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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS    MAY 2005 TO MARCH 2006 
 

SUMMER PROGRAMME (Tuesday evenings) 
  3 May 2005 Bolton Abbey 
10 May  Ilkley Moor Geology Trail 
17 May Lindley Wood Reservoir 
24 May Addingham – Flowers of Moor Lane 
 7 June Fewston Reservoir 

14 June Timble – Nightjars 
21 June Sun Lane – Burley in Wharfedale 
28 June  Red Kites – Wyke Lane, Harewood 
 12 July  Otley Wetland Nature Reserve 
19 July Afternoon at Sun Lane 

 

WINTER PROGRAMME 2005-2006 (Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm. All at Christchurch, The Grove, Ilkley) 

13 Sept 2005   Open Evening. An Introduction to our Society. No charge for visitors. 

27 Sept   Water Voles in Yorkshire     Sylvia Jay  

11 Oct  Mammal Magic      David Alred  

25 Oct   Insects       Freda Draper  

22 Nov   Life and Death in Freshwater    John Hobson  

13 Dec  Members’ Evening  Short presentations by Members. Refreshments 

10 Jan 2006   A Wildlife Garden     Peter Riley 

24 Jan   Blooming America     Don Barrett 

14 Feb  A Life with Plants     Mike Atkinson 

28 Feb  Enjoying Wharfedale Butterflies    David Howson 

14 March  Glaciers Galore (Alaska and Western Canada)  David Leather 

28 March  Annual General Meeting 

24 March (Friday) Annual Dinner at the Clarke Foley Centre 

4 April   Recorders’ Evening 

Botany Section Outings (Thursdays) 
28 April Beamsley Area  
12 May Feizor 
19 May Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve 
9 June Foxglove Covert, Near Catterick 
16 June Grassington, Meadow and Quarry 
30 June Bolton Abbey Railway Station 
7 July Ilkley Riverside Survey 
28 July Ilkley Moor Stewardship Area 

Geology Field Trips (Thursdays, Neil Aitkenhead) 
14 July Addingham Area 
4 Aug Baildon Bank and Baildon Hill 
8 Sept Kettlewell 

 

Fungus Foray 

Sunday 16 Oct Thruscross Reservoir. 

 Leader Tom Hering 

 

Birding Days (Saturday or Sunday) 

8 May Strid Wood 

22 May Lindley Wood Reservoir 

18 June Nosterfield and Marfield 

31 July Blacktoft Sands (RSPB) 

25 Sept Fairburn Ings (RSPB) 

22 Oct Old Moor (Dearne Valley) 

 

Thursday Field Days 

12 May  Hebers Ghyll Ilkley 

2 June  Grimwith Reservoir 

 

 

 

 
 

Summer Visits 

11 June (Sat) Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve 

25 June (Sat) Summer Coach Outing to Leighton 

Moss and Gait Barrows 

2 July (Sat) Yockenthwaite Flower Meadows 

9 July (Sat) Otley Wetland – Butterflies 

19 July (Tues) Sun Lane – Butterflies  

 

Winter Walks (Sundays, led by Chris Hartley) 

2 Oct Golden Acre Park 

6 Nov Thruscross Reservoir 

       And first Sunday each month to March 2006 

 

 

 

Microscope Meetings (at Clarke Foley Centre, First 

Tuesdays, 7.30pm) 

4 Oct 2005 Specimens from Otley Wetlands 

1 Nov  Using the Microscope  

6 Dec  Minerals under the Microscope 

3 Jan 2006 Members Evening 

7 Feb  Bryophytes (mosses and liverworts) 

7 March  Mixomycetes (slime moulds) 

 

 

Evening with Alan Titchmarsh 

3 November 2005, ‘Gardening with Wildlife’ at the 

Kings Hall, Ilkley at 7.30pm. Ticket only. 

 

Coffee Morning and 60
th

 Anniversary Exhibition 

Saturday 30 Oct Clarke Foley Centre, Ilkley, 

10am till Noon  Coffee Morning 

2-5pm   Special Exhibition 
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FOREWORD 

 

It is a particular pleasure to be writing this Foreword to our 60
th
 Anniversary Year Review not least because I 

think we can look back on a very successful year in so many different respects. It was well over two years 

ago that Margaret Hutchinson first mentioned in Committee that we ought to ‘do something’ by way of 

celebration for our Diamond Anniversary – little did any of us realise at the time that ‘doing something’ 

would lead to quite so many initiatives all carried through to conclusion with great success and 

professionalism.  

 

There are many people to thank, especially my colleagues on the Sub-Committee that was established to 

orchestrate our celebrations, namely David Brear, Jenny Dixon, John Flood and Harry Jevons. We had 14 

meetings altogether, well worth while given the end results. David did a marvellous job on the Wild 

Wharfedale booklet with great assistance from Harry getting the Sponsors on board. Jenny, ably helped by 

Don Barrett with the layout, produced a super 2006 calendar as an Anniversary special. Thanks are also due 

to David Carr for the special Exhibition on the afternoon of the Coffee Morning. This exceeded expectations 

both in the quality of the exhibits and the attendance. Last but not least was the Alan Titchmarsh evening – a 

not-to-be-forgotten event for all those who attended. We cannot thank Alan enough for providing us with 

this climax to our celebrations. 

 

Moving on to more routine matters, Lesley Barrett’s splendid Winter Programmes continued to ‘pack them 

in’. Her idea to use only member speakers for the 2005/6 season (including Alan Titchmarsh!) has already 

proved a great success. I cannot let this opportunity pass to again thank Christchurch for their offer to use the 

Sanctuary for our winter meetings and for the way in which nothing has been too much trouble for them 

whilst we settled in. We are very lucky to have such an imposing and spacious venue. The Annual Dinner 

and the Coffee Morning, organised respectively by Mike Atkinson and Christine Hobson, were again great 

successes. Events in Anne Riley’s splendidly varied Summer Programme were generally well-attended 

especially the Tuesday evening walks with over 50 participants on several occasions. David Leather 

produced a revised Publicity leaflet which attractively demonstrates the strength in depth that we possess. 

 

Our Recorders continue to do a great job despite their workload increasing year-on-year  We had two 

resignations at the AGM from Audrey Gramshaw (Fungi) and Jeanette Clapham (Moths), both of whom 

have given over 30 years’ service to the Society in a variety of offices, including that of President – our most 

sincere thanks to both of them. A warm welcome to Graham Foggitt as our new Moth Recorder and to Jim 

Fairclough, as Recorder for Beetles etc. 

 

The three Nature Reserves in which we are mainly involved (Grass Wood, Otley and Sun Lane) continue to 

show plenty of evidence of year-on-year improvements to reassure all our many wonderful volunteers that 

their efforts are all worthwhile. 

 

Of course, overseeing all these activities is the Committee who, without exception, have been committed, 

supportive and conscientious – I am personally indebted to them. A special mention is justified for our 

newly-installed Treasurer (Joan Armitage) and Secretary (Gordon Haycock) both of whom have slotted into 

their roles admirably despite a baptism of fire, especially Joan who has been inundated with money thanks to 

the success of our various Anniversary events and publications. 

 

We have made respectable progress on our Schools Initiative programme although much remains to be done. 

With the money collected from our Anniversary work we hope to announce a major initiative in the New 

Year which will ensure the surplus is put to good use. 

 

Given all these initiatives and activities it is perhaps not surprising that our membership has continued to 

grow to around the 450 mark thus ensuring that Eric and Margaret Hutchinson are kept on their toes and 
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fully occupied! (Thanks also to Richard Rundle for updating and maintaining the database.) We can all be 

proud of this achievement, especially considering that this is very unusual in this day and age for Societies 

such as ours. Nonetheless we must not make the mistake of thinking that this is some kind of irreversible 

achievement – bubbles invariably burst and we will only sustain this record by continuing to be relevant, 

accessible, welcoming, committed to learning and, last but not least, entertaining. 

 

In summary our Diamond Anniversary Year continued the trend of a thriving, active and expanding Society 

ever more committed to making its mark in the Wharfedale area by enhancing awareness of natural history 

in all its disciplines and thereby contributing to a greater understanding of current environmental issues and 

trends. 

 

Finally a huge thank you to all of you – our members – for all your help and support even if it’s only through 

the payment of your subscriptions. It’s the members who make it all worthwhile! Do enjoy this bumper 

Review, expertly compiled and edited by David Leather and Jenny Dixon, and let us hope that we all get as 

much out of the Society’s activities this next year as (I hope) we did from the last. 

 

Peter Riley 

President 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL 

Sixty is not such a great age for a Natural History Society; in fact there are several older ones in Yorkshire. 

But, it is a Diamond Jubilee, and exploring, recording and enjoying the flora and fauna of our patch for sixty 

years is something worth celebrating. Planning began well over a year ago, and the celebratory events and 

commemorative activities, as outlined in our President’s Foreword, were well worth the effort. 

  As you can see from the beautiful all-in-colour cover to this sixtieth issue of our annual review, we too, are 

marking the anniversary. Some of the contents have a retrospective cast. Chris Hartley takes a personal look 

back over the years; John Flood and Les Dewdney remember the glory days of bird trapping and ringing; 

Freda Draper contributes another of her periodic reports on the ecology of Burley-in-Wharfedale’s Old Tip 

Field, now Sun Lane Nature Reserve.  

   With membership numbers booming and such a full and exciting programme coming up in 2006, it’s 

important to see our work in a perspective of the past, but we need to keep at it too. The Records section of 

this review must be the fattest and fullest yet, thank you to all those who contributed, and special thanks to 

the recorders who had the sometimes mammoth task of co-ordinating it all! 
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MY EARLY MEMORIES OF THE WHARFEDALE NATURALISTS 

 

I first discovered the Wharfedale Naturalists Society back in the early 1980s which, as it had been going 

since the end of the second world conflagration, was somewhat remiss of me. I do wish that I had found out 

about it much earlier. I remember going along to my first meeting when the Society still regularly met at the 

King’s Hall and, though I forget exactly what the subject of the lecture was, it must have captured my 

imagination for I made up my mind to join and have kept up my membership ever since. 

  I do remember that in those early days of my association with the Nats, the Society still ran a season of 

RSPB films and these were always by tradition introduced by the late Walter Flesher, the great founding 

Father of the Society. Walter had been a gamekeeper on Burley Moor and had amassed his unbounded 

knowledge of Natural History throughout his long life. Indeed, he became a local celebrity, appearing many 

times on television programmes, and had several articles and nature books to his credit. I remember him 

musing over one film entitled The King of Crows. It turned out to be about the lifestyle of the Chough, and 

very good it was too. 

  Not long after I joined, it was decided to move our meetings to the then new Clarke Foley Centre where 

much comfier seating was to be had. Here there was also more room for various displays and other things, as 

well as better seating arrangements. We also had some memorable lectures, and several speakers returned 

time and again. Amongst the speakers we had was a very popular duo who presented a double projector 

affair accompanied with symphonic music as well as erudite commentary. Yet another speaker enchanted us 

with his stories of combining his professional role as a railway signalman with that of a wildlife 

photographer. 

  A number of our own members have over the years exercised their own particular talents as slide lecturers 

namely David Leather on Geology, David Alred on a variety of natural history subjects, Nevil Bowland on 

Deer and other Mammals, Joyce Hartley on Botany, and not forgetting Freda Draper on Dragonflies and 

other Insects. I always remember that at one time Freda was given a spot in which she appealed to members 

not to mistreat Wasps, because, though they can of course be a pest at the end of the season, during the best 

part of their career they are very useful in pollinating flowers and gathering up many pests such as Cranefly 

larvae which damage our gardens. 

  I was honoured at one time to be elected onto the committee, and in those days it always met at the home of 

the late Nancy Watson who was our Secretary at that time. They were grand days and the committee 

consisted of Nancy, Audrey Gramshaw, the two Davids, Leather and Alred, Jeanette Clapham, Mrs Joan 

Duncan, who for a time was President of the Society as well as holding the Presidency of the Yorkshire 

Wildlife Trust, and yours truly. Later we met at other committee members’ houses until we settled on the 

Clarke Foley Centre where meetings are held to this very day. 

  Among events I remember were the summer evening walks particularly our annual pilgrimages to Strid 

Wood where I saw my first Pied Flycatcher and started to recognise certain distinctive bird calls. I remember 

on one occasion a former President Howard Clark making Tawny Owl noises and getting replies from the 

real thing. Another time on the banks of Fewston Reservoir a number of us observed a Short Eared Owl and 

witnessed it quartering the area. Another time our attention was drawn to a Snipe performing its drumming 

flight over Askwith Moor and that gave me a real buzz. 

  I have also been on a number of excursions with the Society and seen Groundhoppers, a primitive relation 

of the Grasshopper in Derbyshire, a Water Rail at Top Hill Low, Bitterns at the R.S.P.B. reserve near 

Morecambe together with Marsh Harriers as well. Another occasion was when we went to Martin Mere 

where they have wild fowl in abundance especially a lagoon brimming with Eider Ducks. Towards the end 

of our visit these delightful birds put on a display as the sun went down and the chorus of dove-like cooing 

will stay in my memory for ever. 

  We always have an enjoyable Annual Dinner followed by some fine entertaining after-dinner speakers. 

Amongst the many we have had were Colin Slator from the Nidderdale AONB, formerly an Area Warden 

from the Dales National Park, who made us all fall about with laughter with his experiences of birdwatching 

in China. Then there was Jean Kendrew, a botanist from Crosshills, who entertained us with pictures of early 

Spring Flowers. She went on to read a piece of poetry which likened the transition period from winter to 
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spring to a bout of fisticuffs between two quarrelsome individuals.  I remember it contained the line 

‘Winter’s looking groggy now’ which turned out to be something of an unfortunate line as a day or so later 

we suffered a late and somewhat rather heavy snow fall. Other good speakers were Margaret Hartley and 

Ron Deaton from Harrogate Nats. 

  Our Society, over the times I have been with it, has been well blessed with characters and experts, for 

example Freda Draper, Joan Duncan, Joyce and Sam Hartley, the late Sue Rushworth, David and Joan Alred, 

Nevil and Audrey Bowland, Les Dewdney, Ken and Pat Limb and all the rest of the gang, too many to 

mention, all of them ready to share their knowledge with anyone. I could go on but there I must halt. It is a 

great joy to belong to the Wharfedale Naturalists Society and have so many happy memories. 

Chris Hartley 

 

 

THE RINGING PROGRAMME 

 

The Story   There is a graphic account in the 1948 Review of what was involved in constructing a 

Heligoland trap after the end of the war.  Planning started in 1947 and construction of a Heligoland trap at 

the Ben Rhydding sewage works started on 21
st
 March, 1948 when a fence was built to keep the cattle out.  

Work went on throughout the summer on evenings and weekends – until the netting ran out because their 

purchase permit had undercut their original estimates - and they had to wait 6 weeks for some more.  

Meanwhile bushes were planted – not without the odd moment of danger with an inquisitive bull chasing off 

2 of the workers.  Eventually, the trap box was installed on 7
th
 November and operations started on 

November 21
st
.    The start-up was to be a bit of an anti-climax!  The first bird caught was a blackbird but 

birds didn’t rush to enter and by 5
th
 December only 2 other birds had been caught.  Operations were 

suspended to wait for the bushes to grow up.  The first trap had been built in the SE corner underneath the 

railway embankment.  In 1949 a second trap was erected in a more favourable position further along the 

embankment in the SW corner of the site in front of some elderberry bushes
1
.  The first trap had caught only 

29 birds in its first year up until the end of September 1949; the second trap was to surpass that total in its 

first week.  Local organisations were very helpful: the Ilkley Council made no charge for the permit, whilst 

the tackle was kept locked up across the road in Car-a-Cars.  There was a set-back for the enthusiastic little 

group of workers when Col Bates, the project’s Engineer-in-Chief, had a career, which took him away from 

the area.  However, by then operations were in full swing; by September 1952, ~1600 birds had been caught 

and 14 of these (~1%) had been recovered. 

  There were originally 8 people involved in the programme, although not all of these may have been 

qualified ringers (in the following list those who were definitely ringers are shown in italics).  There tended 

to be 3 groups of people who worked together: Gordon Booth and Ester Ghyll; Edward Skinner, Bob 

Parkinson and Les Dewdney; Fernley, HJ Williamson, and Mrs Olive Pennock.  Later Herbert Flood got a 

ringing licence.  Of the ringers only Les and Bob remain.  The ringers were helped by four of the young 

members of the WNS – Thomas Dewdney
2
, Peter Ellis, Michael Chadwick and Archie Bain’s son (although 

none of these got ringing licences).  In the early days the records kept were very simple – it was more or less 

a case of ‘ring and fling’.  They recorded species and, where possible, whether the bird was male of female, 

adult or young.  Later the measurements became much more comprehensive and ringers were required to 

measure bill and wing size as well as weight. 

  In the mid–1950’s mist nets were developed in Japan.  Edward Skinner and Bob Parkinson were able to 

obtain some of the first nets to arrive in the UK from Japan.  Les remembers people used to come to inspect 

this unusual facility, which was described as an inland bird observatory.  Later, the BTO set up a 

manufacturer to make them in the UK and expected ringers to procure nets from that source.  Mist nets 

                                                      
1
   In fact there was another trap used in the early days, but only by Gordon Booth (before Les Dewdney became 

involved).  This was a duck decoy by the lake in the grounds of Denton Hall. 
2
    Thomas subsequently got his ringing license and is still ringing in the Darlington area (and very kindly provided a 

picture of a mist net for our exhibition). 
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River 

Channel 

Beds 

 

Hut 
Net 

increased enormously the efficiency of catching birds – and the big jump in the number of birds ringed in 

1955 (as well as the start of ringing at spots other than the sewage works around then) suggests they 

appeared for the first time in that year.  Once these nets came into use, the traps rapidly fell into disuse – and, 

over a shortish period, most of the ringing activities came to be carried out by Edward, Bob and Les, all of 

whom owned their own nets.  Ringers now started ringing at both Ben Rhydding and Ilkley sewage works, 

with permission from the Ilkley UDC.  They also ringed across the road from the Ben Rhydding sewage 

works in the Ben Rhydding gravel pits, which were still being worked at that time – as well as elsewhere in 

the WNS area from time-to-time. 

  Nets used were 20, 40 and 60 feet long.  People often put up 

2 x 60 ft long nets along the 4 foot-wide pathway between the 

120 foot square beds.  The mist nets, made from a number of 

panels, were suspended between 

vertical poles with tightening 

strings along the edge of each 

panel.  Les used tighten these 

strings so that the nets bowed at 

the bottom of each panel.  Birds 

would fly into the net and drop 

down into the pouch from which they were rarely able to extricate themselves.  

A popular event for the ringers was when the beds were taken out of service for 

cleaning (typically after 3 or 4 years).  As the beds dried out a crust was formed 

on the top, which was ploughed up.  Once this had happened the surface 

became covered with a plant called variously ‘Redshank’ or ‘Redleg’ 

(Polygonum persicaria), which grew very densely to a height of 2-3 feet.  Its 

seeds were very popular with finches and sparrows. 

  Ringers obtained their rings from the WNS in strings of 50.  Ringing was 

usually done at weekends or in the evenings if conditions were right (humid days 

with a bit of drizzle were the best, especially for attracting hirundines).  People had their own nets, keeping 

their gear in the hut, and often ringing alone.  There was no schedule: people went down when they could.  

Each ringer had their own record book and sent their records into the BTO, with the WNS recorder collating 

records for the Review. 

  Ringing Records   There is report on the ringing programme in each Review from 1948, with the last 

mention in 1972 when, for the third year running, it reports that there had been no ringing that year.  The first 

detailed breakdown of the ringed birds is in 1950, which gives number caught in the BTO year to September 

30
th
 by species (a total 431 birds and 29 species); it also includes details of some of the recovered birds.  

Over the next few years summaries are brief
3
 giving numbers and species, and main highlights including 

interesting recoveries.  The detailed breakdowns start again in 1962 with 1963 being a particularly important 

issue because it lists not only the breakdown of 

ringed birds but also the cumulative totals for each 

species up until that year. 

  It is important to understand that the ringing records 

include every bird that was ringed, and not just those 

caught in the major traps already discussed.  For 

example, tawny owls were almost certainly ringed on 

the nest, whilst Bob Parkinson used to ring black-

headed gulls at a nesting site near Cocking End.  Les 

caught and ringed a young short-eared owl at 

Malham.  He also rescued an eider at Spurn where it 

                                                      
3
   There are no records for 1953. 
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had become oiled.  He brought it home and made a home for it in the back garden and kept it until it had 

grown up, when he took it up to Swinsty and released it. 

  The chart on the previous page shows the numbers of birds and of species ringed each year.  There are no 

comments to explain the differing numbers ringed, e.g. the extraordinarily high count in 1960.  By the end of 

the 60’s the numbers of ringers was dropping away (the 1965 Review notes that one of the key birders, Bob 

Parkinson, retired that year), but the death knell came when the authorities started updating both sewage 

works (from about 1967).  The environment 

changed and the numbers of birds being trapped 

crashed – although they held up briefly in 1968 

because of the feeding flocks of greenfinch and 

tree sparrows (!). After all the excitements of 

previous years, ringing became boring and people 

gradually lost interest.  The graph (right) shows 

the total number of each species caught throughout 

the ringing programme.  There are some 

interesting numbers in the second figure, 

especially for those species which have disappeared or are now rare in the area. 

  The primary aim of ringing is to increase understanding of bird behaviour through their recovery.  

Recovery rates are universally quite low; the only figure we have for the WNS is for September 1952 when 

there had been 14 recoveries from 1600 ringed birds.  The final number of birds ringed was 23,320, so there 

must have been well over 200 recovered.  Many of these were local and many, regrettably, occurred when 

the bird was found dead (as will be seen later in one of Les’s stories).  However, many birds were ringed 

more than once: a blackbird, first ringed in 1951 was re-trapped in 1952, and then again in 1952, 1953 and 

1954.  There is an interesting table in the 1965 review of the recapture of hirundines: 
 

 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 

House Martin 0 0 1 0 2 0 2 

Sand Martin 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 

Swift 1 3 16 0 2 12 1 
 

More interestingly, there were several retraps that gave us an idea of how long common species can live: 

blackbird (7 years) and robin (~6 years) (1957), and a swift (8 years) and sand martin (> 6 years) (1965).  In 

2005 the BTO was to comment that birds were living longer because of the warmer climate – and that twenty 

species had established longevity records during the previous year, e.g. grey heron (24 years), Canada goose 

(26), oystercatcher (37) and black-headed gull (27); comparable figures for smaller birds were house sparrow 

(13), swallow (11) and robin (8). 

  The first birds recovered overseas were a blackbird ringed in March 1951 and found dead in Denmark four 

months later, and a meadow pipit ringed in June 1952 which was recovered in France in October.  Figure 4 

(see map over the page) shows some of the longer range recoveries.  The most dramatic recovery – of a 

common sandpiper – is told in one of the following stories. 
 

  Old birders remember   Les Dewdney remembers some of the stories from the past days of ringing:  The 

settling beds were not the place to go if you were allergic to insect bites – the swarms of midges there were 

notorious.  Les remembers walking along the river one day and, as he approached the sewage works, hearing 

what sounded like a clapping football crowd.  On further investigation he found it was a multitude of ducks 

on the settling beds snapping away at the insects! 

  Les had grown up with birds and didn’t need to bother with field guides when he was ringing.  However, he 

got rather worried late one evening when he caught an amazing number of jack snipe – so much so that he 

felt the need to take one home in a bag to check it out!  
  Les Dewdney was always an early riser, whilst Edward never appeared before 0930, a rather late hour for a 

ringer.  Les went down one morning and found three greenshank.  He caught and ringed 2 and had released  
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them before Edward showed up.  However he kept one for Edward since he had not rung one before and 

ringers always liked adding to their repertoire of ringed species. 

  Les went down to the filter beds with Thomas one day and Tom spotted a bird which subsequently flew up 

into a tree.  He described it to Les.  It had yellow on it and black on the head.  ‘Obviously a great tit’ said 

Les.  Thomas persisted that it wasn’t so they went to look.  The bird had been a siskin and Les and Thomas 

rushed to put up the mist nets.  In due course they were to trap a flock of thirteen
4
.  It was 1962, and this was 

the first time in 15 years of ringing this species had been trapped.  There was to be only 1 further ringing of 

this species, two years later. 

  Les Dewdney remembers that, whilst he always managed to get filthy after a ringing session, Edward was 

always immaculate both before and afterwards.  On one occasion Edward fell into one of the trenches, which 

led Bob to suggest ‘If you can’t swim, just go through the motions!’ 

 

  Les describes himself as a ‘country lad’, who’d been raised to have an empathy with nature and its ways.  

He had been very successful when he started ringing, having an instinct for the best places to put up his nets.  

However, he got his come-uppance when having breakfast one day with his son, Thomas.  One of the things 

ringers always look forward to is receiving the little pink slips from the BTO advising that one of tie rings 

has been recovered.  This was the day Les got his first returns and was very excited.  He found that a blue tit 

he’d ringed had been found drowned in a puddle in Burley and a chaffinch had been found dead at High 

Royd.  Thomas put Les’s efforts in perspective.  ‘I think you’d better give up ringing, Dad’, he said ‘when 

one of your ringed birds commits suicide and the other goes daft!’  

                                                      
4
 One of the siskin was subsequently re-trapped in the Netherlands. 
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RINGING TOTALS - BY SPECIES  (23,230 in 21 years) 

Manx Shearwater  1 

Mute Swan  7 

Eurasian Teal  3 

Mallard   20 

Common Eider  1 

Common Kestrel  11 

Water Rail  1 

Common Moorhen  79 

Eurasian Oystercatcher 12 

Little Plover  5 

Ringed Plover  1 

European Golden Plover 2 

Northern Lapwing  908 

Dunlin   6 

Jack Snipe  10 

Common Snipe  85 

Eurasian Woodcock 6 

Eurasian Curlew  83 

Common Redshank  78 

Common Greenshank 2 

Green Sandpiper  3 

Common Sandpiper 27 

Black-headed Gull  124 

Lesser Black-backed Gull  27 

Common Wood Pigeon 4 

Eurasian Collared Dove 1 

Common Cuckoo  9 

Little Owl  17 

Tawny Owl  11 

Short-eared Owl  1 

European Nightjar  1 

Common Swift  1,246 

Common Kingfisher 7 

Greater Spotted Woodpecker  9 

Sky Lark   44 

Sand Martin  3,081 

Barn Swallow  546 

House Martin  1,160 

Tree Pipit   38 

Meadow Pipit  954 

Yellow Wagtail  230 

Grey Wagtail  40 

Pied Wagtail  650 

Bohemian Waxwing 9 

White-throated nipper 50 

Winter Wren  114 

Hedge Accentor (Dunnock) 625 

European Robin  652 

Black Redstart  3 

Common Redstart  107 

Whinchat   65 

Stonechat   1 

Northern Wheatear  47 

Ring Ousel  89 

Common Blackbird  1,252 

Fieldfare   3 

Song Thrush  656 

Redwing   10 

Mistle Thrush  80 

Grasshopper Warbler 2 

Sedge Warbler  37 

Eurasian Reed Warbler 1 

Lesser Whitethroat  7 

Common Whitethroat 189 

Garden Warbler  75 

Blackcap   86 

Wood Warbler  11 

Common Chiffchaff 5 

Willow Warbler  758 

Goldcrest   11 

Spotted Flycatcher  62 

Pied Flycatcher  27 

Long-tailed Tit  31 

Marsh Tit   22 

Willow Tit  2 

Coal Tit   33 

Blue Tit   1,522 

Great Tit   532 

Wood Nuthatch  1 

Eurasian Treecreeper 24 

Eurasian Jay  11 

Black-billed Magpie 18 

Eurasian Jackdaw  14 

Rook   5 

Common Starling  1,785 

House Sparrow  1,069 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 410 

Chaffinch  1,119 

Brambling  12 

European Greenfinch 1,456 

European Goldfinch 8 

Eurasian Siskin  14 

Common Linnet  308 

Lesser Redpoll  25 

Common Bullfinch  116 

Hawfinch   1 

Yellowhammer  57 

Reed Bunting  49 

Corn Bunting  1 

 

And some tales from other ringing operations   Les and Connie went up to Grass Wood for a picnic with 

Bob Parkinson.  Les and Bob walked up into the wood and disturbed a common sandpiper.  Its behaviour 

suggested it had a nest nearby.  Les and Bob hunted high and low and couldn’t find it, but they did 

eventually find a juvenile hiding in the wall; they ringed it and put it back.  It was 2nd June 1963.  …And so 

began the most amazing of any of the WNS recoveries.  The bird was found on the 20th November of the 

same year in the oil radiator of a USSR plane’s engine whilst it was being serviced in Moscow.  From the 

flight plan it was considered most likely it was hit during take off or landing at either Bamako (Mali) or 

Accra (Ghana). 

  One winter the ringers received a call that there was a small flock of waxwings in a small garden in 

Cowpasture road.  Les and Bob put up a 20 foot mist net across the garden. Unbeknown to them the daughter 

of the house on the opposite side of the road reported to her father that ‘there were some rough men in the 

garden opposite’…fortunately, the father had the presence of mind to check up on the situation before calling 

in the police.  Les and Bob, undisturbed by the incident, went on to successfully ring most of the small flock. 

  For many years there has been a large evening roost of starlings in the centre of Bradford.  Edward Skinner, 

a wool merchant, got a call from someone in the Wool Exchange one evening saying they had a strange bird 

had come in with the starlings.  Edward was rather dismissive but his caller was very persistent and rang 

back three or four times.  In the end he decided he would have to go in and take a look.  Imagine his 

amazement when he looked out and found a water rail standing amongst the starlings.  He reached out, 

caught it and brought it back to Ilkley, the only bird of this species which was ever caught and ringed.  It was 

later released at the sewage works. 

John Flood and Les Dewdney 
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HEDGEHOG SUMMER 
 

Whatever the Chinese calendar has to say on the matter, for me 2005 will always be the Year of the 

Hedgehog. Over the eight summers we have lived in our present house in Ben Rhydding, we have had signs 

that our garden was being visited by this increasingly rare mammal – mainly in the form of cylindrical 

droppings deposited at random across the lawn – and we had the occasional glimpses of the animal itself, 

sidling along the edge of a border or disappearing round the corner of the house. On one sad occasion we 

discovered a clearly distressed and disoriented animal on the drive in the middle of the day. We took it to the 

vet but, alas, it was too ill to save.  So, we should certainly have concurred with the general opinion that 

hedgehog numbers are seriously declining. However, last year was different. 

    The show really started on 3
rd

 June when I glanced out into our back garden in the twilight and there was a 

hedgehog busily clearing up the seed which the choosy finches scatter below our pole-mounted feeder at the 

edge of the lawn. Perhaps slugs and other invertebrates had also been attracted by the food and provided an 

additional item on the hedgehog menu, for it worked away steadily for about twenty minutes before 

zigzagging off across the lawn and disappearing through the hedge. After that, I was on the lookout each 

evening, and, on most occasions, was not 

disappointed. There seemed to be a pattern: 

the hedgehog appearing at about the same 

time, emerging from the flower border to the 

left of the feeder, thoroughly investigating 

the area around it, then pottering off to the 

right, with characteristic hedgehog stops, 

starts and diversions, finally disappearing 

either around the corner of the house or 

through the hedge to our neighbour’s garden, 

where his currant bushes no doubt provided 

dessert. 

   We could recognise “our” hedgehog as she was quite light coloured and had a particularly luxuriant fair 

ruff of fur around the face. With crashing originality we called her “Hedge” and looked forward to her 

nightly visits. On 20
th
 June, a hot evening, she kept breaking off the foraging to scratch, and this became so 

vigorous and so sustained that I was quite worried – had she got some serious infestation? Her little legs 

flailed about, sometimes not really connecting at all. Then I noticed flecks of foam flying and realised that 

she was engaged in the process of self-anointing. I had only seen this once before, when I came across a big 

hedgehog on the moor producing large amounts of froth from its mouth, which it smeared over its prickles, 

using first one paw then another in a positive flurry of activity. The reason for this behaviour is obscure – 

perhaps it helps control parasites, perhaps it is connected with mating. Remnants of dried foam were still 

visible on the grass of our lawn next morning when I went to fill up the bird feeder. I was relieved to realise 

that Hedge had not been suffering from some kind of hedgehog fit and pleased to have witnessed this 

obscure piece of behaviour again. 

   The very next evening the plot thickened. As Hedge was busy feeding, a second animal, larger and darker 

in colour, appeared for a few moments in the herbaceous border. “Hog” had entered the story. After this, 

although Hedge continued her nightly routine, Hog only occasionally visited and, when she became aware of 

his presence, she scuttled away at once. Hedgehogs are generally solitary creatures. Their ranges overlap but 

they avoid each other by varying the timing of their foraging excursions. On the 20
th
 July, however, although 

Hedge scurried off on Hog’s arrival, she soon returned. By now I was putting out special hedgehog food, and 

the two fed side by side for about twenty minutes, occasionally coming nose to nose, and finally went off 

together into the flower border.  

   Hedgehog courting is a very noisy business, but, up to this point, our pair was quite quiet except for the 

usual snuffling and munching sounds, so we could not be certain that we had a mating pair. However, in mid 

August, we first spotted a very small young hedgehog in the garden feeding alone. Some time later that 

evening an adult, quickly identified as Hedge, appeared, accompanied by a slightly larger youngster. So, we 
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now had confirmation that Hedge was a female and that she had at least two young which, with rather more 

imagination, we named Hocus and Pocus**. We saw the family fairly regularly over the next two weeks and 

got to know the youngsters as individuals. Though smaller, Hocus often came on his own. Pocus stuck more 

closely to his mother, on one occasion breaking off his foraging to nudge into her until she gave him a quick 

suckle. Gradually, though, Hedge withdrew, and it was the two siblings we saw. At this stage they seemed 

quite happy to be feeding together, often quite close to each other. Then, basic hedgehog nature asserted 

itself and they began to live their separate and solitary lives.  

  In early September, the pattern changed. Either they came well after dark or started foraging further afield, 

and our hedgehog summer was over. It had been a great delight to be able to observe these nocturnal 

creatures at such close quarters, and to learn more about their habits and family life. We are just hoping they 

survive the winter and reappear in 2006. 

 

** It’s impossible to tell the sex of a hedgehog without handling them. We only knew Hedge was a female 

when we saw her with the youngsters. Of course, Hocus and Pocus could be either sex, but somehow it 

seemed unfriendly, after our close acquaintanceship, to refer to either as “it”. It’s actually hard to identify 

individuals, especially in the semi-dark and I was only able to distinguish between them when they were 

together. There’s an intriguing postscript to the story. One evening towards the end of my hedgehog season, 

Hedge and Pocus appeared, their backs marked with white paint – a stripe across Hedge’s back and a neat 

spot on Pocus’s rear end. Someone else nearby was apparently spending time hedgehog watching and had 

solved the identification problem in this way! 

Jenny Dixon 

 

 

NEW BOOKS FOR BOTANISTS 

 

2005 was a milestone year for the Society, as we all know.  The botanists were also celebrating another 

milestone, though they were a year or two late.  But if you were out with them last year you may well have 

heard them talking about a ‘new atlas’.  They mean this: 

  NEW ATLAS OF THE BRITISH AND IRISH FLORA   This is a huge book, based on more than 9 

million records sent in by volunteers (including some well-known Wharfedale Nats) of plants they had seen 

since 1987.  It provides 2,412 dot maps of British Isles species.  A CD comes with the book, which is very 

useful if you have a computer or a bad back, because the book weighs in at over 10 lbs!  The CD has all the 

maps, and additional maps of another 942 plants not shown in the book. 

  Each map prints a dot for every 10 kilometre square of the National Grid in which the particular plant was 

spotted.  It takes 3,907 such squares to cover all the dry land in the British Isles but the maps are not too 

difficult to read and you can get plastic overlays which make them easier still.  It follows the botanists’ 

tradition of treating the British Isles as a single ecological and recording unit.  It includes therefore Ireland 

(both south and north), the Channel Islands, Orkney and Shetland and all the other offshore islands.  As you 

can imagine, there is no end to what you can learn from such a huge study. 

  It wasn’t the first, however.  Exactly 150 years earlier H C Watson had made the first vice-county lists and 

defined the vice-county boundaries which naturalists use to this day.  Then, from 1955 to 1960 records were 

collected for the 1962 Atlas of the British Flora.  (Though the title didn’t say so, this too included Irish 

records, so the two atlases are comparable and you can see various trends, if you put in the time to do so.)  

This 1962 Atlas was the first national dot-map atlas (and a lot of experience was gained through making it, 

not least because it showed up the inadequacies and inaccuracies of the process).  As well as plants seen 

between 1930 and 1955 it also plotted those seen before 1930.  That too was useful information, even if the 

accuracy of some of the older records was suspect.  With all that, and now the 2002 New Atlas, a ‘big’ 

picture and many detailed ones of our British (and Irish) flora is coming together. 

  How are the plants doing?   Of course, to get the full details you have to search, plant by plant.  But the 

‘big’ picture shows that tall plants have done better than short ones (why?).  Plants introduced here more 
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than 500 years ago are declining a bit but later introductions have done well (why, again?).  Trees have done 

better than ground plants.  British ‘northerly’ plants (we are talking Europe-wide distribution) are under 

pressure while plants with a southern distribution are happier.  (Global warming, perhaps?)  Our native 

plants are mostly going neither up nor down, though a few, like Welsh Poppy, have spread greatly in the 

years between the two atlases.  And so on.  There are lots of variations, depending on all sorts of factors – 

soil type, levels of nutrients, other plants associated etc. 

  New words.   There’s a couple of new words in the New Atlas that botanists are having to learn: 

‘archaeophyte’ and ‘neophyte’.  Frightening! 

  Archaeophytes are plants that people introduced, accidentally or on purpose, before AD 1500. There are 

about 150 of them.  Some, like poppies, are crop-weeds probably brought in by Iron Age farmers.  Others 

may have been grown for food or for medicinal and other uses or just because they were pretty.  Many have 

become an integral part of our flora.  Earlier generations of botanists have regarded some of them as ‘native’, 

like Shepherd’s-purse or White Dead-nettle.  

  Neophytes are plants we have introduced since AD 1500.  They include all the plants brought from the New 

World or the Far East by foresters or gardeners which have subsequently escaped or been planted in the wild.  

Michaelmas-daisies and Pineappleweed are among these.  1,402 plants are designated neophytes in the New 

Atlas. 

  Our 1,396 ‘native’ species are here through natural colonisation since the end of the last Ice Age (or in just 

a very few cases possibly as survivors from before).  They include trees like Birch and Oak, and plants such 

as Daffodil and White Clover.  Some ‘natives’ are still coming.  Ploughshare Orchid arrived only a few years 

ago, probably from North Africa on a southerly summer breeze.  

  There are also another 2,000-odd ‘rare casuals’ which turn up in the wild from time to time but don’t 

survive more than a year or two.  The lavender-blue Sutera which is growing in the pavement outside the 

Station Hotel, Ilkley, may be one of these, or it may settle permanently, in which case we will class it as a 

neophyte.  It looks as though it came from a garden centre and dropped out of a hanging basket, a year or 

two ago. 

  Why bother?   Why should we want to know whether plants are native, or old or new introductions?  

There’s the historical interest.  If we can date the introductions it tells us a lot about how pharmacists, cooks 

and gardeners went about their business in times past.  More mundanely, managing our countryside is easier 

and more effective if we know how settled the plants are.  Controlling Ragwort or Nettle will be 

extraordinarily difficult because they are native plants, very happy here, and with well-worked-out ways of 

surviving, no matter what we might throw at them.  If, on the other hand, we know that a plant is an 

introduction and needed human help to become established, maybe it won’t survive if we walk away from it.  

Out of cultivation Wheat lasts only a few years before it dies out.  The other side of the coin is that if we 

know that a plant is a native or an archaeophyte we can also be confident about how it will grow in the future 

– not too much differently from in the present:  we recognise it as an old friend (or foe).  But neophytes are 

as yet unpredictable and need to be watched – need I mention New Zealand Pigmyweed, Japanese Knotweed 

or Indian Balsam! 

  Telling an archaeophyte from a neophyte or a native plant isn’t 100% certain or at all straightforward, but 

there are only a few of the 150-odd archaeophytes that there’s much doubt about.  The cut-off date for 

neophytes is fixed at AD 1500 because people started printing books around then.  If the Elizabethan 

herbalists wrote about a plant, it must already have been here!  Plants which were introduced later are almost 

always noted in print somewhere.  There are other ways to judge a plant’s status.  There won’t be complete 

confidence, but a suggestive picture can be built up. 

 

THE CHANGING FLORA OF THE UK 

I said that to get the full details from the New Atlas is a laborious, though fascinating business.  However, a 

quick overall view (which I have drawn on for much of the above) can be got from a 36-page glossy large 

booklet of interpretation entitled The Changing Flora of the UK, by the same team of writers.  It comes from 

DEFRA and I think it is free.  You can also down-load it from their website.  It’s well worth having. 
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PLANT ATLAS OF MID-WEST YORKSHIRE 

I must mention this other book, new this year.  Phyl Abbott, the Botanical Society’s local Recorder, has 

written the Plant Atlas of Mid-west Yorkshire.  (That has been known to naturalists since Watson in 1852 as 

‘Vice-county 64’ and it stretches from Drax to Clitheroe. It includes Bowland, Wharfedale, Nidderdale and 

upper Ribblesdale, north to the watersheds).  No plant list had been made 

for this area since 1888, so it has taken Phyl twenty years of hard work. 

  Phyl lives on our side of Leeds and often visits us.  Many of our 

members sent their records in to her.  The book is like a local version of 

the national Atlases but naturally gets into more detail.  Instead of 

mapping over a 10 km grid (hectads) she has been able to use a 2 km one 

(tetrads).  So using the book gives you a much closer idea of where the 

plants are.  1,794 taxa are mapped, and for each one there are thumbnail 

notes on distribution.  There is an introductory ‘Botanical Tour of the 

Vice-county’ and particular studies on geology and soils.  Sixteen 

excellent colour photos from the cameras of Phyl or her husband Cedric, a 

painting by the late Helen Lefévre and four overall maps of the vice-

county complete the offering. 

These two recent atlases, with their predecessor, show that plants, like all 

other natural organisms, are on the march and changing before our eyes.  

They tell us ‘how’ this is happening and suggest endless questions as to 

‘why’.  I find such speculations irresistible, don’t you? 
 

 

ORCHIDS   Lovers of British wild orchids have been spoiled during 2005, with no fewer than three detailed 

and illustrated comprehensive guides coming out.  The cheapest is English Nature’s Britain’s Orchids, by 

David Lang.  Michael Foley and Sidney Clarke’s Orchids of the British Isles is the dearest, while A and S 

Harrap’s Orchids of Britain and Ireland is somewhere in between.  Take your pick!  And don’t forget to 

‘have a field day’ in 2006!   
 

PUBLICATION  DETAILS 

ABBOTT, P.P.  Plant Atlas of Mid-west Yorkshire, Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union, 2005.  £21.00.  ISBN 0-

9504093-6-7. 

  FOLEY, M. & CLARKE, S.  Orchids of the British Isles  Griffin Press and Royal Botanic Garden, 

Edinburgh, 2005.  £40.00.  ISBN 0-9541916-1-7. 

  HARRAP, A & S.  Orchids of Britain and Ireland  A & C Black, 2005.  £27.50. 

  LANG, D.  Britain’s Orchids  English Nature, 2004.  £15.00.  ISBN 1-903657-06-7. 

  PERRING, F.H. & WALTERS, S.M. eds.  Atlas of the British Flora  Botanical Society of the British Isles 

and Thomas Nelson & Sons,  1962.  Now out of print. 

  PRESTON, C.D. et al. eds.  New Atlas of the British and Irish Flora  Oxford University Press, 2002.  ISBN 

0-19-851067-5.  Available from Summerfield Books, Brough at £70.00 (ask also for the overlays).  More 

expensive elsewhere. 

  PRESTON, C.D. et al.  The Changing Flora of the UK  DEFRA, 2002.  Free (?)  It can be downloaded 

from  http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/ewd/flora/changing-flora.pdf  The download can be 

reproduced readily, subject to a few minimal restrictions. 

  H.C. Watson published his Cybele Britannica in 1847-52, and Topographical Botany in 1873-4.  A 

facsimile of Cybele was published in 1978.  Watson’s enduring legacy is his system of vice-counties, 

essentially unchanged.  The Ray Society published in 1969 a descriptive booklet by J. E. Dandy with two 

large-scale maps detailing vice-county boundaries.  The large maps are out of print but vector file maps for 

use with MapInfo and ESRI/ArcView etc. can be obtained free online from the National Biodiversity 

Network http://www.nbn.org.uk/information/info.asp?Level1D=1&Level2D=53 . 

Mike Atkinson 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/ewd/flora/changing-flora.pdf
http://www.nbn.org.uk/information/info.asp?Level1D=1&Level2D=53
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BOOK REVIEW 

Land Marks and Sea Wings by John Busby 

 

This book about the work of a founder Member of the Wharfedale Naturalists, was published in December 

2005.  Rather than being solely about the artist’s observations of birds and animals, for which he is 

nationally acclaimed, ‘Land Marks and Sea Wings’ pays tribute to the work of John Busby over more than 

seventy years. 

  John spent his early years living in Lower Wharfedale in Menston and attending Ilkley Grammar School, 

where his talent was soon recognised by head of art Bill Leadbetter.  As a teenager he was thrilled to join the 

new Wharfedale Naturalists Society for the opportunity it presented to meet fellow wildlife enthusiasts.  One 

of his special mentors was Walter Flesher from whom he learnt much about bird behaviour.  After the 

Grammar School he became a student at Leeds Art College, and then, after an interruption for National 

Service, he headed north to continue his studies in Edinburgh.  Following graduation he was appointed 

lecturer at the College of Art and made his home in Scotland.  

  From early days his wildlife painting philosophy has been to depict the ‘jizz’ of birds or animals (how we 

actually see them) rather than detailed descriptive painting, so it follows that ‘Land’ has always been an 

integral part of his wildlife illustrations; equally ‘Wings’ are part and parcel of his landscapes.  This is an 

equation so obvious to him one suspects it hardly enters his mind that other people may need their eyes 

opening to its possibilities; however, once opened, they will certainly be rewarded by a new way of looking.  

It follows that he does not comment on technical details, they are taken as understood:  he captures the speed 

of a cliff-diving gannet, the wariness of a fishing otter or the concentration of a wind-hanging falcon in a 

way that is instantly convincing and absolutely accurate. 

  Equally as stimulating are the visual adventures of John’s landscapes: for example the colours and contents 

to be found in a tide-abandoned pool, a bird’s eye journey over a hillside and beyond, shadows on a steam 

filled volcanic crater, etc. etc.  These works, the heart of his artistic endeavour, are often the result of 

journeys which have taken him from Aberlady to Aldabra, from the Galapagos to Greece, from the South 

Atlantic to the Shetlands – in short from Wharfedale to the rest of the world. 

  Land Marks and Sea Wings has been commissioned by the Wildlife Art Gallery in Lavenham and is 

available from book shops, price £45.  (ISBN 0-9526-2369-2) 

PL 

 

A MORALITY PLAY BESIDE THE WHARFE 

 
Although not a member of the WNS, Arnold Pacey consulted Society members about the ecology of this site and we 

thank him for letting us have this article for publication here. 
 

There is a field on the south bank of the River Wharfe which straddles the parish boundary between 

Addingham and Ilkley. Its old name was Low Cocken dose, but it belonged to Hollin Hall Farm, and 

developers who once proposed to build holiday chalets there referred to it by that name. On the first occasion 

when their chalet development was proposed, about 1990, councillors who went there on a site visit were 

greeted by a most respectable demonstration mounted by elderly ladies carrying banners, and a man with an 

oil painting illustrating the flora of the site. 

  The demonstration was in vain, for the developers got their planning permission.  However, a downturn in 

the economy led them to postpone building anything, and meanwhile the flora flourished. Before the 

developers bought the land, a farmer had sometimes made hay in the field, usually late in the season, and he 

had intermittently used it for grazing. Wild flowers had ample time to set seed, and then, while the 

developers waited for the economy to pick up, no farming at all took place. A culverted stream became 

blocked, and parts of the field became quite marshy. 

  Ragged robin became ever more prolific among the sedges, and in June each year, it seemed that pink 

blooms covered the whole of the eastern part of the field. Two species of orchid were also to be found, and 

the food plants of many butterflies. 
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  Then the field changed hands, and early in 1997, the new owner applied again for planning permission for 

chalets, thinking that renewal of the old, expired permission would go through without a hitch. That summer, 

the field seemed exceptionally lovely, and members of an informal walking group called Addingham Field 

Days took photographs, made lists of species, and sought help from Addingham Civic Society and 

Wharfedale Naturalists. 

  In September of that year a report on the ecology of the field with species lists and colour photographs was 

sent to Bradford Council planners. In a formal acknowledgement the planners called it an ‘impressive 

ecological appraisal’, and informal comments suggested that they were stimulated by the document to review 

the role of the field in the Green Belt, especially in the light of a recent tightening of government green-belt 

policy. 

  In November 1997, Bradford Council formally rejected the planning application. The field was saved, we 

thought, and it seemed that a highly significant battle had been won. As for the developer, he had invested a 

large sum on the assumption that planning permission would be go through easily, and now he was almost 

ruined. But eventually he was lucky, and found a buyer for the field willing to pay a reasonable price. 

  The purchaser was a golf club with a strong interest in retaining a green open space, but with no interest, it 

now seems, in nature conservation. A big effort was made to fence the field more securely, which seemed 

ominous, but was a definite improvement at the Addingham end. Marker posts were put in where orchids 

were growing, and the fencing contractor’s vehicles avoided these areas, and that seemed a hopeful sign. But 

then the blocked culvert was cleared, the field began to dry out, and the next spring, there were sheep 

grazing.  

  During the first couple of years, large clumps of sedges survived. The sheep avoided these and a few 

orchids and ragged robin plants flowered among them. But now the field is drier and there are fewer sedges. 

In June 2005, only three ragged robin flowers could be seen. It has to be said that, with the grass kept short 

by grazing, the field looks much less unkempt. One could hardly do better with a lawn-mower. As a green 

area, it is neat and attractive, and Dalesway walkers who never knew its former glory must enjoy this tidy 

sward between trees and the river. But when was nature ever tidy? 

  Clearly, there is much to learn here about the wariness with which one should watch landowners and 

developers who speak of greenspace as a one-word management idea, or who even offer to create ‘nature 

reserves’. Whose concept of nature are they using? After all, in another part of Addingham, bluebells are 

sprayed with weed killer every spring in the interests of having a tidy roadside edge along a lane which 

carries no traffic.  

Arnold Pacey 

 

 

THE RICHES OF RAGWORT – Senecio jacobaea  

Ragwort flowers covered in butterflies make a pretty 

picture throughout the summer. In fact, if you want to 

photograph butterflies (and bees and hoverflies), Ragwort 

is a good place to start. Insects love this plant – 177 

species have been recorded feeding on its nectar. Its 

beauty has been celebrated in verse – the poet John Clare 

wrote these words in 1831: 

 

Ragwort thou humble flower with tattered leaves  

I love to see thee come & litter gold...  

Thy waste of shining blossoms richly shields  

The sun tanned sward in splendid hues that burn  

So bright & glaring that the very light  

Of the rich sunshine doth to paleness turn  

And seems but very shadows in thy sight. 
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  In this article I would like to highlight some of the benefits of Ragwort as well as looking at its well-known 

(but often over-hyped) toxicity to horses. 

  First, let’s look at the plant.  Ragwort gets its common name from its 

ragged leaves. Its specific name jacobaea ironically comes from St. James, 

the patron saint of horses, although under the name of Staggerwort, an 

infusion from its leaves was used to treat the staggers in horses. It has also 

been used in human medicine as a remedy for rheumatism, gout and 

sciatica (the leaves applied as a poultice) and as a gargle for an ulcerated 

throat and mouth. 

  Yet another old name, Cankerwort, reflects its use for the treatment of 

cancerous ulcers. This might not be quite as unlikely as it sounds – 

pyrrolizidine alkaloids (the toxic principle) or their derivatives have an 

action on cell division similar to some anti-cancer drugs. 

  The leaves have an unpleasant smell when crushed and the Scots called it 

Stinking Billy after William, Duke of Cumberland, the ruthless victor of 

the Battle of Culloden. As Cushag Ragwort is the National flower of the 

Isle of Man. 

  Common Ragwort is a NATIVE plant in this country and throughout 

much of Europe. It belongs to the genus Senecio which also includes other 

less common ragworts (Marsh, Hoary, and the rare Great Fen Ragwort) as 

well as Common Groundsel. It is a biennial – it appears as a rosette of ragged leaves in the first year and 

sends up a flowering stem in the second year. It flowers and then dies. If the crown is damaged before it sets 

seed, it may become a short-lived perennial and flower again the following year. 

  It thrives on disturbed or bare ground (rabbit diggings create favourable conditions). It doesn’t germinate 

well in a closed sward, so it appears for example when a roadside verge is dug up, but disappears a few years 

later when other plants become established and cover the ground. 

  The seed (and there may be 150,000 from a single plant) is wind dispersed, but it doesn’t travel very far at 

all from the parent plant. There are several published studies that have investigated dispersal distances, the 

most often quoted being that by McEvoy and Cox published by the Ecological Society of America in 1987. 

  Seeds were marked with fluorescent dye and traps placed at varying distances. The results indicated that 

89% of Ragwort seed travelled no more than 5m, with none found more than 14m from the source. 

Recruitment is from nearby plants, and pest levels of Ragwort abundance are dependent on land 

management, not seed source proximity. 

  Despite claims (mostly from horse owners) that there has been an explosion of Ragwort in recent years, this 

is not borne out by scientific evidence – the New Atlas of the Flora of Britain and Ireland (2002) shows 

distribution unchanged from the 1962 Atlas. There may be yearly and local fluctuations in abundance, but 

overall there is no evidence for an increase (although public awareness of the plant has certainly increased). 

  What about Ragwort and Horses?  Ragwort is poisonous to horses if they eat it and this has been known for 

hundreds of years and pastures managed accordingly. The effect is unlikely to be immediate, but can build 

up over time if Ragwort is repeatedly ingested. Pyrrolizidine alkaloids in the plant are converted in the liver 

to toxic pyrrole compounds which attack liver cells and cause cumulative damage which may eventually be 

sufficient to produce symptoms such as unsteadiness or even lead to death. Livestock in general are affected, 

horses in particular, but sheep rather less so, probably because enzymes in their rumen partly detoxify the 

alkaloids before absorption. 

  There has been much talk about the lethal dose for a horse with claims such as ‘as little as 1lb of fresh 

Ragwort can kill a full grown horse’. I’d like to know who measured out the dose, then stood and watched 

whilst the horse consumed it! A more reasonable figure, based on known mode of action and some animal 

studies, is around 7% of bodyweight. For a 1000lb horse, this is 70lb. 

  But horses and cattle avoid eating growing Ragwort because of its bitter taste – they will only eat it if they 

are starving and there is nothing else in the pasture.  
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  Ragwort is a problem in hay, because once dried, it loses its taste but not its toxicity. Horse owners should 

buy fodder from a reliable source (it is an offence under the Agriculture Act 1970 and the Feeding Stuffs 

Regulations 2000 to supply fodder containing Ragwort). Surely the problem of Ragwort poisoning would be 

better dealt with by proper implementation of this legislation, rather than calling for widespread eradication 

of this native plant! Good pasture management is the key to prevent Ragwort becoming established.  

  It is difficult to ascertain the scale of Ragwort poisoning in horses, as there is no current test available to 

diagnose accurately whether an animal is suffering from Ragwort poisoning, and certainly no test to help 

determine whether any such poisoning relates to ingestion of conserved or live Ragwort. Estimated figures 

for horse deaths vary widely. The last confirmed figure (MAFF) was 10 in 1999.The National Trust, one of 

the country’s biggest landowners, has not experienced a Ragwort poisoning problem with animals grazing on 

its land. 

  However, for an example of ‘lies, damned lies and statistics’, the following is hard to beat. A survey asked 

the British Equestrian Veterinary Association (BEVA) members how many suspected cases of Ragwort 

fatalities they had seen in 2002. Just 4% (84) of BEVA members responded. Between them they had seen a 

total of 283 cases, an average of 3.37 each. The 3.37 was then multiplied by the total membership of 1945 to 

give an annual total of 6553 cases! There were actually 62 respondents who had had a proven case.  

  A powerful horse lobby sponsored a Bill in the Houses of Parliament, and in 2003 the Ragwort Control Act 

was passed which broadened the categories of people who need to control Ragwort and the Code of Practice 

advises how and when to do this. 

  If the Code is properly followed, it does emphasise the need for Ragwort control only where it poses a 

threat to livestock (particularly horses). It does not seek to eradicate Ragwort and acknowledges its status as 

a native plant important for wildlife. The danger is that Councils are pressed into eradicating Ragwort (and 

chemicals are the easiest option) from roadside verges and waste ground, nowhere near grazing animals, by 

vocal horse owners who simply want it wiped out. It is not illegal to have Ragwort growing on your land. 

Ragwort is a specified weed under the Weeds Act 1959 (along with some thistles and docks) and under this 

Act (mostly directed at farming) action should be taken to prevent its spread. 

  Why do we care about Ragwort? – after all, it’s only a weed and there are 

plenty of other flowers in the countryside (!). 

  Ragwort is exceptionally rich in the insect fauna it supports and has a long 

flowering period providing nectar late in the year when there’s little else about. 

177 species of insect have been recorded feeding on the nectar. 77 species feed 

on or live in the foliage and 30 of these are confined to Ragwort. A further 22 

are highly reliant, and these include 5 Red Data Book and 8 Nationally Scarce 

insects. 

  There are moths, butterflies, bees, hoverflies, other flies, wasps, beetles – 

insects love Ragwort! The plant also supports 14 species of fungi and Common 

Broomrape. 

  So Ragwort is a wonderful plant for biodiversity and as John Muir, the 

renowned 19
th
 century naturalist, said ‘everything is hitched to everything else 

in the Universe’. 

  Of all the insects that Ragwort supports, the best known is the 

red and black Cinnabar Moth with its yellow and black stripy 

caterpillars (both are poisonous having absorbed toxins from 

the plant – hence the warning colours). The photograph (left) 

shows biological control in action at Sun Lane Nature Reserve! 

To summarise:  Ragwort is a NATIVE plant (not an invasive alien weed like Himalayan 

Balsam, Giant Hogweed or Japanese Knotweed). 

  Ragwort should be controlled only when it poses a tangible threat to livestock (and the risk should be 

properly evaluated).  In many situations it does no harm and the biodiversity it supports is of enormous 

benefit to wildlife. 

Anne Riley 
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POLYPODY FERNS IN WHARFEDALE 

 

The fern most likely to be seen adorning a wall top or 

gracefully hanging over a mossy bank is the 

Polypody. Where possible it prefers to take up a 

commanding position looking down on its fellow 

plant-life. Other locations for it are rocky outcrops 

and crags and it also colonises living trees as well as 

old stumps, anywhere that its rhizomes can creep 

through a mossy mulch or rocky soil, sending up 

frequent fronds which develop into sizable clumps or 

sometimes large colonies. These free draining 

locations demand good humidity or plentiful rainfall 

for good growth. So in Wharfedale, polypodies prefer 

sites close to water and are more frequent in the 

wetter upper dale, occurring only spasmodically in 

the lower drier eastern end of our region. 

  The polypody family is easily recognisable by its 

one-pinnate fronds and bright yellow sori (containing 

the spore capsules) when ripe. But taxonomically it 

has been divided into three separate species of 

different chromosome counts, and these can be less 

easy to identify definitively without aid. The 

Common Polypody (Polypodium vulgare) has 

parallel-sided fairly narrow fronds and small round 

sori. Whereas, the Intermediate or Western Polypody (Polypodium interjectum) has wider fronds, usually 

thicker in texture, with a more curved profile and large oval shaped sori. The rarer Southern Polypody 

(Polypodium cambricum or P. australe) has a dumpy shaped frond, relatively small lengthwise but wide with 

long pinnae. 

  As these characters can show a degree of overlap it is often necessary to look at the detail of the sori with a 

microscope or strong lens to get an accurate identification, in particular one needs to count the number of 

cells making up the annulus of the sporangium (spore producing capsule) as these differ between the three 

species. 

  I am in the gradual process of putting together a distribution map for polypody ferns in Wharfedale. The 

Common Polypody as its name suggests is by far the commonest, occurring throughout the dale, although 

tailing off in numbers in the drier lower parts. But it is quite well established in the Washburn valley. The 

Intermediate Polypody has its stronghold around Bolton Abbey. It generally prefers limestone rather than 

acidic rocks but will happily grow on lime-mortared walls, particularly when long established, such as in 

ecclesiastical situations or around old halls and manors. Examples locally occur at Low Mill Lane, 

Addingham and Denton Hall. Further up the dale it grows here and there on limestone crags, for example, 

Trollers Gill near Appletreewick. 

  The Southern Polypody prefers the milder climate along the western seaboard of Britain and especially in 

the southwest, so it is very rarely found in colder Pennine areas. Nevertheless members of our local fern 

group in the Pteridological Society have been studying some isolated colonies in the Dales, notably near 

Clapham and Malham, where it grows on limestone crags, often high up and difficult to reach! The one 

definite colony I know of so far in Wharfedale is at Girling Trough, Conistone, where several small clumps 

can be seen colonising the limestone rocks in a very sheltered location. Look for its bright yellow sori which 

ripen in winter (the other two species ripen in summer to autumn). 

  As well as the three separate species there are also occasions when hybrids occur. For example in the 

Malham area we have identified three distinct hybrids formed from different crossings of the three parent 

species. Hybrids are indicated by the presence of spores which are mostly misshapen and do not ripen 
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yellow, as well as sporangia which shrivel up without producing viable spores. On the Dalesway riverside 

path at Loup Scar above Burnsall a large colony which dominates the vegetation on the limestone scar 

appears to be a hybrid between P. vulgare and P. interjectum, known as P. x mantoniae. I’m also looking at 

two locations, one at Dib Beck on the northern edge of Grass Wood and the other on Kilnsey Crag, which 

have colonies comprising either Southern Polypody or the Shivas hybrid (cross between P. cambricum and 

P. interjectum or P. x shivasiae). 

  The presence of Southern Polypody, and possibly the rare Shivas hybrid, is quite remarkable for our area, 

and so far have not been recorded in current botanical atlases. Even the commoner intermediate polypody is 

not fully recorded. So next time you come upon a graceful polypody fern adorning a wall top or rocky 

outcrop, take a closer look. It may be more interesting than you at first thought. 

Bruce Brown 

 

 

FRESHWATER LIFE IN WHARFEDALE 

 

The Wharfedale Naturalists Society is fortunate to have a large number of freshwater habitats within its area.  

These vary from the three rivers, the Wharfe itself, the Skirfare in Littondale and the Washburn, to still water 

habitats. These include the four large reservoirs in the Washburn Valley, gravel pits in the lower parts of the 

valley and smaller ponds and lakes. Peaty acidic moorland pools have their own specialist communities and 

garden ponds also provide much needed replacements for the declining numbers of ponds elsewhere. 

  The Skirfare and the upper reaches of the Wharfe are very similar in nature where, due to the speed of the 

current, fewer species can exist. Here the river and its feeder streams have a plentiful supply of oxygen due 

to their numerous waterfalls and rapids, but the speed of the current prevents sediments forming on the bed 

of the river.  Creatures living here such as the nymphs of mayflies and stoneflies are specialists at ‘hanging 

on’ and have streamlined bodies to enable them to do so. Caddis flies living here commonly do not live in 

cases but spin webs and have large hooks on their rear to enable them to hang on. 

  Lower down, below Bolton Abbey the current is slower and is enriched by farm manure and the treated 

waste from sewage works at villages upstream. Sediments are deposited enabling both aquatic and marginal 

plants to become established. These in turn become habitats for different species of caddis flies, crustaceans, 

and water beetle larvae. Mayfly and midge larvae occur, sometimes in vast numbers as anyone walking on 

the riverbank on a summers evening will be aware. 

  The Washburn has been greatly altered by the construction of the four big reservoirs in the valley. The flow 

varies with the amount of water being extracted and the river bed has many small pools. 

  Fish in our rivers include brown trout, grayling and stone loach all the way down from the headwaters, 

although the numbers of grayling are in decline. Below Addingham dace, chub and minnows live in the 

slower flow, whilst downstream at Pool pike are becoming common, predating other fish.  Angling clubs are 

reducing the amount of re-stocking in order to enable more robust native populations of fish to re-establish 

themselves in the river. 

  The reservoirs in the Washburn are large artificial lakes. Their depth and fluctuating water levels prevent 

stable shorelines from becoming established and except in one or two marginal areas do not contain much 

life. They are stocked with brown trout rainbow trout, and blue trout, (a hybrid of rainbow trout). 

  One serious problem currently occurring in the Wharfe is the presence of introduced American crayfish, 

which are displacing our native white-clawed species. As well as competing for food they carry a disease, 

which is rapidly killing them off. 

  Still water bodies in the area include disused gravel pits at Ben Rhydding, Knotford Nook, Pool and the 

new Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve. Whilst the Otley Gravel Pits are relatively new, and have yet to 

become well colonised with aquatic life (but they are quickly becoming so), the ones at Ben Rhydding have 

not been worked for some years now and contain a rich variety of both aquatic and marginal plants. The 

speciality here is large freshwater mussels. 
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  The peaty upland parts of the area contain many pools 

and peat bogs. These are colonised by many micro-

organisms, which prefer acid waters. They form the base 

of a food web attracting other creatures, including insect 

larvae, mites and worms all of which provide food for 

upland birds such as waders. The speciality of these 

pools are desmids, a species of algae with many 

beautiful forms and testate amoebae, types of amoebae 

which live in tests or “shells”. 

  Smaller ponds are on the decline. Many have 

disappeared under urban developments, and farm ponds 

are now rare as they are linked with the spread of 

diseases in cattle. When livestock no longer trample 

pond margins they soon become overgrown and the pond changes into a marshy area before becoming filled 

in altogether. Fortunately the increasing number of garden ponds and the fashion for ‘water features’ is 

making up for this decline. Small ponds such as these provide ideal places for amphibians such as frogs, 

toads and newts to live and breed in.   

  Many people became interested in natural history through fishing for tiddlers and tadpoles as children and 

‘pond dipping’ is certainly a rewarding and fascinating wildlife activity. The lower reaches of the Wharfe are 

particularly rich in easily identifiable species, and with the minimum of equipment can provide an interesting 

natural history experience. 

  Members of the Society will be happy to help with locations and identification of specimens. 

Do you know what lives in your garden pond?  

John R Hobson 

 

 

 

BIRDS AND OTHER WILDLIFE NEAR AND FAR 

 

Near   What could be easier birdwatching than watching the birds in your back garden? Here in our 

Addingham back garden we have an RSPB bird table with a table top for putting out scraps etc and on each 

corner we hang feeders with peanuts, bird seed, niger seed and fat balls. A squirrel baffle stops the local 

squirrel from stealing the food and damaging the feeders. Nothing could be easier and garden birds are a 

delight to watch and easy to identify. 

  During the past twelve months we’ve recorded 37 species in our garden, of which approximately half are 

resident or regular visitors. The average number per day is around 12, but on the 28th October which 

followed a particularly unseasonal hot day, 16 were recorded. We have been pleased to see the ‘family’ of 

Great Spotted Woodpecker – male, female and juvenile, Treecreeper, Nuthatch, Bullfinch, Redwing and 

Fieldfare (the latter at High Mill as well as flying over the garden). On December 15
th
 we had a visit from a 

Jay, extremely colourful, and our first garden record for this bird.  But noteworthy by its non appearance this 

year is the Siskin. Has anyone had this in their garden this year? 

 

And Far   A holiday on the Isle of Mull in May was memorable for a visit to the hide which featured in the 

BBC Springwatch programme. We had good view of the male and female Sea Eagles with chicks. After half 

an hour of inactivity, we were rewarded with a flying display by the male, and when mobbed by four 

buzzards we realised just how large this bird was. 

  A boat trip to the Isle of Staffa was notable not only for the remarkable geology, but also for sitting on the 

cliff edge a few feet away from Puffins busy going in and out of their burrows and then taking flight. 

Waiting for the ferry to take us across to Iona, we were fortunate to see an otter scurrying around the rocks 

apparently oblivious to the queue of people. Using our touring caravan as a base enabled visits to nature 

reserves and wildlife areas from Scotland to Norfolk. On the river Dee near Threave Castle (Galloway) we 

Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve 
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had good views of an Osprey, and were thrilled to watch a Kingfisher fishing in front of our hide for about 

twenty minutes, often hovering like a humming bird before diving into the water. At the nearby gardens at 

Threave House we were surprised by the large number of Spotted Fly Catchers. Derek Parkin had told us 

where we could see Montagu’s Harrier in North Norfolk and we duly found the location. Setting up a 

telescope alongside the road we had excellent views of this uncommon bird. However, heavy rainfall had left 

large puddles in the road, and whilst looking down the telescope did not notice a passing car which treated us 

to a shower bath from head to toe of muddy water! 

  At the Titchwell RSPB reserve we were trapped for a couple of hours in a hide by a heavy rainstorm, but at 

least we were dry and able to watch the numerous Avocets. Other visitors 

reported seeing Bittern flying regularly but we were not so fortunate. Our 

only sighting of Bittern was at Leighton Moss, Lancashire. On a much 

better and calm day, a boat trip to Blakeney Point to see the common and 

grey Seals was well worth the effort. On a visit to the Filey Dams Nature 

Reserve we were fortunate to find a pair of Avocets, last seen there six 

years ago. Looking across to Bass Rock from North Berwick, it appeared 

to have been whitewashed. In fact it was covered in Gannets! At Budle 

Bay returning from Holy Island we watched the tide bring in hundreds of 

Waders. Turnstones were numerous on the coast just above Bamburgh, 

whilst at Low Hauxley Nature Reserve near Amble native flowers were 

in abundance, and a Stoat raced around the shore line until it was 

eventually driven off by three Mallards and a Coot! Nearer to home a 

visit to Malham Cove produced excellent views of the resident Peregrine 

Falcon. Much further away on a sightseeing tour of Eastern Europe Little 

Egret, Buzzard and Hooded Crow were much in evidence and yes – we 

had Goulash on several occasions! 

Harry Jevons 

 

 

 

SUN LANE NATURE RESERVE – 2005 

 

Another two years have gone by since the last report on the Sun lane nature Reserve, previously known as 

the Old Tip Field, at the western end of Burley in Wharfedale. It is still being maintained by a voluntary 

monthly working party of dedicated enthusiasts. Also, once a year in the late summer or early autumn, the 

owners, Bradford Council, send a man and machine to mow the grass on the level areas. They have also had 

the encroaching trees, mainly willows, removed from around the large pool. This pool is deep and the 

willows seeding on the banks had grown large enough to completely shade the deep water, thus keeping it 

very cold so that plants that had started to colonise it, and particularly the dragonflies trying to breed there, 

no longer prospered. Once the shade was gone and the water warmed up, many dragonflies returned to breed 

and eleven species have been recorded, although the very large numbers of the Common Blue Damselfly, 

recorded in the first few years after reclamation, have not been repeated. 

  Most remarkable has been the colonisation by the Water Violet – not a violet but an aquatic member of the 

Primula family – which had been growing slowly and was hardly noticed in the shaded water. But for the last 

two years it has provided a flowering spectacle that cannot be seen anywhere else in Wharfedale with many 

hundreds of delicate pinky-white flowers stand out above the water for several weeks in spring. Large 

numbers of toad tadpoles can be seen finding a refuge in its feathery underwater foliage and even butterflies 

venture out over the water to visit the flowers, and this has included the beautiful yellow male Brimstone 

butterfly. This species, not common in Wharfedale, is becoming more frequent at Sun Lane, so that 

sometimes, on a good day, three or four of the daffodil-yellow males may be seen, and the creamy-white 

female is breeding on the Alder Buckthorn. 
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  At the time of reclamation the small field known as the Paddock, at 

the top western corner of the tip field, was purchased by Bradford 

Council and now forms part of the Reserve. Access is by a narrow 

footbridge across the stream that forms the western boundary of the 

tip field and here the wild flowers of the area remained untouched by 

all the disturbance that stripped and altered the old tip. In spring, 

carpets of Wood Anemones, Celandines and Bluebells appear, in 

early summer there is a large colony of Spotted Orchids and in late 

summer a mass of blue, pink and white forms of Devil’s-bit Scabious, 

Betony and Wild Angelica, and many others, including a large bush 

of the Field Rose with its distinctive creamy flowers followed by 

small round hips, so different from the much commoner Dog Roses 

with their pink-tinted flowers and flask shaped hips. This rose was 

there when I was a small child and was rescued from a swamping tangle of brambles by the working parties. 

Most of the other flowers were there years ago, but changes threatened them when it was no longer grazed, 

and a few were lost. For nearly ten years scrub and brambles grew unchecked, smothering the wild flowers 

so that even Foxgloves and Climbing Black Bryony retreated to the railway embankment above for space to 

grow. Clearance by the working parties has made a huge difference and the Paddock is a colourful place 

again and a haven for summer butterflies nectaring on the flowers. Here the Speckled Wood was first seen 

and now there is a small colony so that the males with their ‘dancing’ flight can be seen in the dappled 

sunlight. Three great Oaks shelter the Paddock from the north and together with Crab Apple, Holly and Field 

Maple, provide a warm and sheltered place. The Purple Hairstreak butterfly has been seen on the Oaks and 

the big dragonflies hawk back and forth for flies. Since much of the prevailing wind is westerly, seed from 

the paddock flowers is spreading into the tip field particularly at its western end. 

  Bird boxes have been put up in several places over the Reserve and while there have always been many 

birds in the Paddock, for many years the tip field itself was a rather bare place for birds – now there are trees 

and bushes for nesting, shelter and food. Long-tailed Tits nest in the Gorse bushes, Bullfinches are frequent, 

Waxwings feed on the Guelder Rose berries and Red Kites have been seen over the woodland. 

   Near the main entrance a bird table has been erected and is now a popular feeding station for many small 

birds including Nuthatches. 

  All this has been achieved by the interest and generously given work by many people without which Sun 

Lane would retreat to scrubland. But it is an ongoing task and even nature has its thugs – the most persistent 

perhaps being Bramble. Originally growing along the edges of the field, it was cut up by the earth-moving 

vehicles and together with its seed was spread all around so that it now pops up everywhere in a takeover 

bid. The new growth each year can be three to six feet long, which roots at the tip and then starts off again! 

Keeping it and other rampant plants in check will always be a problem as nature never stands still. So very 

many thanks to the members of the working parties and their leaders who clear the ditches, trim the rampant 

growths, tidy the lane and keep Sun Lane the very interesting and charming small reserve that it is. 

Freda C Draper 

 

 

THE GOLDEN PROJECT – COWSLIPS AND PRIMROSES 

 

This project was started in 1987 by Joyce Hartley, and ran yearly until 

1996.  It was then felt that the large proportion of sites had been found 

and recorded. 

  Cowslips and Primroses were chosen, because they are well known and 

well loved. 

  The aim was to find whether these 2 species are declining in our area, as 

has been reported from other parts of the country.  As it is about ten years 

since the last counts were made, I felt it would be useful to do an update, 

Brimstone butterfly 
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so we can look back on 20 years’ worth of records and see if any trends are apparent. 

  A very big thank you goes to all who sent records in for 2005, whether they were for one plant or hundreds. 

Some gave very accurate counts of large numbers, some braved thorn bushes to find their plants, others 

recorded during a car journey (I hope not as the driver!), still others used binoculars to count across the river! 

Our Secretary, obviously well-trained, gave very useful notes on habitats and associated plants, on a lower 

valley walk not many people seem to do.  Thank you, Gordon! 

  Anyway, I hope you all had fun, and are willing to have another go, with fresh counts on new walks in 

2006. 

Records for 2005 

 Number of Sites No. of 1 km squares with sites 

Cowslips 40 22 

Primroses 108 47 

Hybrids 14 8 

 

By 1996, our records show 

 Number of Sites No. of 1 km squares 

Cowslips 130 73 

Primroses 270 133 

Hybrids 21 12 

 

  Comparing the figures for 1996 and 2005, I hope our populations have not dropped so drastically!  Indeed, I 

know they have not.   

 

  There are various problems with counting the sites 

i) Members have largely sent in records from within 1 to 2 km of the river Wharfe.  Does everyone 

know that our recording area includes Littondale and the Washburn Valley?  (Please refer to 

map inside back cover.) 

Range of 1km
2
 where plants occurred 

 West  East North  South 

Cowslips SD 93 – SE 21 47/79 

Primroses SD 93 – SE 24 46/79 

Hybrids SD 96 – SE 12 49/67 

 

ii) Popular spots for walks have been visited by several people, but it is not always easy to tell whether the 

same patches of plants have been recorded twice or more.  Descriptive notes and grid references do help 

here. 

iii) What is a site? Two hybrid primulas 150 metres apart may be counted as 2 sites, but the area between 

them may be a continuous carpet of primroses and/or cowslips, which could be recorded as all one site. 

 

 Numbers of plants per Site, recorded by members 

Cowslips 1 – 300 

Primroses 1 – 1000s 

Hybrids Between 1 and 20 

 

Comments – Observant recorders reported small plants often present in large numbers, as well as big 

flowering clumps.  In Cow Close Wood, I set out several 1m x 1m quadrats (string squares), and counted 

between 14 and 20 plants per sq. m., including young, non-flowering plants.  For any useful comparison to 

be made, we need to check our area well.  Please go looking, with a notebook and pencil handy. I feel that 

any attempt at analysis at this stage will be of little use, until we have a fuller picture.  Please do not assume 
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that I know all the ‘obvious’ sites (e.g. Burley by-pass).  Please do not think that it is not worth mentioning 

one plant in one place. It is.   

  It could be worth looking at flowering dates, to see if the range of these has changed. 

 

Records were received from 

Christine Bell     Carmen Horner    

Bruce Brown     David & Rosemary Howson  

Karen Bullimore    Midge Leather    

Heather Burrow     A & B Thompson   

John and Jenny Dixon    Anne Tupholme    

Audrey Gramshaw    Shirley Ward 

Gordon Haycock 

Nicky Vernon 

 
 
 

REPORTS OF WNS ACTIVITIES IN 2005 
 

BIRDING DAYS 

 

Since we started our Birding Days in 2002, we’ve made a total of 31 visits to 25 sites. Being centrally 

situated in the country, the WNS is ideally located for visiting both East and West Coasts and sites in North, 

West, East and South Yorkshire. These sites offer a wide variety of habitats – sea cliffs, estuaries, woodland, 

wetland, streams, rivers and reservoirs. During the past four years a total of 129 species have been recorded 

on our trips, with a record total of 115 in 2005, with 60 being recorded at the updated RSPB site at Old Moor 

in the Dearne Valley (22.10.05) closely followed by 57 at the long established RSPB site at Fairburn Ings 

(29.9.05). 

  Your ideas and suggestions for Birding Days in 2006 are very welcome. Please phone John Flood (01943 

435034) or Harry Jevons (01943 830791), from whom a record of the 2005 trips is available. A big thank 

you to everyone who helped on the trips and to John Flood for making the records. We had some extremely 

enjoyable birdwatching days, and these are described in more detail by John Flood in his Memorable 

Moments which follow. 

Harry Jevons 

 

MEMORABLE MOMENTS FROM BIRDING TRIPS 

 

We didn’t do too well on local specialties in Strid Wood nor on Ilkley Moor, although the latter was a 

delightful stride over the moor on a glorious day led by Les Dewdney – especially remembered for the 

multitudes of green hairstreaks everywhere. We had to make do with a cuckoo, heard rather than seen, and 

disappointedly missed out on whinchat. On the other hand it was a delight to see or hear three wood warblers 

in Hebers Ghyll, where they’ve been struggling in recent years – and the views from the moors were 

glorious. In Strid Wood, wood warblers were in extremely short supply – only 3 recorded this year – and a 

rather dull and wet afternoon (8
th
 May) meant no pied flycatchers were seen much to everyone’s amazement.  

  The Grimwith walk was conducted in a torrential downpour. JF drew the short straw and drove up from 

the Old Bridge to check that no members had been mad enough to turn out. He arrived to find some hardy 

souls pulling on their wet gear and was rewarded for his conscientiousness throughout the walk with 

comments on the appropriateness of the reservoir’s name, as water dripped down his neck and he struggled 

to make legible marks recording birds seen on his increasingly sodden note pad. Surprisingly, people 

declared themselves well pleased with the 39 species recorded, including a good number of displaying snipe 

– and some even came back for more on the next birding day out! 
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  Blacktoft at the end of July provided a good display of waders as hoped for, with people getting the chance 

to work out which were the curlew sandpipers, and good views of spotted redshank and greenshank against a 

backcloth of good numbers of avocet. On a rather unsuitable day there was the usual delight of a marsh 

harrier drifting over the reeds and some of the party were rewarded with glimpses of bearded tit, which 

continue to do very well at this reserve. Most people stayed on in the afternoon for a first visit to the 

Yorkshire Wildlife’s fairly new reserve at New Cave where we were greeted by a singing yellow hammer as 

we arrived. Everyone was duly impressed by the level of activity in the lagoons – and some were lucky 

enough to catch a brief glimpse of a visiting hobby. 

  In September, the group returned to Fairbum Ings after an absence of a couple of years, struggling to find 

their way there since the opening of the new stretch of A1 road. Highlights were a glimpse of a late blackcap 

along with a singing chiffchaff on the board walk. The main lake was found to be awash with water birds 

and diligent searches were rewarded with views of an early returning goldeneye. There was some 

disappointment to find that the hide at Spoonbill Flash had been razed to the ground by mindless yobs so we 

had to make do with distant views from the approach path and missed out on a good chance to look for snipe 

and interesting waders. 

  The season finished on a high at Old Moor (Dearne Valley), where we arrived to an enormous flock of 

golden plover and lapwing swirling overhead and yellowhammer in the car park hedge to start an enjoyable 

day with 60 species recorded. A good supply of waterbirds was rather overshadowed by the remarkably 

obliging water rails in the end hide with two being seen well and a distant one behaving in more of its usual 

skulking mode. A long lunch hour allowed people to inspect the new RSPB buildings – or enjoy a bacon 

butty on the veranda whilst watching a willow tit on the feeder! This time we visited 2 neighbouring hides in 

the afternoon where the golden binoculars award of the season was unanimously awarded to Ken Limb who 

correctly identified 9 miniscule spots under another cloud of plovers and lapwings as 9 black-tailed godwits 

– and so they proved to be when we got up closer half-an-hour later. 

John Flood 

 

GEOLOGY FIELD EXCURSIONS 

(Led by Neil Aitkenhead unless otherwise stated) 
 

Ilkley Moor Geology Trail, Tuesday, 10
th

 May 2005 (led by David Leather). One of the regular Tuesday 

evening walks, this was a repeat of last year’s – by popular request. About 25 members followed the trail 

which visited the Cow and Calf quarry to see the ripple marks, then climbed up and round to look at glacial 

striations above Hangingstones Quarry. We then approached the Crocodile’s Mouth (rock) and examined 

good examples of slickensides – shiny and smooth on the rough surface of the gritstone – on the slopes of 

Cow Close Ghyll. We crossed Backstone Beck, then up again to the high path above Rocky Valley with 

broad views of Wharfedale. The nature of the landslip towards the edge of Ilkley was easier to see from this 

vantage point. We returned through Rocky Valley where we examined plant remains, and a newish rockfall. 
 

Addingham Moorside, Thursday, 14
th

 July.  A party of nine took part in this walk from Addingham 

Memorial Hall Car Park (parking by special permission) up to Addingham 

Edge and back on a dry cloudy day with good visibility. Near Street Farm, after crossing the old Roman 

Road, we descended ‘Cat Steps’ into the nearly dry valley running parallel to it. It was explained that this 

valley was deeply eroded into the shaly mudstone bedrock, probably by the powerful action of subglacial 

meltwaters during the last ice age, an explanation now preferred to that invoking erosion by overflow from a 

glacier-dammed lake. Next, we briefly examined a rare dark grey limestone forming the bed of a stream [077 

482] near Small Banks which had yielded a rich and varied assemblage of marine fossils to palaeontologists 

from the British Geological Survey. However, casual fossil collecting in this very hard splintery rock is 

unrewarding and not to be recommended. 

  Many of the slopes flanking the lower part of Wharfedale have slipped, probably during the time just after 

the last ice age when deep permafrost was thawing out, weakening the substrate and increasing the 

likelihood of gravitationally induced landsliding. We crossed one such extensive ancient landslide around 

[076 481] marked by hummocky ground and a steeply sloping back scar. On reaching the disused quarry 
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known as ‘Millstone Lumps’ in the Addingham Edge Grit, we ate our packed lunches and enjoyed the 

extensive view up Wharfedale as far as Great Whernside and Buckden Pike. Several partially wrought 

millstones were seen both in the quarry and on fallen boulders on the slopes below. Later we examined one 

of these boulders [069 473] and found it to contain numerous impressions of fossilized tree-fern trunks. 

  The remainder of the walk took in the twin wind-eroded tors of the Doubler Stones, a partially excavated 

section in the Brocka Bank Grit near the type locality for this sandstone at Brocka Bank [070 485], and a 

rarely exposed soft white clay band, 5mm thick, in a shale cliff  [073 492] north of Gildersber. Similar clay 

bands have been seen by the writer at the same stratigraphic level both in the Peak District and in north 

Lancashire. Detailed analysis has shown them to consist of potassium bentonite and it has been concluded 

that they originated as a fine wind-blown layer of volcanic ash. This ash must have settled on the sea bed in 

late Carboniferous times about 320 million years ago for there are marine fossils in the adjacent shaly 

mudstones. This is believed to be the first geological record of a volcanic deposit in Wharfedale. 
 

Baildon Bank and Baildon Hill, Thursday 4
th

 August. Eighteen of us 

turned out for this exploration of the northern flanks of Airedale around 

Baildon in weather that proved to be just right for this activity. The 

isolated mass of Baildon Hill stands on a broad plinth formed by the 

Rough Rock that gives rise to the long craggy escarpment of Baildon 

Bank on its southern edge overlooking Shipley in Airedale and the more 

distant Bradford conurbation. The overlying geology of Baildon Hill is 

‘layer cake’ with the near-horizontal alternating hard and soft strata 

having a strong topographic expression i.e. the harder sandstones namely 

the 48 Yard Rock and the 80 Yard Rock form the steeper slopes, whereas 

the softer mudstones, siltstones and coals form intervening gently sloping 

ledges or ‘slacks’. 

  The first part of the trip was spent examining the Rough Rock and 

underlying Rough Rock Flags well seen in a series of quarries on Baildon 

Bank. This formation lies at the top of the Millstone Grit Group and was deposited in a great braided river 

system that extended south-westwards from what is now North Yorkshire to Stoke-on-Trent. We next drove 

to near Bracken Hall [132 390] and from here, walked up Baildon Hill by a zigzag route via Crook Farm, 

Hope Farm and the eastern flank of the hill, to be rewarded at the summit by fine views in all directions. In 

passing we noted small quarries in the sandstones and widespread evidence of bell pit and shaft workings in 

the Hard Bed and Soft Bed coals. In the remains of spoil heaps, we also saw bits of black shale that 

contained marine fossils, notably the distinctive bivalve Dunbarella with its straight radial ribs and long 

straight hingeline. 
 

Dowber Gill, Upper Wharfedale, Thursday 4
th

 October Another day of good dry walking weather saw 

eleven of us slowly ascending the slopes above Kettlewell examining numerous exposures of limestone in 

the Great Scar Limestone and Wensleydale groups on the way. As is so often the case, the best fossils, 

particularly coral colonies, were seen in the drystone walls and therefore not collectable. The upwards 

transition to the lithologically more variable Wensleydale Group ground was marked by an increase in 

boggyness and the appearance of sandstones, particularly the Dirt Pot Grit. Lunch was eaten on the edge of 

Rain Pot Hole, an enormous sink hole or doline some 60 metres wide and 30 metres deep. This was 

memorable not only for its size but for the displays of bright red rose hips on its craggy limestone sides.  

Later, we saw several indications of spoil heaps, shafts and adits mainly associated with the extensive 19
th
 

century workings for lead ore in the Old Providence Vein system around the head of the Dowber Gill valley. 

During our return down this valley to Kettlewell we paused at several places where limestones on the stream 

bed had been cleanly scoured to reveal fossil corals and brachiopods. 

  Thanks are due to palaeontologist Murray Mitchell who kindly provided me with a wealth of information 

that I was able to reproduce as handouts for this particular walk.  

Neil Aitkenhead 

Dunbarella   (Natural History Mus.) 
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OUTING TO THE DEEP 

 

No one can accuse Wharfedale Naturalists Society of lack of variety in the lectures and events offered to 

members.  Due to the inspiration and organising abilities of Don and Lesley Barrett a large group of 

members and friends travelled by coach to Hull on 13th March 2005 to visit the marine experience known as 

‘The Deep’. 

  Birds, flowers, mammals, insects are all subjects well studied by our numerous specialists but – Fish? – 

they seldom appear on the menu.   Few of us have the inclination or opportunity to snorkel and scuba dive in 

exotic locations by the Heddle Sea or Pacific ocean so can only guess at the colourful marine life spawned in 

these tropical waters. 

  Here at The Deep we watched at various depths sea creatures from all over the world living in their natural 

environments, from tiny starfish to massive sharks which looked somewhat sinister when swimming over 

our heads in the tunnel.  One felt quite sorry for the Sawfish going through life with a 2ft. long ‘saw’ blade 

extending from its face; my favourites were the bright yellow cowfish which are perfectly named – they even 

have horns. 

  The Deep is situated at the riverside and after a surfeit of fish it is only a short walk to the town centre 

where a variety of museums attracted many members. 

  Our choice was the Frank Meadow Sutcliffe Photographic Exhibition in the Ferens Art Gallery but there 

were equally enthusiastic reports of the Natural History Museum. 

  An excellent journey home ended another successful outing; and thanks must go to The Barretts (the team 

that brought you the Paul Hudson lecture) for all their hard work – one wonders what will they think of next? 

 

Margaret Hutchinson 

 

 

 

SUMMER OUTING TO LEIGHTON MOSS AND GAIT BARROWS 

25 June 2005 

 

Gait Barrows (pm)   After an un-promising weather forecast, the day turned out warm and sunny - perfect 

in fact for a leisurely exploration of this super Nature Reserve, famous for its butterflies and limestone 

plants.  

  The end of June is a bit late for one of the special butterflies – the Duke of Burgundy – so we couldn't really 

complain when we failed to find this species. However, we were lucky to see a somewhat faded Pearl-

bordered Fritillary and had wonderful views of a fine specimen of the real rarity, the High Brown Fritillary 

on a flowering patch of Wild Privet (Ligustrum vulgare). Dark Green Fritillary was also seen – unusually 

one perched and allowed a photograph which confirmed its identity. Other butterflies included Brimstone, 

Brown Argus and a very obliging Grayling which posed beautifully for a photograph. 

  Of the plants, Rustyback Fern (Asplenium ceterach), Long-stalked Cranesbill (Geranium columbinuni) and 

Field Madder (Sherardia arvensis) gave special pleasure. One or two specimens of Dark Red Helleborine 

(Epipactis atrorubens) were just coming into flower, and the carpets of Wild Thyme (Thymus polytrichus) 

and Common Rock-rose (Helianthemum nummularium) were a delight. Wood Sage (Teucrium scorodonid) 

usually a plant of acid soil, was also plentiful showing that plants don’t always obey the rules! 

Anne Riley 

 

Leighton Moss (am)   June 25
th
 dawned overcast and on the chilly side and, as we arrived at Leighton Moss 

(well before 10.30am, thanks to the skilful route-finding and negotiating by our coach driver of the narrow, 

windy approach roads), we wondered whether the recent heat-wave was about to break. But, from mid-day 

onwards it grew ever warmer and sunnier, encouraging not only us and the birds, but also a goodly number 

of butterflies (especially Speckled Wood) and damselflies. Some of our members decided to divide their time 

equally between the two reserves, while others preferred to concentrate on Leighton Moss. 
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   While we were still on the coach, Peter Riley had alerted us to a pair of buzzards soaring over a nearby 

wooded hill, but many more pleasures were in store. At the Grisedale Hide there were splendid views of a 

female marsh harrier shortly after I arrived; she was briefly joined by one of her recently fledged youngsters. 

Later a great horde of black-headed gulls mobbed her furiously as she stole one of their chicks and made off 

with it dangling beneath her. 

   Throughout the day little brown birds could be seen rising briefly above the reed-beds and disappearing 

again all too soon. Some were distinguishable as bearded tits and others were presumed to be reed or sedge 

warblers, but only occasionally did I manage to hear either, singing invisibly among the tall reeds on either 

side of the pathways. 

   An unexpected joy came in my first-ever sighting of a 

tiny red deer fawn, still with its white-spotted coat, as it 

nuzzled its mother on the lower edge of the wood 

opposite the Grisedale Hide. Then a handsome stag 

suddenly materialised at the edge of the reeds quite close 

to the hide, and stayed there in full view, munching 

contentedly. In the afternoon, when we were in the Lower 

Hide, we watched three fallow deer browsing on the 

hillside outside the Reserve. 

   Although I didn’t see as many varieties of duck as on 

previous visits, from the Lower Hide I watched a fierce 

altercation between two male ruddy duck, and then 

realised that near them were two great crested grebes and 

two little grebes, neither of which appeared on the bird list from last year’s outing. We were delighted to find 

a white fragrant orchid in bloom again this year, at the same site as last year, near the top of the causeway, 

and, further on, some unusually tall common spotted orchids were growing right beside the path. 

   On the way home, we had splendid views of the limestone country in glowing sunshine. It had been a day 

to savour, with something for everyone whatever their particular interest. Our warmest thanks go to Ken 

Limb for once more dealing so efficiently with the booking arrangements, and also for providing the 

following bird list. 

Margaret Baulch 

 

 

Birds seen 

Little Grebe 

Great Cormorant 

Grey Heron 

Mute Swan 

Greylag Goose 

Shelduck 

Gadwall 

Teal 

Mallard 

Shoveler 

Common Pochard 

Tufted Duck 

Ruddy Duck 

Marsh Harrier 

Common Buzzard 

Kestrel 

Pheasant 

Moorhen 

Coot 

Oystercatcher 

Lapwing 

Redshank 

Black-headed Gull 

Herring Gull 

Wood Pigeon 

Swift 

Great-spotted 

Woodpecker 

Swallow 

House Martin 

Wren 

Dunnock 

Robin 

Blackbird 

Sedge Warbler 

Reed Warbler 

Chiffchaff 

Willow Warbler 

Marsh Tit 

Coal Tit 

Blue Tit 

Great Tit 

Magpie 

Carrion Crow 

Starling 

Chaffinch 

Greenfinch 

Goldfinch 

Reed Bunting

Mammals 
Rabbit, Red Deer, Roe Deer,  
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WINTER OUTING TO WASHINGTON WWT 

12
t h 

NOVEMBER 2005 

 

A beautiful sunrise augured well for the day ahead; I met the coach at 

Guiseley and joined the ‘Usual Suspects’ on the back seats. After a 

pleasant journey we arrived at Washington, where the first port of call 

was the café for a quick drink (and for one of us a rather large piece of 

cake).We made our way from the Visitor Centre and wandered around 

the captive Waterfowl collection in Autumnal sunshine. Walking 

towards the River Wear, Redpoll were spotted feeding on the fruits of 

an Alder tree. The Nature Reserve hides gave several members of our 

party excellent views of Kingfisher. As we walked by the river we 

were surprised to see White Dead Nettle, Clover and Sow Thistle still 

in flower and watched a beautiful Red Admiral in pristine condition 

soaking up a few autumnal rays.  

  We returned to the Visitor Centre for a picnic lunch, via a lovely 

mixture of woodland and meadows; it was a treat to be able to eat 

outside at this late date. The sunshine seemed to have affected one of 

our group, who was very tempted to relive his youth by going on a 

children’s slide, but even though cameras were at the ready, he bottled 

out at the last minute! 

  Highlights of the afternoon included watching a Flamingo feeding its 

young, both birds standing so still that they appeared statuesque. For 

many people the lasting memories of the day will be from the superb 

woodland feeding station, where we had fantastic views of Marsh Tit, several Great Spotted Woodpeckers 

and five male plus three female Bullfinches, all at the same time. A Woodmouse was spotted outside the 

hide. As we reached the river bank again, six Redshank flew up river, a fitting end to a most enjoyable day.  

Another cup of tea, a little retail therapy and we were ready for the journey home. 

Thanks go to Don and Lesley Barrett for organising the trip, Ken Limb for dealing with the bookings and 

providing the list of sightings and to Mark Beecroft for the safe and comfortable journey. 

Karen Bullimore 

 

Little Grebe Redshank Coal Tit 

Great Cormorant Black Headed Gull Blue Tit 

Grey Heron Common Gull Great Tit 

Mute Swan Wood Pigeon Nuthatch 

Shelduck Kingfisher Jay 

Gadwall Great Spotted Woodpecker Magpie 

Teal Grey Wagtail Rook 

Mallard Pied/White Wagtail Carrion Crow 

Shoveler Wren Starling 

Tufted Duck Dunnock Chaffinch 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Robin Greenfinch 

Kestrel Blackbird Goldfinch 

Pheasant Redwing Siskin 

Moorhen Goldcrest Lesser Redpoll 

Lapwing Long-tailed Tit Bullfinch 

Snipe Marsh Tit  

   
 

Bird sightings (Ken Limb) 

 
Shoveler 
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THE MICROSCOPE GROUP 

 

2005 has been a successful year with lively meetings and more newcomers joining.  

The group met six times, beginning with a meeting led by Barry Natress looking at 

plants, and examining the adaptations of fruits and seeds for different dispersal 

mechanisms. 

   Dr Peter Evernett, a professional lecturer in microscopy, followed with Part One 

of the History and Development of Microscopy. This took us from the simple 

microscopes of the seventeenth century, via Carl Zeiss’s mathematical calculations 

of focal length and aperture dimensions, to illumination by phase contrast, including 

tips on the use of sun glasses to produce polarised light and ways of connecting a 

digital camera to a microscope. There were so many ideas that another visit was 

arranged for November. The use of a video attachment with projection onto the wall 

enabled us all to see what was on the microscope stage and how changes in the light path to dark ground 

illumination gave greater contrast to uncoloured fresh water specimens like diatoms. It was an inspirational 

evening with spectacular images. 

   March saw the return of Albert Henderson with a lichen evening. He began with slides of different types of 

lichens, foliose or leafy, then samples of lichens with smooth or wrinkled lobes, warty centres or with 

filaments amongst the lobes. Could we spot the differences and match them to a named specimen? Finally 

we looked at gelatinous Nostoc, a blue-green algae, under the compound microscope and saw algal chains of 

many cells in contrast to a gelatinous lichen which had fungal hyphae composed of fewer and larger cells. 

   The first autumn meeting started in the afternoon with specimen collection at Otley Wetlands Nature 

Reserve for examination under the microscope in the evening. Samples of pond-water contained a fish leech, 

sponges and a very active whirligig beetle determined to jump off the microscope stage – a challenge for eye 

and hand co-ordination! Easier to handle were plant galls, a dried wasp and bark supporting algae and 

lichens. 

   An evening of minerals with David Leather had us looking at slices of rock, some ground by hand until 

thin enough for light to pass through them. Under polarised light their structure was revealed by different 

colours and patterns of crystals. We also examined fish scale fossils, sand composed of millions of tiny sea 

shells and sands collected from different beaches of the same island which had varying proportions of quartz, 

silica and sea shells. 

   Thanks to all who have led meetings and prepared demonstrations, and to John Hobson for all his efforts in 

running and expanding the group. There is a pool of equipment belonging to the Society from which items 

may be borrowed. You do not have to own your own microscope to attend meetings – all are welcome to 

join in. 

Heather Burrow 

 

 

WINTER WALKS 

(First Sundays October to March) 

 

As usual the Winter Walks have been a great success with walks as far apart as Nidderdale, Wharfedale, 

Golden Acre Park and the Washburn. Early in the year we had a good walk in the Grassington Hebden area 

where we saw a pair of ravens. We were coming down from the old Hospital Site when we heard their 

distinctive croaking call and saw them flying around the upper gill area. 

  In October we enjoyed a splendid ramble along the Golden Acre Park Classic Circular, which as every keen 

walker knows, goes around Pauls Pond and Cookridge, then follows the Tunnel Air vents to Bramhope and 

thence back to Golden Acre. On the way round we saw some splendid fungi, watched a grebe on Pauls Pond, 

and heard Jays cackling in the woodlands. But the thing that stands out in mind and delighted my 

companions was a flock of friendly sheep, yes friendly sheep that actually gambled towards us and let us pet 

them. We also had a successful wander around Thruscross Reservoir and then went up to the Viewing point 
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at Coldstones Quarry where one can see plenty of geology and stunning 360 degree vistas all around the area 

– my thanks to Neil Aitkenhead for that little gem. 

  We have also enjoyed ventures to Castley and Blubberhouses and there are many more to come. Hope to 

see you there.  

Your old mate Chris Hartley. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

 to Society member Helen Jackson on becoming President of the Yorkshire Naturalists Union 

 

 for Wild Wharfedale, WNS Diamond Jubilee publication, which was launched at the Alan 

Titchmarsh lecture in November 2005. Small and compact enough to fit in your pocket or rucksack, 

this guide to natural history ‘hotspots’ in Wharfedale is full of fascinating information about where 

to go, how to get there and what you might see at different times of the year. Because of the 

generosity of sponsors, we were able to give packs of free copies to local schools, and the booklet is 

on the market at me amazingly bargain price of £1.00. A big thank-you to the recorders and other 

members who contributed the information, and special thanks and congratulations to David Brear 

and Harry Jevons who had the idea in the first place, and who worked so hard on creating the text 

(David) and organising sponsorship and marketing (Harry). 

 

 

 

 

OBITUARIES 

 

We are sorry to record the deaths during 2005 of the following members: 

Dr D Parker who joined the Society in 1983 and kept up his membership after he moved to York in 2001. 

Our sympathy to his wife Mrs Parker. 

Mr H K Houldershaw who has been a member of the Society since 2002. Our sympathy to Mrs 

Houldershaw. 
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RECORDS FOR 2005 
 

 

 

THE METEOROLOGICAL YEAR 2004-2005 FOR ILKLEY 

 

Table 1 summarizes the year in figures. The year was the third warmest on record, behind 2004 and 2003, 

having an average temperature of 10.12 C (the base-line average, calculated for the period 1961-1990, is 8.8 

C). In terms of precipitation, it was a year of contrasting halves, winter and spring being dry (the 14
th
 and 7

th
 

driest on record respectively), and summer and autumn ‘normal’ with precipitation totals lying close to base-

line averages. The overall total of precipitation for the year was 819.7mm, making ’04-’05 the 18
th
 driest on 

record. 
 

Winter 

All three winter months (December ’04, January and February ‘05) were relatively warm and dry, with the 

average temperature for the season exceeding the base-line value by almost 1.5 C, and precipitation being 

only 69 % of the base-line average amount. 

  Temperatures during December were quite erratic with successive short periods of alternately higher and 

then lower temperatures resulting ultimately in an average temperature 1 C above the base-line. The number 

of frostdays for this month exactly matches the base-line figure, with the most severe occurring around the 

Christmas period, between the 19
th
 and the 26

th
 of December The lowest temperature of the season (-3 C) 

occurred on the night of the 19
th
 of December. December precipitation was only 2/3rds of the base-line 

amount, and all the days of significant rainfall occurred within the last 2 weeks of the month, the only 

notably large amount falling on New Year’s Eve. 

  January was particularly warm (the 3
rd

 warmest on record), its average temperature of 6 C being almost 

double the base-line value. Temperatures did fall towards the end of the month however and snow fell on the 

18
th
 and 19

th
, but only on the 18

th
 did any lie, though this melted away overnight. Strong winds were a feature 

of the early part of the month, with gales on the 8
th
 of January causing some minor structural damage in the 

town. The first half of February was mild but the second half turned cold, and snow showers occurred 

between the 21
st
 and the 23

rd
, to give a thin covering of snow that lasted on the higher ground until the end of 

the month. The number of raindays for the season is only slightly below the seasonal average, but this belies 

the uneven distribution of the precipitation through this period; 3 days (one in each month) contributed 

almost 1/3
rd

 of the winter precipitation. Frost-days were rare in January and the first half of February, and by 

the end of February frost days amounted to only half the base-line average for the three months taken 

together. 
 

Spring 

Like winter, spring (March, April and May ‘05) was mild, the average temperature for the season exceeding 

the base-line value by 1.3 C. The dry spell that had started in November ’04 continued into March to give 5 

consecutive months of below average rainfall. On the 7
th
 and 8

th
 of March gales once again struck the town 

causing more minor damage. April was relatively wet in our area, though the drought continued in other 

northern parts of the country. The last air frost of the spring was recorded on the 18
th
 of April. May had 13 

raindays (one more than the base-line average), but the total amount of precipitation falling over the month 

was slightly less than the base-line, and just over half of the monthly total fell on only 3 days (8
th
, 10

th
 and 

30
th
). Anticyclonic conditions between the 9

th
 and the 16

th
 of May brought low night-time temperatures, and 

although no air frosts were recorded at my station (90m OD) a lapse rate of 1 C for every 100m increase in 

altitude would have resulted in frost on the surrounding upland. 
 

Summer 

Monthly average temperatures for June, July and August exceed base-line values, that for June by 2 C. The 

total precipitation for the summer lies close to the base-line average amount, a low figure for June being 
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more than compensated for by higher than average values 

for July and August. Anticyclonic conditions dominated 

during this month, which unusually gave the highest 

temperatures of the year (30.5 C and 31.5 C on the 18
th
 and 

19
th 

respectively). These high temperatures were 

accompanied by high humidity, and eventually resulted in 

an impressive electrical storm which contributed 11 mm of 

rain, 32% of the monthly total, in a little over an hour. 

  The monthly precipitation totals for July and August show 

that mid and late summer were moderately wet overall and 

the number of raindays supports this interpretation. 

However the intensity of the rainfall over this period was 

rather erratic: both months having one day of very heavy 

rainfall that contributed 50% and 25% of the monthly total 

respectively. Both these events were the result of fronts 

associated with depressions rather than convectional 

heating.  
 

Autumn 

September and October were mild, but November is notable 

for being the only month of the meteorological year with an 

average temperature below that of the monthly base-line 

figure (albeit only just!). Something of an Indian summer 

brought high temperatures and low rainfall to September, 

though the number of raindays for this month is equal to the 

base-line amount. October was mild but wet, with both the 

precipitation total and number of raindays exceeding base-

line values. November was moderate in terms of 

precipitation, but the first frost of autumn on the night of the 

16
th
 marked the start of a cold snap that lasted until the end 

of the month, and brought us the two coldest temperatures 

of the autumn (-3 C on the nights of the 17
th
 and 18

th
). Cold 

arctic maritime air streaming over Britain resulted in snow 

flurries in Ilkley on the 28
th
and heavier falls elsewhere in 

the country. 
 

Thanks to Heather Burrow, the official weather recorder at 

Bolton Abbey (who I know simply as ‘Kath’), and 

especially to Jenny and John Dixon who have supplied me 

with many records this year. 

 

Julie Tight 

 

 

 
Table 1: Weather data for Ilkley, for the meteorological year 
’04-’05, and base-line values for comparison. Base-line 
values have been calculated using Ilkley data for the period 
1961-1990. Raindays are defined as those having 
precipitation totals equal to or exceeding 1mm. Frostdays 
are those having at least a minimum air temperature equal 
to or below 0 C. 
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BOTANY 

 

Our year started with a relatively dry and warm winter and spring.  In Addingham, the 

Allotments Association reported its first snowdrops on January 1
st
, and the first crocus 

(Crocus tommasinianus) flowering on January 14
th
.  It also recorded the first lawnmower 

in use on February 1
st
 ! 

  Nationally, blackberries were in general flowering about 25 days early.  Locally, NV 

noted the steely blue flower-heads of Blue Moor-grass on a south-facing bank at Wood 

Nook on April 11
th. 

  ML recorded bilberry flowers out on April 25
th
, and Hawthorn 

blossom out by the River Wharfe in Ilkley on May 9
th
.  Not surprisingly, bilberry picking 

started on July 28
th
, with a very heavy crop, and went on into mid-September.  In Britain 

as a whole, haws were ripe well ahead of their September 16
th
 average. 

  October was generally balmy, and November unusually bright, with sunshine levels 

nationally 50% above the average for the last 30 years.  As a result, trees retained their 

foliage for much longer before the frosts started.  Then in mid-November, many trees 

were almost caught napping by the start of the cold patch.  The Woodland Trust has 

expressed concern that there may be knock-on effect.  If spring 2006 follows the trend of 

recent years by being early, then there will be a shorter winter period for composting the 

leaf litter and recycling nutrients for new growth. 

  Gorse, however, is typically not too troubled by all of this.  It was seen in flower on 

December 31
st
 at Thruscross, and on January 1

st
 2006 above Denton by BB. 

  Wharfedale botanists were pleased to see a welcome new book published this year by 

the YNU.  This is the Plant Atlas of Mid-West Yorkshire by Phyl Abbot, the BSBI 

Recorder for our vice county, VC 64, which includes all our Wharfedale recording area.  

It is already proving an invaluable work of reference, and is also a fascinating and 

attractive read. 
 

SPECIAL RECORDS 

Black Spleenwort (Asplenium adiantum-nigrum) – about 10 plants were seen in the back wall of the riverside 

park, Ilkley (BB).  It is its only known site in our area.  

Green Spleenwort (Asplenium viride) – 3 new sites found in Troller’s Gill (BB). 

Thin-spiked Wood-sedge (Carex strigosa) – seen at its known site in Middleton Woods.  (MHA, NV) 

Pink Purslane (Claytonia sibirica) – in the lower part of Ilkley Moor Stewardship Area – a new site for it, 

and many plants found; also a white-flowered plant seen at the top of Panorama Woods.  (ML) 

Rustyback (Ceterach officinarum) – in a ginnel near the railway station, Menston.  (BB) 

Brittle Bladder-fern (Cystopteris fragilis) – new sites were found at Bolton Bridge, Rylstone churchyard wall 

and Troller’s Gill.  Another new site, in a mortared wall on Weston Lane, Otley is not only a new site, but 

easily our most south-easterly one.  (BB) 

Common Spotted-orchid/Southern Marsh-orchid hybrid (Dactylorhiza x grandis) – at Ben Rhydding Gravel 

Pits, just where the range of the Southern Marsh-orchid peters out.  (MHA) 

Thorn-apple (Datura stramonium var. chalybaea) – one fruiting plant found on Fewston Embankment.  The 

variety found is the dark purplish one.  Down the nearby steps, Ribbed Melilot (Melilotus officinalis) was 

also found  (AB).  Ribbed Melilot is an annual of waste ground, and has a sporadic occurrence in the 

Washburn valley. 

Scaly Male-fern (Dryopteris affinis) – 4 sites have been found, 3 in the Washburn valley (2 by the riverside 

path South of Thruscross Dam, and one near the edge of Thruscross reservoir), and one on Howgill Lane.  

All are new WNS sites. (BB) 

Narrow Buckler-fern (Dryopteris carthusiana) – 4 records received, all in the Washburn valley. 2 are 

confirmations of older records, and 2 are new ones, namely in Timble Ings plantation and one by the path 

south of Thruscross Dam (BB). 

Bee orchid 
Ophrys apifera 
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Water Horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile) – a colony at the west end of the pond by the path south of Thruscross 

Dam (BB). It is probably the site recorded by JH in 1987. 

Wood Horsetail (Equisetum sylvaticum) – was found on Cocking Lane, Addingham Moorside (NV).  This 

may be the site found by JED in 1958.  It is the only record for our area outside the Washburn valley, apart 

from one record at High Greenfield. 

Bitter Vetchling (Lathyrus linifolius) – found on private land in Stainburn Gill.  A few plants were growing 

in rough grass at the edge of woodland (HMB & NV). 

Wild Daffodil (Narcissus pseudonarcissus) – a few individuals on the banks of the Washburn, where it joins 

the Wharfe, and nearby a few spikes of Toothwort (Lathraea squamaria). (NF & CH) 

Bee Orchid (Ophrys apifera) – 4 good flowering stems at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits.  (MHA) 

A group of Robles Beech (Nothofagus obliqua) trees and many seedlings – was found in Farnley Wood.  

This is a species of Southern Beech from Chile and Argentina, which would have been planted here.  (WNS 

survey group) 

Hart’s-tongue Fern (Phyllitis scolopendrium) – 2 sites new to our records, by Thruscross Reservoir (BB). 

A strange plant, (possibly exotic?), was noticed growing in 

Manor Garth, Addingham in May.  It was tall and vigorous, 

with oddly lumpy blackish flower heads.  It was soon sorted 

out as Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolata), of which there 

is an abundance in the garth.  However, this plant has a 

recognized form of microbial infection distorting its growth, 

which is vigorous.  (DB, AG, NV) 

Holly Fern (Polystichum lonchitis) – a healthy colony found 

in limestone pavement in the upper dale, along with Green 

Spleenwort (Asplenium viride), Brittle Bladder Fern and 

Limestone Fern (Gymnocarpium robertianum).  (Field 

meeting of Leeds & NE Fern Group, led by BB) 
 

Bruce Brown has been making a thorough check of our Polypody ferns.  He has found both Common 

Polypody (Polypodium vulgare) and Western Polypody (P. interjectum) in Low Mill Lane, Addingham, and 

in the lane near Denton Church.  Moving from Bolton Abbey, Strid Wood to Barden, he found seven sites 

for Common Polypody, including one large colony in a tree near the Cavendish Bridge, also three sites for 

Western Polypody. 

Western Polypody was found on the high wall round Farfield Hall, Addingham, also near the Quaker Chapel 

and at the top of Lobwood Bank wall by the road.  A large plant was found growing epiphytically in a tree 

by the Dales Way footpath, near Buckden. 

In Conistone Dibb, known colonies of Common Polypody were found, but also two sites for Southern 

Polypody (P. cambricum).  These are the first records for both Western and Southern Polypodies in our area, 

and are therefore valuable additions. 

Hard Shield-fern (Polystichum aculeatum) – new records for this are from Nesfield, Deerstones and 

Beamsley, also Skyreholme Beck (BB). 

Soft Shield-fern (Polystichum setiferum) – Fairy Dell, Middleton, around ten plants (BB).  This is a good 

new site for a plant that is not common in our area. 

A healthy veteran Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) – was seen at the edge of Farnley Wood, with a girth of 

6.5 metres at 1.4 m. height (WNS survey group). 

Hybrid Downy Rose (Rosa mollis x sherardii, or x caesia) – two plants, one at Rain Pot Hole, Kettlewell, 

and one at the confluence of Dowber Gill Beck and Hag Dike Gill Beck (MHA). 

Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) – a fine old tree in Hudson Wood, Middleton,  also at top end of wood a tall old 

Crab Apple (Malus sylvestris) tree (MHA, NV, BBG meeting). 

Sutera cordata – this South African native took a little chasing down.  It was found by ML and seen by 

MHA and by NV.  It was growing between the wall of a pub and the pavement in Station Road, Ilkley.  The 

plant is sold for use in hanging baskets as ‘Bacopa’, and is likely to have seeded from one previously nearby. 

Normal Ribwort Plantain (left) and 
distorted form 
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Killarney Fern gametophyte (Trichomanes speciosum) – the normal life-stage of this species (ie a leafy 

plant) has not been seen in VC 64 for a very long time.  However, it has been found that the less conspicuous 

life-stage, the gametophyte, continues to exist in shady spots in Millstone Grit country, where it needs to stay 

damp all the time.  It has been found at Fairy Dell, Middleton, and near Kex Beck, Beamsley by BB. 
 

FLOURISHING PLANTS THIS YEAR 

Marsh Marigolds (Caltha palustris) – made a field south of Starbotton “wall-to-wall yellow” (HMB).  Also 

over 20 plants by main ditch at Sun Lane N.R. (FCD). 

Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) – was felt by some to be having a good year, or was it that we were 

looking out for it and other Campanula species?  Many were seen by Park Gill Beck, Kettlewell (D & R H), 

and good numbers at Fewston Reservoir, W path (Sh W, also AR). 

Large Bittercress (Cardamine amara) – plants flowering very well at streamside, SLNR (FCD). 

Round-leaved Sundew (Drosera rotundifolia) – flowering well in Scargill Pasture, near Norwood Lane, also 

many Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum) plants, but not many flower spikes seen (WNS survey group). 

Great Horsetail (Equisetum telmateia) – was looking good this year at its usual site at the southern edge of 

Middleton Woods, backing onto the Swimming Pool, Ilkley, then council workers decided it was a good 

place to dump grass cuttings (MHA, AG). 

Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) – many plants flowering by path at Fewston Reservoir, W side, also 

lots of seed pods on the Ragged Robin (Lychnis flos-cuculi) (AR). 

Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem (Gagea lutea) – at its usual sites above and below Old Bridge, Ilkley.  (D & R H) 

Hedgerow Crane’s-bill (Geranium pyrenaica) – large numbers keep going in grass near old school in Burley, 

despite mowing by Council.  Also an albino one at SLNR (FCD). 

Two walks from Yockenthwaite going downstream (J & S H, AR) both gave long lists of colourful flowers 

(“still excellent” – JH).  Fragrant Orchids (Gymnadenia conopsea) were noted as frequent on the later walk. 

Common Rockrose (Helianthemum chamaecistus) – large numbers flowering along the footpath from 

Conistone to Grass Wood, along with Mountain Pansy (Viola lutea) (HMB). 

Water Violets (Hottonia palustris) – covering water in pool at SLNR (FCD). 

Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) – a dense carpet of seedlings in Rougemont Wood, Weeton, 

which must be putting a lot of pressure on the native flora of the wood (NV). 

Mudwort (Limosella aquatica) – many plants were found around the inlet by the W path of Fewston 

Reservoir, going south from Blubberhouses (AR). 

Wood Melick (Melica nutans) – a good new colony in a recently cleared area of Grass Wood (AMG & HMJ). 

Adderstongue (Ophioglossum vulgatum) – a small colony was found in Stainburn Gill (HMB & NV).  This 

was a new record on private land.  A few hundred were found at the original Middleton Hospital, Ilkley site, 

with three other smaller colonies on the same site, giving well over 400 spikes, at least.  It is to be hoped that 

the future of these colonies, as well as all the other wildlife at this excellent site, can be made secure.  Some 

parts of it now have SINC status. 

Early Purple Orchid (Orchis mascula) – 37 flower spikes in one site in Grass Wood, including one white one 

(AMG & HMJ).  Large numbers also seen above Arncliffe (ML). 

Common Butterwort (Pinguicula vulgaris) – many patches were found in full flower in June, along Foxup 

Beck (HMB). 

Bird’s-eye Primrose (Primula farinosa) – large numbers near Halton Gill, and near Middlehouse (Sh W). 

Meadow Saxifrage (Saxifraga granulata) – upstream to Loup Scar, very large numbers (HMB). 
 

BOTANY SECTION OUTINGS 

Bolton Abbey – Beamsley – Kex Gill.  April 28
th

.  Leader Heather Burrow 

The first walk of the year started on a damp cloudy morning, which brightened into a pleasant day for nine 

people.  The group started by having a look at the riverside plants between the lay-by and the New Bridge.  

There was a nice range to be seen, including Flag Iris (Iris pseudacorus), Meadowsweet, Common Valerian 

(Valeriana officinalis), male Butterbur (Petasites hybridus), Marsh Marigold, Water Avens (Geum rivale) 

and Water Mint (Mentha aquatica).  Moschatel (Adoxa moschatellina), Lords-and-ladies (Arum maculatum), 
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Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) and Primrose (Primula vulgaris), Dog’s Mercury (Mercurialis 

perennis) and Wood Anemone (Anemone nemorosa) were seen, just across the road from Lob Wood.  Plants 

using the riverbank as a corridor included Few-flowered Leek (Allium paradoxum) and Himalayan Balsam, 

but the Michaelmas Daisy (Aster sp) and Daffodil cultivars (Narcissus sp) were probably a result of dumping 

garden waste in the lay-by. 

  Nearer the bridge, some Bird Cherries (Prunus padus) (planted) were flowering well, and Common Figwort 

(Scrophularia nodosa), a patch of Sweet Violet (Viola odorata) and a few Meadow Saxifrage plants were 

found, along with Dame’s-violet (Hesperis matronalis) and Great Woodrush  (Luzula sylvatica).  A single 

plant of Danish Scurvygrass (Cochlearia danica) was found under the bridge, probably seeded down from 

the A59, where it is well-established close by.  A nice find was an otter spraint, which was sniffed and 

declared to be ‘perfumy and smooth’. 

  In the walls of the Old Bridge we could see Ivy-leaved Toadflax (Cymbalaria muralis), Common Whitlow-

grass (Erophila verna) and Rue-leaved Saxifrage (Saxifraga tridactylites). On the north side were several 

Wall-rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria) plants, and Thale Cress (Arabidopsis thaliana) was growing at the 

roadside. 

  Our lunch stop provided interest, with house martins to watch, and fertile cones of Common Horsetail 

(Equisetum arvense) to look at.  (These latter are not green, and are sometimes called ‘Paddy’s Pipes’.) 

  Progressing down Beamsley Lane, the mossy walls had some lovely patches of Rue-leaved Saxifrage, 

looking at its starry best, as well as Shining Crane’s-bill (Geranium lucidum), Herb Robert (G. robertianum) 

and Biting Stonecrop (Sedum acre).  At the beckside in the hamlet was a large area of Garden Solomon’s-

seal (Polygonatum x hybridum), and also Yellow Archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon ssp argentatum) – the 

garden escape form with white patches on the leaves. 

  Turning onto the Beacon road, the bank on the corner was home to Green Alkanet (Pentaglottis 

sempervirens), Honesty (Lunaria annua), Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum) and Mouse-ear Hawkweed 

(Pilosella officinarum).  The Kex Gill path was bordered by Gorse (Ulex europaeus), well in flower and 

fragrant, and the Fescue grasses (Festuca ovina and F. rubra) gave a fine springy turf. 

  By the beck, both Golden Saxifrages were growing, Alternate-leaved (Chrysosplenium alternifolia) and 

Opposite-leaved (C. oppositifolia), giving us a good opportunity to compare them.  The rarer alternate-

leaved species has bigger flower heads and more conspicuous basal leaves.  Also growing in the shallow 

water were Water Mint, Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga) and Monkey Flower (Mimulus agg.). 

  Further up was a wonderful tumble of many clumps of Primroses, all in full bloom. Walking back to 

Beamsley by the goit, there were Cuckooflower (Cardamine pratensis) and Field Woodrush (Luzula 

campestris) in the meadow, with Pignut (Conopodium majus) coming into flower on the bank.  On the goit 

edge there were Lady Ferns (Athyrium filix-femina) and a couple of plants of Three-nerved Sandwort 

(Moehringia trinervia), an indicator of old woodland and shady hedge banks. 
 

Feizor   May 12
th

.  Leader – Midge Leather 
  Blessed with a lovely day and fine scenery, a small group set off from Feizor along Hale Lane, where there 

was plenty to see in the drystone walls and along the verges. 

  Shining Crane’s-bill was growing in the walls near the houses and further along, Maidenhair Spleenwort 

(Asplenium trichomanes).  Late spring flowers included Bugle (Ajuga reptans), Crosswort (Cruciata 

laevipes), Meadow Vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis), Red Campion (Silene dioica) and Meadowsweet.  

Hedgerow trees included Holly (Ilex aquifolium), Hazel (Corylus avellana), Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) 

and Guelder Rose (Viburnum opulus).  Some neatly nibbled hazelnut shells indicated the presence of wood 

mice, but the group was puzzled by who could have eaten a much-chewed Lords-and-ladies plant – deer? 

  In the shadier parts of the lane were some good plants of Goldilocks (Ranunculus auricomus), with their 

rather untidy-looking flowers, Wood-sedge (Carex sylvatica), Lesser Burdock (Arctium minus), Woodruff 

(Galium odoratum) and Butterbur.  An Avens hybrid (Geum x intermedium) was spotted, and an Early- 

purple Orchid (Orchis mascula), as well as Sanicle (Sanicula europea).  A really good patch of Herb Paris 

(Paris quadrifolia) was found, also Moschatel, by now rather hidden by other vegetation. 
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  The group turned through a gate near a barn and an old Ash tree, into a meadow with a beck running 

through it, full of Monkey Flower (Mimulus guttatus).  A boulder at the top of the field had a colony of Wall 

Speedwell (Veronica arvensis), with its tiny bright blue flowers, round its base. 

  The next gate took us into the lower part of Oxenber Wood, on a south-facing slope. There was a light tree 

cover of Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Hazel and Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna).  Just inside the gate were 

three Meadow Saxifrage plants, and above a fine bank of Bluebells, Primroses and Early Purple Orchids.  

Tucked down in the turf were Barren Strawberry (Potentilla sterilis) plants with distinctive dark red veins 

and very silky hairs on their leaves, as well as Carline Thistles (Carlina vulgaris), Mouse-ear Hawkweed and 

both Hairy and Perforate St. John’s-wort (Hypericum hirsutum and H. perforatum).  Hoary Plantain 

(Plantago media), a lime-lover, and Blue Moor-grass (Sesleria caerulea) were seen, along with False Brome 

(Brachypodium sylvaticum), Betony (Stachys betonica) and Glaucous Sedge (Carex flacca). 

  Below our path was a glorious colourful bank, full of Bluebells, Early Purple Orchids, Primroses and Wood 

Anemones.  On the top was exposed limestone pavement, with an odd erratic boulder of Horton slate left 

sitting on the top after glaciation.  More Ferns were found – Hart’s Tongue (Phyllitis scolopendrium), Wall 

Rue and Common Polypody (Polypodium vulgare).  Here were more Primroses, also Cowslips (Primula 

veris), and the occasional hybrid (Primula x polyantha), also a very pink Wood Anemone and a Downy Rose 

(species not checked).  Around the Hazel trees a number of squirrel nut-stores were found, and lots of shells.  

2004 must have been a very productive year! 

  The walk ended by wandering back through meadows full of Bulbous Buttercups (Ranunculus bulbosus), 

Meadow Foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis) and Cuckooflowers. 
 

Foxglove Covert, Catterick.  June 9
th

.  Leaders – Olwen Middleton & John Smith 

As this reserve is on MOD land, and not open access, the group of 16 WNS visitors assembled on the road 

nearby.  We were told not to arrive early, as the guards might get twitchy.  After all, WNS members in the 

field can look like a bunch of suspicious characters, can’t they? 

  We were met by John Smith, who works on the reserve.  He took us first to the very well equipped Field 

Centre, where we were able to look at some interactive panels, showing what we might see around the site, 

and we were told a little of its history and its range of habitats. 

  Over the last twenty-plus years, the MOD has left the site to develop naturally.  In the early 1990s it was 

adopted as a bird-ringing site.  Now it is a rich wildlife habitat and an important bird-ringing station.  In 2001 

the site was declared a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) in Richmondshire, and the first LNR on MOD land in 

the UK.  It covers 30 hectares of moorland edge land and has a mosaic of habitats, including old semi-natural 

woodland, heath, ponds and wetland, a stream, grassland and scrub.  The aim of management is to maintain 

this diversity.  A network of paths allows visitors to wander at will, or to follow marked trails.  Our group 

was soon out exploring the woodland, finding Honeysuckle, Yellow Pimpernel (Lysimachia nemorum), 

Northern Marsh Orchid (Dactylorhiza purpurella), Great Burnet (Sanguisorba officinalis) and Salad Burnet 

(S. minor), Dame’s Violet and a St. George’s Mushroom.  In one glade we found a patch of Narrow Buckler-

fern (Dryopteris carthusiana), distinctive in its growth, as its leaves grow singly along the rhizome, not in a 

crown.  Teasels (Dipsacus fullonum) made a good show in open spaces. 

  Various ponds occur around the site, no two alike.  These produced Ragged Robin, Flag Iris, Marsh 

Marigolds and Greater Spearwort (Ranunculus lingua), all colourful, as well as Bogbean (Menyanthes 

trifoliata) with its pink-and-white fringed flowers and broadbean leaves.  There were stands of Bottle Sedge 

(Carex rostrata) and Common Reed (Phragmites australis), along with Water Figwort (Scrophularia 

auriculata), Pale Sedge (Carex pallescens), Marsh St. John’s-wort (Hypericum elodes) and Fool’s Water-

cress (Apium nodiflorum).  An interesting find was Water Parsnip (Berula erecta). Rather worryingly, the 

edge of one pond was quite taken over by the invasive alien, New Zealand Pigmyweed (Crassula helmsii). 

  A ‘special’ of the site was a small colony of Pepper Saxifrage (Silaum silaus), growing in a small area of 

damp meadow, and very nice to see, though not yet showing its yellow flowers.  The area is peaceful and 

there is much to enjoy, although the brass band on the parade ground, helicopters above and bursts of firing 

stopped us from forgetting where we were.  We had got in – but would we get out again? 

  Many thanks again to John Smith, for arranging our visit, and, yes, getting us in and out again. 
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Grassington Old Hospital Grounds    June 16
th

.   Leader – Christine Bell 
A dozen members met CB at the site on a wet and drizzly day that did not really ease off at all.  

Nevertheless, there was plenty to interest us. 

  The meadow is a Site of Special Scientific Interest with public footpaths crossing it.  It is a fine example of 

an unimproved neutral herb-rich grassland, which has some wetter areas.  In the past there has been no input 

of fertiliser, and no grazing. In recent years the land has been cut for hay. 

  This has enabled an attractive and colourful sward to develop, dominated by broad-leaved herbs mixed with 

fine-leaved grasses. Even on a wet morning, we found around 60 herb species and about 30 species of 

grasses, sedges and rushes. 

  Among the herbs, Great Burnet, Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Ox-eye Daisy (Leucanthemum 

vulgare) and Meadow Vetchling were flowering well.  Smaller herbs included Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus 

minor), Red and White Clovers (Trifolium pratense & T. repens), Germander Speedwell (Veronica 

chamaedrys), Cat’s-ear (Hypochaeris radicata) and Rough Hawkbit (Leontodon hispidus) and a large-

flowered (relatively!) Eyebright (Euphrasia officinalis agg).  Cowslips were flowering on a bank near Wood 

Crane’s-bill (Geranium sylvaticum), and there was a fine area of Melancholy Thistle (Cirsium 

heterophyllum).  The sedges included Oval Sedge (Carex ovalis) and Pale Sedge, as well as Tawny Sedge 

(C. hostiana) and Glaucous Sedge.  Attractive grasses included Downy Oat-grass (Helictotrichon pubescens) 

and Quaking Grass (Briza media). 

  In the damper parts of the site we found Marsh Valerian (Valeriana dioica), Flea Sedge (Carex pulicaris), 

Yellow Sedge (C. viridula ssp oedocarpa) and Pendulous Sedge (C. pendula), along with Yellow Flag, 

Meadowsweet, Water Avens, Grass of Parnassus (Parnassia palustris) and Marsh Ragwort (Senecio 

aquaticus).  (These last two were not yet in flower.)  Some of the Rushes had been nipped off cleanly at an 

angle, showing that Roe Deer visit. 

  After retreating to the cars for lunch, a short visit was made to the old quarry on the Yarnbury Road out of 

Grassington.  Here were nice flowering patches of Sheep’s Sorrel (Rumex acetosella) and Heath Speedwell 

(Veronica officinalis), and on the grassy mound we found the congested form of Heath Woodrush (Luzula 

multiflora ssp congesta).  In the short beck draining the site were Water-cress (Rorippa nasturtium-

aquaticum) and Brooklime, Bog Stitchwort (Stellaria uliginosa) and Marsh Marigolds, as well as Lesser 

Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula) and Spear Mint (Mentha spicata) (this last probably a garden escape).  An 

interesting find was a hybrid between Field Horsetail and Water Horsetail (Equisetum x litorale). 

 

SURVEYS 

Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve.  Survey on May 19
th

.  Leader – NV 

The two compartments looked at in this year’s survey were a) the trackside 

and fishing headlands to the north of the Conservation Lake, and b) the 

overflow channel from the Sailing Lake by the western access track.   

  In the first compartment, a good marginal flora exists in the ditch, including 

Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris), Water Plantain (Alisma plantago-

aquatica), Marsh Bedstraw (Galium palustre), Common Spike-rush 

(Eleocharis palustris) and Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria). Ragged 

Robin was added to our list here.  At the lake margin were Lesser Bulrush and 

Marsh Horsetail.   

  The ditch sides are enlivened by Creeping Jenny (Lysimachia nummularia), 

Red Bartsia (Odontites verna) and Silverweed  (Potentilla anserina).  The 

number of Southern Marsh Orchids (Dactylorhiza praetermissa) here had 

increased to 7, including young plants near their parents.  In the overflow channel, we saw Watercress, 

Brooklime, Cuckooflower, Meadowsweet and Curled Dock (Rumex crispus) in addition. 

  In June, AR and FCD reported Bee Orchids (Ophrys apifera) in flower on the north side of the Grazing 

Lawn ditch.  11 spikes were found.  Unfortunately, they were not left unscathed by the grazing of the Canada 

Geese.  However, a further fine spike was found on the eastern end of the Grazing Lawn, in the willow and 

alder carr, along with a fine show of Northern Marsh Orchids and Common Spotted Orchids. 

Common Spike-rush (left) 
Northern Spike-rush (right) 
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  In the ditch round the “island”, Spiked Water-milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) was a new find, and near the 

end of the main track, another new find was Small Teasel (Dipsacus pilosus), growing on the bank. 

  Later in June, Neil Barrett and 2 other members of Bradford Botany Group (BBG) kindly agreed to come 

and check out the orchids on the site.  Between them, they found 11 more spikes of Bee Orchid, including 

one in a new site.  Neil reckoned that the particularly large and sturdy Northern Marsh Orchids (Dactylorhiza 

purpurella) on the grazing lawn are a subspecies (D. p. ssp majaliformis).  5 or 6 hybrid orchids with deep 

pink flowers and intermediate spike-shapes (Dactylorhiza x grandis) were also noted. 

  On this visit, Jesse Tregale found what he felt was Northern Spike-rush (Eleocharis austriaca).  This is a 

Red Data Book plant.  It occurs where there is slow water movement, and is an early coloniser of gravelly 

places.  In time it gets replaced by Common Spike-rush, as silt accumulates.  Jesse took samples for 

checking, and sent some to the BSBI referee for Eleocharis, Max Walters, but had no reply.  Later, we found 

that, sadly, Max died last December. 

  In July, BB found more possible colonies, and collected samples which have gone via Jesse to Michael 

Wilcox (Also BBG).  Michael has little hesitation in saying that these are also Northern Spike-rush.  This 

find is exciting, but may give the Management Committee for the site some problems as to their 

responsibilities for its continued well-being at OWNR.  In all, some 16 new species have been added to the 

site-list in 2006, with a few more needing to be checked in 2006. 

 

Bolton Abbey Railway Site   June 30
th

.  Leader – Anne Tupholme. 
The areas looked at on this visit were the lineside, both the damp area opposite the station buildings, and 

further along to the west, and Draughton Sidings (also with a wet area).  It was noticed that we have not been 

recording some species here for several years now, such as Canadian Fleabane (Conyza canadensis), Smooth 

Hawk’s-beard (Crepis capillaris), Lesser Hawkbit (Leontodon saxatilis) and Marsh Cudweed (Gnaphalium 

uliginosum).  However, some additions were made to the list, namely Water Starwort (Callitriche agg) 

opposite the station, Common Chickweed (Stellaria media) and Dame’s Violet. 

  A pleasing find beside the bridge over Lillands Beck at Draughton Bottom was a Water-speedwell with 

lilac flowers.  This plant needs searching for and checking in 2006.  It could be the Pink Water-speedwell 

(Veronica catenata), uncommon in our area, and particularly this far west, or its hybrid with Blue Water-

speedwell (Veronica anagallis-aquatica).  The only recent record we have for the pink-flowered species is 

from OWNR in 2003 (JH), but JED & Eva Crackles looked at specimens from Kilnsey and Addingham in 

the 1980s, and found most were hybrids. No Bee Orchids were seen on this visit. The total number of species 

found was 147.  Many thanks to Pete Walker for his continued good maintenance of the site, and for looking 

after us.  We enjoy our visits, and are building up a clear picture of its plants.  

 

Ilkley River Bank Survey   July 7
th

, 2005.   Leader – Mike Atkinson 

This survey is carried out about every 5 years.  It was last done in 1998 and so was a little overdue.  The area 

involved is the River Wharfe area downstream from the edge of the golf course and tennis courts in the west, 

to the Ben Rhydding Toll Bridge in the east. (See map on next page.)  It is divided into 5 sections : 

1. North Bank, New Bridge to Golf Course 

2. North Bank, New Bridge to Toll Bridge   

3. South Bank, New Bridge to Tennis Courts  

4. South Bank, New Bridge to Toll Bridge 

5. Beanlands Island 

   Plant species were recorded separately for each of these areas.  Each area had its own recorder(s), and in 

addition, there was a survey walk on July 7
th
.  An early walk of part of the area with Bradford Botany Group 

helpfully got things off to a good start. 

Looking at the findings : 

  Plainly, there are many influences on the vegetation in and near a river as it flows through a town. Seeds 

and bits of plants, such as bulbs, can be washed in from upstream.  Heavy rainfall can cause the river to 

flood, and wash away established plants.  Garden waste gets dumped on the banks, and pollution can occur. 
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  This makes interpretation of results difficult.  I only intend to pick out a few items in each section for 

comment.  Plants not re-found may have been missed on a visit, or not visited when in flower. 

1. North Bank, New Bridge to Golf Course 

No. of species present at last survey, and also in 2005-  55 

No. of species not re-found in 2005 -   17 

No. of species added in 2005 -    70 

Continuing to survive here are the fine plant of Rare Lords-and-ladies (Arum italicum) (a garden escape), the 

white-flowered Harebells, and 4 species of Allium (A. oleraceum, A. paradoxum, A. scorodonia and A. 

ursinum), and Winter Heliotrope (Petasites fragrans). 

  New additions of note are the fine colony of Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem (Gagea lutea) at the river side of 

the football pitch, 2 good patches of Sweet Violet, a pink-flowered plant of Greater Burnet-saxifrage 

(Pimpinella major), Snowdrops (Galanthus nivalis), Stinking Hellebore (Helleborus foetidus), a Peony 

(Paeonia sp) and a little Box plant (Buxus sempervirens).  The last 3 are probably all of garden origin.  A 

nice form of Common Couch-grass was found, with awns (Elymus repens forma aristatum).  Bladder 

Campion (Silene vulgaris) is another new addition in this section. 

 

 2. North Bank, New Bridge to Toll Bridge 

No. of species present at last survey, and also in 2005 -  96 

No. of species not re-found in 2005 -   31 

No. of species added in 2005 -    50 

This stretch of riverbank has seen some upheaval in recent years.  Cars park regularly on the verge, and it has 

been the custom of travellers to stop here in June.  The town has decided to put an obstacle in the way of the 

travellers, by creating a large bank of earth next to the road, making access for their vans impossible. 

  Despite this, the vast majority of plants seem to have survived.  Plants not seen in 2005 include Meadow 

Saxifrage, Pyrenean Scurvy-grass (Cochlearia pyrenaica), a Gunnera plant (hard to miss!) and Water 

Figwort (Scrophularia auriculata).  There seemed to be fewer plants of Giant Hogweed (Heracleum 

mantegazzianum). 

  New arrivals included French Crane’s-bill (Geranium endressii), a young, but fruiting, Daphne (D. 

mezereum), Montbretia (Crocosmia crocosmiflora), Clustered Bellflower (Campanula glomerata). 
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  The creation of the earth banking made a heaven for thistles and sow-thistles as early opportunists.  The 

Sand Leek also enjoyed the open sandy ground. 

 

 3. South Bank, New Bridge to the Tennis Courts 

No. of species present at last survey, and also in 2005 -  48 

No. of species not re-found in 2005 -   25 

No. of species added in 2005 -    25 

Some very nice additions can be made in this section.  The Toothwort does very well in several patches, to 

the river side of the playground, using the roots of Crack Willow, Hazel and Sycamore as its host.  Yellow 

Star-of-Bethlehem grows just above the Old Bridge in the grassy verge. In the back wall of the riverside 

gardens, Black Spleenwort is growing (see Special Records).  There is a fairly new patch of Winter 

Heliotrope on the river’s edge.  Wall Barley, (Hordeum murinum) has taken up residence at the foot of 

several of the park trees near the river edge. 
 

 4. South Bank, New Bridge to Toll Bridge 

No. of species present at last survey, and also in 2005 -  57 

No. of species not re-found in 2005 -   36 

No. of species added in 2005 -    69 

Many of the additions in this section, and in the others, are grasses.  A good number of additions are likely to 

be of garden origin.  There is now a little colony of Glory-of-the-snow (Chionodoxa forbesii) on a bank at 

the back of housing.  Likewise, Red Valerian (Centranthus ruber) has appeared, along with more 

Montbretia.  Dotted Loosestrife has made a largish colony near the river, and on a bank, the garden form of 

Yellow Archangel has settled in. 

Again, a new big patch of Toothwort has been spotted here, not far to the east of the New Bridge.  

  No Leopard’s-bane (Doronicum pardalianches) was seen this year, nor Harebell. But Opposite-leaved 

Golden Saxifrage was found, and Hairy St.John’s-wort on a shady bank.  Giant Bellflower (Campanula 

latifolia) was an addition, and Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonus-henricus) keeps going in its usual 

spot. 

 

5. Beanlands Island 

No. of species present at last survey, and also in 2005 -  82 

No. of species not re-found in 2005 -   19 

No. of species added in 2005 -    57 

Ten new tree species were found this year, including woodland species such as Oak, Ash, Horse Chestnut, 

Beech and Elm.  Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus) has now arrived here.  It is to be hoped it does not grow 

into an impenetrable thicket.  Blackcurrant, Gooseberry may have come from nearby allotments. Tutsan 

(Hypericum androsaemum)is also new.   

  Not found were Black Bryony (Tamus communis), Michaelmas Daisy (Aster novi-belgii), Yellow Rattle or 

Great Burnet. 

  New additions include ten grasses, a Common Male-fern, Branched Bur-reed (Sparganium erectum), Great 

Woodrush (Luzula sylvatica) and about 40 other herbs.  The bur-reed is a particularly nice addition for which 

we have few records, and none recent. 

  Among the herbs, a Common Spotted-orchid has appeared, yet another patch of Toothwort and Canadian 

Goldenrod (Solidago canadensis).  Less welcome is Himalayan Balsam.  However, a good marginal 

vegetation is building up, with Water Forget-me-not, Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), Monkeyflower 

and two hybrid Mints (Corn x Spear, and Corn x Spear x Water) 

  Two further hybrids found were Hybrid Avens (Water x Wood) and Hybrid Woundwort (Hedge x Marsh).   

  Lastly, the island even has a Tulip! 

  Many thanks to everyone who helped with this survey, and particularly Mike and Dorothy Atkinson, Ann 

Bickley, Bruce Brown and Gordon Haycock, who not only combed their sections for species, but put 

together some excellent lists.   
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Ilkley Moor Countryside Stewardship Area Survey. 

 

 

Our 2005 visit to the moor is the second stage of a 10-year survey to monitor the Countryside Stewardship 

Scheme set up by Bradford Met in 2000, and to report on any changes.  The stewardship scheme is to run 

until 2009.  See map (left). 

  Joyce Hartley has written a thorough and very clear account of the background to the scheme, and the 

findings from our first survey, in the WNS Annual Review 2000.  I will not rehearse them here, but refer 

readers to her account. 

  On July 28
th
, a band of volunteers reported for duty at the Leathers’ house, which is very convenient for 

access to the area.  The morning quickly became very wet (shades of the 2000 survey day!), with a real 

downpour, and the moor then steamed gently and disappeared into the mist.  The day was abandoned, and 

we re-grouped on August 18
th
 to try again. 

  This time we had blue skies and sunshine.  We organised ourselves using, as far as possible, the same 

methodology as in 2000, helped by the fact that 4 people had been present both times.  The party split into 3 

groups, each working one section.  The plant species were recorded, and the main types of vegetation were 

mapped as carefully as possible.  (This is not easy because of the stepped nature of the moor.) 

  In addition, Hugh Phillips nobly undertook to walk round the boundary, taking photos as far as possible in 

the same places as those taken by JH and ML in 2000, to give a visual comparison.  We then found that, by 

chance, we had chosen the same week in August as in 2000, so that vegetation was at the same stage (ie 

heather in flower).  The resulting pictures proved really useful. 
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Conclusions 

Vegetation Mapping –  

A Western Section – Bracken is dominant here.  There is now less heather in evidence around the old golf 

course.  Bracken has spread into areas of grasses, bilberry and heather.  There is still a good strip of 

heather near the southern wall, and a smaller one of bilberry, but bracken is growing vigorously around the 

previously more-exposed rocks.  ML feels that the size of the heather patch is much reduced from 2000.  In 

the area around the main footpath near Black Beck, the top and bottom patches of bracken have met and 

coalesced. 

B. Upper Eastern Section – There are now more grasses and rushes at the south western end than in 2000.  

The machines which brought in stone for repairing the walls cleared off a lot of the heather and the ground 

left bare. It looks as if the heather has been replaced by grasses etc.  The new footpath has also disturbed 

the ground here, but there are some small signs of heather re-colonising, giving a wide strip of heather and 

crowberry patches among the grasses and, at least for now, knocking back the bracken.  Erosion round the 

Neb Stone looks less than earlier.  South of the Neb Stone, the bracken looks more consolidated. 

C. Lower Eastern Section – Directly above Panorama Reservoir and the new track, the heather looks less 

vigorous than in 2000.  There seems to be some encroachment by crowberry and bilberry, as well as 

clearly by bracken.  At the eastern end, between Silver Well Cottage and the back of Panorama Drive, not 

much change in vegetation was noticed.  To the west, between the two springs and Black Beck, there was 

less heather and definite bracken encroachment. 

Species  – the lists of species for each of the sections were very similar to those for 2000.  As is inevitable in 

this kind of ‘snapshot’ survey, there were some species not re-found, and some new ones added.  There were 

extra grass records, including Creeping Soft-grass (Holcus mollis) and Early Hair-grass (Aira praecox). 

Two fungi were found – Dung Roundhead and False Chanterelle. 

 Species numbers for all 3 sections were  A B C 

     2000 -  60  37 64 

     2005 -  56 42 79 

A. Western Section – Opposite-leaved Saxifrage was found by Black Beck, also Square-stalked St.John’s-

wort (Hypericum tetrapterum) and Blinks (Montia fontana).  Climbing Corydalis (Ceratocapnos 

claviculata) was found down near the edge of the wood. 

B. Upper Eastern Section – 3 ferns were added to the list, Common Male-fern (Dryopteris filix-mas), Hard 

Fern (Blechnum spicant) and Lady Fern.  A good find in the wet ground at a spring was Marsh Violet 

(Viola palustris).  Oak seedlings were seen here and in the next section, but how long they will survive 

grazing is unclear. 

C. Lower Eastern Section – a young Ash tree was noted, also Common Male-fern and Hard Fern.  Down 

beside the bottom path were two plants of a congested form of Lady Fern.  ML found Pink Purslane in this 

section at another date.  At a spring, Blinks was found again, and also Round-leaved Water-crowfoot 

(Ranunculus omiophyllus).  The larger species count for this section is probably explained by the 

proximity of housing along its northern edge, and the well-used footpath, resulting in a strip of rough 

grass. 

Discussion – Bradford Countryside Service has done a good job in completing the repair of gates, stiles, 

walls and footpaths.  However, the idea of this was to be able to control grazing within the area, at a rate of 

one ewe per hectare from early May to early August, and excluded for the rest of the year.  (The area of the 

site is just under 59 hectares.)  Nobody seems to have mentioned this to the sheep, and ML reports that there 

appear to be about 30 or 40 roaming in and out at will.  Indeed we saw sheep hopping over walls while we 

were engaged on the survey.  

  ML contacted the Countryside Officer, Richard Perham, who informed her that the wall repairs had been 

completed by September 2004.  He also said that no attempt had been made to control the bracken.  ML 

comments that sections of wall near Silver Well Cottage and on the boundary of the Reservoir and Heber’s 

Ghyll Wood have broken down, and that some of the new gates, fences and fastenings are already damaged 

and needing repair.   
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  I have sent Richard Perham copies of our findings on the moor, and he has looked at our photographic 

evidence.  He kindly invited ML & DL and I to look at the computerised vegetation mapping for the moor, 

held at the Baildon office.  We discussed the problem of bracken encroachment, as seen in our findings, and 

as perceived by Ilkley people.  There has been much discussion as to how it can be checked.  Richard tells us 

that the most effective control has been found to be by a combination of physical damage and chemical 

control.  Basically, physical damage can be effective, if carried out at the right times of year for a few years.  

However, it is not easy to use rolling machines on a rocky and sloping site, and hand-pulling is very labour-

intensive. 

  Alternatively, a herbicide can be used, probably sprayed from a helicopter.  This looks a non-starter on a 

site of water catchment for the reservoir, and would be costly.  I have strong reservations here, as the 

herbicide concerned would also damage other ferns and flowering herbs, and consequently would have a 

knock-on effect through the food web on insect life and bird life.  We await developments. 

  Finally, a big thank-you to everyone who helped in any way with the survey.  Again, Midge deserves 

special thanks for her vigilance.  It was a tiring day, much eased by the kind hospitality of Midge and David, 

who put out chairs and cushions for us at lunchtime, kept us hydrated with chilled fruit juice and fed us with 

luscious bilberry tart (courtesy Ilkley Moor, of course!). 
 

Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits 

In mid June, after the end of the Appleby Horse Fair, about 12 travellers’ vans, and their horses, took up 

residence on the site for ten days.  Shortly after, MHA made a visit to it. 

  In the area where the vans had been, MHA could find no orchids of any species, where they are usually 

abundant.  The patch of Biting Stonecrop and the area which used to support the Bee Orchid, had been 

severely grazed.  The entrance gate had been badly damaged (it has since been replaced). 

  MHA further reports, “ In the area within the northern parcel leased by the Ilkley Angling Club, close to the 

fence, there were 4 or 5 Southern Marsh Orchids, and a tall orchid with more violet colouring and heavily 

spotted leaves, which I took to be the Common Spotted Orchid/Southern Marsh Orchid hybrid.”  At the 

south-western corner of the site, a good population of Southern Marsh Orchids was found, also one fine Bee 

Orchid. 

  On checking the Marsh Fern (Thelypteris palustris) at its old site, MHA found that Yellow Flag was 

encroaching on it.  He has since asked Bradford whether there is a Species Action Plan (SAP) for the plant, 

but it does not seem as if there is.  As it is the only plant of its species in Wharfedale, it would seem 

reasonable for it to have one, but so far, Bradford has not responded.  Nothing seems to happen quickly! 

  He also noted that the Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica) had been almost eradicated, presumably by 

Bradford Met in 2004. 
 

Nidderdale AONB 

As in 2004, WNS members have spent a few days doing botany surveys for NAONB.  The co-ordinator, Dan 

McAndrew, who is the Rural Strategy Officer for Harrogate BC, has written asking me to pass on his thanks 

for the “excellent survey work” done by our volunteers.  He points out that the survey findings have helped 

confirm the importance of some sites, so that they can achieve SINC status (Site of Importance in Nature 

Conservation).  This gives a site some protection and extra attention, if development planning is sought. 
 

Low Mill Road, Addingham 

Prior to the planned change in use of Low Mill, for development as housing, it was felt sensible to survey the 

road verges between Ilkley Old Road and the weir.   

  The aim of this is to give a base-line from which to be able to check that the verges are in time restored to 

their old attractive state, with good natural history interest. 

  HMB & NV visited the road in late June, and listed about 70 native species, some of them like Field 

Scabious (Knautia arvensis), hanging on by the skin of their teeth.  Others, including two aliens, are 

rampaging.  Through lack of attention over the years, Bramble, Ground Elder and Ivy have grown vigorously 

on the goit side, along with a lot of young Ash saplings.  The herbs here, which used to be full of purple and 
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gold flowers – Meadow Crane’s-bill, Hairy St.John’s-wort, Ragwort, Field Scabious and Common 

Knapweed, have all but disappeared amongst rank vegetation. 

  On the riverside, the verge by the fence retains short herbs including Wintercress, Red Clover, Columbine 

and Yarrow, but this has been sprayed with weed-killer! 

  Nearer Low Mill, Japanese Knotweed became established some years ago, and continues to spread down 

the riverbank, and along the roadside, unchecked. Himalayan Balsam is now spreading on both sides of the 

road.    Despite all this, our survey shows that plants of interest manage to survive, and with care, could 

flourish again. 
 

A NATIONAL SURVEY 

The national charity Plantlife ran a Campanula Survey in 2005, and several WNS members undertook to 

help.  The 3 species that we have in Wharfedale are Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia), Giant Bellflower (C. 

latifolia) and Nettle-leaved Bellflower (C. trachelium).  Volunteers were asked to record where they had 

been found, how plentiful and in what type of habitat. 

  Any Campanula records, sent to NV as entries among other records, have also been sent in.  We await the 

analysis of the national findings with interest. 
 

OTHER MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS 

One member, Ann Bickley, recorded over 110 species of trees and herbs on a July walk by the Wharfe, from 

Barden Bridge to the start of Strid Wood.  This included Six-rowed Barley (Hordeum vulgare) and Wall 

Barley, Wood Spurge (Euphorbia amygdaloides), Hedge Bedstraw (Galium mollugo), Field Scabious and 

Great Burnet. 

  Construction work often gives at least a temporary chance of survival to plants brought in with building 

materials.  A fruiting plant of Thorn-apple (Datura stramonium var chalybaea) was spotted by AB on the 

embankment of Fewston Reservoir, where a new hedge has been planted.  On looking further, Common 

Stork’s-bill (Erodium cicutarium), Fool’s Parsley (Aethusa cynapium), Greater Celandine (Chelidonium 

majus), Caper Spurge (Euphorbia lathyris), Petty Spurge (E. peplus), Sun Spurge (E. helioscopia) and a poor 

specimen of either Prickly Lettuce (Lactuca serriola) or Great Lettuce (L. virosa) were all found close by.  

(NV) Similarly, Field Madder (Sherardia arvensis) was found beside the steps from Thruscross car park to 

the dam (HMB). 
 

  The following are listed by the alphabetical order of the scientific names first-mentioned. 

Moschatel – near Farnley Fish Farm, quite a big patch (NF), also near Cavendish Pavilion, Bolton Abbey (Sh 

W, BBG meeting) 

Fool’s Parsley (Aethusa cynapium) – several near old school, Burley, and one near top gate at SLNR (FCD). 

Field Garlic (Allium oleraceum) – found at Ghaistrill’s Strid, also Sand Leek (A. scorodoprasum) a little 

upstream. Creeping Yellow-cress (Rorippa sylvestris) also doing well here (CB). 

Columbine (Aquilegia vulgaris) - at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits, also Sand Leek (D & R H). 

Wall-rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria) – in Tittybottle Park, Otley (CH). 

Narrow-leaved Michaelmas Daisy (Aster lanceolatus) – large clump in Mile Field, Farnley Park (NF). 

White Bryony (Bryonia dioca) – in hedges either side of lane near Sun Lane N.R.  Both male and female 

plants found (FCD). 

Oval Sedge – in meadow between by-pass and Addingham Main Street (NV). 

Greater Celandine (Chelidonium majus) – Askwith, Moor Lane, just N. of school (MHA). 

Alternate-leaved Golden-saxifrage – Valley of Desolation, above first waterfall (HMB). 

Danish Scurvygrass – now well-established by A65 at Chelker Reservoir, also from Bolton Bridge eastwards 

along the A 59, together with a few plants under it, by the path.  The little colony on Leeds Road, Ilkley, 

continues to survive, with 7 plants this year (NV). 

A Common Spotted-orchid appeared in the lawn of a garden off Queen’s Drive Ilkley (Ri H). JED’s Broad-

leaved Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine) put in a repeat appearance in her lawn, about as big a clump as in 

2004 (JED). 

Scaly Male-fern – old quarry Moor Lane, Grassington, also Shore Horsetail in ditch here and there (MHA). 
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Wood Horsetail – was found near the car park end of Fewston Reservoir (AR). 

Spindle (Euonymus europaeus) – two small trees with berries were noticed at Denton Road end, at the edge 

of the wood (BB).  There are no other records in our area, and it is a plant of base-rich soils.  Probably these 

two have been planted. 

Ash – one veteran tree in field on path from Gallogate Lane, Weeton, to Rougemont Wood, also large patch 

of Leopard’s-bane continues to flourish in Rougemont Wood (NV). 

Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill (Geranium dissectum) – riverbank near Burley by-pass, also Marjoram (Origanum 

vulgare) and Water Figwort (Scrophularia auriculata).  A possible Greater Knapweed (Centaurea scabiosa) 

could not be found again this year for checking (DS). 

Dove’s-foot Crane’s-bill (Geranium molle) – found in mini-form in the turf path leading to the Trig. Point on 

Askwith Moor (CHa, NV). 

Horseshoe Vetch (Hippocrepis comosa) – a good plant on Dewbottom Scar (AMG). 

Stinking Iris (Iris foetidissima) – at a new site in Grass Wood (AMG &HMJ).  Also a new record for it in 

Ilkley, by the riverside path (BB). 

Yellow Archangel – a large patch in Wheatley Grove, Ben Rhydding (D & R H). 

Hoary Cress (Lepidium draba) – roadside verge west of Askwith (HMB, NV). 

Wood Melick (Melica uniflora) – roadside verge under trees, Cocking End (BB), also by footbridge over 

Wharfe, Addingham (NV). 

Creeping Forget-me-not (Myosotis secunda) – growing in willow carr at the edge of Farnley Lake, along 

with Skullcap (Scutellaria galericulata).  (WNS survey group) 

Rest-harrow (Ononis repens) – at Burnsall, by Loup Scar, also by the weir, at Burley-in-Wharfedale.  (Sa W) 

Lemon-scented Fern (Oreopteris limbosperma) – Farnley Moor (OM). 

Greater Burnet-saxifrage – in shady grass verge on east side of Low Mill, Addingham  (HMB, NV).  Also in 

lay-by verge on Greenhow hill Road, where there was also a patch of white-flowered Bush Vetch (Vicia 

sepium).  A little further north, a colony of Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum) was re-found, but 

reduced in quantity.  Over the wall on Hanging Moor was good wet heathland, with Cross-leaved Heath 

(Erica tetralix), Twayblade (Listera ovata), Hard Fern, Cranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccos) and Round-leaved 

Sundew (OM, NV). 

Bog Pondweed (Potamogeton polygonifolius) and Water Horsetail – were found in a pond on the North side 

of Burnsall Fell (ML). 

Knotted Pearlwort (Sagina nodosa) – along the bank above the shingle, Lower Grass Wood (CB). 

Water Dock (Rumex hydrolapathum) and Monk’s Rhubarb (R. pseudoalpinus) – patches of both have 

increased in size (FCD) 

Sanicle – Wells House grounds, Ilkley, a new site (ML). 

Bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara) – riverbank near Burley by-pass (NV). 

Black Nightshade (Solanum nigrum) – flowering October/November Denton Road, Ilkley (BB, D & R H). 

Unbranched Bur-reed (Sparganium emersum) –large colony at the edge Farnley Lake.  (WNS survey group) 

The hybrid of Hedge and Marsh Woundworts (Stachys x ambigua) – a stand by Grassington Bridge (CB). 

Marsh Woundwort (Stachys palustris) – made a good showing in the damp verge of Parson’s Lane, 

Addingham, with 1 plant of Sneezewort (Achillea ptarmica) (NV). 

Wood Stitchwort (Stellaria nemorum) – near Bow Beck, West Park Wood, Ilkley (NV). 

Wild Thyme (Thymus polytrichus) – in Park Gill, near Kettlewell, heavily galled by a mite.  The terminal 

leaves become a tight cluster, covered with long white hairs (D & R H). 

Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra) – 12+ have re-grown after felling, at S.L.N.R.  They should fruit well (FCD). 

White Sweet Violet – in Storiths Lane, about ¼ mile from the Violet Wood Farm patch (HMB), also a few 

small patches of normal purple form on the roadside at Leathley  (NF), and another white-flowered patch at 

Burley Woodhead (Sa W). 
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Records were received from the following : 

Mike Atkinson (MHA)    Joyce & Sam Hartley (J & SH) 

Don Barrett (DB)    Gordon Haycock (GH) 

Christine Bell (CB)    Carmen Horner (CH) 

Ann Bickley (AB)    David & Rosemary Howson (D & RH) 

Nevil Bowland (NB)    Helen Jackson (HMJ) 

Bruce Brown (BB)    Pat & Tony Jones (P & TJ) 

Karen Bullimore (KAB)    Midge Leather (ML) 

Heather Burrow (HMB)    Olwen Middleton (OM) 

Jeannette Clapham (JC)    Anne Riley (AR) 

John & Jenny Dixon (J & JD)   Dorothy Storey (DS) 

Freda Draper (FCD)    Anne Tupholme (AT) 

Joan Duncan (JED)    John & Shirley Ward (J & ShW) 

Nyree Fearnley (NF)    Sarah Ward (Sa W) 

Ann Gill (AG)   Bradford Botany Group (BBG), in particular Neil Barrett, Maggie Shields, 

Audrey Gramshaw (AMG)  Jesse Tregale, Rita Hardacre (RH) and Mike Wilcox 

Chris Hartley (CH)  

Nicky Vernon 

 

 

AMPHIBIANS 

 

CAUDATA – TAILED-AMPHIBIANS 

GREAT CRESTED NEWT Triturus cristatus. 

  No reports. 

PALMATE NEWT Triturus helveticus. 

  Records from Burley garden and SLNR. 

SMOOTH NEWT Triturus vulgaris. 

  One found under board and four caught in traps and released OWNR. Also seen Burley garden. 

ALPINE NEWT Triturus alpestris 

  Five records all from Burley. 

 

ANURA – TAIL-LESS AMPHIBIANS 

COMMON TOAD Bufo bufo 

  Seen from early March in large numbers at SLNR and OWNR. Last one seen dead Ilkley 10/12. 

COMMON FROG Rana temporaria 

  First mating pairs seen at Sun Lane 27
th
 February, followed by spawn at Sun Lane and OWNR 17

th
 March. 

Reports of Frogs and Spawn from all parts of WNS area. One heard croaking in Burley Pool 27
th
 October. 

 

 

Photographs of Tawny Owl pellet found early March, and display of all the frog bones from the one pellet. 
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REPTILES 

 

SQUAMATA – SCALY REPTILES 

ADDER Vipera berus 

  Four records from Hudstorth. Five Males first seen 19
th
 March; first Female 30

th
 March. 

SLOW WORM Anguis fragilis 

  Three records two from Hudstorth and one from The Valley of Desolation. 

COMMON LIZARD Lacerta vivipara. 

  Six reports this year from Grass Wood, Hudstorth, Lindley Wood, Timble Ings, and three young on Ilkley 

Moor. 

MAMMALS 

 

INSECTIVORA – INSECTIVORES 
HEDGEHOG Erinaceus europaeus 

  More records this year. One seen OWNR eaten by Fox 6
th
 January. Then seen throughout the area until 

mid-November. Mothers with young reported from Ilkley, Menston and Addinghan.11 Road Kills. 

MOLE Talpa europeus 

  Very active in any moist grassland.100s of molehills along riverside OWNR. 

One found dead Hebers Ghyll in June, one seen above ground Barden Fell mid-September. 

COMMON SHREW Sorex araneus 

  One found dead at Folly Hall and Dob Park. Several caught by cat at Beamsley. One seen regularly in 

Addingham garden. 

PYGMY SHREW Sorex minutes 

  One found dead at Low Dam in a post hole. 

WATER SHREW Neomys fodiens 

  One seen at Sun Lane and another spotted twice in an Addingham garden. 

 

CHIROPTERA – BATS 

PIPISTRELLE Pipistrellus pipistrellus 

  Noted from February to October in many localities. 

 

LAGAMORPHA – RABBITS AND HARES. 
RABBIT Oryctolagus cuniculus 

  Widespread and abundant in WNS area, with outbreaks of Myxomatosis.  Largest count 200+ at 

Addingham. Black rabbits seen at Fewston, Addingham and OWNR. Many road kills reported. 

HARE Lepus capensis 

  Appears to be on the increase. Regular sightings in the Washburn, Farnley, Timble,  

Addingham, Draughton, Lindley Wood and Addingham Moorside. 4 Road kills. 

 

RODENTIA – RODENTS 

GREY SQUIRREL Scuirus carolinensis 

  Are now found everywhere in WNS area even on Ilkley Moor. Two Road kills reported. 

BANK VOLE Clethrionomys glariolus 

  Six sightings. Two under metal sheet OWNR; also seen at Sun Lane, Low Dam and regularly in an 

Addingham garden. 

FIELD VOLE Microtis agrestis 

  Nest found at Sun Lane, several caught by cat at Beamsley. One drowned Sun Lane, and one found dead at 

Timble. 

WOOD MOUSE Apodemus sylvaticus 

  March, four under bird feeder in Burley garden. Later in the year eight were caught in a Longworth trap and 

relocated. One caught near Beamsley and another drowned at Sun Lane. 
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COMMON RAT Rattus norvegicus 

  5 Records from Burley, Ilkley, Ben Rhydding and Farnley. One road kill. 

 

CARNIVORA – CARNIVORES 
FOX Vulpes vulpes 

  Heard early in the year at Timble. Reports of Dens with cubs from Ilkley Moor, Menston and Burley. 

Singles at Ilkley and Farnley Lake. 

STOAT Mustela erminea 

  Very well recorded this year with 37 sightings. Many with Rabbit kills. A new twist at OWNR, a Stoat 

being chased by a Rabbit. 

WEASEL Mustela nivalis 

  More difficult to spot. Six reports from Ilkley, Otley Chevin, Barden, Norwood and Timble. 

POLECAT FERRET Mustela furo 

  One killed on road Ben Rhydding. 

FERRET Mustela furo. 

  One cream Ferret came to inspect a working party at Grass Wood, June. 

MINK Mustela vison 

  Scats found at Bolton Abbey and Askwith. Young seen three times with one being chased into the water by 

an adult Rabbit OWNR. Several trapped and dispatched OWNR. 

BADGER Meles meles 

  All sets checked were active. One sight had at least 4 adults and 4 cubs. 2 new sets found. A juvenile found 

dead OWNR. Two road kills. 

OTTER Lutra lutra 

  OWNR spraints from early Jan. to March. Prints on 

riverside several times during Summer, Otter seen in 

reed bed, June. Otter prints at Askwith in Sept. and 

Dec.  Spraints again at OWNR from Oct. to end of 

Dec. and plenty of fish scales on island. 

 

 

 
Left. Otter footprints beside the River Wharfe at Otley 
Wetlands Nature Reserve 
 

 

 

ARTIODACTYLA – EVEN-TOED UNGULATES 

RED DEER Cervus elephus 

  No reports this year. 

ROE DEER Capreolus capreolus 

  32 Reports and 2 road kills. Regularly seen in WNS area. Biggest number seen was 4 at Farnley, 3 at 

Prospect Farm and 2s at Strid Wood, Nell Bank, Rombalds Moor and OWNR. Singles in many areas. 

 

CONTRIBUTORS : 

        D Alred, P Britten, R&H Burrow, N&A Bowland, J M Clapham, F C Draper, L Dewdney, J Dixon, 

H&J Ferraby, G Foggitt & A Powell.  J Flood, A Gramshaw, D Jakeways, A Jowett, P&K Limb, D&M 

Leather, P Purvis, P&A Riley, D L Robinson, P Roe, E Scarfe, J Topham, S Ward. Thank you all for your 

efforts, and apologies for any omissions. 

N Bowland. 
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BUTTERFLIES 

 

In 2005 there were records from January to November, over 3400 in 

total, the second largest number ever. Butterflies were seen on all but 

one day of ‘Summer’ (July-September), which was better than 2004 and 

even 2003. Generally, each species was reported from more locations 

this year-but not in greater numbers, where there was no clear trend. 

  The star performer was undoubtedly the Speckled Wood, which 

suddenly became a common and widespread butterfly. On the other hand 

the migrant Painted Lady virtually failed to appear, and the Holly Blue 

had a wretched year. 

  Many resident butterflies did well including the Whites. Orange Tips 

were reported by many more observers. The migrant Red Admiral had a 

satisfactory year, and a few Clouded Yellows were seen. 

  Of the localised butterflies, Dark Green Fritillary appears to have a 

colony near Kettlewell, possibly also at Grass Wood, and there were other sightings in Upper Wharfedale. 

Northern Brown Argus was seen in larger numbers on its main sites. 

 Purple Hairstreak was found on many more sites largely due to the efforts of Graham Foggitt. Green 

Hairstreak had a good year, White letter Hairstreak (photo above left) a satisfactory one. 

  A Dingy Skipper was reported from the Thruscross area – only the third report of this uncommon butterfly 

in the history of the Society. 

  Freda Draper continued to record a transect for Butterfly Conservation every week in the season – a burden 

for which we hope they are duly grateful. 
 

Details of individual species follow. The initials in square brackets denote individual observers whose names 

are at the end of the report. ‘New sites’ may indicate new 1km. squares on the map, or actual new sites. 

HESPERIIDAE 

1526 SMALL SKIPPER Thymelicus sylvestris  

A satisfactory year, with more sightings than ever, although the peak number of insects was down. Sites 

were noted from Addingham to Rougemont, from Otley up the Washburn to Thruscross., and near 

Greenhow, Timble Ings, Grimwith and Stainburn Moor. Seen on over ten sites in the upper dale, from near 

Swinden Quarry to Langstrothdale.  Recorded first on 27th June at Thruscross [JD], and last on 3
rd 

September at Broad Dubb road [DH]. Peak counts were 44 at the Middleton Hospital site [DH] on 23
rd

 July 

and 41 near Long Ashes [GL] on 31
st
 July. Significant new sites were Rougemont [GF] and Yarnbury [GL]. 

1531 LARGE SKIPPER Ochlodes venata 

Not such a good year, with less sightings and lower numbers. There were sightings at Ilkley, at Sun LaneNR 

and Otley, in the vicinity of Stainburn Forest, Timble Ings and Grimwith. There were some eight sightings 

from Upper Wharfedale, with a peak count of 6 at Bastow Wood [MBL]. 

First seen on 8th June at Otley Wetlands NR [PR], last seen on 27
th
 July at Rougemont [GF] – a new site – 

and Otley Wetlands [KL].The peak count was 52 at Stainburn Forest on 13
th
 July [DH]. There were only four 

other counts in double figures. 

PYRGINAE 

1532 DINGY SKIPPER Erynnis tages 

One was reported from the Northern shore of Thruscross reservoir on 27
th
 June [JD]. This particular site 

appears favourable for a colony of a very localised butterfly that is generally in decline. 
 

PIERIDAE 

1545 CLOUDED YELLOW Colias croceus 

There were eight reports, all of singletons, of this occasional visitor. First seen on 7
th
 July at Sun Lane NR 

[FD], last on 9
th
 September at Thruscross [NM].  Only in 1983 have more been reported by the WNS – and 

most of the recorders from that year are still active! 
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1546 BRIMSTONE Gonepteryx rhamni 

Seen much more often and over a longer period this year. The dates range from 23
rd

 March at the Middleton 

Wood edge [DH] to 27
th
 October in a Ben Rhydding garden [JDN].  Many of the sightings were from Burley 

[FD], often from Sun Lane NR [PR, FD] but there were other sightings from Ilkley  Menston and Otley, 

several from Washburndale, and a new site at Foxup in Littondale [GL]. The peak count was 5 at Lindley 

Wood reservoir on 25th April [JD]. 

Eighteen of the reports were of females, Eggs and small larvae were seen in June on the Sun Lane NR 

buckthorns [FD]. 

1549 LARGE WHITE Pieris brassicae 

The peak number was 30, seen on the 8
th
 August at Sun Lane NR [PR]. 20  

were seen in Grassington on 19
th
 August [JR]. Small numbers were seen in many other places over the two 

dales. The first seen was on 23
rd

 April in a Burley garden [FD] the last on 24
th
 September at a garden centre 

in Otley [DH].  

1550 SMALL WHITE Pieris rapae  

Seen in many places in both dales, up to Kilnsey and Thruscross respectively.  The first was on 25
th
 April in 

Otley [DJ], and the last was on 3
rd

 October by the same recorder in the same place.  The peak count was 40 

on 17
th
 August at Lindley West [JD].  There were several counts in the twenties by the same recorder and 

one of 26 at the Middleton Hospital site [LD].  

1551 GREEN-VEINED WHITE Pieris napi 

Our commonest white had another very good year.  First seen on 12
th
 March in a Burley garden [PR], last 

noted was on 24
th
 September in a Ben Rhydding garden [DH]. The largest count was of 50 on 20

th
 May at 

Lindley West [JD]. There were five other counts of 30 or above, largely by the same recorder, but including 

one on 21
st
 August high up at Greenhow [MB]. 

1553 ORANGE TIP Anthocharis cardamines 

Many more records, many more sites. There were sightings up Wharfedale to Kilnsey, and up the Washburn 

as far as Lindley. It is puzzling that this conspicuous butterfly was not recorded higher up the dales. First 

seen on 12
th
 March in Burley [PR], and the last sightings were in Burley and in Kilnsey on 16

th
 June [FD, PP, 

EC, PR]. The highest count was 40 at Lindley Wood reservoir on 2
nd

 May [JD]. There were three other sites 

with counts over 10. Several eggs were seen in a Burley garden on July 10
th
 [FD]. 

LYCAENIDAE 

1555 GREEN HAIRSTREAK Callophrys rubi 

The numbers of sightings and sites continues to rise. First reports were on 22
nd

 April at Beamsley [RB], and 

at Rushy Beck, Burley Moor [DH] and the last was on 12
th
 June in the latter area [DH]. The peak count was 

100 at Otley Chevin [DA] on 11
th
 May. There was a count of 64 on Cracoe Fell [TB], and a count of17 on 

Thorpe Fell [TB] on 12
th
 May, both new sites. On 12

th
 May the butterfly was also plentiful on Ilkley Moor, 

and there were counts of 23 [LD] and 20 [ES]. 

1557 PURPLE HAIRSTREAK Neozephyrus quercus 

Graham Foggitt and Anna Powell found many new sites this year. These include stretched from Barden 

Bridge to Rougemont and up the Washburn to a new site below Thruscross dam. Some sightings from the 

Middleton Hospital site [LD, DH, GF] and from Otley Wetlands NR, a new site [PR, FD] and Sun Lane 

[FD]. First seen on 26
th
 July on several sites in the Wharfe valley [GF], the last was seen on 4th September in 

Ilkley [DH]. Peak counts were 10 on 13
th
 August on the E side of the valley below Thruscross dam [GF], and 

at Curley Hill, Ilkley, where the insects came down to drink the dew [DM]. These were both new sites. 

1558 WHITE-LETTER HAIRSTREAK Satyrium w-album 

A good year, with Graham Foggitt and Anna Powell finding three new sites. The peak sighting of five 

insects was recorded on 7
th
 July at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits [MBL]. The first was seen on 30

th
 June at the 

same site [DH]. There were several ‘last’ sightings on 8
th
 August, singletons on new sites at Lindley and 

Ilkley golf course [both GF] and two at the Middleton Hospital site [DL]. There were two other new 

locations, one at Burley in the president’s garden [PR], and one at Rougemont Carr [GF]. 

  Martin Greenland, BC’s WH specialist, joined us for the joint Open Day at Sun Lane on 19
th
 July and 

discovered WH eggs on two widely separated elm trees. They are so inconspicuous that this was remarkable! 
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1561 SMALL COPPER Lycaena phlaeas  

A good year, with insects seen in many places.  Observed in many areas of Wharfedale up to Kettlewell 

[DH, DL], and in the Washburn up to Thruscross [DA, JD]. First sighted on 29
th
 May at Barden Scale [KL], 

with eighteen first-generation (May-July) records this year, and a peak number of 3. In the second generation 

the peak number was 8 on 4th September, on Barden Moor [KL]. The last record was on 4
th
 October at 

Kettlewell [DL]. 

1573 NORTHERN BROWN ARGUS Aricia artaxerxes  

Butterfly Conservation continued the transects at Long Ashes and Bastow Wood, and kindly let the WNS see 

the records. Most of our own records therefore came from other sites. The first sighting was on 6
th
 June at 

Bastow Wood [RW] when 14 insects were seen. The last sighting was 24
th
 July when two were seen at Park 

Gill, near Kettlewell [DH].  It was a better year for the butterfly, and there was a peak sighting of 40 at 

Bastow Wood on 8
th
 July [MBL]. Other records came from the Long Ashes transect [GL] and sites near Haw 

Hill Quarry [DH] Kilnsey [EC] and Conistone [MB,EC]. One was seen on Kirk Bank [DH]. 

1574 COMMON BLUE Polyommatus icarus 

More sightings and more sites this year, including several new sites up the dales. There was a record count at 

Duck Street Quarry Greenhow with 1177 butterflies seen on 26th
 
July [MB]. The first sightings were on 3

rd
 

June when 5 were seen at Otley Wetlands NR [NB], and 1 at Sun Lane NR [PR]. The last sighting  was on 

5th October, 3 insects at the Middleton Hospital site [DH].  The insect was seen up Wharfedale, 

Langstrothdale and Littondale, and in the Washburn as far as Thruscross. 196 were seen above Strans Wood 

Langstrothdale on 13
th
 July [MBL], and 100 at Mossdale above Conistone on 11

th
 July [MB]. The most seen 

at Sun Lane NR on 21st August {FD] was 38, and 37 were seen at Ilkley (Middleton Hospital) on 24
th
 June 

[LD]. The very different dates for the peak numbers need explanation.  In the high dales there is one brood a 

year, lower down there are usually two. Sun Lane has had its largest numbers in the second brood, Middleton 

Hospital in the first brood. 

1580 HOLLY BLUE Celastrina argiolus.  

A poor year, with only single insects noted on some 20 sites.  Recorded in 2005 in Addingham, Ilkley, 

Burley, Menston, and Otley. The first sighting was on 10th April in Addingham [DM], the last on 6
th
 

September in two locations near Menston [KL].  

NYMPHALIDAE 

1590 RED ADMIRAL Vanessa atalanta 

 Had a very good year. Insects were seen in both dales, as far as Litton [BT] and Kettlewell [DH] in Upper 

Wharfedale, and up to Thruscross [DA, JD] in Washburndale. Further out there was a strong showing at 

Greenhow [MB]. The first sighting was 31
st
 May at Beamsley Beacon [GF], the last on 21st November near 

Farnley [DA]. The peak count was 30 on 3
rd

 September at Grass Wood [GL], there were two other counts of 

11 in the same area [GL], and all other counts were in single figures. 

1591 PAINTED LADY Vanessa cardui 

A very poor year, with many observers drawing a blank. The first sighting was on 30
th
 May at Grimwith 

[PP], and there was another the following day at Beamsley Beacon [GL]. The last on 28
th
 September in 

Grassington [JR], and there was a Middleton Hospital sighting the day before [LD, DH]. The peak count of 6 

was in Grassington on 19
th
 August. Ilkley and Grassington were the only areas with multiple sightings. 

1593 SMALL TORTOISESHELL Aglais urticae 

Quite a good year, but still much less common than the Peacock. Seen in many places but in small numbers. 

First seen on 19
th
 March at Otley Wetlands [NB], and the last on 27th October at Sun Lane [PR]. The peak 

count was a poor 18 at Duck Street Quarry Greenhow [MB], and the next best was 11 in Grassington on17th 

July [JR]. 

1597 PEACOCK Inachis io 

Going from strength to strength, by some margin our most reported butterfly. 

How times change – back in 1986 and 87 it was scarce. 

In 2005 Insects were seen in Wharfedale and into Littondale, In Washburndale up to Hoodstorth, and on the 

slopes of the surrounding hills. First seen on 1st February flying along the Middleton Wood edge [DH]. The 

last was 27th October at Sun Lane [PR].  Peak counts were much smaller than last year, 31 on 25
th
 April near 
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Lindley Wood reservoir [JD] and 31 on 23
rd

 August at the Middleton site [DH]. Several other observers had 

counts in the 20s. 

1598 COMMA Polygonia c-album 

A good year, but numbers have declined slightly in 2004 and now 2005. 

Sightings in Wharfedale as far as Grass Wood, and in Washburndale as far as Thruscross. The first 

butterflies were singletons seen flying on 19th March in Ilkley (2) [DH] Burley(2) [DA,BS] and at Otley 

Wetlands [NB].  The latest sighting was on 19
th
 October near Swinsty reservoir [PR]. In the Spring the 

largest sightings were of three insects. There was a gap of over a month before the Summer brood, then the 

peak number of 8 was seen at Middleton Hospital Ilkley on 20
th
 and 25

th
 September [DH]. The golden 

hutchinsoni variety was reported several times. 

1607 DARK GREEN FRITILLARY Argynnis aglaja 

 It looks likely that colonies are established in Upper Wharfedale.  The earliest record was on 8
th
 July near 

White Nook bridge which is North of Lower Grass Wood [MBL]. 6
th
 August was the latest when 5 were 

seen at Park Gill near Kettlewell [GL] where over the previous weeks 2 had been seen on each of the 12
th
 

July and 24
th
 July [DH]. There were records of singletons on 17

th
 July  at High Pasture, and  below Swineber 

Scar [GF] and these were repeated on 6
th
 August. Finally, there was a Grass Wood sighting on 20

th
 July [AG] 

and one at Lea Green on12th July [JR]. 

SATYRIDAE 

1614 SPECKLED WOOD Pararge aegeria 

It has been fascinating to watch the spread of this now common 

butterfly, with records in 2005 from Rougemont to Ilkley, then in 

Upper Wharfedale from Grassington to Littondale.  In Washburndale 

sightings extended from Otley to Thruscross. . 

The earliest record was on 8
th
 May in Ben Rhydding [AT], and there 

were three more May records. The latest record was 27
th
 October from 

Sun Lane NR [FD, PR]. The largest number seen in the first half of 

the year was 12 on 27
th
 June at Otley Wetlands NR [PR]. The peak 

number was 25 on the same site on 17
th
 September [FD, PR], closely 

followed by 23 on the Middleton Hospital site on the 12
th
 September 

[LD]. In Upper Wharfedale 5 were seen on several dates in August 

and September in Grass Wood [AG, TV]. The new sites this year are 

too numerous to mention. 

1615 WALL Lasiommata megera 

Over one hundred records for the second year, with four from Upper Wharfedale, one on 12
th
 September 

from a new site at Hawkswick Wood  in Littondale [JR]. Seen in the Grassington area on two sites [JR, GL]. 

Lower down the Wharfe valley seen near Barden, Ilkley, Burley, Menston and Otley. In the Washburn area 

insects were seen near Farnley, Fewston, Lindley, Leathley, Timble, Stainburn Forest , and as far up the 

valley as Thruscross. The first seen were 5 on 17
th
 May at Otley Wetlands NR [PR], the last on 22

nd
 

September near Little Alms Cliff [DH]. The highest count was 50 on 6
th
 September at Stainburn Moor [JD]. 

There were new sites near Barden Bridge [DL] and on Barden Moor [KL]. 

1625 GATEKEEPER Pyronia tithonus 

A similar year to 2004. Seen in Burley, Ilkley, Otley, and several sites in the Washburn area including 

Farnley, Lindley, Stainburn Forest, Timble Ings, near Swinsty and Thruscross. A record from the Trollers 

Ghyll area is the first since 1998. First seen on 2nd July in Ben Rhydding [GP], and last on 2rd September at 

Sun Lane NR [PP]. This colony goes from strength to strength, with a maximum of 69 seen on 5
th
 August 

[FD]. 40 were recorded at Otley Wetlands NR on 8
th
 July and 27

th
July [KL]. There were three records from 

Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits following the appearance there in 2004 [DH]. 

1626 MEADOW BROWN Maniola jurtina  

More sightings once again, with substantial colonies noted throughout the dales. Has continued its spread in 

upper Wharfedale, with several new sites, notably Foxup Gill, Littondale [GL], and above Hubberhome 

[MBL]. First seen, five on 20
th
 June at Otley Wetlands NR [KL, PR]. Last seen, two on 5

th
 October at 
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Thruscross [JD].  The peak sightings were 155 at Duck Street Quarry, Greenhow on 28
th
 July [MB], 100 at 

Otley Wetlands NR on 9
th
 July [KL], and 100 at Sun Lane on 10

th
 July [FD].  There were nine other counts 

of 50 or more including one in Ilkley [DH], one at Lindley [JD], one at Lower Grass Wood [TV] and one at 

Long Ashes [GL] 

1627 SMALL HEATH Coenonympha pamphilus 

A very good year with many sightings and sites. Seen widely in upper Wharfedale including Grassington 

Moor [MB], as far as Buckden Pike [GL]. Down the valley there were records from Grimwith [ES, TV], 

around Barden [KL, DL], Appletreewick, Trollers Ghyll [both AG], Addingham[LR], Beamsley Moor [DL], 

Middleton Moor [DL], Denton Moor[PR], and Otley Chevin [NB, ES].  In the Washburn there were 

sightings near Timble [DA, DH], Stainburn Forest [DH, PR], and  new sites at Lippersley ridge[DL],  Hay 

Slack allotment near Thruscross [KL], and near Greenhow [MB]. The first record was on 6
th
 June on the 

Bastow Wood transect [RW], and the last sighting was on Barden Moor on 4
th
 September [KL]. The peak 

number seen was 150 on a walk from Grassington Moor to Mossdale [MB]. 

1629 RINGLET Aphantopus hyperantus 

A good year with some new sites noted. Seen in Wharfedale from Rougemont [GF] to above Hubberhome 

[MBL] Seen in the Washburn from Otley to Thruscross also at Stainburn Forest and Greenhow [MB], where 

there was the maximum count of 434 on 12
th
 July. Other three figure counts are 175 at Middleton Hospital 

[DH], 115 above Hubberhome [MBL], 100 at Otley Wetlands NR [KL] and three counts of 100 at 

Thruscross [JD]. There were new sites at Strid Woods [JDN], Appletreewick [AG] and Nell Bank, Ilkley 

[DA]. 

  The earliest record was on 22
nd

 June at Otley Wetlands NR [LD], and the last on 20
th
 September at Grass 

Wood [AG]. 

 

In compiling this report I am very grateful for the help of many WNS members, also the Upper Wharfedale 

Field Society, and Butterfly Conservation.  Most of the records have come directly from the observers 

mentioned below, but others have come via Royanne Wilding of the UWFS and Terry Whitaker of Butterfly 

Conservation. I apologise for any errors or omissions. 

 

  Details were received from the following recorders: 

D&J Alred (DA), M Barnham(MB), M Bell(MBL), N&A Bowland(NB), D Brear(DB), R&H Burrow(RB), 

D Carr(DC), T&M Chalmers(TC), JM Clapham(JC), EC Clements(EC), D&J Davitt(DD), J Dean(JD), 

LG Dewdney(LD), J Dixon(JDN), FC Draper(FD), AL Powell & GT Foggitt(GF), A Gill(AGL), 

AM Gramshaw(AG), J&J Horsman(JH), D&R Howson(DH), D&R Jakeways(DJ), L Jones(LJ), 

J Kyriakides(JK), P Lambert(PL), D&M Leather(DL), G Light (GL), K&P Limb(KL), B Mann(BM), 

DH Moore(DM), N Moore(NM) D Morris(DMS), P&J Parkin(PP), G&M Parkinson(GP), J Powell(JP), 

P Purvis(PPS), J Reinsch(JR), A&P Riley(PR), LD Robinson(LR), E Scarfe(ES), Mr Shepherd(S), 

D Smith(DS), B&P Speed(BS), J&D Storey(JS), A&B Thompson(AT), B Turner(BT), T Vittery(TV), 

R Wilding(RW). 

David Howson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Copper 
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MOTHS 

 

There was a particularly cold early spring which resulted in low 

numbers of moths in the traps of those of us either brave enough or 

foolish enough to be running them. 

  Despite all this, the year picked up and there were some very 

interesting finds and population changes. 

  At Beamsley, the year started with an Early Moth on 14
th
 January 

and ended with a Pale Brindled Beauty on the abnormal date of 23
rd

 

December. 

  It is very important to continue monitoring and recording. For 

instance, the Rothamstead Insect Survey has noted a 60% fall in 

numbers since the 1930s. Perhaps we as gardeners are partly to blame, 

with the increasing use of sprays for this and that?  There were no 

records of Garden Tiger or Magpie, those species, previously so 

common, which first ignited one’s interest in childhood. 

   

The species are numbered in the Bradley and Fletcher order. 

 

ZYGAENIDAE 

164 CISTUS FORESTER Adscita geryon 

  Three near Kettlewell on 22
nd

 June (MB) and one at Grassington on 6
th
 June (RW). 

169 SIX SPOT BURNET Zygaena filipendulae 

   Records came from Chevin Walk on 3
rd

 July, Sun Lane with a maximum of seven on 11
th
 July and 

Thruscross Reservoir on 15
th
 August. 

171 NARROW BORDERED FIVE SPOT BURNET Z.lonicerae 

   Reported from Sun Lane Nature Reserve on 8
th
 July. 

 

LASIOCAMPIDAE 

1637 NORTHERN EGGAR Lasiocampa quercus 

   Frequent sightings on the heather/bilberry moors on sunny days. 

1638 FOX MOTH Macrothylacia rubi 

   Three trapped at Beamsley in June. 
 

SATURNIIDAE 

1643 EMPEROR MOTH Pavonia pavonia 

   Regular sightings on the heather moors on sunny days in May and 

June. 
 

THYATIRIDAE 

1652 PEACH BLOSSOM Thyatira batis 

   One at the Otley trap on 9
th
 July and another at the Menston trap on 16

th
 June, and at Burley-in-Wharfedale 

on 18
th
. 

1659 YELLOW HORNED Achyla flavicornis 

   One was trapped at Beamsley on 21
st
 March. 

 

GEOMETRIDAE 

1682 BLOOD-VEIN Timandra comae 

   Recorded on August 16
th
 at both Burley and the Sun Lane NR and again at the latter site on August 30

th
 

(FD, A&PR). See photograph on back cover. 

1723 RED CARPET Xanthorhoe munitata 

   One at the Grassington trap on 22
nd

 June (RW). 

Peach Blossom 

Emperor Moth 
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1737 SMALL ARGENT and SABLE Epirrhoe tristata 

   One on the moors near Grassington on 11
th
 July. 

1744 GREY MOUNTAIN CARPET Entephria caesiata 

One at the Grassington trap on 3
rd

 September and another at Conistone Mossdale in June. 

1752 PURPLE BAR Cosmorrhoe ocellata 

   One at the Beamsley trap on 23
rd

 July. 

1760 RED-GREEN CARPET Chloroclysta siterata 

   Four trapped at Woodhill between 4
th
 and 30

th
 October. 

1767 PINE CARPET Thera firmata 

   One in the Grassington trap on 10
th
 October and singles on 5

th
 September and 7

th
 October in the Burley 

trap. 

1769 SPRUCE CARPET T.  britannica 

   Six reported from the Burley trap between 7
th
 September and 10

th
 October, with four at Grassington on 7th. 

1771 JUNIPER CARPET  T. juniperata 

   Singles on 26
th
 and 30

th
 October at Burley 

1775 MOTTLED GREY Colostygia multistregata 

   37 at the Beamsley trap 27
th
 March to 3

rd
 April. 

1778 MAY HIGHFLYER Hydriomena impluviata 

   One at Beamsley on 29
th
 May. 

1804 BARRED RIVULET Perizoma bifaciata 

   One caught at light on 16 August on Sun Lane Nature Reserve. A new species for the Wharfdale N.H.S 

area (A&PR). 

 

The pugs are a difficult group. Those from Beamsley are sent to Rothamstead for identification by A Riley, 

author of “British and Irish Pug Moths”. 

1816 TOADFLAX PUG  Eupithecia linareata 

   One on 26
th
 July at Burley. 

1817 FOXGLOVE PUG  E. pulchellata 

   Four at Burley from 19
th
 June to 11

th
 July and four at Beamsley 26

th
 to 29

th
 July. 

1819 MOTTLED PUG  E. exiguata 

   Five at Menston from 25
th
 May to 18

th
 June. Ten at Burley from 23

rd
 May to 2

nd
 June. 

1825 LIME SPECK PUG  E. centaureata 

   One at Beamsley trap on 21
st
 August. 

1827 FREYERS PUG  E. intricate s. sp. millieraria:  Edinburgh Pug 

   Seven at Beamsley and seven at Burley between 18
th
 and 23

rd
 June. 

1830 WORMWOOD PUG  E. absinthiata 

   Three at Menston between 15
th
 and 17

th
 June and one at Burley on 18

th
. 

1831 LING PUG  E. goossensiata 

   Five at Beamsley between 24
th
 July and 10

th
 August. 

1832 CURRANT PUG  E. assimilata 

   One at Burley on 16
th
 July. 

1835 WHITE SPOTTED PUG  E. tripunctaria 

   Singles at Menston on 22
nd

 June and at Burley on 30
th
 August. 

1837 GREY PUG  E. subfuscata 

   Singles at Beamsley on 26
th
 May, Menston on 16

th
 June and Burley on 28

th
 June. 

1838 TAWNY SPECKLED PUG  E. icterata 

   A single at the Menston trap on 21
st
 August was the only record. 

1839 BORDERED PUG  E. succenturiata 

   One at the Menston trap on 16
th
 July. 

1844 OCHRACEOUS PUG  E. indigata 

   One at the Burley trap on 26
th
 May 
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1846 NARROW WINGED PUG  E. nanata 

   Two at the Burley trap between 21
st
 and 27

th
 June and two at Beamsley between 9

th
 July and 9

th
 August. 

1851 GOLDEN ROD PUG  E. virgaureata 

   Recorded at Burley, Beamsley and Menston between 5
th
 June and 9

th
 August. 

1852 BRINDLED PUG  E. abbreviata 

   One at Burley on 1
st
 May. 

1856 LARCH PUG  E. lariciata 

   Recorded at Burley from 9
th
 to 16

th
 June and at Beamsley on 3

rd
 August. 

1858 V PUG  Chloroclystis-v-ata 

   Recorded at Beamsley, Menston, Otley and Sun Lane from 9
th
 to 14

th
 July. 

1859 SLOE PUG  C. chloerata 

   One at Burley on 19
th
 June. 

1860 GREEN PUG  C. rectangulata 

   Recorded from both Burley and Menston between 15
th
 June and 17

th
 July. 

1862 DOUBLE STRIPED PUG Gymnoscelis rufifasciata 

   Five at Menston from 13
th
 to 23

rd
 July. Five at Burley between 16

th
 July and 30

th
 August. One at Beamsley 

on 25
th
 July and one at Sun Lane on 5

th
 September. 

1870 CHIMNEY SWEEPER  Odezia atrata 

   Only frequent in the traditional hay-meadows in the upper dale. 

1883 YELLOW-BARRED BRINDLE  Acasis viretata 

   One at the Burley trap on 6
th
 August is a very good record. 

1904 SCORCHED WING Plagodis dolabraria 

   One at the Burley trap on 9
th
 June. 

1909 SPECKLED YELLOW Pseudopanthera macularia 

   All records, as always, are from Grass Wood. 

1926 PALE BRINDLED BEAUTY Apocheima pilosaria 

   The last moth of the year at Beamsley. An unusual date for this species: 23
rd

 December. 

1931 PEPPERED MOTH Biston betularia 

   It appears that the melanic form is becoming much less frequent. Some figures to support this would be 

useful. 

1960 EARLY MOTH Theria primaria 

   Living up to its name, the first appeared on 14
th
 January. 

1969 GREY SCALLOPED BAR Dyscia fagaria 

   One at the Beamsley trap on 14
th
 June. 

 

SPHINGIDAE 

1979 LIME HAWK MOTH Mimas tiliae 

   Two trapped at Menston on 25
th
 May 

1984 HUMMING BIRD HAWK MOTH Macroglossum stellatarum 

   Singles recorded in an Addingham garden on 9
th
 July, and a Menston garden on 2

nd
 August and again on 

12
th
 September. 

1992 SMALL ELEPHANT HAWK MOTH Deilephila porcellus 

   Singles at Burley on 16
th
 June and 16

th
 July; also Menston on 28

th
 June and Duck Street Quarry on 6

th
 July 

(two) and 22
nd

 June. 

A good year for this species countrywide. 

 

ARCTIDAE 

2038 MUSLIN FOOTMAN Nudaria mundane 

   132 taken at the Beamsley trap between 23
rd

 June and 2
nd

 August. 

2050 COMMON FOOTMAN Eilema lurideola 

   559 trapped at Beamsley between 27
th
 June and 5

th
 September. 
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2056 WOOD TIGER Parasemia plantaginis 

   Seven were seen on Conistone Moor in June. (MB GTF ALP) 
 

NOLIDAE 

2077 SHORT CLOAKED Nola cucullatella 

   276 trapped at Beamsley between 27
th
 July and 15

th
 August. 

 

NOCTUIDAE 

2092 SHUTTLE SHAPED DART Agrotis puta 

   Dates ranged between 18
th
 May and 5

th
 September- reported from Beamsley. Burley, Menston and Otley. 

2110 BROAD BORDERED YELLOW UNDERWING Noctua fimbriata 

   Three reported from Menston and eight from Beamsley. 

2176 ANTLER Cerapteryx graminis 

   A year of great abundance on the Wharfedale moors. 

2178 FEATHERED GOTHIC Thera decimalis 

   Appeared at the Beamsley trap with one on 27
th
 July and four on 29

th
 August. 

2182 SMALL QUAKER Orthosia cruda 

   20 trapped at Beamsley between 11
th
 March and 12

th
 April. 

2189 TWIN SPOT QUAKER O. munda 

   Three trapped at Beamsley 18
th
 to 22

nd
 March. 

2205 SHOULDER STRIPED WAINSCOT Mythimna comma 

   Two trapped at Beamsley – 1
st
 and 13

th
 July. 

2233 GOLDEN-ROD BRINDLE Lithomoia solidaginis 

   One at Duck Street Quarry on 27
th
 August. 

2243 EARLY GREY Xylocampa areola 

   Singles at Grassington on 10
th
 and at Menston on 24

th
 April. 

2284 GREY DAGGER Acronicter psi. 

   One identified as a larva in a Ben Rhydding garden on 18
th
 September. 

2341 CLOAKEDMINOR Mesoligia furuncula 

   Two in the Beamsley trap on 31
st
 August. 

2350 SMALL WAINSCOT Photodes pygmina 

   Four recorded at Beamsley 5
th
 –21

st
 September. 

 2367 HAWORTH’S MINOR Celaena haworthii 

   One at Duck Street Quarry on 27
th
 August  

2394 ANOMALOUS Stilbia anomala 

   One trapped in Duck Street Quarry on 27
th
 August and another at Beamsley on 30

th
 August. 

2439/2440 GOLD SPOT/LEMPKE’S GOLD SPOT Plusia fecutae/putnami 

   Difficult to separate except by dissection. Probably all records are “putnami”. Reported from Grassington, 

Menston and Beamsley. 

2441 SILVER Y Autographa gamma 

   An average year for this immigrant. The last record was on the late date of 14
th
 November at Beamsley. 

2447 SCARCE SILVER Y Syngrapha interrogationis 

   Five trapped at Beamsley in August. 

2452 RED UNDERWING Catacola nupta 

   One found floating in a water butt in Burley on 5
th
 October (PQ). 

2474 STRAWDOT Rivula sericealis 

  Reported widely, and perhaps the event of the year. 

At Beamsley this species was recorded from 16
th
 July to 27

th
 July (four), and again 26

th
 August to 12

th
 

September (eleven), indicative of local breeding. Similarly it was recorded at Grassington - one on 21
st
 July 

and two on 25
th
; at Menston one on 30

th
 August; at Otley three on 6

th
 September; at Sun Lane singles on 30

th
 

August, 5
th
 September and 8

th
 September; and from Burley on 19

th
 June, 30

th
 August and 7

th
 September (all 

singles). 
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Contributors 

The following kindly submitted records which will all be kept on file. There does seem to be a broad 

coverage of the WNS area. 

M Atkinson, M Barnham (Duck Street Quarry), J Clapham (Menston trap), J Dixon, F Draper, G Foggitt 

(Beamsley trap), A Gramshaw, D Howson, P Quin, P Riley (Burley-in-Wharfedale, Sun Lane, Otley 

Wetlands NR traps), D L Robinson, E Scarfe, J Storey, R Wilding (Grassington trap), A Wilson (Otley trap). 

 

My apologies for any errors and omissions. 

Graham Foggitt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES 
 

ORDER ODONATA 

 

Sightings in species order as follows: 

 

LARGE RED DAMSELFLY Pyrrhosoma nymphula 

Recorded between 2
nd

 May and 18
th
 August at Otley 

Wetlands (OWNR), Burley Woodhead, Sun Lane, some 

Burley gardens, Nell Bank, Upper Tarn Ilkley, Shooters 

Hill Askwith, Timble, Heyslack, Lindley and Greenhow. 

BLUE-TAILED DAMSELFLY Ischnura elegans. 

Recorded between 15
th
 May and 29

th
 August. Sites 

include OWNR, Otley Chevin, Denton Park, Ben 

Rhydding Gravel Pits (BRGP) and Burley sites. Numbers 

range from 1 to 12, but on 26
th
 July at OWNR ‘lots’ 

reported. 

AZURE DAMSELFLY Coenagrion puella 

Recorded between 10
th
 May and 15

th
 August. Sites 

include OWNR, Burley Woodhead, Sun Lane, BRGP, Nell Bank, Farnley lake, Timble and Greenhow, 

including 18
th
 June OWNR 100, 19

th
 June Timble pond 30. 

COMMON BLUE DAMSELFLY Enallagma cyathigerum 

Recorded between 30
th
 May and 30

th
 August. Sites include OWNR, Gallows Hill, usual Burley sites, 

Denton Park Lake, Farnley Lake, Timble and Slade House. Notable were 23
rd

 June Sun Lane ‘many’, 18
th

 

August Denton Park Lake 30+, 18
th
 August Low Dam 50+, 30

th
 August Farnley Lake 20. 

 

Blue-tailed Damselfly 

Six-spot Burnet 
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EMERALD DAMSELFLY Lestes sponsa 

Recorded 27
th
 June and 2

nd
 September. Site include OWNR, Timble, Heyslack, Low Dam, Slade House, 

Shooters Hill, Sun Lane and Greenhow, including 8
th
 July OWNR 28 and 6

th
 August Low Dam 100+. Low 

Dam population much reduced compared with some years ago; considered to be due to drainage work a 

few years ago affecting the species feeding area and consequently reduction in available prey. 

BANDED DEMOISELLE Calopterix splendens 

Recorded between 8
th
 June and 15

th
 August, beside the River Wharfe, OWNR and BRGP, maximum 12 

OWNR 27
th
 June. 

BROWN HAWKER Aeshna grandis 

Recorded between 27
th
 June and 22

nd
 September. Sites include OWNR, BRGP, Sun Lane, Farnley lake, 

Denton Park Lake, Timble, Otley Chevin and Gallows Hill, including 8
th
 August OWNR 60 and 30

th
 

August Farnley lake 12. 

COMMON HAWKER Aeshna juncea 

Recorded between 27
th
 June and 22

nd
 September. Sites include OWNR, BRGP, Sun Lane, Farnley lake, 

Denton Park Lake, Timble, Otley Chevin and Gallows Hill, including 8
th
 August OWNR 60 and 30

th
 

August Farnley Lake 12. 

SOUTHERN HAWKER Aeshna cyanea 

Recorded between 27
th
 June and 2

nd
 September. Sites include OWNR, Timble Ings, Farnley lake, 

Heyslack, Upper Tarn Ilkley, Burley sites, Grass Wood and Stainburn Moor, including 8
th
 August 

Greenhow 8 and Slade House 7, 30
th
 August Timble Ings 11 and 2

nd
 September a Burley pond 6. 

SOUTHERN HAWKER Aeshna cyanea 

Recorded between 8
th
 July and 22

nd
 September. Sites included OWNR, Farnley, Timble, Lindley, Nell 

Bank, Middleton Hospital Site, Bleach Mill Menston and various Ilkley and Burley sites including 15
th
 

august Timble Ings 4, 22
nd

 September OWNR 15. During the period 13
th
 July to 7

th
 September 16 emerged 

from garden pools at Roseville, Burley, but no Common Hawkers this year despite Common Hawker 

being the usual hawker to emerge here in previous years. A few instances reported of females ovipositing 

into moss surrounding ponds. 

MIGRANT HAWKER Aeshna mixta 

Recorded between 8
th
 July and 22

nd
 September. Sites included OWNR, Farnley Lake, Sun Lane and 

gardens in Burley, including 29
th
 August OWNR 20 and 30

th
 August Farnley lake 4. 

COMMON DARTER Sympetrum striolatum 

Recorded between 8
th
 July and 25 October. All usual sites but also Heyslack, Upper Tarn Ilkley, Otley 

Chevin, Denton Park Lake and Farnley Lake. Of note were 18
th
 August Denton Park 30+, 18

th
 August Low 

Dam 30+, 29
th
 August OWNR 100+ and 30

th
 August Farnley Lake 20. 

BLACK DARTER Sympetrum danae 

Recorded between 1
st
 August and 22

nd
 September. Sites included OWNR, Low Dam, Timble Ings, Upper 

Tarn Ilkley, Lower Barden Reservoir, Slade House and Greenhow. Numbers mainly 1 to 4, but 1
st
 

September Low Dam 10+ However, for Low Dam this is a very low number, considered to be due to 

drainage work in the area a few years ago, affecting the species feeding area and its potential prey output. 

RUDDY DARTER Sympetrum sanguineum 

Recorded between 8
th
 July and 30

th
 August. All records from OWNR where 5 present on 15

th
 August. 

BLACK-TAILED SKIMMER Orthetrum cancellatum 

Recorded between 20
th
 June and 3

rd
 August. 3 sites only, 2

nd
 July Shooters Hill Pond Askwith 2, 3

rd
 August 

Otley Chevin 1, otherwise all OWNR where maximum was 5 on 27
th
 June. Mating and ovipositing seen at 

OWNR. 

GOLDEN-RINGED DRAGONFLY Cordulegaster boltonii 

Recorded between 27
th
 June and 20

th
 July. All records at Timble Ings including 12 on 11

th
 July. 

EMPEROR Anax imperator 

Recorded between 27
th
 June and 23

rd
 July. Two sites only, OWNR and Timble Ings Pond. OWNR records 

of one male only between 27
th
 June and 23

rd
 July. At Timble records were 12

th
 July 4 males and 1 

ovipositing female, and 16
th
 July 6 male and 2 ovipositing females. 
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FOUR SPOTTED CHASER Libellula quadrimaculata 

Recorded from 31
st
 May to 18

th
 August at OWNR, Burley Woodhead, Farnley Lake, Low Dam, Timble Ings, 

Sun Lane and Valley of Desolation. Numbers included 27
th
 June OWNR 40, 2

nd
 August Farnley Lake 20+. 

BROAD-BODIED CHASER Libellula depressa 

Recorded between 20
th
 June and 16

th
 July. 4 records only beginning with 20

th
 June OWNR 1 male and 

Valley of Desolation 1 male, 27
th
 June OWNR 1 male and 16

th
 July Timble Ings 1 female. 

 

Of particular interest in 2005 have been the following: 

1. Black-tailed Skimmer Mating and ovipositing recorded at OWNR. 

2. Broad-bodied Chaser Again a few records of a species ‘passing through’. 

3. Emperor Dragonfly In previous years 3 males together at OWNR was a highlight, eclipsed this 

year by 6 males and 2 ovipositing females at Timble Ings Pond which raises expectations for future 

years. 

The following provided records: D&J Alred, W&A Bowland, L G Dewdney, F C Draper, C Hartley, D&R 

Howson, R&D Jakeways, D&M Leather, K&P Limb, P&B Murphy, A&P Riley, and E Scarfe. 

David Alred 

 

 

BEETLES 
 

When I was appointed as beetle recorder for the Society at the 

beginning of 2005, I soon recognised that records of this 

interesting group would be fairly scant. This is largely a 

consequence of the limited accessibility of beetle field guides, 

combined with the daunting task of putting a name on any of 

the 4,000 (ca.) species occurring in Britain. Nonetheless, I am 

fairly confident that we can generate many more records, 

primarily through steering the focus towards species that are 

more accessible to the amateur naturalist. 

  Of the records I have so far received, it is apparent that 

certain groups generate far more interest than others. Take for 

example, the ‘Chafers’. These are large beetles (mostly 

upward of 14 mm) that feed on roots as larvae, and as adults, 

may be found either flying to light in the evenings (e.g. the 

‘May Bug’), or on flowers or fruit during the day (e.g. the 

‘Rose chafer’). The rose chafer deserves particular mention 

given its unmistakeable splendour. On emergence from the 

pupae in late spring/summer, the adult searches out good 

sources of high-energy food such as pollen, nectar and fruit. Orchards, on apple blossom and gardens, 

amongst rose beds would be good places to focus your search for this species. This brightly coloured beetle 

is often a metallic green, but some forms may appear more golden in colour. It can be discovered simply 

resting on flowers in the warmth of the late afternoon. Although typically confined to the south of England, 

this species has been recorded as far north as southern Scotland. 

  Another member of this family – the ‘May Bug’ or Cockchafer’ has been recorded on several occasions in 

May and June. The species was mostly found at light, in Ilkley (G. Hamflett), and Burley, and showed a 

particular fondness to Anne Riley’s moth trap. The ‘May Bug’ is very large, attaining a length in excess of 

20mm. This species tends to fluctuate in abundance, with potentially large numbers emerging all at once. 

The larvae develop in sandy soils, feeding on roots, and upon emergence after 3 – 4 years, the adults seek 

woodland to feed off the foliage. 

  Another group of related species encountered on several occasions were the impressive ‘Burying Beetles’. 

These get their name from their habit of burying carrion, in which the female lays her eggs.  Several 

Cockchafer or ‘May Bug’ 
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‘Burying Beetles’ are very similar in appearance, presenting potential difficulties in identification for the 

untrained eye. Size is generally not a good separator of the species, since there is great variability amongst 

individuals that may range from 10 – 30 mm. Features to look out for in the three most common species are 

as follows: 

1 Necrophorus humator – entirely black (this species turned up at Anne’s moth trap). 

2 Necrophorus vespilloides – wing cases with transverse yellow / red markings AND club of antennae 

entirely black. 

3 Necrophorus vespillo – wing cases with transverse yellow / red markings and antennae black, BUT 

club of antennae with last three segments yellow / red in colour (discovered in garage in Embsay 

(G. Cundall)). Note, a number of other species are very similar to N. vespillo, but have a more 

restricted distribution. 
 

So what is the best approach for discovering the beetles of Wharfedale? Well, quite simply, one need only 

step out into the back garden to find a diverse array of beetles, and potentially uncover that unexpected 

rarity! A great deal of success can be obtained armed with a jar or tube in which to place the animal for 

closer inspection. Look under wood and stones, amongst bark and leaf litter, or pay closer attention to the 

flowers and foliage of species such as hogweed, rose, hawthorn and nettle (to name but a few). For a real 

challenge, why not turn over the odd cow pat to discover a ‘mini-ecosystem’ packed with all types of beetle 

from the dung feeders and predatory beetles, right through to fungus feeding and parasitic beetles. 

 

  No doubt there will be difficulties in putting a name to most of the beetles you encounter. However, here 

are some of the more accessible guides from a rapidly expanding literature base to help you along the way: 

1 Chinery, M. (1993) Collins Field Guide: Insects of Britain & Northern Europe (3
rd

 edition). 

HarperCollins, London. ISBN: 0 00 219918 1 (currently under revision) 

2 Cooter, J. (1991) A Coleopterist’s Handbook. The Amateur Entomologists’ Society, Middlesex. 

ISBN: 0 900054 53 0 

3 Forsythe, T. G. (2000) Ground Beetles – Naturalists’ Handbooks 8 (2
nd

 Edition). The Richmond 

Publishing Co., Slough. ISBN: 0 85546 263 9 

4 Harde, K. W. (1998) A field guide in colour to Beetles. Blitz Editions, Leicester. ISBN: 1 85605 448 

9 (An excellent, affordable ‘picture-guide’ covering all the British beetle families, but be aware, only 

a cross-section of species from each family are illustrated). 

5 Jessop, L (1986) Dung Beetles and Chafers. Coleoptera: Scarabaeoidea. Handbooks for the 

Identification of British Insects, Vol. 5, Part 11. Royal Entomological Society. ISBN: 0 901546 66 6 

6 Majerus, M. and Kearns, P. (1989) Ladybirds – Naturalists’ Handbooks 16. The Richmond 

Publishing Co., Slough. ISBN: 0 85546 267 1 

7 Morris, M. G. (1991) Weevils – Naturalists’ Handbooks 10. The Richmond Publishing Co., Slough. 

ISBN: 0 85546 281 7 

8 Skidmore, P. (1991) Insects of the British Cow-Dung Community. Field Studies Council. ISBN: 1 

85153 821 6 

9 Unwin, D. M. (1988) A key to the Families of British Beetles. Field Studies Council. ISBN: 1 85153 
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  Another source of information for the latest conservation activities relating to beetles (and other insects) is 

the Buglife website - http://www.buglife.org.uk/ For example, get involved in the hunt for the nationally 

scarce ‘Scarlet Malachite beetle’, or the survey of the recently introduced ‘harlequin ladybird’ – the most 

invasive ladybird on earth!  

  Of course, I am only too happy to help confirm any beetles that you have difficulties with in identifying. 

Just pop the beetle into alcohol or boiling water (this is humane and easy to do) and send the specimen to 

Gordon Haycock or myself at the following addresses: 

1 Jim Fairclough - 44 East View, Kippax, Leeds LS25 7HB 

2 Gordon Haycock – 15 Chevin Side, Otley LS21 3JJ 

Jim Fairclough 
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LADYBIRDS 

 

7 SPOT  LADYBIRD Coccinella 7-punctata. 

  Very common in WNS area, most seen 53 near Farnley Lake. 

EYED  LADYBIRD Anatis ocelata. 

  Only 1 record October in Ilkley. 

CREAM SPOT LADYBIRD Calvia 14-gutata. 

  4 sightings from Menston, Burley and OWNR. 

2 SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia  2 -punctata. 

  Another very common Ladybird widely reported in most of WNS area, with a few melanic seen. 

ADONIS LADYBIRD Adonia  variegata. 

  One seen in August OWNR. 

14 SPOT LADYBIRD Propylea  14-punctata. 

  Only 2 seen this year at Burley and Middleton. 

16 SPOT LADYBIRD Micraspis  16-punctata. 

  A new species found in Burley garden. 

ORANGE LADYBIRD Halyzia16- gutata. 

  More sightings this year from Burley, Ben Rhydding and Sun Lane. They seem to be attracted to UV moth 

traps. 

LARCH LADYBIRD Aphidecta  obliterata. 

  One found on post near Farnley Lake. 

KIDNEY SPOT LADYBIRD Chilocorus  2-pustulata 

  Noted twice at OWNR. 

PINE LADYBIRD Exochromus 4-pustulatus. 

  All sightings from Farnley Lake, best count over 300 in late Oct. 

 

CONTRIBUTORS: N&A Bowland, FC Draper, D&R Howson, K Newton, PC Quinn and A Riley. Thanks 

for your efforts, a few more records this year please. 

Nevil Bowland 

 

 

 

 

 

ORNITHOLOGY 
 

 

 

THE BIRDING YEAR   Since 1988 our winter weather has been 

dominated by increasingly strong and frequent westerlies, leading 

to significantly warmer periods.  2005 was no exception with 

January the warmest since 1990.  This coupled with a number of 

natural features meant the year started with significantly fewer than 

usual birds in our gardens.  These natural factors, as a result of the 

weather in 2004, included un-harvested rape and barley crops after 

the wet 2004 summer, the highest yield of berries since 2000 and 

the most prolific conifer seed crop since 1995.  These same factors 

meant there were good stocks of small mammals to support the owl 

breeding season. 

  In the wild, we saw a big influx of winter thrushes in the last days 

of 2004 with a reversal of the situation that autumn with a lot more 
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redwings than fieldfare, but brambling, siskin and crossbill remained very scarce throughout the winter.  The 

first harbinger of spring came with the sighting of an oystercatcher on the 30
th
 January.  The waxwings 

involved in the record invasion in the autumn of 2004 had moved onto other areas by the turn of the year, 

having stripped all our ornamental trees, and there were few local sightings.  The only garden record was 

above Otley in mid-January; as the year wore on most of the reports were from southern counties, although a 

flock of 50 was recorded just to the south of our area as late as April. 

  The mild winter came to an abrupt end in February with 3 weeks of Siberian winds (from the 20
th
) bringing 

snow showers and cold and windy weather, which led the BTO to make comparisons nationally with 

February 1991 and January 1987, but not with the more severe conditions in February 1986 which caused 

severe losses of national resident populations of bearded tit and wintering warblers.  As it was, bird tables 

enjoyed a resurgence of birding interest but there were national records of overnight losses of wrens and 

great tits roosting in nest boxes. 

  Spring started in the second half of March with southerly winds bringing high temperatures – and returning 

spring migrants, not to mention the odd national rarity blown off course.  Arrival and departure dates are 

given in Annex A.  The first sand martin was recorded on the 17
th
 which was fairly typical, but swallows, 

usually not recorded until early April, had another early year (24
th 

March) as in 2004.  However, these 

proved to be the exceptions and both species were only seen in ones and twos until the middle of April, 

apparently with the bulk held up by dense cloud and rain over France and the Pyrenees and persistent 

northerly winds over the UK.  The exception to these hold-ups seemed to be chiffchaffs, which were being 

widely reported from the 21
st
.  This is always an exciting time for birders waiting for first sightings, but also 

a slightly anxious one if species fail to turn up at favoured haunts.  People’s fears for the collapsing 

population of local ring ouzels proved well founded with two members of BOG finding only two, and 

possibly three, birds on a long circum-navigation of Rombalds Moor, and these did not appear to stay long.  

Two other moorland birds apparently in short supply were the cuckoo and the whinchat, both of which 

seemed much more difficult to find on Ilkley Moor than would have been the case in quite recent years.  

Another species which breeds regularly on the moor is the golden plover.  Although very large numbers were 

reported in the late spring – with up to 8,000 in the fields near Sandwith Moor in late March – there seemed 

to be a serious shortage of breeding birds this year and whilst there was the odd breeding record from the 

surrounding moors the number of breeding birds reported seemed quite small. 

  Our woodland habitat is causing growing concern.  In 2004 the BTO reported that many of our woodland 

birds have suffered catastrophic declines over the past thirty years including spotted flycatcher (85%), lesser 

spotted woodpecker and lesser whitethroat (80%), tree pipit (75%) and marsh tit (70%).  BTO started a two 

year study this year to monitor scarce woodland birds and several of our members took part.  The start of this 

study coincided with some local observations from members that our woods seemed very quiet this year.  

Strid Woods, usually a delight in the spring, was decidedly patchy, whilst a member reported being 

somewhat embarrassed at his meagre total of sightings in Middleton Woods when he made his return to the 

BTO.  Symptomatic of this decline was the disastrous situation this year for one of our most treasured local 

visitors, the wood warbler. 

  Recent reviews have reported a catastrophic decline in this species at Strid Woods, one of their strongholds: 

in 2004 there were six singing males, down from ten in 2003, and a conservative seventeen in 2002.  This 

year only three were reported singing.  This situation was mirrored elsewhere in the region.  A small group 

of three is hanging on in Hebers Ghyll, but Washburn’s revival last year seemed stillborn this year with none 

reported from Hanging or Folly Hall Woods and only two singing in Dob Park Wood.  Further afield, none 

were reported in Grass Wood, the first time during six years of visits, or from Clapham Woods or the 

Ingelton waterfalls walk.  The Bird Watching magazine reported an almost universally depressing national 

picture with the only exception being a healthy breeding population on Exmoor! 

  As usual, there were ups and downs during the breeding season.  The most successful breeding species this 

year were those whose diets include small mammals (especially field mice and rats), which survived in large 

numbers because of the autumn bounty of natural foods.  Local owls did especially well.  After a 

catastrophic season in 2004 with Pete Roe, a local ringer, only ringing one nest of three tawny owls in Mid-

Wharfedale, he was kept very busy this year with seventeen young ringed in ten nests.  There was also a 
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good season for long-eared owls, where our knowledge of the situation owes a lot to efforts spear-headed by 

one local BOG birder, Andy Jowett.  We now know that twelve pairs of long-eared owls raised 25 young in 

mid-Wharfedale (with three of these pairs being slightly outside the WNS recording area).  Andy also 

organised a variety of nest boxes conventional and unconventional.  Whilst barn owl nest boxes were of 

conventional design, several families of long-eared owls were very taken by the hanging baskets he 

provided!  Buzzards also had a good season in mid-Wharfedale and the number of nests continues to 

increase: seven young were ringed in four nests, with two further nests in the area not located (up from last 

year’s three nests and one not located).  Later breeding species did less well. 

  Late frosts, in May, in many parts of the country scorched blossom and destroyed aerial and invertebrate 

food supplies with defoliating caterpillars, the staple food for blue tits, in especially limited supply.  In our 

Ilkley weather station we did not record actual frosts but had quite a lot of cold nights during May.  On the 

9
th
, 10

th
, 12

th
, 15

th
 and 17

th
 the temperature fell to between 2.0 and 3.5 °C, cold enough to cause damage to 

local blossom, which was to lead to reduced autumn yields.  There were undoubtedly lower brood sizes this 

year amongst the large numbers of tits and swallows whose young were ringed, often in nest boxes.  The 

numbers of fledged tits/nest were down from 6.5 to 5.9 (blue tits) and 5.9 to 4.7 (great tits) compared with 

two years ago, whilst fledged swallows/nest fell from 4.6 to 3.1.  In all these cases there were a number of 

nests with deserted eggs or predated young – as well as the occasional nest with dead young. 

  The summer visitors are on the way back to their African wintering grounds all too soon and the BOG web 

site is always interesting to study at this time of year for the VisMig (Visual Migration) records, especially 

from the moors and reservoirs around Howarth, and the numbers counted are quite staggering.  First away 

are the swifts with a peak count of almost 1,500 through Thornton Moor reservoir on 2
nd

 July.  The season 

extends for some weeks and a later notable count from the same location was 1,300 swallows on the 4
th
 

September. 

  The migration of meadow pipits starts to build up from the middle of September and numbers are colossal, 

with large counts including over 1,000 on 21
st
 September, 2,000 on the 25

th
 and nearly 1,900 on the 2

nd
 

October with numbers only starting to tail off significantly from the middle of October.  Passage waders had 

a rather subdued autumn, apart from a ‘purple’ patch at Otley between 21
st
 and 25

th
 August with whimbrel, 

ringed plovers and dunlin.  Thornton Moor also provides early warning of the arrival of winter visitors and 

small numbers of redwing were reported from there on 7
th
 October which turned into a flood a week later.  

The last eagerly-awaited visitors are the waxwings.  Numbers appear massively down on last year and there 

have been few sightings, with berry crops significantly down on last year.  The first sighting was in a Burley 

garden on 21
st
 November.  Their stay in central Ilkley, from 29

th
 November, proved to be brief and this 

year’s flock has preferred to take up residence around the Burley bypass.  However, there were good influxes 

of a number of species.  Blackbirds were everywhere, and no doubt partly responsible for the shortage of 

berries. 

  There was an influx of crossbills in late summer and of woodcock in the autumn (with an unusually large 

number of twelve sightings since the end of October), but none of the hawfinches which arrived on the East 

coast in the autumn have reached our area yet!  The numbers of wintering wildfowl have generally been 

limited so far, especially of goldeneye.  On the other hand, with the shortages of berries, and also of beech 

mast, it promises to be a good winter for garden birds.  Most of my birding at the end of the year was helping 

out on a BTO survey in Upper Wharfedale and it was interesting what a high proportion of the small birds 

had been attracted into the villages by the prospect of bird feeders and garden berries leaving the countryside 

rather denuded. 

 

 

2005 FACTS AND FIGURES   For those who like records, the Society (and this recorder) had another busy 

year with 8,123 sighting records including 2,426 from north of Barden Bridge.  These represent increases of 

12 % and 170 % respectively on last year.  The species and numbers of sightings reported are summarised 

below (with equivalent figures for 2004 in brackets).  For each region, north and south, figures are also given 

for three or four areas within those regions: 
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 Species recorded Sightings 

South of Barden Bridge 155 (162) 5,697 (6,351) 

     Washburn 131 (132) 1,559 (1,269) 

     Otley Wetland 111 (113) 889 (1,630) 

     Bolton Abbey Estate 100 (97) 803 (1,049) 

North of Barden Bridge 121 (104) 2426 (897) 

     Grimwith Reservoir 92 (58) 833 (169) 

     Grassington area 101 (58) 577 (145) 

     Littondale 70 (57) 283 (185) 

     Upper Wharfedale  60 (?) 181 (?) 

TOTAL 158 (163) 8,123 (7,247) 

 

The number of species seen was 158 (plus one exotic) slightly down on last year (163 plus four possible 

escapees and two exotics).  There were three new species added to the WNS list: a black kite at Barden, 

yellow-legged gulls at Grimwith and Otley, and a juvenile Caspian Gull at Otley.  The last two species were 

originally races of herring gull, the first from the Mediterranean area and the second from around the 

Caspian Sea.  Both these races have been widely accepted around the World for some time as separate 

species, although in the UK the BOU continues to take a more conservative (but sensible) position.  It 

regards the classification of gulls as having been unsatisfactory for a long time and is looking to DNA 

research to allow a more scientific-based structure to be developed.  The yellow-legged gull was accepted by 

them as a separate species in October 2005: the Caspian gull classification is still awaiting the results of 

ongoing research.  There were several unusual sightings.  The most unusual sighting, still surrounded by 

some mystery, was an apparent report of a Dartford warbler on Ilkley Moor(?) in June, which was only the 

second sighting in the area (the previous being in 1989).  It was not registered by any of the local birding 

organisations but appeared in the August edition of Bird Watching.  Three weeks after the black kite 

sighting, and also from Barden on the 9
th
 July, there was a rare visit by a montagu’s harrier, only the 3

rd
 

recording in the area in the last twenty years.  There was also a welcome return of the quail, heard at Sun 

Lane late at night in mid-June by the President on a moth-catching foray.  This secretive species has only 

been seen once in the area (in 1999), heard in two previous years and with a rare record of a nest being found 

in 1947.  The other unusual sighting was of a ruddy shelduck present on Grimwith during July, and only 

recorded once before in 1974.  There are always major doubts about whether any sightings of this species are 

of wild birds, but this does seem to be one of a number of feral birds which appeared from the continent 

during the summer.  The situation on rare local birds was slightly better than last year with an increase in 

sightings of lesser-spotted woodpeckers, and welcome sightings of marsh tits at three sites in southern 

Wharfedale (compared with none last year); it was also encouraging to get a willow tit sighting from a 

second site in the Washburn.  It was not a good year for whitethroats: sightings of the ‘common’ were down 

on last year’s high number, although it is encouraging that the number of locations is remaining steady at 

seven, but the sites where the lesser can be found continues to decline. 

  The numbers of records received from some of our key observers varies a lot from year to year.  The most 

significant change in the last year, and a very welcome one, is the exchange of sightings with the Upper 

Wharfedale Field Society as a result of an initiative by their new bird recorder, Gerald Light.  Furthermore, 

the precursor study in that area for the next BTO Wintering Bird Atlas, which is examining the SD97 square 

this winter, is showing how much of interest can be found there at any time of year.  All of this will start to 

help us get a much better idea of the way species are spread throughout the totality of the WNS area.  A 

second reason for the significant increase of sightings from Upper Wharfedale has been our survey of 

Grimwith Reservoir.  There, I am very grateful for all those who contributed to the survey, which included 

over 80 complete 4½ mile circuits of the reservoir during the course of the year.  I will be reporting 

separately on the results in 2006.  Despite the occasionally tedious walk it has been a year of excitement and 

surprises for me.  I especially enjoyed watching the way the breeding season developed in this isolated 

location.  The site lacks many common birds (although many appear to make the occasional visit), but is 
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somewhere where any species can turn up at any time.   As well as the yellow-legged gull and ruddy 

shelduck mentioned above, there was an upland goose from South America which, whilst clearly an escapee, 

was a very attractive one.  A record of a passage greenshank in mid-September was the only one recorded in 

our area this year.  An osprey spent an afternoon fishing there in mid-May, a marsh harrier struggled through 

against a strong head-wind earlier in that month, whilst there was a possible goshawk sighting at the end of 

February.  Perhaps my strangest experience was visiting with Les Dewdney in late July just after large 

numbers of red-legged partridge had just been released (we counted a very conservative, and very tame, 750) 

and finding that enormous numbers of corvids (almost 1,000) had moved in to feed off the food put out for 

the partridges!  The large tree mid-way along the northern shore was distinctly exotic, festooned, as it was, 

with what looked like a mass of black flowers! 

 

DISCUSION TOPICS: I was torn between two topics to look at in this year’s introduction – birds in our 

garden and our 60
th
 Anniversary.  This is the 10

th
 anniversary of the BTO garden bird watch supported by an 

amazing total of 17,000 of UK contributors, whilst gardens play an important part of our annual roll-call of 

bird sightings, both nationally and locally.  WNS members from Burley had several unusual garden sightings 

most significant of which were of a marsh tit at a garden feeder in January and March (a species which was 

only reported in Upper Wharfedale in 2004), and two tree sparrows which regularly came to feeders between 

late March and the end of May, although they did not breed in the garden.  Another Burley garden, in Sun 

Lane, recorded the first of the autumn waxwings in the area – on 21
st
 November.  Elsewhere, an Addingham 

garden reported impressive totals of up to thirty species throughout June to August including juvenile grey 

wagtails, blackcap, spotted flycatcher, nuthatch and treecreeper, whilst a Menston garden regularly exceeds a 

monthly total of twenty species throughout the year with some impressive totals of daily visitors! 

  However, I decided that this is our 60
th
 Bird Report and that it would be appropriate to reflect on all those 

past Reviews which contain an enormous amount of information, although we no longer have the exact 

details of most of the sightings.  Even if we had those records, we would have to exercise extreme caution in 

interpreting them since we know nothing now of what people regarded as worth recording in those days, and 

not a lot on the details of their birding habits, although the significantly smaller number of species seen 

annually in the early 1950’s, 115 in 1950 compared with 150+ nowadays, is probably primarily a reflection 

of greater problems of getting around the area in those early days compared with what is possible today.  

Birding has also become more of an individual pastime rather than a communal activity.  I have been struck 

in my researches of the past year at how many project’s were carried out in the early days chief, of course, 

being the ringing programme which lasted between 1948 and 1969 and about which there is still a lot of 

information in the Reviews on distant recoveries and long-lived local birds.  The Canada goose round-up 

between 1968 and 1975, whilst having more limited objectives, comes across in the Reviews as enormous 

fun – but involving an awful lot of organisation.  Unfortunately, most of these activities tended to finish by 

the middle of the 1980’s.  So what can we learn by looking back into the past?  I have continued my 

researches on the waxing and waning of the fortunes of various species, and have been struck by there being 

as many species which have increased in the area as have disappeared (although there is no doubt that the 

overall numbers of birds have declined).  The Reviews are helpful in backing up the broader trends observed 

across the country.  This year I have looked at the hawfinch, which has seen a general retrenchment 

southwards.  In the 1940’s and 1950’s they bred locally with the last recorded garden sighting in Ilkley being 

as recently as 1973!  By comparison, the Reviews allow us to plot the spreading in of the oystercatcher from 

the West coast from the late 1940’s, when a sighting was a memorable event, to the first Society record of 

breeding in 1959.  However, the parameter for which we have the most complete records is the arrival date 

each year for our commoner spring migrants.  Information like this has become increasingly important as the 

debate has developed over climate change.  Since 1998 there has been a Phenology Network, which some 

members of WNS now contribute to, which seeks to monitor trends in a large number of annual events 

involving birds, flowers etc in both the spring and autumn.  In earlier days, and from 1875, the Royal 

Meteorological Society recorded the timing of a basic set of natural events, in which they were helped by a 

national network of recorders.  This work continued until 1948 by which time they had forgotten why they 

were doing it and the work ceased when the then coordinator retired and they couldn’t find a replacement.  



71 

There is therefore an important fifty year gap for which there is virtually nothing on these trends.  The 

Phenology Network is trying to plug this gap by collecting records like ours, which we have now supplied to 

them.  These show, incidentally, that the swallow used to arrive slightly earlier than the sand martin in the 

late 1940s (around April 8
th
) but that sand martin is now seen up to 3 weeks earlier – and this year was first 

seen on the 17
th
 March! 

 

CONCLUSIONS: Let me repeat the points I made last year about sighting records: 

1. I would again welcome regular birders' views about populations and trend of local species. 

2. I continue to feel that inclusion of maximum flock sizes recorded for each is quite a powerful 

indicator of bird populations (for appropriate species). 

3. I have again recorded the number of sightings for each species and the number of sites where that 

species was seen, although the vastly improved coverage in Upper Wharfedale means that the 

number of sites has increased significantly for several species.  Again, I have recognised that there 

are a number of common birds that are obviously massively unrecorded and I have marked these 

with a (C) and have not calculated the above parameters for these. 

Every year I get one or two ‘surprising’ records.  I spend a lot of time looking into these, considerably aided 

by 

1 The BirdGuides (subscriber) web site which allows me to research the current as well as the 

historical presence of rarer species in the region. 

2 The BTO web site, which has always been interesting but has developed considerably in the past 

year with the introduction of BirdTrack, which plots migrant arrival across the country. 

I am conscious that our annual list is an ensemble of everyone’s contribution, but also want it to be an 

authoritative record.  I would therefore like to adopt the process used by most similar organisations, whereby 

the Recorder may occasionally call for a description of some of the rarer birds recorded.  I hope members 

will not find this too tiresome – nor a critical commentary of their birding skills! 

  Finally, many thanks to all contributors to this report and especially those who submitted their sightings in 

the order given in the report – it really is a very great help.  You can also greatly assist me by submitting 

your reports in batches throughout the year – quarterly or half-yearly if you generate a lot.  In particular, 

please try to avoid submitting large amounts all at the end of the year.  It would also help if you can include 

examples of breeding and unusual behaviour, which can help me to make the report a more interesting read.  

The schedule for the production of the Annual Report is very tight – it normally has to reach the Editors by 

the end of January.  Thus, I must start work by the first few days of the New Year.  If you can get sightings 

to me not later than the end of the first week in January, i.e. by Saturday, 6
th
 January 2007, that would be 

enormously helpful.  Last but not least many thanks to the Bradford Ornithological Group for allowing me to 

use their sightings, which are especially useful for some of the scarcer species, and to the Upper Wharfedale 

Field Society for providing their records from the north of our region since their inclusion can only help us to 

improve our understanding of the species that are found throughout our area. 

 

 

 

CLASSIFIED LIST 
 

In the Classified List I have used the usual abbreviation of GP for Gravel Pit.  ‘Burley’ is Burley in 

Wharfedale, and when referring to Lindley, Swinsty, Fewston, Thruscross, Chelker and Grimwith, I mean 

the reservoirs or their vicinity at these locations.  Similarly, Otley refers to Otley Wetland Nature Reserve 

(formerly Otley Gravel Pits) unless otherwise specified.  Mid Wharfedale is taken as the area downstream 

from Barden Bridge and above Pool Bridge.  Upper Wharfedale starts above Barden Bridge, whilst Lower 

Wharfedale is below Pool Bridge.  In the Washburn Valley the dam at the southern end of Fewston is taken 

as the boundary between upper and lower Washburn.  I have also extensively used the ‘north’ and ‘south’ to 

identify the regions above and below Barden Bridge. 
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LITTLE GREBE (Tachybaptus ruficollis)          074 Sightings/21 Sites 

Uncommon breeding/local migrant: population stable. 

Sightings were received for most months.  Birds tended to winter at Knotford Nook and Otley, especially 

the former, being recorded through until March and then again from September/October: peak counts were 

10 at Knotford in January (after which numbers there fell off rapidly in the following month), and 5 at 

Otley in November.  Most of the river sightings this year were also in the winter months between January 

and March and then from September, with sightings from Manor Park, Burley, up to the bridge at 

Grassington, although a pair just to the north of Barden Bridge raised one or two young, and were seen 

there in August and September.  Records were received from a number of sites in mid-Wharfedale and the 

Washburn during the summer, generally on enclosed water rather than the river.  In addition to the river 

breeding record, there were records of breeding at three sites.  There were three broods at Denton (with 

one, two and four young), whilst one or two young were raised at Farnley: breeding was also suspected at 

Low Dam Reservoir (D&AB, BOG, EC*, CJC, J&JD, JF, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, PP, PRo, 

KR, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*, J&SW). 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE (Podiceps cristatus)           082 Sightings/07 Sites 

Common breeding resident/local migrant: population stable. 

Reported for much of the year from various sites in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, although sightings 

are far less widespread than for the little grebe.  Its strongholds remain Knotford Nook and Otley, although 

peak counts were down significantly at the former where peak counts were 4 (in March, compared with 10 

last year) and 6 (in April) respectively.  There were no records from Knotford during the summer (between 

May and mid-August) but breeding was again reported from Otley with a pair with 4 young there in July, 

although these had reduced to 3 by the following month.  There were several reports of up to 6 birds on the 

Washburn reservoirs and the usual report of a nest at Lindley Wood, but no records of successful breeding.  

As in previous years this may be because of disturbance and/or fluctuating water levels, both of which 

appear to be a real problem for this species in the Washburn.  There were also sightings from Chelker in 

late March and from Grimwith in late March (1 bird) and late June (2): the latter sightings are particularly 

surprising since the floor there is steeply shelving and quite devoid of underwater vegetation (D&AB, 

N&AB, BOG, DB, OB, D&HB, CJC, JDe, LGD, J&JD, JF,  PG, SG, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, 

PP, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*). 

CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo)            086 Sightings/17 Sites 

Common passage/long-staying visitor: population numbers have markedly increased in recent years but 

this may have levelled off. 

Now a common bird in Wharfedale, eastwards from Otley, with good numbers over-wintering at Lindley 

Wood and Otley: peak numbers at the former were 34 in February and 50 in October; at the latter there 

were at least 14 in March and up to 20 in November.  Numbers at the other Washburn reservoirs were 

small.  In addition, there is some movement of birds further to the west.  There were 10 at Chelker in 

January (the highest number by far in this area), and some in March; birds were observed passing Barden 

View Point or along the river up as far as Howgill.  In addition there were regular sightings of 1 and 

occasionally 2 birds at Grimwith, sometimes fishing.  Sightings above Grimwith appear to be rare, 

although single birds were reported flying along the river at Grassington and Arncliffe in the last two 

months of the year.  Although there is still no evidence of breeding, birds in breeding plumage were seen at 

Otley early in March.  With sightings now recorded in every month of the year it would therefore seem to 

be only a matter of time before breeding occurs (D&JA, N&AB, BOG, JDe, H&JF, JF, K&PL, GL*, 

PD&JBP, JP, PP, E&PS, E&PS, JTo, TV*). 

LITTLE EGRET (Egretta garzetta)             001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare visitor but likely to become more common in future years 

A bird was seen flying north on the Silsden to Addingham road on 18
th
 September.  This species has now 

been seen in 5 years since it was first recorded in 1997.  This is indicative of the northerly spread of this 

species.  It first bred in the UK on Brownsea Island as recently as 1995.  In 2002 there were estimated to be 

~150 nesting pairs and there is the hope that we will get our first breeding pair in Yorkshire before 2010 

(JTo). 



73 

GREY HERON (Ardea cinerea)             107 Sightings/45 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable/increasing. 

The species continues to prosper both nationally and in our area, no doubt partly due to the absence of 

severe winters.  The species is widely reported throughout the year, usually of single birds or small groups 

outside the main heronries, with a peak of 5 birds recorded at Lindley Wood and Otley (c.f. 16 last year at 

Lindley Wood).  A single bird caused havoc in Addingham in late November during the cold spell when it 

mounted a determined onslaught on a number of garden ponds.  The increase in heron sightings from 

upper Wharfedale (to 25% of total) is showing that this species is far more common in that area that our 

previous records would suggest.  Sightings of ones and two were received in most months up as far as 

Buckden and Foxup in Littondale.  It was a reasonably good breeding year, although productivity was 

slightly down (by 10%) on 2003, which was a good year.  There were 40 nests at Askwith producing 77 

young; a site in the lower part of the Washburn produced 50 young from 17 nests (although a smaller 

heronry there with only 5 nests last year produced no young this year) (D&AB, N&AB, EC*, JDe, LGD, 

H&JF, JF, GSH, FH*, HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, JP, PP, BQ*, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, 

B&PS, TV*, J&SW). 

WHITE STORK (Ciconia ciconia)             008 Sightings/04 Sites 

Rare passage migrant/local escapee 

There have been sightings of this species in 7 of the years since it was first recorded in 1997.  Although we 

are seeing a growing influx of birds from the Continent, there have always been doubts of sightings in our 

area because of free-flying birds from Harewood.  The sightings this year were all around Otley between 

21 – 25
th
 April and 17 – 31

st
 May.  The indications are that most of these may well have been of wild birds.  

Wild birds were present in Yorkshire at that time and, sadly, the Harewood curator tells me, 2004 was a 

poor year for the Harewood storks and that there were only 3 free-flying birds on the Estate this spring, but 

that he was convinced that none of them would have been flying during the above periods.  The sightings 

on the 21
st
 (between 11.50 and 13.15) caused the most stir with one reporter having lunch at home, whilst 

another was trying out a digital camera for the first time, saw what she thought was a heron and only 

realised what she’d photographed when she got home and examined a blown-up image!  (DLR, JHe&RC, 

ML, PKS, HT, J&SW). 

MUTE SWAN (Cygnus olor)               054 Sightings/07 Sites 

Common local breeding resident: population stable. 

This species remains very localised with all the reports this year eastwards from Otley and in the 

Washburn and with their strongholds at Otley (both at the Wetlands and the weir at the centre of town) and 

Knotford Nook.  Peak numbers at Otley were 31 at the Wetlands (in September) and 10 at the weir in 

January: numbers at Knotford were generally lower, although there were 10 in October.  It seems it may 

have been a rather bad year for predation.  There were records of several (perhaps 3 or 4) families at the 

Wetlands during May with one having 7 cygnets, but a regular visitor reported seeing only 1 cygnet from 

the 10
th
 July.  At Knotford there were 3 broods of 3, 4 (3 predated) and 7 (3 predated).  There were 2 other 

sightings – at Farnley a pair produced 3 young, whilst a recorder’s house had a near miss when a swan 

flew very low over it in Beamsley in November – in a thick fog!  (D&AB, N&AB, BOG, JDe, JF, 

GF&AP, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, PP, PRo, E&PS). 

WHOOPER SWAN (Cygnus cygnus)              008 Sightings/04 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

There were fewer sightings this year compared with the past 2 years, and all were in the first part of the 

year.  There were reports of two large groups: 16 at Lindley Wood on 4
th
 March, whilst a small compact 

group of 32 spent much of the morning of 5
th
 April at Grimwith, with 17 of these flying past the Barden 

View point in mid-afternoon.  There were also reports of small numbers at Otley in January and March 

(BOG, N&NM, PD&JBP, PRo, E&PS). 

PINK FOOTED GOOSE (Anser brachyrhynchus)           036 Sightings/11 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant/visitor. 

There were a number of sightings of flying skeins during January and February, somewhat less in 

frequency and numbers than last year (~200 over Burley and Addingham on 4
th
 February c.f. 1000 last 
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year).  Most of the skeins were flying in a NW direction, although one was recorded flying SE.  Sightings 

in the autumn have also been limited with 60 over Thruscross and 200 over Burley, both in late October.  

Once again, the odd group dropped off for a short period.  There was a well reported group of up to 17 at 

Otley.  These arrived around 25
th
 March and stayed until 15

th
 April with 6 still present a week later.  

Elsewhere, there were 4 at Grimwith on 5
th
 February and up to 3 in the Washburn during early April, and 

single birds at Grimwith on 22
nd

 July and 2
nd

 October, in all cases amongst flocks of greylag (BB, BOG, 

OB, CJC, JF, GF&AP, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*). 

GREYLAG GOOSE (Anser anser)             105 Sightings/27 Sites 

Common resident breeder/visitor: recent significant population increase. 

The local, feral population continues to prosper, and various-sized groups were reported throughout mid-

Wharfedale and the Washburn, although the only reports from upper Wharfedale were from their 

stronghold at Grimwith.  The largest winter flocks were at the higher altitude reservoirs – 170 at Chelker 

on 16
th
 January, 140 at March Ghyll on 28

th
 January and 113 at Grimwith on 5

th
 February.  At lower levels 

there were 80 at Knotford on 5
th
 March with the largest number recorded in the Washburn being 30+ at 

Thruscross on 4
th
 March: the peak count from Otley was only 18.  Grimwith turned into a gosling breeding 

factory in the late spring with numerous families recorded there between 23
rd

 April and 8
th
 July, the peak 

count of 15 families and 66 young being on 17
th
 May.  During much of this period almost all the breeding 

Canada geese were banished to the moors (with only one family of small goslings seen in mid-June after 

the greylag had finished breeding).  It was clearly a successful season for the greylag at Grimwith with the 

peak count reaching 350 in early July.  Elsewhere there were numerous reports of successful breeding 

throughout mid-Wharfedale, both in the valley and on the surrounding moors, with the most northerly 

breeding record being of a single family in the fields north of Barden Bridge.  The post-breeding moult 

generally appears to take place outside our recording area and this usually means a dearth of records, 

together with smaller totals, in the late summer/early autumn with large numbers starting to re-appear in 

late September.  There were 118 at Grimwith in late September (dropping to 40+ at the end of the year) 

and 47 at Chelker in early December (MVBD&JA, SB, N&AB, BOG, DB/OB, JMC, LGD, H&JF, JF, PG, 

AMG, GSH, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*, J&SW). 

CANADA GOOSE (Branta canadensis)            090 Sightings/19 Sites 

Common breeding resident/visitor: significant population increase in recent decades and recent 

suggestions that numbers were levelling off probably premature. 

It now occurs commonly at Grimwith and downstream, with breeding at a wide variety of sites including 

the surrounding moors.  It is observed virtually throughout the year with strongholds at Otley, in the 

Washburn, and at Grimwith.  The maximum at Otley was ~200 on 31
st
 January, 1

st
 April and 8

th
 October, 

whilst in the Washburn Swinsty and Fewston appeared to be the most favoured sites.  The peak count at 

Swinsty was 350 at the start of the year but they were then not recorded from March until the end of the 

year.  Numbers at Fewston rose from 47 on 17
th
 January, peaking at 288 on 24

th
 July and had fallen away 

to 57 on 7
th
 November.  At Grimwith there were <10 until late February, with a peak of 188 on 30

th
 July 

before falling away to 10 to 30 at the end of the year.  Breeding occurred at all these sites, as well as on the 

surrounding moors, and produced many young.  The record of breeding at Grimwith was extremely limited 

as discussed in the previous entry.  It seems quite likely that greylag and Canada geese may well become a 

problem if the current increase continues (D&JA, MVB, A&DB, JMC, H&JF, JF, PG, AMG, GSH, 

D&ML, LL, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*, J&SW). 

EGYPTIAN GOOSE (Alopochen aegyptiacus)            001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce visitor/possible escapee 

There was a rare record of a single bird amongst Canada and greylag geese in the lapwing meadow at Otley 

on 28
th
 April.  This was only the 4

th
 record of this species since it was first recorded in 1984.  This is most 

likely to have been an escaped bird.  The bird was probably introduced into England in the late seventeenth 

century and some of these birds have escaped into the wild and formed feral populations.  However it is 

very sedentary and also breeds early so that it can be affected by bad weather (with consequent small brood 

sizes), so its spread out of strongholds (like East Anglia) is proving very slow (PP). 
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RUDDY SHELDUCK (Tadorna ferruginea)             007 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage migrant/local escapee 

An eclipse male was seen at Grimwith between 22
nd

 June and 22
nd

 July.  There was an influx into the UK 

of up to 25 birds during the summer provoking much debate over their origins.  Most records in the last 

century are believed to have been of escaped birds, although there are also believed to be a few resident 

birds in the UK and a very few records of breeding attempts.  However, there was a general consensus that 

the summer visitors had probably originated from one of several feral populations within striking distance 

of Britain.  There is an annual moult migration in the Netherlands containing several hundred birds, along 

with feral populations of several hundred birds on the Swiss/German border, plus sizeable feral 

populations further afield in Russia and the Ukraine.  It is probable that the recent splurge of sightings may 

be associated with the Dutch moult migration population, as is probably the case for most sightings in late-

summer periods. But, it is also possible that some summer influxes may be induced by drought conditions 

elsewhere (AB*, LGD, JF, PG, E&PS, TV*, J&SW). 

SHELDUCK (Tadorna tadorna)              015 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant/visitor: may breed some years. 

Sightings were down on the last 2 years.  There were regular records from Otley in most months up until 

10
th
 June.  These were of 1 or 2 birds (although 4 were present, including 3 males, on 23

rd
 January): there 

were no indications of breeding.  There was a single bird at Lindley Wood on 17
th
 October and a rare 

report from the north of the region with a single bird at Grimwith on 8
th
 February (BB, BOG, JMC, SG, 

AMG, PP, PRo, E&PS). 

MANDARIN DUCK (Aix galericulata)             055 Sightings/09 Sites 

Scarce visitor/escaped species but local breeding population now established. 

Whatever the origins of the local population (after very infrequent sightings over the years, 27 appeared at 

Drebley on Boxing Day 2000!), it is very interesting watching the way the local birds are slowly spreading 

up the river.  The year started with record numbers being recorded along the river in Strid Woods with 45 

(20 males, 25 females) on 3
rd

 January attracted in, presumably, by the record amounts of beech mast last 

winter; numbers started to fall off by the end of January but 3 pairs were still present in mid-March.  The 

birds then disperse up the small tributaries of the main river in the early spring to breed, and sightings drop 

dramatically.  In recent years it was not thought that pairs moved further north than Howgill; this year 

there were 2 males at Hebden on 17
th
 April, whilst a pair was seen flying upstream there on 17

th
 May; there 

was also a female with 2 young at Loup Scar just above Burnsall on the 25
th
 May.  The stretch of the river 

between Barden Bridge and Howgill remains a good spot to watch family parties in the summer.  There 

was a family of a female with 5 chicks there in mid-June and a second brood seen in late July.  Birds 

started re-assembling for the winter get-together in mid-November with 3 recorded on the 13
th
 – and no 

increase on this number for the rest of the year (MVB, BOG, D&HB, CJC, J&JD, H&JF, JF, JHe&RC, 

PG, LL, PD&JBP, JP, PBR, DLR, E&PS, GT, JTo). 

WIGEON (Anas penelope)              107 Sightings/08 Sites 

Scarce breeding (probably only one site) resident/passage migrant: 

population stable/increasing. 

Most sightings were for the period up to early May and from early 

September onwards from Knotford Nook, Otley, Farnley, the 

Washburn reservoirs, Grimwith and the nearby Mossy Bank 

Reservoir.  Peak early-year numbers were 80+ at Knotford and 78 

at Grimwith: numbers on the Washburn Reservoirs and at Otley 

were much lower – 7 at Fewston, 2 at Farnley and 13 at Otley.  The 

same locations were involved at the end of the year but 

distributions were different.  The highest counts were 136 at 

Grimwith at the end of the year and 123 at Lindley Wood early in 

September: there were also 40 at Farnley in late October.  Counts at 

Knotford Nook and Otley only just got into double figures.  

Numbers at Mossy Bank were typically less than 30.  Small 
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numbers remained at the usual breeding site during the summer but no records were received of any 

breeding (D&JA, D&AB, AB*, N&AB, BOG, JMC, CJC, JDe, JF, PG, SG, AMG, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, 

PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*, J&SW). 

GADWALL (Anas strepera)              014 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor. 

The main locations were, as usual, Knotford Nook and Otley with the species tending to prefer the former.  

Up to 8 wintering birds, including 6 males, were present at Knotford during January, with a single male 

still present in March.  At Otley there were sightings of 4 in mid-April and 1 in early May.  In the autumn 

2 birds were briefly present at Otley in early September, with sightings of up to 5 at Knotford Nook during 

December.  The only other record was of a pair at Farnley in late December (BOG, CJC, PP, E&PS,). 

TEAL (Anas crecca)               050 Sightings/11 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: probably in shallow decline. 

This species is regularly present at a number of sites, typically between 8 and 10, in the Washburn (their 

stronghold) and mid-Wharfedale valleys, and at Grimwith and the nearby Mossy Bank Reservoir: breeding 

certainly occurs in the area, although the only evidence was of at least 1 juvenile at one of the Washburn 

sites.  Numbers are usually small; at the start of the year the highest count in the Washburn was 12 at 

Farnley Lake in February; the other high count was 18 at Grimwith in January.  In the autumn, the highest 

counts in the Washburn were 25 at Fewston (early November) and 10 to 15 at Farnley in mid-September, 

whilst there was a good presence at Grimwith from late September, peaking at 37 in mid-November.  The 

species was regular at Mossy Bank with typically up to 20.  The presence at Otley and Knotford was small 

with the maximum numbers 3 and 1 respectively.  There was an unusual river sighting with a female on the 

river in Strid Woods on 23
rd

 November (AB*, JMC, JDe, JF, AMG, K&PL, GL*, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS, JTo, 

TV*, J&SW). 

MALLARD (Anas platyrhynchos) (C) 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable. 

Some members (including the recorder) seemed to spend much of the year counting mallards – and there 

were certainly a lot to be counted.  High numbers were reported throughout the area, especially on the 

Wharfe in mid-Wharfedale, and any open stretches of water, especially at Grimwith, where some birds are 

released by Grimwith Estate, which organises shoots on the moors around the reservoir.  Along the Wharfe 

314 were counted between the Cavendish and Barden Bridge at the end of January, and 96 between there 

and Burnsall in mid-March: there were breeding pairs, albeit in rather reduced numbers, all the way up to 

Beckermonds.  The situation at Grimwith got silly with in excess of 700 in mid-October, which made 

finding other species rather a challenge especially with the birds nervous from the shooting going on.  

There were extensive reports of breeding throughout the area.  Along the stretch between Barden and 

Burnsall, where I was doing a BTO survey, the number of families rose from 11 in late April to peak at 21 

in late June, typically with a total of 40 to 50 juveniles (D&JA, MVB, D&AB, N&AB, BOG, JMC, LGD, 

H&JF, JF, PG, AMG, N&PH, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, PRo, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, KR, E&PS, 

J&PSc, JTo, TV*, J&SW). 

NORTHERN PINTAIL (Anas acuta)              002 Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor. 

It was a poor year for this species.  Single birds were recorded at Knotford Nook on 9
th
 January and at 

Otley on 4
th
 September (BOG, E&PS). 

SHOVELER (Anas clypeata)              010 Sightings/05 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

The majority of sightings during the year occurred between late April and late May.  There were up to 3 

birds at Otley during much of this period (2 males and a female) with single records from Lindley (2 pairs), 

Grimwith and Knotford (1 pair at each).  In the autumn there were single birds at Otley in early September 

and at Farnley in late October (BB, BOG, JDe, JF, PBR, PRo, J&SW). 

POCHARD (Aythya ferina)              068 Sightings/06 Sites 

Uncommon passage/winter visitor. 

This species remains relatively uncommon throughout our area, usually being seen at only 6 or 7 sites.  
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Sightings were restricted to the colder months and to spring; as last year, there were no records of birds at 

Otley during the summer.  The majority of sightings were from Knotford Nook and Otley with good 

numbers through to mid March, peaking at 40 in Knotford Nook and 24 at Otley.  The last sighting was in 

late April at Otley and mid-May at Knotford Nook.  Other records were received from Fewston (with 

sightings of up to 17), and with 25 at Lindley Wood and 23 at Grimwith, both early in February.  Sightings 

were down in the autumn with fewer birds around: the highest count was 15 in late November.  The 

occasional sighting from Knotford and Grimwith was often of only a single bird and never more that 5 

(N&AB, BOG, JMC, CJC, J&JD, JF, AMG, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, 

J&PSc, JTo). 

TUFTED DUCK (Aythya fuligula)             085 Sightings/08 Sites 

Common passage/winter visitor/local breeder: population probably stable. 

The species is widespread on reservoirs and open stretches of water in mid Wharfedale and Washburn at 

most times of the year and breeds at selected sites: it is an occasional visitor to Chelker, Grimwith and 

Mossy Bank.  The most frequent reports were from Knotford Nook and Otley with breeding recorded at 

the latter site.  Numbers in the first part of the year peaked at 50 to 60 in January at Knotford Nook and 

March at Otley.  Peak numbers at other regular sites were 16 at Fewston and 6 at Farnley.  Numbers were 

smaller at Knotford and Otley in the second half of the year – typically 20 to 30.  Most records of breeding 

were from Otley with 3 or 4 attempts.  There were 8 young on 11
th
 June (and an empty nest on tern island), 

although numbers of young had shrunk to 3 a month later: there were 9 fresh young on 18
th
 July.  A female 

was seen with 2 young at Denton on 6
th
 August.  The presence of a pair at Grimwith during May led to 

hopes they might breed there but this appears to have come to naught (D&AB, N&AB, AB*, BOG, EC*, 

JF,  SG, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PP, DLR,  PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*). 

GREATER SCAUP (Aythya marila)             012 Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce passage/winter visitor. 

This is very much of an Otley bird and, as usual, sightings were only of a single female usually on the 

boating lake but recorded once on the conservation lake.  A bird was present until the end of January, 

apparently dropping off at Fewston at the end of the month.  A female was back again at the end of 

November, remaining for the remainder of the year (BOG, PP, E&PS). 

COMMON (or BLACK) SCOTER (Melanitta nigra)           001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

This species is recorded most years but a remarkably large flock of 35 flew NE past Barden View Point on 

1
st
 August (BOG). 

GOLDENEYE (Bucephala clangula)             088 Sightings/12 Sites 

Regular passage/winter visitor. 

Present at a few sites in the mid-Wharfedale and Washburn with the odd bird still being seen until late 

April.  It was regularly observed at Knotford Nook and Otley, and occasionally on all the Washburn 

Reservoirs (peak of 11 at Lindley Wood in January but otherwise in single figures), Farnley Lake and 

Chelker.  There were rare reports of birds on the Wharfe – of single males at Manor Park and in Strid 

Woods, both in January.  This species has a preference for Otley with numbers there peaking at 35 in 

March; the peak at Knotford Nook was 14 in February.  There were still 8 present at Otley at the start of 

April but thereafter the fall-off was rapid.  Numbers in the autumn were much reduced.  The first sightings 

were of 2 females at Grimwith on 18
th
 October; thereafter the highest number recorded was 13 at Otley and 

with numbers at Knotford Nook not exceeding 6; there were 6 at Chelker at the end of the year (D&AB, 

BB, N&AB, BOG, OB, CJC, JDe, J&JD, JF, SG, GSH, K&PL, JP, PP, PBR, PRo, E&PS, JTo). 

GOOSANDER (Mergus merganser)              121 Sightings/38 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident and common winter visitor.  Population significantly increased in recent decades 

but an apparent downturn in the last two years or so, may be due to culling by fishing interests. 

This is widespread throughout our area as a wintering and occasional breeding species.  It was recorded all 

along the river and regularly up as far as Grass Wood – but rarely further up the river (with the most 

northerly record from Starbotton), and not in Littondale.  As usual the highest winter number reported was 

from Lindley Wood where numbers build up in the late afternoon to a remarkable 89 on 4
th
 February (c.f. 
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only 25 on 12
th
 February last year) but there was no repeat later in the year with the highest only 6 in 

November, down on peak numbers typical 3 or 4 years ago.  Most sightings were on the river (usually in 

small numbers, although with peaks of 12 on the river at Otley in January and 13 at Hebden the following 

month).  Apart from the Lindley Wood roost, sightings on other stretches of water are rare but included 2 

at March Ghyll Reservoir in January, 6 at Otley in March, 1 at Farnley in May, 1 at Knotford Nook in 

November, and an unusual 10 at Grimwith in December.  There were a number of reports of young on the 

river between 12
th
 May and 25

th
 August.  The first was of a female with 6 young at Askwith, followed 

shortly later by 12 young at Starbotton on 31
st
 May.  Other records included 2 families at Grass Wood on 

8
th
 July (with 2 and 3 young) and a group of 11 young at Addingham on 22

nd
 July.  The first record of a 

male returning from summer moult was of a male in Strid Woods on 19
th
 November (D&AB, MVB, 

A&CB*, BB, AB*, N&AB, BOG, D&HB, EC*, JDe, LGD, J&JD, H&JF, JF, GSH, HJ&BS, D&ML, 

K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, PRo, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, DLR, GT, TV*, WNSB). 

RUDDY DUCK (Oxyura jamaicensis)             008 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant/local breeder: population suffering from a (controversial) national culling policy 

to prevent this non-native species from North America hybridising with other European species, 

particularly the rare Spanish white-headed duck. 

Sightings over the past 3 years have settled down to less than 10 from between 2 and 4 sites, most in the 

first half of the year.  A pair appeared on Lindley Wood on 14
th
 March before moving on to spend April at 

Otley (on the boating lake, their usual preference), and may have been the same pair recorded on Farnley 

on 12
th
 May.  In the second half of the year the only sighting was of a single bird at Otley at the end of 

November (BOG, JDe, JF, SG, PP, PBR, JTo). 

OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)              025 Sightings/12 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

The year was dominated by the presence of up to 2 birds, suggested to be immature birds from Rutland 

Water, who were present in the area between 5
th
 April and 30

th
 June and ranged widely between Fewston 

in the east and Buckden in the north.  One of the birds spent an afternoon fishing at Grimwith on 17
th
 May.  

There were also sightings of passage birds in the spring at Thruscross on 23
rd

 March, and in the summer 

from Barden on 31
st
 July, 1

st
 August and 21

st
 August (BOG, DB/OB, JF, GF&AP, N&NM, JP, JTo, TV*, 

J&SW). 

BLACK KITE (Milvus migrans)             001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare visitor 

There was a first sighting of this species at the Barden View Point on 21
st
 June.  The bird was seen at 1715 

and spent 5 minutes in the area before flying off NE.  Sightings of this species, which is common on the 

Continent, are becoming much more frequent leading to speculation that this may be that people are 

becoming much more familiar with kites since the red kite’s introduction (BOG) 

RED KITE (Milvus milvus)              124 Sightings/39 Sites 

Re-introduced species (Harewood 1999 – 2003) now established and breeding. 

This species continues to flourish at Harewood, whilst the next phase of the UK release programme has 

started successfully at Gateshead.  The statistics for this species north and south of the Scottish border are 

illuminating.  100 have been released both in the Chilterns and on the Black Isle near Inverness.  At the 

former, 215 pairs produced 383 last year, whilst in Scotland only 35 pairs bred (producing 80 young), the 

difference being due to the much higher level of persecution in Scotland!  There was another successful 

breeding season for the Harewood birds with 28 successful pairs raising 52 young.  This year, the same 

pair bred again at an undisclosed site in the Yorkshire Dales, close to last year’s nest, and again 

successfully raised 2 young.  The behaviour of other birds in our area in the spring gives hope that they 

may nest in the not too distant future.  The number of sightings in Wharfedale continues to grow 

dramatically and widespread reports were received from mid- and lower-Wharfedale.  It is a little 

surprising that with so many sightings south of Barden Bridge that there should have only been a single 

sighting to the north – from Hebden Beck on 19
th
 March.  Birds were seen in every month.  Sightings are 

usually of 1’s and 2’s, although up to 8 were recorded in the Leathley/Lindley Wood area on 2
nd

 

November.  Two or three years ago one had to go east to Pool to have a reliable chance of seeing red kite.  



79 

Now, they are becoming a fairly common sight over Otley and the number of members in Otley and 

Burley with this species on their garden list is growing!  (MVB, BB, AB*, N&AB, BOG, DB/OB, D&HB, 

CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, GF&AP, SG, GSH, JHe&RC, D&RH, LL, K&PL, O&DM, N&MM, PD&JBP, PP, 

PBR, PRo, E&PS, HS, GT, JTo). 

MARSH HARRIER (Circus aeruginosus)            004 Sightings/04 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

This year saw a marginal improvement on last year although there were still only 4 sightings, 3 in the 

spring and 1 in the autumn (considerably down on the hectic 2003 when there were 19 sightings).  There 

were reports of birds at Barden and Grimwith in May and from the Washburn in July.  In the summer one 

passed over Ilkley Moor in early September (BOG, JF, N&PH, K&PL). 

HEN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus)             021 Sightings/08 Sites 

Uncommon passage/winter visitor. 

This species is red-listed because of the historic population decline in the UK between 1800 and 1995.  Its 

status in England remains perilous and it is subject to serious levels of persecution.  There are now 2 core 

sites in the UK, Geltsdale RSPB on the Cumbrian/Northumberland boundary, and Bowland.  The latter had 

a good breeding year with 23 young raised from 12 successful nests.  Most of the sightings in the area are 

on the moors above mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, although there was also a bird on the moors 

around Grassington in late October.  In the spring there was only a single bird reported at one location, but 

birds were present at 2 sites from the late autumn with up to 4 at one.  There were 2 records of passage 

birds in late April and early May (N&AB, BOG, CJC, K&PL, GL*, JP, PRo, JTo). 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER (Circus pygargus)            001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare visitor 

A first summer male was seen at the Barden View Point on 9th July.  This was only the third sighting in the 

last 20 years (BOG). 

BUZZARD (Buteo buteo)              182 Sightings/54 Sites 

Scarce breeder/passage migrant/visitor: population has increased recently. 

This species was well reported throughout the region.  It has long been 

present in the north but its successful spread back into mid-Wharfedale 

continues and it is becoming increasingly well established there after a 

long decline.  It is therefore becoming a welcome and increasingly 

common sight throughout the entire region.  As usual, the well-watched 

Barden Viewpoint produced the highest count of birds with 14 on 16
th
 

January.  Elsewhere, there were 2 sightings of 4 birds in the north between 

Arncliffe and Litton, and over Darnbrook Fell, on 17
th
 August and 28

th
 

September.  Once again there was a successful ringing programme in mid-

Wharfedale with the number of successful nests increasing again.  In 2003, 

7 young were raised from 3 nests whilst last year 7 young were raised from 

3 nest (plus 1 not found).  This year there were 7 young from 4 nests (plus 

2 nests not found).  In the north there was the excitement of a bird being 

mobbed by a peregrine: the south had to ‘make do’ with one being mobbed 

by 4 rooks over the Burley bypass! (DA, SB, MVB, AB *, N&AB, BOG, 

DB/OB, JDe, H&JF, JF, GF&AP, GSH, JHe&RC, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, PBR, 

DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*, J&SW, PW). 

SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter nisus)             113 Sightings/46 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population stable. 

The number and range of sightings reflect the widespread distribution of this species; reports were received 

from a good selection of sites in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn.  There were proportionally fewer 

from the north, mainly centred around Grassington, where they were regularly seen hunting towards Grass 

Wood, but with occasional valley records extending up to Buckden (but with none from Littondale).  This 

is a bird likely to be seen at any locality where woodland is in the vicinity, and a significant number of 

reports have been received of hunting (often successful) in gardens.  As usual, there was also the odd story 
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of lucky escapes: one caught a collared dove in Menston but was disturbed so the dove managed to escape.  

In fact, this species is such a determined hunter that it is prone not to notice windows and BTO reported 

that 34% of the reports they received of dead sparrowhawks were from this cause!  There were numerous 

reports of displaying and some of breeding, with one nest reported from Howgill Wood containing at least 

two juveniles (and the remains of racing pigeons and blue tits) (SB, A&CB*, D&AB, BB, AB*, N&AB, 

BOG, D&HB, EC*, JDe, LGD, J&JD, JF, GSH, FH*, D&RH, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, 

E&PS, GT, TV*, J&SW). 

GOSHAWK (Accipiter gentilis)             005 Sightings/05 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant: may breed in the area. 

This species struggles to maintain a foothold in the area and is probably under-reported anyway for reasons 

of security.  The four firm reports were from the Lower Washburn and Otley area (3), and from Littondale 

(1).  There were two further possible sightings from the Bolton Abbey Estate and of one over-flying 

Grimwith and heading in a north-westerly direction (RB, JDe, JF, DLR, PRo, J&SW). 

KESTREL (Falco tinnunculus)             183 Sightings/69 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage visitor: national population decline not apparent locally. 

Reported in small numbers, usually individuals or pairs: winter sightings may include birds from the 

continent.  The species is common throughout the region.  With the large numbers of small mammals in 

the spring because of the glut of natural foods over the winter, the species had an excellent breeding season 

this year.  A local ringer last year ringed 15 juveniles in 4 nests in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn; this 

year he ringed 46 juveniles in 12 nests (with 1 other nest deserted and 1 predated) (D&JA, MVB, N&AB, 

BOG, DB, OB, D&HB, EC*, JDe, H&JF, JF, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, JP, PP, BQ*, PRo, 

E&PS, TV*, WNSB). 

MERLIN (Falco columbarius)              026 Sightings/15 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population probably stable. 

Although the species is holding its own in the area sightings were well down again this year (and very 

similar to last year’s).  Sightings during the breeding season covered the moors around mid-Wharfedale, 

the Washburn and Grassington.  The cold, windy weather in the early summer did not bode well for ground 

nesting birds but nesting performance was mixed with good results on the northern moors of mid-

Wharfedale but poor on Rombalds Moor, lending weight to one view that the amount of burning in the 

south may have been more significant than the weather.  There were 3 nests on the northern moors where 

4, and 3 juveniles were ringed.  Only 2 nests were found on Rombalds Moor with 4 eggs in one predated 

and 4 young ringed at the other.  There were several records of wintering birds – at Grimwith in January 

and December, and at Barden Fell, Hawkswick and Grassington Moor between late September and early 

November (RB, BOG, JF, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, JP, PRo, JTo, TV*). 

HOBBY (Falco subbuteo)              009 Sightings/07 Sites 

Scarce summer visitor/probable breeder: population increasing. 

This species is undoubtedly spreading northwards, although sightings in the area have fallen from a high in 

2003.  Nevertheless, it seems possible that birds bred in the area since they are renowned for being 

exceptionally secretive through the breeding cycle and nest sites are hard to find.  All the records, with one 

exception, were from either Otley or Barden; the other being from Thruscross in early August.  At both the 

main areas there were some suggestion the birds may have bred, especially around Otley.  There a bird was 

seen at Askwith flying north on 9
th
 July carrying food and being mobbed by party of swallows.  It looked 

as though the prey was bird and it was carrying food for young.  Later, on 13
th
 September and from the 

same location, there was a definite sighting of a single bird but possibly with 2 others, which might suggest 

a family party (BB, BOG, SG, JHe&RC, K&PL, GT, JTo). 

PEREGRINE (Falco peregrinus)             032 Sightings/16 Sites 

Scarce resident/passage/probable breeder: local population possibly increasing. 

The RSPB watch point at Malham Cove attracted a lot of visitors this year to see the nesting peregrine 

(although the nesting attempt there was aborted by the female because of the poor summer weather).  

However, the numbers of this species in Yorkshire has remained steady at about 20 pairs for some time, 

unlike neighbouring Bowland where they are doing well.  Most reports were of single birds and covered 
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most months of the year: sightings come from three general areas within the region, two in the south and 

one in the north – with juveniles reported from two of the areas, so successful breeding must have occurred 

(AB*, BOG, EC*, JDe, GF&AP, K&PL, GL*, BQ*, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo, TV*). 

RED GROUSE (Lagopus lagopus) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population generally stable but subject to setbacks. 

Locally, this species is common on the moors around mid-Wharfedale, but less common on the moors in 

Upper Wharfedale.  It is much under-recorded and therefore it is difficult to draw many conclusions purely 

from the sightings.  For example, this was a dreadful year for this species with Strongylosis rife on both 

Bolton Abbey and Grimwith Estates so that the local shoots had to be cancelled, but the number of records 

rose significantly this year!  The disease is caused by a parasitic thread worm.  As the numbers of worms 

increase the grouse’s condition worsens, its ability to breed is affected; and eventually the bird is choked.  

As grouse numbers rise, so do the numbers of worms, producing a 5-year cycle with 1 boom year, 2 

average ones and 2 awful ones when the grouse numbers are reduced to the minimum breeding stock.  Of 

particular interest this year have been the records from the Upper Wharfedale Field Society, which have 

shown a much greater presence in the north than previously realised.  On the moors to the east of the river, 

6 were recorded on Grassington Moor, 2 at Langliffe Pot, 12 at Top Mere Top and 4 on Buckden Pike.  

There were also 15 on Old Cote Moor above Littondale (D&JA, H&JF, JF, PG, GSH, N&PH, D&ML, 

K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, BQ*, KR, E&PS, TV*, J&SW). 

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE (Alectoris rufa)            037 Sightings/19 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident, all from released birds: population stable except where releases occur. 

There was the usual small number of records this year with the few records spread uniformly across the 

region, with most sightings of pairs or of small coveys of less than 10 birds.  They are most easily seen, 

and often in good numbers, around Grimwith where many are released in July.  A conservative 750 was 

counted at the end of July as the recorders had to wade along the track pushing their way through flocks of 

very tame birds!  The only wild breeding record was of an adult with 4 chicks at Yockenthwaite (D&JA, 

MVB, N&AB, BOG, DB, D&HB, H&JF, JF, PG, SG, JHe&RC, D&ML, K&PL, JP, DLR, E&PS, JTo, 

TV*, J&SW). 

GREY PARTRIDGE (Perdix perdix)             034 Sightings/18 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident: population thought to be declining except where releases occur. 

There were only a few widely dispersed records this year from across the region with no apparent 

strongholds for this species, the most frequent reports being from the well-watched Otley.  There has been 

a steady decline in the number of sightings and sites over the last 3 years (22, 15, and 14 sites over that 

period) but whether this is significant it is too early to say.  A lot of the sightings were of solitary pairs but 

there was a covey of 10 at Otley at the start of the year and some welcome, sizeable coveys on the eastern 

moors in upper Wharfedale.  There were several sightings on Grassington Moor: in the autumn there were 

10 on Lea Green, 12 - 15 at Hag Dike and ~12 at Conistone Dib.  There were a couple of sightings at Sun 

Lane of a pair with 4 chicks, the first on 13
th
 June, and a pair with a fresh young on Hawksworth Moor on 

3
rd

 August.  Finally, there was actually a garden record this year – of a pair dusting themselves on 21
st
 April 

at Beamsley (N&AB, BOG, OB, CJC, LGD, H&JF, JF, GF&AP, SG, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, PP, PBR, 

PRo, TV*). 

COMMON QUAIL (Corturnix coturnix)            001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare: normally a passage migrant. 

A bird was heard calling just before midnight in a field adjacent to the Sun Lane Nature Reserve on the 17
th
 

June - by the President on a moth-trapping expedition!  This is an extremely rare bird for the area with only 

one sighting, in 1999.  The last time it was heard was in 1981, although dead birds were found in 1985 and 

1982; a nest with eggs was found in the early days of the Society in 1947.  This is Europe’s only migrant 

gamebird with numbers varying considerably from year to year: a few arrive in May with the majority in 

late June and July (PBR) 

COMMON PHEASANT (Phasianus colchicus) (C) 

Common breeding resident subject to extensive rearing/releases: population stable overall. 

This common bird which many people don’t bother to record.  It is subject to significant releases 
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throughout the area ensuring they are numerous in most areas, especially on the valley sides and moorland 

fringes.  There was even a record of a family group in a garden in Ilkley with a pair with 2 newly-born 

chicks on 25
th
 May; these survived to adulthood, but were the only ones from 3 broods which did!  (D&JA, 

N&AB, D&HB, JMC, JF, PG, AMG, GSH, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PP, E&PS, J&PSc, DLR, PRo, 

JTo, TV*, J&SW, WNSB). 

WATER RAIL (Rallus aquaticus)             003 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage/winter visitor. 

This is generally recorded at Otley and occasionally at Sun Lane, but this proved to be a poor year with all 

the records from Otley and then at the start and end of the year – and from the reedbeds, rather than the 

usual ditch near the car park.  A tentative sighting of a bird in flight at the edge of the boating lake on 3
rd

 

January was probably confirmed by a late record of 2 there on Christmas Day, 2004.  Otherwise the only 

other record was of 2 in the reedbeds on 11th December (BOG, JF, PRo). 

MOORHEN (Gallinula chloropus)           097 Sightings/035 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

There appears to be a healthy population of this species, although there has been a problem in the recent 

past of predation from Mink.  The records from the Upper Wharfedale Field Society show that this species 

is much more widely distributed across the entire region than previously realised, although no records were 

received from Langstrothdale.  They appear to be restricted to the lowland reservoirs and watercourses, 

although there was an adult with 1 juvenile at Grimwith on 7
th
 June.  There were no large numbers of birds 

at Otley and Knotford Nook this year, but good numbers at Farnley, with 14 recorded on 21
st
 March.  There 

were a number of breeding records, but also examples of predation.  At Otley, which is a major breeding 

site, there were several records of empty nests but only 1 record of an adult with 2 young.  At Beamsley, 

where a pair took to visiting a garden with 2 juveniles, there was a terrible commotion one day with the 2 

parents rushing around after a stoat, which had taken the 2 chicks (D&AB, N&AB, JF, GF&AP, GSH, 

HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, JP, PP, BQ*, PRo, KR, E&PS, TV*). 

COOT (Fulica atra)               058 Sightings/09 Sites 

Locally common breeding migrant: population stable. 

Much under-reported breeding bird, which undertakes local migration to the most southerly reaches of our 

area in winter.  This species appears to be doing well in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, but is usually 

restricted to only about 7 sites.  It is rarely seen further up the valley; there was a single record from 

Chelker and only one from Upper Wharfedale, from Grimwith, this year.  Most records are from Knotford 

Nook and Otley where wintering numbers are enormous.  The maximum counts during January at 

Knotford and Otley were 300+ and 85 respectively, although there were 150 at Otley at the end of the year.  

Numbers from the various Washburn Reservoirs are small, i.e. typically 1 – 4 but with a maximum count 

of 5 at Fewston in March.  The only breeding records this year were from Otley and Denton Hall.  In the 

former, predation resulted in several empty nests but there were also 3 or 4 successful families (A&DB, 

BOG, JMC, LGD, JF, AMG, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS). 

OYSTERCATCHER (Haematopus ostralegus)           145 Sightings/46 Sites 

Locally common breeding migrant: population probably increasing. 

This is a bird that has widely established itself throughout the area as a breeder in recent times and we have 

all become accustomed to their comic call: pairs of birds, either in the fields or flying along the river, are a 

very common sight in the spring.  It leaves in the winter but its absence seems to be becoming briefer 

every year: this year there were records in all but one month (October), whilst three birds which turned up 

at Bolton Bridge on 23
rd

 December gave every indication from their behaviour that they were here to stay.  

The species is found throughout the region in good numbers; only in Langstrothdale are numbers limited: 

the main concentrations continue to be at Otley (25 peak in mid February) and Grimwith (80 in early 

April), but good numbers were reported elsewhere with 50 in Littondale between Hawkswick and Litton in 

late March.  At the start of the year numbers started building up at the end of January with 26 present at 

Grimwith on 24
th
 January with the last record (apart from the early return mentioned above) being 1/2 

passage birds there on 7
th
 November.  In view of the level of activity in the region the numbers of records 

of breeding are surprisingly limited, perhaps indicating that the species is successful at keeping its young 
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well hidden.  There was an occasional record from Otley (also with reports of some predation) and a record 

26 juveniles at Grimwith on 26
th
 June.  The only other record was of 6 flying young at Denton (MVB, 

A&DB, BB, N&AB, BOG, N&AB, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, JF, K&AH, GSH, N&PH, HJ&BS, 

K&PL, O&DM, PD&JBP, JP, DLR, PRo, JTo, GT, J&SW, WNSB). 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius dubius)           011 Sightings/04 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant: stable population. 

It was another disappointing year for this species with sightings well down on last year (records from 4 

sites in 2004 and 2005 c.f. 9 in 2003).  As usual, records were restricted to sites in mid-Wharfedale and the 

upper Washburn. In the former area there was a brief presence of a single bird at Otley.  Breeding was 

confirmed at only one of the two ‘usual’ sites, where 2 pairs each successfully raised 2 young (DB/OB, 

BOG, JDe, JF, N&MM, PD&JBP, PBR, PRo). 

COMMON RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula)          017 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant: population stable. 

This is in danger of becoming a ‘one-site’ species.  There were no sightings 

from the Washburn this year and only one record of 5 passage birds at Otley 

on 25
th
 August; otherwise all the records were from Grimwith and the nearby 

Mossy Bank Reservoir between 15
th
 January and 25

th
 June and with a peak 

count of 8 from Grimwith on 10
th
 March (AB*, BOG, JMC, JF, PG, AMG, 

PD&JBP, JP, PRo, E&PS, TV*, J&SW). 

 

GOLDEN PLOVER (Pluvialis apricaria)            052 Sightings/18 Sites 

Uncommon moorland breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably in decline. 

There were a significant number of sightings from a large variety of locations, but with the majority of 

sightings concentrated on the moors to the south – only a limited number of sightings were from the north 

(from the moors to the east and at the top end of Littondale).  There were enormous pre-breeding flocks on 

Sandwith Moor with 8,000 recorded on 25
th
 March: by comparison, the largest flock in the north was ~200 

over Hebden Moor on 19
th
 February.  The species is being affected by climate change.  It is breeding 

significantly earlier than it was 20 years ago but its main prey, the cranefly, is not adapting at the same rate 

and this is affecting successful brood sizes.  Breeding (or breeding behaviour) was reported from several 

moors around mid-Wharfedale (Burley, where only a few birds were recorded), Ilkley, Rocking Hall, 

Round Hill and Beamsley, although it was felt to have been a poor breeding season with breeding numbers 

down.  The only juveniles seen were on Burley Moor where they were recorded on the 16
th
 June.  Flock 

sizes were much smaller in the autumn with 100+ at Sandwith (October) and ~60 at Grimwith (December).  

Birds used to breed at the latter site 10 years ago but there were no records from there during the breeding 

season (MVB, DA, AB*, N&AB, BOG, JDe, JF, GF&AP, PG, D&ML, LL, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, 

PBR, DLR, PRo, GT, TV*, J&SW). 

NORTHERN LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus)            163 Sightings/64 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population may be declining. 

Our area remains a stronghold for this species – although numbers may have declined, the reduction has 

been nothing like as marked as the national picture for lowland areas.  This is a breeding bird in our area 

that usually migrates west and/or south out of the recording area in winter.  Winter sightings of large flocks 

are thought likely to be from the continent.  There were several large flocks of 300 birds during January, 

but the largest was of 670 at Denton on 24
th
 January and between 600 and 800 on Sandwith Moor on 8

th
 

February.  In the autumn there were 500 at Chelker on 27
th
 October and ~700 at Denton Hall on 16

th
 

November.  The species is recorded throughout most of the area (although no records were received from 

Langstrothdale), with rather fewer records and of fewer birds recorded in the north.  Breeding was 

widespread across the moors of mid-Wharfedale but several observers reported it to have been a poor year 

(at Otley because of predation and chilling of the chicks).  Typical adult numbers during the breeding 

season at two of the main sites were 27 at Otley and 18 at Grimwith.  Incidentally, I have become 

increasing conscious during the writing of this report of the amount of predation and death that occurs 

during the breeding season.  This year a young lapwing, ringed at its nest on Sandwith Moor, was struck by 



84 

a car 25 days later and only 2 km away (D&JA, MVB, A&CB*, D&AB, AB*, N&AB, BOG, JMC, EC*, 

CJC, JDe, H&JF, JF, GF&AP, PG, AMG, N&PH, D&RH, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, 

PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, DLR,  PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*, J&SW). 

DUNLIN (Calidris alpina)              005 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce passage visitor: probably still breeds in the area but numbers much reduced. 

Records of this species, and the number of sites at which it is recorded, continue to decline (with sites 

down from 6 in 2003).  However, the year started with its most impressive record of the year when 10 

birds were recorded at Mossy Bank on 1
st
 May.  The only other record during the breeding season was of a 

single bird at Grimwith on 15
th
 June, although sightings are rather determined by the extent to which 

members have tramped the moors during the critical breeding period (e.g. last year 2 agitated birds were 

recorded from the top of Buckden Pike).  All the other (3) records were of passage birds: 2 birds at 

Grimwith on 1
st
 August and 12

th
 September, and 5 at Otley on 25

th
 August (AB*, BOG, JF, SG). 

JACK SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minimus)            003 Sightings/02 Sites 

Rare migrant/winter visitor. 

It was a poor year for sightings of this species with 2 records from Otley in February – with 2 on 5
th
 and 3 

on 12
th
.  At the end of the year there was 1 at Arncliffe on 21

st
 November.  This is one of our most 

secretive birds and English Nature has a project to ring this species at their Reserve at Lower Derwent 

Valley to find out more about their behaviour – so far only 5 have been ringed there since 1999!  (BOG, 

TV*). 

COMMON SNIPE (Gallinago gallinago)            041 Sightings/20 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population either stable or in shallow decline. 

This is a well-established breeding species in the area thanks to the extensive availability of its breeding 

habitat of marshland (albeit much reduced from the historical position), especially around moorland sites.  

It will usually be under-recorded because of its secretive habits outside the breeding season, although they 

did seem scarcer this year for the second year running and the number of sightings and sites where birds 

were observed were only just over half of the 2003 figures.  They can be recorded anywhere in the region 

with Otley remaining the location which produces the most sightings from around the reed beds, with a 

peak of 10 on 12
th
 February.  Other significant counts were of 4 on Foxup Moor on 27

th
 May and 5 from 

Grimwith on 2
nd

 June (including 2 displaying pairs).  At the end of the summer, there were 17 passage 

birds moving through Kex Ghyll on 20
th
 September (AB*, N&AB, BOG, CJC, JDe, JF, GF&AP, D&ML, 

K&PL, GL*, PP, PRo, TV*, J&SW, WNSB). 

WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticola)             027 Sightings/18 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant/winter visitor: probably in decline. 

It is thought to breed extensively throughout the area at appropriate sites.  Numbers are supplemented by 

continental migrants in winter with resident birds thought to over-winter if not too cold.  At the start of the 

year sightings were recorded from the usual sites in mid-Wharfedale and from around Grassington between 

late March and June with the peak count, as usual, being from Timble with 6 on 24
th
 May.  However the 

most exciting time for this species was in the autumn with an irruption of Continental birds from 

Scandinavia and Siberia.  There were 12 sightings between the end of October and the end of the year, 9 of 

them from the north no doubt helped by the fact that a BTO survey was being carried out there during the 

critical period (BOG, EC*, JDe, JF, GSH, K&PL, GL*, JP, PBR, PRo, E&PS, B&PS, TV*, WNSB). 

WHIMBREL (Numenius phacopus)             003 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

It was a poor year for this species with all the records from Otley: 2 of passage birds in the spring and 1 in 

the autumn.  2 were recorded heading north on 20
th
 April and 5 coming into roost on 6

th
 May.  In the 

autumn there were 4 on 22
nd

 August (BOG, SG). 

CURLEW (Numenius arquata)             126 Sightings/63 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable. 

A widespread breeding bird throughout the area at suitable sites, it usually moves west and south for 

winter.  It was recorded from all parts of the region, although with a comment that 2 years ago this species 

was never seen in the Washburn but that it was now seen on most walks there.  Birds are present in the 
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Wharfe valley bottom, for part of the winter at least, if there is no severe weather to drive them away; these 

may well be continental birds.  It appears to be doing well.  As usual there was a large flock in the Denton 

area during January with ~200 on 25
th
 January on the Wharfe at Askwith: birds were also present at 

Knotford Nook and Otley early in February with 25-30 at each site.  The first record in the north was from 

Lea Green on 6
th
 March.  Numbers were smaller at the end of the year with the only records of flocks of 

40-50 being from Denton on 26
th
 September and the Middleton Hospital Site on 11

th
 September, and ~100 

at the former site at the end of the year.  Good numbers of young were ringed on the moors around mid-

Wharfedale (with the young from 6 nests ringed on Burley Moor on 23
rd

 May) (A&CB*, AB*, N&AB, 

BOG, JMC, EC*, JDe, H&JF, JF, PG, AMG, GSH, N&PH, FH*, D&RH, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, PD&JBP, 

JP, PP, BQ*, PRo, KR, E&PS, HS, GT, JTo, TV*, J&SW, WNSB). 

COMMON REDSHANK (Tringa totanus)            061 Sightings/22 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

There appears to have been a slow decline in the number of sightings and sites over the last three years; 

records continue to be received from across much of the region.  Sites included several in the Washburn, 

Otley, the mid-Wharfedale moors (including Blubberhouses, Denton, Hawksworth, Burley, Ilkley, 

Middleton and Beamsley) and, in the north, from Grimwith, Linton, Grass Wood, Kilnsey and Mossy Bank 

Reservoir.  Peak counts were 7 at Grimwith on 23
rd

 March at 8 at Otley on 15
th
 April.  Good numbers were 

ringed in mid-Wharfedale including 5 successful pairs at Ling Park Plantation on Middleton Moor.  The 

last record was of several on Blubberhouses Moor on 28
th
 June, apart from a passage bird at Otley on 29

th
 

August (MHA, AB*, N&AB, BOG, OB, JMC, EC*, CJC, JDe, JF, PG, AMG, GSH, K&PL, GL*, 

PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, PRo, E&PS, TV*, J&SW, WNSB). 

COMMON GREENSHANK (Tringa nebularia)           001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage visitor. 

This species is recorded virtually every year, but this was a poor year with only one sighting at Grimwith 

on 12
th
 September (JF). 

GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus)            001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage visitor. 

This is another species which is recorded in most years (last year was the first year without a sighting since 

1992), but never in large numbers.  There was a single bird in the Lindley Wood area on 27
th
 June (BOG). 

COMMON SANDPIPER (Actitis hypoleucos)            067 Sightings/28 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: national population decline not apparent locally. 

This is a common sight, and present throughout the area at suitable sites in spring/summer.  A good 

number of records were received, usually of 1 or 2 birds, between 15
th
 April and 16

th
 September.  There 

were sightings throughout Washburn, along the complete length of the Wharfe up into Langstrothdale, 

along the Skirfare, and from Grimwith Reservoir.  Grimwith remains a stronghold for this species with 

probably up to 4 pairs.  The survey there gave some indication of the frenetic breeding timescales for this 

species.  The incubation time for this species is 3 weeks followed by fledging taking 4 weeks, i.e. 7 weeks 

total.  By comparison, the birds were first recorded in mid-April and had all gone by early August (a 

maximum of 17 weeks with most gone before the end of June, i.e. 12 weeks from first arrival): the peak 

count was 20 on 15
th
 June and dropped rapidly thereafter.  Subsequently, birds are believed to migrate 

across the Sahara to West Africa (A&CB*, N&AB, EC*, CJC, JDe, JF, GF&AP, PG, SG, GSH, JHe&RC, 

D&ML, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, E&PS, BQ*, DLR, PRo, GT, J&SW, TV*, WNSB). 

MEDITERRANEAN GULL (Larus melanocephalus)           003 Sightings/03 Sites 

Rare visitor. 

This species, which was only seen for the first time in 1987, has become a regular visitor most years since 

the mid-1990's.  There were 2 sightings in the Otley area in the last half of September, and a first winter 

bird at Knotford Nook on 3
rd

 December (BOG, JDe). 

BLACK HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus) (C) 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be declining after big increase in 

recent decades. 

This species winters in the area in large numbers with mixed roosts of 3,000+ at Swinsty, the primary site, 
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in January, rising to a remarkable 5,000+ on 7
th
 February.  There is also a roost in the north at Grimwith 

(see next entry).  At the start of the year there were 175 there on 14
th
 January: it was larger in the autumn 

with 550 on 30
th
 October.  These large roosts commence in late September and build to a peak by February 

then rapidly diminish towards the breeding season.  At Otley, for example, wintering numbers of ~ 150 had 

reduced to 30+ by early March and started building up again in August with numbers of 200+ being 

reported by the end of the year.  Breeding occurs on local moors insofar as it is allowed by gamekeepers, 

who usually discourage large colonies.  The main site is at Upper Barden where it was estimated there 

were 3,000 pairs in May last year: numbers weren’t counted this year but 450 chicks were ringed there on 

19
th
 June.  Most gulls seen in mid-Wharfedale through the year will be of this species - one observer has 

described them in the past as ‘numerous and ubiquitous’ – with occasional records of numbers of common 

gulls.  This species is also seen throughout the north of the region but usually in small numbers since 

common gulls are much more frequent there, although there were over 100 in the fields around 

Grassington on 17
th
 February (D&AB, N&AB, BOG, JMC, EC*, JDe, H&JF, JF, PG, AMG, HJ&BS, 

D&ML, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, JP, PP, BQ*, DLR,  KR, E&PS, TV*, WNSB). 

COMMON GULL (Larus canus)             075 Sightings/35 Sites 

Common passage/winter visitor: small number of breeding records. 

This is a species which usually only winters in the area, although a few immatures have been observed 

through summer and a small number are thought to breed in the Upper Barden black-headed gull colony.  

Up to 2 winters ago common gulls were known to roost at Malham, Embsay and Barden Moor.   A survey 

at that time from Barden gave a nil return but gulls were observed streaming northwards; they were later 

discovered roosting at Grimwith.  There were sightings of ~2,200 there on 14
th
 January and 30

th
 October.   

Large numbers were also present at Swinsty (see above entry).   At Otley, there were 300 on 3
rd

 February 

but this had dropped to only 40 a month later.   The species is common in the countryside in the north.  

Littondale remains a popular winter feeding area, especially in the fields below Arncliffe, where there were 

flocks totalling 510 on 25
th
 May; they were virtually entirely of this species with only one or two black-

headed and lesser black-backed gulls.  There were also good numbers (150) at Ghaistrill’s Strid on 20
th
 

March (D&JA, MVB, JDe, EC*, JF, GF&AP, PG, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, E&PS, 

TV*, WNSB). 

HERRING GULL (Larus argentatus)             015 Sightings/06 Sites 

Uncommon visitor breeding at one known locality. 

Less common than other Gulls with just a few reports each year mainly, this year, from Grimwith, where 

16 were reported on the 6
th
 September, and a juvenile was seen on 24

th
 September.  There are a small 

number of breeding pairs at the Upper Barden Black-headed Gull colony.  The highest number (44) was 

reported from the fields around Chelker on 23
rd

 January.  Other sightings of between 1 and 3 birds were 

from Arncliffe Cote, Barden. Otley and Timble (BQ*, GL*, JP, PQ*, TV*). 

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL (Larus michahellis)           002 Sightings/02 Sites 

Rare visitor. 

There were two sightings: at Otley on 21
st
 August and at Grimwith on 2

nd
 October, the first time this 

species has been recorded in the area.  This was originally the race of herring gull found in the 

Mediterranean region, i.e. Larus argentatus michahellis.  Although many parts of the world split this off as 

a separate species some time ago, the BOU has chosen to take a more structured view on gull 

classification, believing that there aspects which needed to be taken into account before a rationale 

structure could emerge.  The species was added to the British list in October 2005 (BOG, JP) 

CASPIAN GULL (Larus argentatus cachinnans)           001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare visitor. 

A bird was seen at Otley on 23
rd

 August, the first time it has been recorded in our area.  The earlier 

comments on the yellow-legged gull also apply here, although the BOU is still carrying out research on 

this species and is not yet prepared to spilt it off from the herring gull as a separate species (BOG) 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus)           052 Sightings/15 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: probably declining due to control at breeding sites. 

This species both winters in the area and breeds on local moors, when not disturbed by gamekeepers 
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concerned by their propensity to eat anything that moves!  There were good numbers of reports this year 

because of the Grimwith survey, where they are frequently seen.  During summer up to 25 were reported 

there in July and September, mainly adults, whilst there were 100+ at a roost on the last day of the year.  

The only other record of reasonable numbers was of 39, 1
st
 winter birds at Swinsty on 23

rd
 January.  

Otherwise there were occasional sightings of small numbers, generally 1 or 2, throughout the year and 

from across the region.  They occasionally feed along the river but are generally recorded flying over 

(EC*, JDe, JF, PG, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, E&PS, TV*, WNSB). 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus            020 Sightings/07 Sites 

Uncommon passage/winter visitor. 

A few birds winter in the area eventually flying north to their breeding grounds, although the odd immature 

may stay all year.  Like the previous species, sightings were up this year because of the Grimwith survey, 

where it is an occasional visitor, often with single birds but sometimes with good numbers reported.  The 

maximum was 21 there on 14
th
 January (11 adults, immature and 9 juveniles), with 5 adults and a juvenile 

present on 24
th
 September.  There was also an exception number (19) at Chelker on 23

rd
 January.  Other 

sightings were scarce and usually of only 1 to 3 birds (BOG, JDe, JF, PG, GL*, JP, JTo, TV*, J&SW). 

COMMON TERN (Sterna hirundo)             014 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant: occasionally breeds. 

The first sighting of returning birds was on 23
rd

 April with 3 present on 1
st
 May.  The first attempt at 

nesting proved unsuccessful with predation occurring either at the end of incubation or shortly after the 

young were hatched.  The bird was on a second batch (of 3 eggs) on 11
th
 June and this time 2 young were 

hatched and ringed on 9
th
 July, with the third egg pecked out.  As though the loss of the first batch was not 

bad enough, there was a report of the two adults having to defend the young against a third adult on 3
rd

 

July.  The last record was of 2 birds fishing on 30
th
 July.  There was a report during the year that a bird 

ringed at Otley as a chick on 10
th
 June 2002 had been sighted at Seaforth on Merseyside on 9

th
 August 

2004 and may well have bred there (N&AB, BOG, JF, SG, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, JTo). 

ARCTIC TERN (Sterna paradisaea)             001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage migrant. 

This species is recorded on passage in perhaps 4 years in every decade.  There was a single passage bird at 

Otley on 1
st
 May (BOG). 

FERAL PIGEON (Columba livia) (C) 

Uncommon resident breeder: population probably stable. 

This species is vastly under-recorded.  It is mainly seen in the urban areas of Ilkley and Otley with a few 

small groups also in rural areas.  There was a peak count of 30 at Otley in December.  There were also rare 

sightings from the north of the region with 1 at Grimwith in April and a pair at Kettlewell in November 

(D&AB, JF, PG, K&PL, PP). 

STOCK DOVE (Columba oenas)             029 Sightings/17 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

This is very much a rural bird in the area and is certainly under-recorded.  Extensive observations in the 

Washburn valley over the years suggest that this area is a stronghold (with a peak count of 18 at Sword 

Point in March), although sightings were received throughout Wharfedale (up into Langstrothdale) and 

from Littondale.  Numbers recorded were typically between 1 and 3, although 20 were recorded at 

Beamsley in November and 9 at Grimwith in July.  There were records of breeding from Washburn with 2 

young ringed at Norwood Bottom and a pair of eggs in each of 2 boxes on Sandwith Moor (MVB, LGD, 

JF, GF&AP, K&PL, GL*, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, TV*). 

WOOD PIGEON (Columba palumbus) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

This is an under-recorded species (with records of sightings rather than including counts of flock sizes).  It 

is usually present all year in good numbers throughout the area but with a tendency to move to the lower 

parts of the valleys in winter or disappearing entirely in severe cold spells.  Large flocks were recorded at 

several widely dispersed sites in the region in the first part of the year with 100 at Grass Wood in January, 

150 in Leathley in March, 60 on the Chevin in April and 50 in Otley in May.  The presence of large flocks 
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of this species is usually a good indication about the levels of local food supplies.  Numbers appeared to be 

much lower in the autumn because of a poor season for natural food supplies and no records were received 

of sizeable flocks.  Breeding tends to go un-reported, although there was an adult with a juvenile in an 

Ilkley garden in mid-April and a record of one collecting nesting material in a Menston garden in early 

May (D&AB, N&AB, EC*, JF, PG, GSH, N&PH, HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, 

J&PSc, B&PS, TV*, WNSB). 

COLLARED DOVE (Streptopelia decaocto) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

This species is also much under-recorded, except in gardens, so that it is difficult to draw any firm 

conclusions on its distribution across the region.  However, it tends to be concentrated in urban, suburban 

and village environments.  It was a regular garden visitor to many gardens from Addingham through to 

Menston and Otley, but is surprisingly rare in rural habitats.  It was reported that it was now established in 

Grassington but was less common further up the dale.  It is often present in gardens in good numbers, with 

10 in a Menston garden in December.  A dove is usually regarded as a symbol of peace, but one attacked 

and killed another in an Ilkley garden in November!  (D&AB, EC*, N&PH, HJ&BS, K&PL,GL*, PP, 

DLR, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, B&PS, TV*). 

RING-NECKED PARAKEET (Psittacula krameri)           *** Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare locally released (presumably) species. 

A parakeet species (quite possibly a ring-necked and almost certainly an escapee) was reported in 

Addingham from mid-December.  It has not been included in this year list but this report will be updated 

next year if further information is received. 

CUCKOO (Cuculus canorus)              055 Sightings/38 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant: population declining. 

Addingham pipped Ilkley this year for the first record - on Addingham Moorside (on 23
rd

 April – the same 

date as last year), although it was honours even since the sighting was by an Ilkley reporter!  Reports were 

received from across the region, apart from Littondale.  Numbers again seemed limited and it felt rather 

more of a struggle to see a bird than it was two or three years ago; a lot of the records were of birds heard 

rather than seen.  Most records received were of single birds.  There were probably at least 3 birds on 

Ilkley Moor between Burley and Addingham (and there were 2 records of 3 birds), and 2 were heard in 

eastern Langstrothdale.  In the Washburn it was reported that there were never more than 2 birds heard on 

regular walks.  Several meadow pipits, fed up with their treatment at the hands of cuckoos, were seen 

mobbing one as it sat on a rock on Burley Moor in early May.  The season for this species is short and, as 

usual, the last one was heard on Ilkley Moor on 14
th
 June.  However, there were 2 records of young this 

year – from Otley on 27
th
 August and Barden on 7

th
 August (MVB, BOG, DB, EC*, CJC, LGD, J&JD, 

H&JF, JF, SG, GSH, JHe&RC, D&RH, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, JP, BQ*, PBR, PRo, PS*, GT, JTo, J&SW, 

TV*, WNSB). 

BARN OWL (Tyto alba)              002 Sightings/01 Sites 
Rare visitor 

After many years without any sightings until 2004, there were 2 reports of successful breeding, one just 

outside the WNS area.  The pair within the area successfully raised 3 young.  The second pair may have 

been nesting in the same place for some years.  The adult was recorded as being on 7 eggs on 31
st
 July and 

there were 4 healthy young on 27
th
 September with 2 almost fledged (BOG, PRo) 

TAWNY OWL (Strix aluco)              057 Sightings/26 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

There was a recovery from last year’s poor sightings record, no doubt reflecting the very much better 

breeding year this year.  Reports were received from across the region, with birds around Arncliffe and 

Hubberholme church-yards being particularly vocal during the day, whilst another was being mobbed by 

blue tits, wrens and song thrushes in Grass Wood at 09.30 one morning in August!  The local ringer who 

only ringed 3 young in one nest in mid-Wharfedale last year was kept busy this year with 19 juveniles 

ringed in 10 nests.  One parent, who was obviously playing safe, was found to have filled up the nest with 

a copious supply of dead rats!  There were some casualties with 2 young in one nest probably predated by 
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a neighbour, the odd addled egg, whilst another nest was taken over by jackdaws.  There were several 

other reports of young from the Washburn and the woods above Grassington (MVB, A&CB*, BOG, EC*, 

JDe, JF, GSH, N&PH, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, JP, BQ*, DLR, PRo, JTo, TV*, WNSB). 

LONG-EARED OWL (Asio otus)             014 Sightings/06 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant. 

Our knowledge of this species owes a lot to the work spear-headed by a local birder, Andy Jowett, who has 

not only located 12 breeding pairs (3 of which are just outside the WNS area), but has also provided 

hanging baskets which have proved very popular with the nesting adults.  It proved to be a very successful 

season with 1 pair raising 3 young and all the others 2 each.  There were also 2 records of up to 2 birds in 

the Bolton Abbey estate area (BOG, GF&AP, PRo, JTo). 

SHORT EARED OWL (Asio flammeus)            030 Sightings/18 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/resident: population either stable or in shallow decline. 

This species mostly vacates our area in winter and most sightings this year were between 16
th
 February and 

27
th
 October, although there were several records from Barden of 1 or 2 birds during January, and a report 

that there may have been 2 at Grimwith at the end of the year.  Most sightings were reported from the 

moors of mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, although there were also records of birds on the moors 

around Grassington in March and April (where a bird was reported to have spent the winter of 2004) and at 

the head of Littondale.  There was one confirmed record of breeding with 3 young reported to be flying 

well on 4
th
 July, and also a record of a bird carrying food at another site (AB*, BOG, DB/OB, JDe, JF, 

GF&AP, SG, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, PBR, PRo, HS, GT). 

LITTLE OWL (Athene noctua)             064 Sightings/32 Sites 

Locally common breeding resident: population stable. 

Generally seems to be doing well.  Records were received from across the area, with 

a significantly higher proportion from the north, where they appeared particularly 

well represented in Littondale.  Many of the sightings were of single birds, but pairs 

were recorded from 10 sites.  There were 3 records of breeding (MVB, BB, N&AB, 

BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, J&JD, H&JF, JF, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, 

PRo, JTo). 

 

EUROPEAN NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus europaeus)            

009 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant – bred in area for several years running. 

A bird was first recorded at a site in the Washburn on 24
th
 May but did not start 

‘churring’ until the 26
th
.  A perched male was seen 2

nd
 June with the female some 

yards away, but no eggs were found.  The female was on 2 eggs a week later and 

still incubating them on 23
rd

 June.  Unfortunately 2 young were predated a little later 

when they were 3-5 days old.  The adults were still in the area up until 9
th
 July 

(thereafter only the male was still present), but no second nest was found.  Overall this species is doing 

well nationally.  There are now 4,000 males countrywide, more than double the figure in 1980.  The key 

area in Yorkshire remains the North Yorkshire Moors where the number of males has grown from 85, 12 

years ago, to 209 in 2004.  These improvements reflect the felling of huge, packed stands of firs which had 

reduced the nesting opportunities on native heathlands.  There has been a lot of felling in the vicinity of the 

nest site and it is to be hoped that this may encourage additional nesting opportunities here over the next 

few years (BOG, GF&AP, PBR, PRo, HS, GT, WNSB). 

SWIFT (Apus apus) (C) 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable/may be in shallow decline. 

This is a species that is primarily recorded in the periods shortly after its arrival and immediately before its 

departure.  It was recorded throughout Wharfedale with the highest concentrations in the lower valleys, 

and with nest sites typically in urban areas.  The highest number (of several hundred) was again at Otley on 

8
th
 May.  In the north there were 40-50 flying very high over Grimwith, with most only visible through 

binoculars, in mid-June.  There was also a good number over Halton Ghyll (10-15) early in that month.  
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Generally, though, sightings throughout the area were much smaller and generally in single figures (SB, 

MVB, BB, AB*, N&AB, BOG, D&HB, EC*, JDe, PG, GSH, JHe&RC, D&RH, LL, K&PL, GL*, 

O&DM, PP, BQ*, DLR,  PRo, E&PS, GT, TV*, WNSB). 

KINGFISHER (Alcedo atthis)              083Sightings/35 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident along suitable rivers and lagoons: population probably stable/slightly 

increasing. 

There were good numbers of reports, primarily along the Wharfe and throughout the region up as far as 

Yockenthwaite.  In Littondale there were sightings at Skirfare Bridge and several around Arncliffe.  The 

species is less common in the Washburn and sightings dropped back to 2 (from a very high 9 sightings last 

year), both in the post-breeding dispersion period in August, from Swinsty and Lindley Wood.  There were 

an encouraging number of records of breeding this year, all along the river and over an extended period 

between mid-May and early August.  At Denton, 2 broods each of 4 were ringed on 12
th
 May and 8

th
 

August.  In the Otley area there were broods of 4 and 5, although the eggs in a third nest were deserted.  

There was a record of breeding at Burley, 3 juveniles at Ben Rhydding (7
th
 July) and young being fed at 

Addingham (14
th
 June).  Further up the river there were regular sightings of a family at Hebden Beck in 

June.  A juvenile had a lucky escape in Burley: it flew into a house window in Hall Drive, was taken into 

care, revived, and flew away next day (BA, DA, MHA, MVB, AB*, N&AB, BOG, D&HB, EC*, JDe, 

LGD, HD*, JF, D&ML, LL, K&PL, GL*, JL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, GT, JTo, 

TV*, J&SW). 

GREEN WOODPECKER (Picus viridis)            062 Sightings/41 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

The species appears to be holding its own throughout the area with some recovery in sightings after last 

year’s fall.  It is often detected by its distinctive 'yaffle', so that the majority of records were from the first 

part of the year when it is most vocal.  There were sightings throughout the area with good numbers of 

records from the Washburn, the Bolton Abbey Estate and around Grassington, all areas which are well 

matched to this species’ needs.  The vast majority of records received were of single birds, with only 3 

records of 2 birds and 1 of 3 (from the Lindley Wood to Dob Park area on 15
th
 April).  All the records of 

young were from the north of the region with single juveniles reported at Long Ashes near Grassington on 

17
th
 July and Buckden on 17

th
 August (MVB, BOG, D&HB, EC*, CJC, JF, SG, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, 

PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, PBR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*). 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopus major)          119 Sightings/51 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

There were a good number of reports for a species that is generally felt to be doing well in our area in line 

with national trends.  The species is fairly common to common throughout the more wooded parts of the 

area and was widely recorded as far up as Yockenthwaite and in Littondale up to Litton.  There were 

widespread reports of drumming from the end of February.  It is also a favourite and well-recorded garden 

bird, and there were records of young coming to feeders from Ilkley and Addingham in July.  There were 

numerous reports of juveniles from right across the area and up as far as Grass Wood (SB, MVB, D&AB, 

BB, N&AB, DB, BOG, EC*, JDe, LGD, J&JD, JF, SG, GSH, N&PH, HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, JP, PP, DLR,  

PRo, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, GT, TV*, J&SW, WNSB). 

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopus minor)          012 Sightings/09 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident: population possibly in decline. 

This species is not far from the northern limit of its range and remains difficult to find.  It is also red-listed 

because of the rapid decline (>50%) in the UK breeding population in the last 25 years.  After a disastrous 

plunge in the number of sightings and sights last year there was a recovery this year (2003 – 9 sightings, 9 

sites: 2004 – 3 and 3 and 2005 – 12 and 8/9).  The most reliable places to see this elusive species remain 

Strid Woods and Farnley, with sightings there between February and April.  There was a welcome addition 

to one of the WNS birding days out when one was spotted near Dob Park Bridge on 22
nd

 May.  Elsewhere, 

there were sightings along the river at Knotford Nook and Burley, and from the Grassington area at Grass 

Wood and Netherside Hall.  However the highlight of the year was undoubtedly of an adult bringing 2 

juveniles into a garden feeder in Leathley (BOG, FD, JF, GF&AP, JHe&RC, K&PL, PRo, GT, JTo, TV*). 
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SKYLARK (Alauda arvensis)              048 Sightings/30 Sites 

Common breeding resident: national population decline but probably holding own in area. 

There is a national population decline of this species but it may be holding up in our area, although it is not 

well recorded.  This is one of the species which has very much benefited from the provision of the records 

from Upper Wharfedale where it is found in good numbers: more than half the records received are now 

from this region.  Otherwise it is found at favoured sites spread throughout mid-Wharfedale and the 

Washburn.  It is generally recorded from early in the year through into the autumn: this year the first 

sighting was Sword Point in the Washburn on 7
th
 February and the last, of 2 at Kettlewell, on 17

th
 

September, a rather earlier date than usual.  Many of the highest counts were from the north of the region 

with a ‘whopping’ 15 recorded singing on the moors above Arncliffe in mid-March, 6 singing males at 

Barras on Grassington Moor, and 5 at Grimwith.  In the south 5 were recorded at Sandwith Moor (EC*, 

CJC, JDe, H&JF, JF, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, PBR, E&PS, TV*, J&SW, WNSB). 

SAND MARTIN (Riparia riparia)             083 Sightings/30 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population fluctuates. 

Good-sized nesting colonies were noted all along the Wharfe at suitable sites up to Starbotton and, in 

Littondale, at Skirfare Bridge and below Arncliffe.  There was a general feeling that, like 2004, it had been 

a very good year for this species – that numbers were up and breeding had gone well.  Many of the 

colonies, especially upstream, are quite small with perhaps 10-30 nests, although the colony at Arncliffe is 

large with ~50 nests.  The largest reported flock sightings were of 275+ at Otley on 8
th
 April and 200+ at 

Knotford Nook the following day.  The largest colonies appear to be between Otley and Ben Rhydding.  

The 50 nests at Otley paper Mill produced 2 broods, whilst at the Denton site opposite Ben Rhydding 

gravel pits 266 young were ringed plus 21 re-traps on 18
th
 June (DA, MB, MVB, A&CB*, N&AB, BOG, 

OB, D&HB, EC*, JDe, J&JD, JF, SG, GSH, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, PP, PBR, PRo, E&PS, TV*, 

WNSB). 

BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica) (C) 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline. 

This species appears to be well distributed throughout the area, mainly in rural areas wherever suitable 

nesting sites exist.  The main talking point at the beginning of the migration season was ‘Where have all 

the swallows gone?’  The first arrival, a single bird at Addingham on 24
th
 March, was quite early, but the 

bulk did not arrive for at least another 2 or 3 weeks.  Various scare stories were proposed including losses 

because of the widespread use of insecticide in North Africa because of a plague of locusts there, but the 

eventual conclusion was that it had been the weather.  Swallows migrate in the daylight and they had been 

held up by dense cloud and heavy rain across Southern France and the Pyrenees, with a lot biding their 

time in Spain.  The largest flocks reported were in the spring with 100 at Knotford Nook on 20
th
 April and 

320 at Otley on 1
st
 May: later in the year the largest recorded number was 100+ at Denton on 29

th
 August.  

It was a disappointing breeding year at the main ringing site at Knotford Nook.  A total of 119 young were 

ringed there from 38 nests (3.1/nest) which compares very unfavourably with the previous 2 years results.  

In 2004, a similar number was produced from only 25 nests, i.e. 4.7/nest.  The poor 2005 figures resulted 

because of the large number of deserted eggs and predated young (10 nests out of the 38) (SB, A&CB*, 

N&AB, BOG, D&HB, EC*, CJC, JDe, H&JF, JF, GF&AP, PG, SG, D&RH, D&ML, LL, K&PL, GL*, 

PD&JBP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, TV*, J&SW). 

HOUSE MARTIN (Delichon urbica)             032 Sightings/22 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline. 

This species was recorded throughout the area, although it is a little difficult to assess its health since the 

number of sightings varies significantly from year to year.  2003 was generally reckoned to have been a 

poor year with last year significantly better: this year, judging by the records, was somewhere in between.  

Like the previous species, this one was late arriving for the same reason.  There were no records of large 

numbers in the spring and early summer (most being of numbers in single figures), although there were no 

comments of the species being scarce: there was a record of good numbers of young being fed (200+ of 

adults and young) in Denton on 28
th
 July, with the highest number 400+ of mainly martins, with a few 

swallows, at the end of the season on Burley Moor on 4
th
 September.  There were several records of 
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successful breeding in mid-Wharfedale (MVB SB, BOG, D&HB, CJC, JDe, JF, SG, N&PH, K&PL, GL*, 

PD&JBP, PBR, PRo, E&PS, GT, TV*, J&SW, WNSB). 

MEADOW PIPIT (Anthus pratensis)             072 Sightings/33 Sites 

Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population in decline nationally but probably holding 

up locally. 

This species moves off the high ground in the winter; many remain in the lowland regions of the UK, 

although large numbers winter in southern Europe in Iberia.  Nevertheless there were sightings in the 

region in every month – from 15
th
 January (Grimwith) to 28

th
 December (Barden) – although there were 

only single sightings of single birds in January and February.  This is another species which is probably 

under-recorded.  Some indications of the numbers of birds on Pennine moorlands can be gained from the 

BOG visual migration records from the moors and reservoirs around Howarth where birds are observed 

flying through for a month from mid-September, and peak counts reached 2000/day at a single location.  

Good numbers were recorded from many of the moors around mid-Wharfedale (17 pairs were counted in a 

walk on Burley and Hawksworth Moors and there were ‘plenty’ on Askwith Moor), although there was a 

report that it was a poor breeding year on Burley Moor.  It is also a common breeding bird on moors in the 

north of the region and sightings were received from many of those moors, with a circular walk around 

Grimwith during April producing over 30 sightings (N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, H&JF, JF, K&AH, 

D&RH, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, DLR, PRo, GT, WNSB). 

TREE PIPIT (Anthus trivialis)              038 Sightings/14 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing. 

Unlike its close relative, the meadow pipit, this species is a long-range migrant (to Africa).  The first 

record was from west of Otley, where 2 birds were recorded on 17
th
 April.  It remains uncommon in the 

area, although it is probably a species which can easily be overlooked.  The species can be found at several 

locations within the Washburn and its ‘stronghold’ in the south remains south Timble where 2 or 3 pairs 

were recorded. A bird was observed in display flight there in late April and others seen carrying food on 9
th
 

and 23
rd

 July.  The other stronghold is in the north in and around Grass Wood: several singing males were 

reported in Grass Wood, Bastow Wood and Lower Grass Wood and across the river in Long Ashes; an 

adult and juvenile were reported from Low Grass Wood on 13
th
 June.  Other sites where the species was 

recorded were above Hebers Ghyll in the south; in the north a bird was seen carrying food at Grimwith on 

26
th
 June and 4 were recorded on a walk in Langstrothdale, slightly down on last year it was reported 

(MVB, BOG, CJC, JDe, AP&GF, PBR, PRo). 

YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla flava)            025 Sightings/11 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: just about holding on despite significant decline over recent 

decades. 

One of the finest birding sights in the Dales is of a bobbing male yellow wagtail perched on a dry-stone 

wall in the summer sunshine.  Experiencing this still remains possible in Littondale, the stronghold for this 

species.  Records were received from a small number of sites ranging from the mouth of the Skirfare up 

onto the higher ground and across to Malham Tarn (outside the WNS area) between 13
th
 May and 17

th
 

August.  Numbers were never high, with 5-7 being the highest number recorded at 1 site.  Juveniles or 

signs of breeding were received from 3 sites, with 5 juveniles recorded at one site.  Sadly, there was only 

one reported sighting of a pair in Wharfedale itself – from Kettlewell in June.  Passage birds were recorded 

at Otley on 1
st
 May and 21

st
 August (but none from Knotford this year, usually a reliable site for passage 

birds).  There were also a couple of sightings around Grassington on 29
th
 April and 16

th
 August (MVB, 

BOG, EC*, JDe, JF, GF&AP, SG, GSH, GL*, PD&JBP, TV*, J&SW). 

GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla cinerea)             096 Sightings/54 Sites 

Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population probably increasing. 

The species appears to have had another good season – this is one of those species that benefits 

significantly from the absence of harsh winters and is currently plentiful and widespread at suitable sites.  

Extensive sightings were submitted from throughout the area up as far as Cray Gill; they covered all 

months of the year (except October).  Small populations also appear to winter throughout the region: one 

was reported feeding at a frozen puddle at Cray in mid-December, whilst another bird settled down in a 
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Burley garden in late November, apparently for the rest of the winter.  Reports of successful breeding came 

from much of the Wharfe including Otley, Addingham, Strid Woods, Appletreewick, Burnsall, Hebden, 

Linton and Kilnsey, and from Low Dam in the Washburn (SB, MVB, AB*, N&AB, BOG, D&HB, EC*, 

JDe, J&JD, H&JF, JF, CG*, GSH, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, E&PS, J&PSc, BQ*, DLR, KR, GT, 

TV*, WNSB). 

PIED WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba)             087 Sightings/43 Sites 

Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population possibly increasing. 

Present throughout the year with some local movement including coming together in large roosting flocks 

in winter in the lower stretches of the valleys.  The population of this species would appear to be in a 

healthy state with extensive summer sightings throughout the region.  There was a record of 120 on 25
th
 

January at the Ilkley winter roost (outside Lloyds Bank in Brook Street).  A little later they were very 

obvious on a circular walk around Grassington and Thorpe in mid-March with ~ 30 recorded, whilst at the 

end of the breeding season 37 were counted upstream of Arncliffe in a field full of cattle.  Records of 

breeding were received from across mid-Wharfedale and up as far as Burnsall and Grimwith.  There was 

one report of a white wagtail (the nominate race from the continent) this year – at Lindley Wood on 12
th
 

April (DA, D&JA, MVB, N&AB, BOG, JMC, JDe, H&JF, JF, GF&AP, PG, SG, AMG, GSH, N&PH, 

D&RH, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, DLR,  PRo, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, 

TV*, WNSB). 

WAXWING (Bombycilla garrulus)             018 Sightings/10 Sites 

Scarce winter visitor with reports in most years. 

After the remarkable numbers in Ilkley in autumn 2004 (peaking at 195 on 18
th
 November and with a 

presence between 30
th
 October and 12

th
 December), which stripped all the ornamental trees in the area, 

action in 2005 moved eastwards and involved smaller numbers.  About 40 birds were recorded coming into 

a roost on Sandwith Moor at the start of the year.  There were 8 in a garden in Newall with Clifton on 13
th
 

January, several sightings from Otley Wetland and a peak count of 26 in the Riverside gardens at Otley on 

29
th
 March.  The last sighting was of 6 taking insects in flight and berries from guilder-rose bushes at Sun 

Lane, Burley on 1
st
 April.  The 2005/6 winter looks like being a very much lower-key affair.  The first 

sighting was of a single bird in a Burley garden on 21
st
 November, still relatively early compared with 

some recent years when the invasion has only got underway late in December.  The Ilkley contingent 

arrived on the 29
th
 but numbered only 3 this year and weren’t seen after the 3

rd
.  It was a poor year for 

berries, and the waxwings seemed no match for the multitudes of ravenous blackbirds which appeared this 

autumn: I watched 2 waxwings sitting motionless in a rowan on the Grove, Ilkley surrounded by 4 hungry 

blackbirds attacking the few remaining berries as though their lives depended on it.  After that waxwings 

this year appeared to favour Burley with up to 30 counted around the western end of the bypass in the 

second half of December (N&AB, BOG, FD, JF, PG, PD&JBP, JP, PBR, HS, J&PSc, JTo). 

DIPPER (Cinclus cinclus)              098 Sightings/42 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing. 

The species appears to be doing very well in the area in recent years, although a BTO survey monitoring 

riverside birds between Barden and Burnsall, resumed after a gap of 14 years, showed some reduction in 

numbers over this longer period.  The number of ‘territories’ (giving a rough indication of breeding 

numbers) recorded this year was only 3 compared with 4-7 during the 1988 to 1991 seasons.  Dippers were 

recorded all the way along the Wharfe including 2 recorded between Yockenthwaite and Beckermonds. In 

Littondale they were seen as far up as Arncliffe.  There were a creditable number of sightings from the 

Washburn (where they are never common) between Low Dam in the north to one at the unlikely spot of 

Farnley Lake on 12
th
 May.  Other unlikely spots this year included the Ilkley paddling pool on the edge of 

the moor (on 2
nd

 October), at Grimwith on 15
th
 May, and the top of Cam Gill Beck (at Park Foot Bridge) 

on 2
nd

 December.  Evidence of breeding was received from sites from Otley up as far as Linton, although a 

nest with 4 young were predated below Ilkley toll bridge.  Several birds were heard singing at the start of 

the year (until early February) (MHA, A&CB*, BOG, D&HB, EC*, JDe, J&JD, H&JF, JF, SG, GSH, 

JHe&RC, D&RH, HJ&BS, D&ML, LL, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, PD&JBP, JP, BQ*, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, 

GT, JTo, TV*, J&SW, WNSB). 
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WREN (Troglodytes troglodytes) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population increasing. 

One of the commonest and most widespread species in the area; good numbers can be expected to turn up 

anywhere, either in the valleys or up on the moors.  Numerous records of breeding were received from a 

variety of sites right across the region.  This is one of our commonest and most successful birds, e.g. a 

circuit of Grimwith recorded 15 in early May, 13 were recorded on a walk through a Sandwith Moor 

plantation in June and 15 along the Lindley Wood footpath in August.  It is clearly benefiting from our 

current mild winters (and long may it remain so) (D&JA, D&AB, D&HB, EC*, H&JF, JF, PG, N&PH, D&RH, 

HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, B&PS, TV*, J&SW, WNSB). 

DUNNOCK (Prunella modularis) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

Status apparently unchanged – a widespread and successful resident and a common garden species with up 

to 4 recorded in a Menston garden (in March and April) and young recorded in an Ilkley garden in early 

June.  Tends to be significantly under-reported (BA, D&AB, EC*, J&JD, JF, PG, N&PH, D&RH, HJ&BS, 

K&PL, GL*, O&DM, PD&JBP, PP, BQ*, E&PS, J&PSc, DLR, PRo, KR, B&PS, TV*, J&SW, WNSB). 

ROBIN (Erithacus rubecula) (C) 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/increasing. 

A familiar and much-loved resident in good numbers throughout our area.  It seems to be doing well, with 

plenty of evidence of successful breeding (D&JA, D&AB, N&AB, JMC, EC*, JDe, J&JD, FD, H&JF, JF, 

PG, AMG, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, 

J&PSc, B&PS, GT, TV*, J&SW, WNSB).
 

COMMON REDSTART (Phoenicurus phoenicurus)           053 Sightings/28 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing. 

The year appeared to offer mixed messages for this species.  Many of the sightings are from a number of 

strongholds spread across the region, and here numbers were good and holding up.  On the other hand, 

although there were several records of young being fed, the record from nest boxes in the Washburn was 

very poor.  The main areas for this species are in the Washburn (where they were reported to be 

‘everywhere early in the season’), the woods north of Grassington with 5 recorded singing in Bastow 

Wood on 31
st
 May, and Langstothdale.  This last area does not figure very frequently in the annual bird 

report but, once again, the highest number of records of singing males was from here and it continues to be 

a ‘hot-spot’ for this species.  12 birds (7 males and 5 females) were reported from Buckden Rake on 10
th
 

May, whilst another member who does the Buckden, Cray, Scar House and Yockenthwaite walk ever year 

reported 10 singing males on 13
th
 June last year, and this year recorded 17 on 15

th
 May!  The other area, 

which attracts searchers for this species is Strid Woods, where numbers are usually disappointing; this year 

several members reported 3 singing males, slightly higher than usual.  Juveniles were reported from the 

Valley of Desolation, Howgill and Bastow Wood and Long Ashes (north of Grassington).However, whilst 

there were males singing in the Low Snowden area none of the boxes there were occupied (MVB, AB*, 

BOG, EC*, CJC, JDe, JF, PG, SG, GSH, JHe&RC, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, BQ*, PRo, E&PS, GT, 

JTo, TV*, WNSB). 

WHINCHAT (Saxicola rubetra)             009 Sightings/06 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably in shallow decline. 

The comments last year that there were a few sites which could be relied upon proved wrong this year with 

the species having an extremely poor year.  Most of the (few) sightings were from two sites on Ilkley Moor 

and were of only 1 or 2 birds.  There was an interesting early sighting of a single bird along the river near 

Buckden on 10
th
 May, leading to speculation about whether it was a passage bird or may have bred in the 

area?  The only other sites where the species were recorded were in the Washburn at Lippersley Pike and 2 

sites around Barden (at both of which 3 birds were seen).  A Washburn aficionado paid 2 visits to a former 

stronghold, Snowden Crags, without success.  There were no firm records of breeding although one of the 

Barden sightings may have been of a family of 3.  A lecture on the birds of Dumfries and Galloway 

reported a poor year there as well, suggesting this species may have been affected by adverse conditions at 

their wintering quarters (AB*, BOG, LGD, JF, GT). 
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COMMON STONECHAT (Saxicola torquata)           072 Sightings/32 Sites 

Scarce breeder/passage/winter visitor: population increasing. 

This is a species where 80-90% migrate south in the winter with the 

remainder staying close to their breeding area.  It is one which it is a 

pleasure to write about since it is clearly doing well in the area (unlike its 

migrating relation above), and was reported in every month.  At this rate we 

shall soon be referring to it as a ‘common’ bird in the area!  I can personally 

attest to its hardiness having seen one in freezing conditions in mid January 

at Grimwith (at 1,050 ft altitude), albeit looking slightly bedraggled, and 

then one near Providence Pot above Kettlewell – this time at 1180 ft in a 

snow storm in late November!  The majority of records received were from 

the moors in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn with the only ‘valley’ 

records from Low Snowden and Sun Lane (surprisingly in the summer).  Apart from Grimwith, records 

from the north of the region were limited, with 2 sightings above Grassington – at Lea Green and Mossdale 

- in addition to the one already mentioned.  Highest counts were in the autumn with 10 on Sandwith Moor 

on 11
th
 October and 8 at Lea Green on the 18

th
.  There were several reports of young, with 3 breeding 

successful pairs on Askwith Moor, at least 1 adult with young on both Burley and Hawksworth Moors, 

young being fed at Whetstone Gate, 2 pairs with 5 young at the usual spot near Lower Barden Reservoir, 

and up to 2 breeding pairs at Grimwith (DA, D&JA, D&AB, BOG, CJC, JF, GF&AP, SG, N&PH, D&ML, 

K&PL, GL*, O&DM, PD&JBP, JP, PBR, PRo, GT, JTo, TV*, J&SW). 

WHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe)             069 Sightings/34 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

Sightings were equally split between the moors of Mid-Wharfedale and the north of the region, where they 

were particularly well recorded around the Grassington area and common on the moor there.  Stangill Barn 

in Littondale had the unusual distinction of having both the first and last sightings – on 21
st
 March and 21

st
 

September.  It is one of those species which is often seen in pairs, but good numbers were recorded in the 

south on Burley Moor (12 in a party on 8
th
 May) and there were records of 8 at Otley and along the 

moorland edges in the Washburn.  In the north, 6 new arrivals were reported at Yarnbury at the end of 

April, 3 pairs in Hebden Ghyll, 9 on Great Whernside, 7 on Buckden Pike and a party of 3 and of 4 

singletons on the Dales Way above Grassington.  There were an encouraging number of records of young.  

In the south, there were families with 2 and 3 juveniles on Hawksworth Moor, Askwith Moor (with 2 

flying young in mid-July) and Harden Ghyll (a family of 5 on 6
th
 August).  In the north juveniles were 

recorded, especially in early June.  A bird was carrying food on 2
nd

, there was a single juvenile at Hebden 

Beck on 11
th
, and 3 juveniles at Malham Road on 18

th
; there was a juvenile at Yarnbury at the end of July, 

whilst in August juveniles were seen at East Scale Lodge and Rain Pot, both on the slopes of Great 

Whernside (DA, BB, AB*, N&AB, BOG, JMC, EC*, CJC, JF, SG, AMG, N&PH, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, 

PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, PRo, GT, JTo, TV*, J&SW). 

RING OUZEL (Turdus torquatus)             013 Sightings/07 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population declining. 

It proved to be another depressing year in the area for this species, especially in the south of the region.  

This is increasingly becoming a bird to see in the north of the region, although it is not common there 

either.  A pair (with a possible third bird) was seen on 7
th
 April close to one of their traditional areas on 

Rombalds Moor.  They were still there on the 13
th
 but did not stay to breed.  There was also a July record 

from the reliable Barden Moor.  In the north there was a record of 2 males, and possibly up to 5 birds in 

total, in the Grassington area on 7
th
 April (after the earliest regional sighting there on 30

th
 March) and 1 at 

Grimwith on 4
th
 September.  There was also a very welcome breeding from upper Wharfedale, where a 

pair successfully raised 2 young.  In addition, there were some autumn sightings of passage birds: 2 at Kex 

Ghyll on 30
th
 October, 3 above Kettlewell on 6

th
 November and a very late single bird on Barden Fell on 

the 9
th
 (AB*, BOG, GF&AP, PD&JBP, JP, BQ*, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*). 

BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula) (C) 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing. 
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Remains a common and widespread breeding bird across the whole area; it is present throughout the year, 

with winter numbers being significantly enhanced due to the influx of continental migrants.  Nationally 

there is some evidence of a decline in breeding numbers but this trend is not yet obvious in the gardens in 

our area.  The winter influx appears to have been particularly heavy this year with one member of BOG 

reporting huge numbers coming into Spurn in early October.  There were 20+ at Otley in late October with 

18 counted on a short walk around Kettlewell in the autumn.  Peak garden numbers reported were 16 

(Menston in February) and 12 (Addingham in November).  There were widespread reports of breeding and 

a long breeding period with young reported between 16
th
 April and 19

th
 August (D&AB, N&AB, JMC, 

EC*, J&JD, JF, PG, AMG, GSH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, JP, PP, BQ*, DLR, PRo, KR, 

E&PS, J&PSc, B&PS, TV*, J&SW, WNSB). 

FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris)              103 Sightings/52 Sites 

Common winter/passage visitor. 

The differences in numbers at the start and end of the year were a good example of the importance of 

winter food, with flock sizes significantly larger at the start than the end of the year.  This is a roving 

species and was frequently reported from right across the area.  There were regular reports of up to 300 

passing Barden Viewpoint during the first 3 months, and a late, large flock of over 200 in the Washburn 

early in April.  January walks around the Washburn showed large numbers (of 170 and 200) widely 

distributed around the countryside.  In the north there were 300 at Grimwith in mid February and 220 at 

Arncliffe in late March.  The first returning bird was seen at Conistone on 14
th
 October and there were 

several reports of up to 100 birds until mid November.  Thereafter flock sizes were usually significantly 

less than 40-50 (SB, MVB, A&CB*, D&AB, N&AB, BOG, JMC, EC*, CJC, JDe, J&JD, JF, PG, AMG, 

D&ML, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, TV*, J&SW). 

SONG THRUSH (Turdus philomelos)             081 Sightings/39 Sites 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population still apparently increasing. 

It now seems beyond doubt that an improvement is occurring in our area.  There were sightings throughout 

the region and there were regular garden reports of birds.  Most sightings were of 1 or 2 birds and the only 

large group recorded this year was at Grimwith with 20 in mid September.  The earliest record of singing 

received was from Grassington on 3rd February, 11 days earlier than last year!  Birds were reported 

singing well into July and, later in the year, a bird was singing in Addingham in late November.  Reports 

of breeding were widespread with a first report of feeding activity on 19
th
 March, and young reported 

between 16
th
 April and well into June (MHA, SB, A&CB*, N&AB, OB, EC*, JDe, J&JD,  FD, JF, PG, 

GSH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, G&JL*, PD&JBP, PP, BQ*, PBR, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, B&PS, 

TV*, J&SW). 

REDWING (Turdus iliacus)              088 Sightings/43 Sites 

Common winter/passage visitor. 

There was a large influx in December 2004 and January with 4,650 coming into roost in Airedale in 

January, just to the south of the area.  Thereafter there were regular reports of flock sizes of up to 100 

across the region until mid March.  In the autumn large numbers arrived in the region on 15
th
 October with 

1,200 passing over Burley Moor in about 1 hour, all heading south east.  Thereafter, most flocks were 

small and restricted to less than 20, apart from one of 50 at Strid Woods in late November (SB, MVB, 

D&AB, BOG, D&HB, JMC, CJC, JDe, J&JD, JF, AMG, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, DLR,  

E&PS, J&PSc, GT, B&PS , TV*, J&SW). 

MISTLE THRUSH (Turdus viscivorus)            070 Sightings/42 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing. 

Although few sightings were received, the species would still seem to be widespread throughout the region 

and prospering.  It is easily observed – virtually throughout the year, although does become rather more 

elusive when moulting in summer.  The largest flock size was 10+ on Askwith Moor on 16
th
 July 

(compared with two reports of 20 last year, when there did appear to have been a higher than usual number 

of sightings).  Breeding was reported from Ilkley, Barden, Grass Wood and Kilnsey (D&AB, BOG, OB, 

EC*, JDe, JF, PG, N&PH, D&RH, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, PP, BQ*, PRo, KR, E&PS, GT, TV*, 

J&SW). 
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SEDGE WARBLER (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus)            018 Sightings/05 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant: population stable, possibly increasing. 

The first record was of at least 2 singing males at Otley, their local stronghold, on 30
th
 April – with up to 6 

reported there at the beginning of May.  Subsequently, young were seen being fed on 3
rd

 July.  At Chelker, 

3 pairs were reported to have bred.  The other stronghold is around Fewston where 2 were heard on 23
rd

 

May and 4 a month later, although there were no indications of whether any breeding took place.  The only 

other records were both in upper Wharfedale with a bird heard singing at Linton on 17
th
 May (some 

distance from any water), whilst there were 2 records of singing birds at the western end of Grimwith on 

26
th
 June and 7

th
 August (N&AB, BOG, CJC, JDe, PG, JHe&RC, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PRo, GT, JTo). 

REED WARBLER (Acrocephalus scirpaceus)             009 Sightings/01 Sites 

Passage visitor/Scarce breeding migrant. 

The only sightings of this species were from Otley, where it appears to be doing well.  A bird was first 

heard singing on 21
st
 May with a peak count of 4 or 5 singing males.  Two pairs were seen feeding young 

on 7
th
 August, presumably second broods (N&AB, BOG, DB, PP, PBR, JTo). 

DARTFORD WARBLER (Sylvia undata)             001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare visitor. 

This possible sighting was the oddest of the year.  Rumours abounded during the summer that a bird had 

been present on Rombalds Moor, possibly for some time during the summer.  However, this was not 

‘confirmed’ until the August edition of Bird Watching which noted that there had been three birds in 

Yorkshire this spring, one of which had wintered in the south of the county at New Swillington Ings, one at 

Sheffield for a week early in June (which was well reported), and one on Ilkley Moor around the same 

time!  This would be only the second sighting in this area; the first one being in the Washburn in 1989.  

The establishment of a resident population in this country in the second half of the last Century (with the 

odd serious set-back during cold winters) is an interesting story we will look at in more detail in one of 

next season’s notes (Bird Watching). 

LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia curruca)             004 Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population fluctuates but currently in decline. 

The species has been recorded in the area each year for many years but is now in serious decline with 

reports from only 2 sites this year (compared with 3 last year and 5 the year before).  One was reported 

singing at Lindley Wood, whilst 2 reports of a singing male at Sun Lane represented a first for that site 

(CJC, PD&JBP, JP, PBR). 

COMMON WHITETHROAT (Sylvia communis)           010 Sightings/07 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

There is a relatively healthy population in a stretch along the Wharfe between Otley Wetlands, through 

Riverside Park and Gallows Hill to Pool Mill with possibly 1 or 2 pairs at each location, although this year 

one was recorded singing on Ilkley Moor on 8
th
 June.  The number of sites at which this species is reported 

has remained steady on 7 for the last 3 years.  There was a healthy breeding record at Otley Paper Mill 

with 2 or 3 pairs seen carrying food and a family on 9
th
 June.  There were also 2 juveniles at Gallows Hill 

on 19
th
 August (BOG, CJC, JDe, JF, K&PL, PBR, PRo, E&PS, JTo). 

GARDEN WARBLER (Sylvia borin)             041 Sightings/23 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable. 

Well distributed in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, and with occasional reports from along the Wharfe 

up as far as Grass Wood, where there appears to be a healthy population with at least 3 pairs on territory 

this year.  There were reports of good numbers breeding around Denton, and of breeding activity from 

Pool Paper Mill and Grass Wood (MVB, N&AB, BOG, EC*, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, JHe&RC, K&PL, GL*, 

JP, PP, BQ*, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*, WNSB). 

BLACKCAP (Sylvia atricapilla)             081 Sightings/40 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor/winter visitor: population increasing. 

The species is distributed throughout much of the region (but not on high ground), and in sufficient 

numbers to be fairly easy to find.  In the north there were at least 3 territories in an area studied in part of 

Lower Grass Wood, whilst reports were received from as far up the valley as Langstrothdale, where 3 or 4 
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were singing; there were no reports from Littondale.   There were numerous sightings of wintering birds in 

gardens in mid-Wharfedale (5 at the beginning of the year and the same number at the end) from Menston, 

Burley, Ben Rhydding, Ilkley and Addingham  (BA, MVB, D&AB, N&AB, BOG, JMC, JDe, J&JD, FD, 

JF, AGi, SG, GSH, N&PH, JHe&RC, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, E&PS, PBR, DLR, PBR, PRo, E&PS, 

GT, JTo, TV*, J&SW). 

WOOD WARBLER (Phylloscopus sibilatrix)             023 Sightings/04 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant: population declining at an accelerating rate in recent years. 

It was a gloomy year for this species, not just locally but nationally as well.  The numbers of singing males 

in the local stronghold, Strid Wood, continues to decline dramatically.  Only 3 were recorded this year 

(down again from last year’s maximum of 6 singing males and well down on 10 in 2003 and 17 in 2004).  

The number of records from the Washburn was also down, but the good news was that there were 2 

breeding pairs in one of the woods there.  The only other record was of 3 or 4 birds in Hebers Ghyll.  Grass 

Wood, which has had a small population in recent years, had none this year, as was the case for other 

nearby spots in Clapham Woods and the Ingleton waterfalls walk.  This situation appears to be mirrored 

across the country, the one exception being Exmoor where 22 nests there produced 45 young (MVB, BOG, 

LGD, JF, PG, SG, GSH, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, WNSB). 

CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus collybita)            086 Sightings/38Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage/winter visitor: population increasing. 

This species appears to be doing very well in the area and, indeed, throughout Yorkshire where numbers 

have risen by 9% between 1994 and 2003.  Reports were received from suitable sites (on lower ground) 

throughout the Washburn and mid-Wharfedale with good numbers of singing birds; there were 8 between 

Lindley Wood and Dob Park on 4
th
 April and 8 on the path alongside Lindley Wood on 5

th
 June.  The 

species is less common in the north.  There were several sightings of up to 4 birds at Grimwith and 6 

singing between Burnsall and Linton on 17
th
 May, but only the occasional sighting in Lower Grass Wood 

and Bastow Wood.  Numbers held up into early October.  At the start of the year birds arrived in good 

numbers from 20
th
 March (with the only record before then of a single bird at Timble on 3

rd
 March but no 

means of knowing whether this was wintering or an early arrival).  In the autumn there were sightings of a 

bird amongst a tit flock at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits on 24
th
 October, from Swinsty on 18

th
 November, and 

Otley on 18
th
 and 28

th
 December (MVB, BB, N&AB, BOG, OB, CJC, JDe, J&JD, FD, JF, N&PH, 

JHe&RC, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, N&MM, PD&JBP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, B&PS, GT, TV*, J&SW). 

WILLOW WARBLER (Phylloscopus trochilus)           088 Sightings/42 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable/possibly increasing. 

This under-reported species breeds in good numbers and seems to be holding its own.  It is found in good 

numbers throughout most of the area, including the moors, with a suggestion that they are spreading 

further up Ilkley Moor as the years go by.  There was a report of large numbers singing on Ilkley Moor in 

mid May, apparently from every plantation or single tree.  It was the commonest song around Grimwith 

with 42 on 23
rd

 April, there were 9 singing between Starbotton and Kettlewell on 2
nd

 May, and 13 in 

Bastow Wood (with 10 singing) on the 31
st
.  There were sightings of occasional birds in Langstrothdale but 

few records from Littondale, although there was a juvenile west of Foxup on 2
nd

 August.  There were a few 

records of breeding and the last sighting of the year was of one taking insects from leaves and flycatching 

in a Burley garden on 15
th
 September (BB, AB*, N&AB, BOG, JMC, EC*, 

CJC, JF, PG, AMG, N&PH, JHe&RC, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, 

DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, TV*, WNSB). 

 

GOLDCREST (Regulus regulus)    

         070 Sightings/34 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population 

increasing. 

Although resident, local movement does occur particularly in prolonged 

cold weather: this is another bird that has benefited from the absence of 

harsh winters.  The species is unobtrusive, and generally located by its 
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unique high-pitched call and is thus elusive and undoubtedly under-recorded.  However, it appears to be 

present, and doing well, throughout the recording area at suitable sites, particularly around stands of 

conifers.  Two northern sites where it was reported as common were Grass Wood and Scargill House 

(south of Kettlewell).  Garden records are becoming increasingly common and an Addingham garden 

reported up to 4 present throughout the 2004/5 winter until the end of March.  In the autumn numbers built 

up from early October and there were several records of large flocks over the wintering months.  There 

were 20 in north Timble and ~10 around Kettlewell during November (rather smaller than the ~40 

recorded at Timble last year).  There were no records of breeding this year (D&AB, BOG, EC*, FD, JF, GSH, 

HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, GT, TV*, J&SW, WNSB). 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa striata)           049 Sightings/31 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population decreasing at accelerating rate but with a good 

presence in the north of the regions. 

This species has been in long term decline both nationally and locally, although it was encouraging to get a 

positive report, for once, from one member who felt it had been their best year ever with sightings on every 

trip up the Dales and in the Washburn.  Further, the situation across the area has been transformed by the 

healthy number of sightings from the north of the region (33 out of 49 sightings).  It was first reported 

from there at Lower Grass Wood on 14
th
 April, a full 10 days before it was seen in the south.  In the south, 

the species is becoming increasingly difficult to find: it is now sparse in the Washburn, and occasionally 

found in mid Wharfedale (with Strid Woods still the best local stronghold but with only very small 

numbers there now).  By comparison, there were records of pairs right across the north with an ‘unusual’ 6 

birds reported in a walk from Arncliffe to Hawkswick and 3 pairs over the river at Yockenthwaite.  There 

were a good number of reports from the Grassington area with a record from within the village – the first 

for 10 years in an area where they used to breed.  There were several reports of breeding with an especially 

encouraging record from the Denton Hall area where 5 young were ringed in one nest, and 4 and then 3 (a 

second brood) in another (RB, AB*, N&AB, BOG, EC*, CJC, J&JD, JF, SG, GSH, JHe&RC, D&ML, 

GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PBR, BQ*, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*, WNSB). 

PIED FLYCATCHER (Ficedula hypoleuca)            043 Sightings/21 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly declining. 

This species is generally restricted to a few selected breeding sites.  The Strid Wood area and the 

Washburn Valley (especially Folly Hall Wood) in the south, and Grass Wood and eastern end of 

Langstrothdale in the north are local strongholds for this species.  There were 12 in Strid Wood this year 

on 2
nd

 May (3 pairs, 6 males) and 7 in Folly Hall Wood (6 males, 1 female) with only the odd bird along 

the Washburn.  In the north, there were 3 or 4 singing males in Grass Wood and 3 singing on the circular 

walk from Buckden to Yockenthwaite, a slight improvement, it was reported, on last year.  The results 

from nest boxes in the Washburn suggested it has been a good breeding season with broods of 7, 6, 7 and 8 

at Low Snowden and 7, 7, 7, and 5 at Dob Park, although at Nell Bank a female, ringed 2 years ago at 

Bolton Abbey was found dead on 7 eggs (MVB, AB*, N&AB, BOG, CJC, JF, PG, SG, GSH, JHe, K&PL, 

GL*, PD&JBP, JP, BQ*, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*, J&SW). 

LONG TAILED TIT (Aegithalos caudatus)            111 Sightings/43 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population increasing. 

Thought to be doing well at the moment, a trend no doubt linked to our mild winters.  They were seen 

throughout mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn.  They were a little less common in the north with most 

sightings in the Grass Wood area; there were occasional sightings from Littondale and Langstrothdale and 

one from Grimwith.  There were numerous reports of family parties and flocks, although most were small 

– the largest were 25 at Barden on 22
nd

 January and 20 at Otley on 26
th
 October (compared with 60+ at 

Farnley Lake on 30
th
 September last year).  There were several records of breeding (MVB, D&AB, 

N&AB, EC*, J&JD, FD, JF, D&ML, GL*, N&PH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, JP, BQ*, PRo, KR, E&PS, 

J&PSc, B&PS, TV*, J&SW). 

MARSH TIT (Parus palustris)              004 Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder(?): significant decline in recent decades but recently evidence of 

some improvement. 
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This species had a more successful year with 4 sightings from the south of the region, but none from the 

north (the reverse of last year when there were only the 2 northern sightings) which perhaps highlights the 

fact that this is an easy species to miss.  Last year there was a record of a bird on a feeder in Litton: this 

year it was the turn of a Burley garden to play host to visits in January and March.  There were also 

sightings in Strid Wood in April and from the south side of Timble in August (BOG, FD, K&PL). 

WILLOW TIT (Parus montanus)             004 Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder(?): dramatic national decline in recent decades mirrored here. 

This species just manages to hang on in the area with the odd sighting from its only traditional site in the 

Washburn: 2 were recorded at the beginning of the year and it was also seen there during the summer.  It 

was encouraging late in the year to get 2 sightings from further up the Washburn with 1 seen around 

Fewston and another just outside the area near Beaverdyke Reservoir.  These sightings were a few more 

than last year but well down on the 16 sightings in 2002 (BOG, PD&JBP, JP, PRo). 

COAL TIT (Parus ater)               066 Sightings/37 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population increasing. 

Appears to be doing well at suitable sites throughout the area and was frequently reported in gardens, 

always in 1s and 2s.  This species is less likely to use nest boxes, preferring natural nest sites (except in 

conifer plantations), so there were fewer detailed breeding records.  However clutches of 7 and 8 were 

ringed in Howgill Wood on 7
th
 June and there was another report of adults with young in an Ilkley garden 

the following month (BA, D&AB, N&AB, EC*, H&JF, JF, GSH, N&PH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, 

O&DM, JP, PP, BQ*, PRo, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, B&PS, TV*, WNSB). 

GREAT TIT (Parus major) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

Clearly very common, widespread and successful throughout the region, although rarely the most common 

small bird (which is usually the blue tit or chaffinch) – it continues to be well reported in member’s 

gardens.  It was a rather less successful breeding season than the last 2 years with 34 boxes around 

Washburn and mid-Wharfedale produced 161 young, i.e. 4.74 young/nest c.f. last year's figure of 5.77 –  a 

reduction of almost 20% (D&AB, N&AB, EC*, LGD, H&JF, JF, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM, JP, 

PP, PQ*, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, B&PS, TV*, WNSB). 

BLUE TIT (Parus caeruleus) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

One of the commonest small birds both in the wild and in gardens, and present throughout the area in good 

numbers: a short December walk around Buckden produced at least 16, easily the commonest, small bird 

in the village.  Like the great tit it had a less successful breeding season than the last two years with 50 

boxes around Washburn and mid-Wharfedale producing 295, i.e. 5.90 young/nest, which was 10% less 

than the last 2 years (albeit not quite such a reduction as for great tits) (BA, D&AB, N&AB, EC*, J&JD, 

JF, GSH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, JP, PP, BQ*, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, B&PS, 

TV*, WNSB). 

NUTHATCH (Sitta europaea)              086 Sightings/32 Sites 

Locally common breeding resident: population probably stable but has 

declined in the Washburn valley. 

There were mixed signals for this species although, fortunately, mostly 

positive.  They are doing well throughout much of Wharfedale with them 

described as ‘flourishing’ in the Otley area and with a good number of 

records from Strid Wood (of up to 6 seen and heard) and from the woods 

around Grassington.  The most significant change was from the Washburn 

where there had been a marked downturn over the last decade.  Sightings 

there were up by a factor of x 4 on last year with the situation especially 

positive in the lower valley where the species was described as ‘becoming 

increasingly common’, and ‘plentiful around Dob Park’.  There was also 

encouraging news from Sun Lane, where they have been rare in the past, 

of 1 and possibly 2 breeding pairs.  They are also frequent garden visitors 
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throughout the area.  The one piece of gloomy news was from Panorama Woods where there has been 

neither sight nor sound of them in a location where they used to present in good numbers.  As usual 

breeding was not widely reported for this species but there were 2+ pairs feeding young at Dob Park and 2 

young reported from Middleton Woods, whilst an Addingham garden reported an adult with 3 young 

present for much of June (D&AB, N&AB, EC*, JDe, H&JF, JF, GSH, N&PH, FH*, K&PL, GL*, 

PD&JBP, JP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, HS, GT, TV*, WNSB). 

TREECREEPER (Certhia familiaris)             059 Sightings/26 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing. 

It is more widely reported from the south of the region, where it is present throughout much of the area.  

Records from above Appletreewick were rare and mainly restricted to Grass and Lower Grass Woods, 

although there was a single sighting from Kettlewell.  It is not a bird readily seen and has an insignificant 

call so can be easily missed.  The most regular records were from Strid Woods, Farnley Lake (with up to 3 

sighted at each location), and Knotford Nook.  Numbers are thought to be at a high level and there is no 

reason to doubt that this species has had another successful year.  However, the only report of breeding 

was of a juvenile in an Addingham garden in mid-June (A&CB*, A&DB, BB, LGD, H&JF, JF, GSH, 

N&PH, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, JP, BQ*, DLR, E&PS, HS, B&PS, KR, GT, TV*, WNSB). 

JAY (Garrulus glandarius)              055 Sightings/28 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

They are widespread and successful throughout the south of the region, but rare in Upper Wharfedale, 

possibly linked to the generally sparser woodland cover.  Records were usually of 1 or 2 birds, although 

there were records of 8 at Nell Bank in March, and 8 at Otley and 5 at Laund Pasture Plantation in 

October.  In the north there were 2 sightings from Grassington in the autumn (with 2 birds in December) 

and a bird present at Grimwith.  They are coming increasingly into gardens, sometimes on a regular basis, 

especially in the Ilkley area, although there was an encouraging report from a Newall garden where several 

sightings were reported in December – only the second occasion on which they have been seen in 7 years.  

Juveniles were reported from 2 Ilkley gardens, and possibly from Otley (SB, D&AB, N&AB, BOG, JMC, OB, 

LGD, JF, AMG, N&PH, D&RH, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, HS, B&PS, JTo, TV*, J&SW). 

MAGPIE (Pica pica) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable but increasing in urban environment. 

This species is widespread throughout the region with, unlike the jay, good numbers of records from upper 

Wharfedale.  There were records of up to 9 at Otley in December and 4 in Langstrothdale in November, 

although they appear more restricted in Littondale, with records only received from around Arncliffe.  This 

most handsome of birds is much under-recorded although, for reasons unknown, the number of sightings 

(and sites) was double that of the last two years.  It is frequently seen in gardens but remains disliked by 

most birdwatchers.  The only juvenile reported was from Lea Green (D&AB, EC*, JF, FH*, HJ&BS, 

K&PL, GL*, O&DM, PP, BQ*, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, TV*). 

JACKDAW (Corvus monedula) (C) 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing. 

Probably the most obvious bird in Wharfedale.  Large flocks running into hundreds (and often mixed with 

rooks) are everywhere in winter.  Few people bother to count flock sizes but large counts at the start of the 

year included 360 near Arncliffe and 250 at March Ghyll Reservoir.  At the end of the year 1,000+ were 

counted coming into roost at Beamsley in late October.  It is an attractive bird whose cheerful calls are 

especially welcome in winter when there may be very few other birds to be heard.  It is increasingly 

inclined to visit gardens and is now very adept at using peanut feeders.  Apart from the Beamsley roost, the 

largest count was of 675 in mid-July at Grimwith with birds being attracted by the large amounts of food 

put out for recently released red-legged partridge: this number compares with a typical total of less than 20 

in earlier months, showing jackdaws have a very good bush-telegraph when a good supply of food turns 

up!  (D&JA, D&AB, EC*, JF, GF&AP, PG, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, E&PS, 

KR, TV*, WNSB). 
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ROOK (Corvus frugilegus)              054 Sightings/34 Sites 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population probably increasing. 

Rookeries are common at suitable wooded sites throughout Wharfedale and along the length of Littondale.  

Winter flocks can number several hundred often mixed with jackdaws.  They are increasingly inclined to 

visit gardens albeit remaining very wary.  They were reported in an Addingham garden for much of April, 

coming onto a sunflower heart feeder tray easily able to get their beaks into feeder holes.  As with 

Jackdaws their winter calling can be very welcome at a time when few other species are vocalising.  They 

tend not to be reported in large numbers and most reported rookeries were relatively small with only up to 

20 nests.  However, there were over 200 at Grimwith in mid-July at the same time as the record numbers of 

jackdaw reported above (N&AB, JF, HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, JP, PP, BQ*, DLR, KR, E&PS, B&PS, GT, TV*). 

CARRION CROW (Corvus corone) (C) 

Common breeding resident: population increasing. 

Remains numerous throughout the area, including the high dales and moors, notwithstanding the inevitable 

competition with game rearing interests.  Numbers are thought to have increased in recent decades as 

culling has somewhat diminished, and this will certainly cause problems for other species, e.g. lapwing, 

whose nests and chicks it readily predates.  It will also take on quite large birds.  It is often seen in pairs, 

although there were 12 in a tree at Coniston Dib in October (D&JA, MVB, D&AB, N&AB, JF, HJ&BS, 

K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, B&PS, E&PS, J&PSc, B&PS, TV*, J&SW, WNSB). 

RAVEN (Corvus corax)              049 Sightings/33 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident: population increasing. 

At the present time there is every reason to suppose that this bird is slowly continuing to make breeding 

inroads into our area, usually limited to Upper Wharfedale.  However, the species undoubtedly continues 

to suffer from some culling by game-rearing interests, which must be hindering this expansion.  There 

were a lot of sightings from the well-watched Barden area.  Otherwise most sightings were from the north 

of the area especially around Grass Wood and in Littondale.  The only records in mid-Wharfedale were of 

several sightings in the north of the Washburn around Timble and Kex Ghyll in late March and April (with 

a single sighting during October), and of a pair on Ilkley Moor in September (DA, MVB, BB, BOG, EC*, 

CJC, JF, GF&AP, SG, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, BQ*, PBR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*, PW). 

STARLING (Sturnus vulgaris) (C) 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: serious national decline but probably stable in area. 

Although there is no obvious change in status in this much under-recorded species it seems likely that the 

significant national reduction of recent times has also been felt in this area.  Nevertheless, winter flocks 

(which may include continental migrants) may be found anywhere around the valleys throughout the 

region and often run into hundreds.  There was an amazing record of at least 10,000 birds at Grimwith in 

early March, whilst a flock of well over 300 there in October flew so low over the observer that the noise 

of the wings was deafening.  Elsewhere, 500 were recorded at Timble in January and 200 in 

Langstrothdale in December, whilst there was a summer feeding flock of 200 at Askwith in mid-July.  

Breeding occurs throughout the area in suitable tree holes and buildings, including the roof spaces of local 

housing; ‘lots’ of young were reported feeding on Ilkley Moor in late May (A&CB*, D&AB, JF, N&PH, 

GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, JTo, TV*, 

J&SW, WNSB). 

HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)            034 Sightings/23 Sites 

Locally common breeding resident: population has decreased but probably currently stable. 

This species has undoubtedly declined in the area in accordance with the national trend over at least the 

last 25 years as measured by the BTO.  The national decline would appear to be particularly marked in 

rural areas.  (It is believed that reducing brood sizes is a major problem, so the rural decline perhaps 

reflects the effects of intensive farming.)  There were reasonable signals from urban areas whilst some of 

the communities in upper Wharfedale appear to have healthy populations with good numbers recorded in 

the Littondale villages (20-30 in Arncliffe and 30-50 in Litton).  In the Washburn valley it is not far from 

being extinct above Leathley (although one farm in particular continues to maintain a healthy population 

for some unknown reason).  Their presence in gardens is very variable with some people reporting regular 
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visits (a dozen in Otley and 3 – 4 in Ilkley) whilst others never see them.  There were several reports of 

breeding with the most optimistic being of ‘loads’ of young in the barns in Denton (D&AB, EC*, N&PH, 

GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, PP, BQ*, PBR, PRo, E&PS, J&PSc, TV*). 

TREE SPARROW (Passer montanus)             025 Sightings/10 Sites 

Rare breeding resident: population declining and remaining in danger of extinction in area. 

It is probably just hanging on as a breeding bird after a significant decline in the lower reaches of the 

Wharfe valley at a time when there has been a precipitous national decline (over 90%).  However, there are 

some grounds for hope in the Otley area with the number of locations where birds were seen doubling to 

10 in the last year.  In the past their stronghold has been Knotford Nook but this year breeding was 

reported from a number of sites from as far apart as Leathley, Clifton and Menston.  In all 23 young were 

ringed at these sites, with 3 broods each of 4 raised at Clifton.  There were also several sightings around 

Throstle Nest Farm at Otley (where 3 young were raised last year) but no record of any breeding this year.  

It is also encouraging that the locations of sightings are also slowly spreading.  This year they extended 

from Bland Hill in the Washburn, where 3 were seen on 23
rd

 March, to a single sighting in an Addingham 

garden on the same date!  The situation was especially encouraging in Burley with a pair present in a 

garden there between the end March and the end of May (although no record of any breeding in that 

garden) and 2 present a little way away in Sun Lane on 31
st
 March.  The mystery is ‘What happens to birds 

in the second half of the year?’, since there was only 1 sighting after the breeding season (BB, BOG, JDe, 

FD, GF&AP, SG, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, HS). 

CHAFFINCH (Fringilla coelebs) (C) 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing. 

Widespread throughout the area but little reported.  It is common both in urban and rural areas.  The 

highest garden count was from Menston with 6 during July.  In the wild 190 were counted in Strid Wood 

and 40 at Fewston in January, whilst there were 20 at Timble in March and reports of up to 27 at Grimwith 

during the summer (D&JA, MVB, D&AB, N&AB, BOG, JMC, EC*, J&JD, H&JF, JF, PG, AMG, 

D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM, PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, DLR, PRo, E&PS, J&PSc, B&PS, KR, TV*, 

J&SW, WNSB). 

BRAMBLING (Fringilla montifringilla)            037 Sightings/22 Sites 

Scarce passage/winter visitor. 

This is a winter, non-breeding migrant from the continent.  The extent of its presence is generally 

dependent on the beech mast harvest (an important food source for this species).  Sightings and numbers 

were poor at the end of 2004 because supplies were plentiful further north.  The situation picked up in the 

New Year although, with the abundance in natural food, garden visitors were very rare. In fact the only 

sighting was of a single female in an Addingham garden at the end of March.  Flocks in the wild were 

large, if not necessarily numerous.  The year started with ~200 at the bridge at Grassington for much of 

January and there was another record of 120 at Grass Wood at the end of March.  The other main area of 

activity was in the Washburn, especially around Swinsty and to a lesser extent in Timble.  Good numbers 

were reported from the former site from mid-January, hitting an amazing record of 840 on 28
th
 February, 

when birds flew across the reservoir in small flocks.  Elsewhere numbers were very small and the only 

other reasonable flock size was of 30 at the stepping stones at Bolton Abbey in mid-February.  The last 

record was of 6+ at Farnley on 27
th
 April.  The food issue also dictated the situation in the autumn, again to 

our detriment.  First reports were from a Clifton garden in mid-October followed by a very encouraging 

250+ at Timble on 22
nd

 October.  However, with poor amounts of beech mast this year the flocks appeared 

to have moved on very quickly and the very few records since then have tended to be of only 1s and 2s, 

with a highest count of 6 at Timble (MVB, BOG, CJC, JDe, JF, GF&AP, JHe&RC, K&PL, GL*, 

PD&JBP, JP, PBR, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, HS, TV*). 

GREENFINCH (Carduelis chloris) (C) 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population increasing. 

Not a popular bird with reporters, although no-one was driven to report ‘a plague from late summer’ as 

happened a couple of years ago.  It is certainly one of the most under-recorded common birds.  It continues 

to prosper, having adapted well to garden feeders: at the start of the year a Leeds garden reported that 5 or 



104 

6 had been a good number 5 or 6 years ago, but that there had been 50 there that winter.  In fact the 

proportion of garden records of this species is probably higher than any other, with few rural records.  Peak 

local garden records were 22 in an Addingham garden in February, although this had fallen to 3 or 4 the 

following month; later in the year peak counts were 10 in Ilkley in October, and in Menston the following 

month.  There were several reports of breeding with ‘loads’ reported from Howgill Wood in mid-July 

(D&AB, EC*, JDe, J&JD, JF, N&PH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, JP, PP, BQ*, DLR, PRo, 

KR, E&PS, J&PSc, TV*, J&SW). 

GOLDFINCH (Carduelis carduelis)             072 Sightings/39 Sites 

Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing. 

This is a popular species, which gets well reported from both gardens and rural environments, although the 

majority of sightings were from the south of the region: the numbers of sightings and flock sizes were 

generally significantly less in the north.  There were good numbers in gardens at the start of the year with 

up to 14 visiting an Addingham garden on a regular basis during January and up to 12 in an Ilkley garden 

in March, whilst in mid-Summer there were 6 coming into a Menston garden on a regular basis.  A large 

flock was present at Sun Lane with 100+ at the start of the year.  In the autumn there was a flock of 40+ at 

Kex Ghyll in mid-September and 112 at Grimwith later in the month.  There were several breeding records 

from gardens across the area and reports of their being ‘lots’ of young in Howgill Wood (A&CB*, D&AB, 

N&AB, BOG, JMC, EC*, CJC, JDe, JF, AMG, GSH, N&PH, D&RH, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, GL*, 

PD&JBP, JP, PP, BQ*, PBR, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, J&PSc, TV*, GT, WNSB). 

SISKIN (Carduelis spinus)              065 Sightings/32 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: breeding population increasing. 

They are most often seen in over-wintering flocks prior to a northerly breeding movement, but evidence is 

increasing of birds staying.  Sightings came from almost every month of the year but were rare in the 

summer suggesting they may not have bred in the area this year: there were no sightings of young this 

year.  This species was quite scarce during the 04/05 winter and, although numbers picked up a little in the 

New Year, sightings of birds coming into the feeder were rare with numbers well down (with only 5 

reports in the first 4 months and generally of 1s and 2s apart from 5 in Addingham on 1
st
 March): several 

people, used to regular spring visits, commenting on their absence.  Rural sightings in the first three 

months of the year were limited, although there were several flocks around: the largest was of 120 at 

Barden reported at the end of January with up to 40-50 at Timble, the Farnley/Denton area and Sun Lane.  

The situation improved slightly in the second half of the year.  There were 4 records of birds on feeders in 

the last 2 months.  In the countryside, there was a flock of 70 at Grass Wood during September, and 

sightings from Otley from late September culminating in 50 in mid-December and 30+ at Sun Lane at the 

end of the month (DA, MVB, D&AB, AB*, BOG, JMC, EC*, CJC, JDe, J&JD, JF, GF&AP, AMG, GSH, 

D&RH, K&PL, GL*, O&DM, PD&JBP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, JTo, TV*). 

LINNET (Carduelis cannabina)             023 Sightings/15 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant: population stable. 

This is a summer visitor that mostly migrates south for winter.  The species used to enjoy a stronghold in 

the area but numbers were again down for the third year running, although it is not clear why.  Reports 

were scarce from across the region and it was not until 30
th
 August that there was a sighting of numbers in 

double figures (15 at Low Snowden, which compares with the largest flock of 20+ at Lindley Wood in 

April 2004) although, later, there was a large passage flock of 100+ recorded at Kex Ghyll on 13
th
 

September and 50 at Ghaistrill's Strid on the 22
nd

.  Other significant summer sightings were 4 from Grass 

Wood and 6 from Lindley Wood in May, and 6 from Grimwith and 8 (including young being fed) from 

Barden in August.  The one good feature of the year was a report of young being plentiful on the gorse on 

the edges of Burley and Hawksworth Moors in mid-June (BOG, DB, CJC, SG, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, 

PRo, TV*, WNSB). 

TWITE (Carduelis flavirostris)              001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant: population declining. 

This species is red-listed because of the historic population decline in the UK between 1800 and 1995.  

The species is now scarce in our area, although small numbers remain in its South Pennines stronghold.  In 
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that area the RSPB has started a two-pronged policy to reverse the decline.  In the short term it is putting 

down seed; in the longer term, it is seeking to work with farmers to improve the habitat on the moorland 

edges where the species breed.  There are two local reservoirs where birds are fed (at Leeshaw Reservoir 

near Oxenhope and Cant Clough above Burnley).  Interesting research at the latter is looking at the feeding 

preferences of local birds and also their winter movements.  This is showing that most birds from there 

migrate to the east coast in winter but a few go west to Morecambe Bay, where the majority of wintering 

birds are from Scotland (where most had previously been thought to be sedentary).  We get the occasional 

bird straying into our area from the Pennine population; the only record this year was of 2 birds at 

Grimwith on 18
th
 August (with a verbal report of them being there 2 days earlier).  It is interesting that the 

single sighting last year was around the same date, on 16
th
 August (JTo). 

LESSER REDPOLL (Carduelis cabaret)            057 Sightings/26 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be in shallow decline. 

This species is most prevalent in the Washburn with half the sightings this year from there; sightings from 

elsewhere across the region were scarce.  Numbers have clearly declined nationally in recent years and, 

whilst once one could expect to see mixed flocks with roughly equal numbers of redpoll and siskin, now 

they are primarily the latter.  There were several reports of flock sizes of up to 40 from the Washburn in 

the first 4 months of the year, but numbers were generally down everywhere for the rest of the year, apart 

from an impressive 60+ from Timble in November.  Other, much smaller, counts in the latter half of the 

year were 10 at Grimwith in late July, 14 at Skoska Wood in Littondale in mid-August and 10 from Otley 

in mid-December.  Once again the only garden record was of a single male in Addingham in late March 

and early April.  There were 2 records of juveniles – at Timble in early June and from Grimwith in early 

August (DA, MVB, N&AB, BOG, CJC, JDe, JF, GF&AP, PG, K&PL, GL*, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, 

PRo, JTo, TV*, WNSB). 

COMMON CROSSBILL (Loxia curvirostra)            030 Sightings/08 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population erratic due to 

irruptive behaviour. 

Sightings of this species showed a marked improvement on last year, but 

generally only in the latter part of the year, when there appears to have been 

a national influx of birds in the summer from the Continent.  In the early 

part of the year there only 2 records, both from Timble, in January and mid-

April.  However, a flock of ~40 was seen at Timble by several observers in 

late June and there was a presence in the general area for the rest of the year, 

with sightings from as far afield as Kex Ghyll, the mid-Washburn reservoirs 

and Lindley Moor.  There was also a flock of 30 recorded at the Barden 

View Point in late October (DA, BB, BOG, JDe, GF&AP, K&PL, JP, PBR, 

JTo). 

 

BULLFINCH (Pyrrhula pyrrhula)             071 Sightings/28 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable with stronghold in Washburn. 

National downward trends continue to give considerable cause for concern, but there was again an 

extensive set of reports for our area, which would suggest that they are doing reasonably well here.  The 

greater number of sightings were from mid Wharfedale and the Washburn with fewer records from the 

north (where there were 1 or 2 pairs at Kilnsey and 3 at Hebden in January, and single birds thereafter at 

Kilnsey, Grass Wood, Threshfield and Grimwith, until 2 pairs were seen just north of Hebden at the end of 

the year).  Most sightings were of between 2 and 4 birds, although there were several sightings from Sun 

Lane of up to 8 birds at the beginning of the year and 10+ from the western shore of Fewston at the end of 

January.  Reports were received in every month of the year albeit with very limited sightings between June 

and the end of September.  There were only 2 records of successful breeding from gardens: there were 3 

juveniles in Menston on 5
th
 July and a juvenile on an Addingham feeder on 28

th
 August (MVB, D&AB, 

AB*, N&AB, BOG, DB, EC*, CJC, JDe, J&JD, JF, GSH, N&PH, JHe&RC, D&RH, D&ML, K&PL, 

GL*, JL*, JP, PP, BQ*, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*, WNSB). 
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HAWFINCH (Coccothraustes coccothraustes)           008 Sightings/01Sites 

Rare visitor. 

A single bird, which had arrived on 20
th
 December and was confirmed as a female, remained at Anchor 

Farm, Timble until 9
th
 January (there was confirmation that the other bird present for a short period from 

28
th
 December was also a female).  An influx of hawfinch on the east coast in October has yet to produce 

any sightings in the area (BOG, CJC, JP, PRo, E&PS, TV*). 

REED BUNTING (Emberiza schoeniclus)           064 Sightings/21 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

This is a generally scarce but well-reported species, which is subject to local winter movement out of our 

area and/or to lowland sites such as Otley, where it was reported in most months.  It is rare in the north of 

the region: the species breeds at Grimwith but otherwise the only report was of a pair in a Grassington 

garden on 12
th
 February with the female seen regularly until the end of March.  Most reports, though, are 

usually for the breeding season from March to July with just a few earlier or later sightings.  Overall it 

appears to be doing well in a number of strongholds.  The greatest numbers continue to be seen at Otley 

with a peak count of 11 (5 males and 6 females) on 3
rd

 May.  Good numbers of birds were also recorded 

from Knotford (6) and Grimwith (7) both in late March.  There were few records of breeding reported this 

year (D&AB, N&AB, BOG, DB, JMC, CJC, JDe, JF, PG, AMG, JHe&RC, HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, 

PP, PBR, DLR, BQ*, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, J&SW, WNSB). 

SNOW BUNTING (Plectrophenax nivalis)             001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage migrant/winter visitor. 

Local records are from moorland areas and usually from the southern Pennines (in the southern part of the 

BOG area).  The only sighting from the WNS area was of a single bird on Ilkley Moor just south of 

Whetstone Gate on 15
th
 November (BOG). 

YELLOWHAMMER (Emberiza citrinella)             005 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident, which moves down the valley in winter; population declining but just holding on. 

Usually observed, though very infrequently in mid-Wharfedale and the lower Washburn, with the situation 

slightly down on last year.  There were 2 sightings from Leathley, which remains the stronghold in our 

area, with a maximum of only 2 in late March (compared with a maximum of 5 recorded in the 2004 

summer).  This year there was also a sighting from Ilkley Moor at Whetstone Gate on 3
rd

 July, presumably 

from the small population on Baildon moor just to the south of the WNS area (BOG, CJC, GF&AP, PBR). 

 

EXOTIC ESCAPEES 

There was only one record, sightings of a white-phase Magellan goose (Chloephaga picta) at Grimwith on 

8
th
 and 21

st
 July associating with the flock of greylag – but it appears not to have been present throughout 

this period.  The species is found in southern South America and there are two races.  The bird was 

comparable to or slightly smaller than the greylag, suggesting in may have been one of the larger race, 

leucoptera, which is found on the Falkland Islands (LGD, JF). 
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Annex A 

2005: FIRST & LAST DATES FOR MIGRANTS 

 

First sighting at same location or same arrival date as last year are in bold and underlined. 

 

Summer Visitors 

 

 

 

First Recording Last Recording 

Date Site Date Site 

Hobby Scarce: not recorded until late June 13/09 Askwith 

Oystercatcher 24/01 Grimwith 07/11 Grimwith Reservoir  

Little Ringed Plover 03/04 Kex Ghyll 25/06 Kex Ghyll 

Ringed Plover 15/01 Grimwith Reservoir 25/08 Otley Wetland 

Common Sandpiper 15/04 Otley Wetland 16/09 Otley Wetland 

Common Tern 23/04 Otley Wetland 30/07 Otley Wetland 

Common Cuckoo 23/04 Addingham Moorside 17/08 Barden Viewpoint  

European Nightjar 24/05 Washburn 09/07 Washburn 

Common Swift 17/04 Otley Wetland 16/08 Addingham 

Sand Martin 17/03 Barden Viewpoint 20/09 Grassington 

Barn Swallow 24/03 Addingham 13/10 Addingham 

House Martin 06/04 Burley 08/10 Grassington 

Tree Pipit 17/04 Otley 10/08 Otley Wetland 

Yellow Wagtail 29/04 Linton 21/08 Otley Wetland 

Common Redstart 19/04 Lower Washburn 10/08 Timble Ings 

Whinchat 10/05 Buckden 03/09 Ilkley Moor 

Northern Wheatear 21/03 Stangill Barn (Littondale) 21/09 Stangill Barn 

Ring Ouzel (L) 30/03 Hebden 09/11 Barden Fell 

Sedge Warbler 30/04 Otley Wetland 07/08 Grimwith Reservoir 

Reed Warbler 21/05 Otley Wetland 07/08 Otley Wetland 

Common Whitethroat 01/05 Gallows Hill 06/09 Ilkley Moor 

Garden Warbler 29/04 Ben Rhydding GP 31/08 Sun Lane 

Wood Warbler 27/04 Strid Woods 29/05 Strid Woods/Dob Park 

Willow Warbler 28/03 Otley Wetland 15/09 Burley garden 

Spotted Flycatcher 14/04 Lower Grass Wood 04/09 Grimwith Reservoir 

Pied Flycatcher 10/04 Lower Grass Wood 07/08 Grass Wood 

Linnet 30/04 Whetstone Gate 24/09 Grimwith Reservoir 

 

 Insufficient annual records (10 sightings or fewer) to attach much confidence to these dates – 

unless species are site-specific and that site is well watched, e.g. common tern at Otley Wetland 

 

Winter Visitors 

 

 

 

Last dates First Dates 

Date Site Date Site 

Common Goldeneye 29/04 Fewston Reservoir 18/10 Grimwith Reservoir 

Waxwing 01/04 Sun Lane, Burley 21/11 Sun Lane garden 

Fieldfare 23/04 Grimwith Reservoir 14/10 Conistone 

Redwing 04/04 Mid-Washburn 15/10 Timble 

Brambling 27/04 Farnley Lake 22/10 Timble 

 


