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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS    MAY 2008 TO APRIL 2009 
 

 
 
SUMMER PROGRAMME – Tuesday Evening Nature Walks 
 

6 May 2008 Bolton Abbey 
13 May Addingham 
20 May  Geology of the Addingham area 
3 June Adel Dam 

10 June Nightjars and Owls at Timble Ings 
17 June Otley Wetlands 
24 June Ferns in Middleton Woods 
  1 July Fewston 

 

WINTER PROGRAMME 2008-2009 (Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm. Christchurch, The Grove, Ilkley) 

  9 Sept 2008  A Natural Miscellany   Short presentations by Members 

23 Sept    Fuzzy Forest – Fit for the Future    Brian Walker 

14 Oct   Lovely Limestone     Rob Petley-Jones 

28 Oct    Falklands, South Georgia and Antarctica   Thomas Dewdney 

    Red Kites in Yorkshire     Doug Simpson 

11 Nov    York’s Lost Moors     Julian Small 

25 Nov   Chile by the Sea      John Flood 

  9 Dec   Tooth and Claw      Mark Hamblin 

13 Jan 2008  The Haytime Project     Pippa Rayner 

    Panama Wildlife      Anne Riley 

27 Jan    Darwin, Evolution and the Galapagos   Sir John Lawton 

10 Feb   The Farm      Paul Hobson 

24 Feb   Living Landscapes     Rob Stoneman 

10 March  Norway – Land of Mountains and Flowers   Angela Henson 

24 March  Annual General Meeting and Wildlife of Yorkshire  John Hobson 

31 March  Recorders’ Evening. Highlights of 2008    

 

 

Botany Section Outings 2008 
24 Apr  Trollers Gill 
  8 May  Kex Gill area 
22 May  Park House Farm, Second Visit 
  5 June  OWNR Survey 
  7 June  Gait Barrows NNR – BSBI Training 
19 June  Deepdale Hay Meadows 
10 July  Struff Wood, Bolton Abbey Estate 
17 July  Knipe Scar, Limestone Grassland 
  4 Sept  Mid-Wharfedale on Open Access Land 
 

Geology Field Trips 2008 (Neil Aitkenhead) 
10 June  Holden Beck to Addingham 
12 Aug  Littondale, Fossils in Cosh Beck 
30 Sept  Greenhow Mining Area 

 

Birding Days 2008  
12 April  Tophill Low 

  8 May  Grimwith Reservoir 

22 May  Potteric Carr 

  5 June  Malham Tarn and Malham Cove 

25 Sept  Blacktoft Sands and North Cave 

16 Oct  Old Moor 

 

Microscope Evenings Clarke Foley Centre  

First Tuesday of each month from October to March at 

7.30pm. 

 

 

 

Summer Visits 2008 
  3 May  Washburn Birds in Spring 

28 June  Coach Outing to Potteric Carr 

  5 July  Nethergill Farm, Oughtershaw 

  8 July  Butterflies at Stainburn Forest 

12 July  Otley Wetlands NR – Open Day 

20 July  Sun Lane – Butterflies and Flowers 

22 July  Dragonflies at Timble Ponds 

31 July  Rodley Nature Reserve 

 

Fungus Foray 
21 Sept 2008 Bastow Wood 

 

Winter Coach Outing 2008 
29 Nov  Martin Mere Wildfowl and Wetland 

Trust Centre and Bird Fair 

Coffee Morning  

Saturday 1
st
 Nov 2008 

10am to 12 noon, Clarke Foley Centre, Ilkley.  

 

Bolton Abbey – A Winter Walk Winter 
Sat 10 Jan 2009  

 

Supper and Social Evening 
Fri 20 Mar 2009 7.30-10pm. Clarke Foley Centre 
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2008 REVIEW 

 

Once again I find myself writing this Foreword 

against the backcloth of a disappointing summer 

which produced very few ‘real’ summer days and 

rather too many wet and cool spells. Nonetheless, 

the same cannot be said of our Society about 

which the word ‘disappointing’ would be wholly 

inappropriate as we continue to develop, thrive 

and diversify our activities, hopefully for our own 

enjoyment, learning and development but also for 

the benefit of the wildlife of Wharfedale. I 

continue to believe that we must now be one of 

the most successful natural history voluntary 

societies in the UK, and this splendid Review is 

testament to the range and depth of our activities 

and the enthusiasm and commitment of so many 

of our members. My thanks to David Leather and 

Anne Riley for producing this impressive 

publication.    

 

The indoor winter meetings continued to be very 

well attended with numbers probably increasing 

so that in excess of 150 now appears to be the 

norm. We were again treated to several 

presentations from our own members all of which 

were very well received as usual. There was 

however one in particular that is deserving of 

special mention not least because it represented 

the end of an era. Freda Draper’s ‘The 

Wildflowers of Britain’ in the 2007-8 season was, 

at her own request, her last full presentation to the 

Society. Freda gave the first of her talks in 1960 

and has been a regular performer (some 28 

times!), since then. Freda’s talks, supported by 

brilliant slides and her amazing depth of self-

taught natural history knowledge, will never be 

forgotten by those who were priviliged to listen to 

her over the years.  

 

We aim for a variety of lectures, but with a 

concentration on UK and local natural history 

topics, and the many appreciative comments from 

members suggests that the mix is about right! An 

innovation of having two different speakers with 

half an evening each appears to have been very 

well received, and more of these are planned for 

the future. Nearly all our external speakers are 

moved to comment on the size and enthusiasm of  

 

the audience and the impressive nature of the 

venue – on this latter point our thanks are again 

appropriate to Christchurch for all their support 

and assistance through the year. 

 

John Hobson’s fascinating set of Microscope 

Evenings were much appreciated by the 

‘afficionados’ and also by the new attendees who 

always seemed to come again –- which can’t be 

bad!     

 

The Summer Programme was again full of variety 

and innovation and excellent attendances (as I 

have said before almost to the extent of being a 

problem!) and on the whole the events fared quite 

well given the overall inclement weather of the 

season. The Ornithology, Botany and Geology 

programmes were all well supported as were the 

Special Visits and the Tuesday Evening walks, 

notwithstanding the fact that the Timble Ings 

‘Nightjars and Owls’ walk distinguished itself by 

producing neither! The visit to Nethergill Farm at 

Oughtershaw deserves special mention both 

because the weather was dreadful but more 

particularly because members and owners Chris 

and Fiona Clark made everyone so welcome and 

so impressed us with their vision and hard work 

that it produced a thoroughly memorable day. As 

usual my thanks to all those who produced and 

hosted events in the Summer Programme not least 

of course Anne Riley for her cajoling and 

organisation to bring it all together. 

 

Thanks should also be extended to Christine 

Hobson, and the many people who assist her, for 

giving our fund-raising Coffee Morning a new 

lease of life to the extent that money raised for our 

conservation activities easily beat the previous 

record. Similarly the Annual Dinner was a most 

enjoyable evening thanks to Christine’s 

organisation and Margaret Hutchinson’s after-

dinner reminiscences but, given that the 

attendance was somewhat disappointing, we will 

be trying something different for 2009. 
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Our summer and winter coach outings, to Potteric 

Carr and Martin Mere respectively, were well 

supported no doubt thanks to Joan Armitage who 

who now runs these events most effectively. 

 

Our Recorders have yet again put in some sterling 

work through the year and in the production of 

this Review – they are our bedrock and I am 

immensely grateful to them. The Society is also 

fortunate in having Officers and other Committee 

members who are wonderfully supportive and 

committed to the achievement of our objectives 

and the development of our work. 

 

Our own conservation effort is now running at a 

level which must be unprecedented in the 

Society’s history. Not only are we very actively 

involved in conservation management at four 

Nature Reserves (my thanks of course to all our 

wonderful volunteers) but we are also able to put 

our financial reserves to good use through funding 

beneficial projects throughout Wharfedale – this 

is an aspect of our activities that has really taken 

off this past year or two and I believe we can be 

rightly proud of the extent to which we are now 

‘making a difference’ on our local ‘patch’. We 

have always been strong on achieving our first 

objective, namely recording, but at the present 

time we are also more than fulfilling our second 

objective, namely the promotion of nature 

conservation, and this is now an aspect of our 

activities of which we can be rightly proud. 

 

Financially we are in a very healthy state hence 

our ability to fund conservation projects as 

outlined above – many thanks to our Treasurer, 

John Schwarzenbach, for his careful husbandry of 

our Accounts and for his management and 

administration of our conservation grant funding. 

 

Membership has been steady, at just under 500 for 

some three years, although this statistic hides a 

good deal of movement in and out each year 

which I take to be the sign of a healthy Society, 

always trying to experiment and try something 

different. If we can continue at this level, or 

thereabouts, then I think that will be an 

achievement in itself.   

 

Last but not least my thanks to all our members, 

whether active or less so, for all their support 

through the year. It is the members, as well as the 

wildlife, that makes all our efforts worthwhile. 

The atmosphere at meetings, walks etc never fails 

to be positive, friendly and enthusiastic 

accompanied by a willingness to learn. It is my 

earnest wish that we keep our Society moving in 

its present healthy direction not least because the 

threats to our wildlife have never been greater 

and, at the local level, we really do therefore have 

an ongoing responsibility to try to help. 

 

   

 

 

Peter Riley 

President 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WILDLIFE AROUND OTLEY 

 

Otley’s Cliff Terraces   In the older parts of Otley are rows of beautiful terraced houses, many built in late 

Victorian times. These long lines of continuous stone, especially the taller three-storey ones, are treated 

exactly like cliffs by many species of birds. In the shelter of the eaves nest house sparrows and starlings, both 

species now declining in many areas. Another cliff nester, the jackdaw, will sometimes use the large 

chimneys to build its stick nest. Kestrels occasionally roost on the windowsills, regarding them as handy 

ledges. 

  However the most dramatic species of all is the swift, the last of the 

summer migrants to arrive from Africa. From the first week of May 

groups of these dark brown, scythe-winged birds rush at fantastic 

speed along the sides of the terraces screaming loudly. They eat only 

flying insects and are attracted to areas of low atmospheric pressure, 

often flying low beneath storm clouds to catch insects brought out by 

the rain. They once had the reputation of bringing bad weather and 

were known as ‘devil-birds’. 

  At dusk they spiral higher and higher until they vanish from sight 

although even then their screams drift faintly back to earth. They are 

now thought to roost on the wing. 

  A few lucky people will have swifts breeding under the eaves and 

fights have been recorded with sparrows and starlings for possession 

of nest sites. They lay a single brood of two or three eggs in a nest of 

straw and a few feathers stuck together with hardened saliva. Once hatched the activity around the nest 

increases with constant visits from adults bringing in ‘food-balls’ of insects. The young grow rapidly and 

once fledged and airborne will probably not land again until they come back to nest in their turn the 

following year. 

  Around the first week of August the swifts are suddenly gone, their absence not noticed at first because for 

us the summer is still in full swing. The cliff terraces are left quieter and duller places. 

 

Predators along the Wharfe   Take a summer walk along the Wharfe from the white bridge at the far end of 

Otley’s Wharfemeadows Park and you are likely to see dazzling displays of colour, albeit on a small scale. 

  Perched on bankside vegetation early in the day, then in flight low over the 

water once the temperature has warmed up, may be banded demoiselles – 

brilliant blue-green damselflies distinguished by dark blue bands across the 

wings and their flitting butterfly-like flight. 

  Diversions from the riverside round the pond at Gallows Hill and the 

lagoons at Knotford Nook are likely to reveal dozens of bright blue 

damselflies, many flying in tandem then perching on vegetation at the 

water’s surface while the female lays eggs, with the male still attached and 

holding himself vertically above her. Careful examination of the body 

patterns could show three different species: common blue, azure and blue-

tailed damselflies. Occasional emerald or large red damselflies or common 

darter dragonflies may provide other colours. Now and again a much bigger 

blue and black southern hawker dragonfly, an amber winged brown hawker 

or a broad-bodied chaser, a dragonfly with a wide blue body looking rather 

like an enormous blue bee, may cruise past. 

  These beautiful insects have their savage side. They are predators of 

smaller insects like flies, mosquitoes and midges. They catch them, slice off 

their wings and devour their prey often while still in flight. 
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  The adults we see are in their final few weeks of life. They will already have spent several years as larvae 

beneath the water developing slowly and lying in wait to ambush tadpoles, small fish, snails and other insect 

larvae. 

  Look at these tiny predators flashing past and think what you might have made of their mighty ancestors 

300 million years ago, flying towards you at 40 mph on two foot wide wings! 

Toads Peak at Otley’s Gallows Hill   Gallows Hill Nature Reserve, just outside Otley along the Pool Road, 

is one of only four important toad breeding sites in the Leeds area. 

  On 28
th
 March this year, after a talk on amphibians by 

Kerry Fieldhouse, the Leeds Species Conservation 

Officer, about two dozen people headed for Gallows 

Hill for the annual toad count. Conducted by torchlight, 

the count was necessarily a slow process, to avoid 

treading on the toads which move along the paths 

towards the two ponds at the eastern end of the reserve. 

Unfortunately, due to the cold weather in the preceding 

week, the count was low, only about 50, almost all 

small males and on the paths rather than in the water. 

The larger females had not yet emerged. However, as 

the temperature rose over the next week (Toads need 

night air temperatures of above 10°C to start breeding) 

the numbers mounted rapidly with more females and an 

increasing proportion in the water. Those on the paths now included a few pairs where females, plodding 

along, had been waylaid and forced to carry opportunistic males. 

  The count peaked at over 900 on 4
th
 April. 90% of these were in the water with lots of pairs, much frantic 

activity and high pitched chirruping from the normally silent toads. There were some toad balls where an 

unfortunate female had ended up in the centre of a group of males. Reproduction is stressful and mortality 

can be high. 

  Within a couple of days long double strings of eggs had appeared among the aquatic plants near the pond 

edge. These would take two or three weeks to hatch into tadpoles. 

Denis O’Connor 

 

 

 

PROBLEMS WITH INJURED WILDLIFE 

 

Whilst most vets are only too happy to help with the healing of injured wildlife there are one or two 

problems involved that might not seem obvious at first. Getting hold of the creature can be difficult. People 

bringing an injured bird of prey that they are holding quite correctly with its body carefully wrapped in a 

towel, tend to hand it over feet first! The claws make contact with the vet’s hand and promptly lock on hard. 

Let me tell you it is very painful, and once locked on they stay that way for what feels like forever. 

  The other things birds bring with them are lice! Not small inactive creatures that stay put but things the size 

of your little finger nail that can run at a rate of knots. They disappear up your overall sleeve or down your 

collar, and for all I know some of them are still around me. Two of us suffered an invasion of the things 

when a flock of swifts were brought to the surgery once after smashing into car windows when following a 

swarm of flies on Lower Brook Street. The knocked out birds were easily dealt with, as soon as they could 

see straight they were thrown into the air, and off they went, minus the lice of course, we got those. 

  Leaving aside the obvious problem of handling, our biggest headache is anaesthesia. What suits a fox does 

not suit a bird; the cat family is difficult as well. Faced with a wriggling snake caught up in plastic I rang a 

reptile specialist vet. ‘Quite simple,’ said Dr. Jackson cheerily ‘Stick it in the fridge for half an hour. Make 

sure it is the lower bit, put it in the freezer by mistake and it comes out looking like a French loaf, and it’s a 

gonner!’ Should any reader give this method a try, do let me know if it works as I decided against the idea. 

Two nurses held it down firmly instead. 

  Hedgehogs caught up in netting used to be a common problem. Now I think there are sedatives for them. 

Years back we were stumped for a method of anaesthetising them until one vet had the bright idea of holding 
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the firmly curled up creature in a cloth and putting a mask as close to its nose as possible. Seating himself 

close to the machine he turned on the gas and waited. 

  The method worked. When the nurse went in to the room to check, she found the hedgehog still firmly 

curled up, but now fast asleep. Unfortunately so was the vet.  

 

Pam Braithwaite 

WILLOW WARBLERS 

 

And suddenly, they’re here! 

Where wood meets moor, my path 

Is way-marked with their singing. 

 

Two month ago, these singers, 

Neighbours to bulbuls and to honeyguides, 

Foraged acacia scrub; 

Then suddenly, they left, 

 

Starlit specks 

They skimmed earth’s curve to land 

Precisely here, 

To trim our oak woods 

With their wisps of song. 

 

Are they our visitors  

Or travellers returned? 

England or Africa, 

Which is their home? 

 

‘The question’s wrong. 

I know no here or there, 

My home some leafy rooms, 

A corridor 

                of air.’ 

Jenny Dixon 

 

 

LIFE HISTORY OF THE PUSS MOTH 

 

On 13
th
 June 2006, Freda Draper rang me to say she had caught a Puss Moth, probably a male, in the trap last 

night and it was sitting on a log if I wished to photograph it, which I duly did. It wasn’t until I looked at the 

pictures on the computer that I saw the eggs! 

  On 21
st
 June they hatched – Freda found the tiny black caterpillars crawling all over the 

mantelpiece. Very carefully, she rounded them all up and put them in a container with some   

sallow leaves. 

  On 23
rd

 June, Freda gave me five caterpillars to take home. One was dead on arrival. I 

gave them a mixture of willow leaves – sallow from Freda’s and willow from our garden. 

Two caterpillars failed to thrive, and died, but the remaining two changed their skins on 27
th
 

June.  The tiny caterpillars were now red! 

  On 5
th
 July, the caterpillars changed their 

skins again and emerged green with a dark 

saddle. 

  On 12
th
 July, one caterpillar had changed its skin, but the 

other looked quite poorly and lethargic. However, by the 

13th it was fine – it had just been changing its skin!  
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  By 15
th
 July, the caterpillars had huge appetites and were growing rapidly. Under Freda’s instructions, I 

gave them a nice piece of bark in readiness for making their cocoons. 

  On 21
st
 July, the caterpillars underwent a dramatic change in skin colour from green to maroonish-brown – 

whereas green is a good camouflage whilst the caterpillars are feeding on the foliage, brown is much better 

when preparing to pupate. In the wild, they would move either to the bottom of their forage tree, or to 

another altogether – probably so that the pupa avoids predators which may have got used to juicy caterpillars 

in the foliage! 

  No more feeding now, and the first caterpillar started making its cocoon – 

a mixture of sticky silk and chewed-up bits of bark. This one also made a 

tent of leaves. Once inside the cocoon, the caterpillar will make its final 

skin change and become a pupa.The second caterpillar was just 24 hours 

behind. The cocoons on their bark were stored in a plastic container which 

lived in our cool hall. 

  Emergence of the adult moths should have been in the following May, but 

May 2007 came and went, as did June – nothing happened! 

  I gave the container to Freda just in case they emerged whilst we were 

away in late April 2007 and then again in May. 

  I kept the paper in the box damp. At one stage I found green mould growing all over the cocoons and 

thought they were probably dead, so I wiped it off and cut down on the watering. I forgot about them for 

weeks on end. Then in spring 2008, I started watering again, reasoning that the cocoons would be very hard 

to break out of if dry! I even held them under the tap to simulate a downpour, and listened to see if I could 

hear any scratching from inside.  

  We were on holiday again in late April 2008, and I forgot to check the box for a few days on return. On 4
th
 

May 2008, when I looked inside the box, I noticed a brown stain on the paper and thought the cocoons had at 

last started to rot. One of them even looked damaged. Then a little bell rang in my head – brown stain – 

emergence fluid? Expecting to find a dead moth and rebuking myself for not checking for a few days, I lifted 

the paper. There underneath was a moth, bedraggled and surely dead! But no – he was alive! I hastily took 

him outside on his bark and grabbed the camera. It became apparent that he (he got annoyed and showed his 

feathered antennae) was perfectly all right, and had probably emerged that morning. I kept him safe until 

evening, and then put him outside on his bark from where he flew at dusk. 

  On 5
th
 May 2008 I assumed that the second cocoon would be dead (the moths 

should have emerged 12 months ago), and didn’t think to check until 8.30 the 

next morning.There was a moth, just out of the cocoon! 

  How does the moth get out of such a hard cocoon? The pupa apparently has a 

sharp process on its head with which it punctures 

the cocoon. The adult moth then somehow splits 

the cocoon and then secretes an acid (possibly 

formic acid) [or possibly potassium hydroxide] 

which softens the silk of the cocoon so that it can 

safely push through the hole.The wings are not 

crumpled, but need to be inflated. The moth pumps haemolymph into the wings 

starting at the base. It took a little over ten minutes to inflate the wings 

completely. 

  The wings of all moths are inverted at this stage and held butterfly-like over the 

back to dry. This stage took about ¾ hour. The wings then snapped back to the 

‘moth’ position. Another hour or so, and the yellow colour had gone (? dried off) 

and the beautiful white puss moth revealed. At dusk, I took him outside on a piece of wood and waited whilst 

he whirred his wings, squirted out more emergence fluid (pink!) and finally took off and away, hopefully to 

find a female and start the cycle over again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Riley 
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SMALL WONDERS IN WHARFEDALE 

OR BRYO-DIVERSITY – IT’S THE FUTURE! 

 

‘You are never more than 5m from a bryophyte’ so the famous saying goes. Ok it’s not a real saying but is 

undoubtedly true! Bryophytes (mosses and liverworts) are robust survivors, readily adapting to the man-

made environment and existing in all British terrestrial habitats, often as the 

most diverse component of the flora. These diminutive plants are sometimes 

over-looked – but invest in a hand lens, and a whole new aspect of the 

botanical world is revealed. Mosses and liverworts are arguably some of the 

most beautiful and colourful plants in the British Isles, and they can be found 

right on your doorstep all year round (in my case, literally!). 

There is a long tradition of bryologising in the Pennines. The weavers and 

cloth merchants of West Yorkshire and East Lancashire used hand lenses to 

inspect fabric in their daily working lives; at the weekends these lenses were 

employed to study and describe the mosses and liverworts around them. Lively 

bryology societies emerged, based on bryophyte hunting expeditions and 

further study (and shows!) in local public houses afterwards. Their studies 

rivalled those being undertaken at Kew and other learned institutions at the 

time, and new species were regularly described. 

Mosses and liverworts tend to thrive in cool, moist habitats; consequently the 

British Isles, and the Pennines in particular, have the perfect climate and we 

live in what could be termed a ‘bryo-diversity’ hotspot with over a thousand 

species in all. People are often daunted by this diversity and the perceived 

‘difficulty’ of the group, however, there are a number of widespread and easily 

identified species in Wharfedale which provide the beginner with a good start. 

For those who wish to learn more about these plucky little plants, Ron Porley 

and Nick Hodgetts’ book, ‘Mosses and Liverworts’ (a Collins New Naturalist 

publication), is a fascinating and very readable introduction.  

I would be very interested to receive any bryophyte records from members – if you are not sure what the 

bryophyte is, please collect a small sample (making a note of the date and location) and I will endeavour to 

identify it and let you know – 2 or 3 single sprigs will be plenty. We will be running a bryophyte outing in 

2009 to help people to discover and identify these fabulous little plants, and a session with the Microscope 

Group later in the year. 

Gordon Haycock 

 

 

NEW SPECIES DISCOVERED ON FUNGUS FORAY  

 

During the WNS Fungus Foray on 21
st
 September in Bastow Wood, Dr Tom Hering found an interesting 

Milkcap among Common Rockrose, with flesh staining orange/red which he was not able to identify to 

species. He took an excellent photograph and members saw the Milkcap displayed at the end of the foray. 

Joan Powell had chosen this venue especially because fungi associated with rockrose have attracted 

considerable interest in recent years. 

  Later Tom identified it as Lactarius picinus, but this is ‘a montane species of continental Europe, associated 

with Spruce (Picea sp.)*’ – certainly not a description of the Bastow Wood habitat. Tom believes it to be the 

first British record; however, in the light of further research and DNA evidence, it may yet turn out to be 

something different! There may be others from other parts of the country yet to be confirmed, but it is an 

exciting and important find in our locality. 

 

*Checklist of British and Irish Basidiomycota (2005) 

x 3 
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See photograph on colour pages. 

Audrey Gramshaw 

 

 

HEDGEHOGS: THE NEXT INSTALMENT 

 

In answer to my wistful plea at the end of my article in last year’s Wharfedale Naturalist, other members did 

volunteer to keep a lookout for hedgehogs in their gardens and, if possible, do some systematic observation. 

Alas, it was a poor season and, of our group, one member saw two hedgehogs, two saw one and the rest 

none. Nobody except me had the chance for extended observation. My own summer was disrupted by a 

period in hospital, but I did manage to keep fairly full notes over May, the second half of July, and August, 

during which time I marked twelve individuals: two or three eluded me. Of course, I only watched for a 

couple of hours around dusk – there may have been other, later visitors. Nevertheless, it seemed worth 

writing up a short report here and hoping for better things next year! 

   I am particularly fortunate in having an outside 

light which illuminates the part of the lawn where 

the bird feeders are situated. The dropped seed 

naturally attracts the hedgehogs and I supplement 

this with little piles of food and a bowl of water. I 

can then sit comfortably in our garden room with 

binoculars poised and have a clear view of the 

action. Again, I used Tipp-ex to mark each 

individual with a unique set of dots, gave each a 

name and kept a journal of their visits and 

behaviour. All this sounds very neat and well 

organised. In practice it’s sometimes impossible 

to read the marks when a hog races across the 

lawn intent on its own urgent business; I was 

caught out by pale ghost marks only visible at 

certain angles – probably left over from last year; 

and, intriguingly, someone else was also marking their hogs – and now and again an animal appeared with a 

combination of this code and mine! 

   Nevertheless, I did make some useful observations. After snow and frost in March and a cold, miserable 

April, the hedgehog season started late: my first sighting was on 26
th
 April (compared with 28

th
 March in 

2007). I marked my first hog on the 28
th
 calling it Persephone in honour of the goddess of Spring, and the 

second on 29
th
 April. However, later on this same evening it became apparent that Persephone was in fact 

Percy as the two animals began the slow, cautious circling dance that constitutes hedgehog courtship. I called 

the little female Posy and she remained a constant visitor throughout May, but, alas, no juveniles were in 

evidence – perhaps I missed them.  

   One of the questions that interested me last year was that of aggression. Was there some kind of hierarchy 

among the population that ranged through my garden and, if so, what determined it. My 2007 observations 

were confirmed. Hedgehogs generally dislike getting close to each other, except for courtship, of course. The 

provision of feeding stations brought them together and there were a number of food-related skirmishes – 

over as soon as one animal backed down. There did seem to be a hierarchical pattern here: among the trio of 

regulars in late July, Natty, the smallest, faced down Peg, and both saw off poor Tig who was the largest. 

Another factor – determination, age, sex, health – was involved here. Generally little Posy was tolerated by 

all the others.  She seemed curious about other hedgehogs, approaching them with snout outstretched, 

sniffing vigorously, then moving back and forth a few jerky steps at a time before going off to feed. On the 

other hand, poor Patter, a large ambling creature, was roughly barged by everyone.  

   Then there were the few individuals that seemed particularly pugnacious: last year Biffo, this year Buster. 

Both were intermittent visitors, tended to race about the lawn rather than settling to feed, and attacked any 

other hog present – often barging it right off the lawn and returning to the attack several times if the 

vanquished showed signs of uncurling and creeping away. My theory is that these were males with a wider 

range, on the look out for receptive females: but this may just be my own biased judgement! 

Photo: D Alred 



12 

  Again I was struck by the large number of animals that use my garden and by the nomadic and shifting 

nature of this population. I hope to continue watching next year and, again, would be most grateful for some 

collaborators. I’d also love to know who the other Ben Rhydding hedgehog marker is. Perhaps we could 

work out a shared code! 

Jenny Dixon 

HALCYON DAYS  

 

A brilliant flash  

as it erupts into view:  

electric blue-green,  

shooting off,  

straight as an arrow,  

low over the river  

and out of sight.  
 

But the memory lingers  

in the mind’s eye:  

that dash of rich chestnut –  

a Van Gogh rapid dab,  

against intense turquoise.  

How many sightings  

in a lifetime? ... Just six. 
  

Rewind the memories:  

the fishing Kingfisher,  

poised on a branch – 

triggered into action,  

plunging into the water,  

emerging in a second,  

a silver fish in its dagger bill. 
  

Once, just by chance,  

glancing at the exact spot,  

‘Look, over there!’  

But the others missed it:  

the tantalising glimpse  

of the brightest bird in Britain –  

happy days!  

Linda Lee  
 

KINGFISHER: ‘The species is doing reasonably well nationally with a 19% increase in England since 1994’ John 

Flood, The Wharfedale Naturalist, Review of the year 2007 

 

 

OTLEY CHEVIN FOREST PARK 
 

Two years ago I was looking for an area to study and to make a plant list, and Nicky Vernon suggested 

Otley Chevin. Of course it was never intended that I should look at the whole of the Chevin, at least not to 

begin with. But it’s amazing how things gradually evolve, possibly because there was no obvious boundary 

to work to, until one reaches the boundary of the Chevin Park itself. So I suppose that’s how it came about. I 

spent the first twelve months looking at the ground flora – flowers, grasses, sedges, rushes and ferns. On the 

face of it the Chevin wasn’t expected to be a particularly exciting area for botany with its acidic sandstones 

outcropping as a steep scarp overlooking Otley. But the plant numbers mounted up to over 220 species in 

that first year, their variety being increased by the different habitats occurring – heathland, woodland, 

meadow, wetland, hedgerows and roadside casuals. 

At this point a brief look back at the history of the Chevin might be appropriate. It is unlikely that any 
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ancient woodland persists. Most of the Chevin was commoners’ land by Anglo-Saxon times, used for animal 

grazing and would have been generally moorland and bare of trees especially the flatter summit areas. The 

steep scarp was littered with boulders and crag which were the subject of intense quarrying for good quality 

gritstone (some of which came to be used in the foundations of the Houses of Parliament). So any area of 

woodland would have been much affected by man and may only have persisted as small pockets in isolated 

places, such as maybe the Holbeck ravine. It was only after the Enclosure Acts in the 18th century that 

woodlands could be created. The mixed oak and beech woods we now see above the White House were not 

planted until 1865. Danefield and Caley were maintained as a deer-park from around 1787 and its mature 

timber was felled in the Second World War. So it was not until the early 1950s after the land was donated to 

Otley Town Council that the plantations we see today were begun. But we will come back to the trees later. 

The notable woodland plants are bluebell, wood sorrel, climbing corydalis, foxglove, ramsons, greater 

stitchwort, broad buckler-fern and various male ferns, and there is no shortage of bramble, creeping soft-

grass and tufted hair-grass, especially in the plantations. Under the dense beech canopy the flora is pretty 

limited. Indicator plants for ancient woodland are slightly contentious, but I think it is interesting that no 

wood anemone appears to be present on the Chevin, and the only limited populations of dog’s-mercury and 

yellow archangel occur in the Holbeck ravine, and not far away are sparse patches of hairy woodrush, which 

might indicate some continuous woodland cover in this small area. 

Chevin Top and the unplanted parts of Caley show typical heathland or moorland vegetation with lots of 

heather, bilberry (juicy berries in season!), heath bedstraw, sheep’s-fescue and common bent, but strangely 

very little crowberry. The damper spots have heath rush, Molinia, green-ribbed and common sedges, a little 

cross-leaved heath and there is a nice colony of bog asphodel. Cow-wheat also occurs. Interestingly in the 

Middle Ages bracken was a prized plant and people were fined if they attempted to cut it too early and so 

weaken it! It was burnt to yield potash, used to make soluble soap for local wool textile processing. What 

was left was collected for animal bedding in winter. Nowadays it is considered invasive especially in the 

more open areas and is difficult to control. But it is increasingly being usurped by another invasive, the alien 

Himalayan Balsam, which is spreading rapidly over Caley and Danefield. Do we leave them to fight it out or 

try to man-manage the situation? 

Yorkgate Pond has some interesting water plants – greater and lesser spearwort, round-leaved crowfoot, 

yellow iris, purple-loosestrife, branched bur-reed, water fern amongst others, but on the down side also some 

Crassula helmsii. One or two meadows have been acquired, and being largely unimproved and no longer 

grazed, contain an interesting flora. One small field next to Yorkgate was a riot of colour when I visited last 

June. Amongst the 50 species noted were tufted vetch, bird’s-foot trefoil, self-heal, yellow rattle, ox-eye 

daisy, a few sedges, common spotted orchid and northern marsh 

orchid, and even a couple of bee orchids.  

But let’s return to the trees as it is a Forest Park after all. 

Winter is a good time to study conifers and I managed to 

identify nearly 40 species. Some are planted in bulk such as 

Scots pine, lodgepole and Corsican pines. Also there’s a lot of 

western hemlock, a beautiful tree that if given a little space has 

sprays of foliage right down to ground level. But variety was 

obviously much in the minds of the earlier foresters Reg and 

Keith Rawling and they have provided for us a wonderful array 

of splendid conifers – Douglas fir, grand fir, possibly the 

biggest and the most magnificent of the trees in the Park, 

aromatic western red-cedar, graceful deodar cedar, huge 

individual columnar Leylandii. A cypress grove was planted to 

depict many of the cultivars available for Lawson’s, Sawara and 

Monterey cypress. Many specimen pines were planted to give 

examples of two-, three- and five-needled species, such as the 

graceful Bhutan pine and Monterey pine with its large heavy 

cones. 

I could go on but must mention the broad-leaved trees which I 

followed up over the summer. Chippendale Ride was created to 

commemorate Otley’s famous carpenter with the trees down each side representing types of wood he would 

have worked with and including a lime tree donated by the Queen. The plantations contain a lot of oak, red 
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oak, beech, sycamore, sweet chestnut. More unusual trees include hornbeam, southern beech, balsam poplar, 

black hybrid poplar. Acers are well represented with Norway and common maple, silver maple with its 

finely cut leaves, sugar maple popularised on the Canadian flag, and a number of snake-bark maples with 

their distinctively patterned trunks. Sorting out the Sorbus species was not easy with several different types 

of whitebeams and rowans with white, yellow, red and carmine berries. Unusual specimen trees include 

Indian bean, evergreen holm oak, paper-bark birch, tulip tree and false acacia. The shrubs include the usual 

hedgerow species plus gorse and broom, and also lilac, hebe, snowberry, bird sown cotoneasters, yellow-

berried holly, philadelphus and honeysuckle species. For the fruit lovers a small orchard contains varieties of 

eating and cooking apples. There are plums and sloes, cherries, various currants and gooseberry, and crab-

apples are widespread. 

So all this adds up to over 350 species with 40 conifers, 85 broad-leaved trees and shrubs, 170 herbaceous 

plants from various habitats, 50 grasses, sedges and rushes and 19 ferns and horsetails. The latter includes 

about five locations under boulders for the Killarney fern in its gametophyte form, and rather uncommon 

hybrids of male ferns (Dryopteris x complexa) and horsetails (Equisetum x litorale).  So all in all, not a bad 

total for 700 acres of countryside covering about two and a half miles along the northern edge of the Chevin, 

and one must give credit to the ongoing management of the Park which has encouraged this diversity by 

creation and maintenance of the different habitats, from the ponds, the woodlands, the meadows and of 

course the open heathy summit of the Chevin with its glorious views over Lower Wharfedale. 

Bruce Brown 

 

 

SOCIETY ACTIVITIES 
 
 
 

GEOLOGY FIELD EXCURSIONS IN 2008 

Led by Neil Aitkenhead 

 

Addingham area, Tuesday, 20th May   The original plan for this evening excursion had been to walk from 

Addingham up to Small Banks and back via Gildersber but for some now forgotten reason, we reversed this 

route. The area is largely covered by glacial till and there is actually little geology in the form of solid rocks 

to be seen. However, we were able to see topographic features formed by three of the sandstones (Nesfield 

Sandstone, Middleton Grit and Brocka Bank Grit) in the dominantly shaly mudstone geological succession. 

We also twice crossed the prominent dry (almost) valley that runs in an east-south-east direction alongside 

the line of an old Roman Road passing through Street Farm. Unlike most stream valleys, this runs along, 

rather than down, the general valley slope. This is probably because it was mostly eroded by a sub-glacial 

meltwater stream towards the end of the last ice age. 

 

Rombalds Moor, Holden Beck to Addingham, Tuesday 10
th

 June   Holden Beck [SE061 455] lies about 

1¼ miles SE of Silsden and drains the western part of Rombalds Moor. In effect this walk took us from 

Airedale over the watershed to Wharfedale covering a distance of about 6 miles. For the first half mile or so 

the path climbs the slopes above a wooded gorge formed by the beck as it cuts through a sequence of 

medium to coarse-grained sandstones belonging to the Addingham Edge Grit. Unfortunately, the steep slopes 

and bramble thickets make this difficult of access except at one point [SE0644 4563]. Steps lead down here 

to a water abstraction point that lies just above the top lip of a spectacular waterfall formed by a sandstone 

unit 8.2 metres thick below the main leaf of the grit. We accessed this section again at a ford where aqueduct 

pipes cross the stream, but failed to find the coal seam overlying the grit that had previously been recorded in 

the section at [SE0662 4559].  

  Our next stop was at the twin-pinnacled tor known as The Doubler Stones where we ate our picnic lunches 

and enjoyed fine views towards Pendle Hill standing out some 16 miles away to the south-west. The shape of 

the Doubler Stones has been largely explained by them having well-cemented ‘cap rocks’ underlain by 

relatively friable sandstones more easily fretted by wind erosion. 

  Perhaps the most dramatic moment of the walk came after heading north across the moor and suddenly 

arriving at Addingham Edge to behold an extensive view up Wharfedale towards Barden Moor, Bolton 

Abbey and Beamsley Beacon. The disused gritstone quarry immediately beneath and in front of us is known 
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as ‘Millstone Lumps’. Indeed we could see a few boulders (or lumps) of gritstone that had been partially 

wrought into millstones before being abandoned, presumably because of some weakness in the stone. 

  Thereafter, we didn’t linger much down the long slope back to Addingham but noted several places where 

landslides had occurred, probably mainly when the ground was weakened by the melting of deep permafrost 

some 10 000 years ago just after the last ice age. 

Littondale, Tuesday 20
th

 August   We enjoyed a fine day for this walk in the upper part of Littondale, 

suggested by Linda Lee who had previously found some fossil corals in the limestone there. After parking 

our vehicles at Halton Gill, we crossed Halton Gill Bridge and joined the footpath to Foxup and then 

onwards via ‘Harrop Barns’ to the fossil locality in the Cosh Beck [SE8598 7797] near Cosh. Unfortunately, 

the river level was such that the main limestone outcrop was under water but a loose block on the river bank 

contained a fossil coral colony tentatively identified as belonging to the genus Siphonodendron (formerly 

Lithostrotion). The coral band probably lies within the Hawes Limestone of early Brigantian (D2) age. 

Returning via a higher level path between Foxup and Penyghent Gill, we noted what appeared to be an 

extensive area of moundy topography on the west-facing side of Littondale above Halton Gill probably 

indicating ancient landslides. 
 

Greenhow area, Tuesday 30
th

 September   In the Greenhow area, Carboniferous Limestone comes to the 

surface in the axial core of an east-west trending upfold, the Greenhow Anticline. The limestone is a valuable 

resource and has long been extensively quarried. Our first stop in the area was Duck Street Quarry after 

paying a visit to the owner, Graham Foggitt the Society’s Moth Recorder, in order to obtain the key to the 

quarry gate. Unlike many other disused quarries that have been wholly or partially backfilled, Duck Street 

remains more or less in the state it was when quarrying ceased in the 1950s. The exposed limestone beds, 

which contain scattered fossil corals and brachiopod shells as well as abundant crinoid debris, show a steep 

dip to the south indicating that they lie on the southern limb of the Greenhow Anticline. They are also cut by 

mineralised faults in which we found a little galena, fluorspar and well developed calcite rhombohedral 

crystals. We also noted evidence of working for lead and perhaps fluorspar. 

  Following our visit to Coldstones, we took a short walk in the area just north of Greenhow village where 

there is much evidence of former mine workings for lead. This takes the form of grassed over mounds and 

hollows plus two mine adits. 

  Our next stop was Coldstones Quarry where we were kindly received and instructed by Shirley Everett, the 

Quarry Manager who showed us some fine specimens of galena and fluorspar found in the quarry. The 

quarry is a huge spectacular hole in the ground still providing limestone aggregate for road building and land 

drainage purposes. Shales and a sandstone, the Dirt Pot Grit, were seen to comprise the ‘overburden’ above 

the limestone quarry faces. These ‘overburden’ rocks form the lowest part of the Yoredales or Wensleydale 

Group in this area. 

  Finally we visited an industrial archaeological site, the long disused Toft Gate Quarry. This is notable for its 

partially restored limekiln and associated stone flu that runs up the gentle slope of the ground to the remains 

of a stone chimney. 

  My thanks are due to Ruth Paynter whose helpful comments enabled me to improve this account. 

Neil Aitkenhead 
 

 

SUMMER COACH OUTING TO POTTERIC CARR. 

(Saturday 28
th

 June 2008) 

 

A fully booked coach plus two cars carrying WNS members set out for Potteric Carr hoping for a good day 

of wildlife observations but with some reservations after a week of poor weather (par for 2008). 

  Potteric Carr is a nature reserve managed by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, located just two miles south of 

Doncaster and criss-crossed by both local and express railway lines. It has a wide range of habitats from 

open water and marsh to woodland, covering an area of about 200 hectares (500 acres), giving it an 

interesting diversity of wildlife. So we travelled there hoping for reasonable weather and plenty of birds, 

plants, dragonflies and damselflies, mammals, reptiles, fungi and butterflies. 

  As we travelled past Harewood, on the outward journey, we spotted a red kite. This is not at all unusual but 

was thought to be a good omen for the day ahead. On arrival at Potteric Carr we were welcomed by the staff 
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and most of us made our way towards the centrally placed coffee shop which had some of its tables outdoors 

enabling us to move and chat between groups as we enjoyed warm, freshly cooked scones. 

  After suitable refreshment, people went their various ways along the 8km of waymarked nature trails 

around the reserve, which seemed to be much larger than most of us expected and has 14 viewing hides. 

Because of the poor summer weather there were fewer butterflies and dragonflies than normal but everyone 

found plenty to keep them interested for the whole day. One of the highlights of the day was the family of 

black-necked grebes whose adults are hardly bigger than little grebes but have bright yellow/orange punk-

like plumage on the sides of their heads and were very entertaining to watch when they appeared out of the 

reeds. Another thrill was the passage of several dozen tiny toads across one of the reserve’s paths. It would 

have been so easy to have trodden on these as each was no larger than a finger nail but there were several 

WNS members guarding them as they crossed the path to safety. 

  Other noted highlights included a bittern flying over, avocets, a fox, ringlet butterflies and over sixty five 

bird species. 

  There was more than enough to see and enjoy in the one day and the weather was kind – we had no more 

than a few spots of rain and did not need our waterproofs. This was a good day out at a venue which I would 

recommend to all members of the society. 

David Armitage 
 

 

NOVEMBER OUTING TO MARTIN MERE 

(Saturday 29
th

 November 2008) 
 

Presumably the day did dawn somewhere at some point, but there was precious little evidence of any light as 

we made our way through thick, icy fog to the bus stop. The mood on the coach, however, was warm and 

jolly, and our spirits rose as the rest of the group gradually joined us. Sporadically in the course of the 

journey to Martin Mere, the sun broke through and we were treated to glorious, breathtaking views of the 

valleys and the hills floating above the mist, and our mood fluctuated accordingly: would we have some 

clear weather? Or would everything still be shrouded in that blanket of fog? 

  On arrival it was obvious that it was to be the latter. But Wharfedale Nats are made of stern stuff, and we 

were not going to allow ourselves to be put off; in any case, the North West Bird Watching Festival was 

there as a big indoor draw, and several of us may have felt their first stop should be a leisurely visit to the 

exhibitors and perhaps a nice warm educational lecture, maybe followed by a cup of something hot and 

steamy in the café before venturing outside. 

  Those of us who braved the elements straight away – and seldom had the expression ‘winter draws on’ been 

more apt! – were rewarded with some highly atmospheric views, with birds visible only in the foreground 

and the rest of the world hidden by the fog hovering over the water. As a novice bird-watcher, I found this to 

be beneficial, as it forced me to focus on what was directly in front of me. I tentatively identified one small 

group of birds as knot – but it was quickly explained to me that in fact they were not, they were ruff. That 

was one new species for me. 

  On the water, we enjoyed extensive mixed flocks including large numbers of pintail, shelduck, lapwing and 

pochard, while the land side yielded predators in the form of a buzzard and a sparrowhawk, as well as greater 

spotted woodpecker, tree sparrow, reed bunting, long-tailed tit and a delightful charm of goldfinch. Someone 

was even fortunate enough to have a great view of a prowling stoat. 

  But it was perhaps the swans and geese, both afloat and aloft, that were the 

stars. Even when they were virtually invisible in the fog, reduced to ethereal 

wraith-like shapes, their haunting cries created an atmosphere of mystery and 

magic. 

  The programme of lectures lured many of us back indoors by mid-afternoon. 

The four topics were ‘Birding on the Severn’ by Martin McGill, ‘Silent hunter – 

reversing the decline in the population of wild barn owls on the Wirral 

Peninsula’ by Steve Harris, ‘Managing Marshside’ by Graham Clarkson, and 

‘The Leighton Moss RSPB Reserve’ by David Mower. The expertise and passion of the speakers drew large 

and appreciative audiences. 

  Shortly after the end of the final lecture, we had to rejoin the coach for the journey home. Before we left, 

there was just time to hand-feed the gorgeous Hawaiian nene geese and marvel again at what a wonderful 

achievement it had been for the WWT to have helped to rescue this species from the verge of extinction. We 
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should not forget that Martin Mere is of crucial importance not only to native birds and migrants, but also to 

other highly endangered water birds from all over the world. 

  It was a cold, tired but very happy group of Nats that made the trek back home. Everyone was very grateful 

to Joan for organising the trip and to our stalwart driver for being so attentive to our needs. Another fine 

excursion and one that we look forward to repeating. 

Lynn Loader 

BEN RHYDDING GRAVEL PITS NATURE RESERVE 

 

Following the start we made in the spring of 2007, we have continued to make good progress on the 

management of the Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits Reserve in 2008. A big thank-you to everyone who has helped 

out. The following are just some of the highlights: 

The main challenge continued to be removing the Himalayan balsam. I am delighted to say that the 180 

hours we invested in 2007 really paid off in 2008. Large areas of the site that were swamped or in the 

process of being taken over by balsam were clear but for odd plants. Once we had removed these we 

focussed on the accessible areas of the riverbank (which will always be a very receptive environment for 

seeds washed from infestations upstream). We again welcomed the help of BTCV who ran two more 

‘Balsam Bashes’ enabling us to tackle the area at the far eastern end of the site (beyond the new ditch) for the 

first time. These were funded by grants from Greenprints and were aimed at bringing young people into 

volunteering. The youngsters clearly had a great day out and we look to welcome them and others again next 

year with more Balsam Bashes scheduled for Sundays 21
st
 June and 19

th
 July 2009 – please feel free to join 

us! 

On a birding front we put up 20 nest boxes – kindly made by Peter Riley (the other Peter of Baildon – not 

Burley!) with a fair few showing signs of use. Shaun Radcliffe of Bradford Ornithological Group joined us 

for a series of bird surveys across the reserve and neighbouring site owned by Ilkley Anglers (that combined 

make up the protected S.E.G.I). Highlights included breeding little grebe on the Anglers lagoon, and a little 

egret flying down the Wharfe. For the year there were over 60 species seen on or from the site. 

In February the Anglers submitted their planning application aimed to improve the fishing on their site. 

This would involve deepening their lagoon by removing silt – to be deposited elsewhere on their site and 

creating disabled fishing/car access. With the help of the recorders and Nicky Vernon in particular, we made 

site visits and drew up a list of recommendations to the council’s planning team. This will ensure that if the 

work does go ahead (funding would still need to be secured) that disruption and damage to the site is 

minimised. At the time of writing the application is still pending. 

In December the Forest of Bradford team planted up the gaps in the hedgerow alongside the A65 using 

hawthorn with holly and hazel in the more shady conditions. The work was managed and funded by 

Bradford Council’s Barrie Tinker – their principal parks and landscape manager. Barrie was always very 

supportive of our plans for the reserve and it was with great sorrow that we learnt of his very sad death at the 

end of November. 

In 2009 we will continue to run work groups/surveys on the second Saturday of the month. Our initial focus 

will be to fence off some of the ‘lawns’ from rabbits to understand what impact they are having on plant 

species. We would welcome more volunteers to join us – or if you would just like to learn a bit more about 

the site, I am more than happy to show you around. 

Steve Parkes  

 
 

MICROSCOPE GROUP 

 

The 2008 meetings have seen an increase in the number of participants and also an 

increase to six in the number of microscopes owned by the Society. 

We have looked at fern spores, berries, pollen, hedgehog fleas, sands, pond life, and 

antique slides. 

One of the Victorian slides was a J.B. Dancer micro-photograph of the Lord’s Prayer 

reduced to fit under a ½″ coverglass mounted on a 3″ x 1″ slide. The slide label was a 

work of art decorated with a gold trellis pattern on a green background. 

Two visitors from Leeds Microscopical Society – Barry Natress and Mike Smith gave a mind-expanding 

workshop on bird mites and lice. They began by explaining that mites are specific to the bird species, live on 
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the underside of feathers and can be identified by the structure of their legs and mouthparts. After a 

demonstration of how to transfer the mites from crow or magpie wings onto a microscope slide, it was our 

turn. 

By the end of the evening and with increasing dexterity we had all produced slides and appreciated the 

complexity of this lowly creature. 

It was another example of how what appears to be a mundane subject becomes fascinating with 

knowledgeable guidance and magnification. 

Thanks are due to all who have led sessions, brought specimens and equipment and given patient tuition, 

and to John Hobson for his ideas, leadership and ability to supply a range of experts. 

Heather Burrow 

 

 

LOW DAM –- A PROJECT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT 

 

  In mid-2007 it was drawn to our attention that the British Canoe Union (BCU) were submitting a Planning 

Application for in-river and associated vehicle track works for the River Washburn, below Thruscross 

Reservoir, in the vicinity of Low Dam. Several of our Recorders were understandably concerned about this 

believing that the adverse environmental impact over a number of years, arising out of sudden water releases 

to facilitate canoeing events through the spring and summer months, would simply be exacerbated by this 

development. When the draft Environmental Impact Assessment was received this was carefully studied and 

a formal letter was prepared for submission to the Ecological Consultancy engaged by the BCU for this 

Assessment. This strongly-worded letter detailed our concerns both about the ecological damage to date 

caused by the BCU’s activities, and the proposed new works. 

  As soon as the BCU had sight of this letter their national Planning and Facilities Manager (Chris 

Hawksworth), who happens to live locally, rang me and suggested a meeting to discuss the position – I 

readily agreed to this and David Alred and one lunchtime I duly met with Chris one lunchtime. 

  In effect Chris was offering a sort of informal partnership whereby they would undertake some mitigation 

work as part of the project, particularly with regard to re-wetting of the land above Low Dam – a most 

desirable objective from our point of view. In fairness the BCU were not directly responsible for the drying 

out of this area – but that’s another story! This proposition was put to the Washburn Wildlife Advisory 

Group (which had been established some years ago by the Nidderdale AONB and on which several Society 

members sit) and it was readily agreed that, in all the circumstances, this represented the best way forward. 

In this context it should be noted that we were all well aware that the Planning Application was likely to be 

passed by Harrogate Borough Council so obdurate opposition would probably not be in our best interests.   

  There then followed a lengthy period of discussion involving the BCU, ourselves, Nidderdale AONB, 

Yorkshire Water and a Craven College Lecturer (Russ Turner) who happens to know a great deal about the 

cultural heritage of the site. The involvement of Russ arose out of pure coincidence. On one of our early site 

visits Mike Atkinson happened to notice a gentleman talking to what appeared to be a group of students and, 

his curiosity roused, walked across to introduce himself. This led to Russ becoming deeply involved in the 

project such that his expertise, background knowledge and willingness to get his hands dirty have made him 

an invaluable member of the team. These discussions culminated in a written understanding between all 

parties concerning the mitigation work to be undertaken at the same time as the BCU works, the basic 

objective being the re-wetting of the area upstream from Low Dam. 

  At this juncture it should be stressed that this area above Low Dam used to be a wildlife hot-spot until it 

began to dry out. It was a particular stronghold for dragonflies and David Alred has records going back many 

years which clearly illustrated the magnitude of the decline in numbers of certain species. In addition the 

area is home to slow-worms and a large population of toads. Otters are in the vicinity and wetland plants are 

well represented (or were!) in the boggy areas.  

  The basic objectives of the mitigation work were 

therefore to ensure more water drains into the wetland 

rather than being diverted straight to the river, and to 

reduce the overall amount of drainage from the wetland 

into the river. This latter action should ensure that more 

water ultimately drains into Low Dam which itself had 

become more prone to drying out in recent summers 
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(although not in 2007 or 2008 for obvious reasons!), thereby exacerbating the overall deterioration of 

wetland habitat, and its associated wildlife, in this area.  

  As luck would have it, as soon as the Contractors got onto the site at the beginning of August the heavens 

opened and the impact of heavy machinery in an already damp area can readily be imagined. This caused 

many problems and directly contributed to damage to some of the cultural heritage, such as stone culverts, 

exacerbated by the Contractor being less than careful when trying to overcome the constraints of working in 

a mud bath! 

  We had been allocated two days of machine time for our work to restore the wetland and, in the event, we 

did not need as much as this. Several of the team attended on site to supervise the work and by the end we 

were happy with the outcome. Nonetheless ‘the proof of the pudding is in the eating’ so the team will be 

monitoring the situation over the next few months and years and no doubt doing some tinkering to try to 

achieve the desired outcome. We deliberately have not at this stage stopped all drainage into the river not 

least because of the horrendous conditions through the workings which meant that there was a genuine fear 

that the new BCU track could be over-topped by surface water and washed away! Nonetheless the blocking 

of drainage pipes would be easy to do and may well prove necessary eventually. 

  I was immensely pleased that the Society has been able to play a lead role in this project which is an 

excellent example of delivering a practical environmental improvement – just the sort of project where I feel 

we have so much to offer if given the chance. The Society also backed its commitment with a financial 

contribution which has of itself helped to ‘make a difference’. The whole project has been a fine example of 

partnership working with all those organisations involved playing their part not least the BCU. All are now 

committed to building on the relationships established into the future both to try to ensure the success of this 

project and hopefully work together on others which may come to the fore in this area of the Washburn 

Valley. A successful Grant Application has been submitted by the Nidderdale AONB for further works 

which will develop this project and this will provide a further opportunity to build on our good work to date.   

  For my part I would want to express my appreciation to all those Society members involved in this project 

with a special thanks to Nevil Bowland, Mike Atkinson, David Alred and Geoff Lomas (who doubled up as 

the Yorkshire Water representative) who gave freely of their time and commitment. Thanks are also due to 

Colin Slator of the Nidderdale AONB for the integral role he played throughout the exercise.   

Peter Riley 

 

 

DONATIONS FOR WILDLIFE PROJECTS 

 
The Society’s objectives, as currently declared to the Charities Commission, are: 

1. To promote and foster the study of all branches of natural history, and to add to the existing 

knowledge of these sciences, both generally and relating to Wharfedale in particular. 

2. To promote the conservation, protection and improvement of the physical and natural 

environment. 
 

In 2005 and several of the preceding years the Society spent sums of around £300 to £550 for Conservation 

purposes. For the 60
th
 anniversary year, special events, in particular King’s Hall lectures by Paul Hudson and 

Alan Titchmarsh, and the sale of new publications, generated income for a ‘Diamond Jubilee Fund’ set up to 

support wildlife projects by schools and other local conservation bodies. The principal aim was to encourage 

young children to learn about wildlife and to foster a love of the countryside. Christine and John Hobson, in 

their article ‘Conservation in Schools’ in the Review of 2007, explained that all schools in our area were 

invited to apply for a grant and were offered help in project planning. They described small projects 

supported at Ashfield, The Whartons and All Saints Primary Schools in Otley, a bigger project for a pond at 

Pool Primary School, and a major pond project at the Nell Bank Outdoor Centre in Ilkley. (Burley Oaks and 

Addingham primary schools were also given funding that year). During 2008 four of these were given 

additional funding, and projects at Ashland’s Primary School in Ilkley and Ghyll Royd School in Burley 

were also given donations. (In the latter case the parents’ association contributed 2½ times as much.) 

One consequence of the higher profile of the Society in our Jubilee year is that our membership numbers 

have risen to about 25% above the 2004 level, and this together with a £2 increase in 2006 of the annual 

subscription and no demands for major equipment expenditure has given us a higher level of assets than 

needed for running the Society. Hence, although the donations to schools have exhausted the Diamond 

Jubilee Fund, the committee has actively been encouraging applications for funding for assistance with 

Low Dam (AR) 
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further wildlife projects of a conservation nature which meet the Society’s objectives as given above, and 

which have a diversity of character and are spread through our recording area. A folder giving details of the 

projects funded is now placed on display at winter meetings, and the next two paragraphs give a general 

overview of the non-schools projects funded in 2008. The projects are listed geographically, coming down 

the Wharfe and then going up the Washburn. Some of the projects have been completed, but with others the 

work is in hand or yet to be started.  

At Nethergill Farm, near the watershed at the head of Wharfedale, assistance has been given towards 

creating a natural history interpretation board on the Dales Way footpath. A little lower down the valley the 

Society paid for fencing materials enabling National Trust staff to erect a fence and rebuild a stone wall 

around a sinkhole near Yockenthwaite, to make it stockproof and create a nature friendly local habitat. The 

‘Hay Time’ project (Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust) has been working to restore and enhance species-

rich hay meadows throughout the Yorkshire Dales; we have given funding for the purchase of an additional 

hand-held leaf vacuum to facilitate the training of volunteers in harvesting seed from species-rich donor 

meadows for introduction to nearby receptor meadows in Wharfedale and elsewhere in the National Park.  

(In 2007 donations were made to the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust to support conservation work at the Grass 

Wood NR and to buy a strimmer for use there. Also in 2007 the Society met the cost of buying some basic 

tools for use by work parties at the Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits.) A small donation was made to Burley 

Hedgehog Rescue to help them in their work of caring for and rehabilitating sick, injured and orphaned 

hedgehogs. A donation was made to Otley Wetland NR (with matching funding coming from both the 

OWNR Trust and Otley Town Council) for planting a further section of native species hedge on the south-

eastern boundary. (This follows donations in 2006 and 2007 for other sections of boundary hedging).   

For the Chevin Wildlife Watch Group the Society paid for the materials for squirrel-proof bird feeding 

stations and for a pond dipping platform, to create learning resources for the Group and for parties from 

schools; Friends of Chevin Forest Park are to provide the labour. Also on the Chevin there is a ten year old 

traditional orchard, for which the Otley Parish Scout Group has been given funds, half to help them to 

improve the diversity of the grassland by planting native wildflower plugs and also to improve the diversity 

of the native hedgerow, and half as a contribution towards an interpretation panel and name discs for the fruit 

trees. At Gallows Hill NR we covered the cost of digging test holes for a new pond at the reserve. A donation 

has been given to the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust, as a contribution towards the cost of planting two 

areas of new native broadleaf woodland close to Timble. The final project is farther up the Washburn, just 

above Low Dam (downstream of Thruscross Reservoir) where a wetland area had in recent years dried out. 

The British Canoe Union, while reshaping the river with machinery, dug channels designed to rewet the area, 

and the Society paid for the piping which was buried in them. As this was only partially successful, a second 

donation was later made for further excavation work to be done.  

Donations for 2006 totalled £3708 (one large, one medium and eight small), and those for 2007 totalled 

£2236 (one large, two medium and three small). The total for 2008 (the financial year to 28
th
 February 2009) 

is £5310 (18 projects, of which five received ~£500, the remainder ~£200). This will be a one-off peak, and 

the total for 2009 is expected to be lower. 

John Schwarzenbach 

 

 

PRESTIGIOUS AWARD FOR OTLEY WETLAND 

Best Quarry Restoration 2008 

 

To highlight its position as a Responsible Industry, the 

Quarry Products Association runs a National competition 

each year amongst its members for the best quarry 

restoration. In 2008, Hansons (the Company who 

extracted gravel at Otley when it was a quarry), with help 

from the OWNR team, entered Otley Wetland and against 

fierce competition from many bigger restorations, won 

the premier prize! The Cooper-Heyman Cup (100 years 

old and embossed in silver) was awarded to OWNR for 

‘the outstanding quality of its restoration which has 

created a first class wildlife haven’. Otley Wetland is 

Nevil Bowland and Peter Riley hold the cup (AR) 
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further described as ‘a rich diverse and sensitively managed nature reserve which deserves the highest 

accolade for its restoration excellence’. 

  Peter (Riley) as Chair of the Otley Wetland Nature Reserve Trust went to London to receive the award, 

presented by Graham Wynne, Chief Executive of the RSPB. In his acceptance speech, Peter said ‘The 

success of this nature reserve is a tribute to Partnership working. The Trust is grateful in particular for all the 

co-operation and practical help received from Hanson, local Councils, Wharfedale Naturalists Society, 

Nidderdale AONB and, last but not least, our wonderful and ever-willing team of volunteers’. 

  The cup was briefly on display at the OWNR open day in July, and then Hansons took it away for safe 

keeping until the awards next year. 

Anne Riley 

 

 

 

 

 

OBITUARIES – 2007 and 2008 

 

We are sorry to records the deaths of the following members: 

 

Mr Leonard Kearney, of 40 St James Road Ilkley, died on 15
th
 March 2007 

 

Mr Ken Newton, of 90 Bradford Road Otley, died on 30
th
 June 2007. 

 

Mrs Gillian Baverstock (daughter of Enid Blyton) of Ty Bryn, Cragg Drive, Ben Rhydding, also died on 

30
th
 June 2007. 

 

Mrs Mary Keighley of 2 Oak Avenue Burley in Wharfedale, died in September 2007. 

 

Mrs Joan Morrell died in December 2008. 

 

Dorothy Storey, who died on 31
st
 July 2008 aged 74, will be sadly missed by her friends in the botany group 

and the Society as a whole. Dorothy was born in Leeds and lived in Headingley. As a 

teenager she joined a local Youth Group, among the members was a certain Alan Bennett; 

this acquaintanceship was renewed many years later, when Dorothy became librarian in 

Ingleton. 

  In 1971 Jack and Dorothy moved to Otley where Jack worked in the building trade and 

Dorothy in local libraries. Both joined the Wharfedale Naturalists Society. In 1982 Jack’s 

employment took them to Ingleton, where they became members of the Cumbria Wildlife 

Trust and Dorothy became librarian there. 

  On their retirement in 1994 they returned to live in Otley, later moving to Menston. They rejoined the 

WNS, where they became involved in the botany group and working parties at Otley Wetlands. As well as 

enjoying wild flowers, Dorothy had a great interest in garden flowers too, growing many unusual plants in 

her garden. 

  Dorothy had a lifelong love of books. Until her illness forced her to stop, she worked in a local charity shop 

sorting and advising on the books they had received. The last ten years of her life were dogged by ill health, 

which she met with great courage. She was a frail little lady with great strength of character, always ready to 

help anyone, and never grumbling about her illness and disabilities. 

Olwen Middleton 

 

 

We offer our sympathies to the families. 
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RECORDS FOR 2008 
 

 

 

 

THE WEATHER OF THE METEOROLOGICAL YEAR  
DECEMBER 2007 TO NOVEMBER 2008 

 

The meteorological year 2007—2008 was the third wettest and the sixth warmest on record. The average 

temperature for each season exceeds its baseline average, as does the average temperature for each month 

except October. Two wet periods, (i) the first two months of winter, and (ii) mid-summer through to early 

autumn, are responsible for the high annual rainfall total. 

 

Table 1: The highest precipitation and average annual temperatures in the Ilkley record. 
 

Meteorological years Rank order annual 
precipitation (mm) 

Meteorological years Rank order average 
annual temperature 

(°C) 

Dec ’01-Nov’02 1283 Dec’03-Nov’04, Dec’06-Nov’07 10.4 

Dec ’99-Nov ‘00 1276 Dec’05-Nov’06 10.3 

Dec ’07- Nov ‘08 1233 Dec’02-Nov’03 10.2 

Dec ’37-Nov’38 1210 Dec’04-Nov’05, Dec’58-Nov’59 10.1 

Dec ’87- Nov’88 1201 Dec’48-Nov’49 9.8 

Dec ’79- Nov ‘80 1170 Dec’07-Nov’08 9.7 
 

30 year average (‘71-2000) 
 

948 
 

30 year average (1971-2000) 
 

9.0 

 

Winter (December’07, January and February ’08) 

An above average number of raindays in December and especially January, coupled with some hefty daily 

totals gave us the wettest winter on record, the total amount of precipitation that fell during this season 

amounting to 165% of the base-line seasonal average. February conformed to base-line averages for both 

monthly total and number of raindays. 

  The average temperature for the season was 4.9°C making it the joint third warmest winter on record. All 

individual monthly averages exceeded base-line averages, but January was by far the warmest of the winter 

months its average temperature marginally exceeding 6°C, roughly double the base-line average for the 

month. Strikingly warm Januarys have been a feature of the last few years. The temperature records suggest 

that air frost will occur on roughly 1/3
rd

 of January nights, however air frost was recorded on only three 

occasions last January. In contrast the number of air frosts recorded for December and February just exceed 

base-line average figures. 

  Snow was recorded as falling and settling in the town, though not lasting for longer than twenty four hours, 

on one day in each of the three winter months, though only in December did it amount to any significant 

thickness, lying to a depth of 12cm or so in the town (12mm of water equivalent). Wintry showers with sleet 

or hail again occurred on one day of each of the three winter months. Gales were a feature of the weather in 

both late January and February. 

 

Spring (March, April and May ’08) 

The spring started quite wet but became mildly dry and then very dry as the season progressed. Rainfall was 

fairly evenly distributed through March, and both the number of raindays and the monthly total amount of 

precipitation exceed the base-line averages for this month. Snow fell on the 2
nd

, 21
st
 and 23

rd 
of March, in 

each case giving a thin but complete cover that melted over the subsequent day or two. The distribution of 

rainfall in April was uneven and on only two days (11
th
 and 29

th
) did significant amounts fall. In May 

raindays were confined to one at the very beginning of the month and five at the end, giving three completely 
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dry weeks in between. The monthly total for May is 29% of the base-line average figure making it the sixth 

driest May on record.  

 
Table 2: Ilkley weather data for the meteorological year ‘07-’08 and base-line averages for comparison. Base-line values 
have been calculated using Ilkley data for the period 1971 – 2000. Numbers in brackets are deviations from base-line 
averages, expressed in °C for temperatures and as percentages of base-line figures for precipitation. Raindays are 
defined as those having precipitation totals equal to or exceeding 1mm. Frostdays are those having at least a minimum 
air temperature equal to or below 0 °C.  
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Dec ’07 4.3 (+0.6) 3.7   123.5 
(115&) 

107   16 1
4 

1
0 

9 

Jan ’08 6.3 (+3.2) 3.1   243.7 
(239%) 

102   22 1
5 

3 1
1 

Feb ’08 4.2 (+0.7) 3.5 4.9 
(+1.5) 

3.4 72.5 
(104%) 

73 439.7 
(165%) 

282 11 1
1 

1
2 

1
1 

Mar ’08 5.5 (+0.3) 5.2   95.3 
(156%) 

61   18 1
3 

8 7 

Apr ’08 8.0 (+0.7) 7.3   60.7 
(84%) 

72   10 1
0 

2 3 

May ’08 13.2 
(+2.8) 

10.4 8.9 
(+1.3) 

7.6 22.5 
(29%) 

78 178.5 
(86%) 

211 6 1
2 

0 0 

Jun ’08 14.0 
(+0.7) 

13.3   70.0 
(109%) 

66   10 1
0 

0 0 

Jul ’08 16.4 
(+0.7) 

15.7   134.0 
(231%) 

54   15 9 0 0 

Aug ’08 15.9 
(+0.5) 

15.4 15.4 
(+0.6) 

14.8 145.8 
(194%) 

67 349.8 
(177%) 

187 19 1
1 

0 0 

Sep ’08 13.4 
(+0.9) 

12.5   106.3 
(128%) 

83   10 1
1 

0 0 

Oct ’08 8.9(-0.2) 9.1   74.5 
(85%) 

88   14 1
2 

2 1 

Nov ’08 6.3 (+0.6) 5.7 9.5 
(+0.4) 

9.1 84.9 
(90%) 

94 265.7 
(100.6%) 

264 12 1
4 

4 5 

 

  Although the average temperature for the spring exceeds the baseline average temperature the season didn’t 

get off to a particularly warm start and so overall it falls in joint 21
st
 place for warmth. The positive 

temperature deviation for March is the smallest of the monthly deviations at +0.3°C, the snowy and gale-

ridden Easter period pulling the average temperature down despite the unusually warm ending to the month 

when the temperature reached 17°C. April has the next largest positive temperature deviation (+0.7°C), but a 

succession of air frosts around the second week of the month has depressed the monthly average temperature 

though maxima for the month are mild and relatively consistent (average maximum 11°C). The last air frost 

of the season was recorded for the 14
th
 of April but night-time temperatures were very low on a few 

occasions in the following week, and could have resulted in a frost at altitude or in low-lying, sheltered areas 

where dense, cold air collects. The high positive monthly temperature deviation for May (+2.8°C) is a 

consequence of the cloudless anticyclonic conditions that prevailed during the dry spell. The average 

maximum temperature for the month is 1°C with the highest values occurring predominantly at the beginning 

of the month. Indeed on the 9
th
 and 10

th
 of May temperatures of 26.5°C and 27°C respectively were reached. 
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Summer (June, July and August ’08)   It was the sixth wettest summer on record with baseline totals being 

exceeded in all three months though the deviations for July and August are much greater than that for June. 

This pattern is repeated in the rainday data, with both July and especially August having significantly more 

raindays than the base-line average for the month. Fairly large daily totals were recorded on a couple of 

occasions, but it was more the succession of moderately wet days that resulted in the large monthly totals and 

something of a damp squib of a summer. 

  Base-line average monthly temperatures are exceeded in all three summer months, but the deviations are 

relatively small (0.5-0.7°C). Although June 1
st
 was unusually cold (1°C) in general temperatures during the 

month were fairly consistent, and the average maximum temperature (18.2°C) gives a good general 

impression of day-time conditions. Temperatures in July were a little more erratic with a number of days in 

the early and mid part of the month having maxima in the mid to high teens, whilst the maxima for the final 

week or so of the month are generally in the high twenties. The highest temperature of the year, 29°C, 

occurred on the 27
th
 of this month. August temperatures were fairly consistent, maxima hovering in the high 

teens and low twenties. 
 

Autumn (September, October and November ’08)   The total amount of rainfall for autumn matches 

almost perfectly with the base-line average for the season, the relative wetness of September being 

cancelled-out by the relative dryness of October and November. All but two of the raindays for September 

occurred in the first half of the month, and two days, the 4
th
 and the 5

th
, gave us just over half the monthly 

total, the latter date giving the highest daily total (41mm) of the year and causing flash flooding in our area 

and river flooding once again in Morpeth. October saw two more raindays than we might expect from 

rainday base-line averages, but only on three days (4
th
, 14

th
 and 25

th
) did any significant amounts of rain fall. 

In November raindays giving significant totals were mainly concentrated into the second week of the month, 

and a smattering of snow fell on the 23
rd

. 

  Autumn has the smallest seasonal temperature deviation of all the seasons (+0.4°C), with October being the 

only month of the meteorological year having a negative monthly deviation (-0.2°C). September has the 

highest temperature deviation of the season and its wetter and drier halves seem to have been almost equally 

warm. The first air frost of the season was recorded for the 3rd of October though very low night-time 

temperatures were record on a couple of other occasions at the beginning of the month. The only other air 

frost recorded for October falls within a cold spell at the close of the month, when day-time temperatures 

hovered around 6°C. November was warm overall, but its positive temperature deviation (+0.63°C) hides a 

peppering of cold maxima and minima temperatures. These are scattered within the data for the first three 

weeks, and then clustered into a cold snap associated with the fall of snow previously mentioned.  

  Thanks as always to Heather Burrow and especially to Jenny Dixon for filling in the holes in my data. 

 

Julie Tight 

 

 

 

 

 

BOTANY 
 

This year I have re-organised the report somewhat, as things seem to be changing.  

I have never had to make out so many new species-cards, mainly for introduced 

species.  This is partly due to a changing attitude in botany, as to what is worth 

recording.  I will stick with Joyce Hartley’s advice: ‘Record everything.’ 

  It has also seemed useful to re-instate a Phenology section, so that we can 

compare flowering dates, or other significant dates, such as leaf-fall, with earlier 

times – and maybe future ones, too.  Anyone wishing to send in such records will 

be welcome. 

  One good thing about a large society like WNS is the number of pairs of eyes and 

ears looking and listening.  In the autumn, member Jill Collinson spotted Spanish 

Bluebell bulbs (Hyacinthoides hispanica) for sale in Booth’s supermarket.  She 

spoke to a member of staff, and explained why botanists are trying to restrict the 
HB 
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spread of Spanish Bluebells, particularly in areas like Ilkley, where our local woods full of the native 

Bluebell (H. non-scripta) are such an attraction.  By the time NV went to check next day, the bulbs had all 

been withdrawn from sale.  Well done, Jill – and Booth’s! 

SPECIAL RECORDS 

New Species Records: 

i) Established British Species 

Spreading Meadowgrass (Poa humilis) – on Greenhow Road.  (PPA)  This is the first record for this area.  

Stace says that it is greatly under-recorded. 

Equal-leaved Knotgrass (Polygonum arenastrum) – found by PPA & CRA near Arncliffe.  This is not 

uncommon, but is not always recognised.  They also identified a Purple Willow (Salix purpurea) in the same 

general area.  This species has not been recorded by WNS since 1987 ! 

Don Grant (YNU Recorder) visited OWNR in late June and had a look at the Bramble species – a tricky job! 

He kindly determined four new species for us.  These were two pink-flowered ones – Rubus dasyphyllus and 

R. echinatus, or R. echinatoides (also known to him at Nesfield), R. newbouldii, a northern species, and an 

alien, R. armeniacus (or ‘Himalayan Giant’) which has very big canes and is cultivated. 

ii) Recent Introductions 

Silver Lady’s-mantle (Alchemilla conjuncta) – in grassland on Otley Chevin.  (BB) 

Hjelmqvist’s Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster helmqvistii) – growing in a wall in Easby Drive, Ilkley.  (BB, 

determined by Mike Wilcox) 

Annual Wall-rocket (Diplotaxis muralis) – in verge of Leeds road out of Otley.  (BB) 

This is an introduced species from Europe, with a strong smell, and seeds in two rows on each side of the 

seed pod.  New species for WNS. 

On visiting the part of the river bank in Ilkley, which had been repaired with a load of aggregate, NV found a 

colourful mix including Purple Toadflax (Linaria purpurea), Californian Poppy (Eschscholzia californica), 

Musk Mallow (Malva moschata), Pot Marigold (Calendula officinalis) and Candytuft (Iberis umbellata).  

Three of the plants, namely Godetia (Clarkia amoena), Flower-of-Jove (Lychnis flos-jovis) and Yellow-

eyed-grass (Sisyrhynchium californicum) turned out to be new Vice-county Records (VCRs). 

Pencil Cedar (Juniperus virginiana) – two specimens found on the Otley – Burley old railway line 

embankment by BB.  He also found a small tree of White Cedar (Thuja occidentalis) and a plant of Soft 

Shield-fern (Polystichum setiferum).  

A Waterlily cultivar (Nymphaea cv) – appeared in the Conservation Lake at OWNR.  This has double 

crimson flowers, with white on the outer petals and is possibly N. ‘Escarboucle’ or N. ‘Attraction’.  Anyway, 

it sounds too good to throw away! 

  Another flowery new VCR was Petunia (Petunia x hybrida) – found by BB in Otley Town Centre. 

Many-flowered Rose (Rosa multiflora) – ‘A stunning display every year, including 2008.’  Hedge near 

Lindley Farm. (NF)  Obviously has been there for some years, but a new record for us.  It is an excellent 

hedging plant for keeping stock in. 

 

New Site Records: 
Field Maple (Acer campestre) – 5 plants in a hedge in Draughton Lane.  (NV) 

Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria) – on south bank of Wharfe, west of Ilkley, 

also in a roadside verge at Nesfield.  (MHA)  Looking at the record card, nearly 

all the recent Agrimony records come from Mike – it must be his forte! 

Scarlet Pimpernel (Anagallis arvensis) – near the path, Farnley Lake.  (NF) 

Black Spleenwort (Asplenium adiantum-nigrum) – growing high up in a wall in 

Victoria Avenue, Ilkley.  We do not have many sites for this species in our area.  

(BB) 

Spiked Sedge (Carex spicata) – one patch at Bolton Abbey Railway Station, in 

the fenced area. (AT et al) Also one plant in a field near Addingham cricket 

field. (NV) 

Fern-grass (Catapodium rigidum) – on a gravel bank at the south side of the Conservation Lake, OWNR.  

Found on a survey day by NV.  This is only our second record for it, the first being in a similar situation at 

Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits, found in 1987 by FCD. 

Field 
 Maple 
(EN) 
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Blue Sow-thistle (Cicerbita macrophylla) – two colonies were found on a WNS walk at Hill End, 

Hazlewood, and later identified by MHA.  PS reported that it continues to survive at its Pool Bank sites, 

despite the worst attentions of council mowers. 

Lily-of-the-Valley (Convallaria majalis) – a pleasing new site record from the Arncliffe area, in limestone 

pavement.  (BB) 

Montbretia (Crocosmia crocosmiflora) – Danefield Estate, Otley Chevin.  (BB) 

Northern Marsh-orchid (Dactylorhiza purpurella) – two flowering spikes found in a small meadow on Otley 

Chevin by BB.  He also found two spikes of Bee Orchid (Ophrys apifera) in the same area. 

Northern Bedstraw (Galium boreale) – found at two sites in lower Littondale.  The first 

site, on limestone crags, is probably the same as found by JH in 1989, but the second 

site is a welcome new one.  (CH/NV) 

Bloody Crane’s-bill (Geranium sanguineum) – found by ML & DL at Skirethorns, 

along with Twayblade. 

Marsh Pennywort (Hydrocotyle vulgaris) – on Otley Chevin.  (BB) 

Spotted Dead-nettle (Lamium maculatum) – our first record for this species since one 

from Burley in 1970!  Found by a path going east from the Fox roundabout, Menston, 

also a plant of Soft Shield-fern.  (BB) 

Common Toadflax (Linaria vulgaris) – road verge at the top of Askwith Moor.  (NV) 

Twayblade (Listera ovata) – found by work party in the verge outside Grass Wood.  

(BB, AMG)  This is a new site for it, but it has been known from very nearby in Lower 

Grass Wood since 1994. 

Tartarian Honeysuckle (Lonicera tatarica) – on Otley Chevin.  Our second record.  Its 

flowers are pinkish, not yellow.  (BB) 

Hairy Woodrush (Luzula pilosa) – in a wet flush area on Otley Chevin, Danefield Estate.  (BB) 

Gipsywort (Lycopus europaeus) – found in Sawpit Gill, Farnley.  (NF) 

Ribbed Melilot (Melilotus officinalis) – growing at the Railway side of Tesco Car Park.  (HMB) 

Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum) – good patch near edge of wood at Timble Ings.  Our first record of 

it for Timble area. (C. Slator, PR) Another new site just within our recording area was found by AMG on 

Cracoe Fell.  She also found New Zealand Willowherb (Epilobium brunnescens) there, but just outside our 

area! A third new site was found on Otley Chevin in a small area of wet heath by NB.  This is a small colony 

with Common Hemp-nettle (Galeopsis tetrahit) and Cross-leaved Heath (Erica tetralix). 

Red Bartsia (Odontites verna) – on Otley Chevin.  (BB) 

Adder’s Tongue (Ophioglossum vulgatum) – near thatched barn, Grimwith Reservoir.  Found by KB, 

checked by BB, who counted 350+ spikes. 

Amphibious bistort (Persicaria amphibia) – in a little reservoir at Farnley.  (NF) 

Common Bistort (Persicaria bistorta) – near the Washburn and a side stream, below Low Dam.  (MHA)  

Also in a road verge west of Askwith (NV), and on the old railway line near Otley (NF). 

Butterbur (Petasites hybridus) – found at Otley by CH, in old goit by the mill. 

Sea Plantain (Plantago maritima) – found in limestone pasture in Littondale.  Only the second record for it in 

our area, the first being a YNU record at Troller’s Gill. (CH/NV ) 

Manton’s Polypody (Polypodium x mantoniae) – found near Kettlewell.  (BB) 

Shivas’ Polypody (Polypodium x shivasiae) – two small colonies on limestone rocks, near Hawkswick. This 

is an uncommon hybrid found on WNS walk, confirmed later by BB. A colony was also found mixed with 

one of its parents, Intermediate Polypody (P. interjectum), on Yew Cogar Scar, by BB and confirmed by K. 

Trewren. 

Common Polypody (Polypodium vulgare) – two new sites found by BB – one south of Kettlewell Bridge in a 

roadside wall, and one on Otley Chevin, Danefield , at the top of Caley Crags. 

Marsh Cinquefoil (Potentilla palustris) – on western side of Swinsty Reservoir near willows.  Our first site 

for it at Swinsty, reported by HBe, when walking. 

False Oxlip (Primula x polyantha) – Found on the north river bank, Ilkley by BB. 

Common Fleabane (Pulicaria dysenterica) – found on Otley Chevin near a field gateway by BB.  We only 

have few records for this, the next nearest being at OWNR. 

Round-leaved Crowfoot (Ranunculus omiophyllus) – Near path from Prospect House Farm to Norwood Edge 

plantation.  (AT) 
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Red Currant (Ribes rubrum) – two new sites were found, one on the Danefield Estate, Otley Chevin, and one 

at the west side of East Chevin Road.  (BB) 

Flowering Currant (Ribes sanguineum) – in a plantation on Otley Chevin.  (BB) 

New sites for 2 attractive roses – Sweet Briar (Rosa rubiginosa) – with its apple scent was found on Otley 

Chevin.  Soft Downy-rose (Rosa mollis) – which has deep pink flowers, was found in a field corner near East 

Chevin Road.  (BB) 

Hybrid Dock (Rumex x pratensis) – in a field below Addingham bypass.  (NV)  This is the hybrid between 

Broad-leaved Dock (R. obtusifolius) and Curled Dock (R. crispus). 

Water Figwort (Scrophularia auriculata) – near path on north bank of Wharfe near Castley.  (DB) 

Narrow-leaved Ragwort (Senecio inaequidens) – Our second record for this.  On river bank, Ilkley, where 

aggregate had been brought in for repair work.  (MHA) 

Saw-wort (Serratula tinctoria) – growing downstream from Barden Bridge.  (RJB)  We only have records 

for Saw-wort from a few sites, the best-known one being Kilnsey wet meadow, so this is a good find. 

Wood Stitchwort (Stellaria nemorum) – West side of Fewston Reservoir, good patches.  (OM)  Not recorded 

from here before by WNS. 

Black Bryony (Tamus communis) – in the hedge of the lane from Bolton Abbey to Halton East, near several 

plants of Giant Bellflower (Campanula latifolia).  (NV)  This is our westernmost record for Black Bryony. 

A Yew tree (Taxus baccata) – was found by ML in the Countryside Stewardship Area on Ilkley Moor.  This 

was not in evidence in our last survey in 2005, but a small sapling could have been missed. 

Killarney fern, gametophyte stage (Trichomanes speciosum) – BB has found 3 more colonies in Panorama 

Woods, Ilkley, bringing the total of colonies in grid-square SE 1047 to 21.  Also six more colonies found in 

Heber’s Ghyll, Ilkley, so the total for grid-square SE 0947 is now 11 colonies. 

Deer-grass (Trichophorum germanicum) – on the ridge between Littondale & Wharfedale.  (NF) 

Globeflower (Trollius europaeus) – a new site in the Litton area.  (PPA & CRA) 

Blue Water-speedwell (Veronica anagallis-aquatica) – Arncliffe area.  This record is our furthest up the 

dale, and our only record for the blue-flowered species since 1998.  (PPA & CRA) 

 

FLOURISHING PLANTS THIS YEAR 

Large Bittercress (Cardamine amara) – seen on several of the early walks, looking particularly bright and 

beautiful, eg ML saw it at a spring on Ilkley Moor. 

Danish Scurvy-grass (Cochlearia danica) – doing well on the verges of Pool Bank (NF).  And elsewhere, it 

has got its feet well under the table now! 

Hundreds of Common Spotted-orchids (Dactylorhiza fuchsii) downstream from Thruscross Dam – a really 

good year for them.  (HMB)  A walker, TQ,  reported a wonderful spread of colour from Common Spotted-

orchids and Betony (Stachys officinalis) in a field to the south of Small Banks, Addingham. 

Small Teasel (Dipsacus pilosus) – downstream from Thruscross Dam, doing well. (HMB)  

Broad-leaved Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine) – over 30 flowering spikes by Westwood Drive, Ilkley.  

(ML & DL) 

‘More Ragged Robin (Lychnis flos-cuculi) on Greenhow Road than for many years.’  (OM)  (But then it does 

like it wet!) 

Common Cow-wheat (Melampyrum pratense) – GH reports finding ‘an enormous amount’ of this in Manby 

Field, Otley Chevin, but cannot recall seeing it there before, so a new site record, too. 

Three-nerved Sandwort (Moehringia trinervia) – lots near Swinsty Hall.  (OM) 

Holly Fern (Polystichum lonchitis) – a colony in limestone pavement near Arncliffe has made a welcome 

increase in size since it was counted in 2006.  (BB) 

Bird’s-eye Primrose (Primula farinosa) – lots in field close to Arncliffe and, higher up, lots of Mountain 

Pansies (Viola lutea) in early June.  (KB) Bird’s-eye Primroses also looking good 

on the west bank of the Wharfe, above Deepdale Bridge (LL). 

Cowslips (Primula veris) – found in large numbers in a field north-west of 

Kilnsey.  (NF) 

Great Burnet (Sanguisorba officinalis) – abundant in a field east of Small Banks, 

Addingham, along with Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus minor) and Meadow 

Vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis).  (NV) 
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Sticky Groundsel (Senecio viscosus) – a very large and smelly colony in the council’s road dump, 

Addingham, along with a few plants of Weld (Reseda luteola).  (NV) 

Yellow Mountain Pansies – in thousands high above Kettlewell (NF), and lots near Halton Gill (ML & DL). 

Sweet Violet (Viola odorata) – sheets of the white-flowered form at Weston in March (SW). 

 

FLOWERING DATES 

5
th
 January – 2 Lesser Celandine (Ranunculus ficaria) flowers seen, Middleton Road, Ilkley.  (DH & RH) 

5
th
 January – Common Field-speedwell (Veronica persica) in flower at Farnley.  (CH) 

23
rd

 January – Snowdrops (Galanthus nivalis) in flower in garden on edge of Ilkley Moor, also Round-leaved 

Water-crowfoot flowering in a sheltered south-facing ditch near Upper Barden Reservoir.  (ML & DL) 

24
th
 January – Snowdrops in flower in Farnley Wood.  (CH) 

16
th
 March – Wild Daffodils (Narcissus pseudonarcissus) and White Deadnettle (Lamium album) in flower 

at Leathley.  (CH). Also Bluebells on Lindley Reservoir banking.  (CH) 

21
st
 March – Bluebells starting into flower at southern edge of Middleton Woods.  (DH & RH) 

30
th
 March – Prolific well-coloured red flowers on Crowberry (Empetrum nigrum) near Upper Tarn, Ilkley 

Moor.  (ML). See photograph on colour pages. 

Early April – Ash trees (Fraxinus excelsior) in flower on the river bank, Otley.  (CH) 

8
th
 April – 3 clumps of Cowslips in flower at Bolton Abbey near the Cavendish Bridge.  (JD) 

23
rd

 June – First Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus) eaten at the top of Heber’s Ghyll  (ML) 

15
th
 November – Rue-leaved Saxifrage (Saxifraga tridactylites) in flower in the wall of Beamsley Lane.  

(NV)  Is this late for 2008, or early for 2009? 

 

OTHER MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS 

Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra) – among the plants growing in the fenced-off area at Bolton Abbey 

Railway Station was one with white flowers.  (AT et al) 

Horseshoe Vetch (Hippocrepis comosa) – was found near the Wharfe, upstream from Grassington Bridge, on 

large rocks.  (CB)  This looks to be the same area where it was recorded in 1990 by Joyce Hartley. 

CB kindly checked an old record (1990) from Helen Lefevre, of Bogbean (Menyanthes trifoliata), growing 

in a small boggy area in a field at Threshfield.  Common Butterwort (Pinguicula vulgaris) – was still 

growing there too. 

The Giant Butterbur (Petasites japonicus) colony at the Washburn site had 11 plants, not all flowering.  (NF) 

 

BOTANY SECTION OUTINGS 

Trollers Gill.  24
th

 April.  Leader – Nicky Vernon. 

A dozen people gathered on a wet morning in the car park of Parceval Hall Gardens, where we had been 

given permission to meet and leave cars.  Luckily, the day improved as we went. 

Our first plant of note was the Mistletoe (Viscum album) on an apple tree in the front garden of the tea 

rooms. 

  By Skyreholme Beck we saw two Grey Wagtails and a Dipper, and 

Hart’s-tongue Fern (Asplenium scolopendrium) and Hard Shield-fern 

(Polystichum aculeatum) were growing.  Following the path upstream into 

the gill, it was too early in the season to identify several finds properly.  

Even the young Alders (Alnus glutinosa) by the beck looked like young 

willows, with quite brightly coloured stems. 

  However, Ramsons (Allium ursinum) and Dog’s Mercury (Mercurialis 

perennis) were in evidence on the banks of the beck, and Lesser 

Celandines and Primroses (Primula vulgaris) in flower. 

  In the pasture, we found the distinctive foliage of Pignut (Conopodium 

majus), Salad Burnet (Sanguisorba minor) and Crosswort (Cruciata 

laevipes), and the old flower heads of Betony.  

  Further on, the west side of the gill is of exposed millstone grit, with Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) on the 

banks.  The many clumps of Primroses strewing the slope under the light tree cover were starting into flower, 

but some people were concerned that the nearby bracken seemed to be spreading across this area.  Wild 

Arum (Arum maculatum) and Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosella) were also here. 

Primroses 
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  A branch of the great Craven Fault system is responsible for the side-by-side occurrence of limestone and 

gritstone in this area, and after lunch, the path took us round a limestone outcrop, where the botanising was 

at an easy eye-level.  Here we saw Small Scabious (Scabiosa columbaria), Common Whitlow-grass 

(Erophila verna) and Parsley Piert (Aphanes arvensis).  The Blue Moor-grass (Sesleria caerulea) provided 

special interest, as the flower spikes showed two distinct colour-forms – the usual attractive blue-violet one, 

and a pale green form, which CH remembered seeing at Arnside Knott, and which turned out to be ‘variety 

luteo-alba’. 

  On the thin soil of the limestone ledges, Rue-leaved Saxifrage was growing, and Fairy Flax (Linum 

catharticum) and Hairy Bittercress (Cardamine hirsuta) – all plants with high light requirements as is 

Carline Thistle (Carlina vulgaris).  Patches of a thallose liverwort were eye-catching, with their fertile heads 

on little stalks. 

  Crossing the floor of the old dam, where it was wetter, the rills contained Watercress (Rorippa nasturtium-

aquaticum), Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga) and Water Mint (Mentha aquatica).   

  Nearer the old lead-mines, where the path was of crushed limestone and shining crystals of calcite, there 

were lawns of fine grasses and mosses and Cladonia – type lichens.  On the old spoil heaps, little was 

growing, because of the high lead content, so green tufts of white-flowered Spring Sandwort (Minuartia 

verna) and some fine-leaved grasses were easy to see.  Spring Sandwort is one of the few lead-tolerant 

species of flowering plants, and both Red Fescue (Festuca rubra) and Sheep’s Fescue (F. ovina) have 

evolved races which are also lead-tolerant. 

 

Kex Gill area.  8
th

 May.  Leader – Heather Burrow. 

The walk started from Hill End in warm sunshine, with a light breeze.  The edges of the A59 were seen to be 

well-fringed with Danish Scurvy-grass, as we crossed into the gill. 

  Looking at the sides of the track helped us to get our botany back into practice, with a range of familiar 

herbs.  On reaching the sheltered bottom of the valley and Kex Beck, we found Monkeyflower (Mimulus 

guttatus) and Water Mint in the water, with Western Polypody growing in the bankside. 

  Crossing the beck took us into Open Access land, where we browsed along, finding nice patches of 

Primroses and Bistort, along with Wood Sorrel and lots of Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) and 

Opposite-leaved Golden-saxifrage (Chrysosplenium oppositifolium) in the soft ground. 

  Alders fringed the beck, and the acidic nature of the soil was shown by the Bracken and Cottongrass 

(Eriophorum angustifolium).  Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris) and Marsh Marigolds (Caltha palustris) 

also grew here, and a fair amount of Alternate-leaved Golden-saxifrage (Chrysosplenium alternifolium), 

known from lower down the beck, but a new record here.  Other new site records came from one plant of 

Meadow Saxifrage (Saxifraga granulata) and a colony of Moschatel (Adoxa moschatellina). 

  At our lunch stop, we were entertained by a Cuckoo calling very nearby, and a Greater Spotted 

Woodpecker and a Curlew were seen. Several Orange Tip butterflies were enjoying the sunshine too. 

  Further downstream, the sides of the beck had some lovely flowery patches of Bluebells and Large 

Bittercress. Wet flushes on the south side of the beck had good colonies of Marsh Valerian (Valeriana 

dioica), Marsh Hawk’s-beard (Crepis paludosa) and Water Avens (Geum rivale).   In one flush there was a 

large colony of Giant Horsetail (Equisetum telmateia), with its huge 

sporing cones and young green shoots looking as if it had come straight 

out of the Carboniferous Era.  

  The path then took us up and round Howgill House, and back down to 

the beck, through an area recently planted with young trees, and where 

three ponds had been created.  Wood Anemones (Anemone nemorosa) 

were flowering in the shade of willows by the beck. 

  On regaining the A59 road verge, Rayed Groundsel (Senecio vulgaris 

var hibernicus) was spotted, as well as Thale Cress (Arabidopsis 

thaliana).  The groundsel was just two kilometres further east along the 

A59 from our other site for it.  Some clumps of lance-shaped leaves at 

the top of the steps had us puzzled, until someone remembered  what 

Colchicum leaves are like.  These appear in spring, whereas the flowers 

are autumnal. 

  Regaining our cars at Hill End, there was one final puzzle for us, in the 

form of a large colony of some kind of member of the Aster family.  We 
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had to wait until high summer, when MHA saw the plants in flower.  I think he was a little disappointed that 

it was not something more exotic, but the china blue flowers of Blue Sowthistle against the backdrop of 

Beamsley Moor made a lovely picture, and it was another new site record. 

Gait Barrows NNR.  7
th

 & 8
th

 June.  Leader: Dr. Paul Ashton. 

Several WNS members applied to attend a BSBI open training meeting at this special reserve, which is of 

great interest, particularly for its plants and insects. 

  Because the meeting was over-subscribed, Dr Paul Ashton nobly undertook to run the day twice to fit 

everyone in. 

  Gait Barrows has the largest area of open limestone in England, and it is a very hard Carboniferous 

limestone, with few fossils in it.  It is at a climatic boundary between the cooler wetter north-west and the 

warmer drier south-east.  Thus it has some species at their northern limits (eg Small-leaved Lime, Tilia 

cordata), and others (eg Blue Moor-grass) at their southern limit. 

  It has been a NNR since 1997 (created for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee).  Before that, it had been privately 

owned and water-worn limestone had been extracted from it – the scars from this work can still be seen 

today.  It has only been used for low intensity farming. 

  For those of us familiar with the limestone pavement of the Yorkshire Dales, the pavement here has a very 

different look.  For a start, there is tree cover.  Also, the slabs of limestone, or clints, are so much more 

extensive.  Plants in abundance that we are less familiar with, included Fingered Sedge (Carex digitata), 

Spring Cinquefoil (Potentilla tabernaemontani), Spindle (Euonymus 

europaeus), Juniper (Juniperus communis), Dark-red Helleborine 

(Epipactis atrorubens) and Orpine (Sedum telephium).   

  The second part of the day took us down through a species-rich 

meadow to Hawes Water, which could be explored from a board 

walk.  Here we were introduced to some unfamiliar sedges – Tufted 

Sedge (Carex elata), Long-stalked Yellow-sedge (C. lepidocarpa 

ssp lepidocarpa) and Cyperus Sedge (C. pseudocyperus). The 

higher, drier marginal area was full of Black Bogrush (Schoenus 

nigricans), with purple Butterwort flowers and pink Bird’s-eye 

Primrose flowers scattered in amongst it. 

  We wish to thank Paul and his helpers for working so hard to make 

the days enjoyable and useful learning experiences for everyone. 

 

Deepdale Meadows.  19
th

 June.  Leader – Peter Katic. 

Peter met our group at Deepdale Bridge on a welcome fine day.  He is the National Trust Warden for Upper 

Wharfedale, and he explained something of the work of the Trust in relation to the local community.  He told 

the group that two Watson brothers had bought up farms in the dales, and then the surviving brother, 

Graham, gave them to the National Trust in 1989. 

  We set off along the Deepdale track, passing a group of Aspens (Populus tremula) with their suckering 

growth habit, also a new footbridge built by the National Trust.  This was the second one needed in one year 

– the force of water proving too much for the first! 

  The first two meadows we visited were really colourful, rising over a series of ridges, with a beck running 

down one side.  Big patches of yellow Kidney Vetch (Anthyllis vulneraria) and gentian-blue Common 

Milkwort (Polygala vulgaris), with a sweep of pink Bird’s-eye Primrose started us 

off, with so many other herbs amongst these. 

  On the steeper outcrops there were Small Scabious (Scabiosa columbaria), Harebell 

and Thyme (Thymus polytrichus).  SW, a beekeeper, could smell and recognise the 

nectar from Crosswort and Pignut.  At the top was a good stand of Melancholy 

Thistle (Cirsium heterophyllum). 

  Pausing at a repaired barn, Peter explained how the design of a dales barn fitted it 

for the work of the farming year. 

  A mound in the field was full of orchids, including Common Spotted-orchid, Frog 

Orchid (Dactylorhiza viridis) and Northern Marsh-orchid , with Pill Sedge (Carex 

pilulifera) nearby. 

  At the edges of the beck we found Marsh Arrowgrass (Triglochin palustris), 

Kingcups and Tawny Sedge (Carex hostiana). 

Spindle 

HB 
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  Our next meadow was on acidic soil, with typical grasses, sedges and rushes.  A less common sedge here 

was Green-ribbed Sedge (C. binervis). 

  Walking back downhill, we found more plants typical of upland hay meadows – Wood Crane’s-bill 

(Geranium sylvaticum), Globeflower and Marsh Hawk’s-beard.  Back on the track, we saw Pyrenean 

Scurvy-grass (Cochlearia pyrenaica), Mossy Saxifrage (Saxifraga hypnoides) and Few-flowered Spike-rush 

(Eleocharis quinqueflora), together with two upland willows – Tea-leaved Willow (Salix phylicifolia) and 

Dark-leaved Willow (S. myrsinifolia). 

  In all, 156 species were found.  The day was memorable for the wonderful variety and colour of the plants, 

and the superb views down the valley. 

  Many thanks go to Peter Katic for making such a lovely day possible for us, and to the farmers, for their 

permission to visit these special meadows. 

 

Hawkswick area, Littondale.  17
th

 July.  Leader – Carmen Horner. 

The group met near Knipe Scar on a cloudy, damp day, but we had some interesting finds.   

  The day was in two parts.  The morning we spent at Knipe Scar.  Knipe Scar is owned by Guy and Iona 

Hitchon, and is now managed by English Nature.  It is grazed by cattle – fifteen in the field during May to 

November, and eight during the winter months. 

  A large field going from the road up the hillside in ridges to the rocky Knipe, gave us a good variety of 

plants.  On the lower part the flowers included Fairy Flax, Tormentil (Potentilla erecta), Selfheal (including 

a white-flowered form) (Prunella vulgaris), Cowslip, Salad Burnet and Crosswort.  There is also a nice band 

of mature Ash in this area. 

  As we ventured higher, more species started to appear – Lady’s Bedstraw (Galium verum), Common Dog-

violet (Viola riviniana) and Hairy Violet (V. hirta), Common Milkwort (Polygala vulgaris) and Dog’s 

Mercury. 

  When we got higher still, the group began to split, both groups finding very interesting things.  Amongst the 

rocks we found Common Rock-rose (Helianthemum nummularium), Thyme, Marjoram (Origanum vulgare), 

Greater Knapweed (Centaurea scabiosa), Wood Sage (Teucrium scorodonia), Limestone Bedstraw (Galium 

sterneri) and a really nice find, Northern Bedstraw.  

  In the cracks a number of ferns were spotted, including Maidenhair 

Spleenwort (Asplenium trichomanes), Brittle Bladder-fern (Cystopteris 

fragilis), Male Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas) and Hart’s-tongue.  Two small 

colonies of a Polypody proved to be the uncommon hybrid, Shivas’ Polypody, 

whose parents are Southern Polypody (P. cambricum) and Western Polypody. 

  We found a good selection of grasses and sedges, including Blue Moor-

grass, Quaking-grass (Briza media), Heath-grass (Danthonia decumbens), 

Glaucous Sedge (Carex flacca), Common Yellow-sedge (C. viridula ssp 

oedocarpa), Carnation Sedge (C. panicea) and Flea Sedge (C. pulicaria). 

During the morning we recorded 114 species. 

  After lunch, we drove across the river and went into Bottom Warren, owned 

by Roy and Chris Nelson from Bordley.  The land is grazed by sheep, but 

when the weather becomes drier, cattle will be put in.   

  As we stepped into the field, we found an unusual plant for the area, Sea 

Plantain.  It was very wet in the bottom, and we had some very interesting finds.  Amongst others were a 

lovely area of Marsh Helleborine (Epipactis palustris) and a few Fragrant Orchids (Gymnadenia conopsea).  

Many of the plants were what we had recorded on the Knipe during the morning, but the wet area was quite 

different.  There was a very pretty show of Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula) and the leaves of 

Grass-of-Parnassus (Parnassia palustris).  As we ventured up to Middle and High Warren, it was a carpet of 

colour with the Thyme and Rockrose amongst the limestone.  Around the Middle area a number of 

interesting fungi were spotted – Boletus luridus, associated with rockrose, Calocybe carnea, Calocybe 

constricta and Clitocybe gibba, all associated with grass. 

  By mid afternoon it was getting quite cold (especially for July!), so we headed back down.  Despite the 

weather we had a very good day, and the views along Littondale from the tops were a treat. 

  We had a few interesting finds on the roadside, with patches of Twayblade and Melancholy Thistle, and a 

bush of Tea-leaved Willow. 

  Our thanks go to Guy and Iona Hitchon, and to Roy and Chris Nelson, for allowing us onto their land. 

CH 
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(Report by Carmen Horner) 

 

SURVEYS 

OWNR.  5
th

 June.  Leader – Nicky Vernon. 

The area due for survey was the Stockyard.  NB explained that this was originally where extracted gravel had 

been stored.  Two years ago, silt had been temporarily dumped here, then removed for spreading elsewhere 

on the site.  Recently three ponds have been created, some mowing carried out, and a group of Alder 

Buckthorn saplings (Frangula alnus) has been planted.  In other words, this area has had a lot of change 

recently, and the plant community will take time to adjust. 

  The first part of the survey involved walking round the site to produce a species list.  New species noted 

included Raspberry (Rubus idaeus), Shepherd’s Purse (Capsella bursa-pastoris), Bog Stitchwort (Stellaria 

uliginosa) and Knotgrass (Polygonum aviculare).  A Stonewort, Chara vulgaris, was found in one of the 

ponds.  The Common Spotted-orchid colony on the east side was looking good.  In all, 84 species were 

recorded here. 

  In the second part of the survey, people worked in pairs with 1m x 1m quadrats, to find out which species 

occurred most frequently.  10 quadrats were used.  The top ten species, in order, were: 

1. Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense), 

2. Creeping Buttercup (Ranunculus repens), Rough Meadowgrass (Poa trivialis), 

4.   Ragwort (Senecio jacobea), 

5. Mouse-ear Chickweed (Cerastium fontanum), 

6. Yorkshire Fog (Holcus lanatus), 

7. Red Fescue, Creeping Softgrass (Holcus mollis), False Oatgrass (Arrhenatherum elatius), 

10. Cleavers (Galium aparine). 

37 species were recorded in the quadrats. 

  Later, the bay and headland on the Conservation Lake, and path to it, were checked.  This was last listed in 

2003 by Joyce Hartley. 

  The special plant here, Green Figwort (Scrophularia umbrosa), was doing well, with 2 good clumps in 

partial shade.  Remote Sedge (Carex remota) is still present in a small amount near the water’s edge, and 

nearby some Toad Rush (Juncus bufonius) – a new addition to the site-list. 

  Another good find was one plant of Fern-grass, on a bank next to the path, which is full of Colt’s-foot 

(Tussilago farfara) flowers in spring.  This neat little grass is typical of open well-drained sandy sites. 

 

Struff Wood, Bolton Abbey.  10
th

 July.  Leader – Roy Lingard (Head Forester) 

Struff Wood is over 11 hectares in size.  Not much forestry work has been done in the lower part of it, which 

is wetter, with a beck running at the lower edge.   

  Our track took us into the upper part of the wood, where European Larch (Larix decidua) and Japanese 

Larch (L. kaempferi), with its longer cones,  have been planted, and are due to be harvested in around ten 

years’ time.  This part of the wood is dark and damp – a good place for ferns, mosses and fungi.  Lady Fern 

(Athyrium filix-femina) and Broad Buckler-fern (Dryopteris dilatata) were plentiful, and we found a lot of 

Climbing Corydalis (Ceratocapnos claviculata) and Yellow Pimpernel (Lysimachia nemorum).  Open glades 

allowed Bracken to flourish and dominate. 

  Lots of fungi were found, including Stinkhorn (Phallus impudicus) and polypores.  The Sycamore trees 

(Acer pseudoplatanus) showed squirrel damage, with bits of bark scattered on the ground below them.  A 

good-sized Ants’ nest was seen, and a delicate Mycena fungus on a dead branch.  A plant of Scaly Male-fern 

(Dryopteris borreri) was checked for black spots at the bases of its pinnae, and found to pass its 

identification test! 

  Lower down the wood, where more light was entering, we found a much wider range of plant species and 

insect life.  Here a Bird Cherry (Prunus padus) was suffering the attentions of Tent Moth caterpillars, and a 

Buzzard was calling overhead.  

  We found a colony of ten Early-purple Orchids (Orchis mascula) under a sycamore and a bird cherry, long 

past flowering, but with good long seed pods.  The two Golden-saxifrages (ie Alternate-leaved and Opposite-

leaved) were growing together in the lower wetter corner, in some quantity.  Jelly Ear Fungus (Auricularia 

auricula-judae) was growing not on its usual choice of Elder, but on Sycamore.  Other fungi growing on 

dead wood were Dead Man’s Fingers (Xylaria hypoxylon) and Yellow Brain Fungus (Tremella mesenterica) 

– what lovely names!  Two good patches of Broad-leaved Helleborine  were spotted, mainly by AT saying, 
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‘If there are four, there will be five.’ Then, ‘If there are five, there will be six.’  It worked – it is all a matter 

of looking!  Other finds included Hairy Woodrush and a Guelder Rose (Viburnum opulus). 

  On leaving the wood, the group walked across to the riverside path.  The steep river bank was in sunshine 

and full of colour, with Harebell, Meadow Crane’s-bill (Geranium pratense) and Field Scabious (Knautia 

arvensis) providing mauves and blues, and Meadowsweet, Hoary Plantain (Plantago media) Mouse-ear 

Hawkweed (Pilosella officinarum) and Hairy St.John’s-wort (Hypericum hirsutum) adding whites and 

yellows.  The young umbels of Burnet Saxifrage (Pimpinella saxifraga) were drooping over their bare stems, 

before straightening up to flower. 

  This made a pleasant end to a day that got better as it went along. 

Many thanks yet again to Roy Lingard for arranging our day, and for accompanying us. 

 

Park House Farm.  22
nd

 May.  Leader – Olwen Middleton. 

This was our second visit to the farm, which has an interesting historical background, having been part of 

one of Fountains Abbey’s two deer parks in the past.  In the early 1700s, Brimham Deer Park was divided 

into three farms – one of them Park House Farm. 

  Our visit was one month earlier than for our 2007 visit.  Again we started in the 7-acre hay meadow.  

Overall, our species list was quite a lot shorter than before, but we were able to add three further sedge 

species and nine other herbs, including the attractive Bitter Vetchling (Lathyrus linifolius). 

  We also checked the wet West Wood, as seen from the meadow edges.  We found a further seven tree 

species, including Alder, Sessile Oak (Quercus petraea) and Grey Willow (Salix cinerea).  Nine more herb 

species were seen, including Early Dog-violet (Viola reichenbachiana). 

  After a lunch stop, the group walked downstream by the side of Thornton Beck.  Large Bittercress looked 

so attractive, with masses of white flowers.  Ragged Robin and Sweet Cicely (Myrrhis odorata) were no 

surprise, but a patch of Shining Crane’s-bill (Geranium lucidum) in the turf was something we are more used 

to seeing in a dry stone wall.  Marsh Ragwort (Senecio aquaticus) was growing by a wet gateway, and Wood 

Stitchwort at the beck-side. Near the farm’s dog-kennel was a fine clump of Tansy (Tanacetum vulgare). 

  Next we crossed the beck to enter East Wood, passing clumps of Hemlock Water-dropwort (Oenanthe 

crocata) growing near the water.  The wood was colourful with flowering Ramsons and Bluebells, with the 

occasional Green-veined White or Peacock Butterfly fluttering by.  A good specimen of the fungus King 

Alfred’s Cakes (Daldinia concentrica) was spotted on fallen wood. 

  Hazel (Corylus avellana) was the most common tree here, with Alders and the occasional Beech (Fagus 

sylvatica) and Silver Birch (Betula pendula).  An area of Poplars (Populus sp) around 50 years old and a 

good size, which had been planted as a crop tree, were marked for felling soon.    

  The drier parts of the wood had a different ground flora, with Yellow Pimpernel and Greater Woodrush 

(Luzula sylvatica).  Other nice finds in the understorey were patches of Sanicle (Sanicula europea) and 

trailing plants of Black Bryony. 

  We wish to thank the farm-owners, Tony and Jenny Garman, for allowing us to explore their farm, and for 

telling us something of its story. 

 

Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits 

The main job here has been to continue updating of records.  Because the two sides have different ownership 

and management, I have decided to split our records into separate lists for North-West and South-East sides, 

to give a clearer picture of what is where, and how it is faring. 

  Sadly, the lovely displays of flowering orchids still seem to be a thing of the past.  Any such site is bound to 

change with time.  Trees, brambles, mosses – and alien species – will grow, and management aims need to 

be clear as to how future work should be directed. 

  120 species for which we have earlier records, have not been seen on the site since 1995.  Of these, 48 

species are of more particular botanical / ecological interest, and 28 species are for plants of wet places, both 

marginals and aquatics.  The repeated and recent use of weed killer on the East Lagoon hardly promotes its 

biodiversity, and is not in keeping with its status as a SEGI. 

1 2 
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  Steve Parkes has organised the setting-up of three small test areas in 2009, to see if we can 

learn anything about the effects of    i) grazing rabbits and    ii) moss cover, on the growth of 

seedlings.  The test areas are of  

    ‘Latin Square’ design, ie: 

1. fenced off, moss raked off 

2. fenced off, moss not raked 

3. not fenced, moss not raked  

4. not fenced, moss raked off 

Three species were re-found in 2008, after a long gap.  A small patch of Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage  
was found near the river path on the eastern side (not recorded since 1986), and a very small clump of Pale 

Sedge (Carex pallescens) found to the south of the western lagoon (not seen since1994).  Not far from the 

wire fence, 1 plant of Burnet Rose (Rosa pimpinellifolia) was found.  FCD remembers it as a possible hybrid 

form or cultivar. 

New Records are as follows: 

West Side     East Side 

Lesser Pond-sedge - (Carex acutiformis)   Tufted Forget-me-not – (Myosotis laxa) 

Hoary Willowherb – (Epilobium   Short-fruited Willowherb – (E. obscurum) 

 parviflorum)  Bracken – a small patch 

Grey Willow – (Salix cinerea cinerea)  Bottle Sedge – (Carex rostrata)  

A hybrid willow    Scaly Male-fern – 1 

      Lady Fern 

      Male Fern 

      2 different hybrid willows 

       

The Hay Time Project 

This project, supported by the Yorkshire Dales Millenium Trust, Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 

and the North Pennines AONB Partnership, aims to conserve and restore species-rich hay meadows in the 

Yorkshire Dales and North Pennines, and to promote a greater understanding and enjoyment of them. Upland 

hay meadows form a UK BAP priority habitat that is nationally scarce.  About 80 hectares of it (around 

10%) are in Yorkshire. 

  The Project Officer in the Yorkshire Dales is Dr. Pippa Rayner.  Several WNS members offered to help her 

in the survey work.  This involves visiting hay meadows known to be species-rich and to be traditionally 

managed, which had been offered as donors of green hay.  (This green hay concentrate, full of seeds, is then 

spread on a nearby recipient meadow, prepared beforehand, with the aim of improving its biodiversity in 

time.) 

  Our job was to survey meadows from which a crop of green hay had been removed the previous year, to see 

whether this had had any harmful effects on them. 

  In the end, we only managed to survey one meadow in Upper Ribblesdale.  Four brave souls ventured out 

on a very wet June day, and plodged round the meadow, recording plants by a standard procedure which 

Pippa had explained.  The meadow was a lovely one, containing Globeflowers and Wood Crane’s-bill, 

among many other attractive species.  By early afternoon, however, we were soaked through and chilled, and 

beat a retreat home.  We were able to agree that upland hay meadow plants in Yorkshire have to be able to 

survive a harsh sub-montane climate, typically cold, wet and windy! 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Many thanks to everyone who sent in records, even in a rather wet season, when botanising on a walk is not 

the most tempting activity! Also I wish to thank all those who planned, arranged and led outings for us.  

PP & CR Abbott (PPA & CRA)   Don Grant (DG) (YNU) 

Michael Atkinson (MHA)   Joyce Hartley (JH)    

Helen Beaven (HBe)    Gordon Haycock (GH) 

Christine Bell, UWFS (CB)   Carmen Horner (CH)   

Ann Bickley (AB)    David & Rosemary Howson (DH & RH) 

Nevil Bowland (NB)    Midge & David Leather (ML & DL) 

David Brear (DB)    Linda Lee (LL) 

Bruce Brown (BB)    David Martin (Natural England) 
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Karen Bullimore (KB)    Olwen Middleton (OM) 

Heather & Dick Burrow (HMB & RJB)  Joan Powell (JP) 

Jill Collinson (JC)    Tim Quantrill (TQ) 

Jenny Dixon (JD)    Anne & Peter Riley (AR & PR) 

Freda Draper (FCD)    Anne Tupholme (AT) 

Nyree Fearnley (NF)    Sarah Ward (SW)  

Audrey Gramshaw (AMG)       

Nicky Vernon 

 

AMPHIBIANS 
 

CAUDATA    TAILED AMPHIBIANS 

GREAT CRESTED NEWT Triturus cristatus 
No records. 

PALMATE NEWT Triturus helveticus 

5 found at Sun Lane during swabbing for Chytrid Fungus on 17
th
 March. Also seen at Timble ponds and 

York Gate. 

SMOOTH NEWT Triturus vulgaris 
Male and female active in York Gate pond 23

rd
 January. Four found during swabbing at Sun Lane and 21 

were caught in Bottle Traps. Also seen at OWNR; last seen in Feeder Wood under mats on 1
st
 October. 

ALPINE NEWT Triturus alpestris 
Reports from Sun Lane – nine found during swabbing for Fungus. Most seen 44 males and 15 females at 

various places on the site. 

 

ANURA    TAIL-LESS AMPHIBIANS 

COMMON TOAD Bufo bufo 
Six found whilst swabbing for Fungus at Sun Lane .At OWNR Toads in 

amplexus on 3
rd

 April. First spawn 9
th
 April and by 17

th
 April lots of spawn at 

Timble. Over 30 males at OWNR on 21
st
 April. By now spawn at Timble, 

OWNR, York Gate Pond, Farnley and Rowley Beck. 1000s of Toadpoles in 

York Gate Pond on 2
nd

 June. Eight seen on Reptile survey on Otley Chevin on 

8
th
 August. Last seen on Otley Chevin on 13

th
 October – three under mats. 

 

COMMON FROG Rana temporaria  
Two first recorded at OWNR on 19

th
 January and one from Addingham on 23

rd
 January. First spawn from 

an Otley garden on 9
th
 February. Two more lots in February from Swinsty and Birdcage Walk. Hundreds 

of batches of spawn at OWNR between 7
th
 and 16

th
 March. A report of spawn at over a 1000ft on 

Addingham Moorside on 16
th
 March, followed by lots of spawn from all over our WNS area. Froglets seen 

in Strid Wood on 15
th
 July and on 6

th
 August at Skirethorns. Five seen on Reptile survey on Otley Chevin. 

Last one seen at OWNR on 13
th
 October. 

FROG NOTES: 

A frog found at Wilsden on 17
th

 April 2008 had a rare genetic condition which makes almost all the colour in the 

frog’s skin disappear. This condition is called xanthic – a very rare condition. 

KILLER FUNGUS The species of chytrid fungus, Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis, often fatally infecting 

amphibians, was first described in this country only in 1999. Since then it has done tremendous damage. The 

fungus originated in South Africa and the earliest record is of a museum specimen from the 1930s. It was 

initially spread by the trade in clawed frogs and now proliferates along watercourses via amphibian populations. 

 

SQUAMATA    SCALY REPTILES 

ADDER Vipera berus 

First seen out of hibernation – two Males on 18
th
 February. Most seen 7 males +1 female on 2

nd
 April. 

SLOW WORM Anguis fragilis 
Nine records from three sites. One at Hoodstorth on 31

st
 March; most seen two 

males on 2
nd

 April below Thruscross, one female seen between 25
th
 July and 3

rd
 

August. One found dead on the back road at Bolton Abbey on 30
th
 August. 

DA 

DA 
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COMMON LIZARD Lacerta vivipara 
Records from Timble Ings on 1

st
 July, Ilkley Moor – two seen on 6

th
 July, One spotted on Simons Seat on 

20
th
 July. A juvenile at Lindley Wood and also a cast skin under one of the mats at Lindley on 1

st
 August. 

 

CONTRIBUTORS D Alred, N&A Bowland, K Bullimore, D&H Burrow, M Hamflett, G Haycock, L 

Dewdney, M Leather, P&Klimb, L Lukats, P Millard, P Purvis, N Vernon.  

Nevil Bowland 

 

MAMMALS 
INSECTIVORA    INSECTIVORES 

HEDGEHOG Erinaceus europaeus 
Twelve road deaths reported. First seen in Ilkley on 1

st
 April. J Dixon has been having her usual visitors, 

courting behaviour on 27
th
 April, up to 4 adults in May. Her last sighting was on 12

th
 September. Noted 

sparsely in WNS area from Hubberholme to Otley. Last seen on 11
th
 November. 

MOLE Talpa europaea 
Activity widespread in our area with many molehills. At Sun Lane one came to the surface in the Paddock 

on 4
th
 April. Dead moles at Langstrothdale and Strid Wood. One found live under a tile at OWNR on 15

th
 

July. 

COMMON SHREW Sorex araneus 
Noted under mats at Sun Lane on 10

th
 April and OWNR on 19

th
 April. Often brought in by cat at 

Beamsley. Two skulls from Long-eared Owl pellets from Timble. Two found dead on Otley Chevin in 

September and October. Also found dead at Addingham and Timble.  

PYGMY SHREW Sorex minutus 

Two sightings from Strid Wood on 15
th
 July and one dead in an Addingham garden. 

WATER SHREW Neomys fodiens 
No reports this year. 

 

CHIROPTERA    BATS 

DAUBENTON’S BAT Myotis daubentoni 

No records this year. 

NOCTULE BAT Nyctalus noctula 

One flying overhead at OWNR at 11am on 3
rd

 April. 3 seen from Bolton Abbey Bridge on 3
rd

 April and 

two flying over Farnley Wood. 

PIPISTRELLE Pipistrellus pipistrellus 
First seen flying at Otley on 30

th
 March. Others seen at Menston, Chevin, Bolton Abbey, and Farnley 

Wood. Last seen at Addingham on 27
th
 October. 

 

LAGOMORPHA    RABBITS AND HARES 

RABBIT Oryctolagus cuniculus 
Many reports, still very abundant in WNS area. Recorded from Langstrothdale to Otley, with records of 

five black rabbits. 

HARE Lepus capensis 

Most records from the Washburn. First reports of boxing from Farnley on 12
th
 January. Others seen at 

Trollers Gill, Timble and Addingham. Most seen together three. 

 

RODENTIA    RODENTS 

RED SQUIRREL Sciurus vulgaris 

No records. 

GREY SQUIRREL Sciurus carolinensis 

Many reports from WNS area from Park Rash to Otley. Damage to Sycamore and Silver Birch from 

Bolton Abbey, Grass Wood and OWNR. A great nuisance at bird feeders.  

BANK VOLE Clethrionomys glariolus 
One ran in front of a bike on Otley Road. Noted under mats at Sun Lane and OWNR. Four caught in 

Longworth traps at OWNR on 12
th
 July. 

FIELD VOLE Microtis agrestis 

Common Lizards 
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A count of 64 from Long-eared Owl pellets from Timble on 2
nd

 May. 

WOOD MOUSE Apodemus sylvaticus 

Still feeding under bird feeders at Ben Rhydding and Otley. At Otley one was trapped in a feeder but was 

rescued. Often caught by cat at Beamsley. A count of 3 from Long eared owl pellets at Timble on 2
nd

 May. 

Five caught in Longworth traps at Otley on 12
th
 July. One was eating bread from sandwiches at Barden on 

13
th
 June. 

COMMON RAT Rattus norvegicus 

Three road kills at Otley, Beamsley and Kilnsey, all early in the year. 

CARNIVORA   CARNIVORES 

FOX Vulpes vulpes 

Three road deaths at Pool, Otley and Farnley. Singles seen at Otley, Leathley, Littondale, Ben Rhydding 

and Beamsley. Two cubs at Burley in June. One crossing Burley Bypass via the roundabout in November. 

STOAT Mustela erminea 
 

Mostly seen at OWNR. One was seen to 

kill two rabbits in less than an hour at Grass 

Wood on 25
th
 June (photograph by KB). 

Singles noted at Langbar, Timble and 

Barden. Kills were seen at OWNR and 

Grassington. At Yockenthwaite one was 

seen to jump over a metre gap to cross the 

river. 

WEASEL Mustela nivalis 

More records than usual – 16 in all. Spotted at OWNR, Barden, Burley, Hoodstorth, Gallows Hill, 

Coverdale and Pool Bank. One was mobbed by Magpies at OWNR. 

POLECAT FERRET Mustela furo 

Two killed on the road – one at Grassington and the other at Beamsley; both were big animals. 

MINK Mustela vison 

One seen from Bolton Bridge on 6
th
 April. Noted from OWNR in April and September. At least four 

dispatched during the year on the Wharfe. 

BADGER Meles meles 

Eight road kills this year. Sets visited as usual – not quite as much activity. One visits J Dixon’s garden to 

eat the food she puts out for her Hedgehogs. 

OTTER Lutra lutra 

Spraint at OWNR from January to early May and then from July to the end of the year. Spraint and 

footprints also seen in the Washburn and Hag Beck. One otter seen with a fish at Burley on 2
nd

 April. A 

dog otter killed on Addingham bypass near Cocking Lane on 24
th
 November was passed on to the 

authorities. 

RED DEER Cervus elaphus  
No reports. 

ROE DEER Capreolus capreolus 

52 records of Roe from all parts of WNS area with two road kills. Heard barking at Strid Wood. A doe with 

two kids seen at Kex Gill and Otley Chevin, and three were seen on the road at Ben Rhydding. 

 

CONTRIBUTORS: D Alred, N&A Bowland, K Bullimore, J M Clapham, F Clark, S.M Conway, L 

Dewdney, J Dixon, N Fearnley,  J Flood, G&A Foggit. A Gill, A Gramshaw, M Hamflett, G Haycock, D 

Howson, P&K Limb, D Odel, J Pierce, P Purvis, A&P Riley, D L Robinson, E Scarfe, N Vernon, M 

Weather, P Wild. 

 

Thanks to all who sent in records – this would not be possible without YOU. Apologies for errors or 

omissions 

Nevil Bowland.  

 

 

BUTTERFLIES 

KB 
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Following the disappointments of the previous year, 2008 was even worse! The Spring had so many rainy 

days in March and April that there was not the full benefit of a dry May. The Summer was very poor with 

few if any warm sunny spells. Consequently mortality rates in the early stages of the insects will have been 

high, and those that successfully hatched will have sheltered more and flown less. It was inevitable that 

butterfly sightings would be down again. 

There was one January sighting and nine from February covering three species. Then there were virtually 

no March sightings until the last three days. Mid-April was also a blank period. 

26 species were recorded in 2008, with the two occasional migrants Clouded Yellow and Camberwell 

Beauty failing to appear, and no sighting of Dingy Skipper. There were few Painted Lady sightings. 

Butterflies were seen from January to November and 49 people sent in records, some 3300 in total This is 

the sixth year running we have topped 3000, but the comments and the number of records from many 

observers showed that for them it was a disappointing season. 

The records table below shows that the period to the end of April was poor, although there was some 

recovery by the end of June. Also from the records, it is clear that a reasonable autumn could not make up for 

the poor summer. 

 

Year % by end April  % by end June 

2003 9%  34% 

2004 5%  30% 

2005 7%  28% 

2006 2.5%  20% 

2007 15%  36% 

2008 3.5%  27% 

Percentage of year’s records by the end of April, by the end of June 

 

Once again Rank Order is used below to compare the fortunes of our species. The Rank Order of a species 

is based on the number of sightings relative to other species and can show trends.  

For the WNS this highlights the spread of the Speckled Wood in the last 5 years, moving up the rank order 

from 21
st
 most common, to 8

th
, 5

th
, 2

nd
 and now 1

st
. 

Another pleasant surprise is the rise of the Dark Green Fritillary for the third year running, from 26
th
 to 19

th
. 

It seems to be establishing itself quite widely in Upper Wharfedale. 

The worry about the Common Blue persists in spite of a rise to 12
th
 in 2008. The two-generation Common 

Blues have again had poor years with numbers being very small. In contrast the Holly Blue maintained its 

ranking and the Small Copper improved slightly to 17
th
. 

The nymphalids had mixed fortunes and numbers were disappointing. Peacock did well and was 2
nd

, Small 

Tortoiseshell and Comma were 5
th
 and 7

th
 respectively. As might be expected the migrant Red Admiral (4

th
) 

had an indifferent year, and hardly any Painted Ladies were seen, dropping its ranking to 25
th
. 

Of the localised residents White-letter Hairstreak was satisfactory but there were very few sightings of 

Purple Hairstreak. 

Ringlet, 8
th
, thrived once again with good numbers were seen – over 70% of the 100+ records this year 

were ringlets.  

The sun-loving Wall had a second poor season, but the other browns were satisfactory.  Once again there 

was a sighting of Gatekeeper in Upper Wharfedale where it appears they now have a foothold. 

Details of individual species follow. The initials in square brackets denote individual observers whose 

names are at the end of the report. ‘New sites’ denotes new 1km. squares on the WNS map. 
 

 

HESPERIIDAE 

1526 SMALL SKIPPER Thymelicus sylvestris  

118 Sightings, 34 Sites.  

An average number of records this year, but slightly fewer sightings and sites than 

2007.  Records came from Trollers Gill, Bolton Abbey station, and Ilkley to Otley. 

Seen in the Washburn up to Humberstone Bank. and at Duck Street Quarry(DSQ) 

DH 

DL 
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Greenhow, Timble Ings, Grimwith and Stainburn Moor There were four new sites  at March Gill [DA], 

Humberstone Bank [MB], and two near Otley [GH]. Seen on eleven sites in the upper dale, from Grass 

Wood to Low Greenfield. with a new site at Conistone Scot Gate [MB] and a peak count of 23 at Lower 

Grass Wood [GL]. Recorded first on 5th June at Otley Wetlands [DA], and last on 11
th
 September at 

Menston [DM]. Overall peak count was 200 at Timble Ings on 6
th
 August [KL]. 

1531 LARGE SKIPPER Ochlodes venata 

37 Sightings, 16 Sites.   

A disappointing year. Insects were seen at Burley, Otley, a new site at Castley [DPB], Stainburn Forest, 

Timble Ings and up the Washburn to a new site at Humberstone Bank [MB]. There were five sightings 

from Upper Wharfedale, with a peak count there of two at Bastow Wood [SG]. First seen on 6
th
 June at 

Otley Wetlands [KL], last seen on 23
rd

 August at Timble Ings [SG]. 

The peak count was 18 at Stainburn Forest on 12
th
 July [DH]. There were no other counts in double 

figures. 

 

 

PIERIDAE 

1546 BRIMSTONE Gonepteryx rhamni 

25 Sightings, 9 Sites.  

The worst year since 2003. First seen on 31
st
 March in Burley [FD], and last on 20

th
 September in Ilkley 

[MA]. Three quarters of the records were from Burley where Freda Draper reports them breeding in her 

garden. Other records came from Ilkley [PRE, DH], Timble Ings [SG], Folly Hall Wood [KL] and 

Stainburn Forest [AG]. The peak count was two in spring and in summer [FD]. Seven of the reports 

included females.  

There were over 150 records of unidentified Whites, probably a mixture of Small/Green-veined Whites 

and female Orange Tips.  

1549 LARGE WHITE Pieris brassicae 

160 Sightings, 32 Sites.   

More records than in 2007. The peak number seen was nine, on the 17
th
 August at Burley [PR]. Scattered 

widely over the two dales. First seen on 29
th
 March in Addingham [NV], and the last on 11

th
 October on 

Otley Chevin [NB].  

1550 SMALL WHITE Pieris rapae  

160 Sightings, 39 Sites.   

The number of sightings was similar to that in 2007, well down on the average. Seen widely in both dales, 

up to Kettlewell and Thruscross, and at Greenhow. The first sighting was very late, 5
th
 May on two Ilkley 

sites [DH], and the last was on 18
th
 October at Otley Wetlands [KL].  The peak count was a poor eight on 

15
th
 August at Greenhow [MB].  

1551 GREEN-VEINED WHITE Pieris napi 

199 Sightings, 58 Sites.   

Sightings fell further below the average yet they came from most of our area. First seen on 30
th
 April at 

Ilkley [DL], last noted on 24
th
 September at Middleton Woods [DH]. The largest count was of 30 on 29

th
 

August at Greenhow [MB]. There were five other counts of 20 or above, including one at Nethergill, 

Oughtershaw [DPB]. 

1553 ORANGE TIP Anthocharis cardamines 

99 Sightings, 35 Sites.   

This butterfly had its worst year since 2003. There were sightings up Wharfedale to 

Grass Wood [LD, SG, TV]. Washburndale insects were seen as far as Swinsty [ES]. 

There were no new sites. First seen on 22
nd

 April at Burley [DA], and the last 

sighting was also in Burley on 29
th
 June [FD]. The highest count was 11 at Lindley 

Wood on 7
th
 May [SG]. There were no other counts in double figures. 

 

 

LYCAENIDAE 

1555 GREEN HAIRSTREAK Callophrys rubi 

38 Sightings, 23 Sites.  
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A poor year, the worst since 2003. First report was on 2
nd

 May at Rushy Beck, Burley Moor [DH] and the 

last was on 11th June at Snowden Crags [PR]. The largest counts were approximately100 at Hawksworth 

Moor on 23
rd

 May [PRE] and 52 on the Butterfly Conservation walk at Otley Chevin on 10
th
 May. There 

was a new site at How Gill, furthest up the dale so far, (excluding the limestone records) [PM]. There were 

seven records in Upper Wharfedale with the most Northerly three seen at Conistone on 10
th
 May [TV]. 

1557 PURPLE HAIRSTREAK Neozephyrus quercus 

3 Sightings, 3 Sites.   

A very poor year, the worst since 2001. The first seen was on 28
th
 July at Barden Scale [KL]. The last on 

the 10
th
 August [DH] and the most seen, three on 4

th
 August [DHM] were both at Middleton Hospital.  

1558 WHITE-LETTER HAIRSTREAK Satyrium w-album 

20 Sightings, 7 Sites. 

Better than 2007 and quite a good year. The first sighting of two was on 3
rd

 July at Ben Rhydding Gravel 

Pits [DH], where the peak sighting of five occurred on 10
th
 July. The last sighting was in Burley Station 

Road on 2
nd

 August [PR]. Other sites were Addingham Old Road, Middleton Wood edge [DH], Otley 

riverside [GH] and Otley Wetlands NR [DA, KB, PR]. 

1561 SMALL COPPER Lycaena phlaeas  

69 Sightings, 27 Sites.   

A little better than 2007. Seen in mid-Wharfedale up to Hebden Edge [AB], and three times in Upper 

Wharfedale in and near Grassington [AB, GL, TV]. Seen in the Washburn up to Hoodstorth [DA], and at 

DSQ Greenhow [MB]. First sighted on 12
th
 May at Hoodstorth [DA].  There was a peak number of five on 

9
th
 June at Timble Ings [DA], also in the second generation on 15

th
 August at Otley Wetlands [KB, PR] 

The last record was on 24
th
 October at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits [DH]. 

1573 NORTHERN BROWN ARGUS Plebeius (Aricia) artaxerxes  

21 Sightings, 8 Sites.   

An average year with a recovery from 2007. The transect at Long Ashes [GL] was walked, as presumably 

was that at Bastow Wood from where we only have casual records. The most seen was 25 at Bastow Wood 

on 16th June [SG], 15 at Park Gill on 3rd July [PM], and 12 at Long Ashes on 24th June [DL]. The first 

sighting was on 10th June, four insects on the Long Ashes transect [GL], and the last insect was at Bastow 

Wood on 23rd July [TV]. Other sightings were at Arnecliffe [PM], Kilnsey [PM, DH], Knipe Barn [PM], 

and near Skirethorns [DH]. 

1574 COMMON BLUE Polyommatus icarus 

99 Sightings, 34 Sites.   

There were four new sites including Penyghent gill [KB], Low Greenfield [KL], and Bycliffe road near 

Conistone [KB]. The insect was seen widely over Wharfedale but the only Washburn record was at 

Lindley [NB]. At DSQ Greenhow there was the largest count of 136 butterflies on 20
th
 July [MB]. This 

was well down on earlier years. Next largest was 76 butterflies seen at Bolton Abbey station on 9
th
 July 

[DH]. The first sighting from the single-brooded sites was on 4
th
 June at Long Ashes [GL], and the last on 

18
th
 September at Greenhow [MB].  

  The largest counts on the known double-brooded sites were four in the first generation at Sun Lane NR 

on 20
th
 June, and two in the second generation there on 1

st
 September [PR]. The first sighting was on 5

th
 

June at Otley Wetlands NR [DA] and the last was there on 20
th
 September [KB, NB, PR]. There was a 

count of 11 at Middleton Hospital on 1
st
 July [DH], but in 2008 the site showed no signs of a second brood.  

1580 HOLLY BLUE Celastrina argiolus. 

73 Sightings, 18 Sites.   

An average number of sightings but recorded only in the area from Ilkley to Otley. The first sighting was 

on 29
th
 April in FD’s garden in Burley and the last was in Menston on 20

th
 September [DM]. The most 

seen were four in the Parish Ghyll area of Ilkley on 13
th

 May [DHM].  

 

NYMPHALIDAE 

1590 RED ADMIRAL Vanessa atalanta 

216 Sightings, 55 Sites.   

No winter sightings this year.  

Seen throughout Wharfedale up to Starbotton [AG] and Arnecliffe [GL]. Few reported from the Washburn, 

although some on the surrounding high land including DSQ Greenhow [MB]. The first sighting was on 
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26
th
 April at Grass Wood [TV]. The last was seen on 21

st
 October at Ben Rhydding [DH] The peak count 

was 11 on 21
st
 September in Middleton [RBD], and there were10 on the Wharfedale Hospital site [RBD]. 

1591 PAINTED LADY Vanessa cardui 

9 Sightings, 8 Sites. 

The worst year since 1997. The first sighting was on 9
th
 May at Lippersley Ridge [KL]. The last sighting 

was on 21
st
 September at Otley Wetlands NR [PP]. Only single butterflies were seen in every case. 

1593 SMALL TORTOISESHELL Aglais urticae 

208 Sightings, 70 Sites.   

The worst year since 2004, but seen throughout Wharfedale up to Starbotton [AG] and Arnecliffe [GL] and 

in a number of places in the Washburn.  First seen on 7
th
 February in Menston [JC], and last on 12

th
 

October in a Burley garden [FD]. The peak count was 31 at DSQ Greenhow [MB] and there were seven 

other counts in double figures. 

1597 PEACOCK Inachis io 

392 Sightings, 84 Sites.  

Still common, although less so than in 2006-7, First seen on 28
th
 January 

in Menston [KL] and there were two February records, in Washburndale 

[GH] and Ben Rhydding [DH]. Last seen on 7
th
 November in a Burley 

garden [FD].  

  There were peak counts of 30 on 16
th
 August at Middleton Hospital 

[RBD] and Beamsley [GF] on 5
th
 September. There were13 other counts 

in double figures, five in September, seven in August, and one in May. 

1598 COMMA Polygonia c-album 

178 Sightings, 40 Sites.   

An average year, but the records included 2 new sites in Otley [GH, ES].   

The first butterfly was seen at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits on 9
th
 February [SP] and there were two other 

February records [KB, KL].  The last was seen on 25
th
 October in Menston [DM]. In the Spring five insects 

were the most seen, these at Otley Wetlands NR [SG]. Overall the peak number of 12 was seen on three 

occasions between 1
st
 and 25

th
 September at Middleton Hospital [DHM, DH]. At all other sites records 

were in single figures.  

1607 DARK GREEN FRITILLARY Argynnis aglaja 

41 Sightings, 22 Sites.   

The most sightings and sites ever, all in Upper Wharfedale bar a wanderer on 26
th
 July at Bolton Abbey 

station [DH]. There were nine new sites, the most significant of which were Oughtershaw [DPB], Low 

Greenfield (4 seen) [KL], and Penyghent Gill (2 seen) [KB]. 

  The peak numbers were 10 on 4
th
 August at Park Gill near Kettlewell [KL] and the same number on 21

st
 

July at Bastow Wood [SG]. Nine were seen nearby on 27
th
 July [KB], and on 21

st
 July eight in 

Yockenthwaite meadows [PR]. At Trollers Gill there were seven on 25
th
 and four on 29

th
 Aug. [DH, KB].  

  The earliest record was on 3rd July at Park Gill [PM]. The last was seen on 29
th
 August at DSQ 

Greenhow [MB]. There were only two singletons in Littondale. 

 

 

SATYRIDAE 

1614 SPECKLED WOOD Pararge aegeria 

415 Sightings, 71 Sites.  Still expanding its range, with 11 new squares in the South of our region. 

More records this year, now our commonest butterfly. 

The earliest records were on 5
th
 May in Otley [NB, KL]. The latest records were on 24

th
 October at Otley 

Wetlands NR [NB] and Middleton Woods [DH]. The largest number seen in the first half of the year was 

15 on 9
th
 June at Otley Wetlands NR [PR], and on 18

th
 September the same recorders saw the peak number 

of 65 on the same site.  

1615 WALL Lasiommata megera 

46 Sightings, 25 Sites.   

Continuing to decline with records well down on 2007. There were five 

around Grassington and one on a new site at Kilnsey [DH]. Lower down 

the Wharfe valley seen near Skyreholme, Barden Scale, Addingham, 

Ilkley, Burley, Menston and Otley. In the Washburn area seen near 

DL 
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Lindley, Dob Park, Timble Ings, Stainburn Forest, then DSQ Greenhow. The first seen were four on 23
rd

 

April at Timble Ings [KL]. Last seen on 28
th
 September at two sites near Burley Moor [GH], and two at 

Lower Grass Wood [TV]. The highest count was five on 7
th
 June at Timble Ings [KB]. There were notable 

new sites on Middleton Moor [KB] and at High Denton Farm [PR]. 

1625 GATEKEEPER Pyronia tithonus 

73 Sightings, 20 Sites.   

After four good years, 2008 was disappointing.  One record from a new site in Upper Wharfedale, Lower 

Grass Wood [GL].  Lower down the valley insects were seen around Trollers Gill, in Ilkley, Burley, 

Menston, Otley, and a few sites in the Washburn area including Dob Park and near Stainburn Forest, with 

substantial numbers at Timble Ings and Thruscross.  First seen on 27
th
 June at Burley Sun Lane NR [LL], 

and the last on 6
th
 September on the same site [DH]. The most seen were 49 on 26

th 
July at Sun Lane NR 

[PR] and 45 on the same day at Otley Wetlands [PP]. 

1626 MEADOW BROWN Maniola jurtina  

231 Sightings, 72 Sites.   

Another average year with sightings throughout the dales, although there were few near the Wharfe from 

Hebden to Addingham. Two new sites in Littondale [KB], and another at Low Greenfield [KL]. The first 

sighting was two on 22
nd

 June at Otley Wetlands NR [DA, KB]. The last was seen there on 21
st
 September 

at [PP]. The peak sighting was also there, 83 on 21
st
 July [ES] and 81 on 26

th
 July [PP]. Over 50 were seen 

on three other sites. 

1627 SMALL HEATH Coenonympha pamphilus 

80 Sightings, 42 Sites.  

Quite a good year with one significant new site, Hawkswick Clowder [KB], where nine were seen on 

8
th
June. Seen widely in upper Wharfedale with two sites in Langstrothdale and one in Littondale [all AG]. 

The largest number seen there was 22 at Conistone Dib on 27
th
 July [KB]. Down the valley there were 

records from Hebden [ABK], Grimwith [KB], Trollers Gill [4 recorders], Barden Scale [KL], Bolton 

Abbey station [DH], Middleton and Denton moors [DA, PR] and Otley [DPB, SG]. In the Washburn there 

were sightings at Timble Ings [5 recorders], Stainburn Forest [AG, DH], Kex Gill [PR], above Thruscross 

[MB], and at DSQ Greenhow [MB]. The first record was on 10
th
 May at Otley [DPB], and the last two 

sightings were near Conistone Dib on 20
th
 September [GL]. The peak number of 51 was seen on 24

th
 

August at Trollers Gill [KB]. Nine other sightings were in double figures. 

1629 RINGLET Aphantopus hyperantus 

171 Sightings, 51 Sites.   

The weather suited this butterfly, and it had a second good year with fourteen new sites. Extending its 

range in Upper Wharfedale with new sites in Littondale [PM] and Langstrothdale [KL, PR], and five 

others North of Grassington. In the lower dale seen at Hebden Gill, around Trollers Gill,  Barden Scale, 

Bolton Abbey station and Ilkley through to Castley. Seen in the Washburn on a walk from Dob Park to 

Lindley Wood, at Timble Ings, and up to Thruscross, also at Stainburn Forest and DSQ Greenhow [MB].  

  Peak numbers of over 200 were estimated on two sites, although the real figures may have been many 

more. The sites were Otley Wetland NR [PR] on 30
th
 June and 12

th
 July, and Middleton Hospital on 13

th
 

July [DHM]. Over 50 were seen on seven other sites. 

  The earliest record was on 20
th
 June at Burley Sun Lane NR [PR], and the last on 21

st
 September at Grass 

Wood [TM]. 

 

In compiling this report I am very grateful for the help of many WNS members, the Upper Wharfedale Field 

Society, Butterfly Conservation, and friends. Most of the records have come directly, but others have come 

via Gerald Light of the UWFS.  

I apologise for any errors or omissions. 

 

Records were received from the following  

Alder, C; Alred, D & J (DA); Atkinson, M & D (MA); Barnham, M (MB); Belwood, R (RBD); Benson, D & 

A; Bostock, A (AB); Bowland, A & N (NB); Brear, D & P (DPB); Bullimore, K (KB); Burrow, R & H (RB); 

Chalmers, T & M (TC); Clapham & Gramshaw (CG); Clapham, J (JC); Clements, E (EC); Dewdney, L 

(LD); Dixon, J & J; Draper, F (FD); Fearnley, N; Foggitt, G & Powell, A (GF); Goodwin, S & S (SG); 

Gramshaw, A (AG); Hamflett, M; Haycock, G (GH); Howson, D & R (DH); Jakeways, D & R; Karen & 

Anne Kyriakides, J & K (JK); Leather, M & D (DL); Lee, L (LL); Light, J; Light; G (GL); Limb, P & K 



43 

(KL); Millard, P (PM); Moore, DH (DHM); Morris, D (DM); Ogden, V; Parkes, S (SP); Purvis, P (PP); 

Riley, P & A (PR); Robinson, DL; Roe, P (PRE); Scarfe, E (ES); Shackleton, K; Thompson, A & B; Vernon, 

N (NV); Vittery, T (TV); Wheatley, C. 

David Howson 

MOTHS 
 

The year was spoilt by a very wet summer which had a major effect on numbers present as well as the 

enthusiasm of moth hunters! On one July night for example the recorder ran three traps in his garden; 

inspection next morning revealed a total of two moths! 

  There were however highlights for those who persevered. Mike Barnham had two trapping sessions in 

Duck Street Quarry; Colin Harrison ran traps in Pool, Dob Park and Menston, while Peter and Anne Riley 

were working traps at Burley-in-Wharfedale and Sun Lane Nature Reserve. I continued to run the 

Rothamstead trap at Beamsley and occasionally actinic and M.V. traps. Jeanette Clapham was active in 

Menston. 

  All records sent to me are kept on the Society files and listed below are those that I think are of the most 

interest. 

 

16 GOLD SWIFT  Hepialis hecta 

Three in the Duck Street Quarry trap on 24
th
 July (MB). 

161 LEOPARD MOTH  Zeuzera pyrina 

Recorded from Woodhill, Burley on 24
th
 June, 24

th
 and 25

th
 July – an excellent find (PR). 

1631 DECEMBER MOTH  Poecilocampa populi 

Several trapped at Beamsley in November. Probably few traps are still running at this time of year. 

1657 COMMON LUTESTRING  Ochropacha duplaris 

One at Duck Street Quarry trap on 24
th
 July was a new site record (MB). 

1645 SCALLOPED HOOK-TIP  Falcaria lacertinaria 

One record from Beamsley on 6
th
 August. 

1652 PEACH BLOSSOM  Thyatira batis 

Single records of this beautiful moth from Sun Lane NR on 9
th
 June; Burley 25

th
 and Menston on 30

th
 June. 

1665 GRASS EMERALD  Pseudoterpna pruinata 

Two were trapped in Dob Park. 

1669 COMMON EMERALD  Hemithea aestivaria 

Two trapped at Pool. 

1723 RED CARPET  Xanthorhoe decoloraria decoloraria 

One at Duck Street Quarry on 13
th
 August. Confined to high level country, and previous records come 

from Grassington, Beamsley and Bolton Abbey. 

1726 LARGE TWIN SPOT CARPET  Xanthorhoe quadrifasciata 

A scarce but spreading species with one trapped in Dob Park, and appears to be a new Wharfedale record. 

First Yorkshire record 1978, and first VC64 record 1997 at Bishop Wood and Drax (CH). 

1744 GREY MOUNTAIN CARPET Entephria caesiata 

One trapped in Duck Street Quarry on 13
th
 August (MB). 

1799 WINTER MOTH  Operophtera brumata and 1800 NORTHERN WINTER MOTH  O. fagata 

A ratio of 5:1 in the Rothamstead trap at Beamsley. 

1827 FREYER’S PUG  Eupitheca intricata ssp arceuthata 

13 reported from Burley 30
th
 May – 4

th
 July. 

1851 GOLDEN ROD PUG  Eupitheca virgaureata 

Three recorded at Burley between 28
th
 June and 13

th
 July. 

1870 CHIMNEY SWEEPER Odezia atrata 

Common in the upper dale meadows, with twenty-five counted at Yockenthwaite on 21
st
 July. 

1904 SCORCHED WING  Plagodis dolabraria 

One in the Menston trap on 5
th
 June and one at Beamsley on 31

st
 May. 

1922 SWALLOW-TAILED MOTH  Ourapteryx sambucaria 

Another lovely species. All records are from the lower dale with two at Menston 14
th
 and 27

th
 July; one at 

Sun Lane NR on 23
rd

 July and an amazing 18 in the period 13
th
 July to 6

th
 August at Burley. 

1931 PEPPERED MOTH  Biston betularia 
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Trapping in Dob Park yielded ten normal to one melanic and at Pool the ratio was eight to one. Surely the 

tide has turned! More records would be welcome. 

  See photographs next page. 

 
Peppered Moth, normal (AR)      Peppered Moth, 

melanic (AR) 

 

1960 EARLY MOTH  Thera primaria 

One in the Rothamstead trap at Beamsley on 17
th
 January. 

1969 GREY SCALLOPED BAR Dyscia fagaria 

Two records, with singles at Menston and Beamsley on 5
th
 July. 

1995 PUSS MOTH  Cerura vinula 

A larva found in an Addingham garden on 28
th
 July pupated later the same day (D&HB). 

2050 COMMON FOOTMAN  Eilema lurideola 

Remains common and widespread; but one in Duck Street Quarry on 13
th
 August was a new site record. 

2078 LEAST BLACK ARCHES  Nola confusalis 

Singles at Beamsley on 15
th
 and 17

th
 May and also two at Menston of this scarce species in Wharfedale 

with previous records from Burley 1989, Strid Wood 1994, Otley and Grass Wood in 2004. 

2091 DARK SWORDGRASS  Agrotis ipsilon 

This immigrant was trapped in Menston on 21
st
 September. 

2177 HEDGE RUSTIC  Tholera cespitis 

One trapped on Kex Gill Moor on 29
th
 August. There have been just seven previous records. 

2232 BLACK RUSTIC  Aporophyla nigra 

The first was on Kex Gill Moor on 29
th
 August; five were trapped at Menston in the period 10

th
 - 21

st
 

September and one at Woodhill on 23
rd

. 

2233 GOLDEN ROD BRINDLE  Lithomoia solidaginis 

Two were trapped on Kex Gill Moor on 29
th
 August. There are just eight previous records in the Society 

area. 

2297 COPPER UNDERWING  Amphipyra pyramidea and 

2298 SVENSSON’S COPPER UNDERWING  A. berbera 

Can be difficult to separate; there were nine of the former at Burley in the period 29
th
 August to 23

rd
 

September, and singles of the latter on 30
th
 July and 29

th
 August. Twelve pyramidea/berbera were trapped 

at Pool and four at Menston. 

2273 PINK-BARRED SALLOW  Xanthia togata 

One found at Pool Bank on 14
th
 September (NF). 

2329 THE CONFUSED  Apamea furva 

One in Duck Street Quarry on 13
th
 August. 

2394 ANOMALOUS  Stilbia anomala 

One in Duck Street Quarry on 13
th
 August. 

2367 HAWORTH’S MINOR  Celaena haworthii 

One in the Kex Gill Moor trap on 29
th
 August. 

2422 GREEN SILVER-LINES  Pseudoips prasinana 

One at Beamsley on 1
st
 June, was the only record of this widespread moth. 

2469 HERALD  Scoliopteryx libatrix 

One recorded hibernating in a coal shed from 30
th
 September in Burley (PQ). 

2474 STRAW DOT  Rivula cericalis 

Examples of how widespread this moth has become include a new record of one at Duck Street Quarry on 

13
th
 August; seventy-five were trapped at Pool and fifteen in Dob Park. 
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Many thanks for all records sent in from the following: 

Dick and Heather Burrow, Mike Barnham, Jeanette Clapham, Nyree Fearnley Colin Harrison, Patrick 

Quin, Peter and Anne Riley, John Walsh. 

Graham Foggitt 

MICRO MOTHS 
 

Despite another very poor summer many of our common micro moths seemed to 

do pretty well. Based on numbers of records, the Light Brown Apple Moth 

(Epiphyas postvittana) was again top of the league, as it was across the whole of 

Yorkshire. Numbers of this accidentally introduced Australian species seem to 

increase every year and on one night in October I caught 41 in the light trap. The 

little grass moth Chrysoteuchia culmella was again abundant at places like Otley 

Wetlands and Sun Lane as was the Nettle-tap Anthophila fabriciana. 

Of the scarcer species, perhaps the best record of the year was Endotricha 

flammealis (photo left). This species was said to occur locally throughout the 

southern half of Britain but, like some other species, it is gradually spreading 

northwards and had certainly colonised South Yorkshire. However, there had only 

been three previous records in VC64 – two in 2006 and one in 2007 – and all in 

the south east of VC64. In 2008 two specimens were reported in Wharfedale. 

Peter Riley caught one in Burley-in-Wharfedale on 26
th
 July and Colin Harrison 

recorded one at Dob Park. These are the most north-westerly records yet in VC64. 

In 2007 the most exciting find was Amblyptilia acanthadactyla, one of the so called plume moths caught by 

Freda Draper in Burley-in- Wharfedale. This was only the fourth record for VC64. Both Freda and Peter 

Riley have recorded the species in their gardens in 2008. Interestingly, one of the larval food plants of this 

species is hardy geranium and Freda has a wonderful collection of hardy geraniums. It seems highly likely 

that the species is now actually breeding in her garden. 

It was nice to have records from a few more sites this year, notably Dob Park, Pool Mills and Menston. 

However, there are still very few observers submitting any records for micro moths. It is apparent that many 

micro moth species are spreading northwards and with a few more observers who knows what we might find 

out there. 

  I am grateful to the following contributors: 

N Bowland, K Bullimore, F C Draper, C G Harrison, P Limb and A and P Riley. 

Peter Murphy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES 
 

ORDER ODONATA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sightings in species order as follows: 

 

LARGE RED DAMSELFLY  Pyrrhosoma nymphula  

Recorded between 6
th 

May and 13
th
 September at 

Timble, Otley Wetland (OWNR), Low Dam, Sun Lane and Burley. Largest counts: 23
rd

 May Timble 30, 

and 9
th
 June OWNR 20. 

X5 
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BLUE TAILED DAMSELFLY  Ischnura elegans  

Recorded between 17
th
 May and 24

th
 August at Timble, OWNR, Castley, Burley and Sun Lane. Largest 

counts: 6
th
 June OWNR 30, and 24

th
 August OWNR 24.   

 

AZURE DAMSELFLY  Coenagrion puella  

Recorded between 24
th
 May and 27

th
 September at Timble, OWNR, Ben Rhydding (BRGP), Burley, Sun 

Lane and Lindley Wood. Largest count: 6
th
 June OWNR 40. 

COMMON BLUE DAMSELFLY  Enallagma cyathigerum  

Recorded between 17
th
 May and 27

th
 September at Timble, OWNR, Sun Lane, Knotford, Farnley and Low 

Dam. Largest counts: 9
th
 June Knotford 60, 21

st
 July OWNR 84, and 3

rd
 August Low Dam 20. 

EMERALD DAMSELFLY  Lestes sponsa  

Recorded between 30
th
 June and 27

th
 September at Timble, OWNR, Sun Lane and Low Dam. Largest 

counts: 1
st
 August Timble ‘large numbers’ and 16

th
 August OWNR 40. 

BANDED DEMOISELLE  Calopterix splendens  

Recorded between 29
th
 May and 15

th
 August at Timble, OWNR, Gallows Hill, Knotford, Pool and Castley. 

Largest counts: 6
th
 June OWNR 9, 9

th
 June Knotford 10, and 3

rd
 July Pool towards Castley 25. 

BROWN HAWKER  Aeshna grandis  

Recorded between 19
th
 June and 28

th
 September at Timble, OWNR, Otley, Knotford, Gallows Hill, 

Castley, Menston, Burley, Sun Lane and BRGP. Largest count: 15
th
 August OWNR 35.  Good numbers at 

OWNR from late July to end of August. 

COMMON HAWKER  Aeshna juncea  

Recorded between 29
th
 June and 20

th
 September at Timble, OWNR, Low Dam, Sun Lane, Grass Wood, 

Park Rash, Langstrothdale and Littondale. Largest counts: 27
th
 July Timble nine; four flying and five 

newly emerged, 28
th

 July Timble six all newly emerged, 3
rd

 August Low Dam three, and 7
th
 August 

Langstrothdale three. 

SOUTHERN HAWKER  Aeshna cyanea  

Recorded between 9
th
 June and 12

th
 October at Timble, OWNR, Low Dam, Lindley Pond, Swinsty, Otley, 

Burley, Sun Lane and BRGP. A big emergence occurred at Timble at two sites between 9
th
 June and 24

th
 

August where 91 are known to have emerged. Largest day count on 20
th
 June was 21 newly emerged 

individuals hanging amongst 23 exuviae. Elsewhere numbers mainly 1 to 4 but 24
th
 August OWNR 14.  

MIGRANT HAWKER  Aeshna Mixta  

Recorded between 15
th
 August and 18

th
 October at OWNR, Chevin, Knotford, Otley and Low Dam. 

Largest count: 28
th
 September OWNR 12. 

COMMON DARTER  Sympetrum striolatum  

Recorded between 12
th
 July and 16

th
 November at Timble, OWNR, Fewston, Low Dam, Otley, Burley, 

Sun Lane and BRGP. Largest count: 2
nd

 September OWNR ‘hundreds’. 

BLACK DARTER  Sympetrum danae  

Recorded between 20
th
 July and 12

th
 October at Timble, OWNR and Low Dam. Main site now Timble 

where on 27
th
 July 50 to 100 estimated. On 30

th
 July 163 exuviae counted at one pond. Various reports at 

OWNR of one to two only. 

RUDDY DARTER  Sympetrum sanguineum  

Recorded between 28
th
 July and 7

th
 September at OWNR only. One to two males only recorded on five 

occasions, but an improvement on 2007 when none were seen. 

BLACK TAILED SKIMMER  Orthetrum cancellatum  

Recorded between 9
th
 June and 28

th
 July at OWNR only. Largest count: 1

st
 July OWNR 6. 

GOLDEN RINGED DRAGONFLY  Cordulegaster boltonii  

Recorded between 20
th
 June and 13

th
 August at Timble and above March Ghyll reservoir.  Largest count: 

1
st
 July Timble 7. On 21

st
 July at March Ghyll one female seen ovipositing and two exuviae found. 

EMPEROR DRAGONFLY  Anax imperator  

Recorded between 8
th
 June and 13

th
 August at Timble, OWNR and Burley. On a number of days in June at 

Timble 3 seen but a count of exuviae at one pond between 8
th
 June and 20

th
 June totalled 20. 

LESSER EMPEROR  Anax parthenope  
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No sightings during 2008. 

FOUR SPOTTED CHASER  Libellula quadrimaculata  

Recorded between 18
th
 May and 26

th
 July at Timble and OWNR. Largest count: 9

th
 June OWNR 20. 

Timble sightings one to two only. 

BROAD BODIED CHASER  Libellula depressa  

Recorded between 31
st
 May and 27

th
 July at Timble, OWNR, Lindley Pond and Low Dam. Largest counts: 

31
st
 May at Timble four with eight exuviae present, 2

nd
 June three with 12 exuviae, and eight flying on 9

th
 

and 22
nd

 June. Maximum elsewhere 9
th
 July OWNR 2, and 30

th
 June Low Dam two. 

 

Of particular interest in 2008 have been the following: 

RUDDY DARTER  Relieved that a few individuals seen at OWNR after our 2007 failure to record any. 

BLACK DARTER  Timble has certainly become our major site for this species, particularly Besum ponds.  

EMPEROR  An excellent emergence at Timble for a species which each year is rather thinly spread in our 

area. 

SOUTHERN HAWKER   

The trend of recent years to have many more sightings of this species than Common Hawker has continued 

in 2008 throughout our area, but especially noticeable at Timble. 

 

The report is based on records supplied by: 

D & J Alred, N & A Bowland, D Brear, K Bullimore, J M Clapham, A Gramshaw, K & P Limb, P Purvis, 

A & P Riley, E Scarfe. 

David Alred 

 

 

 

 

LADYBIRDS     
 

7 SPOT LADYBIRD Coccinella 7-punctata 
Not so plentiful this year. Seen at Timble, OWNR, Grassington and Burley. 

EYED LADYBIRD Anatis ocellata 
Only one seen at Timble in August. 

CREAM SPOT LADYBIRD Calvia 14- guttata  
Singles found at Lindley Bridge, OWNR and Pool. 

2 SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 2-punctata 
Most recorded species. Seen at Grassington, Burley, Sun Lane, Otley and Otley Chevin. Most recorded at 

one time was 12 + 2 pairs and one quadrimaculata form. 

ADONIS LADYBIRD Adonia varigata 

Two records from Otley Chevin and OWNR. 

10 SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 10-punctata 
Seen at Lindley Bridge and OWNR.  

14 SPOT LADYBIRD Propylea 14-punctata 

No sightings this year. 

22 SPOT LADYBIRD Psyllobora 22-punctata 
Only two separate records from Otley Chevin. 

ORANGE LADYBIRD Halyzia 16-guttata 
Two records from moth traps from Burley in June and one from Yockenthwaite. 

LARCH LADYBIRD Aphidecta obliterata 
No records. 

KIDNEY SPOT LADYBIRD Chilocorus renipustulatus 
No records. 

PINE LADYBIRD Exochomus 4-pustulatus 

All records from fence posts near Farnley Lake; most seen six in May. 

HARLEQUIN LADYBIRD Harmonia axyridis  

10 Spot Ladybird (DL) 
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Only one record this year from OWNR in July. 

 

CONTRIBUTORS 

N&A Bowland. K Bullimore, N Fearnley, P&K Limb, P Purvis, P&A Riley. 

 

Nevil Bowland 

BIRDS 
 

NOTES 
1. In general I have followed the format of the 2007 Review.  I 

catch up on the final statistics from the 2007 breeding season and 

then focus on some of the more interesting events of 2008 

through to the late summer.  This is my sixth annual review and 

the past year has been far-and-away the most difficult to fathom 

out and understand.  Many people reported ‘quiet conditions’ 

and ‘boring’ birding with few birds around which, coupled with 

the often wet and windy conditions, may have affected how 

much serious bird watching people did.  Sightings of a number 

of the less-common species were significantly down – so are 

these two facts related?  I spend some time in this introduction 

reviewing the year’s statistics and long term population trends 

including some interesting differences starting to emerge not 

only between the countries of the UK but also across the regions. 

2. Following my request last year for details of birds visiting 

members’ gardens I received 1,001 records
1
 of birds, for which 

many thanks.  I have summarised findings for a number of 

species in the species list.  I intend to cover results at the 

Recorder’s Evening and produce a slightly more detailed analysis which I will display at one of the 

WNS evening meetings next season. 

3. Since 2006 I have been submitting records to the YNU for sightings of birds on their rarity list 

(Annex A): so far four have been submitted.  I would like to extend this to introduce a greater degree 

of formality into the process for unusual birds.  Mark Doveston, the BOG recorder, has kindly given 

me permission to publish the BOG list (also in Annex A).  I have sparingly been asking for 

descriptions for the past couple of years and would like to extend this in the coming year, despite, for 

the moment, some unresolved practical issues. 

4. I received records from 84 people this year and recording who saw which species has started taking a 

lot of space (and time to do).  As I indicated last year, I have now stopped recording people’s 

sightings against each species and do so only for unusual sightings.  

THE BIRDING YEAR: We start this year’s review with the 2007 breeding season.  The Review reported 

last year that early indications were that, nationally and apart from early breeders, the breeding season had 

been particularly bad one because of the very wet summer.  BTO results from their Constant Effort Sites 

(CES)
2
 survey have now confirmed just how bad!  The long-tailed tit, the one early breeder in the list of 

species covered in the survey, benefited by the fine spring and recorded the highest ever productivity (43% 

above average).  Against this a long string of species had their lowest ever recorded productivity – reed 

warbler (-31% c.f. average), whitethroat (-18%), willow warbler (-18%), willow tit (-66%), blue tit (-47%)
3,4

 

                                                 
1  Records were received from 39 gardens of which 12 were of only one or two special sightings. 
2  The CES scheme involves activities at over 120 sites.   At each site mist nets are used to ring 25 passerines species during 12 
early morning visits between early May and late August.  This survey highlights species relative abundance and productivity. 
3  The contrasting breeding fortunes of long-tailed and blue tits was highlighted in the BTO Atlas work at the end of 2007 which 
showed that winter tit flocks were dominated by long-tailed tits rather than blue tits.  
4  There were some interesting differences between the CES and the results from nest records.  Nest recorders found little 
evidence for the reductions in productivity of blue and great tit apparent from CES: indeed Pete Roe’s records were slightly higher than 
previous years.  BTO responded that this discrepancy illustrated the importance of combining a range of techniques and suggested the 
differences might well be explained by post-fledging survival since the recently fledged young had to cope with heavy rain and a shortage 
of defoliating caterpillars. 
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and treecreeper (-42%).  The 2007 survey also recorded the lowest-ever numbers of adult sedge warblers, 

lesser whitethroat, linnet and reed bunting.  On the other side of the coin, the survey recorded the highest 

ever numbers of robin
5
, blackcap and treecreeper. It is worth staying with the subject of the 2007 breeding 

season for a moment longer since warmer temperatures in the autumn resulted in a number of species raising 

late broods helping to redress the awful statistics of the summer: a pair of robins raised an exceptional 4
th
 

brood (and 13 young) in a Renfrewshire garden.  Finally, and to finish on a rare high spot for last year’s 

dismal season, one of the few species which had a good year were bitterns which recorded a stunning 

increase in the number of booming males from 51 in 2007 to 75 in 2008 with breeding recorded in 10 

counties in 2008, up from 8 last year. 

  September is another of the mid-year’s quiet months.  At the start the hirundines are flying frantically over 

the countryside ‘stoking-up’ for their long trip ahead; one minute we see them perched in numbers along the 

telephone lines – and, the next minute, they’re gone.  In 2007 we only had to wait until the end of the month 

for the influx of winter thrushes – redwings clocked in at Barden Fell on the 28
th
 followed a day later by 

fieldfare at Hebden Beck, and brambling on the 3
rd

 October at Swinsty
6
.  These were very early dates: the 

earliest dates for fieldfare and brambling by around two weeks – at least since 2003, and one day earlier than 

the 2003 date for redwing.  Geese and whooper swans also returned to the UK early in October.  At this time 

of year the BOG visual migration ‘vismig’ web-site always gives a fascinating insight of the changing scene.  

The domestic scene was not particularly welcoming with beech nuts, ash keys and rowan berries in short 

supply across Britain (as well as other parts of Europe) which was to make it a good season for watching 

birds come into gardens.  There was to be only one garden record of wintering blackcap in our area up until 

the end of 2007 with a male and female seen in Menston: a male was recorded there again in February whilst 

a male and female were seen in that month in an Ilkley garden
7
.  However, perhaps the most significant event 

of the autumn was the start of the four year programme to update both the BTO wintering and breeding bird 

atlas.  The programme got off to a tremendous start with 24 million sightings entered into the database by the 

first progress report in February and with some very interesting trends already emerging, one of which is 

reported later. 

  January saw a succession of Atlantic depressions sweep in, a foretaste of what was to be a very 

disappointing summer
8
.  This resulted in a lot of rain (almost twice the long-term average in our area) but a 

shortage of frosts with temperatures 3°C above average.  The downside of this was that numbers of several 

winter-visiting species were well down nationally, especially wildfowl
9
: national winter thrush counts also 

remained low with the BTO receiving very few fieldfare counts over 200, or of redwing over 300.  However, 

there were some positive aspects to the month.  Although our local oystercatchers disappeared from around 

mid-September 2007, the first returnees were recorded as early as 21
st
 November 2007 (flying along the river 

at Grassington) and a few were around at Otley throughout January.  There were also some spectacular 

sightings of skeins of pink-footed geese across Yorkshire between 28
th
 and 30

th
 of the month, when there was 

a mass movement of birds heading north and west from East Anglia: numbers of skeins were seen above 

                                                 
5  Nothing in nature lasts for very long.  Just a year later the BTO is reporting (in September 2008) that numbers of robins will be 
in short supply this winter after a poor breeding season because of bad weather and fewer numbers expected from the Continent. 
6  We waited in vain for visiting waxwings to return to their usual sites but, for the second year running, none appeared.  There 
was to be no local sightings until the 17th March when four turned up in Bingley and remained there until 20th April. 
7  The BTO is now starting to report the occasional wintering chiffchaff coming into gardens (presumably in the south) 

although in our area the occasional winter sighting have been restricted to the Washburn reservoirs and Otley Wetland.  Unlike the 

blackcap, the species does not make regular use of supplementary foods on offer at garden feeding stations – so is much more 

dependent on mild weather and continued activity of small invertebrates. 
8  Climate experts were to suggest that these effects resulted from the strongest ‘La Nina’ since 1988-9. This phenomena occurs 
when seas off the western coast of South America are cooled: it triggers (amongst other effects) a strengthened jet stream across the 
Atlantic encouraging more powerful, wet and windy depressions bringing mild, wet and windy conditions to northern Europe.  La Nina 
was only expected to weaken slowly throughout the year.  (Note that this is the inverse of El Nino which results from a warming of the 
seas in the same areas.) 
9  Some BTO surveys take a long time to report and it was only in the autumn of 2008 that we read about the Wetland Bird 
Survey (WeBS) carried out over the 2006/7 winter season.  The winter was fairly mild and showed a significant downside to the 
continuing trend to warmer winters.  The numbers of Bewick and whooper swans was only around half those of previous year and the 
lowest for 30 years.  Much of this was due to low numbers at Ouse Washes, the key site.  A Dutch survey also showed fewer birds there 
and that many were starting back by end December, a whole month earlier than 20 years ago.  Numbers of several goose species were also 
lower in the UK than in recent years.  Peak numbers of pink-foot fell considerably with fewer birds in the main roosts in north Norfolk 
and eastern Scotland.  Numbers of European white-front also fell due to fewer birds wintering in Britain; whilst lower breeding success 
will have influenced low numbers in 2006/7, there is also likely to be a continuing shift in wintering range eastwards onto the continent 
due to milder winters. 
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Wharfedale.  More importantly, the bird population responded to the warm weather with dawn choruses, 

display and nest building.  In what is clearly a romantic touch at the statistically-based BTO, the organisation 

records the number of species with active nests each year on or before Valentine’s Day: this year there were 

17 compared with only 9 during the much colder 2005/6 winter.  A 600-year breeding record was beaten at 

Abbotsbury Swannery, whose records date back to 1390, when a cygnet was hatched on 28
th
 April (where 

hatchings usually take place around mid-May).  It wasn’t just the birds which responded to the warm 

weather.  A litter of hedgehogs were born at the rare Breeds Farm at Totnes on April 26
th
 which may be the 

earliest ever arrival in Britain – they usually start to get small numbers of young at the end of May! 

  As I wrote last year, the spring migration starts early with increasing problems in being quite sure whether 

birds have successfully managed to winter here or are early arrivals.  In the first half of February probable 

examples of the former were numbers of stone curlew and garganey (in Wiltshire, Dumfries & Galloway and 

Aberdeenshire) and sandwich terns (in Sussex and Hampshire and with two on Anglesey).  What were more 

likely to be very early migrants were wheatear (North York Moors), ring ouzel (Devon) and swallows in East 

Lothian and Co Kerry.  Locally, a remarkably early wheatear was seen on Ilkley Moor to the east of the 

Twelve Apostles on 10
th
 February during a BTO Atlas walk: this was a full 6 weeks before the next sighting.  

The weather in late February and during March was hardly welcoming for the new arrivals with strong 

westerly winds and a lot of rain until the middle of March followed by cold northerly winds bringing local 

snow showers in the third week.  The usual species were beginning to turn up in the UK from late February 

but not in large numbers because of the adverse weather.  Locally, Otley Wetland, which usually figures 

strongly in sightings of new arrivals, saw sand martin and redshank, both first recorded on 14
th
 March.  

However, we had to wait another 3 weeks before counts of the former reached double figures (around the 

time we were seeing the first swallows)!  The second half of March brought in one of the more interesting 

and unexpected visitors, albeit just outside our area.  On 20
th
 March a grandma was returning to her farm 

over the fields after collecting her grandchild from school in Embsay and came across a bird in a field, which 

she couldn’t name.  A local birder identified it as a red-throated diver, a species which is unable to take off 

from the ground.  It was moved to Embsay reservoir where it was to spend some days happily fishing and 

was still present on 6
th
 April. 

  By the end of March winter visitors were beginning to thin but the season was to end with a bang for us.  

Two winter-visiting species had bucked the trend of poor numbers in the country this winter – brambling and 

siskin.  A flock of 600 bramblings were recorded in Buckinghamshire in February, but, as the winter ended, 

the species began having difficulties as the supplies of beech mast ran out and they turned to gardens
10

.  

Numbers in UK gardens were impressive.  In a typical first quarter of the year around 3% of all gardens 

reporting to the BTO Garden Watch scheme recorded birds in their garden.  This year the figure was 10.7% 

during the week beginning 30th March, c.f. with the previous record of 8%, with some gardens reporting up 

to 50 birds.  Locally, we had up to 10 birds on Pat Limb’s feeders in Otley Wetland, present from the start of 

the year and with the final sighting of a bird on 19
th
 April: for a time this total included a leucistic male 

which it was rather easy to mistake for a snow bunting at first sight.  From mid-March until the end of April 

seven members were lucky enough to record this species in their gardens (including this recorder).  The 

influx of siskin in the autumn was the highest influx since 1993: ~3% of gardens in the BTO Garden Watch 

reported the species in the last quarter of 2007, well up on the long term average, 

whilst a Norfolk garden was to ring 700 during the first quarter of 2008.  Society 

members did not loose out with 21 (out of 39) of people reporting garden sightings 

this year registering this species, and with peak garden counts of 26 in Burley, 11 in 

Otley and 10 in Addingham and Menston.  One interesting possibility when there is 

a big autumn influx of siskins is that some may stay on in the area in the spring and 

breed: young birds were recorded in five local gardens – Farnley, Ben Rhydding (2), 

Menston and Addingham; there was also a small flock of six adults and two 

juveniles were reported from Halton Gill in mid July. 

  Returning now to the migration season, the weather continued to be unkind to migrants arriving from the 

south with the first three weeks of April dominated by cool winds from the north; in addition, poor visibility 

and rain created ideal conditions for ‘falls’ at bird observatories along the south coast which included 

meadow pipit, redstart and wheatear.  It wasn’t until the 23
rd

 of the month that winds switched round to the 

                                                 
10  The males of this species have some rather un-gallant habits.  When food is running low they are inclined to drive the females 
off food supplies resulting in the latter being the ones usually seen in gardens! 

Siskin (BOG) 

http://blx1.bto.org/bt-dailyresults/results/s248-20-08.html
http://blx1.bto.org/bt-dailyresults/results/s322-20-08.html
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south easing the task for returning migrants but also bringing some over-shooting exotic species.  Meanwhile 

in West Yorkshire we were enjoying an interesting succession of unusual birds many of which were recorded 

in the BOG area on its web-site 
11

.  In the six weeks following the red-throated diver on 20
th
 March there 

were including common scoter (28
th
), kittiwake and rough-legged buzzard (29

th
), black-tailed godwit (2

nd
 

April), black redstart (13
th
), great white egret (14

th
), arctic tern (18

th
), Montague’s harrier and sandwich tern 

(27
th
), little tern (28

th
), whimbrel (3

rd
 May), garganey, turtle dove and great grey shrike (4

th
), black tern (6

th
) 

and sanderling (14
th
).  By early May and with migrants now flooding in it wasn’t long before people from all 

around the country started asking ‘Where are all the cuckoos, wood warblers and house martins?’  Now, at 

the end of the season, we must gloomily conclude that it was an awful season for the first two species with 

both species proving difficult to see in the area: we will look at the statistics for these later in the report.  On 

the third species BTO set up a survey scheme with the BBC to record peoples’ experiences with nesting 

house martins and were to conclude in the summer that birds had been late coming in, rather than numbers 

had fallen.  Whilst we on the migration scene I would like to jump to the end of summer, to mid-September, 

when a high pressure system over Scandinavia brought conditions that bird watchers can usually only dream 

about.  Easterly winds, at the time when birds there were starting to leave for their wintering grounds, 

brought a multitude of birds of many species, from extreme rarities to common, flooding in all along the 

eastern coast, numbers of which penetrated inland.  Perhaps the most notable feature was the enormous 

numbers of honey buzzards with 170 arriving on the 13
th
, the first day, 480 by the end of the first week and a 

further 240 in the following week.  Our area was not completely immune from the excitement with honey 

buzzards on 17
th
 and 18

th
, a wryneck on the 18

th
 and an immature gannet on 20

th
, species which had only 

been seen in 4, 5 and 6 years respectively in the history of the Society! 

  After spending some time on the 2007 breeding season in both this and the last review I was disinclined to 

address what happened in 2008 but it was another poor season with more bad news than good again so some 

comment is necessary.  After last year’s record year, tawny owls suffered this year from a sharp dip in the 

numbers of small mammals
12

 and some barn owls and tawny owls held territory but failed to lay eggs.  

Locally, the number of tawny owl nests and young/nest were both down on last year’s record levels.  The 

number of nests was still up on the long term average but there were examples of young being deserted or, in 

some cases, eaten: productivity was the lowest since 2003.  A local ringer, Andy Jowett, reported that some 

barn owls in boxes to the east of our area ‘didn’t do much’.  Kestrels also fell short of last year’s excellent 

records.  There has been a lot of talk about how disastrous 2007 was for butterflies with the problems 

exacerbated by spring frosts this year, all of which resulted in defoliating caterpillars being in short supply.  

This directly affected tit breeding.  BTO reported that chicks were slow developing and, locally, there were 

rather more examples of deserted nests and dead young and the overall productivity was the lowest for some 

years.  Birds struggled to cope with the ‘up-and-down’ season and species producing multiple broods coped 

better than many of those whose eggs were ‘all in one basket’.  Once again the heavy rains led to some local 

flooding with the second brood of sand martins lost at Pool Mill island and a little plover’s nest flooded out 

in the Washburn.  The one success story was for red kites with yet another increase in the numbers of local 

nests – up from 4 last year to 7.  However, I would like to spend some time to bring people up to date with 

what appears to be an unfolding disaster for the UK’s sea birds.  I first covered the subject after the 2004 

season and a near bird-free autumn trip on the Bridlington Belle.  There the colonies at Bempton had had a 

disastrous season and the situation in the Scottish Northern Isles had been far, far worst.  The problem, it was 

suggested, was the warming of the North Sea and the northerly movement of the staple diet of sand eels.  At 

the time it was suggested that sea birds were long-living but many seasons like this one could start hitting 

populations: this year the RSPB reported that repeated annual breeding failures are now substantially 

reducing populations of some species.  Later, RSPB Scotland reported in the autumn that on the basis of 

what was happening at their reserves ‘The outlook for some species such as arctic skua, kittiwake and 

arctic tern is dire, and there are problems with other species like guillemots and puffins in some areas too.  

Unless conditions change to allow these birds the chance of successful breeding, the long-term future for 

them is bleak.  The evidence that this is linked to changes in sea surface temperatures is now growing.’  

                                                 
11  Birds recorded outside the Wharfedale area are in italics.  I have omitted a number of sightings of white storks because of the 
high likelihood the birds had originated from Harewood.   Unusual birds in the list are obviously subject to confirmation by BOG’s 
rarities committee. 
12  BTO reported that lack of small mammals had led to sightings of tawny owls coming down to garden lawns to hunt for earth 
worms.  They also went fishing taking frogs and newts – and even goldfish!  The shortages had also led some weasels to predate nest 
boxes.  

http://www.birdguides.com/species/species.asp?sp=063004
http://www.birdguides.com/species/species.asp?sp=063020
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Before we chronicle the bad news let us at least revel in what is happening at Bempton, which had a bumper 

season.  The 40,000 pairs of kittiwake produced an excellent 1.0 juveniles/nest, the numbers of guillemots 

and razorbills increased and gannets are thriving with 4,000 occupied nests.  One species which did not enjoy 

the same success was the puffin, whose numbers continue to sink – not only at Bempton (where numbers 

have declined by two thirds) but also further up the coast with the major colony of puffins at the Farne Isles 

and the largest UK mainland puffin colony on the Isle of May off the Fife coast both reporting falls of one 

third in their populations over the last 5 years.  The warden at the Farne Isles noted that there had been no 

sign of predators and there were plenty of sand eels around islands.  He speculated that it might be because 

puffins spend 8 months at sea and could be more vulnerable to pollution and to the more severe storms over 

the past 20 years due to climate change.  In brief, the situation with the three main species at risk is:  

Kittiwakes: have been especially badly hit on Orkney where many have given up nest building whilst 

others failed to incubate eggs.  The Copinsay reserve numbers have declined to 1881 pairs, a 57% 

reduction since 1999.  The reserve at North Hill declined by 89% in same period to just 14 pairs.  On the 

Fair Isles the 23,000 nests counted 25 years ago have declined to under 3,000 whilst on the Scottish 

mainland colony at Mull of Galloway, there has been a 50% reduction in the population since 2005 to just 

65 pairs this year. 

Arctic Skua: The Arctic skua is on the southern edge of its world range in Scotland, and is faring no 

better. RSPB reserves on Shetland and Orkney have seen a 30% decline in nesting pairs in just one year to 

65 pairs – and these only produced a dismal three chicks to the fledging stage. 

Arctic Terns have also been hit hard, and are now showing evidence of long-term serious decline on 

reserves in the Northern Isles.  On Orkney and Shetland just over 1000 nests across Mousa, North Hill and 

Copinsay were abandoned early in the season and these colonies failed to produce any young.  Reports 

from areas away from RSPB reserves suggest that virtually no young Arctic Terns were fledged this year 

from Orkney or Shetland. 

Other news was confusingly mixed.  The kittiwake situation was reported to be slightly better on the 

Aberdeen coast but counts are well down on historic numbers.  RSPB Scottish reserves also reported great 

skuas, gannets and cormorants had experienced modest increases in their numbers.  On the west coast 

experiences were mixed with razorbills and guillemots struggling but arctic terns doing well and bringing in 

plenty of food. Guillemots also struggled on Fair Island with egg numbers down 57% on last year – further 

only two young resulted from 92 eggs and both were predated
13

.  Finally, the RSPB reported that ‘Recent 

reports of significant declines in plankton biomass indicate major changes in the depths of Atlantic Ocean 

ecosystems, which could be affecting our seabirds.  Although direct evidence is still lacking, increased 

winter sea surface temperatures disrupting the food chain are thought to be driving the declines.  

Temperatures tend to be higher in the northern North Sea in winter than further south.  Such changes may be 

reducing the survival of sand eel larvae, ultimately reducing the abundance of this staple prey item for 

seabirds in the Northern Isles and chronically undermining their breeding success.’ 

TAKING STOCK 
To a rather unsettled year with some very wet months we must add quite a few periods of wind (which 

doesn’t really get captured in meteorological statistics).  The BOG monthly summary tracked the situation 

reporting ‘months with heavy rain followed by strong winds made birding rather difficult’ (January), ‘strong 

wind sometimes gale-force was perhaps the dominant feature’ (June), ‘some rain and a steady breeze made 

for unspectacular birding’ (July) and ‘a very wet month with rain every 24 hours seriously affected birds at 

the start of migration’ (August).  All this produced a flood of reports from members including ‘Not been out 

birding very often this year and when I have, I’ve not found many birds!  It seems to have been a poor year 

for many spring migrants’, ‘It all seems doom and gloom – we did four hours at BRGP today and caught six 

birds including just one willow warbler – there is a dearth of songbirds this year – the worst I’ve known by 

far’, ‘It’s been a very quiet year in the garden, especially as far as migrants are concerned’ and ‘Your records 

reinforce the idea of a poor summer for migrants’. So what do we make of all this?  A lot of people admitted 

                                                 
13  Researchers from Leeds University studying guillemots on the Isle of May are reporting a depressing increase in anti-social 
behaviour amongst this species.  For the past 30 years birds have raised their young in colonies in social harmony but conditions have 
been breaking down as food supplies have become scarce.  Adults have taken to attacking nearby youngsters, either pecking them to death 
or flinging them from cliff edges.  In the past chicks have always been guarded by one parent, primarily to protect them against marauding 
gulls.  Now, parents are having to make the painful decision for both of them to go out looking for food leaving the young unattended 
when they are becoming much more vulnerable to attack by other adult guillemots and gulls 

http://www.birdguides.com/species/species.asp?sp=060001
http://www.birdguides.com/species/species.asp?sp=060001
http://www.birdguides.com/species/species.asp?sp=016001
http://www.birdguides.com/species/species.asp?sp=017004
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that the combination of discouraging weather and disappointing birding changed their birding habits this year 

and they did less serious birding than they might expect to do usually.  So let us firstly, look at the immediate 

situation and then at the long term trends in population for some of our resident and migratory species. 

2008 – the year in statistics: So is there any correlation between the mass of results received and people’s 

feel about the year? The inclusion of a lot of garden records and the submission by some people of their BTO 

Atlas records somewhat distorted patterns and meant that the number of sightings of many common species 

actually increased.  A few species enjoyed good seasons anyway, e.g. osprey, red kite, hobby and crossbill.  

But the records were undoubtedly down for all the special species we go out to look for and which add a 

sparkle to any birding session.  Bad years are becoming the norm for grey partridges and lesser-spotted 

woodpecker but there is an increasingly obvious and worrying downwards trend in our local records for 

some of our most charismatic migrants in particular cuckoo, whinchat, ring ouzel, wood warbler and pied 

flycatcher
14

.  However, there were also a variety of species which had a poor recording year.  The reduction 

in kingfisher and dipper sightings can perhaps be explained by two years of high river levels, whilst 

treecreepers are known to have had a terrible time during the 2007 breeding season.  Records were also 

obviously down for a variety of other species including wigeon, sparrowhawk, ringed plover, redshank, 

skylark, tree pipit and lesser redpoll. 

  10 to 30 Year Trends: Post-war statistics 

rely on the splendid work done by the British 

Trust for Ornithology (BTO) which carries 

out a variety of surveys including the major 

Breeding Bird Survey (BBS)
15

 which started 

in 1994 (replacing the Common Bird Census 

(CBC) which had been running since 1970); 

details can be found on the BTO web-site.  In 

addition the RSPB and BTO et al. publish an 

annual State of the UK Birds. 

  Top level indicators have been calculated for defra by 

BTO in collaboration with the RSPB.  The indicators 

show trends in population numbers and have been 

calculated from the BBS trends for both resident and 

migrants. The top figure covers countryside birds; the 

lower one the equivalent curve for wintering water 

birds.  The figures in brackets show the number of 

species considered for each environment.  The curves 

hide a multitude of contrasting fortunes, some of 

which we will explore to try and establish some broad 

trends.   

  The most significant fall in the upper figure is for 

farmland birds and is due to the intensification in 

agriculture during the late -70s and -80s.  With the 

greater introduction of set-aside there would appear to have been some flattening of the farmland curve
16

.  

The other factor included and which has become increasingly significant in recent years is the effect of 

climate change: 54% of European long-range migrants have declined or have become extinct (in Europe) 

since 1970 but there have also been significant increases in many resident birds in the last decade because of 

warmer winters.  Turning now to the lower curve for wintering waterbirds, this shows a steady increase from 

                                                 
14  The one species whose national population trends are appalling (as we will see) and which bucked the local trend was the 
spotted flycatcher.  News in mid-Wharfedale is bad but the overall figures are buoyed up by the records from upper Wharfedale. 
15  BBS involves surveys in randomly selected 1km squares.  The survey involves 2 x 1km walks within each square carried out on 
two early morning sessions between April and June.  The numbers of squares covered has increased dramatically from 2326 in 2003 to 
3,604 in 2007.  This has proved extremely valuable since the survey is now able not only to look at species trends in the UK over an 
extended period but also, for a number of species, very interesting (and statistically significant) differences not only between countries, but 
even between regions within England.  On the other hand, and sadly, it is not possible to use this technique to calculate trends of 
uncommon species (e.g. traditional species such as the lesser-spotted woodpecker and ring ouzel as well as new arrivals like the little egret) 
because the records are too limited.  I have only quoted figures in this section that BTO regard as statistically significant. 
16  For example, the largest decline is for the tree sparrow whose population had declined by 97% between 1970 and 1994 but 
where there has been a small recovery of 15% since then. 
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the mid -70s to the late -90s but since then some falling off for both wildfowl and waders.  The initial 

increase is probably due to the establishment of a network of protected sites and reductions in shooting: the 

more recent fall may primarily be due to climate change and habitat loss. 

  UK Trends for countryside birds: It is possible in a limited space to highlight only some of the main 

features of population changes.  Reductions of many species of farmland birds, both resident and migratory, 

between 1970 and 2006 have been appalling – some of the biggest losses include corn bunting (-89%), grey 

partridge (-88%), turtle dove (-86%), tree pipit (-75%), starling (-73%), yellow wagtail (-69%), house 

sparrow (-65%), linnet (-57%) and yellowhammer (-54%).  It would appear that losses amongst migrant 

species may have increased since the mid 90’s: spotted flycatchers have declined by 85% since 1970, but 

59% of that reduction has been since 1994 (with the equivalent reduction for pied flycatcher being down 

54% since 1994).  Other migrant species reductions over the shorter period include wood warbler (-67%) and 

whinchat (-26%).  Not all is gloom and doom on the migrant front.  Since 1994, there has been an increase in 

redstart numbers of 23%, whilst some warblers have also done well including grasshopper warbler (68%), 

blackcap (62% bringing the total since 1970 to 147%) and chiffchaff (46%).  A number of common residents 

have benefited by the move towards warmer winters: some of the larger increases since 1970 include wood 

pigeon (110%), green woodpecker (119%), great-spotted woodpecker (314%), wren (70%), great tit (91%), 

nuthatch (175%), magpie (96%) and jackdaw (107%).  The very large increase for buzzards (518%) probably 

also reflects some reductions in persecution during the period. 

  The increase in the size of the BBS survey is, for the first time, beginning to show a developing and 

significant north-south divide with the north being significantly less affected by environmental changes than 

the south since 1994.  The following table shows the figures for Yorkshire and Humberside and compares 

them with the spread for some of the other regions between the one where there has been the greatest 

improvement in overall population (the NW) and the worst (the SE): 

  NW Yorks & Humber SE 

All native species Index (% change) +23 +17 -9 

 Species decreasing 21 (out of 85 species) 33 (out of 84 species) 37 (out of 80 species) 

 Species increasing 47 45 29 

Farmland Index (% change) +8 +3 -21 

 Species decreasing 5 (out of 18) 8 (out of 19) 12 (out of 19) 

 Species increasing 8 9 4 

Woodland Index (% change) +32 +19 -19 

 Species decreasing 6 (out of 29) 10 (out of 30) 16 (out of 29) 

 Species increasing 19 18 8 
 

For most of the limited numbers of species where there are statistically significant regional population trends 

Yorkshire has faired better or significantly better than the UK.  Examples (with equivalent UK figures in 

brackets) are lapwing 102% (-18%), skylark 39% (-13%), wren and robin 90% (20 to 25%), blackcap 87% 

(62%), chiffchaff 80% (46%) and great tit 200% (55%).  In view of the number of jackdaws found 

throughout Wharfedale members will not be surprised to hear that the most dramatic difference is for this 

species with 225% in Yorkshire (c.f. national figure of 40%)!  There are only a few species which have 

suffered worst in our area than the national average – the kestrel -51% (c.f. -29% in the UK), the cuckoo -

46% (-37%), the meadow pipit -41% (-16%), the whitethroat -4% (31%) and the rook -44% (-3%).  Perhaps 

the most tantalizing of all the figures is for the cuckoo.  The UK population has decreased by 37% since 

1994 but within this the English population has reduced by 56% whilst in the same time the population in 

Scotland has increased by +39% - which will not surprise those members who regularly holiday in Scotland 

and have commented how much easier it is to see cuckoos there than it now is in Wharfedale!  

  So what do we make of all these figures and the views that it has been a quiet summer?  Well, we are 

obviously in a period of significant change that has been going on for 30 years or so, initially driven by 

agricultural intensification but increasingly by climate change.  This has resulted in a significant change in 

the balance in the numbers of residents and migrants.  Many of our favourite species, both resident and 

migrant, are becoming more difficult to see or are disappearing from our area and this clearly affects our 

perception of the attractiveness of the birding scene (and the pleasures of bird watching).  This was possibly 

the first summer when the cuckoo was a decidedly difficult bird to see in our area (with ~2/3 of records being 

of birds which were only heard).  Against this must be set a slowly changing scene with new birds moving 

into the UK and managing to survive our warmer winters.  Perhaps the best example of this is the little egret.  
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In the last BTO winter atlas (1981 1984) only one bird was recorded (strangely enough in Orkney).  The map 

shows the map squares in which the species was recorded and is an 

early result from the new winter atlas survey.  The species first bred 

in the UK in 1996 and it can be seen how widespread the species 

now is, especially in the south, and a recent count gave 433 pairs 

country-wide.  We have seen the species in our area in most years 

since 1997 (and had a record 3 sightings in 2008), whilst Yorkshire 

awaits the first record of breeding in the county.  In 2008, and as a 

sign of the continuing change, we were surprised to hear that there 

had been a visiting pair of common crane at a county reserve since 

2001 and that this year they had successfully produced a juvenile (as 

they did for the first time in 2006). In the UK there were breeding 

first when a cattle egret bred in the Somerset Levels whilst spoonbill 

bred in Dumfries and Galloway for only the second time in 330 

years
17

.  Nearer to home avocets bred inland this year for the first 

time at Nosterfield: this species first bred in Yorkshire in 1992 at 

Blacktoft (after absence of 155 years).  However a study by the 

RSPB and Durham University of 42 of the rarest nesting birds in the UK concluded that nothing comes free 

in the natural world.  The study shows that whilst southern species are breeding more, northern species are 

dwindling.  On the one hand, the region in which European birds will breed has moved northwards by 340 

miles in the past 25 years.  On the other, rare northern breeders in the British Isles such as redwing, 

Temminck’s stint, purple sandpiper, shore lark and snowy owl have all dwindled.  For example, 80 pairs of 

redwing nested in Scotland in the 1980s – now only a handful are left!  To summarise, we are seeing slow 

changes because of climate change and are getting the occasional record of species in the UK we would 

never have expected to see a decade ago, but this is hardly an adequate compensation for so many of our 

attractive summer visitors whose populations are collapsing. 
 

2008 FACTS AND FIGURES: For those who like records, the Society (and this recorder) had another busy 

year with 9,647 sighting records (up 4%).  The numbers of species and reports are summarised below, whilst 

first and last sightings for the year are shown in Annex B.  Last year was a particularly bad year for the 

number of species seen so I show not only the equivalent figures for 2007 in brackets but also for the good 

2006 season (pale).  For each region, north and south, figures are also given for 3 or 4 areas within those 

regions: 

 Species recorded Sightings 

South of Barden Bridge 161 (148) (164) 7352 (6992) (6408) 

     Washburn 126 (116) (128) 2246 (2165) (2110) 

     Otley Wetland 111 (108) (115) 1314 (1131) (896) 

     Bolton Abbey Estate 104 (103) (99) 786 (909) (733) 

North of Barden Bridge 117 (125) (121) 2294 (2287) (2611) 

     Grimwith Reservoir 68 (84) (84) 213 (393) (448) 

     Grassington area 94 (103) (104) 730 (820) (967) 

     Littondale 79 (71) (73) 506 (278) (295) 

     Upper Wharfedale 

        (Starbotton - Oughtershaw) 

71(75) (72) 374 (341) (265) 

TOTAL 160 (155) (166) 9647 (9279) (9032) 
 

There was a first record for our area of a great egret which has been submitted to the YNU
18

.  Interesting 

sightings and events included: 

 Large passage of pink-feet geese across Yorkshire, including good numbers over Wharfedale, on the 

weekend of 28
th
 January. 

 Interesting year for mandarins with much greater presence to south of Strid Woods. 

                                                 
17  The source of these birds is undoubtedly Netherlands whose population has now reached a peak of 1,844 pairs.  Numbers in 
the UK are undoubtedly increasing with a flock of 17 recorded at Havergate Island in July of this year. 
18  Decisions were received during the year from the YNU on two 2006 sightings, a Montagu’s harrier which was accepted and 
bean goose which was not. 
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 Poor year for wildfowl with the only highlight a garganey.  No sightings of pintail and shoveler (and 

only one of shelduck and ruddy duck), with poor numbers of many species but with the main concern a 

continuing reduction in the presence of pochards in the area. 

 Raptor highlights included a honey buzzard at Barden, part of an autumn invasion, and a good year for 

hobbies.  Red kites continue to flourish with seven local nests and a record of eleven birds over a 

member’s house at the same time! 

 First mid-Wharfedale breeding record of a yellow wagtail since 1999. 

 Welcome return of waxwings after a 2½ year absence of but not much food for them when they arrived. 

 No yellowhammer records in the area this year. 

 The garden bird highlight of the year was a rare turtle dove in Ilkley.  It was a good garden year for 

brambling and siskin. 

 Otley highlights included a red-necked grebe and immature gannet, and first records for the site of 

nuthatch and crossbill. 

After Ozzie, the African grey parrot, kept us entertained in Otley until the spring of last year, this year was a 

positively unexciting year for ‘exotics’.  The only record was a possible upland (or Magellanic) goose at 

Chelker on 8
th
 February. 

CONCLUSIONS: Let me repeat the points I made last year about sighting records: 

 I continue to welcome regular birders’ views about local species’ populations and trends. 

 I continue to feel that inclusion of maximum flock sizes recorded for each is quite a powerful indicator 

of bird populations (for appropriate species). It would also help if you can include examples of breeding 

and unusual behaviour, which can help me to make the report a more interesting read. 

 I have again recorded the number of sightings for each species and the number of sites where that species 

was seen: some interesting trends are beginning to emerge.  Again, I have recognised that there are a 

number of common birds that are obviously massively unrecorded and I have marked these with a (C) 

and have not reported the above parameters for these. 

Finally, many thanks to all contributors to this report and especially those who submitted their sightings in 

the order given in the report – it really is a very great help.  You can also greatly assist me by submitting 

your reports in batches throughout the year – quarterly or half-yearly if you generate a lot.  In particular, 

please try to avoid submitting large amounts all at the end of the year.  If you keep your records on 

computer why not have a chat with me?  An increasing number of people are now e-mailing their records 

to me (in a spread-sheet), which reduces my task enormously.  The schedule for the production of the 

Annual Report is very tight – it has to reach the Editors by the end of January.  If you can get final sightings 

to me not later than Wednesday, 6
th
 January 2009, that would be enormously helpful.  Last but not least 

many thanks to the Bradford Ornithological Group for allowing me to use their sightings, which are 

especially useful for some of the scarcer species, and to the Upper Wharfedale Field Society for providing 

another interesting set of records from the north of our region since their inclusion helps us to improve our 

understanding of the species that are found throughout our area. 

 

CLASSIFIED LIST 

In the Classified List I have used the usual abbreviation of GP for Gravel Pit.  ‘Burley’ is Burley in 

Wharfedale, and when referring to Lindley, Swinsty, Fewston, Thruscross, Chelker, John O’Gaunts, Scargill 

and Grimwith, I mean the reservoirs or their vicinity at these locations.  Similarly, Otley refers to Otley 

Wetland Nature Reserve (formerly Otley Gravel Pits) unless otherwise specified.  Mid Wharfedale is taken 

as the area downstream from Barden Bridge and above Pool Bridge.  Upper Wharfedale starts above Barden 

Bridge, whilst Lower Wharfedale is below Pool Bridge.  In the Washburn Valley the dam at the southern end 

of Fewston is taken as the boundary between upper and lower Washburn.  I have also extensively used the 

‘north’ and ‘south’ to identify the regions above and below Barden Bridge. 

 

RED-THROATED DIVER (Gavia stellata) 

Rare passage migrant. 

A bird was recorded on Embsay reservoir just outside the WNS area from 20
th
 March.  It had originally 

been found in the fields nearby on that date by a grandma returning over fields to her farm after collecting 

her grandchild from school: she was unable to identify it.  She consulted a local bird-watcher who 

remarked that this species was unable to take off from the ground.  It was moved to the reservoir and 
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released where it spent some days happily fishing, being last recorded on 6
th
 April (BOG, Tony Vittery*, 

Derek & Brenda Parkin). 

LITTLE GREBE (Tachybaptus ruficollis)          073 Sightings/19 Sites 

Uncommon breeding/local migrant: population stable. 

Sightings were received for every month although, as in recent years, a high proportion of the sightings 

were in the first four months.  Birds have traditionally tended to winter at Knotford Nook and Otley.  There 

was a count of seven at Otley in January and 4 in December, with numbers at Knotford reaching only 4 in 

February and four and five in November and December, all numbers which compare unfavourably with the 

peak count of ten at Knotford in January 2005.  Birds were recorded at Otley in every month except June 

but summer sightings were unusual: two birds were recorded singing on 20
th
 May but there was no record 

of breeding there.  There were occasional river sightings of single birds in the first and last two months of 

the year, usually below Barden Bridge; the usual regular bird below Grassington Bridge was only present 

at the start of the year.  There was an impressive count of six birds between Strid Woods and Ilkley on 26th 

November.  During the year there were records from the smaller ponds around mid-Wharfedale including 

Low Dam in the Washburn, Farnley, Denton, March Ghyll Reservoir and Ben Rhydding gravel pits.  

Breeding was reported from Low Dam, Denton and Ben Rhydding gravel pits; the first record was from 

Ben Rhydding on 30
th
 June when the young were only a few days old, but otherwise all the records were 

during July. 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE (Podiceps cristatus)           097 Sightings/08 Sites 

Common breeding resident/local migrant: population stable. 

The species was reported every month of the year from various sites in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, 

although sightings are far less widespread than for the little grebe (typically reports are received from 

around 7 or 8 sites compared with ~20 for the little grebe).  Its strongholds are traditionally Knotford Nook 

and Otley; the peaks being 8 at Otley and 5 at Knotford, both in April.   The monthly peak counts of adults 

at Otley were: 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

3 4 5 8 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 
 

As usual there were regular sightings from the Washburn with the most continuous presence being at 

Lindley Wood (where five were recorded on 26
th
 May) and with regular reports from Swinsty during the 

winter months.  There were also regular sightings from Chelker, although not in the numbers reported in 

2006 (3 compared to an unusual 7 in 2006). The only other sightings were of a bird flying over Addingham 

golf course towards Chelker on 1
st
 May and an unusual record of two birds at Lower Barden Reservoir on 

10
th
 July.  There was the usual nest-building activity on Lindley Wood but the only record of breeding was 

from the usual site at Otley with three near-full size juveniles seen in late July. There was a further report 

of breeding from Beaverdyke Reservoir, just outside the area, with two adults and a juvenile on 4
th
 July. 

RED-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps grisegena)            001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage migrant 

A single immature bird was photographed at Otley on the Conservation Lake on 25
th
 November by a non-

birder and identified by a WNS member (Leo Robinson) who returned the next day, found the bird still 

there and sketched it: a description and pictures were submitted.  This is the rarest of the grebes for our area 

with records in only nine previous years and with this the first sighting since 1999 (although there had been 

sightings in three out of four years between 1996 and 1999).  The main wintering area of this species is 

around Scandinavia but some winter south to the southern Mediterranean and a few in the UK, with 

perhaps 100 in England each year.  In fact the range of the species has been spreading westwards into the 

Netherlands in recent years and there have been several, failed breeding attempts in England, the first in 

Cambridgeshire in 1987. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps nigricollis)  

         001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage migrant 

There was a possible sighting of a single bird at Otley on 17
th
 

January: it was recorded on the BOG web-site but no written 

description has so far been submitted.  This would be the 11
th
 year 

in which this species has been recorded (and the 4
th
 time in the last 

decade). 
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NORTHERN GANNET (Sula bassana)            002 Sightings/01 Sites 

Very rare migrant. 

An unusual bird was seen at Otley on the sailing lake on Saturday, 20th September by an OW working 

party – but no-one had a pair of binoculars!  Ernie Scarfe came along later and was almost mobbed by 

people anxious to get a better view – it turned out to be an immature gannet: a description was submitted.  

This is only the 7
th
 year when this species has been recorded: in fact it was recorded slightly more 

frequently in the early days of the Society with the only other record since 1975 being in 1997. The 

majority of sightings (~60%) have also in September with several specifically identified as involving 

juveniles
19

.  What is curious, and perhaps it is coincidental, is that this shortage of records since the mid-

70s corresponds quite closely with the build-up of the breeding colony at Bempton, England’s only 

mainland colony, during the -70s (also Nevil & Audrey Bowland). 

CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo)            093 Sightings/22 Sites 

Common passage/long-staying visitor: population numbers have markedly increased in recent years. 

It is now a common bird in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn with sightings in every month: the species 

is far less common in Upper Wharfedale where the only sightings apart from Grimwith (where the peak 

count was three in November) were of single birds flying along the river at Bucken (February), 

Grassington (March) and Arncliffe (twice in November).  The over-wintering count at Lindley Wood was 

very disappointing with a peak of only 10; well down on the 41 in January 2007 and 54 in March 2006.  

There were reasonable numbers at Otley with the peak monthly counts as shown below: 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

15 12 8 4 1 1 13 4 20 14 18 17 
 

  It was interesting that birds were seen at Otley every month this year, even if their presence was very 

limited in May and June and we have yet to see any sign of breeding in the area.  There is always a conflict 

between this species and angling interests.  Locally, they have been taking a lot of fish from Chelker and 

the only sightings from there this year were of a single bird during March, a massive fall on the peak of 

eight in 2007 and 14 the year before.  Numbers at other sites are usually small and rarely reach three or 

four – and there were the usual number of sightings of single birds usually flying along the river, although 

there were three on the river below the New Bridge in Ilkley on 24
th
 January.  There were sightings of a 

bird of the Northern - European race sinensis at Otley on 15
th
 January and 11th February and from Fewston 

on 16
th
 January.  One member recorded a bird overflying their Burley garden in May. 

LITTLE EGRET (Egretta garzetta)             003 Sightings/03 Sites 

Rare visitor but likely to become more common in future years. 

After a surprisingly blank year in 2007 there were three sightings this year: one was seen in fields alongside 

Riffa Beck (beyond Pool) on 5
th
 January (Tony Grainger), another spent ½ day on the 19

th
 in a tree at West 

Park Wood in Denton (Pete Roe), and the third was seen flying downstream past Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits 

on 9
th
 August (Steve Parkes).  This was the 7

th
 year the bird has been recorded since the first record in 

1997.  Incidentally, whilst most of the attention has been on this species the cattle egret is also now making 

inroads into the UK: numbers were recorded, mainly in the south, from April, to be followed by news from 

Somerset at the end of July of the first UK breeding record: this is 12 years after the first breeding little 

egret on Brownsea Island with 433 pairs now present in the UK. 

GREAT EGRET (Ardea alba)              001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Very rare migrant. 

The report of this bird caused a lot of confusion in the birding community.  This seemed such an unlikely 

bird to find in the area but the sighting was a clear one.  The observer (Jeff Appleyard) was at Otley around 

10am on 17th April and was approaching the reed bed along the usual track when the bird flew up from the 

reeds, about 15 metres away.  At first the thought that it was a grey heron because there were quite a few 

about, but it was all white with a long yellow bill and very dark, possibly black legs and feet. It was 

watched through binoculars as it circled around and then settled on a tree top between the reed beds and the 

                                                 
19  Migratory movements are complex.  Adults tend to disperse into waters relatively near their breeding grounds out of the 

breeding season but can move down to the Bay of Biscay and the Mediterranean.  A few younger birds winter in northern waters 

around England, but most tend to travel much further and will not return to their breeding colony until their second or third years. 
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lapwing field.  Subsequently, it flew up and started heading off eastwards down the valley. At this point 

there was a grey heron in flight, approximately 50 metres away enabling a size comparison to be made. 

Times are changing in the UK for the egret family. The situation for little and cattle egrets are reviewed 

above but there has also been a small but significant presence of great whites wandering around the 

country. It would appear from the Birdguides database that there may have been at least four birds in the 

country in mid-April: two were undoubtedly in Scotland spending some time in Orkney but with two in 

Aberdeen on 22nd and 23rd. There were also two birds in England on the 22nd – in the Isle of Man and 

Kent. Earlier, bird(s) were in southern counties from the 10th being last recorded in Suffolk on 15th and 

Norfolk on the 17th. There was then a gap between then and the Isle of Man sighting: the re-appearance of 

the Isle of Man bird(?) in Northumberland on 25th shows just how mobile these birds can be. The sighting 

in Otley is therefore not inconsistent with the database information!  A report is submitted to the YNU. 

GREY HERON (Ardea cinerea)             116 Sightings/42 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable/increasing. 

The species continues to prosper both nationally and in our area, no doubt partly due to the absence of 

severe winters.  The species is widely reported in every month and throughout the region, usually of single 

birds or small groups (outside the main heronries) at reservoirs or along the river.  There is an interesting 

pattern of records at the regularly-watched Otley site with birds always present through to June but less 

regularly thereafter until the end of the year:  
 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Set Oct Nov Dec 

Otley 2 5 10 13 12 3 2 4 4 4 6 5 
 

Both of the local heronries are in mid-Wharfedale, so sightings in upper-Wharfedale are rather less 

common but the species was recorded throughout the area with two records of two birds – from 

Hawkswick in January and Oughtershaw in May.  The species normally starts nesting quite early from 

early March with a peak at the end of the month, and whilst they benefited last year they did less well this 

year with cold northerly winds from mid-March and through the first three weeks of April.  There were 

mixed fortunes at our heronries: the larger one produced 81 young from 33 nests (2.5/nest c.f. 2.9 last 

year); the other had a poor year with only seven nests producing young, only half the usual number, and 

with the odd nest found on the floor.  Eight (out of 39) people providing garden records reported the 

species seen from or in their garden with most members appearing relaxed at their appearance in the 

garden.  A member from Addingham took a pragmatic view that an appearance added to the natural 

environment of their pond (but added that, anyway, the bird had already eaten all the fish), whilst another 

in Addingham reported a bird taking a frog in March. There were also three reports of herons visiting 

Burley gardens, generally during the first quarter: one was a regular visitor during February and back again 

from May where it was regularly mobbed by crows that obviously resented its presence. 

WHITE STORK (Ciconia ciconia)              012 Sightings/08 Sites 

Rare passage migrant/local escapee 

After having so many species where records were down this year it is nice to be able to report one which 

had the greatest recorded activity for several years although, as usual, we must assume that they were all of 

free-flying birds from Harewood
20

.  Records were received between 9
th
 March and 24

th
 June, all being seen 

between Leathley and Ilkley.  There was one sighting of three birds over Ben Rhydding Gravel pits on 15
th
 

June and there were two birds in a field at the top of Leathley Bank on the 18
th
.  Two of the sightings were 

from people’s gardens; one was a long distance view from an Otley garden as a bird spiralled over the 

sailing lake at Otley Wetland.  However, in the other case a bird arrived at a small pool just beyond the 

bottom of someone’s garden in Manor Park, Burley on 17
th
 April, and then returned on the 19

th
 and stayed 

until the night of the 20
th
 by which time the pool had dried up!   

MUTE SWAN (Cygnus olor)               061 Sightings/06 Sites 

                                                 
20  However, I had an interesting conversation with John Waller, the Bird Curator at Harewood after one of the sightings, which 
only served to highlight the ‘grey nature’ of the situation.  There are currently 4 free-flying birds there, a young male and female and 
another female but also a large male which ‘just turned up’ and has no markings of any sort; the large male, in particular, is very mobile.  

John said that the fact that there are storks at Harewood tends to attract storks in from elsewhere – they have had ringed birds coming in 

from Holland and elsewhere on the Continent.  Two of the ‘locals’ have very obvious and large, bright yellow rings fitted on the lower 
part of the leg: the other has lost the ring and the large male is unmarked.   He remarked that storks climb on thermals but then can shoot 
off and travel long distances quite quickly; also that they like following rivers.  Nevertheless, however far the birds travel they always come 
back to Harewood to breed. 



60 

Common local breeding resident: population stable. 

This species remains very localised with most reports eastwards from Otley and from the lower Washburn, 

and with their stronghold very much at Otley (both at the Wetlands and the town bridge).  After records 

were received from an unusually high 10 sites last year, this year’s figure returned to a more usual 6.  Once 

again the peak counts were from Otley, with 20 recorded (including 4 first year birds) on the river by the 

town bridge there at the end of March and 27 at the Wetlands at the end of the year (including seven 

immature birds).  The only other regular sightings were from Knotford where the peak count at the end of 

the year was two adults with eight first year birds, and Farnley with a peak count at the start of the year of 

two adults with seven first year birds.  The only other sightings were a pair at Farfield Hall in February and 

May and an unusual record from Chelker where an immature spent some time during November.  Breeding 

reports came from the usual sites.  There were at least three broods at Otley, although also some attrition; 

families of four and five cygnets on 19
th
 June had reduced to two and four only ten days later.  Breeding 

was also reported from Knotford and the small private lake although, as at Otley there was evidence of 

cygnet attrition at the former site. 

WHOOPER SWAN (Cygnus cygnus)              008 Sightings/04 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

It was an average year with no repeat of last year’s stunning figure of 74 on Lower Barden Reservoir
21

.  

Two of the sightings involved moderate counts. The spring peak was 10 at Lindley Wood on 20
th
 March; in 

the autumn passage there were seven adults and a first year bird on Chelker on 16
th
 November.  The other 

sightings were of only between one and three birds. Five of the sightings were during spring migration in 

March (between the 9
th
 and 31

st
) - from Lindley Wood, Swinsty and Chelker Reservoirs, and from Otley.  

The two autumn records were both from Chelker – on 19
th
 October as well as the date quoted above. 

PINK FOOTED GOOSE (Anser brachyrhynchus)           030 Sightings/15 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant/visitor. 

It was an excellent year for this species.  The highlight (and probably 

one of the ones for the birding year as a whole) came at the end of 

January over a single weekend when 30% of the sightings for the year 

were recorded from all across the region as an immense movement of 

pink-footed geese occurred over Yorkshire between 28th and 30th 

January but especially on 28
th
, all heading in a generally westerly 

direction. Most of these were probably birds commuting between the 

three main wintering areas in east Scotland, Northwest England and 

East Anglia as late winter often sees a general redistribution of birds 

between areas, although some may have been taking advantage of mild 

weather to start their journey back to Iceland.  Birdguides reported large 

flocks over Yorkshire, mostly in excess of 100, and totaling 5,500 birds: 

the largest was 1150 in East Yorkshire in 10 skeins between 09.45 and 10.10am.  Locally, the rush started 

with three birds over Denton Moor on the 27
th
 with 130 (Fairfield Hall), 60 over Addingham, 50 over 

Grassington and 45 over Otley the following day; on the 29
th
 130 were recorded flying up Littondale.  

There was to be a long tail to this movement with sightings continuing until February 9
th
 and in fact the 

largest skeins recorded locally were 400 over Otley on the 7
th
 and 190 on the 9

th
, which were tracked 

through Ilkley and then past the Barden View Point in the late morning.   There was a late flurry from mid-

March to early April with 250 over Whetstone Gate on the 2
nd

.  Some birds clearly feel the need to break 

their journey and it is always worth checking feral flocks for this species at this time: single birds were 

found amongst a flock of greylag at Thruscross on the 13
th
 February and amongst Canada at Fewston on 

14
th
, although by far the biggest stop-over was a flock of 72 on the sailing island at Otley on 1

st
 March with 

a single bird hanging around at Otley until mid-May.  How long will it be, I wonder, before we see the odd 

bird staying on for the summer?  In the autumn the movements started at the end of September with 325 

reported off Spurn on 21
st
 heading for Norfolk, and local BOG ‘vis-mig’ sites reporting several skeins 

                                                 
21  The last ‘good’ year for this species was in 2004 with 22 sightings from 8 sites.  BTO reported at the end of 2008 the results of a 
survey carried out during the fairly mild 2006/7 winter which showed numbers of Bewick’s and whoopers were only around half those of 
the previous year and the lowest for 30 years.  Much of this was due to low numbers at Ouse Washes, the key site.  A similar survey in 
Holland has also concluded that birds were stopping off further to the east because of the warmer winters so that reduced numbers were 
reaching their area.  Also, many were starting back by end December, a whole month earlier than 20 years ago. 
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totalling over 600 birds on the 28
th
.  Locally there were November counts of 600 over Sandwith Moor 

(heading south to south-east) on 9
th
 and 51 over Chelker on 28

th
 heading west. 

GREYLAG GOOSE (Anser anser)              100 Sightings/24 Sites 

Common resident breeder/visitor: recent significant population increase. 

It must be difficult for long term residents in the area to remember times when this species was not a rather 

intrusive sight in our landscape but the first sighting was as recent as 1964 and there have only been annual 

sightings since 1971!  Now the local, feral population continues to prosper, and various-sized groups were 

reported throughout mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn (at typically around 25 to 30 sites), although the 

highest count was only 175 at Thruscross in February compared with 450 at Grimwith last year – maybe 

exhausted members have tired of counting this ubiquitous species?  Apart from Grimwith (which was less 

well-watched than usual this year with a peak count of only 109 in February) and no doubt to the relief of 

locals, sightings from Upper Wharfedale were very limited with the only sighting being of two birds over-

flying Water’s Laithe in April.  Peak monthly counts at Otley (for both greylag and Canada with the latter 

significantly outnumbering the former) were: 
 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Greylag Goose 29 40 27 22 65 68 21 1 21 7 34 17 

Canada Goose 101 121 123 114 89 112 116 48 18 25 108 177 
 

The records suggest there may well have been local shooting during the summer to encourage the large 

flocks to move on. There were the usual numerous reports of breeding with the first record of a pair with 

seven young at Otley on 19
th
 April and reportedly numerous there by early May. 

CANADA GOOSE (Branta canadensis)            091 Sightings/19 Sites 

Common breeding resident/visitor: significant population increase in recent decades and recent 

suggestions that numbers were levelling off probably premature. 

Unlike the greylag, records of this species go back to the beginning of the Society’s records.  It is 

marginally less widespread than the greylag with records from about 20+ sites (compared with between 25 

and 30).  Nevertheless it is common at Grimwith and downstream, but is reported very infrequently from 

above Grimwith (there was only a single sighting of two birds at Greenfield in February).  As for the 

greylag, counts were somewhat down this year with the most frequent records from Fewston where there 

was a peak of 180 in September, after counts of ~140 at the start of the year.  Breeding records were 

received from a number of sites with the first records from Otley on 13
th
 April, where there were reported 

to be many young by early May. 

BARNACLE GOOSE (Branta leucopsis)             004 Sightings/02 Sites 

Rare passage migrant/probable escape. 

A bird was recorded at Otley on the 11
th
 and 14

th
 of May: on the first date it had left Otley at 8am and 

dropped in briefly to the Stockbridge Nature Reserve at 11.00.  There was another bird at Otley at the end 

of the year on 25
th
 December, which was also seen on the river at the town bridge on the 28

th
.  Both were 

almost certainly escapees (or feral birds).   

EGYPTIAN GOOSE (Alopochen aegyptiacus)            001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce visitor/possible escapee 

There was a rare record of a single bird at Lower Barden Reservoir on 8
th
 April (Graham Foggitt and Anna 

Powell).  This was only the 5
th
 record of this species since it was first recorded in 1984.  The bird was 

introduced into England in the late seventeenth century when they were in Charles II collection in St 

James’s Park, London: birds becoming increasingly common on private estates, mostly in the south and 

east, during the nineteenth century.  Subsequently some of these birds have escaped into the wild and 

formed feral populations
22

.  However it is very sedentary, breeds early so that it can be affected by bad 

weather (with consequent small brood sizes) and it is suspected that the climate may be rather marginal for 

the species, so its spread out of strongholds (like East Anglia) is proving very slow. This is most likely, 

therefore, to have been an escaped bird. 

SHELDUCK (Tadorna tadorna)              002 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant/visitor: may breed some years. 

                                                 
22  There are wide variations in the estimated numbers in the UK.  The total probably lies between 500 and 1,000 with 100+ 
breeding pairs: over 75% of birds of the birds are found in Norfolk.  Away from Norfolk breeding has only been recorded on the Thames 
in Berkshire and at Rutland Water (which is the only site outside Norfolk supporting significant numbers). 
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It was an extremely poor year for this species with only one record of two birds in a field alongside the 

main Harrogate road north of Pool on 30
th
 March.  There was one further sighting of two birds at a farm 

near Harewood just outside the WNS area during March.  Typically in recent years the species has been 

recorded at three sites and in 2005 and 2006 birds spent significant periods at Otley. 

MANDARIN DUCK (Aix galericulata)             058 Sightings/20 Sites 

Scarce visitor/escaped species but local breeding population now established. 

It was a particularly interesting year for this species.  In the past any movement from its stronghold in Strid 

Woods has been to the north with birds recorded as far up the river as Grassington.  Now, for the second 

year, there has been a continuing small movement of this species to the south with the first two records of 

breeding and a big increase in the total number of sites where the species was recorded (from 10 to 20).  

Once again a pair was seen in the Washburn around Dob Park Bridge with records between early January 

and 19
th
 May; a pair was also recorded at a small private lake on 1

st
 April, a male seen on Swinsty on 26

th
 

September, at the small pond at Gallows Hill on 24
th
 October and on the river at Knotford on 7

th
 December.  

None of this, though, has produced any evidence of breeding!  The pair at Ilkley Old Bridge which arrived 

in late November was seen regularly until 9
th
 March.  However, we then had our first ever garden record 

with a pair flying into an Ilkley pond late on 5
th
 April, returning the following evening and present for 

much of the subsequent day.  All this activity did at least produce an outcome with a female being recorded 

with three young on the river at the tennis club on 2
nd

 June (with the young seen again on 9
th
 July): the pair 

was back at the Old Bridge on 24
th
 October.  The other breeding record was of a female on 12 eggs at 

Arthington.  In the more traditional haunts birds were recorded from Appletreewick, Water’s Laithe, 

Burnsall and up as far as Hebden (in early May) although, as a further indication of the rather strange 

recording year, there were no records of young from that region this year!  With a distinct shortage of 

beech mast this autumn there was a distinctly abbreviated autumn gathering in Strid Woods which only 

lasted during October with a peak of 20 on 22
nd

. 

WIGEON (Anas penelope)              067 Sightings/09 Sites 

Possible scarce breeding (although breeding at the one site must now be in doubt) resident/passage 

migrant: population stable/increasing. 

Most sightings were for the period up to April and from mid-September onwards from Knotford Nook, 

Otley, Farnley, some of the Washburn reservoirs, and especially from Grimwith.  However, apart from the 

three principal sites, records from other sites were down.  The peak monthly counts at Grimwith compared 

with Otley and Knotford were: 
 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Grimwith 30 90 ? 27 5 1 ? ? 17 18 145 ? 

Otley 6 16 30 9 0 0 0 0 0 48 22 22 

Knotford 40+ 54 25 ? ? ? ? ? 7 9 41 50 
 

Peak counts at the start of the year were good at Otley and Knotford compared with the last two years.  

Previous peaks have been Grimwith 105 (2006) and 84 (2007), Otley 18 (2006) and 15 (2007) and 

Knotford 24 (2006) and 18 (2007).  In the spring, numbers start rapidly reducing with the last sighting at 

Otley 12
th
 April and 27

th
 March at Knotford.  Sightings from other locations were much restricted this year 

with the only significant counts in the first period of the year being from Lindley Wood with 24 on 13
th
 

January and 20 at on 16
th
 April; the highest count from Farnley was only three in early April.  Ian Court of 

the YDNPA Park reported that there were a total of 20 to 30 breeding pairs in the Park, which is of 

National significance since the total breeding population is only 200 to 250 pairs.  After a gap of several 

years there was a rare record of breeding in the region with a female seen with 1 juvenile on 31
st
 May and 

one with three juveniles on 20
th
 June. In the autumn, the first records were from Grimwith (16

th
 

September), Knotford (23
rd

), Lindley Wood (with 25 on 2
nd

 October) but not until the 18
th
 October at 

Otley.  There were records of small numbers of birds on Swinsty (5 in November) and Fewston (6 in 

December) as well as 24 at Farnley during November.  However, the highlight of the autumn was the very 

high count at Grimwith on 12
th
 November, which is higher than the 100+ on December 2004 and the 136 

in the same month in the following year. 

GADWALL (Anas strepera)              010 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor. 
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It was another disappointing year for this species with sightings only slightly above last year’s low figure, 

and with records only received from three sites for the fourth year running.  Sightings are always received 

from Otley and Knotford but with Farnley, which is usually the third site, replaced this year with a first 

record from Grimwith.  These figures compare with the last ‘good’ year of 2004 when there were 36 

sightings from four sites.  Sightings followed the pattern of last year with the majority (8 out of 10) at the 

beginning of the year.  There were occasional reports of up to three birds at Knotford until the end of 

March and three reports from the well-watched Otley site usually of a pair between mid-February and early 

April.  In the autumn the Grimwith sighting of two birds was on 9
th
 October with the other sighting of a 

single bird at Knotford on 6
th
 December. 

TEAL (Anas crecca)               034 Sightings/12 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: probably in shallow decline. 

This species is regularly present at a number of sites, typically between 9 and 11; its usual strongholds are 

in the Washburn (especially Farnley Lake) and at Grimwith; it also occurs in mid-Wharfedale. The most 

interesting sighting in a rather dull year for this species were a male and two females along the beck at 

Kilnsey (February), and one on Grassington Moor (August). Overall numbers were even more 

disappointing than last year and there was no compensating big influx in the autumn when there was a 

peak count of ~120 at Upper Barden Reservoir on 13
th
 November, the highest count for at least the past 10 

years.  The only count in double figures was a small flock of 10 or 11 at Kex Gill in the first half of 

February and a remarkable high count of 32 at Otley on 14
th
 December (and there were still 18 on the 25

th
). 

Otherwise the highest counts were of six at Farnley (January), eight at Lindley Wood in early March and 

nine at Grimwith in late October and at Fewston in November. The peak count at Otley until the December 

records was only six (in January). Breeding certainly occurs in the area but they are very secretive and 

evidence is limited. However there was one record of breeding this year in upper Washburn. 

MALLARD (Anas platyrhynchos) 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable. 

Tens of birds can often be counted by anyone who walks a mile or so along the Wharfe or around many of 

the stretches of water in the region, although counts tend to dwindle along the upper reaches of the Wharfe 

(above Starbotton) and the Skirfare.  Counts from Grimwith continue to dwarf everywhere else with ~700 

in January and 660 in November, but there were good counts from across the region mainly along the main 

rivers including the Washburn reservoirs (94 at Lindley, 51 at Swinsty and 33 at Fewston), Strid Woods 

(100), Hubberholme to Cray (29), and Halton Gill to Foxup (12) all in January, Linton to Grass Wood 

(106) in May, Barden Bridge to Water’s Laithe (85) in June and 85 at Low Mill (November).  The peak 

count at Otley was 68.  There were the usual numerous reports of breeding from across the region with 

young reported between 28
th
 April and 27

th
 July with 19 broods counted on the June walk from Barden 

Bridge to Water’s Laithe.  Addingham gardens appear to act as a magnet to this species with three of the 

seven garden records received from there.  One of the mallards there was a particularly forceful character 

who saw off a carrion crow competing with it for bread on the garden lawn. 

NORTHERN PINTAIL (Anas acuta)              No sightings this year 

Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor. 

Last year it was reported that quiet years were becoming the norm for this species with sightings usually at 

only two or three sites (since a ‘good’ year in ‘2004’ with records from five sites).  Also, that 2007 had 

been particularly quiet with only two sightings from two sites.  This year there were none: the first time 

this has happened since 1999. 

GARGANEY (Anas querquedula)              003 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage migrant. 

Perhaps the only highlight of a very poor year for wildfowl generally was a male garganey on the Otley 

sailing lake on 4
th
 May (BOG, Simon Goodwin, Pete Roe).  This is the only duck which visits the UK in 

summer.  It starts arriving in March having paired up in West Africa.  There are 130 pairs spread thinly 

across country with only eight in Yorkshire; their main stronghold is the Ouse Washes.   The most regular 

sites in Yorkshire are North Duffield Carrs and Weldrake Ings, with sighting also regular at Fairburn Ings.  

The UK is on the edge of its breeding range but it is a species which has benefited from the increase in 

managed wetlands in the UK.  In our area it was first recorded in 1968 but remained rare until the mid-90s 

(being recorded in only six years during that period); since then annual sightings have become more 

frequent with records in eight of the 13 years since 1996. 

SHOVELER (Anas clypeata)             No sightings this year 
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Scarce passage migrant. 

This species is usually recorded at Otley and Knotford but was only seen at Otley in 2007.  This year there 

were no records at all – the first time this has happened since 1997.  The omens for this species are poor 

since there has been a steady decline from a peak of ten sightings from five sites in 2005. 

RED-CRESTED POCHARD (Netta rufina)            033 Sightings/01 Sites 
Rare passage migrant/possible escape. 

A male which was first recorded at Otley on 9
th
 October 2007 was to remain in the area until the autumn of 

2008, usually being seen on the small pond near the sailing lake, but also being seen on the sailing and the 

fishing lakes.  It started showing signs of restlessness in mid-year and was not recorded on the reserve on 

every visit: it was recorded on the river at Otley on 15
th
 June but was back on Otley Wetlands by early July, 

being in eclipse at that time.  There was also a record of two birds on Swinsty on 20
th
 February.  There have 

now been records in 4 of the last seven years, which is beginning to match the ‘purple’ patch when there 

were sightings in four of the eight years between 1971 and 1978.  On the Continent numbers in the main 

breeding area in Russia and Romania are in sharp decline.  However, in the UK birds have now been kept 

in captivity since the 1930s and there is now a well-established feral population especially in central and 

southern England, and this can be expected to increase in the future.  It is almost certain that these sightings 

were of feral birds or escapees. 

POCHARD (Aythya ferina)              039 Sightings/06 Sites 

Uncommon passage/winter visitor. 

This species remains relatively uncommon throughout our area, historically being seen at only between 

five and seven sites, with the majority of sightings occurring in the winter months.  The main sites are 

Otley and Knotford: but they have also usually been recorded at the Washburn reservoirs and at Chelker 

and Grimwith. However there appears to be a massive collapse in the presence of this species in our area 

over the last three or four years.  Peak annual counts and the number of sightings/sites for this and the last 

four years illustrate the continuing deterioration in the area: 
 

Peak counts 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 

Otley 13 11 38 24 36 

Knotford 1 4 9 40 33 
 

 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 

Sightings 39 48 58 68 140 

Sites 6 6 5 7 7 
 

At Otley this year there was a peak of 13 in the second half of February.  The sightings on 16
th
 March 

would normally have been the last until the autumn but there were also occasional sightings during May to 

July with four present on 23
rd

 June.  The situation was also rather strange at Knotford with a single male 

(only) being present until mid-June. At the start of the year the only other record was of a single bird on 

Lindley Wood (January), although there was also a single bird at John O’Gaunts Reservoir (February) just 

outside the area.  Birds started returning in mid-September with 2 birds at Swinsty on the 15
th
 and one at 

Otley on the 21
st
 (where the peak autumn count was 10 in early November)  There were no autumn records 

from Knotford Nook and the only other sighting was of two birds at Lindley Wood in December.  The 

reason for this reduction remain unclear since the latest results from the BTO WeBS Survey (up to 2004/5) 

show severe reductions in Northern Ireland, some falloff in Scotland and Wales but with numbers in 

England remaining fairly steady over the past  40 years. 

TUFTED DUCK (Aythya fuligula)             077 Sightings/10 Sites 

Common passage/winter visitor/local breeder: population probably stable. 

The species is resident throughout the year and is widespread on reservoirs and open stretches of water in 

mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, and also occurs at Kilnsey and occasionally at Grimwith (i.e. a total of 

between 8 and 11 sites each year).  The majority of reports come from Otley and Knotford (with only the 

former receiving regular coverage).  Peak monthly counts were: 
 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Otley 34 65 54 52 22 22 18 30 20 19 34 33 

Knotford 34 16 7 18 2 4 ? ? 5 26 23 28 
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These represent reasonable counts compared with previous years with peak counts at Otley being a high 81 

(2007), 38 (2006), 58 (2005) and 37 (2004) and for Knotford 28 (2007), 62 (2006), 57 (2005) and 30+ 

(2004)
23

.  Peak counts at other sites were 11 at Kilnsey trout farm, 10 at Farnley Lake, five at Fewston and 

four at Kex Gill, two at Ben Rhydding gravel pits and Chelker and one at Grimwith; there were also 11 at 

Beaverdyke Reservoir just outside the area.  After last year’s disastrous breeding season juveniles were 

recorded between 20
th
 May and 1

st
 August from Otley, Knotford, Kex Gill and Ben Rhydding gravel pits 

although numbers were small (with a peak of only five at Otley).  The best breeding record came from just 

outside the area at John O’Gaunts Reservoir, where two females were seen with 14 young on 9
th
 June. 

GREATER SCAUP (Aythya marila)             015 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage/winter visitor. 

The male, which joined the red-crested pochard at Otley during December 2007, was present on the sailing 

lake until 27
th
 April.  The only other record, also from Otley, was of a female on 27

th
 November (Leo 

Robinson). 

COMMON (or BLACK) SCOTER (Melanitta nigra)           002 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

This species is uncommon in the area but is nevertheless now recorded in most years: a bird was present on 

Chelker between 28
th
 and 31

st
 March (BOG, John Topham).  The species is in serious trouble as a breeding 

bird in the UK with the 2007 survey showing the population had fallen by 45% since the last survey in 

1995: the Islay population has disappeared so that breeding is more or less restricted to a few large lochs in 

the Inverness Glens and smaller lochs across the Caithness and Sutherland Flows. 

GOLDENEYE (Bucephala clangula)             073 Sightings/10 Sites 

Regular passage/winter visitor. 

It is generally confined to a few sites in the mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn with the occasional sighting 

from Upper Wharfedale – this year the only northern sighting was of two pairs on Grimwith on 18
th
 

November.  The main sites are Otley and Knotford where the peak monthly counts are shown below: 
 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Otley 17 22 24 10+ 0 0 0 0 0 8 19 16 

Knotford 20+ 16 25 8 ? ? ? ? ? ? 3 15 
 

Peak annual counts below for this and the last three years show numbers holding up reasonably well at 

Otley and a welcome recover at Knotford this year: 
 

 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 

Otley 24 25 29 35 26 

Knotford 25 8 23 15 24 
 

It is a relief that concerns expressed last year that the situation for this species might be becoming as bad as 

for the pochard have not been fully realised, although the situation is far from healthy.  Counts were well 

down on the Washburn reservoirs with a peak winter count of only five on Lindley Wood (c.f. 10 last year 

and 21 in 2006); there were seven at Farnley whilst the count of eight at Chelker was slightly up on five 

and three for the previous two years.  Perhaps the most unusual sighting of the year was a rare river record 

with 11 including three males at Manor Park, Burley on 28
th
 November. 

GOOSANDER (Mergus merganser)              147 Sightings/37 Sites 

Breeding resident and common winter visitor.  Population significantly increased in recent decades. 

This is widespread throughout our area as a wintering and a 

breeding species.  It was recorded all along the river, regularly up 

as far as Lower Grass Wood with the occasional sighting further 

north as far as Kettlewell.  Sightings from Littondale remain rare 

with only one sighting this year of three birds above Hawkswick in 

January.  As a clear indication of how well this species is spreading 

throughout the region there was a report of office workers 

watching five males in the centre of Leeds in mid-December.  

Traditionally, there has been a winter roost on Lindley Wood: this 

year there was only one record submitted, with ~20 birds seen on 

                                                 
23  The highest recent count in the area was a remarkably high 100+ birds at Chelker in August 2004.   
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6
th
 January.  The largest concentrations of birds on the river tend to be in the late winter with 13 in Strid 

Woods in February; in March there were 13 between Bolton Bridge and Addingham and  10 at Ben 

Rhydding gravel pits and nearby on the river.  There are regular sightings from Otley with a peak of 11 at 

the end of the year.  It is interesting to remember that it was as recently as 1976 that there was the first 

breeding event in the area, at that time the most southerly on record: now, the reports of young are too 

numerous to list.  Juveniles were recorded between 8
th
 May and 5

th
 August with the largest family being a 

female with 14 young at Lower Grass Wood. There was a good demonstration that even birds are creatures 

of habit when a female ringed in a tawny owl hole in Denton, was found to have been ringed in the same 

location in 2006. An Otley member, fortunate to have a garden backing onto the river at Otley, recorded 

the species twice in the first three months of the year. 

RUDDY DUCK (Oxyura jamaicensis)             001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant/local breeder: population suffering from a (controversial) national culling policy 

to prevent this non-native species from North America hybridising with other European species, 

particularly the rare Spanish white-headed duck. 

The ‘success’ of the culling policy is becoming clear from the declining records in our area; for the second 

year running there was only a single record – of a male on the fishing lake at Otley on 29
th
 June (Paul 

Purvis).  Annual sightings since 2003 have been 6, 10, 8, 5 and now there have been two years with only a 

single sighting.  Sites where the species have been recorded have fallen over the same period – 4, 2, 3, to 

only 1 since 2006. 

OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)              023 Sightings/06 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

It was a rather good year for this species helped by a very good September (with half the annual sightings 

after none last year in this month) – and the wonders of modern technology.  As is often the case the 

majority of sightings (75%) were from the well-watched Barden View Point: three of the autumn sightings 

were of two birds.  The spring sightings (8) were between 27
th
 March and 6

th
 June; those (13) in the 

autumn between 22
nd

 August and 24
th
 September.  Two of the sightings were taken from a web-site 

reporting on the travels of a juvenile male and female from Loch Garten, which had been radio tagged and 

passed over the area on 22
nd

 August.  The male, called Deshar, passed over Stainburn at 1pm flying at 

1,600 feet and 25mph: he went on to roost for the night in Cambridgeshire.  The female, Nethy, passed 

over Burley at noon flying at 1,300 feet and 30mph: she went on to roost for the night in Warwickshire.  

There was even a garden record this year with a pair of birds passing low over a Beamsley garden and 

heading east at dawn in atrocious weather on 22
nd

 September.  In the -90s there were an average of two 

sightings/year with typically one sighting each in spring and autumn.  So far in the present decade the 

average has jumped to 10/year with 70% of these in the spring.  Overall 25% of records have been in 

March, 19% in May, 14% in August and 21% in September.  

EUROPEAN HONEY BUZZARD (Pernis apivorus)            002 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage visitor. 

A bird was seen coming into roost at Barden on 17
th
 September and was seen again the following morning 

(BOG).  The species was first recorded in the area in 1972, then in 1975, and in successive years in 2000 

and 2001 but this was only the 5
th
 year it has been recorded (with equal numbers of sightings in May and 

September).  The species is the most wide-spread raptor in Europe but it is on the edge of its breeding 

range in the UK although there are now 60 pairs breeding here.  Annual sightings may be augmented in the 

autumn by passage birds, given the right meteorological conditions, as birds set out from Scandinavia, i.e. a 

high pressure system over Scandinavia bringing strong easterlies along the east coast.  The highest count 

was in the autumn of 2000 with 800 sightings of birds reaching UK over a 12 day period, i.e. 10 times the 

usual number.  In 2008 this was repeated between 13
th
 and 17

th
 September when it looked, for a while, as 

though the 2000 total might be exceeded.  The first birds began to drift into eastern counties early on the 

morning of 13
th
, and by the middle of the day, birders in Norfolk had recorded well over 20 birds whilst a 

flock of 18 was seen over Minsmere RSPB in Suffolk.  Birds arrived across a broad front throughout the 

afternoon, from Northumberland to Essex, and at the end of the day, at least 170 birds had been recorded, 

with the top counties being Suffolk, scoring a minimum of 44 birds, and Norfolk where 41 birds were seen.  

A total of 480 birds were seen during this four day period and this was augmented the following week with 

a further 240 birds. 

RED KITE (Milvus milvus)              270 Sightings/63 Sites 

Re-introduced species (Harewood 1999 – 2003) now established and breeding. 
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Evidence of the success of the UK re-introduction programme, not to mention its popularity with (most 

members of) the British public continues.  The UK population is now estimated at 1200 pairs (including 

122 in Scotland, the highest there for 200 years) – this up from a low of 10 pairs in Wales in the 1930s.  

This summer 27 were introduced into N Ireland.  Amazingly, the UK population now represents 5% of the 

World population!  In Yorkshire there was a significant improvement over last year with 58 pairs breeding 

successfully (up from 38) and raising 115 young (c.f. 79): 34 of the successful breeders were in West 

Yorkshire.  At least 430 young have now been raised up to and including the 2008 season.  This year’s 

News Letter reported some of the Harewood birds appeared to be developing a musical bent as several 

swooped over an Eric Clapton concert – or maybe they were just hungry and after the discarded burgers!  

We continue to benefit from the spread of this species in our area and it is interesting that whilst we all still 

delight in seeing their elegant form twisting overhead the desire to record them has decidedly lessened in 

recent years in some areas, especially amongst the good folk of Otley to whom the sight of birds passing 

overhead has become an everyday event.  Nevertheless, it was the most frequently recorded species for the 

second year running – having taken over from the buzzard.  The majority of sightings continue to be in 

mid-Wharfedale, and records from upper Wharfedale stalled after increasing in recent years from two (1 

site) in 2005, seven (4 sites) in 2006, 14 (9 sites) in 2007 but only eight (7 sites) this year. Most of the 

sightings in the north continue to be from the southern reaches with a sighting in Hebden Beck the most 

northerly this year. There was an amazing count of 11 birds (a garden record) on 17
th
 September which 

flew over a Beamsley house at 5.30pm, probably after being disturbed at a roost.  Other high counts were 

seven over Farnley (August) and Barden View Point (September): there were several counts of five 

including an April one looking over towards Denton Hall from the Leeds train!  Indicative of the amazing 

increase in the presence of this species, the first record at Otley was as recently as 2001: now there were 

several sightings each month with a 50 % chance of seeing one on a visit and with three birds recorded 

twice during March.  Locally, in mid-Wharfedale, the number of breeding pairs continues to increase with 

14 young raised by 6 pairs.  There was one further nest which failed, a strange affair where the adult sat the 

full term but then disappeared with no eggs or young found in nest: there was no evidence of anyone 

climbing up to the nest or of eggs or young predated.  This total compares with six young from three pairs 

with one failed nest last year. Reports of sightings from members’ gardens continue to grow (with records 

from 12 out of 39 gardens). Otley members have been reporting sightings for a couple of years – two 

people there reported three seen from their gardens this year.  They have now been joined by the odd 

sighting from Menston, Burley, Denton, Middleton and Ben Rhydding, not to mention the Beamsley 

sighting already discussed.  There were no garden sightings from Ilkley or Addingham, birds appearing to 

prefer commuting along the ridge to the north of the town. 

MARSH HARRIER (Circus aeruginosus)            009 Sightings/04 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

It was a rather better year than usual with 9 sightings, the highest since a remarkable 19 in 2003 (although 

the species is only ever recorded at 4 sites each year).  As with other passage raptors a high proportion 

(60%) of the sightings has been from Barden with one sighting there (on 25
th
 August of three or possibly 

four birds).  Spring sightings were a first record for Otley (Simon Goodwin), Grimwith (Derek and Brenda 

Parkin) and Barden (BOG, Ken and Pat Limb) between 7
th
 May and 4

th
 June: all but one of the autumn 

sightings between 1
st
 August and 10

th
 September, were from Barden, the other sighting being at Low 

Snowden (Pete Roe).  Historically, there are comparable numbers of sightings on spring and autumn 

passage: the former spread fairly evenly over the period April to June whilst the autumn passage is very 

peaky with 70% of the sightings in August. 

HEN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus)             027 Sightings/07 Sites 

Uncommon passage/winter visitor. 

At the start of the 20th Century nesting birds were restricted to Orkney but their range and numbers 

increased during and after the last war and they started breeding again in England in 1968.  However, 

although there are 800 nesting pairs in the UK and Isle of Man the majority of these are in Scotland.  The 

RSPB continues to put a lot of effort into trying to improve the situation for this species in England but 

warn that the situation there remains dire.  They have launched an initiative to monitor hen harrier 

sightings and Operation Artemis brings together 11 police forces who are trying to reduce persecution.  

The RSPB estimate that England could support 200 pairs if persecution were to stop but numbers remain 

flat with the number of successful nests never having exceeded 15 since 1994.  In 2007 there were 14 

successful nests from 23 attempts (with only one of the successes in Yorkshire).  This year there were only 
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10 successful attempts out of 19 attempts.  The Bowland area remains the stronghold for this species with 

14 out of this year's 19 attempts (the Utilities land produced seven successful breeding attempts out of 10 

and the surrounding grouse moors one successful attempt out of four).  Away from Bowland the other five 

attempts were in Northern England with two successful ones including a nest in Northumberland which 

raised five chicks.  In the Peak District sightings of two females stopped abruptly and no harriers bred in 

the Peak District, the Yorkshire Dales or the North Yorkshire Moors.  In winter a small number of birds 

remain but many move south to spend winter in lowland areas within England or further south in mainland 

Europe.  The English population is boosted by immigrants from northern and central Europe and may be as 

high as 750 birds with communal roosts of up to 20 birds.  In our region in the first part of the year (until 

10
th
 May) there were may well have been two females and a male, with another female recorded just 

outside.  Sightings were received from three areas in our region in one of which the male was recorded 

over moors from April and with impressive demonstrations of sky diving around the 8
th
 to 10

th
 May.  In the 

autumn there were sightings from 22
nd

 August, the first record being when a Natural England team were 

seen tracking a Trough of Bowland bird.  Birds were again recorded in three areas with three or four in one 

area with a male and a juvenile in the other areas. 

BUZZARD (Buteo buteo)              236 Sightings/86 Sites 

Scarce breeder/passage migrant/visitor: population has increased recently. 

This species was well reported throughout the region
24

.  It has long been present in the north but its 

successful spread back into mid-Wharfedale continues and it is becoming increasingly well established 

there after a long decline.  The rapidity of the changes were highlighted in a talk by Ian Court of the 

YDNPA who reported there were only four pairs in Park in the early 1990s but that they were now 

widespread.  The steady increase in the number of nests found in Mid Wharfedale by Pete Roe, one of our 

local ringers, eased this year after rising from two nests in 2003 to 15 nests last year (from which 27 were 

raised): this year 22 young were raised in 11 nests. As usual Barden View Point produced the highest count 

with an impressive 14 in August (compared with 11 last year) and there were six over Addingham 

Moorside and Norwood Bottom during March.  In the north there were seven over Kilnsey in February, and 

four over Skoska Wood (Litton) in March and over Grass Wood in April.  There were several records of 

buzzards over people’s gardens but only one (in Ilkley) of a bird perching on a garden bench for 15 

minutes.  Otherwise birds were seen almost daily over a Beamsley garden and a family of four circled over 

a Denton house in August. 

SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter nisus)             126 Sightings/34 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population stable. 

The number and range of sightings reflect the widespread distribution of this species; reports were received 

from a good selection of sites in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn: there were proportionally fewer 

sightings from the north.  In the north there were a number of sightings in the Grassington area, a 

surprising number of sightings from Langstrothdale (where there were no sightings last year), a single 

sighting from Grimwith and no sightings from Littondale.  There were several records of breeding with 

juveniles recorded at Farnley, Timble Ings, Hawksworth Moor, Howgill Wood, Barden View Point and 

Threshfield: the first of these records of juveniles was not until early July as the species time their breeding 

to correspond with peak availability of inexperienced young birds
25

.  A female in Middleton Woods sat on 

three infertile eggs for~66 days.  The eggs were subsequently removed and have been sent for analysis to 

Lancaster University.  The species was well recorded in members’ gardens (in 16 out of 39) with one 

record of a juvenile from Threshfield.  There were many tales of birds scattering as the raptor flew in but 

rather a lot of reports of successful kills including a surprising record from Burley of a fieldfare being 

snatched over the house from amongst a flock of 13.  The sparrowhawk didn’t always get its own way – 

they were also watched being mobbed by swifts or crows. 

                                                 
24  In fact this species was recorded at more sites than any other in our area: it was followed by the wren (71), and the jackdaw and 

chaffinch (70).  The red kite was only recorded at 63 sites because of its limited penetration into upper Wharfedale. 
25  There is a widespread belief that the increase in sparrowhawk numbers is directly responsible in the reductions in song-

birds.  However, a long-term study in Oxfordshire and Surrey of 13 woodland species showed no appreciable difference in 

population either when the sparrowhawks were absent – or during the years before and after the decline.  Typical prey like great 

tits, robins, greenfinches and collared doves have all thrived in recent years – as has the predator itself.  Studies in gardens have 

shown 35% of all prey items taken by cats are birds, especially during winter months when small mammals are scarce.  On the 

other hand, work in Kielder Forest has reported a x 7 increase in sparrowhawk productivity in years when crossbill and siskin 

populations peaked following heavy cone crop! 
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GOSHAWK (Accipiter gentilis)             006 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant: may breed in the area. 

This species struggles to maintain a foothold in our region and is almost certainly under-reported anyway 

for reasons of security.  The sightings were from two different areas in mid-Wharfedale between 13
th
 

February and 2
nd

 April (with one and possibly two sightings of two birds), and then from a third area 

during the summer (BOG, Dave Odell, Pete Roe).  A male was seen in one of the areas during October 

(John Topham).  Ian Court, the bird officer from the YDNPA, summarised the situation for this species in a 

very interesting lecture. He said that habitat was perfect in the Park but that very few were recorded and 

that the breeding success was very poor.  Sometimes pairs were seen displaying but this rarely resulted in 

any young.  Over the period 1992 to 2004 there had been only three occasions when young raised. 

KESTREL (Falco tinnunculus)             170 Sightings/63 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage visitor: national population decline not apparent locally. 

The species is common throughout the region and well recorded. It is most often reported in small 

numbers, usually individuals or pairs: winter sightings may include birds from the Continent. The highest 

counts of the year were eight at Barden View Point on 12
th
 September and seven along the southern side of 

Rombalds Moor the day before.  We now have nest records from both Pete Roe and Andy Jowett, which 

gives us a better chance of producing statistically significant figures for the breeding season.  After last 

year’s record figures for the numbers of both nests and young, the figures were more typical this year with 

25 young produced from 13 nests, although the productivity of 1.9 was the lowest since 2003.  Young birds 

face a dangerous world and one ringed on Sandwith Moor this year was recovered dead at Newark only 37 

days later.  The species was seen far less frequently in gardens than the sparrowhawk reflecting their very 

different feeding strategies.  There were kestrel sightings from three gardens, all of overflights, which 

compares with 16 gardens which reported sparrowhawk as a regular or rare visitor. 

MERLIN (Falco columbarius)              021 Sightings/15 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population probably stable. 

Ian Court, the bird officer from the YDNPA, in a very interesting lecture during the year reported that there 

were 50 pairs in the Dales Park.  There are usually proportionately rather more sightings from the moors 

around mid-Wharfedale than the moors in the north: in fact this year there were only two sightings from 

the north – from Nab End (Darnbrook Fell) in March and Grassington Moor in September.  In mid-

Wharfedale sightings were spread thinly across all the moors. There has been a slow reduction in the 

number of nests found on the moors to the north and south of mid-Wharfedale from six in 2003 to five in 

2004 and 2005, four in the 2006 and 2007 (of which one failed in 2007 when the female was found dead 

on the nest) but only three in 2008
26

.  All this year’s nests were successful and each produced four young.  

However, like the kestrel example above two young merlins’ lives were very short: one was recovered on 

Humberside after 37 days whilst another turned up in Cambridgeshire 242 km away after 110 days.  

HOBBY (Falco subbuteo)              015 Sightings/09 Sites 

Scarce summer visitor/probable breeder: population increasing. 

This was a distinctly better year compared with the minimal presence last year (and in fact the best since 

2003), with records received from nine sites (compared with only one site last year). Records were 

received from four areas – from around Barden, Askwith and Otley, in the Washburn and in the east.  An 

adult was seen carrying food in the Washburn and a juvenile hunting around Barden (BOG, Andy Jowett, 

Ken and Pat Limb, Dave Odell, Pete Roe, John Topham) 

PEREGRINE (Falco peregrinus)             036 Sightings/17 Sites 

Scarce resident/passage/probable breeder: local population possibly increasing. 

Ian Court, the bird officer from the Parks Authority, in his lecture 

during the year reported that there were ten successful nest sites in the 

Dales Park.  This is another species which appears to be holding its 

own and was recorded all months of the year except November with 

the highest numbers of records in August and September.  Birds were 

generally reported from two largish areas in both the south and in the 

north, but with the occasional sighting from other locations. There 

were sightings of juveniles at both the southern areas on (one on 1
st
 

August and two on 1
st
 September and one outside these on 17

th
 July).  

                                                 
26  Although one of the southern-moor nests in both 2007and 2008 was just outside the WNS area. 
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The species was often involved in conflicts with records of one dive bombing three buzzards over Fewston, 

one soaring with four buzzards over Grass Wood, and another agitating two passing juvenile buzzards at 

Lindley Wood.  However, the most spectacular contest was over Kilnsey crag with a joust involving a 

peregrine, a buzzard and a raven in late September.  The national situation on this species continues to 

evolve with increasing numbers being seen in towns.  BTO has records of 60 pairs nesting in man-made 

buildings whilst, locally, BOG reported that a pair was seen in the centre of Keighley and subsequently 

raised four young.  BTO also reported increasing numbers of people reporting peregrines in their gardens 

where they had been seen taking feral pigeons, rock dove, jackdaw and even fieldfare.  Locally, we have 

yet to experience such conflicts although there were two records of birds being seen over or from 

members’ gardens. 

RED GROUSE (Lagopus lagopus) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population generally stable but subject to setbacks. 

This species is locally common on the moors around mid-Wharfedale and to the north (right up as far as 

Oughtershaw).  There were some good counts at the start of the year with January walks producing 95 on 

Barden Moor and with ‘plenty’ recorded on the walk up from Timble to Round Hill, and with ~20 seen on 

Old Cote Moor above Littondale in mid-February.  By comparison counts in mid-year were poor with 0 

and 14 counted in successive weeks in July on a walk up from Ilkley across Middleton Moor to Round Hill 

and Beamsley, and single figure counts around the same time on several walks between the Barden Moor 

reservoirs.  It was perhaps not surprising, therefore, that there was only one day’s shooting on the Bolton 

Abbey Estate with a modest number of brace before numbers fell away on subsequent days with shooting 

coming to a stop after only eight or nine days.  Subsequently, there was a count of 95 on a long walk on 

Barden Moor in late September with 26 counted on Burley Moor around the same time: this last count 

reminding us of a plan from Bradford MDC, which caused a fair amount of controversy, to allow shooting 

on Rombalds Moor to help pay for the moor’s upkeep!  At the end of the year in November there were 

counts of 105 from Barden Fell and 140 from Barden Moor.  There were reports of young on Grassington 

Moor in June and August and from Barden Moor in July. 

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE (Alectoris rufa)  (C) 

Uncommon breeding resident, all from released birds: population stable except where releases occur. 

There was the usual very small number of records this year spread across the region, with few people 

bothering to put in sightings of this species.  Sightings were usually of single birds or small flocks away 

from the release areas (with double-digit counts more or less guaranteed from Grimwith).  It is impossible 

to draw conclusions from these widely-dispersed records and I have stopped recording sighting statistics. 

GREY PARTRIDGE (Perdix perdix)             016 Sightings/11 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident: population thought to be declining except where releases occur. 

Sightings were only half the level of the previous three or four years and it is difficult to avoid the 

conclusion that this species is in serious trouble in our area.  Once again a significant proportion of the 

sightings were from the north and from the Grassington area – between Yarnbury and Lea Green, although 

the peak count was only eight compared with 13 at Kelber at the end of 2007: and peak counts of 11+ and 

12 to 15 in the previous two years.  There was also a sighting of a single bird on Foxup Moor.  In the south, 

counts such as those from Grassington belong to history and sightings are widely distributed, although 

there were several counts of two birds along the length of the Washburn.  The well-watched Otley, once a 

reliable site for this species, could only produce two sightings of a pair in the show-ground field.  A pair 

was seen at Draughton Heights where the observer noted that he had not seen this species there before!  

The only other count, the highest from the south, was of 4 birds on Barden Moor on 25
th
 November. 

COMMON PHEASANT (Phasianus colchicus) (C) 

Common breeding resident subject to extensive rearing/releases: population stable overall. 

This is a common bird which many people don’t bother to record.  It is subject to significant releases 

throughout the area ensuring they are numerous in most areas, especially on the valley sides and moorland 

fringes: it has been described as being ‘ubiquitous’ in Upper Wharfedale.  It is now almost becoming a 

common garden bird with sightings from Farnley, Burley, Ilkley and Addingham and with two gardens 

describing it as a regular visitor.  A bird was recorded on a nest on 10
th
 June and an adult was seen with six 

juveniles on Barden Moor on 4
th
 July. 

GOLDEN PHEASANT (Chrysolophus pictus)            001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare locally released (presumably) species - possible breeder 
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Eddie Scarfe confirmed his position as top local spotter of this species when he nearly ran over a bird in the 

road at Storiths on 4
th
 May.  He had seen a bird near Ellarcarr Pike in November 2005 (with the bird giving 

every sign of being wild) and there was also a record from the Moor Road near Hawksworth Moor last 

year.  A bird was first seen in the area in 1985 and has been recorded in seven of the past 13 years.  The 

main stronghold of this species is in East Anglia around Thetford, where there are estimated to be between 

1,000 and 2,000 in the 1980s.  Sightings in other parts of the country are generally considered to be of 

escapees.  In our area there is a belief that birds escaped from Harewood in the past and established a feral 

population.  Harewood say that there have been no escapees of this species for at least the last 16 years and 

that this species has not been kept for the last 12 years.  It would therefore seem a very long time for a feral 

population to have existed in a well-watched area and where the only previous sighting prior to the well-

recorded bird around Ilkley in the late 1990s bird was in 1985.  The balance of probability must be that this 

was therefore an escapee. 

WATER RAIL (Rallus aquaticus)             004 Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce passage/winter visitor. 

This species is recorded at Otley each year and often, in recent years, also from Sun Lane.  This was a 

second successive poor year with only four sightings compared with sightings in double figures in 2003, 

2004 and 2006.  The sightings at the start of the year were from Otley on 1
st
 January (BOG) with the only 

record of two birds, and from Sun Lane on 29
th
 March (Peter Riley).  At the end of the year a bird was 

heard at Otley in November (Ken and Pat Limb) and December (BOG).  This species remains a winter 

visitor to the area with only 6% of historic sightings in the summer months between May and August. 

MOORHEN (Gallinula chloropus)           098 Sightings/029 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

There appears to be a healthy and stable population of this species across the entire region although they 

appear far less common above Barden Bridge.  The most upstream record, as last year, was from 

Conistone: there were also records from the river at Grassington and from Arncliffe Cote.  They also 

appear to be restricted to the lowland reservoirs and watercourses, although a pair bred at Grimwith.  The 

highest counts are usually from Otley and Knotford Nook – usually from the former with peak counts there 

shown below: 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Otley 8 8 8 7 5 8 8 7 16 2 10 8 
 

The species has discovered the feeder station at Otley and five were observed under the feeders on 11
th
 

February.  The highest counts from Knotford were five in February and December (fairly typical but low 

compared with the high counts of 2004 when 15 was recorded).  High counts at the Old Rectory in 

Addingham are almost guaranteed with 14 in January exceeded in November when there were 24.  Other 

highish counts were four at Farnley (March) and Ben Rhydding gravel pits (August).  Juveniles were 

recorded over quite a long period between 31
st
 May and 18

th
 September, all from mid-Wharfedale and the 

Washburn apart from the record from Grimwith.  Surprisingly, three members recorded the species in their 

garden – Burley, Denton and Addingham (where it was in the stream at the bottom of the garden). 

COOT (Fulica atra)               087 Sightings/14 Sites 

Locally common breeding migrant: population stable. 

This species undertakes local migration to the most southerly reaches of our area in winter.  It is not widely 

seen within the region, and less so in upper Wharfedale than mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, but seems 

to be doing well.  It is regular recorded at Otley, Knotford, Chelker and the Washburn Reservoirs and at a 

number of smaller sites in mid – Wharfedale, e.g. Farnley Lake, March Ghyll Reservoir and Ben Rhydding 

gravel pits: all the records from the north were from Kilnsey trout farm.  The largest counts were from the 

first two sites with numbers much enhanced in the winter months, especially at Knotford.  The table shows 

peak counts at these sites (although only Otley receives regular coverage): 
 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Otley 64 83 76 44 27 32 72 74 101 81 121 112 

Knotford 148 93 60 48 12 ? ? ? 80 110 141 150 
 

Both peaks were significantly down on those in a good year – 130 to 150 at Otley and 300+ at Knotford; 

further, the Knotford counts at the start of the year were only ~60% of those in 2007.  Maximum counts 

from other sites included 15 – 20 (Chelker), an impressive 11 at March Ghyll Reservoir (March), eight at 

Farnley (May), an unusual presence at Fewston (of 10 in October) and Lindley Wood (5/6 in April), and 
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five at Kilnsey (February).  Breeding was recorded from several sites in mid-Wharfedale including Otley 

(where 2 or 3 bred), and from Kilnsey in the north with juveniles seen between 18
th
 May and 27

th
 July. 

OYSTERCATCHER (Haematopus ostralegus)           149 Sightings/56 Sites 

Locally common breeding migrant: population probably increasing. 

This is a bird that has widely established itself throughout the area (being typically recorded at around 50 

sites) and as a breeder in recent decades.  It leaves in the winter but its absence seems to be becoming 

briefer with occasional sightings from Grassington, Arncliffe Cote and Bolton Abbey in the last few weeks 

of 2007 and with a bird seen at Otley on 31
st
 December and several times during the following month 

(although only after the 19
th
), although numbers didn’t reach double figures there until the beginning of 

February.  Grimwith and Otley are usually considered two of the major sites around here with the highest 

counts. There was insufficient coverage from Grimwith this year to make it worth showing trends there but 

the following table shows a remarkably consistent pattern at Otley for the past two years 
 

Otley Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

2008 5 37 22 19 15 26 41 1 0 0 0 0 

2007 2 50 45 18 9 27 17 0 0 0 0 1 
 

The peak Grimwith figure of 47 this year was rather low c.f. 80 last year.  The highest local counts in the 

area occur from mid-February to mid to late March after which birds disperse along the river to breed – 

there were good numbers at Bolton Abbey throughout March with a peak of 62, 30 at Arncliffe Cote and 

20 at Chelker.  Juveniles were recorded across the region between 18
th
 May and 16

th
 July but there were 

several comments that juveniles were scarce this year.  Post-breeding flocks in July included 50+ at Mossy 

Bank Reservoir and 22 at Kex Gill.  The last record of the summer was from Kex Gill on 22
nd

 August but, 

unlike last year, there was only a minimal presence at the end of the year with a record of a single bird at 

Grimwith on 22
nd

 November (John and Shirley Ward). 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius dubius)         011 Sightings/04 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant: stable population. 

The results of the 2007 BTO survey have just been published and show that 

since the species first bred in the UK in 1938 they have been doing well.  

From just over 600 pairs in 1984 they have grown to 1,115 pairs. The species 

is mainly concentrated through the southeast and Midlands and into the 

northwest, but the species has spread further into Wales, northern England
27

, 

and into south and east Scotland since 1984. In our area it is typically 

recorded at between three and five sites in the south of the area (after the 

excellent 2003 season with sightings at nine sites), so that the four sites this 

year was fairly typical.  However, the species had a very disappointing 

breeding season.  For the second year running building sites in Menston 

proved a lure for this species, although their fortunes were distinctly mixed.  There was an excellent count 

of three pairs at High Royds on 27
th
 April but all their eggs were found to have been predated three weeks 

later, the suggestion being they might have been pecked out by jackdaws: in the end a single juvenile was 

ringed there on 14
th
 July.  Another site in Menston was more successful with three juveniles ringed on 13

th
 

June.  The situation was also disappointing at two traditional sites in the Washburn: at one a pair laid four 

eggs but only two birds were ringed, the assumption being that the other two young perished or were 

predated.  Another pair was on four eggs on 6
th
 July but the site was subsequently flooded during the wet 

summer.  The only other sighting was of a single bird at Swinsty on 30
th
 May. 

COMMON RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula)          010 Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant: population stable. 

Whilst the little plover has done well in the BTO survey the ringed plover has done badly with a fall from 

8,617 pairs in 1984 to 5,438 pairs in 2007 with a 47% fall in England.  The biggest concentrations of 

Ringed Plovers are in Scotland.  Locally, it was a very poor year for this species with the lowest number of 

sightings since 2004 and then only from two sites compared with the seven and four in 2006 and 2007.  As 

usual breeding was recorded from Grimwith where counting numbers and finding young is always a 

challenge.  A bird was seen with 3 young on the 7
th
 May and four birds were counted the following day 

with two sitting on scrapes.  The following month two were seen in the usual area and a further pair at the 

                                                 
27  The first Yorkshire breeding record was near Leeds in 1947. 
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western end of the dam.  All the other records were from a site in the Washburn where birds were present 

for some time but there was no record of breeding. 

DOTTEREL (Charadrius morinellus)            No sightings this year 

Rare passage migrant 

Almost the entire British population of 850-950 pairs breeds in the Highlands but especially on the 

Cairngorms plateau – there are a few isolated breeding attempts on the Cumbrian Fells and in North Wales.  

They winter around Mediterranean and start moving back to their breeding ground early in April passing 

through England from mid April to end May.  Nearby sightings this year were on Ingleborough and Pendle 

Hill where they favour areas where the heather has recently been burnt off: they also favour freshly-sown 

peafields in lowland areas such as Swinefleet near Goole and Gringley Carrs in north Nottinghamshire. 

GOLDEN PLOVER (Pluvialis apricaria)            038 Sightings/21 Sites 

Uncommon moorland breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably in decline. 

Records were received from across most of the region except from Langstrothdale.  There were the usual 

sightings of good numbers at the beginning of the year with ~100 on Middleton and Conistone Moors and 

~80 at Green Hill on Middleton Moor, all in the first part of February.  However the biggest flocks occur 

between mid-March and mid-April when there were 300 near Thruscross on 18
th
 March and 730 on 15

th
 

April, and 300+ over Lippersley Marsh (Addingham Moorside): the highest count in the north was of ~200 

from the Hebden Beck area on 9
th
 April.  These counts were small compared with last year’s amazing 

count of 3,000 birds in the air over Sandwith Moor on 1
st
 April.  After dispersal golden plovers are usually 

seen in much smaller numbers on the moors during the breeding season but for the second year running 

there is a distinct shortage of sightings, no doubt partially reflecting people’s reluctance to venture onto 

wind-swept, rain-drenched and sodden moors.  These same conditions resulted in a poor breeding season 

for all the moorland-nesting birds.  There is never an abundance of breeding records: this year there was an 

adult with young on Hawksworth Moor on 23
rd

 May and the agitated behaviour of two birds on Beamsley 

on 30
th
 June suggested the birds had young out of the nest.  In the summer there was a gap in sightings 

between 27
th
 July and 21

st
 October with the largest subsequent sighting of ~260 at Chelker on 6

th
 Nov. 

GREY PLOVER (Pluvialis squatarola)            001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage migrant. 

There were two sightings from Kex Gill on 8
th
 September although it was not clear whether there had been 

one or two birds (Andy Jowett).  Historically, 65% of sightings have been in September and October. 

NORTHERN LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus)            166 Sightings/59 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population may be declining. 

Our area remains a stronghold for this species – although numbers may have 

declined, the reduction has been nothing like as marked as the national 

picture for lowland areas.  We now have statistical evidence for this assertion 

because the BTO has started publishing regional as well as national figures 

for population trends.  Since 1994 the UK population has fallen by 18% 

mainly because of a significant fall (38%) in Scotland, but has increased by 

5% in England but by an enormous 102% in Yorkshire!  This is a breeding 

bird in our area that usually migrates west and/or south out of the recording 

area in winter.  The species is recorded throughout most of the area, although 

there are fewer records of large flock sizes in the north.  Winter sightings of large flocks are thought likely 

to be from the continent.  The year started with reasonable numbers at the usual wintering sites for this 

species, i.e. 500+ at Denton
28

, 400 at Otley and Chelker, and 240 at Fewston.  In the north there were very 

few records in January, i.e. 11 at Mossy Moor Reservoir and one at Conistone Pie but records (and 

numbers) increase during February.  There was the usual high number (200) at Grimwith early in the 

month; elsewhere, numbers on the moors above Grassington and Conistone had grown to 20 to 30 by mid 

month.  The highest non-Grimwith counts from the north were 80 at Hebden (which was described as 

being on the low side) and 60 by the river at Conistone early in March.  After last year’s appalling breeding 

season, maybe we shouldn’t have been too surprised that none of this year’s records could match numbers 

seen in Wharfedale last year early in February when there were 2,000 to 3,000 on Barden Moor on the 2
nd

, 

                                                 
28  There was one suggestion in January that the Denton flock could be well greater than this and maybe as high as 1,000 but no 
confirmed  figure to match last year’s count of 1,220 (when the comment was made that this very large number was more reminiscent of 
the numbers that used to be seen 30 years ago! ). 

(BOG) 



74 

800 - 1,000 on Denton Moor on the 4
th
 and 1500 at Denton on the 18

th
.  Otley and Grimwith are the two 

typical all-year sites which have both wintering and breeding birds.  There were insufficient records from 

Grimwith this year to look at the annual trend but the following table shows that a fairly similar pattern at 

Otley for the past two years: 
 

Otley Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

2008 400 100 54 39 21 3 2 5 0 1 60 250 

2007 220 500 100 42 22 17 4 0 5 100 30 200 
 

Reports of breeding were received from across the area although sightings of juveniles were seen over a 

much shorter period than last year, i.e. 24
th
 April and 23

rd
 May c.f. 6

th
 April and 22

nd
 July in 2007, although 

it is quite possible this reflected the poor bird watching conditions in June and July.  However, the numbers 

of juveniles seen were generally low and it is difficult to escape the conclusion that it was another poor 

breeding season.  There were good-sized mid-year flocks with 250 at Hebden on 21
st
 July and 200+ at 

Draughton on 22
nd

 August, and 500 just outside the area at Scargill Reservoir early in August.  There are 

interesting differences around the area.  In mid-Wharfedale there are continuing records, admittedly of low 

numbers, through the late summer and into the autumn (although not at Otley where there was a gap 

between 15
th
 August and 18

th
 October) whilst, in the north, the gap during which there were no records 

submitted was very similar to Otley, i.e. between 4
th
 August and 16

th
 October.  In mid-Wharfedale numbers 

built up in early November and there were 200 at Chelker and Ben Rhydding, and 100 at Low Snowden 

and Fewston.  Flock numbers peaked in December with 500 at Sandwith Moor and 800+ at Denton.  

Meanwhile birds remained scarce in the north with only 2 records – of 15 at Mossy Moor Reservoir on 16
th
 

October and three in fields near Arncliffe on 28
th
 November. 

SANDERLING (Calidris minuta)             001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce migrant. 

A single bird was seen at Grimwith in the evening on 14
th
 May (Graham Foggitt and Anna Powell). This 

species was recorded almost annually in the late -60s and early -70s but has since become a distinctly rare 

visitor to our area with this only the third record in the last 30 years (the others being in 1989 and 1996). 

DUNLIN (Calidris alpina)              005 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce passage visitor: probably still breeds in the area but numbers much reduced. 

There are rarely many sightings of this species and then only at three or four sites.  This is usually a bird of 

the Upper Wharfedale moors and three of the records were from Grimwith and Mossy Moor Reservoirs 

during the summer, one being of two birds.  In mid-Wharfedale there were two records from one site 

including one of a single bird in full breeding plumage on 8
th
 May. 

JACK SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minimus)    No sightings this year (for second year running)  
Rare migrant/winter visitor. 

COMMON SNIPE (Gallinago gallinago)            034 Sightings/17 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population either stable or in shallow decline. 

This is a well-established breeding species throughout most of the area thanks to the extensive availability 

of its breeding habitat of marshland (albeit much reduced from the historical position), especially around 

moorland sites.  However, the Yorkshire Bird Report this year suggests a 45% decline in breeding pairs in 

county between 1982 and 2002 and that the species has disappeared from many parts of SE England.  It 

will usually be under-recorded because of its secretive habits outside the breeding season.  Many people 

appear to rely on Otley for their local sighting of this species and this location produced 30% of the 

sightings this year and good counts with a maximum of nine on the first day of the year.  Later up to six 

were being counted regularly on the grazing meadow there for a month from mid-March.  The highest 

count of the year was an amazing 20 from Lippersley Marsh on 20
th
 September.  The only other high count 

from the south was of four displaying birds on Rocking Hall Moor on 27
th
 April.  In the north almost all of 

the sightings were from the better-watched moors around Grassington – Grassington and Threshfield, and 

from Hebden Beck and Mossy Moor Reservoir.  There were several reports of drumming between 2
nd

 May 

and 13
th
 June with one garden record of an Addingham overflight on 14

th
 November. 

WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticola)             028 Sightings/13 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant/winter visitor: probably in decline. 

It is thought to breed extensively throughout the area at appropriate sites. Numbers in winter are 

supplemented by continental migrants from Scandinavia, Russia and the Baltic States with resident birds 

thought to over-winter if not too cold. This year there were good numbers arriving (including also 
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blackbirds and goldcrests) in the first part of November following clear skies over Scandinavia and easterly 

winds. Arrival numbers can reach 800,000 depending on the weather at their breeding grounds: the last 

major influx was the autumn of 2005 with significantly more sightings in the first part of 2006 than usual.  

Sightings are rather more common in the south than the north.  In the south a significant proportion (⅔) 

records were from the Washburn, and especially from Timble Ings; in the north almost all were from the 

woods north of Grassington.  The highest count of the year, four, came from Timble Ings on 6
th
 Dec. 

(following the autumn influx) with three recorded at Todd’s Wood near Cray on 3
rd

 January. Roding was 

observed at Hoodstarth, Timble Ings, Sun Lane and Middleton Woods between 5
th
 April and 24

th
 June. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa limosa)           001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage migrant. 

Graham Foggitt, who saw this bird at Kex Gill on 17
th
 July, is clearly forming a strong association with this 

species noting in his report that this was just one day later than the date last year when a bird that flew over 

his  house.  The only other record of this species was from just outside the WNS area, from Silsden 

Reservoir, on 21
st
 August (BOG).  The species is a rare visitor with only the odd sighting each year but it 

has become a more regular visitor in recent years with sightings in seven out of the last 12 years (but with 

records in only 14 years since the society was founded). 

WHIMBREL (Numenius phacopus)             003 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

This was a fairly typical year with three sightings.  The first was on 27
th
 March when a bird was heard over 

Grassington (Graham Foggitt and Anna Powell).  There were two in May with a bird over the north side of 

Timble Ings on the 3
rd

 (BOG) and another heard over Grass Wood on the 16
th
 (Tony Vittery *). 

CURLEW (Numenius arquata)             169 Sightings/66 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable. 

The curlew is a widespread breeding bird throughout the area at suitable sites.  It was well-recorded from 

all parts of the region, and there are usually large pre-and post-breeding flocks around Denton, Burley and 

Otley, although records of any were very limited this year
29

.  There was a flock of ~430 at Denton, almost 

certainly the most reliable site, on the 1
st
 January, but otherwise the only other records received were of 

275 at Otley on 17
th
 February and 100 to 120 at Middleton on the 28

th
 (which were still there two weeks 

later): the highest count in the fields north of the river at Ben Rhydding and Burley was only 60 in mid-

February.  Further, the count at the well-watched Otley was unusual: there were a maximum of only 9 in 

the first half of January, whilst in February there were none until 28 were recorded the day before the big 

count above and then only one to three for the rest of the month.  The situation in the north is rather 

different with the occasional birds only starting to appear during February.  The first record this year was at 

Conistone when birds were heard calling and one was seen on the 19
th
 (one day later than last year).  

Numbers during most of March and April tend to be of flocks in the tens rather than hundreds, and there 

were a number of records across the south including a steady presence (of up to ~100) in the fields around 

Middleton until early April, 34 on a Timble Ings circuit on 16
th
 March, 50 along the river between Bolton 

Abbey and Addingham on 23
rd

 March and 60 in front of Denton Hall on 13
th
 April, otherwise many counts 

were in single figures.   Pre-breeding flocks in the north tend to be quite small and there were no counts 

this year in double figures
30

.  Counts start coming in from moors across the region during April (40, mainly 

paired up, on Barden Moor on 25
th
 April whilst 10 were producing a lot of activity on the moor above 

Hubberholme on 3
rd

 May, for instance).  There are never many records of breeding: there were four to six 

pairs with chicks on Hawksworth Moor and young were reported from Addingham Moorside and Barden 

Moor but Pete Roe, a local ringer, reported that it had been an especially poor year for birds breeding on 

the moor.  After last year’s lucky red kite chick this year’s ‘lucky-chick’ award went to a young curlew 

brought into a member’s house at Beamsley by their cat.  A ‘Tom-and-Jerry’ chase then ensued with the 

young curlew rushing around the dining room being pursued by the cat and that by its owner; fortunately 

the story has a happy ending as the chick was caught and returned safely to the fields.  The only post-

                                                 
29  One has to wonder whether this was a result of weather – from two points of view.  There was an incredibly warm start to the 
year when the average temperature in January was 3.0º C above the long term average (it was the fourth warmest January since records 
began in 1914), which may have encouraged an early dispersal of the birds.  However, it was also a very wet month, particularly the first 
half, with rainfall a very high 187%, followed in the second half by high winds, which may well have deterred some birdwatchers.  The 
warm winter continued in February which was 1.7º C above the long term average. 
30  In the last 4 years the highest flock count was 26 on Threshfield Moor on 7th April 2007.  That was obviously a good year with 
two other counts >20 in the first past of April.  In the previous two years the peak counts had been ~15. 
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breeding flock record received this year was of a flock of 200+ in the fields opposite Ben Rhydding gravel 

pits on 12
th
 July.  The perceived wisdom is that birds in Scotland and the North of England migrate south 

and west to western coasts, and that a few German and Dutch birds winter in the UK rather than heading 

south and I have previously been a little worried at suggestions that birds wintered in the area so I looked 

carefully at the records this year.  There were undoubtedly records from every month but what did happen 

this year is that between the 12
th
 July count and 15 to 20 in Middleton fields on 21

st
 October there were 

very few records and all of these were in single figures except for a count of 20 on the last day of August 

on the old road between Burley and Otley.  Regular records I now receive from Reg Bellwood of 

Middleton confirmed a growing presence in the fields around Middleton from 21
st
 October and for the rest 

of the year with 100 on 6
th
 December and a ‘large flock’ on the 22

nd. 
 The first sizeable count from the 

Denton/Burley fields was of 150 on 8
th
 November with the peak count there ~260 on the 9

th
   All this 

suggests to me that the majority of birds do leave the area, apart from a few hardy souls, but that their 

absence is now down to around three months.  Any contributions to the debate would be welcome: 

meanwhile I will await the 2009 records with interest.  Not unexpectedly, several members reported birds 

flying over their house although two people, including Reg, were lucky enough to have birds gathering or 

breeding in the fields and moors immediately around their houses. 

COMMON REDSHANK (Tringa totanus)            047 Sightings/18 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

Ian Court from the YDNPA reported there were 1,000 pairs in the Park, which is a nationally important 

number.  He noted that, by comparison, there are only six pairs in Peak District.  For us it was a rather 

mediocre year for sightings, which were well down on the good numbers from widespread sites last year 

(65 sightings from 28 sites).  This is a species which is usually somewhat more frequently reported from 

mid-Wharfedale than Upper Wharfedale, although this was not the case this year.  A very high proportion 

of all the records this year were from Otley (30%): birds were recorded there between 7th March and 20th 

July with a peak of seven on 14th March and six around for the next month (although there was no 

indication of breeding there).  The peak local count was eight at March Ghyll Reservoir on 12th April 

(compared with a peak of six pairs at Denton last year and 9 at Otley).  Records from the Washburn were 

rather more limited than usual this year: there were also mid-Wharfedale sightings from Rombalds Moor, 

Ben Rhydding gravel pits and Chelker.  In the north 30% of the sightings were from Grimwith (with a peak 

of six on 16th April) with other sightings thinly spread and with the most northerly from Conistone.  An 

adult with young was recorded on Hawksworth Moor on 23rd May: agitated behaviour suggesting 

breeding was observed on Ilkley Moor on 3rd May and a couple were seen mating at Litton on the 2nd.  

The last summer sighting was from Scargill on 8th August but there was a late sighting of a pair at Chelker 

on 1st November. 

COMMON GREENSHANK (Tringa nebularia)           001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage visitor. 

This is a species which is recorded virtually every year but where sightings are generally restricted to only 

two or three sites/year.  There was only a single sighting this year with a bird at Kex Gill on 22nd August 

(Andy Jowett). 

GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus)             001 Sightings/01 Sites 
Scarce passage visitor. 

There was a single bird at Kex Gill on 4th August (Graham Foggitt and Anna Powell). The only other 

sighting was of one at Scargill (a repeat of last year), just outside the area, three days earlier on the 1st 

(BOG).  This is a species which is recorded in most years (2004 was the first year without a sighting since 

1992, although the 2007 was just out of area at Scargill Reservoir): it is never recorded in large numbers.   

COMMON SANDPIPER (Actitis hypoleucos)            065 Sightings/24 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: national population decline not apparent locally. 

One of the pleasures of a spring walk along the river is to catch sight of this bobbing bird and then watch 

its characteristically flicking wings as it flies low over the water to its next perching stone.  Fortunately, 

this remains a relatively common sight throughout our area with a sighting guaranteed at its local 

stronghold of Grimwith (present this year between 22nd April and 31st May); there was a peak count there 

of 10 pairs on 8th May.  It is well recorded along rivers and bodies of water, usually in ones and twos, and 

with proportionately more recorded in Upper Wharfedale: birds were recorded up as far north as 

Beckermonds and up to Halton Gill in Littondale.  In mid-Wharfedale singles were recorded around all the 
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Washburn reservoirs and at Kex Gill and birds were seen at Ben Rhydding gravel pits and Lower Barden 

Reservoir.  Apart from Grimwith there were good counts in the north from near Conistone Bridge where 

there were six adults and a juvenile on 2nd July and five at Halton Gill on 17th June.  In the south, the 

highest concentration of birds was along the river in Strid Woods with a peak of five on 28th April.  There 

were several records of records of breeding between 29th May (an adult with two juveniles at Linton Falls) 

and 10th July (Lindley Wood). 

MEDITERRANEAN GULL (Larus melanocephalus)          No sightings this year 

Rare visitor. 

BLACK HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus) (C) 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be declining after big increase in 

recent decades. 

This species winters in the area in stunningly large numbers which is particularly evident on late winter’s 

afternoons as birds come into roost at Swinsty and Grimwith (and these events are often a good time to see 

the occasional larger gull).  There are not many records of this spectacular event, and it must be a 

significant challenge to counting spectators, but the following figures are indicative of the size of the event: 
    First quarter Second quarter 

BH Swinsty 2,300 (Jan); 200 (March) 200 (Oct), 2,000 (Nov); 2,300 (Dec) 

 Grimwith Small numbers (Feb) 250 (Dec) 

CM Swinsty 400 (Jan), 1,700 (Mar) 700 (Nov), 1,500 (Dec) 

 Grimwith 1,200 min (Jan), 6,000 (Feb) 2,750 (Dec) 

The common gull replaces the black-headed gull as the most usual species in the 

upper dale and the highest counts of the latter reported from upper Wharfedale 

were 40 at Conistone in mid February and a similar number between Burnsall 

and Water’s Laithe at the end of April.  There are usually a few amongst the 

common gulls feeding in the fields in Littondale with 4 amongst 84 common 

gulls at Hawkswick at the end of January.  The species is uncommon in 

Langstrothdale with only the odd sighting of 1 or 2 birds.  The large flocks of 

black-headed gulls disperse around the end of the first quarter and the last count 

in excess of 100 in mid-Wharfedale was from Knotford Nook on the 27
th
 March.  

The monthly peak counts at Otley are shown below for both small gulls (with the 

last sizeable count of BH on 29
th
 March) – the profile being broadly similar to 

last year for black-heads but not for common gulls, where there was a significant 

presence between July and September but few afterwards: 
 Jan Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

BH 200 200 150 20 4 7 65 42 75 75 250 150 

CM
31

 50 200 40 4
32

 0 1 0 0 0 3 150 50 

The action then moves to the main breeding area at Upper Barden Reservoir with several thousand there, 

although a long-term observer suggested numbers were much reduced there this year.  There was a small 

colony of 200 half a mile to the east.  Birds start returning to their usual winter haunts during September.  

Apart from the Otley records above there were 400 feeding on the Addingham golf course on 16
th
 

September and 180 over the south side of the Chevin on 23
rd

, 500 over Stainburn and two mixed flocks 

totalling 1200 over Arthington in November.  

COMMON GULL (Larus canus)             070 Sightings/34 Sites 

Common passage/winter visitor: small number of breeding records. 

Mixed roosts in the early part of the year are discussed in the above entry.  There was also an unusually 

large number for mid-Wharfedale of 2,500 on flooded fields at Farnley on 25
th
 January.  BTO Atlas 

January counts in 2km tetrads were 80 in mid- and lower-Littondale and 40 in upper-Littondale: by 

comparison there were only two in Langstrothdale.  This is a species which usually only winters in the area, 

although a few immatures are occasionally observed through the summer and a small number are thought 

to breed in the Upper Barden black-headed gull colony.  The 100+ seen at Ghaistrill’s Strid on 23
rd

 March 

was a good late count: the last double figure count (12) was from Grassington Bridge a month later on the 

                                                 
31  Unlike the black-headed gull, the presence of common gulls was not guaranteed at the start of the year at Otley. It was observed 
on about 50% of visits. 
32  The last sighting was on 27th April and, apart from a single sighting in June, there were no more sightings until 26th October. 

(BOG) 
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24
th
.  There were a couple of summer sightings, including a particularly large count of 14 at Mossy Bank 

reservoir on 11
th
 June, otherwise birds started to re-appear in mid-Summer with three over Norwood 

Bottom on 18
th
 July and six over Threshfield and more over Linton Bottoms on 1

st
 August.  There were no 

significant late-summer counts from Otley this year and the first significant count was 66 from Barden 

View Point on 13
th 

October. 

HERRING GULL (Larus argentatus)             004 Sightings/02 Sites 

Uncommon visitor. 

This is far less common than other gulls and usually only reported in small numbers.  There were five 

adults with a second winter juvenile at a Grimwith roost on 15
th
 January (Gerald Light*).  Otherwise there 

were three sightings at Otley with a single bird flying over on 1
st
 February (Paul Purvis) and two birds 

recorded on 30
th
 November (Paul Purvis, Ernie Scarfe). 

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL (Larus michahellis)          No sightings this year 

Rare visitor. 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus)           039 Sightings/32 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: probably declining due to control at breeding sites. 

This species both winters in the area and breeds on local moors, when not disturbed by gamekeepers 

concerned by their propensity to eat anything that moves!  Sightings were recorded in every month and 

occurred throughout the region.  There are always significantly more sightings from Upper Wharfedale; 

this year there were significantly fewer than usual from mid-Wharfedale.  Most records were of birds 

passing over singly or in small groups (of up to 4); there were several large counts during the year, some 

during roosts.  There were ten adults and two first year birds at a Grimwith roost on 15
th
 January: numbers 

were lower at end-of-year roosts with five at Swinsty on 27
th
 October and four at Grimwith on 29

th
 

December.  Other large counts were nine over Rocking Hall Moor on 27
th
 April and six at Grimwith on 8

th
 

May.  The largest count of the year was just outside the area with 16 birds at Scargill on 1
st
 August. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus)            010 Sightings/07 Sites 

Uncommon passage/winter visitor. 

A few birds winter in the area eventually flying north to their breeding grounds, although the odd immature 

may stay all year.  Grimwith remains the most reliable place to see this species with their presence regular, 

albeit in small numbers (and with 30% of records from there this year).  Sightings follow a regular pattern 

with all but one of the sightings in the first and last two months of the year – the exception being an 

immature bird at Swinsty on 11
th
 June (Peter Riley).  Five birds were seen in the Bolton Abbey Estate area 

on 6
th
 and 27

th
 January (BOG, Ernie Scarfe) and one was over Otley on 24

th
 (Paul Purvis): in February 

there were three birds at Kex Gill on 11
th
 February (Dave Odell).  At year’s end there were two over moors 

south of Arncliffe on 12
th
 November (Ernie Scarfe) with the other three records from Grimwith with a peak 

of six on 12
th
 November at an evening roost (John Poland). 

SANDWICH TERN (Sterna sandvicensis)            001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

This was one of a number of rarities that passed through the area in April and May this year with a single 

bird seen at Otley at 27
th
 April until 0740 (BOG).  This species has only been recorded twice (in 1989 and 

2006) since being recorded five times in eight years in the 1970s.  This was the earliest this species has 

been recorded with almost 50% of sightings in August during the autumn passage. 

COMMON TERN (Sterna hirundo)             013 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant: occasionally breeds. 

It was a slightly unusual year for this species with two birds (and occasionally three) present at Otley 

between 19
th
 April and 28

th
 July but no evidence of breeding from there

33
.  However, there were two 

sightings of an adult with one young, one from Otley on 24
th
 July and the other from Lindley Wood on 10

th
 

August, so the interesting question is ‘Where did they breed?’  Unusually a lucky Otley observer reported 

garden sightings on 21
st
 and 23

rd
 July when three birds were seen overhead. 

ARCTIC TERN (Sterna paradisaea)             002 Sightings/02 Sites 

Rare passage migrant. 

                                                 
33  Breeding from Otley has been rather variable in recent years with 2 chicks in 2004 and 2005 (when the first eggs were 
predated), 1 chick in 2006 and a washed out season in 2007. 
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This species is recorded on passage in perhaps four years in every decade.  However, this was the first time 

for some years when there were records during both the spring and autumn passages.  Single birds were 

seen at Otley on 18
th
 April and a bird was seen fishing in Lindley Wood on 17

th
 August (BOG). 

BLACK TERN (Chlidonias niger)             004 Sightings/02 Sites 

Rare passage migrant. 

It was an interesting year for this species.  Firstly, there were good views of a bird at Chelker on 6
th
 April 

(John Topham), an extremely early date: the sighting was subsequently accepted by the BOG rarities 

committee.  Later, and over the Bank Holiday weekend (between 3
rd

 and 5
th
 May), there was a significant 

movement of birds across Yorkshire as they moved back to European marshland breeding sites.  A bird 

was present at Otley on 6
th

 May feeding on insects over sailing the lake: it was present at 5.30pm but not 

on the following day (BOG, Derek and Brenda Parkin, Peter Riley).   Later, two WNS members (Norman 

and Maureen Moore) saw nine black terns outside the area at Gouthwaite Reservoir at 1600 on 9
th
 May. 

FERAL PIGEON (Columba livia) (C) 

Uncommon resident breeder: population probably stable. 

This species is vastly under-recorded so it is difficult to draw too many firm conclusions abut its 

distribution.  The conventional wisdom (i.e. the unchanged comment used in the last few Reviews) is that 

it is seen mainly in the urban areas of Ilkley and Otley with a few small groups also in rural areas.  What 

with the garden survey this year and some records from the BTO survey of birds which would normally 

have gone unrecorded there were twice as many records as usual (but still not a lot)!  Peak monthly garden 

counts from Ilkley and Menston suggested that the species was more of an irritant in Ilkley than Menston: 
 

 Jan Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Ilkley 1 14 4 5 6 6 0 5 6 6 7 10 6 

Ilkley 2 7 4 6 5 7 9 17
34

 14 14 8 8 2 

Menston 1 1 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
 

The Ilkley gardens recorded larger numbers of birds on a daily basis, rather than rare visits on a weekly 

basis in Menston.  There were records of limited numbers at Otley Wetland with between 2 and 8 seen on 

most visits throughout the year. 

STOCK DOVE (Columba oenas)             034 Sightings/23 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

This is very much a rural bird in the area and is certainly much under-recorded; many of the sightings are 

of just one or two birds.  Extensive observations in the Washburn valley over the years suggest that this 

area is a stronghold – and it is still easy to see there.  In the south there were also regular sightings from 

Otley with up to 4 birds seen during the spring and early summer.  However, there were a significantly 

higher proportion of records from upper Wharfedale with sightings well distributed throughout the region.  

There was a rare record of a bird in a Ben Rhydding garden on 8
th
 March (Jenny Dixon). 

WOOD PIGEON (Columba palumbus) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

This is an under-recorded species.  It is usually present in good numbers throughout the area all year but 

with a tendency to move to the lower parts of the valleys in winter or disappearing entirely in severe cold 

spells.  Also, the presence of large flocks of this species is usually a good indication about the levels of 

local food supplies.  Although the species was reported to be common in the Grassington area and records 

were received from right across the north of the area, a higher proportion of the records received were from 

mid-Wharfedale.  The highest counts in the first part of the year were ~100 at a farm near Lindley Wood in 

February and a peak Otley count of 63 in mid-April: in the second half of the year there were 83 over 

Sandwith Moor and seven at Fewston in November and 53 at Otley and 38 at Middleton Woods in 

December.  In the north the highest count (by far) was 20 near Conistone Bridge in late February.  These 

numbers are well below the 150 seen at Leathley in March 2005 or 300 at Thruscross at the end of 2006.  

The species was seen in over 50% of the gardens of members who submitted records with a peak count of 

12 in a Burley garden in January.  The following table shows peak monthly counts at Otley and in three 

members’ garden: 

                                                 
34  The recorder (Ilkley 2) faced a family rebellion as the garden filled up with pigeons in the summer and a cage was installed over 
the bird table with bird food carefully placed in the centre where it could only be reached by smaller birds – whether this will result in a 
local race of pigeons with giraffe-like necks only time will tell! 
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 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Otley 19 25 46 63 26 23 17 11 15 32 20 53 

Menston garden 2 3 3 3 2 3 5 2 5 1 1 2 

Ilkley garden 1 2 1 0 1 1 3 1 1 4 0 0 2 

Ilkley garden 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 1 0 1 0 0 2 
 

The counts are well below the equivalent figures for feral pigeons.  Another difference is that the 

frequency of occurrence was reversed between Ilkley and Menston with birds seen on a daily basis in 

Menston (for much of the year) but much more irregularly in the Ilkley gardens.  Three gardens recorded 

single juveniles in May, July and September illustrating just how long the breeding season can be for 

pigeons.  Last year I noted that BTO Birdtrack was reporting movements of large numbers of wood 

pigeons in mid-November, but that it was not really know what these were e.g. winter gatherings or local 

migration.  This situation had been reflected locally at from the BOG ‘vis-mig’ sites to the south of our 

area with a peak count of 5,000 on the 4
th
 November.  This number was far exceeded this year with 

Caldene Fields, south of Bradford setting a daily site record of 7,469 on 28
th
 October, only to exceed it the 

following day with 7, 792! 

COLLARED DOVE (Streptopelia decaocto) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

This is another species that is much under-recorded, except in gardens where it was recorded in 60% of 

members’ gardens for which records were submitted.  Overall it is difficult to draw any firm conclusions 

on its distribution across the region.  However, it tends to be concentrated in urban, suburban and village 

environments and is surprisingly rare in rural habitats and the records of the year were consistent with this.  

Consequently, it is rather more frequently recorded from mid-Wharfedale than upper Wharfedale, although 

a long-term Grassington resident reported in 2006 that it appeared that numbers were still increasing and 

that it had not been present as recently as 1992.  Records from Otley were rare with only four sightings all 

year.  In gardens the peak counts were 10 in Menston in October and November and nine in Addingham 

(where they were all struggling to get onto the seed feeder).  There was a single record of a juvenile in a 

garden in Menston in July. 

EUROPEAN TURTLE DOVE (Streptopelia turtur)           002 Sightings/02 Sites 

Rare visitor 

The most unusual records for the year were undoubtedly of this species.  The species had been recorded in 

14 years up until 1990 but not since then.  Further, in the period from 1994 to 2007 the UK population 

reduced by 66% so it had seemed a reasonable assumption that the species was now extinct in our area.  

Now, this year, not only was there was the most remarkable garden record of the year on 4
th
 June (Paul 

Jones), but also a record of a pair in Leathley on 16
th
 July (BOG).  A bird was present in the rear garden of 

a house in Ilkley; it came in with some five or six collared doves and spent 20 minutes in a cherry tree 

before flying off to the west along the A65 and towards Middleton Woods: it was round long enough for 

some excellent pictures to be taken. 

CUCKOO (Cuculus canorus)              054 Sightings/28 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant: population declining. 

This is one of several migrating species for which there have been big falls in population across the UK 

with a fall of 56% between 1970 and 2007 but with a 37% reduction since 1994.  For totally unknown 

reasons the decline in England has been 56% since 1994 whilst the Scottish population has actually gone 

up by 39%!  Sadly, the omens for the future of this species in our area are not looking good.  The number 

of sites at which the species has been recorded in our area shows a slow but inexorable decline over the 

past three years – 38, 32 to 31 in 2007: this year it was only recorded at 28 sites.  It is also getting more 

elusive, with significantly more than 50% of records being of birds which were only heard.  In upper 

Wharfedale the number of sites where the species was recorded was only six this year compared with 10, 

13 and 10 in the three years from 2006: the sightings were thinly spread across the region.  Of the nine 

Washburn records a bird was only seen once.  On Ilkley and Burley Moor, usually very reliable spots for 

seeing birds, only four of the 13 records were of birds seen and with only one record definitely suggesting 

there were two birds present.  The most reliable area to see this bird now is almost certainly in the north of 

the Bolton Abbey Estate with up to four recorded around Barden Fell in early to mid-May.  The first record 

of the year was of a bird seen on Hawksworth Moor on 23
rd

 April, a full five days before it was recorded at 

Strid Woods.  The last record was of a bird heard at Barden Bridge on 17
th
 June, significantly earlier than 

the last three years. 
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EURASIAN EAGLE OWL (Bubo bubo)           No sightings this year 
Local escapee or rare feral breeder. 

BARN OWL (Tyto alba)              001 Sightings/01 Sites 
Rare visitor 

We are used to this being a very rare species in our area so that it is good to be reminded that they are 

doing much better only just outside our area.  Nevertheless, within our area there was no repeat of last year 

when a bird was seen several times in the region to the west of Otley and north of the river between late 

September and late October.  This year the only record was of one carrying food near the Hunter’s Pub 

north of Pool on 16
th
 October (Gordon Haycock), although one was seen several times just outside our area 

to the south (Nyree Fearnley).  However, Andy Jowett, a local ringer, is being successful in attracting birds 

into nest boxes and is hoping, in due course to attract some birds back into our region.  Andy has been 

ringing owls and kestrels in nest boxes since 2002 and has now kindly provided his historic records.  These 

show that a pair bred just inside our area in 2005 (3 chicks) and 2007 (2 chicks) but failed in 2006.  This 

year a pair raised four young just to the south of the area, where the male was found to have previously 

been ringed as a pulli in Nottingham in 2007.  However, his campaign of putting up boxes to the east of 

our area is gathering pace with two boxes occupied in 2006 (4 chicks in one box; the other one failed), two 

boxes in 2007 (each with 3 chicks) and four boxes in 2008 (three each with 4 chicks; the other one failed) 

with a pair present at a fifth box.   

TAWNY OWL (Strix aluco)              082 Sightings/38 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

It appears to have been a moderate year, suffering only in comparison with last year’s excellent results: the 

number of sites and sightings being slightly above the average in recent years.  Records are received from 

across the region although they are rather more numerous from mid-Wharfedale than upper Wharfedale, 

where most were from the better-watched Grassington area.  However, there was a bird at Arncliffe and a 

pair found roosting at the head of Littondale, a bird at Buckden and a rare record of a bird heard at 

Grimwith in mid-February.  It is not clear to what extent the fewer records reflect rather more limited 

coverage in parts of upper-Wharfedale or the fact that there is often reduced woodland cover.   Records 

were received from across mid-Wharfedale with the highest proportion from the Washburn, although there 

were few records from the Bolton Abbey Estate area.  Nesting records are now supplied by two local 

ringers, Pete Roe and Andy Jowett, and the following table shows their joint records over recent years
35

: 
 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Young 13 3 17 17 31 21 

Nests 9 1 11 13 19 15 

Productivity 1.4  1.5 1.5 1.6 1.4 
 

The table shows that the species is doing well in mid-Wharfedale with fairly widespread breeding almost 

every year apart from the disastrous 2004 when many of the traditional nesting sites were unoccupied.  

This year there were poor numbers of small mammals nationally and, whilst there was reasonable 

occupancy in our local nests, productivity was down.  We all lie awake at night and delight at the calls of 

this species in the autumn as they sort out territories and then in the New Year (as I write this) as their 

early breeding season approaches.  A number of people reported on such experiences, some hearing birds 

very close by.  However, there were several ‘genuine’ garden records of birds in gardens – at Farnley, 

Middleton (where the bird was perched on a pole), Ben Rhydding and Ilkley (seen at 9am). 

LONG-EARED OWL (Asio otus)             014 Sightings/06 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant. 

We are fortunate to have a local birder, Andy Jowett, who has spent many late nights in recent years in the 

woods around mid-Wharfedale looking for evidence of breeding for this species, where the ‘squeaky-door’ 

calls of the young is always a good indicator of successful nearby breeding: his search for new sites across 

the region continues.  This year he provided all but two of the records received by him (and one of the 

others was from just inside upper Wharfedale).  The following table shows Andy’s records for the 

minimum number of young and pairs recorded in recent years: 
 

                                                 
35  Typically one or two of these nesting records are from just outside the area each year.  However, I have included them to 
maximise the statistical value of the results. 
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 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Young 16 17 31 28 6 21 32 

Pairs 7 9 14 14 8 10 12 

Productivity 2.3 1.9 2.2 2.0 0.8 2.1 2.7 
 

The majority of the above records are from within the WNS-area with the occasional record slightly outside 

(usually between 1 and 3 with a peak of 5 in 2005).  2005 was regarded as very successful whilst the 2006 

season stands out as the most disastrous season in recent years both because of a shortage of small 

mammals and a weekend of torrential rain at a critical weekend in mid-May when a number of nests were 

abandoned.  The search for nests found last year was hampered by the bad weather with some regions 

known to have had breeding pairs in previous year not searched.   This year was notable for the very good 

productivity figure, the highest in recent years.  Incidentally, this species is regarded as largely sedentary 

but we do not know what happens to our local birds in the winter and we have never had sightings over this 

period (and there are some comments in the next entry about winter visitors). 

SHORT EARED OWL (Asio flammeus)            027 Sightings/16 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/resident: population either stable or in shallow decline. 

The species is not common and the number of sightings varies quite a lot from year to year: the number of 

sites was back to a more normal figure after a disastrous dip last year to only nine, although it was a year of 

two halves with 75% of the sightings in the first half of the year and records very rare after September.  A 

significant number of sightings are during the winter months when our small, thinly scattered and largely 

sedentary population is augmented by a number of short (and long) -eared owls from Scandinavia, Finland 

and Russia.  However, a report during the year indicated that visitor numbers were down because of lack of 

food on their breeding grounds.  Their principal prey is the lemming, which sometimes appears in 

staggering numbers – the last such event was in 1994.  The magazine Nature is now suggesting that 

warmer weather in late winter and early spring has resulted in numbers crashing.  Norwegian studies have 

showed that in cold winters the snow is powdery and the lemmings can burrow to reach plants.  The 

warmer weather results in cycles of freezing and melting which forms sheets of ice which cannot be 

burrowed into and this hits survival rates which, in turn, affects the productivity of local predators such as 

owls and rough-legged buzzards.  There are proportionately more sightings from the north of the region, 

although the statistics are rather skewed because 30% were from the well-watched Barden View Point.   In 

the south there were few sightings from the Washburn moors and from Rombalds Moor, although one of 

the rare autumn sightings was of two birds at Draughton Heights where, it was noted, they had not been 

recorded for many years.  In the north, there were several sightings on the moors above Littondale, from 

the Grimwith area including a bird at Greenhow as well as a sighting above Langstrothdale.  Although 

there was an occasional sighting during the summer, from both mid- and upper-Wharfedale, there was no 

evidence of breeding this year.   

LITTLE OWL (Athene noctua)             060 Sightings/34 Sites 

Locally common breeding resident: population stable. 

The species generally seems to be doing well with records typically from around 30 

sites, although it was reported they were harder to find in the Washburn this year 

(Peter Riley).  Records were received from across the area, with a significantly higher 

proportion from right across Upper Wharfedale.  There were four records of breeding 

this year: a nest of 3 young were sadly predated at Denton, but two pairs bred 

successfully on Barden Fell and juveniles were seen at Threshfield and on 

Addingham Moorside. 
 

 

EUROPEAN NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus europaeus)         No sightings this year 

Scarce passage migrant – bred in area for several years running. 

Sadly, there were no records this year.  Sadly, too, attempts to find birds at other suitable sites in the area 

proved unsuccessful.  The species has been a rare visitor since the mid-1970s but had been recorded every 

year since 2002.  Ian Court from the YDNPA summarised the situation well when he said that there may 

well be birds within the Park and that they breed just to the south and nest only half a mile north of the 

northern boundary – the problem is that there aren’t many people watching within the Park. 

SWIFT (Apus apus) (C) 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable/may be in shallow decline. 
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The species is recorded throughout Wharfedale (but not this year at Grimwith), although numbers are often 

not noted and sightings are primarily reported in the periods shortly after its arrival and immediately before 

its departure. There were contrasting views on numbers with the opinions varying from feeling they were 

low over the Washburn, normal over Addingham, whilst an observer in Burley reported good numbers 

over her house.  Their arrival was delayed this year by cold northerly winds from early in April which only 

veered round to the south on the 23
rd

, producing a spate of sightings from across the region on 26
th
 (from 

Otley town to Grassington), a good week later than the latest date in recent years.  However, a full week 

later, on 3
rd

 May, there were reported to be 100s and probably 1,000s of birds coming in over West Park 

Wood in Dent.  Where numbers were recorded during the season typical ‘good’ counts were between 10 

and 20 with a single peak garden count of 40 on 27
th
 July, although many records were in single figures.  It 

is unusual to get any reports of breeding for this species but Ernie Scarfe carried out a survey of nesting 

evidence in Otley and found sites at Park Terrace, Manor Street, South Parade, Albion Street, Neville Row, 

Burras Lane, Bank Parade, Granville Mount, Jennet’s Terrace and Ilkley Road (at least)!  The swift’s visit 

is remarkably short.  Despite their late arrival, they were soon heading off again with observers at the 

Barden View Point reporting large numbers, very high and heading west, on 4
th
 August with ‘final’ 

sightings from Addingham (5
th
), Otley (7

th
), Burley (8

th
), Hebden (9

th
) and Grassington bridge (14

th
): the 

last sighting was of two birds passing Barden on 22
nd

, although observers at Stockbridge and Glovershaw 

reported the last big movement (of 50 birds/hour) as being on 11
th
 August. 

KINGFISHER (Alcedo atthis)              052 Sightings/24 Sites 
Uncommon breeding resident along suitable rivers and lagoons: population probably stable/slightly increasing. 

The species is doing reasonably well nationally, though locally, sightings were down this year (by 25% on 

the long-term average)
36

: mostly of single birds.  It is well represented along the lower reaches of the river 

but records were much rarer from upper Wharfedale this year where the furthest upstream record this year 

was from just south of Starbotton (and with the usual sighting from Arncliffe in Littondale).  It is also less 

common in the Washburn with just two late summer records from between Norwood Bottom and Leathley 

between late August and early October.  There were two breeding records with a pair raising one and 

possibly two broods at Pool and a bird seen carrying food along the river at Riverside Park in Otley. 

EURASIAN WRYNECK (Jynx torquilla)            001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage migrant. 

Just as the crowds at Otley last year going to see the great grey shrike produced some interesting sightings 

of other species at the site so, this year, an early morning visit to Barden on 18
th
 September after the honey 

buzzard had been seen coming into roost the previous evening resulted in a record of a wryneck passing by 

(BOG)!  This was only the 6
th
 year the species has been recorded in our area since it was first seen in 1964.  

This species is now extinct as a breeding bird in the UK although the reasons for this collapse are unknown.  

It was estimated there were between 150 and 400 pairs breeding in the mid-50s, but that this had fallen to 

28 to 54 a decade later: since the mid -70s there have only been occasional breeding records with the last 

record in 1994 (in Shropshire).  The bird is now a regular, if scarce, passage migrant in the spring between 

early April and early June and, more numerously, in the autumn between mid August and early October.  

All the sightings in our area have been in the autumn with the first sighting (by Les Dewdney and Herbert 

Flood at Lindley Wood on 18
th
 October) being a remarkably late one.  Sightings are most numerous on the 

east coast and in years when timely easterly winds blow in migrants from Scandinavia (which, of course, is 

what brought in the large numbers of honey buzzards)
37

. 

GREEN WOODPECKER (Picus viridis)            090 Sightings/48 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

The species is doing extremely well in the UK and is well recorded throughout the area (typically at 

between 40 and 45 sites each year), especially during the spring when it is most vocal.  It is almost 

certainly rather more common in upper Wharfedale where it is recorded throughout the region (except at 

Grimwith) with the most records being from the well-watched Grassington area.  In mid-Wharfedale, the 

Washburn is by far the most reliable place to find the species (accounting for 30% of all sightings).  There 

were several records of two birds, but the peak counts were of five in Grass Wood on 30
th
 April with three 

on Barden Fell on 16
th
 June and at Kex Gill on 22

nd
 July.  It was a good year for breeding records with the 

                                                 
36  They were down by a slightly larger figure for the dipper which leads one to speculate whether the breeding cycle of both may 
have been affected by last year’s (and this year’s) high river levels. 
37  Suitable conditions can result in impressive ‘falls’.  On 4th September 1965 130 wrynecks were recorded in Norfolk with 

27 between Blakeney Point and Cley: a further 40 were found along a two mile stretch of coast south from Walberswick. 
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earliest sighting being a juvenile at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits on 15
th
 June and the latest a juvenile being 

supervised by adult on how to bathe in river Timble Ings on 18
th
 September. There was a record of a family 

of four at Cool Scar near Kilnsey on 22
nd

 July. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopus major)          174 Sightings/60 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

This species has seen a very significant increase in numbers in the UK.  It is also felt to be doing well 

locally – to the extent that the local ringer now identifies it as a not insignificant source of predation of 

nesting small birds.  It is well recorded throughout the area (typically at between 50 and 60 sites – a 

smaller difference compared to the green woodpecker than one might expect since it is a much easier bird 

to see and there are a lot more sightings
38

).  The situation on relative abundance is reversed compared with 

the green woodpecker with this species rather more abundant in mid-Wharfedale.  The species is fairly 

common to common throughout the more wooded parts of the area.  It was reported to be common in 

Grass Wood and around Grassington; there were several records from Langstrothdale and Littondale and a 

rare sighting from Grimwith in November. In mid-Wharfedale it is most 

commonly recorded in the Washburn where five were recorded in Norwood 

Bottom on 9
th
 April, with the largest local count of six in Middleton Woods 

the following day: in the north there were four recorded in Grass Wood on 

27
th
 March.  There were very many records of breeding with juveniles 

recorded between 8
th
 June and 13

th
 July.  The species was a common (and 

popular) visitor to gardens recorded in 19 gardens across the region with 

juveniles very much in evidence on garden feeders, often being supervised 

by one or both parents.  

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopus minor)          005 Sightings/04 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident: population possibly in decline. 

This species is not far from the northern limit of its range and is difficult to find.  It was a poor year with 

records from only four sites, c.f. 9, 3, 9, 7, and 6 in successive years since 2003: it is difficult not to believe 

this species is in serious trouble.  Most of the records were over a three week period from 22
nd

 March.  One 

was heard drumming from a Burley garden (Susan Barton) at the same time as a great-spotted woodpecker 

– both from the direction of the Chevin.  A private site in the Washburn has continued to be the only 

reliable location over the years with birds drumming there on 22
nd

 March (Andy Jowett) and drumming 

with a female seen on 1
st
 April (Ernie Scarfe).  There was also a record of drumming from Middleton 

Woods with a female seen on 10
th
 April (Ernie Scarfe).  The most remarkable sighting of the year was a 

Beamsley garden when a male was seen attacking reed stems in the garden pond on 5
th
 November (Graham 

Foggitt and Anna Powell)!  Sadly, there were no records this year from upper Wharfedale. 

WOODLARK (Lullula arborea)            No sightings this year 

Rare passage migrant. 

SKYLARK (Alauda arvensis)              035 Sightings/26 Sites 

Common breeding resident: national population decline but probably holding own in area. 

Sightings of this species were distinctly in short supply this year – little more than 50% c.f. 2007.  This is 

one of the species which is more widespread and in larger numbers in upper Wharfedale than in mid-

Wharfedale (apart from an enormous passage flock of 45 at Otley on 23
rd

 March): this year only 12 of the 

sightings were from mid-Wharfedale, half of which were from the Washburn.  In the north it is found on 

moors throughout the area with counts of 15 singing on the summit of Great Whernside, nine from Lea 

Green, eight on Penyghent Fell, seven on a Grimwith circuit and above Hubberholme.  By comparison the 

highest count in mid-Wharfedale was five on Hawksworth Moor.  The only breeding record this year was 

of an adult carrying food at Draughton Heights on 27
th
 June. 

SAND MARTIN (Riparia riparia)             065 Sightings/31 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population fluctuates. 

Good-sized nesting colonies were noted along much of the Wharfe with breeding recorded as far north as 

Conistone but no records this year of birds in Langstrothdale.  In Littondale there was a sizeable colony at 

Arncliffe Cote (~30 nests) and breeding was recorded as far up as Halton Gill.  Sightings are unreliable in 

the Washburn and at Grimwith with never more than one or two sightings in the year: this year there was 

                                                 
38  Perhaps the small difference reflects the long ranges at which the very distinctive 'yaffle' of the green woodpecker can be 

heard and easily identified by everyone. 
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one at each – one bird at Farnley on 1
st
 April and two birds at Grimwith on 8

th
 May.  There were two 

notable statistics this year.  Firstly, in a year when a number of migrants were held up by northerly winds 

from mid-March and were late arriving, a few sand martins managed to sneak in early and we had by far 

the earliest arrival date of 9
th
 March (at Knotford Nook), smashing the previous earliest date of the 14

th
 in 

1981 and 1994.  This continues a long-term trend since the last war, of birds arriving almost a month 

earlier – although it was to be 1
st
 April before a count in double figures was received.  The second record 

was an altogether less desirable one with the number of sightings 20% down for the second year running.  

For the second year running, too, broods were lost at one of the biggest colonies near Pool because of the 

Wharfe flooding.  In 2007 it was the first brood which was lost with few attempting a second brood: this 

year the first broods of a good number of 100 nests was successful but the second was washed out.  The 

number of nests at another traditional site, Mickle Ings (the beck opposite Otley Wetland) was only 18 well 

down on the 50 to 60 in 2007.  Further north, the effects of the January floods had been to so badly eroded 

the river bank near Linton Church that only one pair tried to nest there this summer.  Other records of 

colonies from along the river were a poor total of ~28 nests at Ben Rhydding gravel pits, ~20 at Low Mill, 

good numbers at the usual sites above Barden Bridge (up to ~60), ~10 at Burnsall and ~5 at the northern 

end of Lower Grass Wood.  The highest counts of feeding birds are always over Otley, with good numbers 

at Knotford: the highest local count was 200 at the former site in early July with 50+ over Knotford on 6
th
 

April.  There was a late record of four birds flying along river at Ben Rhydding on 4
th
 October. 

BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica) (C) 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline. 

This species appears to be well distributed throughout the area, mainly in rural areas wherever suitable 

nesting sites exist: it is well recorded across upper Wharfedale (albeit with only the odd rare record from 

Grimwith although 10 birds were seen there on 7
th
 May and appeared to be nesting there).  There were no 

records submitted of high counts during the season: the highest counts amongst flocks getting ready for 

migration were only ~50.  Swallows used to arrive before sand martins in the early 1950s but their arrival 

date has not advanced nearly as fast as sand martins and March arrival dates are still quite rare (in only 

~25% of years).  This year was a fairly typical 3
rd

 April (after a spell of early arrivals between 2004 and 

2006), although it was to be the 14
th
 before a double-figure count was received.  It was another mediocre 

breeding season with Pete Roe’s boxes producing 83 young from 26 nests, i.e. 3.2 young/nest: this is the 

fourth year running where productivity has been 3.0 to 3.5, well down on the 4.7 in 2004.  

HOUSE MARTIN (Delichon urbica)             058 Sightings/33 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline. 

This species is recorded throughout the area with a rather higher proportion of records from the north with 

sightings at many of the northern villages.  This was the second year when the species was late in arriving 

but this year panic set in with reports from many sites that birds had not been returning this year
39

. The 

problem appears to have been very poor weather in southern Europe which blocked progress of a number 

of species. Locally, the first record was of six birds over Otley and one at Ben Rhydding gravel pits on 12
th
 

April (3 days earlier than last year), followed by the occasional record of the odd bird straggling in 

elsewhere but a significant factor was that no further records were received from Otley until 31
st
 May.  

The BTO survey was later to conclude that there was nothing more amiss this year than a late start and that 

there was the same number of birds nesting as last year.  It showed that there is quite a lot of variation in 

the proportion of houses with active nests across the regions but the overall average was 3.5 active 

nests/home and with 9% of all nests now being artificial: about ⅔ of martins use old nests.  Locally, there 

were two records of nesting birds on members’ houses: in Denton. There were nine nesting pairs, whilst in 

Addingham a house had an occupied artificial nest. It is rarely recorded in high numbers with the highest 

counts being 12 at Threshfield, eight over Otley (town) and six at Hubberholme: the highest count tends to 

be when birds start assembling in the period leading to departure with 50 over Clifton on 15
th
 August 

(although it was to be another month to the last recording) and 100+ at Hebden on 5
th
 September. 

MEADOW PIPIT (Anthus pratensis)             072 Sightings/43 Sites 

Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population in decline nationally but probably holding 

up locally. 

The distribution is well represented on moors throughout the region but is rather more widespread in the 

north.  This species moves off the high ground in the winter; many remain in the lowland regions of the 

                                                 
39  To some extent the panic arose because the BTO were carrying out their first survey on this species for 20 years. 
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UK, although large numbers winter in southern Europe in Iberia.  Nevertheless the odd bird remains on the 

moors through the winter
40

 and there are usually sightings from every month (although not in December 

this year).  Nationally, there has been some reduction in numbers (16% in England since 1994 but 41% in 

Yorkshire) and long-term local birders have felt for some time that they are a lot less common on our 

moorland edges than they once were.  Locally, this is another species which is probably under-recorded – 

and frequently not counted.  However, there were several reports that numbers were felt to be down again 

this year and also that merlin were turning to other species for food, with evidence in their nests that they 

were taking more wader chicks.  Nevertheless our moors are extensive and even if densities are well down 

good numbers were clocked up on some of the BTO Atlas walks during the summer with 83 on Ilkley 

Moor (30
th
 March), 133 on Penyghent Fell (30

th
 June) and 34 on Barden Moor path to the upper reservoir 

(1
st
 July).  There was the occasional record of breeding with the first record of a bird carrying food on 22

nd
 

May.  Good numbers are also clocked up of passage birds.  There was an unusual 60+ at Otley on 23
rd

 

March (where the species is rarely recorded) but the biggest counts are in the autumn when Andy Jowett 

ringed 118 at Kex Gill on 8
th
 September and 152 on the 20

th
, a good indicator of the vast numbers involved 

in migration.  Elsewhere, there was a large, compact flighty flock on Barden Moor on the 19
th
.  The last 

sizeable count was of ~20 on a walk up from Middleton to March Ghyll Reservoir on 17
th
 October.  

Thereafter there were 11 sightings from moors across the region submitted in November but with counts 

always in single figures (1-3). 

TREE PIPIT (Anthus trivialis)              039 Sightings/09 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing. 

Unlike its close relative, the meadow pipit, this species is a long-range migrant (to Africa).  It is most 

abundant in northern England, Scotland and Wales but the BTO reported that after a brief respite in 2004 

the inexorable decline in numbers of this species continues with an 11% national reduction since 1994 (and 

a significantly worst rate in England of 38%).  The reasons for these changes are unknown but one theory 

is that it is linked to the changes in forest structure.  This decline is mirrored in our own region where there 

has been a slow but steady reduction in the number of sites where the species is recorded (from 14 in 2005 

through 13 and 11 in the past two years to 9 this year). There is also a rather higher proportion of site 

records from the north of the region than the south.  There are now only two ‘reliable’ and traditional sites 

to see this species – Bastow Wood in the north (with the odd record from Lower Grass Wood) and Timble 

Ings in the south – and this is reflected by the fact that 80% of the records are from these two sites.  Peak 

counts at these two sites were seven in Bastow Wood (and 2 in Lower Grass Wood) and three to four pairs 

in Timble.  A further attractive site emerging in the south is Stainburn Moor
41

 with a peak count of six on 

2
nd

 May.  Evidence of breeding is usually limited but this year there were a remarkable seven records: five 

were of birds carrying food between 27
th
 May and 3

rd
 July in Timble Ings and Lower Grass Wood; the 

others were of three adults and two juveniles in Bastow Wood on 16
th
 June and adults and juveniles (total 

of 3) at Nethergill Farm in Oughtershaw on 5
th
 July.   

YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla flava)            023 Sightings/08 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: just about holding on despite significant decline over recent 

decades. 

The population of this species continues to fall with a massive 47% reduction between 1994 and 2007, 

although recent studies have queried whether all the reduction was due to changes on wintering grounds 

suggesting that they may also be being affected by adverse conditions on breeding grounds.  This is very 

much a bird of upper Wharfedale and experiencing this sight still remains possible in Littondale, the 

stronghold for this species.  This year, however, mid-Wharfedale could at least make a useful contribution 

to the year’s records with a pair found nesting (Ernie Scarfe) to the east of Otley with three flying juveniles 

seen on 19
th
 June

42
. This species is still very much remembered as a characteristic bird of the Dales with 

pairs breeding in many of the hay meadows.  Now hay meadows have given way to silage, which are being 

cut early.  However, Ian Court, the bird officer from the YDNPA, has been persuading some farmers to cut 

their meadows later to very good effect (which rather underwrites the earlier comments about reasons for 

                                                 
40  The first sighting of the year was of 3 on Barden Moor on 6th January.  However, this was only one of two sightings in the first 
two months with a rapid build up of sightings from 16th March. 
41  There were no records from this site last year. 
42  The last record of breeding in mid-Wharfedale was in 1999 at a site near Otley, but it is not known if it was in the same area as 
this year’s record.  The area is not particularly well-walked and it is interesting to speculate if any other breeding attempts have happened 
in the same area in the intervening years! 
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the fall in population).  A 1999 survey in three areas in the Park showed only seven pairs, but by 2007 this 

had grown to 24 pairs in the same three areas.  Certainly the meadows where the species still breed in 

Littondale were a delight this summer and could match the better-known spectacle of the meadows in 

Swaledale (although not, I understand, their botanical diversity).  Birds were seen at four sites along the 

length of Littondale with up to four males and a female reported at the traditional breeding site on 17
th
 

June, when the female was seen feeding a juvenile.  The benefits of the 

BTO Atlas Roving scheme were highlighted when a further two juveniles 

were found on 9
th
 July at a site in Littondale by Ken and Pat Limb who 

combed the Dale looking for evidence of breeding this summer. There were 

two interesting records of passage birds in the spring.  There was a pair at 

High Royds in Menston which were seen feeding with 50+ linnets on 27
th
 

April, but only stayed two days.  The species used to breed at Grimwith in 

the meadows to the east of the reservoir before it was extended and there 

was a rare sighting near Grimwith House on the 7
th
 May.  

GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla cinerea)             085 Sightings/45 Sites 

Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population probably increasing. 

The species is currently plentiful and widespread throughout the region at suitable sites – but was not 

recorded at Grimwith this year for the second year running.  Records were received in every month but 

sightings are uncommon in mid-Wharfedale in the winter months between November and February and 

rare in upper Wharfedale – there the earliest record was of a bird, presumably an early returnee, at 

Conistone Bridge on 25
th
 February and there were no records after 24

th
 September.  The usual sighting is of 

one or two birds with the highest counts being of six birds in Hebden Beck in early April (an identical 

situation to last year) and along Norwood Bottom in the middle of the month.  Reports of successful 

breeding were received from all along the river up as far as Park Rash near Kettlewell, and from Halton 

Gill and Darnbrook House in Littondale.  There were reports of young over an extended period between 

13
th
 May (Strid Woods) and 4

th
 August (Park Rash).  On the debit side, there was no evidence of breeding 

from Poole Mill this year and a nest with 4 eggs was predated near Denton Hall. There were garden 

sightings from Otley and Addingham and of an overflight at Burley. 

PIED WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba)             104 Sightings/51 Sites 

Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population possibly increasing. 

It is present throughout the year with some local movement in winter – perhaps not quite to the same extent 

as for the previous species, although records still tend to be sparse throughout the same four winter months.  

There was an unusual record of a winter resident at Threshfield, present until 2
nd

 February with another 

bird seen twice there at the end of the year.  In mid-Wharfedale birds come together in large winter 

roosting flocks in the lower stretches of the valleys: there is often a record of the roost in Ilkley in Brook 

Street (although no-one submitted sightings this year) but a roost was recorded in the middle garden of 

Otley hospital with 30-40 present on 19
th
 January.  There were several records of movements during March 

with 15+ in the Swinsty overflow on 9
th
 March and a period at Otley between 16

th
 and 24

th
 with a peak of 

18 on the earliest date.  It is always worth looking out around this time for birds of the European race alba 

(or white wagtail).  There were coastal and inland records across Yorkshire in the second half of March.  

Locally, birds were recorded at Swinsty on the 24
th
 March (BOG) and at Knotford Nook on 6

th
 April 

(Derek and Brenda Parkin).  The general feeling is that the population of this species is in a healthy state 

with extensive summer sightings throughout the region and with a slightly more widespread presence in 

the north.  During the summer period sightings are usually of ones and twos but these can be quite 

common: there were 11 on a circuit of Grimwith in mid-April whilst 14 were recorded (plus 5 young) 

between Halton Gill and Foxup and 12 between Barden Bridge and Howgill, both in the second half of 

June.  Reports of successful breeding were received from all along the river right up to Oughtershaw, with 

the highest concentration of records from Littondale.  The breeding season was an extended one with 

juveniles being recorded between 18
th
 May (Denton) and 25

th
 September (March Ghyll Reservoir).  Once 

again there were records of largish groups reported in the late summer with 32+ on the Addingham golf 

course on 11
th
 August and ~20 at Barden View Point on the 22

nd
.  There were sightings in five gardens (c.f. 

3 for the previous species) including a record of adults with two young at Denton on 18
th
 May and with 

adults feeding a second brood on 18
th
 May. 

WAXWING (Bombycilla garrulus)             027 Sightings/07 Sites 

 Scarce winter visitor with reports in most years. 
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The famine of waxwings ended 963 days after the last sighting of a single bird on the Burley bypass on 

23
rd

 March 2006 when six were seen in the central car park in Ilkley on 10
th
 November.  The number there 

grew slowly to a peak of 43 on the 18
th
, although there had also been a sighting of 85 going into their roost 

at Timble on the 16
th
.  Waxwing winters follow a standard pattern with a glut of Scandinavian rowan 

berries one year allowing a higher number of waxwing to survive the winter but with a smaller crop the 

next year driving many to seek food elsewhere. By the time of the first sighting it was already being called 

a ‘waxwing winter’ with birds being seen very widely across the country, although it was to prove not as 

large and spectacular as 2004. Big numbers of birds were recorded in Scotland. The first birds in Aberdeen 

arrived on the last day of October with numbers peaking at ~1500 in mid-November (and with one flock of 

700-800 birds), but with only a few scattered flocks remaining by end of month
43

.  There were similar 

problems for the Ilkley birds.  There was also a distinct lack of berries around the centre of Ilkley and it 

was not long before the birds were starting to explore further afield and were being reported at various 

spots around Ilkley up to 28
th
.   There were also 30+ at Bolton Abbey on the 19

th
 but the birds appear to 

find more to eat in Addingham with ~20 reported feeding on apples in the church orchard at St Peter’s 

Church on the 24
th
 and staying around the village until 21

st
 December. There were numerous records to the 

south of the region with BOG reporting sightings in Thackley, Shipley, Yeadon, Bradford University, and 

Bingley with the biggest local flock being of 174 in Bradford on 15
th
 December.  The last local record was 

of 18 birds coming into roost at Timble on 28
th
 December. For once, the north of the area joined in the 

action and there was a rare record of two birds in Threshfield on 12
th
 December.  Several members were 

lucky enough to see birds in their garden with 13 in Ilkley on 28
th
, ~12 and 10 in Addingham gardens on 

30
th
 and 5

th
 December and 13 in Menston on the 11

th
.   

DIPPER (Cinclus cinclus) 
44

              076 Sightings/38Sites 

Scarce breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing. 

The species appears to be doing very well in the area in recent years although, like the kingfisher sightings 

were well down this year (by 30%) which leads one to speculate whether both may have been affected by 

last year’s (and this year’s) high river levels.  Ian Court from the YDNPA expressed similar concerns that 

nests may have been washed away, although a nest at Pool was reported to be well above the flood line.  It 

was widely recorded all the way along the Wharfe right up to Oughtershaw and Cosh in Littondale 

(although the only other record in Littondale was from Hawkswick).  They were less common in the 

Washburn (with records only received in March and August from locations where a local ringer reported 

last year that they had bred or may have bred). Sightings are usually of single birds although walks along 

stretches of the river producing four or five between Barden Bridge and Howgill with 3 in the opposite 

direction down to the Cavendish, with four between Bolton Bridge and Addingham.  As last year there 

were a number of sightings from along small becks, sometimes well away from the river.  These included 

Marchup Beck in Addingham, Valley of Desolation, Troller’s Gill Beck, Hebden Beck, Cam Gill above 

Kettlewell, Dowber Gill, Cray Beck and Fleet Moss.  There were several breeding records: birds were seen 

nest building or carrying food over an extended period between 27
th
 March and 22

nd
 July with records of 

juveniles from 29
th
 May (Linton) and 5

th
 July (Fleet Moss).  There was an early record of a bird singing 

above Barden Bridge on 29
th
 September. 

WREN (Troglodytes troglodytes) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population increasing. 

The numbers of this species appear to have been fairly static in England over the period 1994 to 2007, but 

recently available figures broken down by region show it has increased in the North of the country with the 

largest increase of 91% in our own area of Yorkshire.  It is not surprising, therefore, that it remains one of 

the commonest and most widespread species throughout the area; good numbers can be expected to turn up 

anywhere, either in the valleys or up on the moors.  High counts from walks in April and May this year 

included 27 between Barden Bridge and Waters Laithe, 19 around Hubberholme and Cray and 18 in the 

                                                 
43  It was very much a question ‘out of the frying pan……..’ since the significant difference this year was that the UK berry 

crop was also poor one, particularly for rowan and whitebeam, the waxwing's favourite food.  The locals had never seen an 

invasion pass through so quickly.  The Grampian ringing group have been ringing waxwing for 20 years and managed to colour 

ring 137 birds which were subsequently turning up in Yorkshire, Lancashire and Suffolk within only a few weeks of ringing – and 

with a remarkably high recovery rate of 1: 8.5. 
44  We are used to the occasional continental race of pied wagtail, as is reported elsewhere, but there was a rare record in East 
Yorkshire of the continental race of dipper in Eastern Europe in February: this lacks the chestnut band between the white breast and 
black stomach. 
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Halton Gill and Foxup area, and 15 in Norwood Bottom.  There were a number of records of breeding from 

across the area with juveniles seen between 11
th
 June and 15

th
 August.  It was well reported in gardens 

although it can be elusive and is often identified only by its penetrating song: people noted it was rarely 

seen on a regular basis and often with long gaps between sightings.   

DUNNOCK (Prunella modularis) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

This is a widespread and successful resident throughout the area and a common garden species. Juveniles 

were recorded between 23rd April and 15
th
 August including several in gardens.  Most people reporting the 

species visiting gardens noted they were by one or two birds daily, with a very occasional third adult bird 

present but six birds recorded in a Menston garden at the end of the year. 

ROBIN (Erithacus rubecula) (C) 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/increasing. 

A familiar and much-loved resident in good numbers throughout the area and doing well in England – and 

even better in Yorkshire, which reported a 90% increase since 1994, the highest of any English region.  The 

species has had an up-and-down period over the past two years: in 2007 the BTO CES survey reported that 

the number of robins was at an all-time high, presumably because they had improved access to 

invertebrates during the wet weather.  This year BTO have recorded a poor breeding season, with sightings 

down by 8%, because of the bad weather.  Identifying the juveniles of some species may sometimes prove 

a challenge to the average birder but there is no mistaking the young robin with its delightfully speckled 

front.  Juveniles were reported between 19
th
 May and 18

th
 August, many from people’s gardens.   

COMMON REDSTART (Phoenicurus phoenicurus)           072 Sightings/34 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing. 

This is a species which is doing rather well in the UK with the population up by 23% since 1994 (with an 

impressive 43% increase in England).  The species is recorded at a number of sites across the region with a 

higher proportion of sightings from the north. The strongholds for this species are in the Washburn, the 

Grassington woods and the top end of the Wharfe Valley, although good numbers were also reported 

elsewhere this year.  In the Washburn there were six in one of their strongholds in Folly Hall Wood. In the 

north eight were recorded on a BTO Atlas walk in Grass and Bastow Woods, and ten between Kettlewell 

and Buckden, mostly (8 of 10) on the eastern side of the river between Kettlewell and Starbotton
45

. Strid 

Wood is the site which always attracts the greatest number of non-locals looking for this species but it 

could raise only one singing male near the aqueduct this year, although there was a record of six singing in 

the Valley of Desolation. There were also 4 birds in Timble Ings. Reports of breeding were received from 

Timble Ings, Addingham Moorside, Strid Woods, Halton Gill, Hawkswick and Cam Head Beck, whilst a 

local ringer, Pete Roe, ringed six and seven juveniles (with no addled or predated eggs) in Low Snowden. 

WHINCHAT (Saxicola rubetra)             011 Sightings/06Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably in shallow decline. 

Both the whinchat and its close cousin, the stonechat, struggled in the decades after the last war because of 

habitat loss and/or cold winters.  However, the succession of warm winters in recent years has swung the 

balance massively in favour of the stonechat.  The whinchat is a long-range migrant wintering in sub-

Saharan Africa: 80 to 90% of stonechat migrate south in the winter (but only as far as the Mediterranean 

basin) with the remainder staying close to their breeding area.  I wrote last year about this pair of species 

and two others
46

, which involve either a resident, or short-range migrant and a long-range migrant.  Such is 

the importance of this issue and the rate of change in populations over the last decade that I will continue 

to make and update these comparisons each year for the time being.  Population trends (% change) over the 

period 1994-2007 (from the BTO BBS) are shown below for the stonechat and whinchat
47

: 
 

                                                 
45  Another ‘hot-spot’ in the north is along Langstrothdale, and high counts have been recorded in previous years by a reporter 
doing the ‘Postman’s walk’.  This was not done this year although there was a group of 4 was seen in Hubberholme Wood on a BTO 
Atlas walk. 
46  The three pairs are whinchat and stonechat, garden warbler and blackcap, and willow warbler and chiffchaff. 
47  Asterisked figures are statistically significant. 
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 Stonechat Whinchat 

UK 278 * -26 * 

England 216 * -25 

Yorkshire Not available Not available 

Scotland 254 * Not available 
 

In our area the stonechat is now not only more widespread but almost common on the moors, usually being 

recorded at between 28 and 33 sites, compared with 6 to 8 sites for the whinchat. The whinchat is now 

becoming a difficult bird to see in our area, only being recorded in small numbers at a few well-spaced 

locations in mid- and upper-Wharfedale (with just three sites in each region).  Breeding occurred at two 

sites in mid-Wharfedale, with two pairs at one of these sites.  The situation overseas is no better with 

reducing numbers in all northern European countries – even in Finland, where a large whinchat population 

still exists.   

COMMON STONECHAT (Saxicola torquata)           074 Sightings/32 Sites 

Part resident/scarce breeder/passage/winter visitor: population increasing. 

The diagram shows the increase in the UK’s stonechat population since 1994 based on BTO statistics.  The 

species is now becoming a relatively common moorland bird.  It is believed to have been widespread until 

the 1940s when harsher winters and habitat loss restricted 

them to the Gulf-Stream-warmed west coast.  It has 

recently been suggested that the 4-fold increase since 

1994, one of biggest increases for any species, is because 

warmer weather is allowing the species to expand back 

across its former range.  Locally, widespread records 

were received from the moors in mid-Wharfedale, the 

Washburn (where it was reported to be quite common – 

Peter Riley) and Upper Wharfedale, although a 

significant proportion (30%) of northern sightings came from Grimwith.  As usual, breeding was well 

reported with juveniles recorded between 9
th
 June and 5

th
 July with records including ones from the far 

north (Fleet Moss) and far west (Penyghent Fell), although the greatest numbers of breeding pairs recorded 

was from Barden Moor (where there may have been up to six pairs and where eight juveniles were 

recorded with nine adults on 4
th
 July).  

WHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe)             097 Sightings/41 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

It was very much an average year for this species with sightings received from the moors of mid-

Wharfedale and the Washburn and from upper-Wharfedale. This is one of the few species where there are 

significantly more records and a more widespread presence in upper Wharfedale. 60 records were received 

from the north (c.f. 37 from the south) with the species recorded at 26 sites in the north c.f. 15 in the south.  

There was an interesting start to the season for this species.  BTO described reports coming in in the first 

half of February of what must be considered as early migrants
48

. We had our own contribution when a 

BTO Atlas walk (Paul Jones) reported a female wheatear on 10
th
 February on Ilkley Moor (750 yards to the 

east of the Twelve Apostles). This was another species which got off to a slow start. The first ‘normal’ 

sighting was on Barden Fell on 20
th
 March, but it was to be almost three weeks before a count reached 

double figures – with ten recorded, needless to say, from Hebden Beck on 9
th
 April.  The highest count of 

the year was 18 adults and juveniles on Penyghent Fell on 30
th
 June. In mid-Wharfedale good counts were 

only two or three although there were (a very late) six at Whetstone Gate on 1
st
 September. There were 

numerous reports of breeding with juveniles reported between 17
th
 June and a late 27

th
 September. A pair 

was seen defending its patch as they mobbed a little owl at Yew Cougar Scar on 8
th
 June.   

RING OUZEL (Turdus torquatus)             012 Sightings/6 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population declining. 

This is a species whose distribution is sufficiently restricted that the BTO cannot estimate population and 

population trends using their usual surveys.  Sadly this species vies with the wood warbler for being the 

most likely candidate to be the next species to become extinct in our area.  The situation has deteriorated 

dramatically over the last three years, but this has been obscured somewhat by the number of early and late 

                                                 
48  This is slowly becoming an increasingly difficult call with the occasional bird of unlikely species recorded wintering in the UK.  
During this first half of February there were reports of garganey, stone curlew, sandwich terns, swallows, wheatear and ring ouzel. 
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sightings, presumably usually of passage birds.  The situation in the north appears to be deteriorating in the 

same way as happened in the south around 2005.  The following table shows the total number of sightings 

and sites over the last four years: 
 

 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Sightings 13 18 22 12 

Sites 7 9 12 6 
 

Quite a few of these records are of passage birds at the start and end of the season.  A pair was recorded at 

a traditional site in upper Wharfedale (on 13
th
 May) but with the only subsequent record being of a male on 

13
th
 May; a local resident who walked the area a number of times over the summer saw nothing for the first 

year ever. Further north there was a record of two singing birds on 5
th
 May. The only hopeful rumour was a 

second hand report that three birds had been seen at another site in upper Wharfedale and that a pair had 

bred there!  The only memorable event for this species was a group of seven passage birds at Nab End on 

Addingham Moorside on 18
th
 April.  During the year, Ian Court of the YDNPA reported that the last 

estimate had been of 200 pairs in Park and that this was of national significance, but that the population 

was threatened. 

BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula) (C) 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing. 

It remains a common and widespread breeding bird across the whole area; it is present throughout the year, 

with winter numbers being enhanced by the influx of continental migrants
49

.  It is a species which is very 

much more evident at some times of year than others, as can be seen for the maximum totals for Otley 

(where it was recorded on every visit) and three members’ gardens where it was a daily visitor: 
 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Otley 4 6 9 8 15 5 3 4 6 10 30 32 

Menston garden 9 8 6 5 3 6 2 2 4 5 2 12 

Burley garden 5 4 2 2 2 2 7 7 2 1 2 6 

Ilkley garden 6 6 3 4 4 3 4 4 5 2 3 3 
 

Large counts can be made in most parts of the area at the right time of the year – in January there were ten 

at Ben Rhydding gravel pits and nine in Hawkswick during a BTO Atlas walk, 15 in Norwood Bottom in 

February: the highest count of the year was of 35 in Middleton Woods on 19
th
 May and 20 between Barden 

bridge and Water’s Laithe on 4
th
 June: at the end of the year there were 20+ at Hebden on 4

th
 November, 

20 around Brickhouse Farm near Otley on 7
th
 December and 16 in Middleton Woods on the 19

th
.  There 

were widespread reports of breeding, including a good number of records from members’ gardens, with 

young seen between 20
th
 April and 19

th
 August.   

FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris)              111 Sightings/57 Sites 

Common winter/passage visitor. 

The species is well reported throughout the region.   There were frequent reports of flocks at the start of the 

year (in January) but not in very large numbers and rarely reaching three figures.  There were 110 at 

Hoodstorth on the 2
nd

, 150 at Barden View Point on 27
th
, and 300+ on Barden Fell on 28

th
. For the next 

two months sightings were generally of flocks of a few tens of birds or small groups in single figures with 

the largest count being ~200 along the Dales Way at Oughtershaw on 28
th
 February (and with only one 

other count in three figures). Numbers only started to build up during April immediately prior to departure, 

when there were large flocks of 350 in the Washburn on the 2
nd

, 800 at Hebden on the 6
th
 and 450 at 

Hawkswick on the 12
th
 with the last record a flock at Middleton on 19

th
.  The number of fieldfares arriving 

from Russia and Scandinavia (birds in Scotland come from Iceland) is far more variable than the numbers 

of redwing since only a proportion migrate depending on the numbers of berries: in our area sightings have 

been fairly steady in the last four years apart from 2006/7 winter which was a poor one.  As usual redwings 

were the first to arrive in the UK in the autumn with sightings during the last ten days of September.  

Locally the peak count of redwing over several of the BOG ‘vis-mig’ sites (to the south of Keighley) was 

15,000 on 18
th
 October (with birds heading west or south-west).  Fieldfare numbers were initially small but 

                                                 
49

 BTO reported that the species had had a poor breeding season and that numbers had been low but had picked up after easterly 

winds in the first half of November, coupled with clear skies over Scandinavia, had brought in large numbers (along with 

woodcock and goldcrests). 
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sightings became more frequent as the month progressed with a peak of 1,100 over one of the ‘vis-mig’ 

sites on the 29
th
. The first local records were of a flock of 100 over Otley town on the 18

th
 (with small 

groups seen later the same day at the Wetlands), with the first record in the north being of a single bird at 

Conistone on 22
nd

.  Thereafter there were a number of records of large flocks from right across the region 

during the first half of November including 335 at Whetstone Gate on 3
rd

, 500 at Hebden on the 4
th
, 300 at 

Yockenthwaite on 7
th
, 600 over Ben Rhydding on the 9

th
 and 500 at Timble on the 12

th
.  Throughout this 

period there were few flocks of redwing and any mixed flocks were predominantly fieldfares.  There were 

several reports of flocks in fields adjacent to members’ gardens but only one from Ilkley of several feeding 

on a cherry tree in the garden in mid-November, whilst in late October a Burley member reported a 

thrilling event as a sparrowhawk snatched a bird from a flock of 13 fieldfare overflying her house. 

 

SONG THRUSH (Turdus philomelos)             124 Sightings/51 Sites 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population still apparently increasing. 

The latest BTO figures show that the recovery of the Song Thrush is continuing, with an 18% increase in 

numbers in the UK since 1994 (and 23% in Yorkshire).  The Song Thrush underwent a dramatic decline 

from the early -70s which levelled off in the -90s.  This decline was driven by the falling survival rates of 

juveniles in their first year of life, caused by agricultural intensification, the drainage of damp ground and 

the depletion of woodland shrub layers through canopy closure and deer browsing.  This year there were 

extensive sightings throughout the region along with regular garden reports.  Most sightings were of one or 

two birds, although good numbers were often clocked up on walks across the region, e.g. eight around 

Hubberholme and Cray and in Strid Woods, and six in Norwood Bottom and between Appletreewick and 

Water’s Laithe.  There were numerous records of breeding; the first record of nest building was 10
th
 April, 

of adults carrying food 4
th
 May, whilst juveniles were recorded between 31

st
 May and 4

th
 August.  The 

species was well recorded in members’ gardens with over half of these seeing young in the garden. 

REDWING (Turdus iliacus)              070 Sightings/38 Sites 

Common winter/passage visitor. 

This species was recorded throughout the region, but numbers were much smaller than for fieldfare both at 

the start and the end of the year.  There were as many sightings of small groups with counts in single 

figures as there were of larger flocks with counts in the 10s: there was only one exceptionally large group 

(by comparison) of 200 at Burnsall on 17
th
 February (with the next highest count being of only 60 east of 

Otley on 29
th
 January). The last record was of two birds at Kex Gill on 15

th
 March amongst a flock of 

fieldfare heading north. The large numbers arriving in the autumn and being registered over the BOG ‘vis-

mig’ sites (see fieldfare entry) didn’t spend long with us. The first record was of 20+ at Timble Ings on 5
th
 

October, a more usual two weeks before the fieldfare (compared with the unusual situation in 2007 when 

the fieldfares arrived very early and only one day after the redwings). Thereafter for the rest of the year 

numbers were sparse compared with the numbers of fieldfare, either in single-species or mixed-species 

flocks. There were few three figure counts: these included 100 at Timble Ings on 1
st
 November and 22

nd
, 

and at Hebden Beck on the 4
th
; the highest autumn count was of 180 at Ben Rhydding on the 9

th
. The 

redwing is a hesitant visitor to gardens, although it was a lot more common visitor than the fieldfare with 

records with records of up to three in two gardens at the start of the year. They were recorded at six 

gardens in the autumn, but again only up to three: in my own I drew back the curtains one morning whilst 

it was still almost dark outside and was surprised to see a single bird hopping around on the lawn with 

several blackbirds. 

MISTLE THRUSH (Turdus viscivorus)            104 Sightings/54 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing. 

The species is widespread throughout the region and doing well, although 

there has been a slight decline nationally.  It is easily observed virtually 

throughout the year, although does become rather more elusive when 

moulting in summer.  It is slightly less recorded than the song thrush and 

possibly with not quite such an extensive coverage in the north of the 

region.  It is usually recorded in ones and twos although there were 

September records of 15 at Windy Nick (Addingham Moorside) and 14 on 

wires above the fields leading up to March Ghyll reservoir: there was a 

group of six in a field to the west of Middleton Woods in May.  There were 

several reports of breeding with nest building recorded from 7
th
 April and juveniles observed between 3rd 

(BOG) 
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May and 16
th
 July.  There were a lot fewer garden records reported (only 5 c.f. 17 reporting song thrushes) 

and there were two records of juveniles, for one of which it was reported the young had left nest around 3
rd

 

May and that subsequently the parents were dive-bombing anything that went near them. 

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locuctella naevia)           008 Sightings/02 Sites 

Rare visitor. 

It was perhaps too much to hope that we could improve on last year’s season with records from four sites.  

Nevertheless, this was the third year in a row in which this rare species has been reported locally and only 

the sixth year of sightings since 1976.  There were also some very positive features about this year’s 

records from two sites.  Firstly, the record from Grimwith on 8
th
 May was the third year in succession from 

this site, although the bird this year was at a different location around the reservoir, being heard reeling in 

the reed beds in the SW corner (Derek and Brenda Parkin, Ernie Scarfe).  Secondly, the other record from 

Timble produced ‘sightings’ over an extended period between 3
rd

 and 22
nd

 July and with two birds heard 

on two occasions (Karen Bullimore, Simon Goodwin, Peter Riley, Pete Roe, Ernie Scarfe).  Historically, 

well over half the records (58%) have been from May with only 14% records in July. 

SEDGE WARBLER (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus)            015 Sightings/07 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant: population stable, possibly increasing. 

The species is well established in the region – albeit in a small way.  However, this was not the best of 

seasons and there was no positive confirmation of breeding, although it was suspected.  Its stronghold 

remains Otley although it seemed a poor year there with most of the records of only one or two birds, 

although there were a couple of May records received of four or five birds.  Also, after a build-up of 

presence at Fewston and a breeding record last year there were no sightings from there this year.  The other 

records from mid-Wharfedale were of single sightings in April – at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits on 26
th
 and 

of two singing males at Pool on the 28
th
 – and of a singing bird at Lower Barden Reservoir on 29

th
 June.  In 

upper Wharfedale there were 2 birds at Grimwith on 7
th
 May which is beginning to prove a reliable site for 

this species, although breeding has yet to be proven.  Unusually, there were two other records from the 

north, probably passage birds, with a bird singing in a Grassington garden on 8
th
 May and another singing 

in marshlands to the west of Linton on 29
th
 August. 

REED WARBLER (Acrocephalus scirpaceus)             012 Sightings/01 Sites 

Passage visitor/Scarce breeding migrant. 

The species is now a regular visitor to a single site in our area, namely Otley, so that it is easy to forget that 

it was a rarity until 2002, when it made the first of its annual visits.  Then there was a fleeting glimpse, to 

be followed the following year by the first record of breeding.  Prior to 2002 this species had only been 

recorded very irregularly (six times after it was first seen in 1963
50

) up until it started its regular visits.  The 

maximum count of singing males, three, was down from the four of the last two years.  There was no 

evidence of breeding this year. 

LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia curruca)             001 Sightings/01Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population fluctuates but currently in decline. 

The species has been recorded in the area each year for many years but is now in serious decline.  Apart 

from a particularly good year in 2004 when the bird was recorded at 5 sites, the more usual number of sites 

is only two or three.  The timing of looking for this species is of the essence since it sings for only two 

weeks, a remarkably short time for a warbler! This year the only record was from the most consistently 

reliable site on Quarry Hill, above Lindley Wood, on 2
nd

 May (Peter Riley). 

COMMON WHITETHROAT (Sylvia communis)           014 Sightings/06 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

The season failed to live up to last year’s remarkable record of sightings from 11 sites with the number 

back to a more usual six.  The main concentration is between Otley and Knotford Nook with Gallows Hill 

the most reliable place to see this species in our area: this year there were sightings to the west with an 

early one from Ben Rhydding Gravel pits of two birds heard on 30
th
 April, a male singing at Sun Lane on 

26
th
 May and a bird on Draughton Heights on 9

th
 June.  In the main area there were two birds each at 

Knotford and Gallows Hill and a single bird at Otley.  There were no records of breeding this year. 

GARDEN WARBLER (Sylvia borin)             054 Sightings/22 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable. 

                                                 
50  By comparison, the sedge warbler was first recorded in 1949 and has been seen virtually every year since then, i.e. in 51 years. 
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Most average birders struggle to differentiate between the songs of this species and the blackcap but there 

are other quite significant differences between them and it is of interest to compare the situation for these 

two species – as we did for the stonechat and whinchat.  The garden warbler is a long-range migrant 

wintering in sub-Saharan Africa whilst the blackcap is a medium-range migrant wintering around the 

Mediterranean basin.  The more hazardous journey of the long-range migrant is reflected in the population 

statistics.  Population trends (% change) over the period 1994-2007 (from the BTO BBS) are shown below 

for the two species
51

: 
 

 Blackcap Garden Warbler 

UK 62 * -5 

England 51 * -11 

Yorkshire 85 * Not available 

Scotland 146 * Not available 
 

In our area the blackcap is more widespread, being recorded usually at between 38 and 40 sites, roughly 

twice the number of 18 to 20 sites for the garden warbler.  The garden warbler is found fairly widely across 

Mid Wharfedale and around Grassington in Upper Wharfedale but with welcome sightings this year from 

Conistone and Foxup (10
th
 and 20

th
 May respectively).  Despite the gloomy warnings there was some 

increase both in the number of sightings and the number of sites where they were recorded with comments 

this year being that the species appeared quite common and that there were good numbers in the Washburn 

again (Peter Riley).  Several high figures were recorded, more usually in the south and usually in May.  

There were nine between Lindley Wood and Folly Hall on the 2
nd

, four or five at Ben Rhydding gravel pits 

on the 3
rd

, three at Otley from the 4
th
, and 4+ at Grass Wood on the 8

th
 (and a further 2 in Lower Grass 

Wood on the 14
th
); in addition there were 5 at Gallows Hill on 24

th
 June.  There was a big reduction in the 

records of breeding with only one this year of a bird carrying food at Farnley Lake on 16
th
 June. 

BLACKCAP (Sylvia atricapilla)             102 Sightings/37 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor/winter visitor: population increasing. 

The species is distributed throughout much of the region, although there were proportionately more records 

from across mid-Wharfedale.  However, whilst there were good numbers of sightings in the Grassington, 

Grass Wood and Hebden area, records are limited from further up the valley with two records from the 

eastern end of Langstrothdale and a single record from Arncliffe in Littondale, all three of single birds.  

The season got off to a slow start with only four recorded between Lindley Wood and Folly Hall on 22
nd

 

April, probably the easiest place to see this species (compared with seven on the shorter walk to Dob Park 

on 18
th
 last year), but this count had jumped to 12 on 2

nd
 May.  Elsewhere, there were good counts of 10 on 

a circuit of Strid Woods on the 4
th
, five in a Swinsty Plantation on the 6

th
, seven at Farnley Lake on the 14

th
 

and five at Otley on the 20
th
; in the north, there was a peak count of four singing males in Grass Wood on 

the 31
st
 (and earlier 2 in Lower Grass Wood on the 9

th
). A bird was seen carrying nesting material at Ben 

Rhydding gravel pits on 26
th
 April with a number of sightings of juveniles recorded between 17

th
 June and 

2
nd

 September. There were records of the species in 10 gardens.  It is seen as primarily a winter visitor to 

gardens when it modifies its summer feeding habits to accommodate to the food available but there were 

also a surprising number of spring and summer records from Otley, Middleton, Ilkley and Addingham.  It 

was a good year for wintering birds. At the start of the year one or two birds were regular in Burley and 

Ilkley gardens and occasional in a Menston garden. After a quiet start to the winter with a couple of 

sightings in an Addingham garden in October and November, there was a burst of activity at the year’s end 

with brief sightings from 4 gardens between 27
th
 and 30

th
 Dec. from Burley, Ilkley and Addingham(2). 

WOOD WARBLER (Phylloscopus sibilatrix)             011 Sightings/03 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant: population declining at an accelerating rate in recent years. 

There continues to be a catastrophic decline in the national population of this species
52

 which is matched 

by what is happening in our area.  Not only did the number of sites at which they were recorded fall from 

the four of the last three years to only three but, more alarmingly, numbers also crashed at the remaining 

sites.  The grim situation over the recent years is summarised in the following table: 
 

                                                 
51  Asterisked figures are statistically significant. 
52  The crash in UK population since 1994 is the second worst of all species.  Sadly the list of species contains many of our 
favourites.  The ‘top 5’ are willow tit (-77%), wood warbler (-67%), turtle dove (-66%), spotted flycatcher (-59%) and pied flycatcher (-54%).  
The population trends cannot be meaningfully calculated for rare and fairly local species such as ring ouzel. 
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 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Sighting records received ? 15 25 23 17 35 11 

Sites ? 5 9 4 4 4 3 

Max count  in Strid Woods 17 10 6 3 3 5 1 (2?) 
 

The optimism of last year when there had been some recovery in numbers proved unsustainable.  The main 

site remains Strid Wood but although a couple of reliable sources recorded two singing birds, most people 

only heard one – a great disappointment after the five singing males last year.  The optimism at Grass 

Wood where there were four singing males last year was also dashed. A single bird was heard singing from 

30
th
 April for three weeks before it de-camped to Netherside Hall: it was subsequently recorded back on 

the original side of the river.  There was a single record of the bird being joined by a second singing bird in 

Lower Grass Wood on 6
th
 June and the last record was from Grass Wood on 21

st
 July.  There were no 

records this year from the previously reliable Heber’s Ghyll, whilst there was another blank year in Dob 

Park Wood, which in the not too distant past was a reliable site for this species in the Washburn.  On 

present trends we must probably now begin to face up to the prospect of this species becoming extinct in 

our area in the next couple of years. 

CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus collybita)            119 Sightings/33 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage/winter visitor: population increasing. 

This species and the willow warbler are another pair which it is worth looking at together.  The chiffchaff 

winters over a wide range of latitudes along the migration path through southern Europe and northern 

Africa to south of the Sahara.  The willow warbler is a long-range migrant wintering in sub-Saharan 

Africa.  Population trends (% change) over the period 1994 - 2007 (from the BTO BBS) are shown below 

for the two species
53

: 
 

 Chiffchaff Willow Warbler 

UK 46 * 1 

England 44 * -27 * 

Yorkshire 80 * 3 

Scotland 217 * 31 * 
 

This relative decline in the population of willow warbler relative to the chiffchaff is not yet readily 

apparent in our area where the willow warbler is the more widespread of the two species recorded at an 

average of 44 sites compared with 34 sites for the  chiffchaff.  To some extent this can be explained by the 

much greater presence of the willow warbler in upper Wharfedale
54

.  The chiffchaff appears to be doing 

very well in the south of the area.  Reports were received from suitable sites (on lower ground) throughout 

the Washburn and mid-Wharfedale.  There were only four records of single birds from the north – early 

records from Kettlewell and Scargill House (3
rd

 April) and then from Foxup and Grass Wood in the latter 

part of May.  This was another species with a significantly delayed arrival time with the first sighting not 

until 27
th
 March, two weeks later than last year.  Counts subsequently built up slowly: at Farnley Lake 

three were recorded on the 27
th
 and there were six there just five days later, whilst along Norwood Bottom 

three on the 29
th
 had increased to 14 by the 9

th
 April.  As usual breeding records for this species are rare: a 

nest was found at Middleton and a family of six were observed at Beecroft Plantation, Fewston on 18
th
 

July.  There were no records this year of wintering birds from the Washburn or Otley.  The species was 

recorded in an impressive eight gardens in Farnley, Otley, Burley (a regular pair in May), Middleton (an 

impressive four birds in August), Ilkley (2) and Addingham (with the last local record of the season on 15
th
 

October).  The BTO is now starting to receive more frequent records of this species in gardens through the 

winter months but this is almost certainly in the south.  Unlike the blackcap, the chiffchaff does not make 

regular use of supplementary foods on offer at garden feeding stations so is much more dependent on mild 

weather and continued activity of small invertebrates. 

WILLOW WARBLER (Phylloscopus trochilus)           103 Sightings/47 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable/possibly increasing. 

Records were received from across the region: unlike other warblers it seems quite happy to spread up onto 

the moors and one of the highest counts was again from Grimwith (at just over 1,100 feet altitude) with a 

                                                 
53  Asterisked figures are statistically significant. 
54  The difference here is quite significant.  Only 4/33 of the sites where the chiffchaff was recorded were in the north: the 
equivalent figures for the willow warbler were 19 and 47! 
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circuit producing 20 on the 7
th
 May. High counts (predominantly of singing males) continue to be recorded 

throughout region (and I have included a number of records to reinforce this point) including Grass Wood 

(10+) on 22
nd

 April, Barden Moor (16) on 25
th
, Norwood Bottom (12) on 2

nd
 May, Cray and Hubberholme 

(13) on 3
rd

, Valley of Desolation (13) on the 4
th
, Timble Ings (22) on 13

th
 and Ilkley Moor (15-20) on 23

rd
.  

As with the chiffchaff, records of breeding are few and far between but there were rather more than usual 

this year. Birds were recorded nest-building on 12
th
 May, carrying food between 30

th
 May and 4

th
 July, 

with juveniles observed at three sites during July. There were fewer garden records than for the previous 

species, four gardens (Otley, Burley, Ilkley and Addingham) compared with eight, with an observer in 

Burley noting it was an unusual species for the garden.  The Addingham garden had the unusual record of 

having both the last chiffchaff and willow warbler (29
th
 September) recorded in the area. 

GOLDCREST (Regulus regulus)             093 Sightings/37 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population increasing. 

Although resident, local movement does occur particularly in prolonged cold weather: this is another bird 

that has benefited from the absence of harsh winters.  The species is unobtrusive and elusive but is more 

likely to be seen during the winter months with only 20% of sightings during the four summer months
55

.  

However, it appears to be present, and doing well (as it is doing nationally), throughout the recording area 

at suitable sites, particularly around stands of conifers, although it was distinctly less-well reported from 

the north.  The local birds are augmented by continental ones and the first autumn record of good numbers 

arriving along the east coast was in late September when there was high pressure over Scandinavia and 

easterly winds. They obviously subsequently arrived in our area in early October with one of our local 

ringers, Andy Jowett, ringing ~40 on the 5
th
 at Timble Ings and 11 recorded in Sheepshaw Plantation in the 

Valley of Desolation: the numbers of records submitted in October and November were the highest of the 

year.  There were four breeding records – of juveniles at Timble Ings and Grass Wood in mid June, from 

Middleton in mid-July and Greenfield in early August.  There were a surprising number (10) of birds 

reported visiting gardens. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa striata)           068 Sightings/41 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population decreasing at accelerating rate but with a good 

presence in the north of the region. 

This species loses out on two counts – it is a woodland species 

and it is a long range migrant – and the recent population trend 

is grim, as can be seen in adjacent attached chart.  BTO figures 

show that the decline has been 59% since 1994 with a 

disastrous fall of 41% between 2006 and 2007.  The local 

statistics are certainly holding up better than the nationally 

ones.  This species remains much easier to see in upper- than 

in mid-Wharfedale.  It is one of the few species (like the 

wheatear) where there are significantly more sightings from 

more sites in the north than the south, even though there are 

only ⅓ of the total number of sightings from that region
56

.  In the north records were received from right 

across the region, except for Grimwith; in the south, lower Washburn was probably the most reliable place 

to see this species, although a number of people relied on finding the pair at Barden.  Considering the 

status of this species the large number of breeding records (20) was rather surprising although, on the down 

side, three nests at one site were all predated and one at another site was abandoned, whilst there were no 

breeding records from two traditional sites in mid-Wharfedale.  Juveniles were recorded between 21
st
 June 

and 29
th
 August.  It is one of the most delightful of species to find fly-catching in one’s garden and four 

gardens were lucky enough to be so visited with one reported nest building, subsequently abandoned: 

records were received from Farnley, Denton, Addingham and Beamsley.  Various studies during the year 

on this species reported that garden nests were producing twice as many juveniles as those in woodland 

and farmland habitats suggesting either that the latter habitats are sub-optimal or that predation levels are 

higher.  The mortality of first year birds has also increased.   

                                                 
55  As I write this the cold spell has brought my first garden sighting for 2½ years on 7th December since when it has been in 
almost daily evidence for the rest of the year. 
56  43 records were received from the north (c.f. 25 from the south) with the species recorded at 22 sites in the north c.f. 19 in 

the south.   
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PIED FLYCATCHER (Ficedula hypoleuca)            034 Sightings/12 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly declining. 

The predicament of this species is only marginally better than for the previous one (with a 54% reduction 

since 1994 c.f. 59%).  People now generally rely on one of three sites to see this species: 75% of records 

come from Strid Wood and Folly Hall Wood in the south and Grass and Lower Grass woods in the north.  

There were occasional sightings from Hanging Woods and Swinsty in the Washburn, and the Valley of 

Desolation and along the stretch of river north of Barden Bridge.  In addition Pete Roe has nest boxes in 

mid-Washburn at Folly Hall, Low Snowden and Dob Park Wood, and also in Middleton Woods.  The 

highest counts of singing males at the major sites were 10 at Strid Woods (c.f. 9 in 2007 and 5 in 2006), 

three or four at Grass/Lower Grass Wood (c.f. 4 in 2007 and 5 in 2006) and 4 at Folly Hall Wood (c.f. 5 in 

2007 and 2 in 2006).  There were two records of juveniles in Strid Woods in mid June but the main 

breeding records come from Pete Roe’s nest boxes.  There were 10 nests in boxes this year c.f. 8 last year 

but these only produced 54 juveniles c.f. 51, i.e. a productivity of 5.4 c.f. 6.4. 

LONG TAILED TIT (Aegithalos caudatus)            141 Sightings/41 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population increasing. 

This species breeds early, which resulted in a good breeding season nationally in 2007 compared with blue 

tits which were caught in the heavy rains but which also resulted in a distinct shortage of caterpillars
57

.  

Surveys during the subsequent BTO Winter Atlas were to report winter tit flocks dominated by long-tailed 

tits rather than the usual blue tits.  They were seen throughout mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, the 

latter appearing to be something of a stronghold for them and where they were reported to be plenty around 

(Peter Riley).  There were regular reports from the Grassington area but the species is generally 

significantly less common in the north with records as far up as Birks Wood just north off Starbotton, but 

no records were received from Grimwith, Littondale or Langstrothdale.  There were numerous reports of 

medium-sized flocks, the biggest being flocks of 28 at Beecroft Plantation (Fewston) in July and in 

Norwood Bottom and at Barden View Point in October.  Several breeding records were received with birds 

observed nest building on 25
th
 February and 22

nd
 April and with juveniles recorded between 4

th
 June and 

2
nd

 July.  Almost 60% of people sending garden records observed the species, although they were generally 

seen only weekly or less frequently.   Double-figure garden flocks were recorded in several gardens, 

usually in the early months, from Otley (January and November), Addingham (January), Ilkley (January), 

Burley (February) and Denton (March) and there were several records of breeding activity and sightings of 

juveniles. 

MARSH TIT (Parus palustris)              001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder (?): significant decline in recent. 

Although this species is recorded in most years, sightings remain few and far between.  There was a bird 

on the feeders in a Beamsley garden on 14
th
 September and again on the 19

th
 (Graham Foggitt and Anna 

Powell) – a new bird for the garden and one of three firsts there in 2008.  Last year a bird was seen 

regularly in an Ilkley garden and in 2005 a bird was seen in a Burley garden.  How many other marsh tits 

come into our gardens without being noticed, I wonder?  I saw one in a Litton garden in 2004 and reported 

it to a surprisingly relaxed garden owner.  The only reliable site where this species has been regularly 

observed over many years is Birks Wood
58

 below Buckden.  A long-term member of the WNS, Michael 

Bell, who birded Upper Wharfedale regularly in the late 1960s and -70s recorded the species in several 

sites around Buckden and often from Birks Wood.  There were fairly regular records from another site this 

year just outside the area: birds were seen around the overflow of Beaverdyke Dam on 20
th
 April, 8

th
 

August and 16
th
 November (BOG). 

WILLOW TIT (Parus montanus)              No sightings this year 

Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder (?): dramatic national decline in recent decades mirrored here. 

This species has seen a massive population decline of 66% in the UK since 1994.  In our area there were 

no records for the second year running: another couple of years of this situation and we will soon have to 

reluctantly accept the species is, in all probability, extinct in our area. 

COAL TIT (Parus ater)               093 Sightings/44 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population increasing. 

                                                 
57  The BTO CES survey reported the long-tailed tit productivity was 43% up on the long term average whilst the blue tit figure 
was -47%! 
58  The wood is private but the birds can be observed from the nearby Dales Way. 
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It appears to be doing well at suitable sites throughout the area and was frequently reported in gardens, 

usually in ones and twos, although several people reported good numbers in the garden (up to 6) as well as 

‘manic behaviour’ during October when they were also well represented on the Otley feeders (where they 

are not usually terribly common). 60% of members providing comprehensive garden records this year 

reported them in their gardens with 15% reporting young. It is rarely seen in large numbers, although there 

appeared to be a significant number (~10) in a tit flock of on the Chevin in late September (and there was 

also a large number reported in a tit flock in the same location last year in February).  The first positive 

evidence of breeding was of a pair collecting wool for nesting on 2
nd

 April.  There were several reports of 

juveniles between 11
th
 June and 4

th
 July. 

GREAT TIT (Parus major) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

Clearly very common, widespread and successful throughout the region, although rarely the most common 

small bird (which is usually the blue tit or chaffinch) - it continues to be well reported in members’ 

gardens.  There were several records of good numbers with a garden in Middleton immersed in up to 17 in 

March and 10 in August, whilst walks in February recorded 37 in Strid Woods, 25 between Lindley Wood 

and Swinsty and 19 on the Chevin (with 25 in Middleton Woods in May): in the north 26 were recorded on 

a circuit of Grass Wood in April.  The first record of nest building was in a Burley garden on 11
th
 April.  

This was followed by numerous records of young between 1
st
 June (Ilkley garden) and 5

th
 August (Gallows 

Hill).  There were a slightly above average number (37) of Pete Roe’s boxes occupied in mid-Wharfedale 

(the Washburn and around Middleton Woods) with the number of eggs per nest 6.97, only very slightly 

higher than last year (6.94).   What was surprising in view of the appalling breeding record nationally in 

2007 was that the young produced per nest was significantly less than in 2007, i.e. 5.16
59

 c.f. 6.24 and the 

worst since the very poor season of 2005. Some interesting results were published during the year on work 

carried out by Oxford and Edinburgh Universities.  They had been studying great tits in Wytham Woods 

near Oxford for 47 years.  The work showed that birds were modifying their behaviour in response to 

climate change.  They are laying eggs, on average, two weeks earlier than 50 years ago in order to benefit 

from the caterpillar bonanza which is also occurring two weeks earlier. 

BLUE TIT (Parus caeruleus) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

One of the commonest small birds both in the wild and in gardens, with young birds widely reported in 

gardens in the summer.  Despite this assertion and the one under great tits that blue tits are the commoner 

species, the results of similar 2008 walks to those listed under great tits did not entirely bear this out.  

Equivalent figures at the start of the year were 38 blue tits in Strid Woods (c.f. 37), 25 in Middleton Woods 

(c.f. 25), 16 between Lindley Wood and Swinsty (c.f. 25) and 15 on the Chevin (c.f. 19): an April circuit of 

Grass Wood produced 26 (c.f. 26).  Counts during several BTO Atlas walks in Upper Wharfedale at the 

start of the year emphasised how critical local gardens were to sustaining populations.  For example, 6 tits 

were seen on feeders in both Hubberholme and Cray but with only one other bird seen in the countryside.  

Around Hawkswick in Littondale there were 15 birds in village gardens, five at Arncliffe Cote but only 

two birds in nearby woods and surrounding countryside.  There were numerous records of breeding.  Birds 

collecting nesting material were recorded between 15
th
 April and 6

th
 May.  Juveniles were recorded 

between 26
th
 May and 7

th
 August. 37 of Pete Roe’s boxes were occupied in mid-Wharfedale (the Washburn 

and around Middleton Woods) but the number of eggs per nest was 8.11, down on last year’s 8.35.  The 

numbers of fledged young per nest were even worst than those for great tits, i.e. 5.65
60

 c.f. 6.79 and was 

the worst productivity during the five years for which nest records have been 

available.  BTO figures during the year emphasised the difficulty of tracking just 

what is happening in these changing times – and the need to look dispassionately at 

the results of as many surveys as are available.  The results showed that blue tit 

productivity has been declining throughout 25 years of a major ringing survey (the 

CES, the Constant Effort Site), culminating in worst ever figure in 2007 whilst, at 

the same time, population has continued to climb.  Could this be due, the BTO 

speculated, to increased winter survival? 

                                                 
59  There were two nests where the eggs were deserted and one containing 9 dead young, which was rather worst than last year. 
60  The number of dead young was even worst than for great tits.  As for great tits, there were two nests where the eggs were 
deserted but three nests containing 11, 7 and 7 dead young. 

(BOG) 
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NUTHATCH (Sitta europaea)              098 Sightings/46 Sites 

Locally common breeding resident: population probably stable. 

This species appears to be doing well throughout most of Wharfedale and the Washburn although there 

were no records from Grimwith: the species is typically recorded at between 35 and 40 sites.  The re-

colonisation of Washburn is now well established and good numbers were again reported from there, 

whilst they have also been reported to be common in Grass Wood and with good numbers in Strid Woods.  

The most surprising place where this species has been absent is Otley, where there have been no records 

since recording there got underway in the first part of the 1980’s – until this year when the ‘duck’ was 

broken on 15
th
  June (Ernie Scarfe).  The value of the feeders, maintained by Pat Limb, was re-enforced 

when the species was recorded there again on the 13
th
 and 19

th
 July.  Good numbers were reported in 

Middleton Woods (7 in February) and Strid Woods (9 in April).  There were several records of breeding 

with juveniles recorded between 3
rd

 June and 24
th
 August.  A female which raised seven juveniles from 

eight eggs in the Farnley area had been ringed previously in 2007, whilst a family of five juveniles was 

seen in a wood near Lindley Wood on 23
rd

 June.  16 people (out of 39) reported the species in their gardens 

although they were generally regarded as being irregular visitors and primarily in the winter months at the 

start of the year (but with few sightings at the end): a March sighting in a Burley garden was a new species 

for the garden despite the fact the members had been living there for quite a few years.  There were five 

garden records of juveniles.   

TREECREEPER (Certhia familiaris)             063 Sightings/27 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing. 

The species is rather less obvious than the nuthatch and records were certainly short 

this year (with only 80% of the average number of sightings/sites of recent years) – can 

we assume that the very poor breeding season in 2007 discussed in the introduction 

accounted for this?  Nevertheless, it is widely reported from the south of the region, 

where it is present throughout much of the area with a good number of sightings in the 

Washburn and in Middleton and Strid woods.  Records were distinctly scarce from the 

north and the main reason for this year’s shortfall of records (there were only 5 - 3 from 

around Grassington, from Kettlewell and from Birks Wood).  The species is rarely 

reported in large numbers, usually only in ones and twos; the highest count was of 5 in 

Middleton Woods in March.  Birds were seen carrying nesting material at Lindley 

Wood on 12
th
 April and food on 29

th
 May in Strid Woods and on the 31

st
 in Grass 

Wood.   An adult was seen feeding flying young in Dob Park Wood during the summer. 

The presence of this species in gardens is very rare so it is a little surprising there were 

five records from gardens including garden first from Addingham: I was lucky to see 

one from my window – but sadly in was scuffling up the trunk of an apple tree next door! 

JAY (Garrulus glandarius)              100 Sightings/34 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

They are widespread and successful throughout the south of the region, but quite rare in Upper 

Wharfedale, possibly linked to the generally sparser woodland cover.  It was interesting that the northern 

presence, which was centred on Grass Wood and stretched down to Grassington, was quite prolonged with 

regular sightings stretching between 5
th
 January and 15

th
 June and with a single autumn sighting in 

October.  Most of the records were of one and sometimes two birds but there was also a possible sighting 

of four in Grass Wood on 16
th
 April.  In the south many of the sightings were of single birds but there was 

a record of a group of nine birds together at Coney Warren (Barden Fell) on 10
th
 November; there were 

also five birds in the Valley of Desolation on 15
th
 March and four at Dob Park Bridge, at Otley, in 

Middleton Woods and over an Addingham garden. There was only one record of breeding with a family of 

five regularly in an Addingham garden during the summer.  It was rather surprising that birds were seen in 

12 gardens and in most months of the year, although records showed the bird was usually a rare visitor and 

it was a probable first for an Addingham garden. 

MAGPIE (Pica pica) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable but increasing in urban environment. 

This species is widespread and common throughout the region with, unlike the jay, a reasonable presence 

in Upper Wharfedale, where they are described as being common around Grassington.  It is a species 

which is seen far more than it is reported with so much year to year variability in the records received that 

it is impossible to draw any firm conclusions on status or trends, although this seemed a fairly average 
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year.  After this year’s record of the first nuthatch at Otley, there was another rare record – of a magpie in 

the Bolton Abbey Estate, the first submitted record since 2003!  The species was well reported in 

members’ gardens, with a maximum of six in an Ilkley garden (in February) and with two or three fairly 

regular.  The highest counts were from Otley where there were regular high counts with a maximum of 13 

on the 26
th
 October, when eight were reported feeding on rabbit remains; there were also 11 in a single tree 

at Sun Lane on 27
th
 January and 10 were counted between Lindley Wood and Swinsty on 26

th
 May.  Birds 

were observed collecting nesting material in gardens in Burley on 26
th
 March and Menston on 2

nd
 May, 

whilst a juvenile was trapped in a squirrel cage in an Ilkley garden on 22
nd

 August. 

JACKDAW (Corvus monedula) (C) 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing. 

BTO Statistics continue to show corvids are flourishing.  Last year I reported that numbers of jackdaws 

have almost doubled since the 1960s and were up in England by 40% since 1994.  This year statistics were 

issued for the first time, which show regional trends for a number of the commoner species: this species 

has increased by 225% in Yorkshire since 1994
61

.  This would appear to support the impression that it is 

probably the most obvious bird in Wharfedale.  Large flocks running into hundreds, and often mixed with 

rooks, are everywhere in winter (although few people bother to count flock sizes), although the species is 

less obvious on the moors where the crow is the commonest bird.  It was particularly obvious in upper 

Wharfedale with its sparser tree coverage when I was doing BTO Atlas walks during the winter months at 

the start and end of the year with numbers of mobile and noisy flocks (of both corvids and gulls) making 

estimates of numbers rather difficult
62

.  These flocks also tended to mask the fact that many of our smaller 

birds are now little in evidence in our winter countryside (retreating to village gardens and farm buildings 

in their search for food).  It is always present at Otley, although not in very large numbers: peak counts of 

up to 80 being recorded in the spring and early summer.  There was a count of 70 between Lindley Wood 

and Swinsty on 18
th
 April.  It is also increasingly inclined to be a regular visitor to members’ gardens: a 

peak count of 28 in my Ilkley garden in the summer sadly led to an ultimatum to reduce the availability of 

food being put out.  A Ben Rhydding garden reported one bird with some white wing feathers and 

white/grey marbling on its body.  There were reports of breeding with birds with nesting material reported 

between 25
th
 March and 21

st
 April and young recorded mid-May to mid-July. 

ROOK (Corvus frugilegus)              080 Sightings/46 Sites 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population probably increasing. 

Rookeries are common at suitable wooded sites throughout Wharfedale and along the length of Littondale.  

The species tends not to be reported in large numbers with the highest counts submitted including 200 – 

300 coming into a roost at the Middleton hospital site on 26
th
 October and 200 heading north over Ellarcarr 

Pike on 30
th
 November.  They are increasingly inclined to visit gardens, albeit remaining very wary. Eight 

members reported garden visits but also that they were usually rare and then only by single birds: there was 

a rare report from an Addingham garden of an adult bringing a juvenile to the seed feeder in early May.  

There were a few reports of rookeries from across the region including 23 nests at Spinksburn Bridge (on 

the A59), 22 nests on Barden Moor, 21 in Kettlewell, 16 in Middleton Woods, 11 in Threshfield, 10+ at 

Park Rash (above Kettlewell) and above Barden Bridge. 

CARRION CROW (Corvus corone) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population increasing. 

It remains numerous throughout the area, including the high dales and moors, notwithstanding the 

inevitable competition with game rearing interests.  Like the jackdaw the increases in this species since 

1994 have been far higher in Yorkshire (158%) than in England (27%) or in other regions of England 

(where the next highest increase was 73% in the east of England). The species is never recorded in large 

numbers, usually in pairs, although 36 were reported on a BTO Atlas walk on Penyghent Fell at the end of 

June.  In other local walks numbers often reached double figures including 20 Stainburn (in November), 16 

(Washburn Farm to Sword Point in October), a group of 16 (on the Addingham golf course in September) 

and 15 (Barden Fell in October).  The species was always present at Otley with a peak count of 17 in 

March.  A number of members reported garden visits but visits were usually rare (except in one case when 

visits were regular), and only by one or two birds: an Addingham garden reported a juvenile had found its 

                                                 
61  No other region showed such a large increase.  The increase was around 100% in several regions but only 15% in the South 
West. 
62  My 2km square population estimates in upper Wharfedale at the start of the year included 150 at Hawkswick and 60 at Halton 
Gill in Littondale, and 90 around Hubberholme. 
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own way to a feeder and was eating alone.  Records of nest building were received in late March and early 

May with juveniles reported between 5
th
 May and 5

th
 August.  A rather blurred photograph given me at the 

start of the year had me beaten for a while – until I caught up with two leucistic (and presumably related) 

crows with remarkably similar and large white wing panels near the Ilkley old bridge in August! 

RAVEN (Corvus corax)              053 Sightings/27 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident: population increasing. 

The species is much better reported in north of the region than in the south.  It was well reported in most 

months from right across upper Wharfedale with the exception of Grimwith, usually of one or two birds, 

although there were records of three birds from Oughtershaw and Yockenthwaite in August and the ‘event 

of the year’ was of five birds engaged in aerial combat with buzzard and peregrine at Kilnsey at Kilnsey on 

26
th
 September.  In mid-Wharfedale it was reported in most months from the well-watched Barden View 

Point with a peak of six in August and September.  It was also recorded in other parts of the Bolton Abbey 

Estate with one garden record of a single bird over a Beamsley house being mobbed by jackdaws in late 

September. Sightings are rare in the Washburn with only two records in the upper regions in September.  

There was one record of breeding with a family including three juveniles seen in Littondale on 22
nd

 May. 

STARLING (Sturnus vulgaris) (C) 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: serious national decline but probably stable in area. 

The species is recorded throughout the region, although no records were received this year from the Bolton 

Abbey Estate or Grimwith, and there seemed a proportionately large number of records along the length of 

Littondale (although not of large numbers with a maximum count of 120).  There were a good number of 

records this year, although no large gatherings of birds to match last year’s records (of 5,000 – 10,000 at 

Grimwith).  At the start of the year the largest counts were 250 at Hebden Beck and Norwood Edge in the 

first half of March.  There were several larger flocks during November with 1,000 at Draughton Heights, 

300 at Stainburn, Sandwith Moor and Timble Ings, and several over 200
63

.  Nest building was reported 

during April with young seen, frequently in members’ gardens, between 25
th
 May and 14

th
 July.  There 

were 14 records from gardens but the experiences were very variable. If the species favoured your garden 

good and regular numbers were guaranteed with a peak count of 30 in Menston in October.  I was 

interested in the visiting characteristics in my own garden: I only see this species at breeding time when 

birds nest in the next door house: the first record was on 30
th
 April, the last on 1

st
 June, but with 17 feeding 

on the lawn in late May! 

HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)            053 Sightings/23 Sites 

Locally common breeding resident: population has decreased but probably currently stable. 

This species has undoubtedly declined in the area in accordance with 

the national trend over at least the last 25 years as measured by the 

BTO (with a 68% reduction since 1977).  I reported last year that the 

national decline would appear to be particularly marked in rural areas, 

that it was believed that reducing brood sizes were a major problem, 

and that the rural decline perhaps reflects the effects of intensive 

farming.  The results of further BTO surveys this year strongly 

suggested that gardens were now crucial to the sparrow’s success in 

urban landscapes for feeding and nesting, and that the highest density 

of sparrows were associated with allotments, agricultural buildings and 

housing (either with or without gardens). Results suggest that the house sparrow decline in suburbia may 

be due to juveniles having too little to eat and that many are succumbing at around four days old. Too few 

insects in summer has meant the young are starving when parents try to raise second and third broods (with 

each pair having to raise five chicks/year to maintain numbers).  Arable farmland has now become the least 

favourite habitat
64

.  This would appear to fit in with local experience where there were reasonable numbers 

                                                 
63  Roosting starlings (known as murmuration) are a lot less usual that than was once the case.  Roosting behaviour involves small 
family parties starting to merge in summer with autumn numbers swollen by Continental arrivals from as far as Russia.  Birds may travel 
as far as 20 miles, beginning to journey back to the roost in the afternoon and stopping nearby for a final meal before dropping into the 
roost as dusk falls: they start to leave in waves just before dawn.  These comments were prompted by a roost of 10,000 which has been 
reported in Bridlington since before Christmas.  The report noted that there had been very large roosts in Bradford and Leeds 30 to 40 
years ago, whilst a roost at Thorne Moor in 1972 was estimated to contain 1.4 million birds. 
64 …except perhaps for cities where the situation is, generally, even worst.  They have disappeared from Central London, Bristol, 
Edinburgh and Dublin, and Hamburg, Prague and Moscow but curiously, they are faring better in Paris and Berlin. 
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of records from urban areas but also quite a few records from the villages and farm complexes in upper 

Wharfedale, many of which appear to have healthy populations.  Flock sizes are never enormous although 

there were 70 at Hebden during the summer with the next largest count being ~30 from Stonelands near 

Litton: other largish counts included ~20 in a Middleton garden and 16 in Starbotton.  There were 

numerous reports of breeding with young recorded between 26
th
 May and 4

th
 August.  A number of 

members recorded visits by sparrows and the majority of records of juveniles were from gardens.  These 

included a female with 8 young on a Clifton bird table on 18
th
 July. 

 

TREE SPARROW (Passer montanus)            019 Sightings/07 Sites 

Rare breeding resident: local population may be slowly recovering in line with national trends. 

It appears to be hanging on as a local breeding bird after a significant reduction in numbers in the lower 

reaches of the Wharfe valley during the time when there was a precipitous national decline.  Last year I 

reported that after a 90% decline up to the early -90s, the most disastrous decline of any farmland species, 

encouraging figures for England were now showing a 26% increase since 1994.  This came to an abrupt 

halt in 2007 with a poor breeding season which cancelled out some of the gains of the previous decade.  

The story of our local flock, which bred at Knotford Nook for some years, continues to unfold so that it 

remains difficult for the moment to draw firm conclusions on the local population although signs are 

encouraging.  The main centres of breeding activity were around Clifton, Timble village (again) and 

Farnley, although not quite to the same extent here as last year.  At Clifton two pairs produced 25 young 

(with a further three eggs found addled), whilst another pair at a new site 200 yards away produced two 

broods.  Timble was less successful, and also did less well than last year, but still managed to produce two 

broods although with another nest of four eggs deserted.  The garden in Farnley, which had so many 

broods last year still recorded some juveniles between 27
th
 May and 6

th
 August and had a remarkable 16 

birds feeding on the lawn on 31
st
 August!  There were also reports from another Farnley garden some 

distance away from the first.  For a number of years there has been a small isolated population in the 

Washburn at Bland Hill, which is reported each year; this year it was encouraging to receive reports of up 

to 12 in the first half of the year.  Other records were of one in a Burley garden in March (which had 

reported them last year), whilst an observer in a Middleton garden was delighted to report the first garden 

sighting with a pair on the bird table late in September.  There was also a first report of birds at Arthington 

although it is not known how long they may have been there, of four pairs in a garden in North Rigton, and 

a record of birds being seen twice in a garden just outside our area near Beaverdyke Reservoir. 

CHAFFINCH (Fringilla coelebs) (C) 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing. 

The species is widespread throughout the area but little reported: it is common in both urban and rural 

areas.  Observers rarely reported numbers for this species but those that did recorded good numbers (>25) 

on walks most frequently at the start and end of the year from across the region including 59 (Grimwith in 

November), 55 (Strid Woods in February), 50 (a Farnley flock in November and at Grass Wood in April), 

35 (Lindley Wood to Swinsty in May), 34 (Middleton Woods in May), 31 (Timble Ings in March), 27 

(Barden Bridge to Water’s Laithe in June).  The species was a frequent garden visitor to many members’ 

gardens, was recorded in every month, and with the highest counts being ~16 feeding on a Farnley lawn 

(with a similar number of tree sparrows) in August and 15 in an Addingham garden in April.  A bird was 

watched nest building in a Menston garden on 13
th
 April.  Juveniles were recorded between 25

th
 May and 

15
th
 August with numerous records of young in members’ gardens.   

BRAMBLING (Fringilla montifringilla)            043 Sightings/14 Sites 

Scarce passage/winter visitor. 

This is a winter, non-breeding migrant from the continent.  The extent of its presence is generally 

dependent on the beech mast harvest (an important food 

source for this species).  I will start this report by looking 

at their spring visits to members’ gardens this year 

because the situation here was exceptional.  The strong 

northerly winds from mid-March encouraged some winter 

visitors to linger and, with beech mast running out, 

bramblings flooded into gardens in record numbers.  The 

BTO graph shows the % of birds visiting gardens at the 

start of 2008 (in bold) and in other years (in pale) back to 
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the scheme’s start in 1994. The 2008 curve peaked during the week beginning 30
th
 March at 10.7%, the 

highest figure since records began in 1994 – this compares with the previous peak of 8% and an average 

nearer 3%.  WNS members did not miss out on this spree.  There were reports of birds in seven members’ 

gardens (out of 39) with birds visiting on 4
th
 February (Grassington) and then between 10

th
 March and 22

nd
 

April, usually of a single bird but sometimes two
65

: the records correspond to birds in 8% of reporting 

members’ gardens in March and 13% in April.  Sightings were received from Otley, Menston, Ilkley, 

Addingham, Beamsley, Threshfield and Grassington.  The species is more common in mid-Wharfedale 

(and usually in the Washburn) rather than in upper Wharfedale but records in the spring this year were 

dominated by a very well-watched flock on the Otley feeders which are maintained by Pat Limb.  The 

flock was present from early January until 19
th
 April peaking at ~10 and with the added interest of having a 

leucistic bird (which at first sight could easily be taken for a snow bunting) in the first part of February.  

The ending of the cold spell after the third week of April soon led to the disappearance of the species, apart 

from a very late bird seen at Timble on 18
th
 May.  Birds didn’t arrive back in our area in the autumn until 

5
th
 November (well after the first BOG record of 12

th
 October) and seemed in much shorter supply than 

earlier in the year.  Nevertheless, a very poor crop of beech mast brought the occasional bird into gardens 

in November with sightings of up to three birds in Addingham, Beamsley, Threshfield and Grassington, 

whilst a male and a female were reported on the feeders at Otley during December. 

GREENFINCH (Carduelis chloris) (C) 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population increasing. 

It is not a popular bird with reporters and is certainly one of the more under-recorded common birds.  

Nevertheless records were received from across the region, although the species is not seen in large 

numbers in the countryside.  Also, records are rare from the Bolton Abbey Estate and none were recorded 

at Grimwith.  In upper Wharfedale the peak count recorded was four in a Threshfield garden in December: 

it was noted this was the highest garden count since the disease outbreak in spring 2007.  There was also an 

estimated population of 15 in a 2km square around Buckden during a BTO Atlas survey in February.   

Numbers were significantly higher in the south but only in gardens with 17 in Ilkley (August) and 12 in 

Menston (September). The highest count on a countryside walk was seven to the east of Otley.  The 

species was recorded regularly from Otley but the maximum number was only six in February.  Juveniles 

were recorded between 29
th
 May and 6

th
 August. 

GOLDFINCH (Carduelis carduelis)             136 Sightings/56 Sites 

Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing. 

This is a popular species, which gets well reported from both gardens and rural environments throughout 

the region. Numbers followed a similar pattern to last year with small numbers at the start of the year but 

improving in the second half as feeding flocks developed. In the first half year numbers rarely got into 

double figures: there was a flock of ~30 at Otley in 30
th
 January and 12 in an Addingham garden on 20

th
 

March and 30
th
 April.  More typical were records of five on a circuit of Grass Wood on 24

th
 April and only 

three on a walk between Lindley Wood and Swinsty on 19
th
 April. Even in the second half of the year large 

sightings were not common but there were two sightings of good numbers in September with 100+ above 

Yockenthwaite and 80+ at Fewston.  20 members submitting garden records recorded the species in the 

garden although experiences varied a lot with good numbers (up to 10) reported daily in Menston 

throughout the year but two gardens in Ilkley seeing far few numbers (up to 4) and then only weekly basis 

or less frequently. There were numerous records of juveniles, a lot in members’ gardens, between 26
th
 May 

and 17
th
 August. 

SISKIN (Carduelis spinus)              105 Sightings/36 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: breeding population increasing. 

The autumn of 2007 looked distinctly promising for his species with the Yorkshire Post on 10
th
 November 

reporting large numbers arriving along the east coast (as well as exceptional numbers on the Western Isles 

and in Ireland).  It suggested this was due to a bumper crop of spruce seeds which had probably led to two 

broods in 2007 followed by a poor crop that autumn.  The last time there was such a large influx (1993) 

many more than usual stayed to breed in the following year.  This year’s influx which, nationally, could 

not quite match 1993, resulted in several local records of good-sized flocks with 70+ at Otley and 25 in 

Addingham at the start of the year, ~70 at Greenfield in February, 60 and Low Dam in March and 100 at 

                                                 
65  Glad as members were to have the odd brambling in the garden we couldn’t compete with some gardens reporting to the BTO 
who had flocks of more than 50 visiting bramblings! 



104 

Barden View Point in April.  What was more surprising perhaps was a sighting of a flock of ~60 in an 

Ilkley garden and at Barden View Point both during August, indicating perhaps the scale of birds 

summering here.  As usual, there were proportionately more sightings from mid-Wharfedale than upper 

Wharfedale.  Gardens didn’t miss out on this bonanza and birds were coming into members’ gardens from 

the start of the year as their staple food of alder cone seeds started running out. Numbers were impressive, 

although none could match a garden in Norfolk where a ringer ringed more than 700 over a 10 week 

period!  An amazing 21 people (out of 39 sending in garden records) had recorded the species in their 

gardens this year and comments included one from Ben Rhydding, which had had up to 7 birds, that these 

were virtually the first for two or three years.  High garden counts in the first four months included 26 in 

Burley, 11 in Otley, 10 in Addingham and nine in Menston.   Nor was this all, with four gardens also 

reporting young between 26
th
 June and 21

st
 July (when there were 6 juveniles from 2 garden nests on the 

feeders). Numbers of birds being reported had fallen by the autumn with 15 at Knotford Nook and 10 at 

Fewston in October, and 10 at Otley the following month, although there were still records of birds in eight 

members’ gardens. 

LINNET (Carduelis cannabina)             023 Sightings/16 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant: population stable. 

This is a summer visitor that mostly migrates south for winter but the season was particularly short this 

year.  Sightings in the spring were much delayed this year until 19
th
 April (c.f. a very early 11

th
 March in 

2007) presumably because of dominating northerly winds which lasted from mid-March until the third 

week in April.  The species used to enjoy a stronghold in the area but numbers are now generally low 

(usually 5 or below with even fewer records in double figures than in 2007 and a report (Peter Riley) that 

numbers were down this year).  The largest sighting by far was at the start of the period with 50+ at High 

Royds on 27
th
 April: otherwise there were reported to be up to 10 in the Washburn during the summer and 

25 from Barden View Point on 4
th
 July and ~12 at Whetstone Gate on the 20

th
. Numbers apart, it was an 

average year for sightings, which are received from between 13 and 17 sites. Sightings were spread across 

the region with a slight concentration of sightings around Rombalds Moor and proportionately fewer 

sightings this year from upper Wharfedale.  The only record of juveniles was from Stonelands near Litton 

on 9
th
 July although a bird was seen carrying food on Threshfield Moor on 14

th
 July. 

TWITE (Carduelis flavirostris)              002 Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant: population declining. 

This species is red-listed because of the historic population decline in the UK between 1800 and 1995 and 

the distribution is so limited that BTO cannot produce population statistics.  The species is now scarce in 

our area, although small numbers remain in its South Pennines stronghold.  Sightings are now restricted to 

between one and three sites per year with birds turning up anywhere across the region.  There was a 

summer record of 6 at Dent Farm on Penyghent Fell on 30
th
 June on a BTO Atlas walk (in an area where 

they have bred in the past) (Ernie Scarfe).  The only other record was of a bird heard at Kex Gill on 8
th
 

September (Andy Jowett): it was unclear if there was more than one. 

LESSER REDPOLL (Carduelis cabaret)            040 Sightings/16 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be in shallow decline. 

This is a species where, although numbers have increased slightly in the UK 

(by 12%), they have declined quite dramatically in England (by 40%) so that, 

whilst once one could expect, a few years ago, to see mixed flocks with 

roughly equal numbers of redpoll and siskin, they are now more usually a lot 

more of the latter.  There was a clear peak in population 30 years ago because 

of extensive new plantations with good nesting conditions under new trees but 

now plantations have matured and there fewer nest sites.  In most years 50% 

of the sightings come from Grimwith and Timble Ings but the presence of this 

species at the well-watched Otley meant a lot of sightings from there this year 

(with 70% from these three sites).  Peak counts from these sites were four 

(May)
66

, 80 (Sept) and 15+ (May).  The species was distinctly scarce elsewhere.  The Washburn, which is 

generally the easiest place to see this species, could only produce records from Timble this year until right 

at the year’s end when there were 28 below the Swinsty dam wall on 22
nd

 December. The benefits of the 

BTO Atlas Roving scheme were highlighted when juveniles were found at Stonelands near Litton (the only 

                                                 
66  This was only half last year’s peak count.  However, there were a lot fewer records (~50%) from Grimwith this year  
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breeding record this year) by Ken and Pat Limb. For a species that is now getting so difficult to see it was 

perhaps remarkable that there were three garden records this year
67

: two birds were regular visitors to niger 

seed in a Burley garden for several weeks in January, there were up to five regularly visiting a garden in 

Ben Rhydding (a garden first) from 19
th
 January through to mid March and a couple of times in April, and 

a female made single visits to a Clifton bird table in April and September.  The species is common in 

Scotland in the summer and northern England but many move south in the autumn and there were reports 

of large flocks along the coast at the end of October and with some moving inland: a ringer in the Pennines 

caught 340 in one net in the morning but none of these appear to have reached our area. 

MEALY REDPOLL (Carduelis flammea)             001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Uncommon and erratic winter visitor 

The lesser and mealy redpoll were split some years ago, but some authorities appear to have been lumped 

backed together – I have kept them separate for the moment.  There was a single record this year (Graham 

Foggitt and Anna Powell) when two dropped into a Beamsley garden pond for a drink on 5
th
 November: 

they showed the pale rump and rather larger size of the meally.  This was a new bird for the garden list, 

one of three firsts for the year. 

COMMON CROSSBILL (Loxia curvirostra)            040 Sightings/11 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population erratic due to irruptive behaviour. 

It proved a rather more interesting year for this species with sightings and the number of sites where the 

species was seen well up (by 50 and 70% on the average respectively).  We now have two areas in 

Wharfedale where the species can be seen regularly.  In the south, Timble Ings remains the main focus but 

there were also a mid-year influx of birds which brought a number of sightings especially around Barden: 

in the north, there were several records throughout the year from the western end of Langstrothdale.  In 

2007, after a blank first half-year, the first sighting at Timble Ings was on 3
rd

 August with a peak count of 

30+ around the ‘dragon-fly’ ponds in late October.  These stayed in the area throughout the first part of the 

year before sightings dwindled with a last sighting on 16
th
 April: the peak count of 16 was on 15

th
 

February, although most sightings were in single figures. During this period there was a report of a pair 

mating, although there was no subsequent evidence of breeding.  There was a significant influx of birds 

into the country from mid-June with small groups of mobile birds leading to reports being received from 

areas where the species is not usually recorded.  Their arrival was something of a mystery; they appeared 

to have made their way across the North Sea but with no sign of them at the coastal observatories.  

European crossbills tend to move westwards after breeding and can result in large influxes to conifer 

plantations of southern and eastern England.  However, these birds seem to have originated from Central 

Europe, possibly beyond the Urals, where the conifer seed crop was known to be poor. In fact, the first 

local record produced a new species record for Otley with 23 there on 26
th
 May: subsequently, there were 

20+ at Timble from the 30
th
 and with 20+ at the Barden View Point on the 6

th
 June. The peak count there 

was 50 on the 13
th
: also, 30+ were seen on Lower Fell Plantation on the 16

th
. The last sighting of this influx 

may have been the 30+ at Barden on 12
th
 July, although there was an unusual sighting of two birds from 

Nab End (Addingham Moorside) on 27
th
 October.  Records trickled in from Timble for the rest of the year 

with only one sighting in double figures when ~30 were seen 26
th
 September.  The presence of crossbill in 

the north only came to light in 2006 when we started getting regular reports from Netherfield Farm near 

Oughtershaw. This year, there were reports of small groups (5 or 6) both from there and Low Green Field, 

Greenfield on 28
th
 February. There were also reports from Greenfield and Beckermonds on 7

th
 and 8

th
 Aug. 

BULLFINCH (Pyrrhula pyrrhula)             085 Sightings/30 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable with stronghold in Washburn. 

There is a national downward trend (e.g. a 24% reduction in England between 1994 and 2007) which 

continues to give considerable cause for concern, but there was again a good set of reports for our area 

with a good number of records from members’ gardens.  Sightings from the north are always limited but 

this year we had to wait until December when single birds were seen: there was a rare garden sighting from 

Grassington and another seen between Appletreewick and Hartington.  Sightings were widely distributed 

throughout mid-Wharfedale, although sightings from the Bolton Abbey Estate were less common.  In the 

                                                 
67

  The presence of this species in gardens, usually on niger seed, is a fairly recent development. This is a species which is 

seen in gardens later in winter, often with siskins, when natural food stocks run down. 
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past the species was seen as a serious pest in the SE because of fruit tree damage and birds were trapped 

until the 1970's by which time numbers had fallen significantly.  Now it is believed that recent reductions 

have been because of an increased failure rate of eggs and chicks, possibly because of habitat loss, 

although there has also been a suggestion that numbers may have improved in Yorkshire.  Sightings are 

usually of one or two birds but there were up to six at the start of the year on the Otley feeders
68

 and from 

Sun Lane, and seven in a Ben Rhydding garden in February. At the end of the year there were groups of 

eight on the Chevin and six in the Valley of Desolation.  Bullfinches have become much more regular 

visitors to gardens, particularly since the introduction of sunflower seeds and this was certainly the case in 

our area with 20 (out of 39) gardens reporting visits.  Most sightings were of either a pair or sometimes the 

male only – with a wide variety of frequencies varying from daily throughout much of the year through 

regular to rare.  The numbers in my garden and the frequency of visits are shown below
69

: 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Ilkley garden 2D 2D 2D 2D 2D,3R 3D 2D,3R 0 1R 1R 3R 4D 

There were five reports of juveniles between 23
rd

 June and 11
th
 August including a family with four 

juveniles in a Menston garden on 23
rd

 June and a family with five juveniles in Middleton on 11
th
 July. 

REED BUNTING (Emberiza schoeniclus)           069 Sightings/25 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

This is a generally scarce but well-reported species, which is subject to local winter movement out of our 

area and/or to lowland sites.  It was well reported across mid-Wharfedale but was 

seen in the north this year only in the Grassington/Grimwith area (and including 

Threshfield and its moor and Mossy Moor Reservoir). Its strongholds are at Otley 

and Grimwith with peak counts of eight at both sites (both down on last year) – 

from Otley on 12
th
 April (6 males and 2 females) and on a circuit of Grimwith on 

7
th
 May. Apart from these two sites numbers are usually small, although there were 

four singing birds at Lower Barden Reservoir and one on the track to the upper 

reservoir on 4
th
 July. There were records of good numbers in the autumn with 12+ 

at Draughton Heights in October, whilst in November there were a number of 

small groups in the Washburn including a ‘small flock’ (~5) at Timble on the 1
st
 

and 12
th
, six on Sandwith Moor on the 9

th
 (and 5 just outside the area at Scargill on 

the 16
th
).  Birds were seen carrying food at Otley and Pool and birds were reported 

to have bred at Draughton Heights.  In many ways the most interesting records this 

year were the surprising number of garden records.  Birds were recorded in five gardens in the spring 

(Farnley, two in Ben Rhydding, Middleton and Threshfield) over the narrow slot between 15
th
 March and 

14
th
 May with one of the Ben Rhydding gardens reporting a near daily presence by up to three males and a 

female from the 20
th
 April until the mid-May date.  Art the end of the year there was a female in a Menston 

garden on 4
th
 Dec. 

SNOW BUNTING (Plectrophenax nivalis)             002 Sightings/02 Sites 

Rare passage migrant/winter visitor. 

Local records are from moorland areas and usually from the southern Pennines (in the southern part of the 

BOG area).  Strangely for a species which is so rare in the area we now seem reliably to be able raise at 

least one sighting every year – the species has been recorded every year since 1997 (after a gap of 8 years 

from 1988).  This year’s sighting (Graham Foggitt and Anna Powell) was an impressive and tight flock of 

~15 just below the summit of Simon’s Seat on 9
th
 November (in an area where they were seen around five 

years ago).  There was one further sighting which can best be described as a possible – from Draughton 

Heights on 11
th
 January when two people in a car (David Stuttart), who had seen numbers of birds in the 

Highlands, saw a finch/bunting bird with a dancing flight and a lot of white in its plumage fly across the 

road in front of their car. 

YELLOWHAMMER (Emberiza citrinella)              No sightings this year 

Scarce breeding resident whose population is declining and is probably close to disappearing from area. 

The end of an era?  Although it is perfectly possible to go to several nearby reserves in the Harrogate area, 

for example, and reliably see this species it has become rare in our recording area, hanging on at a site in 

                                                 
68

  The tendency to under-estimate the numbers of birds visiting gardens was highlighted at Otley where 18 birds were ringed 

by Andy Jowett, although the maximum ever seen at one time was 6!  
69  D – daily; R – rare (once/week or less) 
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lower Wharfedale but in ever decreasing numbers.  Peak counts have declined from five birds in 2004 to 

two in 2005 and 2006 and a single bird in 2007: this year there were none.  However, there were regular 

sightings of several from a farm at Dunksworth near Harewood less than 1km outside the area!   
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Annex A 

 

 

LIST OF SPECIES REQUIRING DESCRIPTIONS 

 

YNU List 
 

Wilson’s Storm-petrel Golden Eagle Aquatic Warbler 

Black-crowned Night Heron Red-footed Falcon Marsh Warbler 

Great Egret Kentish Plover Melodious Warbler 

Purple Heron American Golden Plover Dartford Warbler 

Taiga Bean Goose White-rumped Sandpiper Subalpine Warbler 

Black Brant Buff-breasted Sandpiper Greenish Warbler 

Ruddy Shelduck Red-necked Phalarope Radde's Warbler 

American Wigeon Ring-billed Gull Dusky Warbler 

Ferruginous Duck Caspian Gull Woodchat Shrike 

Surf Scoter White-winged Tern Red-billed Chough 

European Honey Buzzard Alpine Swift Arctic Redpoll 

Black Kite Greater Short-toed Lark Cirl Bunting 

White-tailed Eagle Red-rumped Swallow Rustic Bunting 

Montagu's Harrier Tawny Pipit Little Bunting 

Rough-legged Buzzard Red-throated Pipit  

 

 

BOG List 
 

Red-throated Diver Curlew Sandpiper Common Nightingale 

Black-throated Diver Purple Sandpiper Bluethroat 

Great Northern Diver Jack Snipe Black Redstart 

Red-necked Grebe Wood Sandpiper (Greenland) Northern Wheatear 

Slavonian Grebe Grey Phalorope Cetti's Warbler 

Black-necked Grebe Skuas (all) Common Grasshopper Warbler 

Shearwaters (all) Mediterranean Gull Icterine Warbler 

European Storm-petrel Little Gull Barred Warbler 

Leach's Storm-petrel Sabine's Gull Pallas's Leaf Warbler 

Northern Gannet Yellow-legged Gull (sub-adult) Yellow-browed Warbler 

European Shag Iceland Gull Firecrest 

Great Bittern Glaucous Gull Red-breasted Flycatcher 

Tundra Bean Goose Sandwich Tern Bearded Tit 

Bewick's Swan Roseate Tern Marsh Tit 

Garganey (female/sub-adult) Arctic Tern Willow Tit 

Red-crested Pochard Little Tern Eurasian Golden Oriole 

Greater Scaup (female/sub-adult) Auks (all) Red-backed Shrike 

Velvet Scoter European Turtle Dove Great Grey Shrike 

Eurasian Marsh Harrier European Bee-eater Rosy Starling 

Northern Goshawk Hoopoe European Serin 

Eurasian Hobby Eurasian Wryneck Mealy Redpoll 

Spotted Crake Wood Lark Arctic Redpoll 

Corn Crake Horned (Shore) Lark Common Rosefinch 

Common Crane Richard's Pipit Hawfinch 

Stone-curlew Rock Pipit Lapland Longspur ( or Bunting) 

Little Stint Water Pipit Ortolan Bunting 

Temminck's Stint Pied Wagtail (except yarrelli) Corn Bunting 

Pectoral Sandpiper Yellow Wagtail (except 
flavissima) 
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Annex B 

2008: FIRST & LAST DATES FOR MIGRANTS 

First sightings at same location or same arrival date as last year are in bold and underlined. 
 

Summer Visitors 
 

 
Species 

First Recording Last Recording 

Date Site Date Site 

Oystercatcher 01/01 Otley Wetland 
70

 22/08 Kex Gill 

Little Ringed Plover 27/04 High Royd, Menston 17/07 Kex Gill 

Ringed Plover 02/04 Grimwith Reservoir 17/07 Kex Gill 

Common Sandpiper 16/04 Washburn Valley 
71

 18/09 Lower Grass Wood 

Common Tern 19/04 Otley Wetland 10/08 Lindley Wood Reservoir 

Common Cuckoo 23/04 Hawksworth Moor 20/06 Buckden 

European Nightjar  No sightings this year  No sightings this year 

Common Swift 26/04 Barden View Point 22/08 Barden View Point 

Sand Martin 09/03 Knotford Nook 04/10 Ben Rhydding 

Barn Swallow 03/04 Swinsty Reservoir 03/10 Askwith 

House Martin 12/04 Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits 04/10 Ben Rhydding 

Tree Pipit 22/04 Timble Ings, Lower Grass 
Wood 

06/08 Timble Ings 

Yellow Wagtail 27/04 
72

 High Royd, Menston 08/08 Tennant Gill 

Common Redstart 18/04 Folly Hall Wood 29/08 Yarnbury 

Whinchat 08/05 Grimwith Reservoir 12/09 Barden Moor 

Northern Wheatear 10/02 
73

 Ilkley Moor 02/10 Barden Fell 

Ring Ouzel 03/04 Hebden Beck 05/10 Timble Ings 

Sedge Warbler 26/04 Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits 29/08 Linton 

Reed Warbler 04/05 Otley Wetland 20/07 Otley Wetland 

Common Whitethroat 30/04 Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits 16/07 Knotford Nook 

Garden Warbler 01/05 Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits 07/08 Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits 

Wood Warbler 26/04 Strid Woods 21/07 Grass Wood 

Willow Warbler 12/04 Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits 29/09 Addingham 

Spotted Flycatcher 07/05 Norwood Bottom, Grass Wood 29/08 Yarnbury 

Pied Flycatcher 19/04 Lower Grass Wood 05/07 Folly Hall Wood 

Linnet 19/04 Whetstone Gate 08/10 Draughton Heights 

 

Winter Visitors 
 

 
Species 

Last dates First Dates 

Date Site Date Site 

Common Goldeneye 18/04 Otley Wetland 24/10 Otley Wetland 

Waxwing  None at start of year 10/11 Ilkley 

Fieldfare 19/04 Middleton 18/10  Otley 
74

 

Redwing 15/04 Kex Gill 05/10 Timble Ings 

Brambling 31/05 
75

 Grimwith Reservoir 05/11 Beamsley, Hebden 

 

                                                 
70  In fact we seem to be moving towards birds being around all year.  In 2007 the last ‘summer’ record was 19th September with a 
few birds starting to reappear: there were 4 records with the first sighting on 21st November with a bird flying down the river at 
Grassington.  This year the last summer sighting was 22nd August with a single sighting from Grimwith on 22nd November. 
71  A bird appears to have wintered below Swinsty Reservoir.  After being seen in the overflow on 20th December it was 
subsequently recorded 9th, 15th and 24th March, over 3 weeks before birds started returning (which is the date recorded here). 
72  An earlier bird was recorded on 20th April, just outside the recording area near John O’Gaunts Reservoir. 
73  This is one of a few birds which arrived in the UK remarkably early this year: the first sighting for the main arrivals was 6 weeks 
later on 20th March on Barden Moor. 
74  At this time of year the well-watched ‘vismig’ sites to the south of our area always give advance warning of the arrival of our 
winter thrushes.  This year the first fieldfare recorded was on 5th October at Thornton Moor Reservoir.  The first redwing was recorded a 
week earlier on 27th September at the same location. 
75  This very late sighting, two weeks later than the next latest, was of a male in full breeding plumage 
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