightings for the last 2
months were small numbers at Barden Moor and Grimwith.
The species remains one of conservation concern, but the
BTO Atlas shows little change in relative breeding
abundance in our general area since 1988-91.
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population stable/possibly increasing.
The chaffinch is one of the commonest and most widespread
species in all parts of the region and a common garden
visitor. Indeed it was the species generating the most
sightings in 2015 (173). However, this year again brought
few significant flock counts, possibly due to mild winter
weather and fewer migrants. The 2014 BBS survey shows a
stable situation, retaining the species’ significant long-term
increase in Yorkshire. Although the majority of sightings
were in the S, some larger counts of around 30 or more
were noted on walks between March and June from
Grassington, Howgill and in particular Grimwith Reservoir
where 44 were noted in late March. There were 38 at John
O’Gaunts in April and May, and 41 at Norwood Bottom in
June. Beyond gardens no flock of more than 12 was noted
anywhere in the final months of the year. Most garden
counts were of small numbers, but 24 were in an
Addingham garden on 1st April, and up to 20 regularly in a
Threshfield garden between January and April.
Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 013 Sightings/09 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
The previous two years were poor ones for reports of this
species in our area, and it remained scarce in 2015.
BirdTrack reporting rate figures show however an average
distribution across the country as a whole, with quite high

reporting in October, not at all reflected in our area. Most
records were from the first four months of the year, coming
equally from N and S. There
were 6 at Swinsty in January,
also 8 in an Addingham
garden. The highest counts
were 15 at Strid Woods
(RN**) and 12 at Yarnbury,
both in March. Garden
records accounted for more
than half the sightings,
coming from Otley,
Addingham and Threshfield.
The only autumn records
Brambling
were a single bird at
Grimwith in November and brief sightings of singles in
Menston and Burley gardens in November and December.
Greenfinch Carduelis chloris
052 Sightings/29 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population increasing.
The fortunes of this species may be returning to an upward
trend. It was reported from more sites this year, and with
over 40% of all sightings coming from gardens, remained
top of the list of garden visitors. In some instances this only
involved 1 or 2 birds, but six gardens reported 6 to 9, and 11
and 13 were maximum counts in two gardens at Ilkley and
Burley. Numbers were considered to be ‘picking up’ in
another Burley garden (PBR). Young and juvenile birds were
evidence of garden breeding at Threshfield and Ilkley. The
Grassington area provided half the northern records, but all
were of small numbers. In villages and in the wider
countryside sightings were fairly widespread across the
area, but generally of only one or two birds, and few reports
from the Washburn. It was reported from Arncliffe in
March, and in April there were 4 singing in Buckden. A
count around Grimwith produced 8 in late March (JF), and 2
to 3 were at Otley Wetland in January and October (no
records from either location last year). No reports came
from the Bolton Abbey area this year, and none from S of
Knotford.
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 097 Sightings/51 Sites
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor:
population probably increasing.
There was a small drop in the number of reports received in
2015, but this does not seem to reflect on the healthy status
of this species. As last year, there were twice as many
southern sightings as northern ones, and from notably more
sites. It was again one of the more widespread species to be
reported from gardens, where counts were generally on the
low side, with 20 the maximum in an Otley garden,
compared with the exceptional 60+ figure last year. No
garden breeding was recorded. Though widespread in the N
of the area, numbers seen were rarely more than 2 or 3.
Exceptions were 18 around Grimwith at the end of June, and
September flocks of more than 30 in Littondale, and 50 near
Threshfield. In January flocks of 30 were at Menston and at
Otley Wetland, where there were again 25 in October. A late
summer flock of at least 60 including many juveniles was in
a thistle field at Menston. There were 30 at Timble Ings in
October. Breeding was recorded from Menston where 4
young were ringed, and from Low Snowden, but the eggs
there were predated (PRo).
Siskin Carduelis spinus
031 Sightings/17 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
breeding population increasing.
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This species was rather less frequently reported than the
previous year, with again half of all sightings being garden
visitors. These came from Addingham, Ilkley (several
gardens), Otley, Burley, Menston, Threshfield, Hebden and
Kilnsey, including this year a number of autumn garden
records. Garden numbers tended to be low, though 15 were
in an Addingham garden in August and again in November.
Single birds were seen in Grass Wood between February and
May, and 50 were at Howgill in March, but other sightings
away from gardens were all in the S. At Otley Wetland there
were 30 in January and 40 in late December, and at
Norwood Edge there were up to 40 in February and March
(AJ). At Barden Bridge there were 20 in January, 40 were at
Fewston on 10th September and 50 were reported from
Norwood Bottom on 17th September (DoM). In June 2 were
in the plantation above White Wells at Ilkley.
Linnet Carduelis cannabina 026 Sightings/17 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant: population declining.
As a breeding bird the linnet declined by 29% nationally in
the period 1995 – 2013, and in our area both sightings and
sites for the species remained at a similar low level to the
previous year. In the Washburn small numbers were
present, with Stainburn and Low Snowden Moor being fairly
reliable sites, the latter with up to 8 reported. A regular
observer again commented on the Washburn decline, with
only a few sightings over the year (PBR). The Guiseley Moor
end of the Chevin did however produce a flock of 24 in late
April, and up to a possible 60 were on wires over an arable
field at Weeton on 15th September (RF). There were 4 at
Draughton in April, 2 or 3 were probably breeding around
Menston between April and June, and 6 were at Whetstone
Gate in July. Grassington area sightings were down this
year, with a pair in a Grassington garden in May, and 2 at
Threshfield Moor in August.
TWite Carduelis flavirostris 002 Sightings/ 02 Sites
The previous year produced no records of this species, so at
least the 2 sightings in 2015 return us to the (very low)
average for recent years. One was in fields below Yarnbury
on 28th August (BT). Another single bird was seen at close
quarters on a track at Kex Ghyll on 12th November (PBR), a
rare record for the Washburn.
Lesser Redpoll Carduelis cabaret 028 Sightings/21 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor:
population may be in shallow decline.
Compared to last year this species was somewhat more
equally reported from northern and southern sites, and
again over a third of all sightings came from gardens. The
BirdTrack reporting rate graph shows that sightings
nationally were below average for the first half of the year,
but well above average in September and October. Sightings
in our area this year were at a fairly similar level to the
previous year. No records came fromBolton Abbey Estate or
from Otley Wetland. A flock of about 30 was with siskins at
Norwood Edge in March. 20 were reported from Timble Ings
in September, and 12 from Fewston in October. Other counts
were of 4 or 5 at most. It was reported also from Thruscross
and Howgill in April, and from Grimwith between June and
October. One was in song flight at Grass Wood in March and
April and a small group was in Bastow Wood in September.
A pair with young were reported from Cray on 24th July
(GL*). Garden reports of up to 2 birds, often on feeders,
came from Threshfield, Kilnsey, Hebden, Addingham,
Burley, Otley and two Ilkley gardens. Unusually a bird
visited an Ilkley garden in July. Interestingly, of 2 separate
lesser redpolls both ringed at Timble Ings on 14th October
2010, one was re-trapped at Sandwich Bay, Kent on 25th

November 2015, and the second re-trapped in Surrey on 27th
November (via AJ).
Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 003 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population
erratic due to irruptive behaviour.
Whilst always irregular and hard to find, this species proved
exceptionally elusive this year, and sightings were limited to
a single site. There were 4 at Timble Ings on 17th April (JP), a
possible family party in flight was heard there on 15th June
(MB**), and 2 were at the same site on 19th September
(K&PL).
Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 054 Sightings/31 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable with
stronghold in Washburn.
An overall comment on this species was that it still seems to
be increasing, easy to see and hear (PBR). BBS data show a
small increase in the UK for 1995 – 2013. This applies to the
S of our area, as sightings remained very limited in the N,
from Kilnsey, Hebden, and Hartlington Hall near Burnsall
where a pair reportedly ate fruit buds for several weeks
early in the spring. This year it was not reported from Grass
Wood, and no sightings came from Bolton Abbey Estate. In
the S however, there were several reports of up to 4 from
Otley Wetland, at Norwood Bottom in February 6 were
reported, and groups of 5 were seen early and late in the
year at Scargill and Menston. It was reported from most
Washburn sites, from the Chevin, Knotford and Weeton, and
from Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits. Burley and the Sun Lane
reserve were good sources of sightings. It was as widely
reported from gardens as the robin, with several gardens, at
Ilkey, Addingham, Otley and Burley, reporting 4 birds seen.
An excited pair unfortunately crashed into a glass window at
Addingham, with fatal results. A juvenile indicated breeding
in an Ilkley garden. A good proportion of records were from
November and December, brightening up the unusually dull
weather.
SnoW Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant/winter visitor.
A visit by this species is never guaranteed in our area. This
year it was recorded, but with only a single sighting. One
was seen on Fleet Moss, on the northern edge of our area, on
2ⁿd January (BT).
YelloWhammer Emberiza citrinella
004 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce breeding resident whose population has severely
declined but is still found in the extreme S of the area.
This species continued to hang on in the
area, though sightings were sparse. Two
males and a female were at Weeton on
March (PP), where a male was also seen
in April. A male was also seen within
Weeton village on 9th August. As last
year, Lindley Green provided a second
location, with one seen and heard
singing on 24th June (DA).
Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus
050 Sightings/27 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage
Yellowhammer
visitor: population probably stable.
This species was reported from somewhat more sites than
last year, again with a strong southern bias. The
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northernmost record was from
Conistone in April, and reports
were received from settlements
and moorland areas around
Grassington. Though widespread,
numbers recorded this year
seemed to be slightly lower
overall. The maximum count at
Grimwith was just 5, and at Otley
Wetland just 4. Interestingly, a
garden quite close to Otley
Wetland reported 6 in January and
5 in February. There were 4 (7 last
Reed bunting
year) at Ellarcar Pike (Timble) in
October. Single birds were seen on Ilkley Moor and
Whetstone Gate, near Beamsley Beacon, and on Barden
Moor in June and July. Reports came also from Ben
Rhydding Gravel Pits, John O’ Gaunts and Sandwith Moor. A
pair at Menston again bred, with at least 1 juvenile (RF).
16% of sightings came from gardens, mostly in the early
part of the year. A male sitting in a fruit tree in a Menston
garden in March was the first seen there in many years, and
garden records also came from Threshfield, with a male
visiting regularly in March and April, as well as from two
gardens in Otley and one in Burley.
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REPTILES

Vertebrate report (other than birds)

This year four records of common lizard (Zootica vivipera)
were received for Ilkley Moor. As in 2014, there was a record
near Panorama Reservoir, and single individuals were also
seen near Ilkley Tarn and in the Grainings Head area.
There were three sloW-Worm (Anguis fragilis) records
(compared to 8 in 2014), including two near Thruscross
Reservoir and one at Grass Wood.
An adder (Vipera berus) hibernaculum/aggregations site
was reported in the Washburn Valley, at a sensitive site
which will remain undisclosed. Since there was concern that
this site may be disturbed or damaged, Gordon Haycock and
Sylvia Jay attempted to contacted the landowner to ensure
they are aware of the presence of this protected species.

Over 270 records (compared with 330 in 2014) were
received from 29 people/households, the same number of
contributors as in 2014, though not all the same people.
CONTRIBUTORS: B Brown, K Bullimore, J Caddick, P Casey,
M&J Clark, D&N Fearnley, R Fuller, A Gramshaw, C
Grimshaw, C Hartley, G Haycock, C&F Horner, D Howson, D
Jakeways, A Jowett, D&M Leather, L Lee, P Millard, D
Morris, P Purvis, A&P Riley, L Robinson, E Scarfe, K
Shackleton, K Smith, B Speed, J Stidworthy, J Topham.

AMPHIBIANS
Great crested neWt Triturus cristatus
It is pleasing that this species is still present at Nell Bank
Centre, following an introduction programme by Gordon
Haycock. On 21st April 10 males were recorded, one female
laying eggs, and many efts (newt tadpoles).
Palmate neWt Lissotriton helveticus
This species was recorded at Sun Lane nature reserve and
Nell Bank Centre again. Only one other record this year, in a
garden pond in Otley.
Smooth neWt Lissotriton vulgaris
Two records, one in a garden pond in Otley the other in
Burley-in-Wharfedale.
Alpine neWt Ichthyosaura alpestris
An interesting new record of this non-native species, in a
garden on Bradford Road, Otley, perhaps suggesting that the
local distribution may be increasing. This species is assumed
to still be present at Sun Lane and around, and at Nell Bank,
though no records were submitted for these areas this year.
Common Toad Bufo bufo
As in 2014, dead animals were found in the Low Dam area of
the Washburn Valley, this time on 13th April. Kelvin Smith
again sent three samples to the Zoological Society of London
for post mortem, including tests for disease. Thankfully the
deadly Chytrid fungal disease was not present. Lung and
intestinal parasites were found, but thought incidental and
not contributing to death. It was thought most likely that the
animals died during mating, either by drowning (females),
or of exhaustion.
Five other records included large numbers on 9th April at
Timble and a juvenile here in October, gardens in Menston
and Bradford Road Otley. At a pond beside Owlet Park Road
near Ilkley, ‘hundreds’ were seen in amplexus (coupled for
mating), in the pond and on their way to the pond on 6th
April.
I am not aware of any toad monitoring or rescue attempts
on Guiseley Drive junction with the A65 at High Royds,
Menston. In past years large numbers of toads have
attempted to cross the road and WNS member assisted as
many as she could. Any volunteers to help in this and future
years, please contact Sylvia Jay.
Common frog Rana temporaria
There were only five reports of frog this year, including in
garden ponds in Otley and Menston. One was recorded as
early as 17th January at Otley Wetland Nature Reserve,
following a very wet night, while large numbers in ponds
and crossing the road at Timble on 9th April.
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MAMMALS
Insectivora Insectivores
Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus
There were 44 records from 21 sites (compared to a very
similar 43 records from 21 sites in 2014), in Pool, Otley,
Menston, Burley-in-Wharfedale, Ilkley and Addingham, and
also, further up the Dale at Arncliffe and Skyreholme. These
records include regular sightings in gardens, and road

Albino hedgehog

casualties on the A65 in various places, including between
Otley and Ilkely, and on the Otley, Burley and Addingham
bypasses.
Mole Talpa europaea
Ten mole records included at Sun Lane, a garden in Otley,
near Swinstey Reservoir, at Grass Wood and on the
roundabout between Otley and Burley-in-Wharfedale.
ShreWs
Two common shreW (Sorex araneus) were seen, one at
Sun Lane, Burley-in-Wharfedale and the other in a garden in
Menston. There were no other shrew records this year.
Chiroptera Bats
There were relatively few bat records for 2015. Ten records
of Common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) were all
from Otley, with nine of these from one garden, while ten
further records of unidentified Pipistrelles were made Otley,
Menston and Ilkley.
A noctule (Nyctalus noctula) bat was seen near Swinsty
Reservoir on 28th August, where it flew to a large fir tree,
and was observed with binoculars climbing/clambering
vertically up the trunk and into one of several holes.

Lagomorpha Rabbits and hares
Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus
Rabbits are of course present in large
numbers in Wharfedale, though not
generally reported. There were however
records from the Otley, Menston, Arncliffe
areas.
Hare Lepus europeus
A pleasing 35 sightings were reported,
with the majority in and around the
Washburn Valley, including near Swinsty,
Timble, Kex Gill Moor, near, John
O’Gaunt’s Reservoir, Stainburn Forest,
Farnley and Leathley. Hare was also seen
at Castley, Pool, near Knotford Nook,
Askwith, Addingham, Skyreholme and
Hartlington. A sighting between Kettlewell
and Buckden was the highest up the Dale.
Stoat
Rodentia Rodents
Grey squirrel Sciurus carolinensis
Fourteen sightings were recorded at seven sites, including in
Burley-in-Wharfedale, Otley, near Farnley and Ilkley. This
non-native species is assumed to be widespread, particularly
across the lowland part of the recording area.
Water vole Arvicola amphibius
Very surprisingly, a possible water vole was spotted
swimming across a drainage ditch between Leathley and
Stainburn. It was described as being “too big for any other
vole and too small and wrong colour for a rat - it was a
wonderful chestnut colour”, The colour sounds right for a
water vole, though adult water vole and rat are similar size.
There have been no records of water vole for many years in
Wharfedale, following persecution by American mink and
unfortunately we were not able to revisit the site to look for
evidence, so I am not able to confirm this record.
Bank vole Clethrionomys glariolus
Undoubtedly very under-reported with only one record this
year – regular sightings in a garden in Addingham, where it
was fed sunflower seeds.
Field vole Microtis agrestis
No records this year, so as in recent years, this species is
undoubtedly under-reported.
Wood mouse Apodemus sylvaticus
Only two wood mice were reported, both from gardens in
Otley.
BroWn rat Rattus norvegicus
Brown rats were again seen around the bird feeding station
at Sun Lane Nature Reserve.
Carnivora Carnivores
Fox Vulpes vulpes
Seven records included sightings at Farnley, near Pool,
Otley, Burley-in-Wharfedale and Ilkley.
Stoat Mustela erminea
It was a good year for stoat sightings, with twenty-one seen.
Furthest up the Dale was the Skirfare Valley, seen on two
different dates. Several were seen in the general Grassington
area: near Kilnsey, from the road to Yarmbury, near
Grimwith Reservoir and near Hebden and Skyreholme.
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Further down the Dale animals were seen
near Bolton Abbey, at Chelker Reservoir, at
Farnley Wood, Leathley, Lindley, and on
Otley Wetland Nature Reserve. One was
seen on two consecutive days, 21st and
22ⁿd July, in a garden on Queen’s Drive
Lane, Ilkley.
Weasel Mustela nivalis
Five records were on the Hebers Ghyll
track on Ilkley Moor, Lippersley Pike on
Timble Ings, downstream of Addingham,
at Clifton and Menston.
Badger Meles meles
Live badgers were observed in the Farnley
area and in a garden on the edge of Ilkley,
where up to three were seen eating seed
spilled from a bird feeder. A complete skull
was found near Farnley Hall. The
remaining 14 records were of road
casualties, including four on A65 in the Addingham area,
three on the A659 near Arthington and others near Leathley
and Collingham.
Otter Lutra lutra
An otter was seen on the River Wharfe in the Ilkley area on
three occasions in February, and spraint was found on Otley
Wetland Nature Reserve.
In February a road casualty was found near Menwith Hill,
near a small ditch, it was possibly travelling between
Nidderdale and the Washburn Valley. The carcass was
recovered, and thanks to funding from WNS for package and
posting, it was sent to Cardiff University to contribute to
important otter research.
A second dead otter was seen by several people before
Christmas, on the Burley bypass, presumably a road
casualty. The body was not recovered. A possible dead otter
was seen on the A65 out of Ilkley towards Addingham
though this was not confirmed.
Artiodactyla Even-toed ungulates
Roe deer (Capreolus capreolus) were recorded, with 44
sightings from Pool in Wharfedale up to Arncliffe in the
Skirfare valley, and in the Washburn Valley. As in 2014,
there were no muntjac (Muntiacus reevesi) records, despite
this species being confirmed in other parts of Yorkshire.

Sylvia Jay
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MICROSCOPE GROUP

Mike Clerk

The group meets over the Autumn/Winter on the first
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the Clark Foley Centre,
Ilkley. John Hobson organises the programme of activities
and speakers as well as managing WNS microscope
resources.
We began the year with a DIY evening, everyone
bringing along their own samples or slides. A range of
interesting specimens and activities turned up. John had
brought along pond water samples and some prepared
slides. Kelvin collected a very large specimen of the birch
polypore which he wanted identifying. A moth trap casualty

was Paul’s starting point. The ear moth is an aggregate
group of species which can only be separated from each
other by dissection and genital examination using a
specialist key. Just the thing for an odd hour on a cold
January evening. Once Paul had prepared and identified the
specimen as a female large ear, he shared the methodology
for making the ID. Geoff was also looking at insects
alongside Paul. The botany interest was served by Carmen
and Bruce who looked at mosses collected in Otley
Cemetery, an interest best served by examination under a
stereo microscope. Joan had a sample of water from her bird
bath which Peter also looked at. The usual water bear hunt
began. Having found one, Robin set it to view under dark
ground illumination. It was amazingly clear and detailed.
Phillip was delighted when Robin presented him with a
condenser following up on December’s session on how to set
up a microscope. This improved the views of a dead mayfly
he was looking at.
In February the society’s fascinating collection of old
prepared slides was brought along by John. These had been
sorted by Nicky and are well presented in collections in
small card boxes. Kelvin brought some of his own collection
which had been given to him. He also had a slide with a
preparation of silver crystals which was extraordinarily
beautiful to look at. One of the joys of these old slides is the
meticulous care which was taken in their preparation right
down to the special decorated paper around the mount.
There is a skill to preparing such fine sections of material to
observe. The staining, often with more than one dye to help
differentiate structures within a sample, can display detail in
a specimen which wouldn’t otherwise be visible. Geoff
enjoyed the session so much that he borrowed some of the
slides to do follow-up work at home.
What have John and Joan’s birdbaths got in common?
This is what we aimed to find out in March with various
pond and bird bath samples. Joan found a glass clear
nematode worm which squiggled and squirmed in the light
from her microscope. Joyce found a type of platyhelminth
and examined some algae from her garden pond. Paul was
on a bear hunt and he found one, a tardigrade that is. Kelvin,
prolific as ever, found a newt, a midge larva, and a whirligig
beetle identified as Potamacetes depressus. Unfortunately
Bruce’s pond sample was lifeless! As usual John was a great
source of knowledge on various forms of pond life.
The Autumn season began with a session on fungi
presented by Mike and Joyce. A large display of named fungi
was presented to the group. This was so extensive because
samples had been saved from three forays: the joint
Wharfedale Naturalists (WNS) and Mid-Yorkshire Fungus
Group (MYFG) foray to Middleton Woods, the MYFG foray
to Fountains Abbey and a WNS foray that morning to
Swinsty Woods. Thanks must go to all those who helped
collect and identify the various specimens.
The aim of the evening was to use the display as source
material firstly to see if we could identify a specimen to
genus level using a simple descriptive key prepared by Joyce.
On the reverse she had listed all the fungi from the display
with both scientific and English names. Next we needed to
practice preparing and mounting sections of fungi with a
stain to examine them, for example gill edge structures with
the spores in basidia. The samples were mounted in a weak
ammonia solution and stained with either Congo red or
Melzher’s reagent. The group became so engrossed that we
had to check with the caretaker if it was OK to over run our
time. As always he was most helpful and allowed the group
to stay longer.
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In November we had another look at the amazing variety
of fresh water life with John leading as usual and members
of the group bringing along their own samples. Once again
John provided the identification guides and we were able to
use his extensive knowledge to help observe and identify
some of the plant and animal life teaming in our samples.
November was relatively mild, although night time
temperatures were low. Even so it is amazing how much life
is still present so late in the year. This was one of those
occasions when everyone was keen to share what they had
found. One of the hardest things is observing fast moving
creatures. Even though they are in a tiny well of water on
the slide, this can appear like a vast ocean when trying to
keep track of the specimen using the stage controls on the
microscope. We find familiar creatures but always
something new or unexpected turns up. It would be
interesting to know how many WNS members have their
own pond to help maintain this fascinating diversity of life.
The year ended with a well-attended workshop on
insects presented by Paul. He had managed to obtain an
extensive collection of specimens to look at, representing 19
of the 29 orders of the Insecta. Paul organised the group into
pairs and each couple had a pot full of insects from different
orders to sort out. He gave the pairs a copy of a spreadsheet
which helped with the etymology of the names of the orders
and indicated a bit of evolutionary biology. Paul referred the
pairs to George McGavin's undergraduate textbook* on
insects for most of the work. Thanks to Paul’s extensive
preparation he was able to show the members insect exotics
like katydids, snakeflies and mantids. The evening was
fascinating and participants came away enthusing about the
diversity of the Insecta.
Thanks are due to John and to the organisers of the
various evenings. As you can see from the report this is a
group which utilises the skills and knowledge of its
members. If you would like to sample an evening with the
group come along and join in. You will be most welcome.
*Essential Entomology: An Order-by-Order Introduction 21
Jun 2001 George C. McGavin (Author), Richard
Lewington (Illustrator)

BRYOPHYTES
Where do the lowlands end and the uplands
begin?
Whilst this may seem quite an esoteric question, there are a
number of mosses and liverworts which are regarded as
either lowland or upland species, and it is interesting to plot
their distribution in our recording region to see where the
upland / lowland interface occurs. Clearly it is likely that
many species will have overlapping niches, it is nevertheless
a useful way of referring to groups of species.
One lowland moss which reaches its upland limit in our
area is water screw-moss Syntrichia latifolia. This species is
rare in the north and west of the UK, and absent from
Scottish Highlands and the west coast of Scotland, but
abundant in the English lowlands. The species grows on
seasonally inundated tree boles along the river, and seems to
have a requirement for suspended sediment in the water.
Thus the bright, clear water of lively upland streams is
inimical to its very existence, whilst the murky, sluggish
water of slow flowing lowland rivers is ideal habitat. With
this in mind I have been working my way up the Wharfe
where access allows in an attempt to ascertain its upstream
limit. The process started with the knowledge that it is

absent in Upper Wharfedale, and abundant along the river
in Otley. At Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits LNR the species is
present in small quantity, and records of sporadic
occurrences are present throughout Ilkley and Addingham.
At present the record furthest upstream is from Bolton
Abbey Woods and so as far as water screw-moss is
concerned, this is the upland /lowland divide. If anyone
spots this broadleaved moss by the Wharfe higher upstream
I’d be interested to hear about it!
And the lowland extremes of an upland moss? A
wonderfully warm and wet end to the year has meant that
mosses and liverworts are growing well and looking at their
best. However, this positive view of our wet autumn was not
necessarily the view of participants at the joint event with
North West Naturalists Union at Middleton Woods, Ilkley in
November! We had an extremely soggy start with heavy rain
which naturally brought bryologists out in force with 12
participants from both near and far (people travelled from
Lytham St Annes, Sheffield, Lancaster and Settle to
experience our bryological delights). Whilst the woodland is
recorded as ‘ancient semi-natural woodland’ it has been
modified and largely re-planted over the years. Nevertheless,
a good selection of woodland bryophytes was encountered in
both ‘dry’ and wet broad-leaved woodland although the
search was somewhat hampered by recent leaf fall! Of note
was petty pocket-moss Fissidens pusillus (only the second
record for Wharfedale, the other being Lower Barden
Reservoir), and rustwort Nowellia curvifolia, a personal
favourite liverwort. Rustwort is very much regarded as an
upland moss and is common in Bolton Abbey Woods,
Grassington Wood and wooded areas further up the dale,
reaching its south-eastern limit in Wharfedale in Middleton
Woods. It is not clear whether rustwort is limited by climatic
conditions or pollution levels (principally sulphur dioxide) or
both. However, with cleaner air we are all keeping a keen
eye out to see if this species spreads into formerly polluted
districts.
The distributions of rustwort and water screw-moss
exemplify the overlap of ‘upland’ and ‘lowland’ species in
our recording area. This overlap of upland and lowland
species in Wharfedale is one reason why our area has such a
diverse bryoflora, and makes it is such an exciting place to
record!
Thank you
Thanks are due to WNS participants in bryological field
meetings and all members who submitted records in 2015.
These are much appreciated. I look forward to receiving
many more envelopes and bags of moss in 2016!Particular
thanks are also due to Nick Gaunt of Harrogate Naturalists
who has been surveying in Wharfedale from time to time
sending through some excellent records. I have also joined
him surveying in Nidderdale and look forward to more
cross-border Bryology in the coming year. Please feel free to
contact me if you are interested in joining us.

Gordon Haycock
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BOTANY REPORT
New Taxon Records
i) Established British Taxa
A new member of the water-starworts for WNS, Variousleaved Water-starwort (Callitriche platycarpa) - was found by
the Washburn, near the top arm of Thruscross Reservoir, on
our last walk of the season. (BNB/WNS) This species has a
slight preference for running water, rather than stagnant,
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and its fruits each have a very narrow wing running round
it.
Two plants of Dryopteris x critica were found on Otley
Chevin Danefield by BNB. It results from a cross between
Male-fern (D. filix-mas) and Borrer's Male-fern (D. borreri).
BNB consulted with Mike Wilcox, and he has had this status
confirmed by C. Fraser-Jenkins.
Common Ramping-fumitory (Fumaria muralis) - found on
our visit to Otley Wetlands near the sailing lake. This is not
only new to the reserve, but also to our recording area.
On the recce for our visit to Stonelands Farm, CH and
BNB found 1 plant of Long-stalked Crane's-bill (Geranium
columbinum) at the top of a field where there are loose
boulders and rough ground. This little plant of calcareous
soils is rare in northern Britain, commoner in the south. Its
flowers are on long stalks, as are its downy basal leaves.
Pale Flax (Linum bienne) - was found in a Menston garden
near the bird feeder by AMG. It is a native species, but this
plant has probably come from imported bird food.
One shrub of a hybrid Rose, Rosa x sabinii, was found by
BNB on the edge of a scar in Grass Wood. The parents are
Burnet Rose (R. spinosissima) and Soft Downy-rose (R.
mollis), both present in the wood. Its identity was confirmed
by R. Maskew, BSBI, when the hips were ripe.
ii) Recent Introductions
Austrian Chamomile (Anthemis austriaca) - was found by
BNB in an Otley car park, still in flower in November.
A large colony of a Michaelmas Daisy in the verge of
Redlish Road was found to be Late Michaelmas-daisy (Aster x
versicolor). (NV) Its flower heads are bluish purple, and the
stems are dark in colour.
ME, making his plant-list for the old Cattlemarket site,
Otley, asked BNB for help in identifying some cotoneasters.
Wall Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster horizontalis) and Franchet's
Cotoneaster (C. franchetii) - have been recorded previously
within our area, but 2 new species were Hollyberry
Cotoneaster (C. bullatus) and Bearberry Cotoneaster (C.
dammeri). A shrub willow on the same site also spotted by
ME was later identified by BNB as Silky-leaved Osier (Salix x
tetrapla). Its parents are Grey Willow (S. cinerea) and Osier
(S. viminalis). It was later cut back, probably by the Council.
Beaked Hawk's-beard (Crepis vesicaria) - was spotted by
ME and by NV on the old
Cattlemarket, Otley. BNB was
eventually able to confirm its identity,
when it had produced ripe fruits - the
"beak" of its name is a part of the
fruit structure, not present in most
hawk's-beards. See diagram. This
species is of European origin.
A walk along a quiet road near
Fewston produced the surprising find
of one plant of Garden Lobelia
(Lobelia erinus) in a field gateway.
(NV) Presumably the seed had arrived with garden rubbish.
This little annual originates in S. Africa.
Garden Grape-hyacinth (Muscari armeniacum) - It seems
odd that we have no earlier records for this common garden
plant, which can get thrown out because it has long untidy
leaves, and multiplies quickly. It was found on our first walk
of the season, by the north bank of the River Wharfe, Ilkley.
(BNB, WNS)
Car pull-offs are often places where garden rubbish gets
dumped. Pottering near the Washburn Bridge on Hoodstorth

Lane in October, NV found a plant of Butterfly Stonecrop
(Sedum spectabile), or "Ice Plant". It is a popular plant
because of its abilities to attract butterflies with late nectar.
New Site Records
i) Special
2 new sites for Black Spleenwort (Asplenium adiantumnigrum) - were found by BNB, 1 on a wall at Swinsty Dam (2
plants), and also 1 in a brick wall near Waitrose
supermarket, Otley, where there was also a lot of Wall-rue
(A. ruta-muraria).
Large colonies of the pale-flowered Narrow-leaved
Michaelmas-daisy (Aster lanceolatus) - were known about
round the shoreline of Swinsty Reservoir, but it took BNB to
sort out which taxon it is!
Two plants of Greater Cuckooflower (Cardamine
raphanifolia) - found among stones of the dry river bed of
the Wharfe, Ilkley, near Beanlands Island. (BNB, CH) Only
our second record, the first being Sun Lane NR, near the
ditch, in 2004. (FCD, MHA)
On our visit to Burley House Field, HMB's group found
Whorl-grass (Catabrosa aquatica) in the culvert of Wood
Head Beck. This is only our third record for this attractive
grass, the other two being in Kilnsey Beck and in the beck at
Sun Lane NR. It is such a juicy and desirable grass to cattle,
that it has declined in much of England, because of
trampling and grazing, as well as because of the drainage
and loss of ponds. It has an unusual inflorescence form,
consisting of half-whorls alternating up the stem, first on
one side, then the other.
A patch of Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonushenricus) - found in the verge of the main road west of
Hebden. (JH, NV)
A number of plants of a Hybrid Thistle, Cirsium x
celakovskianum (Marsh Thistle x Creeping Thistle), were
found at the top of a pasture in Sleets Gill, Littondale. BAT
pointed out that they look like Creeping Thistle, but have
spines on the stem like a Marsh Thistle.
Narrow Buckler-fern (Dryopteris carthusiana) - found in
vegetated limestone pavement in Grass Wood. (BNB) Our
second site for it in the Wood.
One plant of Dark-red Helleborine (Epipactis atrorubens) was found in calcareous grassland near Grass Wood by BNB
and CH.
Broad-leaved Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine) - has had
a really good year, with 3 new sites being discovered. i) On a
visit by BBG to B.R. G. P., BK noticed a new colony on the
south side of the West Lagoon. Over 30 good plants were
counted. ii) MB told us about 5 plants in woodland between
Birdcage Walk and the by-pass, Otley. These were checked
out and confirmed by BNB & CH. iii) JS reported 2 strong
plants in the verge of Queen's Drive Lane, Ilkley, as well as 4
in his garden. Of these 4, 2 flowered and the other 2 were
damaged by slugs.
The Eyebright growing at B.R.G.P. NR had its I/D sorted
out by PPA on the BBG visit. She named it as Confused
Eyebright (Euphrasia confusa) - what a good name!
While surveying Redlish Road, BNB found a patch of Fen
Bedstraw (Galium uliginosum). We only have two earlier
records for this, I think partly because it is easily overlooked.
It is like Common Marsh-bedstraw (G. palustre), except that
the Fen Bedstraw leaves have definite points at their tips
(called "mucros"), and the anthers are yellow. Common
Marsh-bedstraw leaves have no mucros, and the stamens
are red, and the plant also turns black when it dies. This
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long verge also produced a nice colony of Northern Marshorchids (Dactylorhiza purpurella), known about for some
years, but a new record for here was the hybrid D. x venusta.
Its parents are Common
Spotted-orchid (D. fuchsii) and Northern Marsh-orchid.
Two plants were found. (BNB, NV)
MC recorded Autumn Gentian (Gentianella amarella)
from Troller's Gill, above the mine shaft, and sent 2 lovely
photos. It has been recorded from Troller's Gill before (in
1997), but not from this monad. HMB also saw the plant on
a walk from Kettlewell to Starbotton.
Yet another site has turned up for the recently discovered
Hybrid Forget-me-not (Myosotis x bollandica), this time on
an oxbow on the Washburn River, just north of Thruscross
Reservoir, by BNB. Even better, both its parents were there
too, namely Creeping Forget-me-not (M. secunda), and the
much less common Pale Forget-me-not (M. stolonifera),
which was spotted near the hybrid by ML on our Thruscross
walk.
The Thruscross walk in August produced another special
find - Beech Fern (Phegopteris connectilis) - only its second
record in the Washburn area. (BNB, WNS)
BBG made a very productive visit to B.R.G.P. in July,
finding several new plants for the site. These included:
Bristly Ox-tongue (Picris echioides) - only 1 earlier record
from Ilkley in 2004 for this splendid casual, Blue Sow-thistle
(Cicerbita macrophylla), Wilson's Honeysuckle (Lonicera
nitida) - det. BAT, Sweet Flag (Acorus calamus) - we only
have 1 previous record for this, from Otley riverside in 1984,
and Fodder Burnet (Poterium sanguisorba ssp. balearica).
This is a taller, sturdier version of the more familiar Salad
Burnet (P. s. ssp. sanguisorba), and has more distinct
toothing to its leaflets
The Cinquefoil growing on the west side of B.R.G.P. was
confirmed by GTDW as Hybrid Cinquefoil (Potentilla x
mixta). Its parents are Creeping Cinquefoil (P. reptans) and
Trailing Tormentil (P. anglica), and it shows a mixture of
leaf-forms and petal numbers ( 4 or 5).
DH reported Barren Strawberry (P. sterilis) at B.R.G.P. in
early June - another new species for the site.
Five Buckthorn trees (Rhamnus cathartica) - were found
in Stonelands Wood, Littondale, by CH, FH, PM and BNB.
Four of them were mature trees, one with a double trunk,
and the fifth smaller. They are important because of their
relationship with Tissue Moths. (See Notable Trees and
Botany Section Outings, Stonelands.)
In Grass Wood, 3 more sites were found for Glaucous Dogrose (Rosa caesia ssp. vosagiaca), including Dewbottom Scar.
(BNB)
A plant of Cut-leaved Bramble (Rubus laciniatus) - was
seen by NV at B.R.G.P. We have 1 earlier record for this from
Ilkley Moor, near the Lower Tarn. (BNB - 2011)
Alexanders (Smyrnium olusatrum) - 1 plant was seen by
the beck in Church Field, Addingham by AGi. This is only
our third record for this normally coastal plant.
The Bridewort stand at B.R.G.P., previously identified as
Confused Bridewort (Spiraea x pseudosalicifolia) - was
found to be Billard's Bridewort (S. x billardii). The 2 taxa
share one parent, and are quite similar. However, Billard's
Bridewort has more narrowly conical flowerheads, and its
flowers are a paler pink.
Under a willow on Bedlam Bridge Road, Fewston area,
NV found a large plant of Hybrid Woundwort, Stachys x
ambigua. The more common of its parents, Hedge

Woundwort (S. sylvatica) was found a few hundred metres
away, and there was plenty of marshy land nearby where
the other parent, Marsh Woundwort (S. palustris), could
have been growing.
ii) Other Site Records
Garden waste must have been left on the verge at Weston, at
some time. SS, TS and NV found Fool's Parsley (Aethusa
cynapium) here, along with Montbretia (Crocosmia
crocosmiiflora), Lungwort (Pulmonaria officinalis) and a
poor plant of a garden hardy geranium, which we were not
able to name. Fool's Parsley is a weed of allotments, gardens
and snickets.
One plant of Columbine (Aquilegia vulgaris) - was found
in the road verge near Clifton, north of Otley, by AGu.
Hairy Rock-cress (Arabis hirsuta) - found in the verges of
the lay-by outside Duck Street Quarry, probably originating
in the quarry, likewise Twayblade (Neottia ovata) and
Fragrant-orchid (Gymnadenia sp.) (AB, AT)
Our Thruscross walk in August produced a long list of
new-site records. Some of these were:
Smooth-stalked Sedge (Carex laevigata), Peppermint
(Mentha x piperita) (Water Mint x Spear Mint) and Marsh
Violet (Viola palustris). (BNB/WNS)
A Nidderdale AONB Special Interest Verge (SIV) at
Middleton contained a large colony of Spiked Sedge (Carex
spicata) - SW, NV. This turns up occasionally in damp grassy
habitats. Another "occasional" occurred in the hedge here,
Black Bryony (Tamus communis).
A survey of the Spicey Gill area by BNB turned up Shallon
(Gaultheria shallon) - we have records for it from 2 other
sites, both from 1998. AMG recorded it from Otley
Chevinside, and MHA from Heber's Ghyll Wood, Ilkley. This
alien from N. America was introduced in the nineteenth
century and planted out as food (its berries) and cover for
birds.
Cut-leaved Crane's-bill (Geranium dissectum) - was found
on a bare patch of ground near the road, to the east side of
Thruscross Reservoir, by DH.
Hedgerow Crane's-bill (Geranium pyrenaicum) - the
white-flowered form was found by DH in the verge of
Carter's Lane, Ilkley.
We have a fair number of sites for Toothwort (Lathraea
squamaria) along both river banks in the Ilkley area, but a
new one was found on the north bank on our WNS visit in
late April. Several clumps were found, apparently parasitic
on the roots of Wych Elm. (BNB/WNS)
21 new site-records were obtained from the visit of BBG
to Sleets Gill, Littondale, including Bitter-vetch (Lathyrus
linifolius), Goldenrod (Solidago virgaurea), Wood Crane's-bill
(Geranium sylvaticum), Lady Fern (Athyrium filix-femina),
Green-ribbed Sedge (Carex binervis) and the rare Silky
Lady's-mantle (Alchemilla glaucescens).
At Weston, 2 plants of Martagon Lily (Lilium martagon)
were struggling under heavy shade, and a third had given
up! (CA, NV)
Wood Melick (Melica uniflora) - was found in a bluebell
wood near Lumb Ghyll Farm, Addingham, by KB.
Smaller Cat's-tail (Phleum bertolonii) - seems to prefer
thin, lime-rich soils and short turf, with little disturbance.
Two new sites this year, both in Littondale, were in the
meadow at Stonelands Farm at the edge of the quarry, and
in pasture in Sleets Gill, at the foot of a dry stone wall. In
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both places, the turf was thin and probably relatively dry.
(CH/WNS and CH/BBG)
A steep twisting lane at Farnley and a verge at Weston
(both SIVs) both held small colonies of Wood Meadow-grass
(Poa nemoralis) - CA, SS, TS, NV.
A new site for Garden Solomon's-seal (Polygonatum x
hybridum) was noted on the north bank of the Wharfe. The
next nearest record is about 1 km upstream from it.
(BNB/WNS)
A new site for Goldilocks Buttercup (Ranunculus auricomus)
- was found by KB at Bolton Abbey near the top wall before
entering the Priory grounds - " a good-sized patch".
Surprisingly, considering the foot-fall round there, it has not
been mentioned earlier.
CH found a bog containing a patch of Round-leaved
Crowfoot (Ranunculus omiophyllus) in flower in April near
Swinsty Reservoir.
At the start of another SIV at Nesfield, HMB and NV
found a large "bower" of Field Rose (Rosa arvensis). Its
distinctive white flowers each have a central column made of
fused styles, and the stem prickles are quite slender. Another
new site for Field Rose was at Weston, also for Giant
Bellflower (Campanula latifolia) and Betony (Betonica
officinalis). (CA, NV)
On a follow-up to our WNS visit to the north bank of the
Wharfe, Ilkley, BNB was able to name the 2 clumps of a rose
seen earlier as Many-flowered Rose (Rosa multiflora). The
species originates in E. Asia, and we find it occasionally.
Bay Willow (Salix pentandra) and Downy Soft-rose (Rosa
mollis) - were seen at new sites on the walk back from
Thruscross, ie between Whit Moor Farm and the road.
(BNB/WNS)
1 big plant of Water Figwort (Scrophularia auriculata) was found by ML in the ditch at the northern edge of Ilkley
Moor, near Spicey Gill Beck. It still had flowers and seeds on
November 18th.
White Stonecrop (Sedum album) - had a new site on the
north side of the Wharfe near Nell Bank. (BNB/WNS)
Additions to our list for Timble Ings, found by JC and MC
were Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria graminea) and Common
Dog-violet (Viola riviniana).
JC and MC, and also ME recorded several species
separately in Otley, in the same kilometre-square (or
monad). These included Great Mullein (Verbascum thapsus)
and Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga).
Other Miscellaneous Records
Several long species lists from walks have been made by
members this year - always extremely useful in providing
records. OM and NV made such a list at Hartlington Raikes 69 species found. One side of the road had a good ditch flora
including Ragged Robin (Silene flos-cuculi), Sneezewort
(Achillea ptarmica) and Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria),
Common Marsh-bedstraw, Bog Stitchwort (Stellaria alsine)
and a lot of Hoary Willowherb (Epilobium parviflorum). Just
over the wall at one spot, there was a small plantation in
which we saw Italian Alder (Alnus cordata) among others.
Another road not far from this was New Road,
Skyreholme. Here OM and NV found 77 species in these
attractive verges. We were hoping to see the "flore pleno"
form of Meadow Crane's-bill (Geranium pratense), known
from here for several years by AMG and JC, but were
actually looking in the wrong section of road! However, nice
finds included Soft Downy-rose, Sweet Violet (Viola odorata),

Goldenrod (Solidago virgaurea) and Harebell (Campanula
rotundifolia), Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus), Heather
(Calluna vulgaris), Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) and
Greater Burnet-saxifrage (Pimpinella major). This road

crosses a range of soils from acidic to more base-rich.
A Wildflower Walk led by HMB from Fewston Heritage
Centre produced an excellent list (of around 85 species), as
did a season-long survey of land at Otley Old Cattle-market
by ME, plus the path leading uphill from there by Kell Beck.
ME had been determined to get to 100 species, then to 150,
and ended up with 165+ ! Some of his more interesting finds
were Canadian Fleabane (Conyza canadensis), Tall Melilot
(Melilotus altissima), Spear Mint (Mentha spicata), Hoary
Ragwort (Senecio erucifolius) and Green Alkanet (Pentaglottis
sempervirens). Particularly nice finds were Field Bindweed
(Convolvulus arvensis) and Small Toadflax (Chaenorhinum
minus). This used to be abundant on the Menston to Otley
railway line (1968 -69, MD), and was also recorded in 1963
from the sewage works between Burley and Otley - JED.
BNB made 2 visits to the Spicey Gill area, Ilkley Moor, one
in 2014 and one in 2015. A list had been made for that area
in the 1950s by Jean Clarkson (JC), and he wished to see how
the vegetation now compared with it in JC's time. His total
list was 133 species, very diverse for moorland and acidic
grassland. Of these, 59 species had been recorded by BNB
and by JC. These included many typical of these habitats,
such as Sheep's Sorrel (Rumex acetosella), Heather, Common
Bird's-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus) and Heath Bedstraw
(Galium saxatile) for drier parts, and Star Sedge (Carex
echinata), Lemon-scented Fern (Oreopteris limbosperma),
Bog Pondweed (Potamogeton polygonifolius), Lesser
Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula), Sundew (Drosera
rotundifolia) and Opposite-leaved Golden-saxifrage
(Chrysosplenium oppositifolium) for wetter ones. Eight
species were found by JC and not by BNB, but of these, 7
were likely finds on heathland e.g. New Zealand Willowherb
(Epilobium brunnescens) and Marsh Pennywort (Hydrocotyle
vulgaris), and we do not know just what area JC covered,
she may have walked more widely than BNB. The eighth,
Hoary Plantain (Plantago media), is an oddity, as it is usually
found in neutral to basic grassland. Since her visit, trees
have been planted, Apple (Malus pumila), Sweet Chestnut
(Castanea sativa) and Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) rather odd choices for heathland! One alien, Shallon
(Gaultheria shallon) had arrived, probably brought in by
birds, which eat its berries.
A few people reported on the striking blue headlands on
two sides of an arable field at Denton in September/October.
(DH, OM, HMB). The strips looked to have been planted for
their value to wildlife. On investigating, the main tall soft,
blue-flowered plant was Phacelia (Phacelia tanacetifolia) and
a shorter brighter-blue one was Borage (Borago officinalis).
Seen on a warm day, they were covered with honey bees and
bumble bees, also hoverflies, butterflies and many other
insects. Phacelia is known to produce a good flow of nectar.
Also in the mix were (I think) Quinoa (Chenopodium quinoa )
and a type of Radish (Raphanus sp). These both have big
seeds and will make good winter food for ground-feeding
birds.
Moschatel (Adoxa moschatellina) - the colony by the side
of the Cavendish Bridge track at Bolton Abbey was reported
by KB to be only just hanging on. Sadly, this once-lovely
colony gets mown far too early. Left to itself, it dies down
and neatly disappears in late May.
At Fancarl Top, JH and NV found a good-sized patch of
Harebell in the northern road verge. Some plants had the
normal blue flowers, and some a very pale blue.
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A road walk near Fewston produced an amazing display
of Climbing Corydalis (Ceratocapnos claviculata), scrambling
over the brambles for some distance. (NV)
Blue Sow-thistle PS reports the loss of the little colony
near the former Little Chef on Leeds Road. She thinks it has
been dug out. On our Ilkley river bank survey, we found 2
large colonies in the verge, on the river side north. These are
within the one-metre mowing zone, and so fail to flower. It
is good that PS has now found a new patch on the south
side, west of the Stepping Stones. Sadly, this attractive plant
can be invasive.
Frog Orchid (Coeloglossum viride) - SW found 4 plants of
this threatened orchid in mid-July in the Conistone Pie area.
In HL's records, she found it there in 1961, and in 1974 "in
quantity", then "not there" in 1980 or 81.
Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem (Gagea lutea) - produced 14
flower stems at its Strid Wood site (AMG).
PM recorded several Field Gentians (Gentianella
campestris) - also good numbers of Autumn Gentians at his
butterfly transect area at Kilnsey. He also found 3 flowering
spikes of Dark-red Helleborine, but comments that they had
all 3 had been eaten by banded snails!
NF was pleased to find that her mystery hardy geranium
with shiny leaves in Pool Bank Quarry was at last going to
flower in 2015. It turned out to be Knotted Crane's-bill
(Geranium nodosum) - determined by BAT.
The white-flowered form of Herb Robert (Geranium
robertianum) - turns up quite frequently. Our newest
addition is in Otley Parish churchyard, near the gate (ME).
Among our earliest records, PPA has given one for Pale
Forget-me-not as by Coldstone Beck in 1958. FCD also knew
it from there. This year, BNB has found clumps in a runnel
above the beck. Since FCD's records for this and for the
other moorland species, Creeping Forget-me-not, BNB has
found their hybrid offspring M.x bollandica, not far away.
(Creeping Forget-me-not has fertile fruits,, whereas the
hybrid is sterile.)
Giant Butterbur (Petasites japonicus) - this year, NF's
annual count was 140 - 150 flower spikes. The colony size
continues to increase, but more slowly.
A vanishing trick?? CH had a Primrose (Primula vulgaris)
puzzle at Farnley in mid-April. On checking a favourite spot
where the plant is normally abundant, she could not even
find one. However, on May 1st, 2 weeks later, numerous
flowering plants had appeared in the same spot! Any
possible explanations, please?
Northern Dock (Rumex longifolius) - was noticed by BAT
in a Littondale road verge. The plant was also recorded on
verge surveys - outside Duck Street Quarry (AB, AT), and
further south on the same road (BNB, NV).
One plant of Sanicle (Sanicula europea) - found in a gryke
on Lea Green near Bastow wall by CH. It was last recorded
from this area in 1987 by AMG - another historical record.
(Sorry, Audrey!)
On BBG's evening visit to B.R.G.P., there was some debate
as to the correct species of a figwort found near the West
Lagoon. BAT took some material away, and confirmed later
to NV that it was Green Figwort (S. umbrosa). This plant had
had a large colony in that area a few years ago, but it had
been badly disturbed by ground work. It is good to see that it
is now re-established successfully.
Orpine (Sedum telephium) - was found by BNB and CH
near Grass Wood at a site known to us since at least 1963
(HL), and still going strong.

KB counted 18 plants of Goat's-beard (Tragopogon
pratensis) in the verge of Addingham Old Road - a much
better number than usual.
Flourishing Plants This Year
A lovely display of Primroses was seen in a small field by
Thruscross Reservoir on a WNS evening walk in May.
NV/WNS
Large numbers of Common Spotted-orchids flowered in
Steg Holes Field, Addingham, also a good number of Betony
plants. (KB)
In June, DH reported that the marsh-orchids at B.R.G.P.
were spreading nicely, and in mid-July SP said that he had
counted over 800 plants in flower, very largely Southern
Marsh-orchids (Dactylorhiza praetermissa). This is a very
pleasing development after the years of really low numbers.
Another orchid, Broad-leaved Helleborine deserves a
mention here. Three new sites have been reported this year,
and the numbers at B.R.G.P. have been excellent.
Walking by the Washburn near Leathley, CH checked on a
well-known patch of Meadow Saxifrage (Saxifraga
granulata) and commented that it looked longer than usual,
ie about 7 m. long. KB also commented on the good numbers
of this plant she had seen at High Greenfield.
Our WNS visit to High Greenfield provided us with a
wonderful show of Globeflower (Trollius europaeus) down
near the beck.( HMB, NV/WNS)
A large patch of flowering Jacob's-ladder plants
(Polemonium caeruleum) was found on vegetated limestone
scree in mid-Wharfedale by BNB and CH.
Our visit to Stonelands produced a real treat in the wood
- sheets of Common Rock-rose (Helianthemum
nummularium) in flower, interspersed with clumps of
Bloody Crane's-bill (Geranium sanguineum) - really vibrant!
(CH/WNS)
AMG noticed lots of Common Whitlow-grass (Erophila
verna) in flower on the remains of old walls at Bolton Priory.
She also recorded a good show of Barren Strawberry in
Bastow near the Beacon, both in April.
Flowering Dates:
4 Jan - Snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis) had a few flowers in
Conistone churchyard - NF.
10 Jan - Over 50 Snowdrop plants flowering at Farnley - NF
5 Feb - Barren Strawberry in flower in Bastow - CH.
25 Feb - Lesser Celandine (Ficaria verna) in flower near
Grassington - CH.
25 Feb - Lesser Celandine in flower at Weeton - NF & DF.
9 Mar - Harpur-Crewe's Leopard's-bane (Doronicum x
excelsum) flowering "early for it" on Pool
Road - NF &
DF.
13 Mar - Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) flowering near Nell
Bank, Ilkley - CH & FH.
25 Mar - Blue Moor-grass (Sesleria caerulea) at Lea Green,
with lots of lovely blue flowers, also in Bastow, Primroses
budding up, and 1 nearly open - CH.
23 Apr - Mountain Pansy (Viola lutea) - CH comments on
seeing over 100 plants in flower when on the Dalesway, near
Conistone, that their earliness took her by surprise. But she
then checked her records, and found that they were
sometimes earlier. On checking our records, I found that in
the 1940s flowering was in the first week of June. In May
there were more dates for late May. In 1965, there were 1 or
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2 in flower on May 2nd, but they were "very fine" by the
27th. I have few actual dates for the 70s, 80s or 90s, but at
Yarnbury they were in flower on May 18th, then in 2010, it
was 27th. Aug!
8 Oct - Spring Sandwort (Minuartia verna) seen in flower
by Duke's Road, Yarnbury (MHA). Has it got its date wrong or its name?
27 Nov - OM found Yellow Corydalis (Pseudofumaria lutea)
in flower in her garden
13 Dec - OM reported Wood Avens (Geum urbanum) in
flower in the garden
20 Dec - Bacopa (Sutera cordata) - this plant of hanging
baskets was in flower at the street edge in Newmarket, Otley
- BNB.
25 Dec - Scentless Mayweed (Tripleurospermum inodorum)
in flower at the roadside, West Chevin - BNB. Do botanists
stop for Christmas??
25 Dec - HMB came up with a list of 28 species in flower in
her garden, of which only one, Feverfew (Tanacetum
parthenium) is a long-standing British species.
28 Dec - NV made a similar list, and counted 27 species, of
which 9 were wildflowers (a much less tidy garden than
HMB's!)
Notable Trees
Hunt-the-Buckthorn & Tissue Moths
In November 2015, David Hodgson gave a very interesting
talk to WNS members on the "Biology & Geology of
Littondale Caves". He told us about the Tissue Moth
(Triphosa dubitata), the adults of which hibernate in caves.
In Littondale, over 400 were found over-wintering in Scoska
Cave in 2013. As the food plant of this moth is known to be
Buckthorn, PM, BNB and CH decided to have a good hunt for
the tree in Scoska Wood in June 2015. Despite adding several
species to an already excellent list compiled by BNB, no
Buckthorn was found. Pale Sedge (Carex pallescens) and
Early-purple Orchid (Orchis mascula) were among new
additions in the wood as were, near the Cave, Green
Spleenwort (Asplenium viride) and Stone Bramble (Rubus
saxatilis).
Then in July, WNS visited Stonelands Farm in Littondale
(see Report by CH in the Section Outings). In the wood
there, one Buckthorn tree was found. A later visit by a small
group produced a further five more mature trees - enough
for the Scoska Tissue moths? The interesting thing is that
Stonelands Wood is opposite the southern end of Scoska
Wood, where the Cave is. In the recently published book
"Yorkshire Dales" by John Lee, he compares Scoska with
another wood further down the dale, Hawkswick Wood.
Both are rated W9 woodland in the NVC system, with Ash
(Fraxinus excelsior) dominant, and with some Downy Birch
(Betula pubescens) and Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus),
and both are NNRs. Hawkswick is on the same side of the
dale as Stonelands, ie south-west facing, whereas Scoska is
north-east facing. Lee comments that Scoska has a relatively
cool moist microclimate, whereas Hawkswick receives more
solar radiation, and is drier. Lee notes that Scoska has flush
communities at its edges, with Marsh Valerian (Valeriana
dioica), Bird's-eye Primrose (Primula farinosa) and other
wet-flush species. Presumably, conditions in Stonelands are
similar to those on Hawkswick. (It is only fair to add that
Scoska and Stonelands Woods are on the limestone scars,
whereas Hawkswick is situated below the scar, and, of
course, the woods will all have different histories. Indeed,
Lee mentions that in the years after the Second World War,
Scoska was more heavily grazed than Hawkswick.)

Is it chance that Buckthorn
is absent from Scoska? Or does
it require a rather more fertile
site, or a rather less damp one
than Scoska provides?
N.B. I can strongly recommend
Lee's book as a really good
informative read.
Botany Section Outings
ILKLEY RIVER BANK NORTH, 30th April
Leader: Bruce Brown
Our first botany meeting of the season attracted a bumper
turn-out of 20 members, obviously keen to get out and enjoy
the early spring flora. Unfortunately the weather did not
play its part - quite cold with a few showers, including some
hail - so our numbers dwindled somewhat by lunchtime. But
it did relent with a few sunny rays in the afternoon for those
determined to soldier on.
We met by the stepping stones near the Toll Bridge on the
north bank of the river, our intention being to explore along
the river-side westwards towards the Suspension Bridge.
The tree lined strip between road and river edge provides a
woodland habitat and at this time of the year was colourful
with Red Campion (Silene dioica), Primroses, Bluebells and
Wood Anemone (Anemone nemorosa), to name but a few.
Carpets of Dog’s Mercury (Mercurialis perennis), Ramsons
(Allium ursinum) and Ground-elder (Aegopodium
podagraria) were prolific, to the extent that herb species
greatly outnumbered the grasses.
Winter flooding ensures high soil fertility and species
appear and disappear over the years. This time we saw basal
rosettes of spiky Giant Hogweed (Heracleum
mantegazzianum) and in the sandy soil near Bow Beck were
a few delicate greenish yellow flowers of Yellow Star-ofBethlehem. Some of our favourites amongst the spring
flowers were spotted
- Alternate-leaved
Golden-saxifrage
(Chrysosplenium
alternifolium),
Moschatel, Goldilocks
Buttercup, Threenerved Sandwort
(Moehringia
trinervia) and Early
Dog-violet (Viola
reichenbachiana), all
a joy to see again.
One surprise was a
large boulder covered
Rue-leaved saxifrage
in the tiny plants of
Rue-leaved Saxifrage (Saxifraga tridactylites), named after
its distinctive tri-lobed leaves.
There was a grassy area protected by an embankment
along the road edge to prevent vehicles encroaching. Here
we saw Greater Burnet-saxifrage, two species of St John’swort - Hairy (Hypericum hirsutum) and Perforate (H.
perforatum), white-flowered Bladder Campion (Silene
vulgaris), escaped London Pride (Saxifraga x urbium) and
leaves of an Allium, which later in the year turned out to be
Sand Leek (A. scorodoprasum).
Close to Nell Bank a colony of basal leaves by the roadside caused some discussion, until someone remembered
that this is where the Blue Sow-thistle grows. A nearby
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willow was adorned with an epiphytic Intermediate
Polypody (Polypodium interjectum), not at all common
hereabouts. On the river edge we saw Soft Shield-fern
(Polystichum setiferum) and NF spotted Toothwort which
we’d hoped might turn up at this time of year. There is an
‘island’ here which is normally accessible via a dry section of
the river bed, but not today as it was indeed a proper island.
In fact during our visit here the river level rose 12 inches as
judged by its height up the stepping stones on our return.
Apart from the flora there were other signs of spring with
NF spotting Green-veined White and Orange-tip butterflies.
KR found a palmate newt by the river bank (an escapee from
the Nell Bank ponds?) and also showed us a riverside
boulder imprinted with fossil wood, possibly a
Carboniferous Calamites (a horsetail ancestor). Just to
conclude how plant rich this section of the Wharfe is - we
now have 187 species recorded.
Report by Bruce Brown
HIGH GREENFIELD, 11th June
Leaders: Heather Burrow, Nicky Vernon
A magical day, visiting the top of Wharfedale, with sunshine,
blue sky and white limestone! High Greenfield is at the top
of Langstrothdale, running west from Beckermonds. It is a
cul-de-sac for drivers, so a peaceful place to walk, (however,
walkers can get through to Ribblesdale). The upper valley
sides are covered in conifer plantations planted in the 1970s,
encouraged by Government policies. The time for the
extraction of mature timber is now here and, indeed, we
could hear them in action in the Low Greenfield area. The
route for timber extraction has caused several headaches,
and it has to go via Cam High Road and Gearstones. These
plantations are an important habitat for the native red
squirrel, and will be re-planted in time. (There is a point in
the western part of the plantations where two drops of rain
can fall a matter of metres apart, and one can move west to
end up in the Irish sea, via the Ribble, while the other goes
into the North Sea, via the Wharfe and the Ouse.)
Below the plantations are limestone exposures and fields
with a rich flora of calcicole plants, enhanced by flush areas
running through. Our first finds, dotted all over in the short
turf above the road were Meadow Saxifrage, Bird's-eye
Primrose and Eyebright (Euphrasia sp.) Occasional clumps
of Primroses brightened the banks, also some Lesser
Celandines and Wood Anemones, reminding us that we are
further north than usual. and at an altitude of about 300m,
where the winters are longer, and the growing seasons are
shorter.
We moved on to look at some of the flushes, and found
Melancholy Thistle (Cirsium heterophyllum), Marsh Hawk'sbeard (Crepis paludosa), Water Horsetail (Equisetum
fluviatile) and Bottle Sedge (Carex rostrata). These last two,
growing together, indicate very good water quality. Where
the wet areas were gravelly and open, there were
Butterworts (Pinguicula vulgaris), Marsh Valerian and some
of the smaller sedges, such as Long-stalked Yellow-sedge
(Carex lepidocarpa) and Dioecious Sedge (Carex dioica).
There were a lot of orchid leaves in the turf, but sadly we
were too early for the flowers.
We sat for our lunch on the banks of Green Field Beck,
with a lovely view of hundreds of Globeflowers along the
becksides, and in the meadows in carpets of gold - definitely
"plant of the day", and also patches of purple Wood Crane'sbill and white Pyrenean Scurvygrass (Cochlearia pyrenaica).
In the turf around us were plants of Small Scabious
(Scabiosa columbaria) and Hoary Plantain. Those who
ventured across the beck found the leaves of Grass-of-

Parnassus (Parnassia palustris) and also Lesser Clubmoss
(Selaginella selaginoides). Our list for the day was over 130
species - this site is always well worth a visit.
N.B. Heather's researches found that nearby
Beckermonds has a name derived from Old Norse words for
"beck" and "meet" (AD 1241 - "Beckoresmotes"), ie where
Oughtershaw Beck and Greenfield Beck join, forming the
river Wharfe. However, on many nineteenth century
inscriptions, the name appears as "Beggarman's".
Report by Heather Burrow & Nicky Vernon
ARNCLIFFE, STONELANDS, 9th July
Leader: Carmen Horner
It was a fine sunny day when nineteen members met at
Arncliffe, where we all fitted into as few cars as possible to
park nearer to the fields. MC JC and NF decided to walk and
were rewarded by seeing a stoat run across the road in front
of them.
The two meadows we were to look at are neutral
grassland. They are ready for mowing at this time of year,
but are grazed by sheep for two months in late autumn and
are then clear until early March. At the end of April they are
cleared again for the grass to grow ready for mowing in July.
We started in the field to the east, keeping to the edges so we
didn't trample the vegetation as mowing was imminent. We
climbed uphill looking by the wall and in the meadow. It is a
colourful meadow with Autumnal Hawkbit (Scorzoneroides
autumnalis), Pignut (Conopodium majus), Common
Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Crosswort (Cruciata laevipes),
Meadow Crane's-bill, Changing Forget-me-not (Myosotis
discolor) and some good patches of Yellow-rattle
(Rhinanthus minor). There were also Field Woodrush
(Luzula campestris), Spring Sedge (Carex caryophyllea) and
Yellow Oat-grass (Trisetum flavescens) and many other
grasses.
Towards the top of the field is a big steep-sided stony
depression known as 'the quarry'. This is where the stone
was taken from to repair the road before it was tarmac. Here
we were finding different plants including three Lady'smantles, Hairy (Alchemilla filicaulis ssp. vestita), Smooth (A.
glabra) and Pale (A. xanthochlora), along with Parsley-piert
(Aphanes arvensis), Harebell and, all around the quarry
sides, a lovely show of Marjoram (Origanum vulgare). Going
a little higher just before the wood, the ground became
slightly damp and Meadowsweet was growing along with
Water Avens (Geum rivale) and Devil's-bit Scabious (Succisa
pratensis). A really nice find in this area was Long-stalked

Crane's-bill. We thought this was a good opportunity for
lunch before we entered the wood, the quarry edge making a
comfortable seat overlooking the Dale.
We entered the wood by a small gate and headed up to
the east where Stonelands Cave lies in a hollow. Here we
explored the cave entrance. This is a cave for potholers and
soon gets dangerous, but the high rocky entrance looked
lovely festooned with Brittle Bladder-fern (Cystopteris
fragilis). Around the entrance area plants of note were Hard
Shield-fern (Polystichum aculeatum), Opposite-leaved
Golden-saxifrage and Goldilocks Buttercup, well past its best
but a good find.
Heading west, we were in the main Cave Wood. Here we
were finding numerous Primrose, Cowslip (Primula veris)
and Bluebell leaves which, when in flower in the spring,
would have been a treat. Various hidden gems were found,
notably Wood Crane's-bill, Hairy Violet (Viola hirta),
Common Dog-violet, Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria), Bugle
(Ajuga reptans), Dewberry (Rubus caesius) and Common
Male-fern. Amongst a good selection of trees were
Sycamore, Pedunculate Oak, Hawthorn (Crataegus
monogyna), Hazel (Corylus avellana), Blackthorn and Elder
(Sambucus nigra). Climbing higher the wood opens up to a
wonderful clearing where the terrain is very steep with
bands of limestone scree leading up to crags at the top. This
was such a treat, the limestone grassland here was a riot of
colour with Common Rockrose, Heath Bedstraw, Lady's
Bedstraw (Galium verum) and Bloody Crane's-bill being the
predominant species. An interesting find in this area was
Wild Basil (Clinopodium vulgare).
Some of us climbed up to the crag and were rewarded
with Wall-rue, Common Maidenhair Spleenwort (A.
trichomanes ssp. quadrivalens), Limestone Bedstraw
(Galium sterneri) and, overhanging the crag, was a solitary
European Larch (Larix decidua). A good find, Buckthorn,
was spotted by John and confirmed by Bruce. This is the
food plant of the Tissue Moth which overwinters in caves
around here. (At a later date four of us went searching for
Buckthorn and found five more mature trees.) It was so
beautiful and sunny amongst the flowers, most of us
couldn't resist sitting for an afternoon break before heading
back down, this time taking the western meadow. The plants
here were much the same as in the east one, but with good
patches of Eyebright and Common Figwort (Scrophularia
nodosa) by the wall.
Our thanks go to the landowner for giving permission to
visit the site.
Report by Carmen Horner

Lunch at Stonelands

STAVELEY - YWT RESERVE, 23rd July
Leaders: Colin Slator, Bob Evison
The day for our visit was fine & sunny. The only glitch was
the result of road works on our route, which resulted in a
ragged start, from which I totally failed to make my usual
head-count. However, there was a very good turn-out of
members, around 24. Staveley NR is a large wetland reserve
of nearly 80 hectares. It has been known for centuries for its
rare plants, particularly its water plants. There are two parts
to it, each surrounding a lagoon, left by quarrying for sand
and gravel. It has a good range of wetland habitats, as well
as meadow/grassland and woodland.
We were met in the reserve car park by Colin Slator, who
led us through the old orchard into South Pastures. These
have been seeded with a suitable mix and were looking
colourful. We found Musk Mallow (Malva moschata), Field
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Scabious (Knautia arvensis) and Yellow-rattle, Ox-eye
Daisies (Leucanthemum vulgare) and Lady's Bedstraw.
Walking from here to the Willow Wood, we passed a nice
old Buckthorn tree and a plant of Black Horehound (Ballota
nigra). The willows were largely Grey Willow, but included
White (S. alba) and Crack (S. x fragilis), as well as Goat (S.
caprea). In their under-storey was the graceful grass, Hairy
Brome (Bromopsis ramosa) and the two "relations" Upright Hedge-parsley (Torilis japonica) and Rough Chervil
(Chaerophyllum temulum). A special find here was Dune
Helleborine (Epipactis dunensis), a rarity, and easily
confused with the much more common Broad-leaved
Helleborine. For an orchid, it is not showy, its flowers being
greenish-white, tinged pink.
Our next stop was at the South Marsh, at the edge of the
East Lagoon. This includes some original fen. First, we
wandered over flowery short open turf, bright with Marsh
Fragrant-orchids (Gymnadenia densiflora), pink Common
Centaury (Centaurium erythraea), yellow Smooth Hawk'sbeard (Crepis capillaris), Bee Orchids (Ophrys apifera) and
Silverweed (Potentilla anserina), towards the taller
vegetation at the water's edge. Here we saw Common Clubrush (Schoenoplectus lacustris) and Water-plantain (Alisma
plantago-aquatica), Skullcap (Scutellaria galericulata),
Marsh Pennywort and
then, rarer and good to
see, Lesser Waterparsnip (Berula erecta)
and Lesser Waterplantain (Baldellia
ranunculoides). This
last gets its specific
name from the shape
of its fruits, which look very like those of a buttercup. (See
diagram.)
Here we were joined by Bob Evison, who kindly came
along to help Colin. Bob has visited the reserve a few times
each week for a good number of years. If anyone knows the
site well, it is Bob! Before moving on, we found some seats
for lunch, then moved north through the Willow Copse
towards the Upper Marsh. Along the path were colourful
patches of Marsh Woundwort, Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil
(Lotus pedunculatus), Common Fleabane (Pulicaria
dysenterica) and Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria). A
few "bays" had been taped off to reduce trampling, and here
we found some of the large numbers of Marsh Helleborines
(Epipactis palustris) on the site. It was a challenge to
identify the nearby slim-leaved umbellifer with sulphuryellow flowers, new to some of us. We learned that it was
Pepper-saxifrage (Silaum silaus). A ditch held Ivy-leaved
Duckweed (Lemna trisulca), and looking among the tall
stands of Common Reed (Phragmites australis) we could see
Bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara), Pale Persicary (Persicaria
lapathifolia) and Redshank (P. maculosa). Another Persicary,
Amphibious Bistort (P. amphibia) made rafts of pink flowers
on the open water.
We turned round to the west, to Hay Meadow Field,
where, by the path, we found a notable species of the site,
Common Meadow-rue (Thalictrum flavus), a tall plant of
wet soils. Nearby were several Twayblades (Neottia ovata)
and another tall stately plant, Greater Knapweed (Centaurea
scabiosa). More colour came from Marjoram and Kidney
Vetch (Anthyllis vulneraria), suggesting more base-rich soil.
A sedge found along the meadow path was False Fox-sedge
(Carex otrubae).
During the day, we had seen many butterflies - lots of
meadow browns, quite a few ringlets, also small skippers
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and small whites, 2 commas, a red admiral and a
gatekeeper.
Time was slipping by, so we made our way back to the
car park. Thanks to our two guides, we had had an excellent
day, and managed to see a fair amount of the riches of this
well-managed reserve. Our species count for the day was an
amazing 228! It would have been lovely to sit quietly near
the East Lagoon and hope to watch the otters, but home
called. We all wish to thank Colin and Bob for giving us such
an interesting and diverse day, also Jenny Hayward, YWT for
helping us with the arrangements.
THRUSCROSS RESERVOIR, NORTHERN END, 6th August
Leader: Bruce Brown
The northern end of Thruscross Reservoir where the infant
River Washburn flows in is a much lesser known part of the
Washburn valley, but permissive routes introduced by
Yorkshire Water have helped to make the area more
accessible in recent years, with paths encircling the whole
reservoir. At an altitude of 220 metres it is surrounded by
typical Pennine moorland country and upland farm
pastures, but the main botanical interest lies in the valley of
the river as it flows into the reservoir with seasonal
variations in water level providing summertime drawdown
zones and the specialist plants that can tolerate such a
habitat. Coniferous plantations around the reservoir are now
maturing, giving a different habitat, albeit less plant rich
under the dense canopy, but some flushes and occasional
open glades produce a number of fern species of interest.
We started near Capelshaw Bridge by the track leading to
Whitmoor Farm and were grateful to the farm owners,
contacted via Marion Wilby, for being granted permission to
park off the narrow road as around 17 members attended
our last botany meeting of the summer season. We followed
the permissive path across a couple of pastures then onto
open moorland, eventually reaching a seat and viewpoint for
the valley below. But on the day, our views were limited by
misty drizzly rain, which fortunately was to clear later,
eventually with some welcome sunshine. A descent of steep
steps led down into the valley below our feet, carried out
slowly to record the flora which had colonised this manmade habitat, slightly enriched compared with its heathy
surroundings. We saw New Zealand Willowherb, Wall
Speedwell (Veronica arvensis), Wild Thyme (Thymus
polytrichus), Goldenrod and Heath Milkwort (Polygala
serpyllifolia). A couple of fungi were also confirmed by AMG,
Slippery Jack (Suillus luteus) and Blusher (Amanita
rubescens).
The infant river at the bottom was still deep enough for
us to welcome the scaffold footbridge provided. Upstream
was a fascinating area to explore with shingle banks, grassy
flats and marshy hollows, particularly the old oxbow channel
which held a number of interesting wetland species. These
included Greater Bird’s-foot-trefoil, Lesser Spearwort,
Marsh Willowherb (Epilobium palustre), Oval Sedge (Carex
leporina), Floating Sweet-grass (Glyceria fluitans), Lady’ssmock (Cardamine pratensis), Yellow Pimpernel (Lysimachia
nemorum), Marsh Horsetail (Equisetum palustre), Marsh
Violet, Marsh Pennywort and in the water itself Bog
Pondweed and Various-leaved Water-starwort .
The forget-me-nots were of specific interest. There are
past records here for Pale Forget-me-not but as we have
found on our previous meetings at Beamsley Beacon and
Burley Moor, there is a strong likelihood that the hybrid M. x
bollandica may be present as well, and so it proved to be
here with large colonies in the oxbow and further upstream
in a ditch. This hybrid between Pale and Creeping Forget-

me-nots is
distinguishable by its
intermediate characters
between its parents and
its inability to produce
fertile seeds, so the
fruiting heads do not
mature but go brown and
die back.
A silvery coiled-up
slow-worm caught our
eye but it was not pleased
with our company and
deftly vanished into the
undergrowth before a
photo could be taken.
Whorled mint
After lunch we followed
the path along the SW side of the river leading towards the
reservoir. BNB had checked the NE side on an earlier recce
finding a couple of plants of Smooth-stalked Sedge (Carex
laevigata), but otherwise species were similar on each side,
so with time ticking on we stuck to the SW bank. In a wet
flush by the path ML discovered a small colony of Pale
Forget-me-not, definitely the rarer parent of the hybrid and
a good find. The other parent, Trailing Forget-me-not, was
not uncommon around here and we added to our tally of
forget-me-nots with Water Forget-me-not (M. scorpioides)
in large colonies and occasional plants of Tufted Forget-menot (M. laxa).
These plants occupied the silty drawdown zone as the
river gradually transformed itself into the northern arm of
the reservoir, the water level being well reduced on this
August visit. NV has recently written of the specialist plants
that can tolerate this habitat (see Wharfedale Naturalist
2009 & 2010) following earlier research by Joan Duncan and
Mary Dalby. In this location there were spreading colonies of
Amphibious Bistort, Water-pepper (Persicaria hydropiper),
Silverweed, Water-purslane (Lythrum portula) and good
numbers of Toad Rush (Juncus bufonius), Marsh Cudweed
(Gnaphalium uliginosum) and Trifid Bur-marigold (Bidens
tripartita) amongst others. A large colony of Mints included
Peppermint (Mentha x piperata = M.aquatica x M.spicata)
with flowers in terminal spikes like its Spear Mint parent;
and Whorled Mint (Mentha x verticillata = M.aquatica x
M.arvensis), its flowers in regular whorls among the leaf
axils down the stem similar to its Corn Mint parent.
Leaving the water side, the path was pretty rough as it
climbed steeply into the forest, eventually contouring at a
higher level parallel to the reservoir. It was much gloomier
here with limited plant cover at ground level, and the ferns
became more prominent with lots of Broad Buckler-fern
(Dryopteris dilatata) enjoying the more acidic conditions
created by the carpet of conifer needles. A small clump of
Common Polypody (Polypodium vulgare) grew on a stump,
and then by a wet flush IB discovered a colony of Beech
Fern, a great find and only the second we know in the
Washburn valley. Further on some members of the Scaly
Male-fern aggregate were identified - Dryopteris affinis, D.
borreri and D. affinis ssp. paleaceolobata.
Walking progress improved as the path became a forest
track and we continued south to the shoreline below High
Liar with great views across the reservoir and water-birds
swimming into deeper water at our approach. The less
common Trailing St John’s-wort (Hypericum humifusum)
was seen here. The path turned west following the reservoir
arm that drowned the old West End village and church. It
takes an exceptionably dry period for the water level to be

low enough to see the remains,
probably not since 2009 that BNB
can recall.
The path exited the plantation
and in the open light species
richness improved dramatically as
we proceeded west to return to
Capelshaw Bridge. Of note were a
Bay Willow (Salix pentandra) and
a patch of Confused Bridewort.
And so we ended our season’s
botany meetings with a good finish
of 117 plant species seen during the
day.
Report by Bruce Brown
Peppermint

Surveys
BOLTON ABBEY ESTATE SURVEY, 14th May
Leader: Roy Lingard, Head Forester
Fifteen members met up with Roy Lingard in Bolton Abbey
village car park. The day was cool and cloudy, but dry. We
then drove onto the back road towards Storiths, to an area
of Strid Woods called Park Plantation. This lies more or less
parallel with the contours, and we made a long "circular"
walk through it.
The wood had been planted around 25 years ago with
Larch and Fir trees, and later on, with more Larch and Sitka
Spruce. However, there are broad-leaved trees as well as the
conifers. At the south-east end of the site, there is a small
area of original deciduous wood, with a few good mature
trees. As a plantation, it is now well-established, and is on
acidic to near-neutral soil. The flora is not particularly
varied, but is certainly attractive, with some lovely areas
purely of Bluebells and others where their violet-blue was
mixed with the lighter shades of Wood Forget-me-not
(Myosotis sylvatica). The leaf litter was brightened by the
fresh green of tufts of Wavy Hair-grass (Deschampsia
flexuosa), just starting into flower and Wood Sorrel (Oxalis
acetosella) with its trefoil leaves and pink-veined white
flowers.
Frequent along our way were the starry white flowers of
Bog Stitchwort (Stellaria alsine) and the airy flowering
stems of Hairy Woodrush (Luzula pilosa), as well as the very
hairy and sturdy clumps of Heath Woodrush (L. multiflora).
Self heal (Prunella vulgaris) and Wood Speedwell (Veronica
montana) were common. Foxgloves (Digitalis purpurea)
were growing up, soon to flower, as were the darker green
plants of Common Figwort. Where the ground was damper,
the bright flowers of Yellow Loosestrife (Lysimachia
nemorum) and dark purple-blue spikes of Bugle caught the
eye.
A little beck crossed under the track on its way down to
the Wharfe. Its banks were dotted with Lady Fern, Broad
Buckler-fern and Common Male-fern, while Opposite-leaved
Golden-saxifrage made mats of greeny-yellow flower-heads.
We took our lunch stop overlooking Low Jemmy Plantation.
This had been clear-felled in 2012 and then re-planted with a
mixture of broad-leaved trees, so it will be an open site for a
good number of years to come.
Despite the disturbances caused to the site by felling and
clearing and then re-planting with conifers, a fair number of
plant species (actually 25) which can be considered to be
Ancient Woodland Indicators were seen to have persisted
from the original woodland. These included Hard Fern
(Blechnum spicant) and Common Polypody, Hazel and Holly
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(Ilex aquifolium), Barren Strawberry, Common Dog-violet,
Creeping Soft-grass (Holcus mollis) and Slender St.John'swort (Hypericum pulchrum). In all, our species list for the
day was over 100 species.
We have always enjoyed our days at Bolton Abbey with
Roy, and this one was no exception. Thank you for sharing
your knowledge of the estate and its trees with us, Roy. We
wish you and your wife a long and happy retirement.
OWNR Survey, 28th May
Leader: Nicky Vernon
Our visit to Otley Wetlands was in late May and
twelve members came along to help. We noticed
that the Fairy Flax (Linum catharticum) was
flowering well along the main access track, and that
Common Vetch (Vicia sativa), Meadow Vetchling
(Lathyrus pratensis) and Red Clover (Trifolium
pratense) were all looking particularly colourful.
The compartments to be recorded this year were
H - the banking to the north and west of the Access
Track, up to the footbridge, and Kiii) - the Peninsula
on the north west boundary of the reserve. H was
last surveyed in 2009, and Kiii) has not been
surveyed separately.
New Finds - in Compt. H
Thale Cress (Arabidopsis thaliana) - 1 plant. New to
Reserve
Common Ramping-fumitory - 1 plant near
footbridge. New to our recording area.
Perforate St.John's-wort - several plants. New to
Reserve
Smooth Meadow-grass (Poa pratensis) - probably
overlooked before.
Grey Willow - probably overlooked earlier.
- in Compt. Kiii)
Hemp Agrimony (Eupatorium cannabinum) - recorded by
Nevil Bowland in 2009. Now a good clump at edge of Sailing
Lake.
Bogbean (Menyanthes trifoliata) - 1 leaf (!) seen at edge of
lake by SS - excellent plant-spotting! New to Reserve.
(Actually about 3 plants, largely below water.)
Smooth Meadow-grass - as above
Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris) - young tree. New to Reserve
Grey Willow - as above
Gorse (Ulex europaeus) - 2 or 3 bushes. New to Reserve
The total numbers of species recorded were : H - 86, and
Kiii) - 88.

represent the most frequent species in the Wood and typify
its main vegetation characteristics. At the opposite end of the
scale nearly half, i.e. 109 species (40%) occur in less than 5
compartments, due to a combination of habitat requirement
and species rarity, but are nevertheless well distributed
throughout the Wood, so nearly every individual
compartment has some plants of interest.
Widespread woodland species (in 25-30 compartments)

GRASS WOOD PLANT SURVEY

Ground flora
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies
Brachypodium sylvaticum False Brome
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass
Dryopteris filix-mas Male Fern
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet
Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry
Galium odoratum Woodruff
Geum spp. Wood & Water Avens

Trees & Shrubs
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
Betula pubescens Downy Birch
Corylus avellana Hazel
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Fagus sylvatica Beech
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Larix decidua European Larch
Prunus padus Bird Cherry
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Salix caprea Goat Willow
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose

As reported in last year’s Review a full plant survey of Grass
Wood is currently ongoing, started in Autumn 2013, so this
is the second full season of surveying and it has been a very
active year with many records added and a good overall
picture of the Wood’s flora is now apparent. The survey will
be finalised later in 2016. The map shows how the Wood has
been split into 30 compartments and a fairly thorough
survey of each one has now been completed, with a number
of follow-up visits at different times of year to add extra
species that would otherwise be missed.
A total of 266 species have so far been identified. 50 of
them (18%) occur in 25 or more compartments, so
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Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell
Hypericum hirsutum Hairy St John’s-wort
Mercurialis perennis Dog’s Mercury
Potentilla sterilis Barren Strawberry
Primula vulgaris Primrose
Rubus idaeus Raspberry
Rubus saxatilis Stone Bramble
Vicia sepium Bush Vetch
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet
In the days when it was ancient woodland the dominant
trees would have been ash, wych elm, hazel and sessile oak
(Q. petraea) along with some downy birch and smaller trees.
The oak has since been largely replaced with planted
pedunculate oak. Other trees planted back in the last century
or so were beech, sycamore and conifers.
The most widespread ground level plants are typical
woodland species that can tolerate the overhead tree canopy
or fulfil their flowering cycle before the canopy becomes too
shady. The soil is predominantly calcareous in nature due to
the underlying rock, particularly where limestone pavement
is close to the surface, giving an advantage to calcicolous
species such as stone bramble, woodruff etc. Pockets of
deeper soils, more neutral in pH, occur due to glacial
deposition, and general woodland plants such as bluebells,
tufted hair-grass and wood avens become more common,
often intermingling with the calcicoles.
A more general change to neutral (and possibly
marginally acidic) soils becomes prevalent in the lower parts
of the Wood near the road (e.g. Compartments 1, 5, 10 & 12)
and on the eastern edge (Compartments 3 & 28) where a
slightly different ground flora develops, on deeper and
probably more nutrient enriched soils. Also moisture levels
can often be retained for longer in these soils. Some
examples are :
Ground flora on deeper, neutral, enriched soils

rose, etc. This combination of southern and northern
elements in the flora adds to the overall species richness and
importance of Grass Wood as a SSSI.
Species rich compartments and additional habitats
All 30 compartments contain the widespread woodland
elements above but become more species rich if additional
habitats are present. The number of species per
compartment currently varies from 76 to 143. Not
unexpectedly the smaller compartments tend to have lower
numbers particularly when restricted by dense overhead
canopy, e.g. Compartments 1, 10 & 15 with lots of mature
beech. However 14 compartments have more than 100
species each.
Dewbottom Scar (Compartment 18) has 143 species;
Gregory Scar includes two compartments – No.17 with 127
spp. and No.29 with 120 spp. The scars have open rock faces
and summits that rise above the tree canopy providing much
more daylight, thus habitats for additional rock-loving and
grassland species to utilise.
Rock faces and screes
Arabis hirsuta Hairy Rock-cress
Asplenium ruta-muraria Wall-rue
Asplenium scolopendrium Hart’s-tongue
Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair spleenwort
Euonymus europaeus Spindle
Galium sterneri Limestone Bedstraw
Hedera helix Ivy
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Rhamnus cathartica Buckthorn
Solidago virgaurea Goldenrod
Teucrium scordonia Wood Sage
Scar top & calcareous grassland

Allium ursinum Ramsons
Anemone nemorosa Wood Anemone
Conopodium majus Pignut
Ficaria verna Lesser Celandine
Galium aparine Cleavers
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Schedonorus giganteus Giant Fescue
Silene dioica Red Campion
Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle
Veronica montana Wood Speedwell

Briza media Quaking-grass
Carex caryophyllea Spring Sedge
Galium verum Lady’s Bedstraw
Helianthemum nummularium Common Rockrose
Linum catharticum Fairy Flax
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil
Poterium sanguisorba Salad Burnet
Sesleria caerulea Blue Moor-grass
Succisa pratensis Devil’s-bit Scabious
Viola hirta Hairy Violet

A National Vegetation Classification (NVC) survey of the
Wood was carried out in 2000 for Yorkshire Wildlife Trust
(YWT) and placed the Wood on the boundary between NVC
W8 “Ash woodland in S & E Britain” and NVC W9 “Ash
woodland in the N & W”. The more northerly elements of
W8 are sub-groups “e” & “g” which typify the lower and
higher parts of the Wood, respectively, as represented by the
flora groups mentioned above. The herb-rich flora and
presence of southern species like spindle, guelder-rose, wild
privet and buckthorn are typical of W8. The W9 elements
present in the Wood include the high fern and bryophyte
populations, plentiful rowan and birch, along with northern
species such as bird cherry, wood crane’s-bill, glaucous dog-

Some compartments contain areas of more neutral
grassland, as glades within the woodland or along path
sides. Often these are maintained by strimming and cutting
back the overhead canopy. This limits the dominance of
coarser grasses or bracken and maintains good light levels
for encouraging a larger number of species and increased
richness. A large glade covers much of Compartment 20 (85
species) and extends into adjacent Compartments 2 & 8.
Other examples are Compartments 11 (110 species) & 21 (116
species) with opened up path sides. Lady’s-mantles and
selfheal particularly enjoy the more open conditions and
shorter vegetation of path sides. Recent clear felling of
conifers creates areas of open ground, providing
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opportunities for colonising species to rapidly move in, often
including weedy or ruderal species along tracksides, brought
in on vehicle tyres or people’s boots. Examples are
Compartments 2 (135 species) & 30 (103 species).
Neutral grassland – deeper soils
Ajuga reptans Bugle
Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Carex pallescens Pale Sedge
Euphrasia agg. Eyebright
Festuca rubra Red Fescue
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass
Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet
Trifolium repens White Clover

Filipendula vulgaris Dropwort
Galium boreale Northern Bedstraw
Gymnadenia conopsea Chalk Fragrant
Orchid
Helleborus foetidus Stinking hellebore
Hippocrepis comosa Horseshoe Vetch
Minuartia verna Spring Sandwort
Neottia nidus-avis Bird’s-nest Orchid
Pimpinella saxifraga Burnet-saxifrage
Rosa caesia ssp. vosagiaca Glaucous
Dog-rose
Rosa mollis Soft Downy-rose
Sanicula europaea Sanicle
Scabiosa columbaria Small Scabious

Galium boreale

GroWing Well!
Aquilegia vulgaris Columbine
Convallaria majalis Lily-of-the-valley
Geranium sanguineum Bloody Crane’s-bill
Geranium sylvaticum Wood Crane’s-bill
Geum x intermedium Hybrid Avens (Water x Wood)
Iris foetidissima Stinking Iris
Melica nutans Mountain Melick
Orchis mascula Early Purple Orchid
Paris quadrifolia Herb Paris
Polygonatum odoratum Angular Solomon’s-seal
Primula x polyantha (P. vulgaris x P. veris) False Oxlip
Rosa spinosissima Burnet Rose
Sorbus rupicola Rock Whitebeam
Viola reichenbachiana Early Dog-violet
NeW records
Asplenium adiantum-nigrum Black Spleenwort
Dryopteris carthusiana
Narrow Buckler-fern
Juncus tenuis Slender
Rush
Polypodium x
mantoniae Hybrid
Polypody
Rosa x sabinii
(R.spinosissima x
R.mollis) Burnet x
Soft Downy Rose

Pathside & ruderal species
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Alchemilla spp. Lady’s-mantles
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock
Bellis perennis Daisy
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass
Plantago major Greater Plantain
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion
Veronica officinalis Heath Speedwell
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell
Speciality plants & rarities
The Wood is noted for a number of special species as well as
its overall richness, and some of these are either nationally
scarce or else rare within the Wood. So far on this survey we
can report:
Not seen (or died out)
Actaea spicata Baneberry
Campanula trachelium Nettle-leaved Bellflower
Cirsium heterophyllum Melancholy Thistle
Dactylorhiza x grandis Hybrid Marsh-orchid
Inula conyzae Ploughman’s-spikenard
Noccaea caerulescens Alpine Penny-cress
Ophrys insectifera Fly Orchid
Symphytum tuberosum Tuberous Comfrey

Narrow buckler fern

Present but limited
Allium oleraceum Field Garlic
Asplenium viride Green Spleenwort
Clinopodium vulgare Wild Basil
Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted-orchid

Soft downy rose
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Grass Wood together with its surrounding woods represents
a substantial bloc of mostly natural woodland within Upper
Wharfedale, and is one of the largest within the Yorkshire
Dales National Park, much of which, in stark contrast,
consists of rather sparsely tree covered grassland pastures.
Management by YWT and our volunteers aim to maintain
this, particularly by removal of many of the alien planted
conifers. In the felled areas natural regeneration of ash and
birch is prolific and will quickly fill the gaps except on
managed glades. Selected plantings of other native trees and
shrubs have been made to supplement natural regeneration.
Oak has been planted in some areas, but nowadays we are
concentrating more on rowan, bird cherry, purging
buckthorn, rock whitebeam, wild privet, spindle, holly and
guelder-rose. Many of these are of specific interest as food
plants for invertebrates and birds, which we are trying to
encourage. The current plant survey will hopefully help to
monitor how these changes are affecting the ground flora
(which is the basis of the SSSI designation for the Wood)
and it is intended that comparisons with past surveys will be
made on completion next year.
Report by Bruce Brown

Lesser Clubmoss and Butterwort; by the rocky beckside
were Soft Downy-rose, a hybrid willow, Salix x tetrapla,
Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris) and a bright yellow
Hawkweed (Hieracium sp.).
Climbing further up, the calcicolous vegetation gradually
gave way to heathland, as the limestone exposures became
covered by boulder clays. Here were Heather, Bilberry, two
Cottongrasses, Common (Eriophorum angustifolium) and
Hare's-tail (E. vaginatum). Slender St. John's-wort put in an
appearance, along with Green-ribbed Sedge, Purple Moorgrass (Molinia caerulea) and Hard Fern. In wetter parts
there were Bog Stitchwort (Stellaria palustris), Oppositeleaved Golden-saxifrage) and tufts of Deergrass
(Trichophorum germanicum). Of the 164 species recorded, a
further 54 were found throughout.
We wish to thank Peter Katic for giving us the chance to
explore this interesting gill, and we will be interested to see
how the plants in the exclosure fare over the coming years,
as the young trees become established, and increase the
shade and shelter.

Nidderdale AONB, Road Verges Survey

Strans Gill Survey, Upper Wharfedale, 25th June
Leader: Peter Katic
In late June, 19 members assembled to meet Peter Katic,
National Trust, Upper Wharfedale, in order to survey the top
end of Strans Gill from contour 320m. to about 370m. This
area has been fenced off since 2003, by arrangement
between the landlord (National Trust) and the tenant
farmer. Broad-leaved trees were then planted within this
area, as part of the plan to increase tree-cover in the upper
dale, starting where possible, and by agreement, with the
gills and especially their upper reaches. In the past, these
gills have been less disturbed, because of their steep sides
and more difficult access. The fence has been in place for
long enough now for differences in vegetation height and
species richness to begin to develop, and these are very
apparent, looking across to the surrounding pastures.
Peter asked us to list the plants in the fenced-off
exclosure, so as we were a big group, we divided into several
smaller ones. Gordon Haycock and a member of Harrogate
Naturalists Society, Nick Gaunt, undertook to survey the
bryophytes. The rest of us divided into 3 groups, spreading
out to cover the area. BNB's group explored the lower rocky
ravine, then worked upstream through calcareous grassland,
wet flushes and streamside habitat, with the occasional
wooded waterfall, to reach the start of the acidic heathland.
IB's group continued north to the upper limit of the
exclosure, and NV's group worked in the lower grassland
and flush areas.
In the lower rockier parts, native trees included Bird
Cherry (Prunus padus) and Blackthorn, and gave a more
wooded flora, including Sanicle, Bluebell, Wild Strawberry
(Fragaria vesca) and Cleavers (Galium aparine). In the
central section, there were drier grassy areas, wet calcareous
flushes as well as the beckside, with its large limestone
boulders, where we found a fine Wood Tiger Moth resting.
In the grassland we found Quaking-grass (Briza media) and
Meadow Oat-grass (Avenula pratensis), Agrimony and Pill
Sedge (Carex pilulifera). Where wetter, there were: a stand
of Melancholy Thistle (Cirsium heterophyllum), an
abundance of Zigzag Clover (Trifolium medium), also Water
Avens, Meadowsweet, Marsh Hawk's-beard (Crepis
paludosa) and Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris). In the
flushes were Marsh Arrowgrass (Triglochin palustris),
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For the last few years we have been doing hay meadow
surveys for Nidderdale AONB, but in 2015 I was asked if we
would like to join in a re-survey of some road verges. In
2012 - 3, a verges survey had been carried out for NAONB by
Dr. Margaret Atherden and Nan Sykes, to see if any of them
were worthy of special attention because of their floral
diversity. MA and NS had previously carried out a similar
and extensive survey on the North Yorkshire Moors. They
had summarised their findings by rating the verges on a 5point scale, with the best verges being rated Red, and the
next best Amber, the divisions being based on the
recommendations of the North Yorkshire handbook of
guidelines for grassland management, published by the
NYCC in 2008, as well as their experience.
On this basis, 30 verges were rated as being of Special
Interest (SIVs or Special Interest Verges), and of these, 15
were rated Red and 15 Amber. I committed the "hay meadow
team" to the review of 6 verges, all of them within our WNS
recording area. Four of these verges had been designated
Amber, and two Red. We worked basically with two people
to a verge, and all the sites had an initial survey in July. A
second survey will be needed in Spring 2016, to catch earlyflowering species (particularly important for woodland
verges). On each visit we had to walk the length of the
selected verge(s), recording all plant species along the way,
also to fill in a short recording form. For each species found,
a frequency rating was given, using the 5-point DAFOR
scale.
Findings to Date:
Verge . Verge Name
Rating Category
Species
no.
No.
19
Redlish
Red
Neutral grassland 143
22
Duck St Lay-by Red
Neutral grassland 59
23
Nesfield
Amber Woodland
80
24
Middleton
Amber Woodland
97
25
Weston Park
Amber Woodland
59
28
Farnley Lane
Amber Woodland
96
The verges were of varying lengths, and sometimes both
sides of the road needed to be walked, sometimes just one,
eg. No. 25. Weston Park is a mere 300m x 1 side, while No.
19. Redlish is 2 km. x both verges.

In order to evaluate the verge-scores, a system based on
the North Yorkshire SINC Guidelines published by the NYCC
(2008) is used. These guidelines give tables of representative
species for acid, neutral and calcareous grasslands, including
verges (which must be greater than 50m in length). Each
SINC site is scored 1 point for each species present, and 2 for
each indicator species. Using these scores, the NAONB
grassland SIVs can be derived by using thresholds based on
75% of the SINC score for Red verges, and 50% for Amber
verges.
However, our NAONB Co-ordinator Graham Megson
realised that these guidelines are not suitable for evaluating
woodland verges, with a different suite of species. Seven of
the 30 Nidderdale SIVs are woodland verges, and a further
one is a mix of woodland and neutral grassland (WNS have
taken on 4 of these). In November 2015, he created a list of
28 woodland verge indicator species, and scored the verges
against this. We will find out whether this proves more
satisfactory.

NT Meadowland at Deepdale
Leader: Alan Schofield
A group of BBG members, all also WNS members, offered to
help with the Threatened Plants survey in the Yorkshire
Dales. As a result, Peter Welsh, Ecologist & Wildlife
Engagement Officer for the National Trust, Yorkshire Dales,
asked us to survey some meadowland in Langstrothdale.
Two of the three meadows are SACs as well as SSSIs. The
tenant farmer asked that we should respect that the
meadows were soon to be cropped for hay, by working in
pairs-only per field, and by avoiding unnecessary trampling.
We had surveyed these fields previously in 2012, and
knew what wonderfully rich fields they are. One field, "A",
was near the Deepdale track, and the other two, "B" and "C"
were higher up the fell side. A natural drainage flush / small
beck runs down through B, then A, to reach the Wharfe. Our
task was to produce species lists for each field, rating each
species on the 5-point DAFOR scale of abundance, also
making a special record of target rare species and their
population sizes.
Our species total was 138, with A and B scoring 107 and
108 respectively. C, which has the lowest pH of the 3 fields,
around neutral, had the fewest species, at 73. 56 species
occurred in all 3 meadows.
In B, the most lime-rich according to its vegetation, we
found two of the target species, Frog Orchid - 2 plants and
Field Gentian - 6 or 7 plants. (Frog Orchid numbers do seem
to vary quite a bit from year to year, as do those of Field
Gentians.) We also found an uncommon Lady's-mantle,
Silky Lady's-mantle and a hybrid willow, Salix x tetrapla. Its
parents Tea-leaved (S. phylicifolia) and Dark-leaved Willows
(S. myrsinifolia) are both typically northern upland species,
with Tea-leaved more likely to occur on lime-rich soils. It
was only in B that we found the uncommon northern limeloving grass, Blue Moor-grass. Globeflower grew in B & C.
Yellow-rattle was frequent in all three fields, doing a
great job of acting as a hemi-parasite on the roots of the
grasses, and so keeping the sward open for smaller herbs.
Common Spotted-orchid occurred in all three fields, also a
good scatter of Northern Marsh-orchid and several good
hybrid plants, (D. x venusta ie D. fuchsii x D. purpurella). A
very pleasing number of Heath Fragrant-orchids
(Gymnadenia borealis) was found in A and B, not yet all in
flower, so not easy to notice for counting.

It is always a privilege to be given access to these
stunning meadows. We had a great day, and hope our
findings prove useful to the NT.
Burley House Field
After a request from the Friends of Burley House Field, six
WNS members met up with Brenda Parkin and Bruce Speed
on a wet afternoon in July, to get to know the layout of the
field, and to carry out a small survey, concentrating on the
grasses. Gordon Haycock had surveyed the field the previous
year, so a full survey was deemed unnecessary. It was nice
that one of the Friends, Marjorie, came along to learn a few
grasses.
The present field is probably the result of a coalescence of
two or three earlier ones. It is fairly level semi-improved
grassland, and is crossed by Wood Head Beck, also by a
public footpath. Around the sides of the beck are taller
grasses and other herbs. There are various trees, mainly at
the northern end of the site, and particularly at the back of
the houses in St. Philip's Drive. There is also an "orchard"
area to one side of the footpath.
Our group worked in pairs, each pair working a different
area and listing what was found. Twenty one species of
grasses were recorded, of which half a dozen were
widespread, namely Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris),
Sweet Vernal-grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), Cock's-foot
(Dactylis glomerata), Perennial Rye (Lolium perenne),
Timothy (Phleum pratense) and Annual Meadow-grass (Poa
annua). Two of the grasses were specialist aquatics, namely
Floating Sweet-grass and Whorl-grass. The Sweet-grass is a
common grass of wet places, but not so the Whorl-grass - a
nice find (see New Sites, Special Records). They were both in
the culvert for the beck, near the road. They are both sweet
and juicy grasses, readily grazed by cattle. Twenty eight
species of other flowering plants were recorded, including
some Yellow-rattle which could usefully be encouraged to
the benefit of the flowering herbs.
It seems odd that WNS botanists have not visited this
interesting field before. We hope to have a more
comprehensive look in a few years' time.
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Nicky Vernon
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Botany Recorder

TOO FAT TO FLY?

Tephroseris
integrifolia
ssp. maritima

(Columba palumbus)

Time was you were a rural bird, seen
gleaning the stubble, heard
clattering to roost in distant coverts or
crooning a drowsy commentary for
a village cricket match.
Now you’re top regular on my garden list,
your wildness traded for a mess of seed.
You waddle squat, stout Falstaff of the lawn,
plump-bosomed dowager or
somebody’s maiden aunt,
bulky in silky grey, prissy white collar
And unkindly shoes.
Too fat to fly.

Crowberry

Cushat, be warned,
beware the Moa’s fate:
grounded, hounded, gone.

Juvenile bank vole

No need for that. One whiff of Spring
you burst from boskage. Mount
spry as a lark – climb high,
clap wings in jubilation, pause then plunge – fanned tail, wings spread –
surfing the pull of the Earth, a perfect curve
to leafy greenness, home.

Jenny Dixon February 2015
THE ILKLEY HERON
Needing a bit of easy exercise
beside the River Wharfe,
an unexpected bonus:
prolonged views
of heron and squirrel but no camera to record!

But, wait a minute – at the end,
crossing the road bridge
back to my car,
glancing through the railings,
and there was the heron
on the other side of the bridge!

Next day, camera ready,
repeating the same walk:
road bridge to suspension bridge
and back on the other side ...
but nothing to record,
no heron and no squirrel!

Rushing down to the river bank,
camera out and ready,
heron still standing there,
just preening, head turning …
Thirty three photos later I think I've got enough!

Linda Lee
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As with last year there were very few recordings of sub-zero
temperatures and no days where the daily temperature didn’t
climb above zero at some time.
The highest temperature recorded was 32°C on 2 July, when
we had a week of temperatures around this mark.

WHARFEDALE WEATHER SUMMARY
Rainfall
Total rainfall for the year was 935mm which compares with the
base line average, since 1926, of 933mm. So just about average.
Whilst it is fresh in our minds we all remember how wet it
has been in December. To put it into context, we measured
169mm this year compared with an average of 94mm for
December since 1926.
November was also very wet, with 140mm of rain, and so the
rest of the year had below average rainfall.
What was significant was that when it did rain it often rained
heavily, with over 20mm a day.
Temperature
There was nothing remarkable about the temperature in 2015
apart from December, with an average over 7°C compared with
a December average since 1940 of just under 4°C.
The average annual temperature was 9.54°C which was the
coolest year this century apart from 2000.
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February

5.82

1.14

3.48

1

9

-3

7

28

March

8.77

2.16

5.47

1.87

14

-4

15

58

April

14.03

3.8

8.92

0.63

22

-3

6

19

May

14.39

6.23 10.31

3.26

19

-2

35

101

June

19.33

8.23 13.78 0.83

29

2

14

25

July

21.03

10.68 15.85

2.71

32

5

30

84

August

20.48

11.19 15.84

2.81

25

5

16

87

September

16.53

6.87

2.5

21

3

25

75

October

13.74

6.84 10.29 2.32

19

3

18

72

November

10.3

5.77

8.03

4.67

17

-3

32

140

December

9.32

5.13

7.23

5.45

14

-2

37

169

Average

13.29

5.79

11.7

Highest Lowest Daily Max Monthly mm

2.54

77.92
Total rainfall

Average Daily Temp 9.54

69

5

3

14

3
-3

SUMMARY TABLE
Average

17

9
2

-4

19

14

935

-2

Tawny owl chick

Bee orchid

Comma butterfly

Roe deer doe

Common spotted orchid

Roe deer buck

Mining bee Andrena
Water ladybirds

Sneezewort

Bird’s nest orchid
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Oil beetle Meloe

Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits 2015
Going Local
Following our official opening as a Local Nature Reserve in
2014, we were delighted to host a number of local groups in
2015 and help meet our objectives to raise awareness and
appreciation of the wildlife value of the site.
Civic Award
In March we were delighted when Ilkley Civic Society
presented us with an Improvement Award ‘In recognition of
the contribution to the environment of Ilkley through long
term transformation of industrial site’. We then hosted a
visit by the Society members on the 4 June. It was a glorious
evening and great to welcome so many first-time visitors.
Girl Guides
On 16 June we hosted a visit by over 30 Girl Guides from the
2ⁿd Ilkley Group (Ben Rhydding). In the weeks prior I racked
my brains as to how we could entertain a large group of 1014yr olds for 2hrs. In the end I created a self guided nature
walk with temporary signs highlighting points of interest.
Karen Shackleton and I ran between the four groups to
make sure all was ok. Many caught a glimpse of the
kingfisher which obviously heard my cue and appeared 20
seconds later. However the family of blue-tits nesting in a
box conveniently close to the path decided to fledge the day
before! Weather wasn’t conducive to butterflies and
dragonflies, but I knew we could rely on our plants, so I
created a ‘Smelly Walk’. All agreed that the sweet violet was
the sweetest, the crosswort more subtle, the ground ivy had
more complex aromas with many not finding it minty. The
wild garlic reminded a few of Pizza Hut, I guess we should
be thankful that none of them associated the smell of yellow
water lily (one of my personal favourites) with that of wine
dregs or brandy! The evening went well, there were a few
budding ecologists with a real thirst for knowledge in the
pack and others spoke of a return visit with their parents.
Bradford Botanists
On 23 July, we hosted the Bradford
Botany Group with Nicky Vernon
leading the walk. It was great to
show the reserve to many who
hadn’t visited us before, as well as to
discuss the site’s development with
people like Geoffrey Wilmore. He
remembers a very different site over
20 years ago. In all, over 160 species
were recorded on the reserve. On the
Ilkley Anglers’ site, the marsh fern
were in rude health, but the
conservation highlight was the
discovery of a new colony of broadleaved helleborine where hawthorns
had been cleared a few years
previously. It was great to have so
many expert eyes over the reserve
and increase our understanding of
what we have, and how we can
Broad-leaved helleborine
further improve our bio-diversity
A Few Other Highlights
Whilst we weren’t aware of any otter sightings, there was
evidence of otter activity and, unfortunately, mink which we
hoped we had seen the back of. The reserve also proved to
be a local hot spot for viewing little egret, with sightings in

February (2 birds), March and April and then again in
September. The annual increase in southern marsh orchids
continues to surprise, our initial estimates of over 400
flowering spikes proved way short of the mark, I conducted a
more robust count and totalled a staggering 800! including a
reasonable number of spotted orchid and hybrids. Roll on 2016!
A big thank you to the work-group for all their hard work
and enthusiasm. If you would like to join us – usually the 2ⁿd
Saturday of the month, or would like a tour of the reserve
please don’t hesitate to give me a call on 01535 647220 or email
me at parkes.steve@hotmail.co.uk

Steve Parkes
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Notes for contributors
Please send contributions to John Stidworthy, preferably by
email to john@stidworthy.plus.com. Typewriter, or even
clearly handwritten contributions can be sent by post to John
Stidworthy, 28 Queens Drive Lane, Ilkley, LS29 9QS.
Alternatively, Anne Riley j.a.riley@btinternet.com or Woodhill,
Station Road, Burley in Wharfedale, LS29 7NT can take
contributions.
Deadlines: end of December for articles and reports of
activities, end of January for Recorders’ notes, but no-one will
mind if they arrive sooner.
Format: keep it simple. If you are using a program such as
Word, just type on the page which appears when the program
starts. Do not format any margins, headers, footers etc. They
will all be changed in editing and typesetting, and unwanted
formatting may take time to remove. A single enter/return
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to be a table.
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figures over this, in articles. But use figures in lists of records.
Decades as 1920s. Common names: preferably lower case, but
recorders can use capitals if desired. Scientific names: in italics.
Photos: high resolution files are best. *from above If you want
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