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FOREWORD
As I settle down to write this Foreword the uppermost thought in my mind is that the year 2004 was a highly
significant year in the Society’s history. The current picture is one of a successful and thriving Society at a
time when this is far from the norm. As usual the reasons for this success are many and varied but, above all
else, I believe it boils down to team work – and we do have a splendid team. In saying this can I emphasise
that I am not just talking about the Committee, wonderfully supportive though they have been, but everyone
else who has made their mark – the Recorders, the many ordinary members who contribute to the
organisation of individual events and respond to appeals for help, and those who simply pay their
subscriptions because they want to be part of a Society that is at least trying, in however small a way, to do
something to both report on and improve the lot of our wildlife. It is indeed an honour and a privilege to be
President of the Society as we embark on our 60thAnniversary Year.
One clear measure of our success is the continuing growth in membership which, at the end of 2003, stood
at 327 but by the end of 2004 had reached 384 – an increase of 57 in one year. This increase has also
generally been reflected in attendance at individual events throughout the year culminating in the momentous
decision to move our winter indoor meeting venue to the Sanctuary at Christchurch, at the beginning of
2005, to take advantage of their significantly higher capacity. We are of course indebted to Christchurch for
presenting us with this solution to what was becoming a significant problem.
At least the problems I have mentioned above are those of success but we should not be complacent – we
have to keep working at it by continuing to be accessible, friendly, helpful, welcoming and entertaining. I
certainly intend to continue to do all in my power to ensure that our winning formula is maintained and I
make no apology for using the word entertaining. Our bedrock is our knowledge and objectivity but we must
always bear in mind the need to go one step further to attract and retain members without whom we would
decline.
With regard to our first core objective of Recording, we’ve had another splendid year with many Recorders
receiving a very high number of records from our enhanced membership giving them plenty to do at the
year-end to compile this Review. Recording has been a fundamental for the Society ever since its formation
back in 1945 and this Review demonstrates the high standard which we are maintaining in this critical area.
Concerning our second core objective of Conservation we go from strength to strength particularly at the
Reserves in which we are most involved namely Grass Wood, Otley Wetland and Sun Lane. All these
Reserves show clearly the benefits from work undertaken by enthusiastic volunteers from our Society. Many
thanks to all those who have made a contribution to this undoubted success story.
We have now had a full year’s experience of using our digital projector and I do not doubt, from the many
positive comments received, that this development has been much appreciated by members. No doubt this
technology will be an increasing feature of our indoor meetings. We used money from the Conservation
Fund to purchase a strimmer for use at the Reserves in which we are involved and this has proved a great
success with extensive use at Otley and Sun Lane.
Our Winter and Summer programmes were as busy and successful as ever thanks again to the hard work of
Lesley Barrett (with assistance of course from Don) and Olwen Middleton, who organised the Summer
Programme, and the very many people who supported them by giving talks, leading walks etc. I firmly
believe that the winter evening talks given by Members are nearly always among the year’s highlights and
2004 was no exception with the talk by Freda Draper undoubtedly the most memorable talk of the year –
what wonderful photographs! NB Freda will be back next winter season by popular demand. I should also
mention the success enjoyed by the Society with the Paul Hudson evening at the Kings Hall. This was Lesley
Barrett’s idea and there is no doubt that it was a successful event in every sense.
There were two resignations from the Committee in 2004 namely Chris Hartley and Paula Senior – our
warmest thanks are due to both of them for past endeavours on the Society’s behalf. Chris had given many
years’ service and is still happy to assist us in a variety of ways not least by leading the winter Sunday walks.
Their places on Committee have been taken by David Carr (returning after a short break) and Richard
Rundle, a relatively new member. Many thanks to both of them for helping us to share the load! Thanks also
to Anne Riley who has taken over the role of Refreshment Co-ordinator from Shirley Ward who gave many
years’ splendid service in this role.
As I feel sure you will appreciate all the Committee have been a great help and support throughout the year
and I know you will wish me to take this opportunity to give them my warmest thanks for all their efforts on
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behalf of the Society. Whilst I hesitate to single out individual members I feel sure other Committee
members will understand if I highlight Eric and Margaret Hutchinson, Treasurer and Membership Secretary
respectively, who continue to serve the Society to the highest possible standard. In addition I would wish to
highlight the longest serving committee member, namely David Leather, who, with Jenny Dixon, is again
responsible for the production of this wonderful record of our activities through the past year.
In conclusion I would wish to highlight that the year 2005 is our Diamond Jubilee year and, if it proves to
be anything like as successful as 2004, we will have good reason to be pleased. Special events are being
planned culminating in the visit of Alan Titchmarsh on Thursday 3rd November and an Exhibition on the
afternoon of the Coffee Morning two days later - as ever your support for these events, and the host of other
events we have planned for this year, will be much appreciated.
Many thanks to all of you for your support and participation through the year.
Peter Riley
President
EDITORIAL
The Wharfedale Naturalist 2004 is a bumper edition – over 90 pages! Thanks for this are especially due to
our Recorders for their contributions, but thanks too to the growing number of members who are now
regularly sending in records of their sightings over the year. As we approach the Society’s Diamond Jubilee,
it’s exciting to look back over 60 years of observing wildlife in Wharfedale. Last year Ken Limb surveyed
the hoverfly records for our area and John Flood looked back over bird records from 1946 to 2003. This year
we have substantial articles from Julie Tight, analysing the Society’s weather records since their inception
and from Freda Draper and David Howson reflecting on twenty-five years of butterfly records. As concern
grows about climate change and habitat loss, this kind of retrospective becomes increasingly valuable. It also
makes fascinating reading!
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LIFE IN THE RIO TINTO AND A LINK WITH MARS
On a beautiful sunny day in January 2005 we visited Rio Tinto Mines in
the hills of south-west Spain. The mines have been among the largest in
Europe with mining going on for the last 6,000 years and ending in the
1990s. The Romans mined silver for their coinage, and in the late 19 th
century the British firm Rio Tinto Zinc took it over, producing large
amounts of copper and other metals including gold, silver and iron.
Geologically the area contains one of the biggest sulphide ore deposits in
the world.
After a look round the museum we went to one of the big holes named
Peña Hierro (Iron Mountain), now a gaping hole with 60m of deep
Water sample from the River
brown water in it, surrounded by colourful rock walls, of red, orange,
Tinto in which cells of heliozoa,
pale grey and brown. Nearby we stopped to look at the actual source of
diatoms, and dinoflagelates,
the River Tinto where two small streams, one bright red and the other a
and much smaller prokaryotes,
thick yellow ochre, ran out of the hillside. Soon the two streams
can be seen.
mingled into red puddles and yellow coated rocks.
Photo: Dr. Ricardo Amils.
Some young scientists were quietly
working in groups using
complicated-looking equipment – to record what? – the colour of the
water, the texture of the rocks? They seemed to be having difficulty making their instruments function. The
warm winter sun lent an optimistic note and a cheery bearded man, who had researched the area for fifteen
years, told us that the colour of the water was due to the presence of bacteria that fed on the pyrite (FeS ). 2
“Yes” he said, “these guys chew pyrite! And in doing so they produce sulphuric acid, giving the water a pH
value of 2!” The microbes didn’t need oxygen from the air to survive but took it from the underground water.
Apparently the water on the surface is so acid that it can ruin your shoes and clothing if you get them wet.
But, although no larger life lived in the water, some algae that were bright green and produced oxygen grew
in some of the streams. The redness was made by other bacteria that oxidised the ferrous iron to red
haematite iron which dissolved in the highly acidic river water. We later went for a ride on a little train with
early 20 th century wooden carriages for a 23 kilometre trip through the old workings and down river, where
the water was still bright red and the rocks yellow although the river was much wider.
That evening in our hotel bedroom we switched on Spanish TV News and there was our friendly informant
explaining to the nation the importance and uniqueness of the source streams of the Rio Tinto! He was astromicrobiologist Dr Ricardo Amils from Madrid University. We also saw a picture of him next day in the daily
El Mundo.
It turned out that the people making the scientific survey were American scientists from NASA, using
spectrometers. They were hoping to make a connection between the Rio Tinto and a region of Mars where
haematite occurs and where subsurface liquid water is also thought to lie. It is believed that the red iron ore
on Mars may have been deposited in the distant past by bacterial action similar to that going on in Rio Tinto
today. Over the next three years a NASA robot will investigate the Rio Tinto mines, drilling cores of
underground rocks by remote control in a simulation exercise for a future Mars mission.
The river loses its acidity and colour after a few kilometres and in its lower reaches, from where,
incidentally, on 3rd August 1492 Christopher Columbus set sail, the river is quite like any other and up to two
or three hundred metres wide as it joins the Atlantic at the port of Huelva.
David and Midge Leather
THEN AND NOW – CHANGES IN THE BUTTERFLY POPULATION IN THE LAST 25 YEARS.
The WNS is fortunate in having historical data stretching back into the 1940s, although it was sparse in the
earlier years. In 1979 the butterfly recorder of the day, Freda Draper, assessed the butterfly distribution in
our recording area, and it seems timely for us to work together and compare her conclusions with the
situation as it looks in 2004, twenty five years on. There are problems with this: we now have many more
records submitted – 30 times as many in 2004 compared with 1979 – and from more observers, who each
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year cover more of our recording area. In recent years we are fortunate that Butterfly Conservation and the
Upper Wharfedale Field Society have both become active in our area and that their specialists have enhanced
our knowledge. Although the greatest concentration of records is still as it was in 1979 ‘in the Pool to Ilkley
area’ it can no longer be said that beyond Grassington the records are ‘very sparse indeed’.
Nevertheless a direct comparison of the status of individual species will now be given, with notes added
where the increase of observations seems to be material.
HESPERIIDAE
1526 SMALL SKIPPER Thymelicus sylvestris
The butterfly has expanded in North England since the 1970s. Since the first record in Ilkley in 1984 the
Small Skipper has spread widely, and there are now at least 25 sites in Wharfedale as far up the dale as
Kilnsey, in the Washburn valley, and on the high land near Greenhow. Some colonies are large with peak
counts of over one hundred. The insect is single brooded and is on the wing in June to August. The larval
foodplant is Yorkshire-fog grass, and the larva hibernates over winter.
1531 LARGE SKIPPER Ochlodes venata
Known in both Wharfedale and Washburndale, first recorded in 1947. First found in Upper Wharfedale in
1996, apparently expanding its range. All together 15-20 sites are now known. Most colonies seem to be
small although one regularly has a peak count in three figures. Seen on the wing in May to August. Much of
the 1979 assessment is still relevant: ‘Found as localised colonies on rough ground in Ben Rhydding,
Middleton, Burley and Menston and more frequently in the Washburn Valley. No records at all from Upper
Wharfedale. The main food plant is Cock's Foot grass and the larvae hibernate for the winter.’
1532 DINGY SKIPPER Erynnis tages
There was one record from Lindley in 1976, and a more recent sighting that has not reached the records.
Colonies could exist in our recording area even in some isolated cold, wet location. A recent survey has
found some such sites further North, and its author suggests looking in disused quarries, spoil heaps and the
like, particularly where there is lots of bare ground. The 1979 comments still hold true: ‘the Dingy Skipper
is dull brown and moth-like and easily overlooked. It should be looked for in May and June on dry banks
where grows the larval foodplant, bird's foot trefoil. It hibernates as a full-grown caterpillar.’
PIERIDAE
1545 CLOUDED YELLOW
Colias croceus
This migrant butterfly appears each year in the UK, and has been recorded here in five scattered years since
1979, most recently in 2003. In August 1983 there were sixteen records spread right across the area, the best
in any year to date. The 1979 comments were: ‘Several seen in the Ilkley area in 1947’, which was a
'croceus' year, when large numbers of this migrant butterfly spread over the country. Not recorded since.’
1546 BRIMSTONE Gonepteryx rhamni
A rare visitor to Wharfedale until a few years ago. Following
thirty years when no butterfly was seen one or two appeared
and since 1993 there have been sightings every year. Since
2002 there have been over 20 records a year and larvae have
been found at Sun Lane NR and in other places following
planting of buckthorn. Edited comments from the 1979 report
follow: ‘recorded from 1949-1953 in the Ilkley area, but none
since. In 1979 a caterpillar was found in Grass Woods. The
food plants are the two species of buckthorn. The butterflies
over-winter in hibernation, re-appearing in Spring when the
eggs are laid.’
The next three species are the common ‘Whites’. During the last 25 years no changed pattern can be
seen in their numbers or distribution.
1549 LARGE WHITE Pieris brassicae
Seen all over the area except on the high ground. (By 1979, records had not been received beyond
Kettlewell). Has been a relatively common butterfly throughout the life of the WNS and far beyond,
although numbers vary widely from year to year. Typically has two or three generations covering from April
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to September. The insect is very mobile and does not form colonies. The following comments from the 1979
report are still relevant: ‘A common butterfly in the lower dale during the summer, particularly in gardens.
The larvae feed on the cabbage family, also the garden nasturtium and can be common in early autumn.
Overwinters as a chrysalis.’
1550 SMALL WHITE Pieris rapae
Seen virtually all over the area, with two or three generations covering from March to October. (By 1979,
records had not been received beyond Kettlewell). Has been a common butterfly for many years, although
numbers vary widely from year to year. The insect is very mobile and does not form colonies. Its green
caterpillars are not welcomed by gardeners – it overwinters as a chrysalis. The 1979 comments are still
relevant. ‘Commoner than the above ( Large White), with the same distribution and food plants.’
1551 GREEN-VEINED WHITE Pieris napi
Even more widespread and numerous than the previous insects in our recording area, having a liking for
damp upland areas where it can be the only species present. More likely to form colonies than its relatives.
Two and sometimes three broods a year, flying typically from April to October. The 1979 comments are
still relevant ‘ is recorded from Pool to the head of the dale, often well away from human habitations and
preferring damp places – by upland streams, riverside fields or woodland clearings. Visits gardens
frequently but is NOT a pest on garden cabbages. Larval foodplants are wild cresses such as cuckoo-flower,
bittercress or jack-by-the-hedge. Overwinters as a chrysalis.’
1553 ORANGE TIP Anthocharis cardamines
The male is a striking Spring butterfly with its orange wingtips, the white female often confused with the
other ‘whites’. Only one generation a year, typically flying from April to June. Widespread and relatively
common. Prior to 1970 records were very few but by 1979 the Orange Tip was well-recorded in the lower
part of the dale and in the Washburn but not recorded above Grassington. Now it is recorded throughout
Wharfedale. The Northern movement of this species is a national pattern thought to be due to climate
change. These 1979 comments are still relevant: ‘Most commonly seen in May and June near the river
where the food plants grow, it is a frequent visitor to gardens and will breed there if sweet rocket is grown.
Other larval foodplants are jack-by-the-hedge and cuckoo-flower or lady’s smock. Overwinters as a
chrysalis.’
LYCAENIDAE
The three Hairstreaks are alike in being small, elusive butterflies, single brooded and notoriously underrecorded.
1555 GREEN HAIRSTREAK Callophrys rubi
Presently some 50 sites are known in our area, but there are few recorders so large areas remain to be
explored. The butterfly flies in April and June. Most sites are on rough ground or moorland, and the larval
food plant is predominantly bilberry with some gorse. Recently small colonies have been found near
Grassington where rock-rose may be a food plant as on limestone grassland in the South.
In 1979 a ‘few very local colonies in moorland areas’ were known. It was realised that they could be
‘undetected on other moors as the small butterflies do not move far from the breeding areas.’
We know too little about this insect to say whether the greater number of colonies just reflects increased
observer activity over the last 25 years. There is plenty of suitable habitat – colonies can exist in sheltered
spots on our highest land-and so it should be with us for years to come.
1557 PURPLE HAIRSTREAK Neozephyrus quercus
First confirmed in our district in 2001, although there was an old site near Farnley known to the YNU. To
date twelve sites have been reported, mainly around Ilkley and Burley, although one is higher up
Wharfedale and several are in Washburndale. There are two clusters of sites and each may in reality be one
large site. Flies in July and August, but a difficult butterfly for observers since it rarely descends from the
oaks in which it lives. There has been an expansion of range northwards in recent years, and the consensus
view is that there has been a spread within Yorkshire.
1558 WHITE-LETTER HAIRSTREAK Satyrium w-album
First recorded in 1989, the number of known sites has grown to ten. Most of the butterflies have been seen
nectaring on creeping thistle or ragwort in July. The wych elms primarily used as food plant are often small,
as many mature trees have died from disease. This is the case at the first site in Burley where it is felt that
the butterflies must have been present unobserved in the years before the trees were felled. Like the purple
hairstreak there has been a range expansion northwards, though the reason for the increase in sites locally is
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unclear. In contrast in the Castleford area it is felt that the number of colonies has merely recovered to the
number pre Dutch Elm disease.
1561 SMALL COPPER Lycaena phlaeas
In 1979 it was felt to be ‘Frequent in the lower dale on the millstone grit soils where its foodplant, sheep's
sorrel, is common but very few records from the limestone areas. Triple-brooded in a good summer and can
be common on waste ground and in heathy places. It hibernates as a caterpillar.’
Has perhaps declined over the last 25 years, although numbers fluctuate widely from year to year. ‘Fairly
common’ rather than ‘frequent’ sums up the present position, otherwise the 1979 remarks still apply. May
be seen, typically, from May to September, and our records cover over 100 locations.
1573 NORTHERN BROWN ARGUS Aricia artaxerxes
The 1979 comments still apply, ‘Only found on the limestones of Upper Wharfedale in very localised
colonies, often in company with the Common Blue, but only if rock-rose is present. Hibernates as a
caterpillar.’ At that time it was thought that the insects were Brown Argus, Aricia agestis, but recent work
has determined that our colonies are hybrids of the two species, mostly artaxerxes.
This uncommon butterfly is single brooded, flying typically in June. Wharfedale was recently surveyed
and some 16 colonies were found. These include two of the three largest colonies in the Yorkshire Dales,
which also happen to be the Southernmost. Habitat management by cooperation with the farmers and
landowners is currently being put in place. Nevertheless research suggests that global warming may be a
threat to the NBA as it is an insect of cool climates.
The WNS record on a few sites and Butterfly Conservation record on the two largest. Generally the
populations appear to have been stable over the 25 years, although one small site may be lost.
1574 COMMON BLUE Polyommatus icarus
Some strong colonies exist wherever the food plants grow abundantly. The Sun Lane NR site is managed
for the colony, which is bivoltine with many blue females. In Upper Wharfedale the species is univoltine
and quite common, elsewhere it is local. There is a very large univoltine colony in a disused quarry near
Greenhow. Whilst some colonies have flourished and others become extinct, overall the situation is little
changed from that portrayed by the 1979 review, which said: ‘Colonies are found locally from Pool to the
water-shed and there are several in the Washburn Valley. Foodplants are trefoils, rest-harrow and clovers,
the caterpillars hibernating through the winter.’
1580 HOLLY BLUE Celastrina argiolus.
The 1979 report mentioned ‘one butterfly seen in 1950’ and none since.
The first change post 1979 was a sighting in 1989, since when the butterfly has been seen yearly in small
numbers. The peak year for reports showed 73 in 2003.
The Holly Blue has become a familiar sight between Addingham and Otley, and there have been a few
sightings further up the dales, with two as far as Grass Wood. There are two, sometimes three, generations a
year and butterflies are on the wing from April to September. The foodplants are typically holly in the
spring generation, ivy later.
This butterfly is unusual in having strong cyclical fluctuations in abundance of period 6-7 years, and
periodic fluctuations in range, so that the dramatic spread Northwards from which we have clearly
benefited may not last.
NYMPHALIDAE
1590 RED ADMIRAL Vanessa atalanta
This butterfly is a strong-flying migrant that spreads over the UK every year. Numbers have been
increasing, perhaps due to global warming. It can be seen here from June to October typically, in any kind
of habitat. In our area there have been June records in every year since 2000 and May records since 2002.
The 1979 report said ‘Sometimes common, but not every year, the Red Admiral is another migrant from
the Mediterranean and rarely survives the winter here. In good summers, together with Peacocks and the
Painted Lady, it makes the garden buddleias a joy to behold. Recorded the whole length of the dale, chiefly
from village areas and mostly in the late summer, it can sometimes be seen on ivy blossom as late as
November. The caterpillars feed on nettles.’ Since 1979 there has been only one year of scarcity.
1591 PAINTED LADY Vanessa cardui
Like the Red Admiral, a strong-flying migrant that reaches the UK every year in widely varying numbers.
There is no pattern to the fluctuations, conditions on the breeding sites in North Africa and prevailing
weather patterns appearing critical. It is continuously brooded and in Yorkshire may typically be seen from
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May to October in any place. Numbers were high in 1996 and 2003, and it has been commoner in recent
years.
The 1979 report include: ‘….some years none at all and never numerous. It comes from the Mediterranean
regions and is not hardy in this country but breeds here during the Summer, the larvae feeding on thistles
and occasionally, nettles’.
In the 1970s there were none in 4 years. Some have been seen every year since 1984.
1593 SMALL TORTOISESHELL Aglais urticae
Resident, unmistakable, a common butterfly with numbers fluctuating annually. No change since the 1979
review, which said ‘Our commonest vanessid and seen throughout the dale. It hibernates in the winter and
is sometimes numerous in spring, more so in July and August, often seen on thistles in the wild and
buddleia and sedums in the garden. Common nettle is the foodplant of the black spiny caterpillars, which
feed in colonies, and the butterfly is double-brooded’.
1596 CAMBERWELL BEAUTY Nymphalis antiopa
Since the last review there have been two sightings in 1986, one in 1995 and one in 2002. Little has
changed since the following was written in 1979.
‘A rare migrant from Scandinavia, which occasionally, as in 1976, arrives in Britain in large numbers
during late summer. Two were recorded in Ilkley and the following spring there were three records… of
butterflies which had hibernated here successfully, which is even more unusual. Breeding in this country is
unknown.’
1597 PEACOCK Inachis io
Now a common and widespread resident, that can be met with anywhere in our area in most months of the
year. Nationally, it has significantly expanded its range northwards in recent years. Few records here before
1970, then began a significant increase. The 1979 review said: ‘A few Peacocks are seen in most years and
it can be numerous in a good summer on buddleias in gardens. Records are good from Pool to Grassington
with a very few from higher up the dale. It spends the winter in hibernation and the eggs are laid on nettles
in spring.’
1598 COMMA Polygonia c-album
Not mentioned in the 1979 review, although there had been one
record in 1977.There was a dramatic Northward expansion
nationally in the 1990s, which meant that after a few previous
sightings it became a familiar sight from 1992 onwards.
Warmer winters and springs are thought to have been key
factors. Now a common and widespread butterfly, with two
generations a year hibernating overwinter. The larval foodplant
may be nettle or wych elm locally.
1607 DARK GREEN FRITILLARY Argynnis aglaja
A sighting of this magnificent insect is an event in our area- it
should be looked for in July or August. A small colony existed
for a few years near Greenhow, but the last record from there
was in 1997. There was a possible sighting at Sun Lane NR in 2000, and in 2003 following two more
‘possibles’, a definite identification, another sighting near Thruscross, and a sighting of two large fritillaries
at Grass Wood. In 2004 there have been a number of sightings of dark green fritillaries (DGF) in Upper
Wharfedale.
We can but wonder whether small colonies already exist here or are being established. The YNU
millennium review noted that the DGF had made a slight recovery in Yorkshire. Here are some edited
comments from our 1979 review: ‘was recorded in the Society’s early years from the Washburn Valley and
at Ben Rhydding in 1949, but not since. The YNU has later records. It is a large, tawny, fast-flying butterfly
and the eggs are laid on wild violets, the caterpillars over-wintering in the plants while very tiny.’
SATYRIDAE
1614 SPECKLED WOOD Pararge aegeria
The first sighting in our area was in 1992, and then, following a few more, there were seventeen in 2003
and over forty in 2004. It looks as though the Speckled Wood will become a common butterfly here as it
has been for many years in other parts of the country. This is not unexpected. Nationally there has been a
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continuing expansion in its range from the 1920s onwards, following an equally dramatic contraction late in
the 19 th century. In Yorkshire there has been a steady expansion since 1980. So far sightings have been
from lower Wharfedale and Washburndale, with a few from the area of Grass Wood.
1615 WALL Lasiommata megera
Although there are national concerns about an inland decrease in range, the Wall seems to have remained
fairly unchanged in Yorkshire. However numbers fluctuate widely from year to year, decreasing with cool
wet summers, and this is reflected in our records.
Widespread, usually in small numbers, but with few records from Upper Wharfedale. September and,
recently, October sightings have become commonplace.
The 1979 report reflects a particularly good year in 1977: ’Has increased since recording began and is
frequent in many grassy areas, upland as well as lowland but not common in gardens, and not recorded very
far up the dale. Double-brooded and on the wing in May and June and again in August. The foodplants are
various coarse grasses and the caterpillars hibernate for the winter.’
1618 SCOTCH ARGUS Erebia aethiops
Once abundant at Grass Wood, the colony became extinct, probably in 1927 although there is one later
record in 1955. Other sites in Wharfedale were mentioned much earlier.
In 1982-84 a few insects were seen across the valley in the Threshfield area. It is believed these came from
an attempted reintroduction near Grass Wood in 1976, although in 1977 no insects could be found. Some
naturalists believe there may still be a colony is some remote part of the dale.
1625 GATEKEEPER Pyronia tithonus
Has been expanding up the east side of the country through Yorkshire. The first sighting in our area was in
1995, since when it has spread widely. It prefers lowland areas and is not yet confirmed in Upper
Wharfedale. Over twenty colonies have become established, several yielding high counts. There is one
generation a year, the insect flying in July and August, the larvae feeding on fine grasses and hibernating
hidden at the base of clumps during the winter.
1626 MEADOW BROWN Maniola jurtina
Widespread and common in the lower dales, abundant on some sites. Has been spreading in Upper
Wharfedale where there is suitable habitat. No sign that the abundance has changed markedly over twentyfive years, but increased recording has filled some of the gaps in range.
The 1979 review said: ‘Though regarded as one of Britain's commonest butterflies, the Meadow Brown is
less frequently seen in Wharfedale than (Wall). Found in waste grassy places, from June to September,
records are quite good in suitable areas around Ben Rhydding, Burley and Menston, down to Pool and in
the lower Washburn, then nothing until Grassington and no records any higher. Foodplants are various
grasses and winter is passed as a caterpillar.’
Now Meadow Brown is seen much more often than Wall, perhaps due to increased recording.
1627 SMALL HEATH Coenonympha pamphilus
May have decreased in recent years, certainly some lowland sites have been lost. Nationally less common
than in 1990, no change noted by the YNU in Yorkshire. At present appears fairly common and
widespread, particularly in Upper Wharfedale. Recorded numbers never in three figures in contrast with the
two preceding species. The 1979 view was more positive: ‘Common in moorland and grassy places the
whole length of the recording area and very abundant in good years in some places. The smaller grasses are
its food plants and the caterpillar over-winters.’
1629 RINGLET Aphantopus hyperantus
Has expanded its range in England, mostly in the 1990s. In Yorkshire it increased considerably in West
Yorkshire and is now expanding northwards.
Seen first in our area in 1987, known only on one site for several years, it has now reached 30 sites and
seems still to be spreading. Several colonies support large populations with counts of over one hundred.
Known from both dales, penetrating well into Upper Wharfedale.
There is a single generation and it may be seen flying from June to August. The larva feeds on coarse
grasses and hibernates at their base. The butterfly likes damp habitats and will fly in cool cloudy weather. It
cannot tolerate extreme drought.
Frieda Draper and David Howson
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DEER, LIKE BAGPIPES, ARE BEST AT A DISTANCE!
It had to happen on a Sunday evening of course. A phone – call just as I was relaxing after a busy weekend. The agitated caller explained how a fawn had suddenly jumped from nowhere onto the road right in
front of him, so there was no chance of avoiding it. The impact knocked the animal unconscious, whilst his
front bumper suffered a big dent. Having bundled the body into the boot, the man was now en route to the
surgery, could I take it from there please. “I’ll come with you” volunteered my son. “It isn't often you get to
deal with deer.”
We drove in silence, each with the same daydream. There on our back lawn lay our own beautiful little
Bambi, recovering quietly in the grass, the dappled sunlight playing on his golden coat his big brown eyes
fixed on the gate awaiting our return, whilst his long silky ears flicked backwards and forwards listening for
the sound of our footsteps. Strains of Debussy were running through my head, but I doubt if the same
applied to my teenage offspring.
Waiting at the surgery were two cars. The motorist involved in the
accident, plus in the second a couple who had seen what happened,
stopped to help, and then guided the man to our premises. They knew
the way because Christine was a qualified veterinary nurse who
worked with me. I had help on hand if needed. As the lid of the car
boot was opened we peered in to look at the patient. Lying there was
not the baby fawn we were expecting, but a half-grown buck,
complete with small horns. Bang went the daydream.
“Can I leave it with you?” asked the motorist. “I’m in a dreadful
hurry.” So four of us carried the unconscious animal inside as the
slightly shaken car owner with the dented bumper – and radiator grill,
sped away.
The patient was placed in a dog kennel whilst I checked it’s injuries.
“Severe concussion and possible damage to the neck” I announced,
backing out of the cage and closing the door.
“What sort is it?” asked my son. This is where my nurse’s husband came in useful. His sibling was a
veterinary surgeon who specialized in deer and had a world-wide reputation in his field. “I’ll ring my
brother.” Said Paul. It solved a big problem for me. Being unsure of which drugs suited deer and which
didn't I would have needed to ring him for advice, not a good idea on a Sunday evening! However if his
brother rang him, surely he would not mind, and I could slip in the odd question or two.
The call was made, but the first question was fired at us. “He wants a description of it first so he can tell
what breed it is.” Paul informed me. So we gave one, – the response was dramatic! Down the line came a
roaring voice which could be clearly heard by everyone in the room. “It’s a young ROE BUCK. Get it OUT
of your surgery before it destroys the place. Those deer are wild, wild wild!”
“It's in a dog kennel at the moment.” “I don't care!. The minute it recovers it will wreck the place, you will
never be able to handle it. Get it out of there NOW.”
Oh whoopee! So what could I do with the animal. It still lay there paddling its front feet, but otherwise
unresponsive. There was no question of returning it to near where it was found. I had no idea how much
brain damage there was, and if he blundered onto the road again it might well result in a severe accident.
There was only one garden I knew of that could have housed him. It belonged to a friend of mine, but the
last time she had experienced that unforgettable moment of gazing out of her window and seeing a group of
deer silhouetted against the dawn sky as the morning mist swirled round them, – they had been polishing off
her prize roses. Her attitude towards the species was somewhat biased to say the least.
No, letting it loose again was out of the question. It had to be put down. “Are you going to shoot it?”
someone asked. Not a good idea in a built-up area on a Sunday evening. It would take hours explaining the
situation to the police when they came screaming up in the panda car. An overdose of anaesthetic it had to
be. “Pity,” said the same someone, “I just fancied some venison steaks.”
Conversation was limited as my son and I drove home. “The vets on television always seem to get the
animals better, no matter what is wrong with them.” “I keep telling you, you can’t believe everything you see
on the box.” “Huh!” was the only reply.
Pamela Braithwaite
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GRAPPLING WITH AQUATIC PLANTS
Having decided that my ability to identify aquatic plants was pretty pathetic, I booked myself onto a Field
Studies Council-run course, to be held at Preston Montford Field Centre at the end of June 2004. The centre
is based at an attractive Queen Anne house, standing in farmland a few miles west of Shrewsbury.
On our first evening, our group met in the lab, 17 students and our tutor. Most of the students were young
professionals, working for local authorities or independent surveyors. We were given impressive sets of
hand-outs, then taken through those families of higher plants with at least one aquatic member (46 in all,
more than I had imagined). A true aquatic plant is one that spends at least 95% of its life standing in or
floating on water.
Next morning we visited two pools at Brown Moss, an SSSI of common land,
with 13 pools. These had formed as kettle-holes, where two ice sheets had met and impacted, then finally
withdrawn, leaving ice blocks. These eventually melted and peaty pools were left.
In the first pool, we met Water Lobelia, Awl-wort and Pipewort, Shore-weed and Quillwort, as well as the
dreaded New Zealand Pigmy-weed (Crassula helmsii) – an unwelcome and intrusive alien. The water here,
however, is not sufficiently nutrient-rich for it to spread freely, so its growth was modest.
At the second pool, we found White Water-lilies, Duckweeds, Pond Water Crowfoot and our first two (of
the many) Pondweeds (Blunt-leaved and Small-leaved), as well as Water Violet, Fringed Water-lily,
Branched Bur-reed and Lesser Bulrush.
In the afternoon we visited another SSSI, Colemere, near Ellesmere, also a glacial kettle-hole mere. Here
we were introduced to the Water Starworts, and warned that they form a tricky group. We also found
Horned Pondwort and Fennel-leaved Pondweed. At the margin was a splendid plant of Cowbane, a highly
poisonous umbellifer. An impressive emergent plant was Great Fen Sedge, a plant of calcareous fens. It has
awesomely serrated leaves and splendid branched flowering stems about 2m tall.
Each time we met a new plant, our tutor worked hard to get us to think what we might confuse it with, and
to look for the features distinguishing it from its “look-alikes”. So when we found Sweet Flag, we sniffed it
for its tangerine smell, then checked the leaf blade shape (keeled on both sides, unlike Bur-reed and Yellow
Flag).
Floating in the shallow water near the pond edge was the attractive alga, Hydrodictyon, which is composed
of a mesh of long cells, looking like microscopic bright green wire netting.
That evening, we were initiated into the art of converting a 99p balloon-type egg whisk into a useful
grapnel for gathering submerged and floating plants.
Next morning saw us travelling up the Long Mynd to Wildmoor Pool. When we got out of the minibus,
we were met by strong winds and horizontal rain, not conducive to good botanising! We were told that the
site is a superb haunt for dragonflies (but not today!).
Bottle Sedge was growing here – an important plant for NVC analysis, as it cannot tolerate nutrientenriched water. Water Horsetail was also present, often a companion of Bottle Sedge. It, too, is useful in
NVC analysis, with its hollow, squashy stems. Bogbean, Lesser Spearwort, Blinks and Yellow Flag were
growing in and around this upland moorland pond, as well as 3 more Water Crowfoots (? Crowfeet?) –
Round-leaved, Ivy-leaved and Common.
The afternoon saw us in the calmer surroundings of Shrewsbury, trying out our new grapnels in the river
Severn. It was difficult to avoid hooking supermarket trolleys and the like, let alone unwary passers-by!
However, we did find Flowering Rush, two more pondweeds and Upright Bur-reed.
Lastly, we went to a pond at Copthorne, where there was Galingale, Hornwort and Water Soldier. Water
Soldier is often sold as a pond plant. It has striking rosettes of spiny leaves, which float at the surface, and
white flowers. In winter, the rosettes sink down into the mud.
That evening, we were taught about making voucher specimens, when identification is difficult and more
authoritative help is needed.
As this course was part of the University of Birmingham’s Certificate of Biological Recording scheme,
there was to be a final test. So, instead of everyone retiring to the bar in the usual way, folk were tucked
away in corners, learning names and families, features and look-alikes, then testing each other and working
out mnemonics. A mental picture of a frog holding the Canadian flag still reminds me that Canadian
Waterweed is in the same family (Hydrocharitaceae) as Frogbit.
Next day, our final visit was to the spectacular Vyrnwy Aqueduct on the Montgomery Canal. This site is
an SSSI and also a SAC (of European importance). It is probably the best site for aquatic macrophytes in
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lowland Britain. However, because of an Act of Parliament, passed in the 1980s, British Waterways are
likely to get a è million grant to reopen the canal to boa
t traffic. It is such an attractive place, that its
tourist potential could be great – but this would be bad news for its special plants.
Two of these special plants are particularly endangered – Grasswrack Pondweed and Floating Water
Plantain. They are both listed as Nationally Scarce, ie known from only 16 to 100 10 km squares in Britain.
For Floating Water Plantain, this is its only site south of Scotland, and it is abundant here. What will its
future be ?
Our test starts after lunch. For a few of us it is optional. We have to identify a series of specimens, giving
reasons. At the end, our tutor reluctantly parts from the common room TV (tennis at Wimbledon), to go
through the answers with those of us not doing the test formally.
Canadian Waterweed did turn up, but
thankfully no Water Starworts! Someone else has fallen into the same trap as I have, confusing Blinks and
NZ Pigmy-weed. We mentally kick ourselves.
Then we are free to go, after a very busy and productive course. Our tutor has been unfailingly well
prepared, clear and helpful. We have met about 50 aquatic species, and I am now much more confident.
Otley Wetlands, here I come!
Nicky Vernon
NATURE ON YOUR DOORSTEP
It’s nearly four years now since we started writing the WNS Nature Notes column for the Ilkley Gazette, and
finding a new topic every fortnight can be a bit of a challenge. So, it’s a real bonus when a WNS member
rings up with an idea or observation. “I don't know whether this is of any use, but...” generally prefaces
some fascinating observation or discovery. Last summer we had a bonanza – three such calls and every one a
winner. Not only were they all interesting stories but they also demonstrated beautifully how you can find
fascinating wildlife literally on your doorstep. We asked our callers to write up their observations for The
Wharfedale Naturalist.
In the hot days of August there was Biddy Litten’s Magnolia:
“We have a very fine magnolia grandiflora, a native of the south-east
USA where its common name is Bull Boy. The leaves are lance-shaped,
dark green and leathery. It flowers in August, the blooms being cupshaped at first then opening out and flattening revealing large orange
stamens. Once the petals have fallen off, the area at the base of the
stamens stands out, a rich dark wine colour. The nectar smells of
lemons and is very attractive to hoverflies, as I was to discover.
The tree is in a perfect position just outside my kitchen window. One
morning I was admiring its large creamy buds when I became aware of
several hoverflies circling the tightly closed bud. Clearly, they had been attracted by the scent and, though it
took the rest of the day for the flower to open fully, it was worth their while to wait for opening time.”
Then there was the curious incident of the disappearing fuchsia, reported by Margaret Paine:
“My hanging basket suddenly seemed to wilt – on closer examination I realized that the Fuchsia in the
centre had been stripped bare and resting, replete, on one of the stalks there was a four inch long (quite fat)
Elephant Hawk Moth caterpillar. What could I do with it? To release it into the garden might be hazardous. I
only had one fuchsia bush which was just bursting into flower and didn’t fancy that being stripped, nor did I
wish to present it to the birds as they can take their choice of feeders. In the mature stage this larva would
develop into a very handsome large moth with bronzy green forewing and pink and black hindwing. In the
meantime it will need to winter underground as a chrysalis. I do remember turning over the soil in the spring
this year and finding a large chrysalis which I tossed to one side. Perhaps we have a cycle going in the
garden of which I wasn’t previously aware.
The caterpillar was given a temporary home within the house in a large plastic steamer intended for the
microwave and fed on stems of fuchsia and rosebay willowherb which is supposed to be it’s diet. The latter
was definitely not a favourite! It was very hungry and active and kept me fascinated by its trunk like
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extension which was in evidence as it fed or felt
threatened. The two pairs of large false eyes gave the
impression of being very aware and I found it a real
character. Having spent three days looking a the
surrounding countryside and gardens, seeking a
suitable new home, I decided that it would have to
take it’s chance in the grounds of Highroyds but I felt
great guilt at launching it there and was filled with
anxiety when the following days brought constant
downpours.
Fortunately my digital camera provided a good record
of this creature which I shall enjoy referring to in the
future.”
Then there was the on-going saga of the Broad-leaved Helleborine. This plant was smart enough to make its
appearance on the back lawn of our Honoury Vice-President and former Botany Recorder, Joan Duncan,
someone who would recognise it, cherish it and invite all her friends round to see it. It probably holds the
2004 record for most photographed individual wild plant in Wharfedale. We featured it in the Gazette in
August, but Joan continued to monitor its progress till it set seed, and gave it a fuller and more scientific
write-up for the YNU journal, Bulletin Number 42. We are grateful to the editor, Albert Henderson, for
permission to reproduce this article.
Jenny & John Dixon
SPONTANEOUS OCCURRENCE OF EPIPACTIS HELLEBORINE ON AN ILKLEY LAWN
This year a surprise plant appeared on my lawn. Never before had anything like it grown here since I came,
over 20 years ago. It began as a clump of about nine thick leafy spikes, not specially attractive but
unidentified at first and worth protection from slugs and the lawn-mower. Over the weeks I watched it
develop until at last, on my return from a short holiday in mid-July, the flower buds had opened into little
orchid-shaped flowers lined up the stems.
It is in fact a large and vigorous specimen of Epipactis
helleborine, the Broad-leaved Helleborine. Its height (up to 70
cm) was probably helped unintentionally by previous lawn
fertilizer. This species is of special interest to the Wharfedale
Naturalists Society: in the early days we first recorded it in the
grounds of Wells House Hotel, which later became the College
and is now part of a housing development. Since our early
record Epipactis plants have appeared sporadically in gardens,
the records seeming to come from around the 500 ft contour to
the south of Ilkley below the Moor and ranging from west of
Ilkley to Ben Rhydding.
As this native species is normally found in woods it may be
suggested that it is a relic of the woodland which once covered
the valley bottom. We have had no reports of the species from
the other side of the Wharfe, except for a small plant which
grew in a roadside curb and did not survive. Botanists in the
WNS have enjoyed visits to observe my Epipactis helleborine
which has featured in the Ilkley Gazette in an article and
photograph contributed by members of the society.
Like other members of the Orchidaceae, E. helleborine has
interesting floral features. The morning after the flowers were
open was warm and sunny and an army of wasps was visiting
my Epipactis. Wasps are the known pollinators of this species.
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They were the only visiting insects I saw, except for a few hoverflies which were attracted but soon left. As
well as taking nectar the wasps play their part in pollination. Instead of producing anthers full of pollen the
orchid flowers have two pollinia. Each tiny pollinium is club-shaped with a mass of pollen above and a thin
gelatinous stalk ending at the base with a viscidium which is sticky. The wasp must have evolved side by
side with the plant species to fit exactly into the flower so that a pollinium adheres to the wasp’s head. When
the insect reaches the next flower, the pollinium is so placed that pollen rubs off onto the stigma.
Watching the busy wasps I was pleased to see one with a pollinium sticking vertically up from its head.
Having once discovered for myself the strength of this ‘glue’ in an orchid, I knew the pollinium would not
fall off until pollination had been achieved. The wasps had evidently done their vital work, vital because selfpollination is not known to occur in this species.
Now with September’s arrival the Epipactis petals have withered and a green fruit is swelling behind each.
Developing fruits are on four of the spikes, over 50 counted on the longest spike. I shall continue to watch
the progress of my Epipactis hoping that its life cycle will be safely concluded.
The local paper described my Epipactis as a ‘smart plant’ worthy of celebration in the Gazette. Now in the
YNU Bulletin it seeks wider Yorkshire fame. For my part I shall not forget the sight of the pollinium-bearing
wasp and thinking of my Epipactis making its own superglue!

Joan Duncan

AN EXAMINATION OF THE SOCIETY’S TEMPERATURE
AND PRECIPITATION RECORDS
Over this year the Society’s temperature and precipitation records have been computerized and units of
measurements standardised allowing relatively easy analysis using the magic wand of Excel.
The Society holds a nearly continuous suite of records dating back to 1939 for temperature and 1926 for
precipitation. The only significant hiatus in recording occurred in 1985, though from 1984 to 1987, the local
authority who maintained the earlier records, ceased the practice of week-end recording and of recording
sunshine hours. Members of the Society took over the role of recorder in 1987 and the daily recording of
precipitation and maximum and minimum temperature has been continuous since then.
The microclimate of any weather station is unique but I trust that the location of each station contributing
to the Ilkley record was chosen to be representative of the wider area, and hence I believe that taken together
the data from all the stations afford a reasonable insight into Ilkley’s weather over the past 78 years or so.
The table below gives a quantitative but crude summary of the temperature and precipitation data. The
figures are averages for the whole recording period and are therefore of limited interest since they hide one
of the key features of Britain’s weather, namely its variability.
Table 1: Mean temperatures (1939-2003) and precipitation (1926-2003)
Annual Spring Summer Autumn Winter
Temperature 8.8 7.8 14.8 9.4 3.3
˚C
Precipitation 933 192 210 266 266
mm
I am not an expert statistician, but I have dusted off my university notes and text books on the subject, and
also sought advice from friends who are more practised at numerical analysis and I have attempted to
identify patterns within the apparent chaos of variability within the data by applying some simple statistical
techniques to it. I have tried to be mindful of the old adage ‘lies damn lies and statistics’ in my interpretation
of the data, particularly since the number of pieces of data within some of the data sets used for certain
calculations is relatively small and therefore more likely to throw-up errors of misrepresentation.
The Temperature Record
In Graph 1 the variability of average annual and seasonal average temperatures is obvious. The graph also
shows that the degree of variability within the annual record varies from time period to time period, a period
of relatively stable annual temperatures occurring between 1964 and 1984, with more extreme oscillations
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Graph 1: Annual and Seasonal Temperature Variations 1939-2003
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occurring within the time periods 1939 to 1963 and 1986 to the present day. For each time period the spread
of the values about the arithmetic mean for that period can be described by a statistic known as’ the standard
deviation’. The values of the standard deviations for the time periods defined above are show in Table 2.
They indicate that there is a quantifiable difference in the variability of average annual temperatures between
the time periods. The standard deviation for 1939-1963 indicates that 68% of all the temperature values fall
within 0.61 ûC of the mean value of 8.91 ûC. The mean value for the period 1963-1984 at 8.85 C is almost
the same as that for 1939-1963 but the standard deviation indicates that 68% of all temperature values lie
closer (+/- 0.32 ûC) to the average value. For 1986 to the present day the degree of variation is again
relatively high (68% of all values lying within +/- 0.76 ûC of the mean), though interestingly the mean
average temperature is lower at 8.71 C, a series of low average annual temperatures in the late 80’s (86-88)
and early 90’s (’91-96) countering the higher temperatures recorded over the rest of the period. The
maximum and minimum average annual temperature values reflect the findings of the standard deviation
calculations, the range for the earliest and latest time periods being over twofold and threefold respectively
that of the intervening period.
Table 2: Mean temperature, standard deviation and temperature ranges for the periods 1939-1963,
1964-1983, 1986-2003.
Period Mean temp. Standard
Max annual
Min annual
Temp.
˚C
deviation ûC
average ûC
average ûC
Range ûC
1939-1963 8.91
0.61
10.1
8.0
2.1
1964-1983 8.86 0.32 9.4 8.4 1.0
1986-2003 8.71
0.76
10.2
7.1
3.1
Graph 2 shows how decadal average temperature has changed since 1940. The highest decadal averages
occur at the beginning and the end of the recording period, the intervening years seeing a general decline in
temperatures, though the 70s were slightly warmer than the 80s. The shape of the graph compares closely to
one published by the Hadley Centre (the research branch of the Met. Office) for central England, and has
features in common with the climatic record for Sheffield as reported by Professor S. Gregory (1993).
Interestingly the magnitude of the decline in decadal averages for Ilkley over the period 1940-1970 matches
with that reported by scientists for a global fall in temperatures over the same period (New Scientist 2001 in
Donellan, 2001).
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Graph 2: Decadal Average Temperatures
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Graph 3: Average Annual and Seasonal Temperatures by Decade
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Graph 3 allows comparisons to be made between decadal averages for average annual temperature and
decadal averages calculated for each of the seasons. Overall summer and spring decadal averages are the
most variable, having ranges of 1.4 ûC and 1.2 ûC respectively over the recording period, whereas the ranges
for autumn and winter are smaller both amounting to 0.8 C. Winter and summer plots more closely reflect
that for average annual temperatures, which is not surprising since these temperature values, being more
extreme than those for spring and autumn, will each have a larger individual effect on the mathematical
value of the mean for each year.
The most notable feature for the plot for spring is the dip indicating a fall in the spring decadal average for
the decade 1970-79 when winter and summer decadal averages are higher than those for the immediately
preceding and succeeding decades.
The trend for autumn decadal averages differs from that of the other plots in that it shows a sustained
decline in temperatures over most of the recording period, a low of 8.8 ûC being calculated for 1990-1999.
The low autumnal and winter decadal averages are however too weak in their effect to cancel out that of the
warm summer and spring decadal averages, and hence, as previously noted, the decadal average annual plot
shows an up-turn for this decade.
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Figure 1: The distribution of the ten highest and lowest temperature values for average annual temperature,
and for winter, autumn, summer and spring average temperatures. Some of these ‘extreme’ values
are repeated within the temperature record, hence in some graphs the number of extreme records
exceeds ten. (see next page for the continuation of Figure 1.)
Figure 1 allows further insight into the nature of our climate at particular times in the past. The low winter
and high summer decadal averages for the `s suggest that this decade was one of extremes when cold
winters followed warm summers. However the record of extreme temperatures shows this to be too simple a
picture. Although summers, autumns and springs were generally warm, winters appear to have been highly
variable, 8/10 years holding extreme records, 4 of these being for winter cold and 4 for winter warmth. Most
of the cold winters occurred at the beginning of the decade; however the most infamous of the cold winters
of the 1940s is that of 1946/7. The Society’s records for this period give only monthly averages for
temperature and precipitation but the archives of the Ilkley Gazette provide secondary evidence of the
severity of this winter within our local area. The first snowfalls began on New Year’s Day and one week
later the Tarn was frozen over. Paul Hudson and Bob Rust report in their book ‘Weather or Not!’ that Ilkley
recorded the lowest temperature in the country (-14 C) on the 7 th of January. The harsh weather continued
unabated for several weeks, farmers losing many sheep to starvation or cold and struggling to maintain milk
deliveries, using horse-drawn sleighs or tractors to bring the milk to the nearest drivable road. By March the
Wharfe was frozen over, allowing skating near the Old Bridge. The final thaw began on March 8 th and one
week later most of the lowland was clear of snow revealing many roads to be severely damaged by frost
heave. Large volumes of meltwater pouring into the Wharfe caused undercutting and collapse of the banks
below the Play House and as the snow continued to melt from the moors many residents offered their
services to rescue sheep and clear carcases. Hudson and Rust note that for many people who witnessed other
harsh winters this was the worst, the lack of sunshine being the deciding factor. Sunshine records for Ilkley
report only 69.8 hours for the whole of January and February (this compared with 115 hours for the January/
February of 1946).
The hs like the `s were on balance warm,
a slight depression of the summer decadal average being
compensated for by a rise in the winter decadal average. As in the 50s the climate was highly variable from
year to year, 6/10 years holding extreme records for average annual temperature. Again these are equally
divided between warm and cold. Winters were less variable than in the 40s though, only 4 of the 10 years
holding records for winter extremes, though yet again these are equally divided between warm and cold.
Unlike for the 40s though there are also equal numbers of warm and cold summer records.
The decadal average temperature falls to 8.7 ûC for the ps and the extreme temperature data show that
this is mainly attributable to the large number of records for cold springs and summers, though the single
record for extreme winter cold (that for 1963) is also a significant factor since this, at -0.7 C, is the coldest
seasonal temperature within the Ilkley record. 1963 was a year of seasonal cold records, spring and summer
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also being cold. Autumn however, proved contrary and was unusually warm. Surprisingly in this decade of
overall cold only one other year, 1962, holds an annual record for extreme cold. Once again I must turn to
the archives of the Ilkley Gazette to provide detail as to severity of the winter of 1963. An article by the then
incumbent weather recorder for the Wharfedale Naturalists reported that continental arctic air began to
sweep in over the North Sea on the 23 rd December 1962 and these bitter, easterly winds plunged Britain into
a deep-freeze and exacted a heavy toll on woodland with huge trees at Swinsty and Fewston reservoirs being
blown over by the gales. The Wharfe and Tarn froze over in a matter of days, the latter to some thickness
aided by the Fire Brigade who spent a day pumping water on to its surface to permit safe skating over the
festive season. The daily average temperature hovered around 0 ûC for many weeks but between snowfalls
there were bright spells so that although temperatures were more severe than in the winter of 1949, sunshine
hours were greater (101.3 hours over January and February). Intermittent but heavy falls of snow continued
well into February causing fields to become covered by over 1.5m of snow. Even skating became impossible
due to the blankets of snow carpeting the river and Tarn. When at last the thaw arrived it caused a plethora of
burst pipes and a loss of nearly half a million gallons a day from the area’s water supply.
Although the decadal average for the ‘70s is higher by 0.1 ûC than that for the 60s, this decade stands out in
the records for having the largest number of annual extreme records for cold (5/10) and a remarkable number
of cold extreme records for all the seasons except winter! In fact winter is the only season which holds more
warm records than cold. One of these cold records is held by 1979, which Hudson and Rust refer to as ‘the
last real winter’. Reports in the Ilkley Gazette state that the preceding December had been exceptionally wet
and had also suffered a cold snap with temperatures plunging to -8 C. The winter snow set-in just after
Christmas, allowing people to ski, skate and sledge in the cold but dry days that immediately followed.
Throughout January and February there were further episodes of heavy snowfall and strong winds
interspersed with slight thaws. Many of the outlying areas of the town were cut off at various times,
snowploughs being unable to keep pace with the rate of drifting and hampered by abandoned vehicles. Even
between snowfalls many of the roads were treacherous, a strike by Council workers putting paid to gritting
and salting activities. The worst snowfall of the winter began on the 26 th January with snow continuously
falling for 36 hours. The final heavy snowfall occurred on 23 rd March and resulted in the loss of many newborn lambs.
Taking the p’s and 70’s together there is a ma
rked clustering of extreme records for summer cold. A
string of cold spring extremes also begins midway through the xs and extends into the €s. It was in the
xs that scientists began to express concern that the
present interglacial was coming to a close as predicted
by the astronomical cycles worked out by a scientist called Milankovich. The fall in decadal averages worldwide gave support to this idea and the occurrence of a succession of unusually cool seasons culminating in
the harsh winter at the close of the decade sharpened the British public’s perception of this cooling trend.
The decadal average for the €s at 8.6 ûC is the lowest within the Ilkley records. Spring cold, as already
mentioned, is a persistent feature of this decade but for the other seasons cold extreme records are
concentrated into the period 1986-1988. Many of these records are amongst the coldest ever recorded for
their category. However the decade wasn’t cold throughout, the early €s holding records for annual and
seasonal extreme warmth.
The last part of the Ilkley record is particularly interesting given the current concern about global warming.
The decadal average for the 90’s shows that temperatures have indeed risen, but it is the detailed records
depicted in Graph 1 and Figure 1 that allow the true nature of this change to be explored. A few of the trends
in Graph 1 span more than 1 ûC and this is true for the period 1996-2003. Although this figure may seem
small, if such temperatures were sustained there would be dramatic consequences ecologically (there was
only a 3 C difference between today’s global average temperature and that of the last Ice Age). Since this
trend may be continued into the future I have attempted to assess whether it is simply a random bunching of
high temperature values, or whether in fact these temperatures make this period statistically significantly
different from that immediately prior to it. In my investigation I compared 1997-2003 with 1986-1996,
choosing the latter as my cut-off point for the first period because in Graph 1 it is seen to mark the end of the
cooler part of this period. I applied a simple test (a one-tailed Mann-Whitney U test) which suggested that
there is less than 1 chance in 1000 that the differences in the annual temperature values between the time
periods are simply the result of random clustering of high values within the data. In other words the warming
trend discernible within the data for 1996-2003 is statistically significant. Diagram 1 shows clustering of
warm extreme records for all the seasons within the late ˆs and the twenty first century. Unsurprisingly
there are few records for cold extremes. The last four years of the record all hold extreme records for annual
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warmth and summer warmth. 2003 at the time of writing is the warmest year on record for both its annual
average and its summer average temperature. Most years also hold records for spring, autumn and winter
warmth. (Since completing this analysis data collection for 2004 has been completed, and 2004 supersedes
2003 as the warmest year on record).
The marked fall in temperatures that occurred in the early ˆs is intriguing. Scientists report a depression
of global temperatures in the two years following the eruption of Mt. Pinatubo in the Philippines in 1991. It
is possible that the last trough in the annual average temperature graph is the result of this. Without the
injection of vast quantities of debris into the upper atmosphere, thus causing a reduction in the amount of
incoming solar radiation, it is likely that the rise in average annual temperatures that began in 1986 would
have gone uninterrupted within the Ilkley record.
Precipitation
Graph 4: Annual precipitation 1926-2003
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By convention precipitation data on a graph are usually plotted as bars. However I personally find that trends
over time are more clearly portrayed by line-plots so I have broken with tradition and mainly presented the
precipitation data in this way. Graph 4 shows annual precipitation totals for 1926-2003 and the year-to-year
variation is clear. The range of annual totals is large, a maximum annual total of 1293mm (for the year 2000)
and a minimum total of 651mm (for 1964) being recorded. In order to more easily detect change over longer
time periods a graph for decadal average totals has been constructed (Graph 5). This shows that precipitation
totals generally declined quite steeply between 1926 and the early 1930s and that this decline continued but
more gradually into the late 1950s. The later part of the twentieth century in general saw a recovery of
precipitation levels to those of the late 1920s, though the 1970s are shown to be the driest of the entire
recording period.
Figure 2 shows the distribution of the ten wettest and driest years over the recording period. The wettest
years show slight clustering towards the end of the recording period, accounting for the recovery in decadal
averages in the later part of the record. The driest years are clustered into the 28 year period between 1953
and 1976. The occurrence of two such records in the 70s and the absence of any extreme records for wetness
for this period explains the lowest trough in the decadal average profile.
Figure 2 shows that the wettest summers and autumns are fairly evenly spread throughout the recording
period, but the wettest winters and springs are very much concentrated into the later half. Five of the 10
wettest winters and 4 of the 10 wettest springs occur after 1985 and act together to raise annual totals and
thus decadal averages.
There is less clustering within the distributions of the 10 driest values for each season. However a
relatively high proportion of the driest autumns and winters occurred in the ps and early xs. Within this
latter decade there is only one record for summer dryness, that for 1976, when precipitation was 75% of
normal.
Analysis of the records for 1975 casts light on the cause of the severity of the drought of 1976. Autumn
and winter precipitation values for 1975 are the 9th and 12th driest respectively within the seasonal records,
and although the spring of ’76 was moderately wet it was not wet enough to recharge surface and
groundwater stores to their usual early summer levels. Hence in the hot, dry months that followed (the
average temperature for this summer was 16.3 C, the 3rd highest on record), reservoirs in our area fell to
record lows and in places the bed of the River Wharfe was exposed for almost its entire width.
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Figure 2: The distribution of the ten highest and lowest precipitation values for total annual precipitation,
and for winter, autumn, summer and spring totals. Some of these ‘extreme’ values are repeated
within the precipitation record, hence in some graphs the number of extreme records exceeds
ten. (See next page for continuation of Figure 2)
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Although the ˆs were wet overall, 1995 was of c
ourse another year of drought. A lack of precipitation
over the summer was the prime cause of this event, a total of only 67 mm being recorded for the whole of
June, July and August, making it the 3 rd driest summer in the Ilkley records. However the dryness of the
preceding spring and the high summer temperatures (at the time of writing the joint 4th warmest summer on
record behind 2003, 1947, 1976 and 1975) were also contributing factors. By the end of August reservoirs in
the local area were only 25% full, and could supply only a further 8 weeks of water. The drowned village of
West End was exposed once more as water levels in Thruscross fell. Areas of access land in midWharfedale were closed to the public as concern over wildfire grew. Autumn rains brought an end to the
drought but not to the public’s dismay over their seemingly unpredictable summer water supplies. Since the
preceding December and January had been unusually wet the competence of Yorkshire Water to manage
future supplies was called into question.
The difference between the distributions of the wettest and driest springs, summers autumns and winters
begs the question ‘does the seasonal contribution to annual precipitation vary greatly from time period to
time period?’. Examination of Graph 6 suggests that it doesn’t, and shows that usually it is winter followed
by autumn that contributes the lion’s share of a year’s precipitation, and that summer and spring are equally
likely to contribute the least. The obvious exception to this pattern is found in the record for 2000-ƒ when
autumn and summer contribute the highest and second highest proportion respectively to the overall total for
the period. This together with the temperature data for this period suggests that although recent summers
have been warm in general they have also been wet (2003 looking at present like something of an anomaly in
this respect). The pluvial nature of recent autumns is harder to define. They are in general warmer as
discussed earlier, but in terms of precipitation they have oscillated between unusually wet to unusually dry,
the wettest ever autumn on record being that of 2000 and the 7th driest record being that for 2003.
Graph 6: Seasonal contribution to annual precipitation over decades
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REPORTS OF WNS ACTIVITIES IN 2004
BIRDWATCHING TRIPS
From late April to late October, seven birdwatching trips took place in 2004, three to new venues and four in
our recording area. In total, 96 species were recorded (against 113 in 2003) with just five: Mallard, Pied
Wagtail, Blue Tit, Carrion Crow and Chaffinch being common to all sites. The most productive day was a
trip covering Coverdale/Middleham in the morning and Marfield nature reserve (near Masham) in the
afternoon. A total of 58 species were recorded: Little Owl, Green Woodpecker, Green Sandpiper, Redshank,
Greenshank, Kingfisher and Yellowhammer being amongst the highlights.
Wintersett Reservoir (the heronry near Wakefield) proved to be a most interesting venue, providing us with
42 species, including Goldeneye, Red Kite and Snipe. There was an excellent visitor centre with an
exhibition devoted to the renowned 19th Century naturalist Charles Waterton who lived at nearby Walton
Hall. Here he created in the 1820s what is considered to be the first ever nature reserve.
A late October visit to Potterick Carr, the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Reserve near Doncaster, yielded a wide
variety of species, 44 in total, with several only being recorded at this site – Fieldfare, Redwing, Willow Tit,
Jay, Siskin, Bullfinch and Pintail.
In an endeavour to strengthen records in the Wharfedale Naturalist’s area, recording visits were made to
Strid Wood on 29th April (34 species) ,Washburn on 2nd May (40 species), Upper Wharfedale on 20th May
(33 species) and Lower Wharfedale on 24th June. The total recorded on the four Wharfedale days was 59
species.
Thanks to John Flood, Peter Riley and David Benson for leading and the many members who attended the
trips for some very enjoyable and rewarding birdwatching. A detailed record of the 2004 visits can be
obtained from John Flood (Tel: 01943 435034).
2005...BIRDWATCHING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL!
For the 2005 season, we are planning six birdwatching trips at weekends, thereby enabling those who are
unable to attend on weekdays to join us. The majority of sites will have good visitor facilities and will be of
particular interest to those new to birdwatching (including children) as well as the ‘experts’. You are
cordially invited to take advantage of these birdwatching opportunities – all are welcome! In addition, we
will be holding three bird recording days in Wharfedale (on Thursdays). Don’t forget, on all our trips car
sharing is available, bring a packed lunch and wear suitable outdoor clothing and footwear. Full details of the
2005 season will be circulated at meetings and published in the Summer/Winter programmes. Any queries
please Telephone John Flood (01943 435034) or Harry Jevons (01943 830791)
Harry Jevons
GEOLOGY FIELD EXCURSIONS IN 2004
(Excursions were led by Neil Aitkenhead unless otherwise stated)
th
Barden Bridge – Appletreewick area, 27
May 2004.
Much of Wharfedale between Beamsley and
Conistone lies on the Pateley Bridge One Inch to One Mile Geological Sheet which has not been
geologically surveyed since the 19 th Century. In detail, therefore (apart from certain areas that are used for
teaching purposes, such as Bolton Abbey and Trollers Gill), it is geologically one of the least explored parts
of Britain.
On this walk, attended by about 20 members and guests, we first examined a mound [0543 5790] on the
steep east slope of the main dale about 0.5 km N of Barden Bridge. Here, rabbits had been geologically
useful in revealing that the upper part of the mound was made of gravel with well rounded pebbles of local
Carboniferous limestones and sandstones, overlying soft sand. After much discussion, we tentatively
concluded that the mound was probably an erosional remnant rather than a depositionally constructed
landform. On our walk up the Dale (Dales Way), we noticed several similar looking mounds, some flat
topped, in the distance around Drebley and speculated on whether they too comprised gravel overlying sand.
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We next examined a flat topped feature [062 596] in the valley of the Fir Beck near Howgill. This beck has
eroded a scar some 25m high revealing a fine section through the feature. This shows that it consists of
another succession of gravels overlying sands. The gravels are horizontally bedded, sandy (with numerous
sandmartin nesting burrows), poorly sorted and partially carbonate-cemented with some boulders up to 0.6m
across. The gravels were probably deposited by a powerful glacial melt stream, possibly a precursor to the
River Wharfe flowing through a gap to the NE of the Drebley Moraine (?or rock barrier). In total contrast,
the underlying sands are finely interlaminated with brown clayey silts and were probably deposited in a lake.
The extent of this lake and the nature of the barrier that would have temporarily impounded it have yet to be
investigated.
After a brief stop for refreshment at the Craven Arms, Appletreewick, we rejoined the Dales Way to head
downstream through the spectacular gorge of the Wharfe above Drebley [049 599 to 058 593]. Before
entering the main part of the gorge, we examined scattered exposures in the river banks of unlaminated or
massive sandstone beds and dark shales, a succession that probably belongs to the Pendle Grit Formation.
Dips in these strata alternated from an upstream (NW) to a downstream (SE) direction indicating some
folding of the beds, probably tectonic rather than superficial. Massive sandstone beds in the gorge
downstream are probably in the main part of the formation. The Pendle Grit is the lowest formation in the
Millstone Grit Group and represents the first input of coarse sand into the Pennine Basin.
Ilkley Moor Geological Trail, Tuesday 13th July, 2004 (led by David Leather). On a fine summer
evening 28 of us enjoyed this Tuesday walk which climbed up to the highest point overlooking Ilkley with a
wonderful panorama into the distance. We saw ripple marks, cross bedding and remnants of fossil trees in
the Millstone Grit. We also appreciated the varied evidence left by the Wharfedale Ice, and the features of
the Rocky Valley landslip.
Conistone to Mossdale Scar, Thursday 15 th July, 2004. Some six members and guests turned up for this
fairly strenuous 10km – walk which was a repeat of that described by David Leather in the Annual Review
2000, p.15. The first part of our walk was a scramble up the dry narrow gorge of Conistone Dib, thought to
have been eroded in the Great Scar Limestone by a meltwater torrent intermittently plunging beneath the
Wharfedale Ice Stream at this point. However, our main aim was to visit the site where the Mossdale Beck
disappears underground at the base of Mossdale Scar, a cliff formed by the fossiliferous Middle Limestone in
the Yoredale Group. According to Phillip Murphy (2003), “this is the largest stream sink at this altitude,
430m, in any limestone area of the British Isles”. A sombre moment came when we read the names on a
memorial plaque nearby of the six young cavers who died in a flood in this cave in 1967.
On the return leg of the walk, we speculated on where the closing Tai Chi scene in the film ‘Calendar Girls’
might have been filmed. This shows the girls performing on a high grassy mound with a view up Littondale
in the background. We decided that the location was probably Wassa Hill which appeared on our right near
the prominent communications mast as we descended Scot Gate Lane towards Conistone.
Skipton Moor, Thursday, 5 th August, 2004. About 16 of us attended this circular 10-km walk across the
moors between Skipton and Bradley. We tried to work out firstly the succession of Carboniferous strata in
the area. The geological structure under the moor is simple with the strata dipping steadily towards the SSE
at between 20 and 28 degrees. This was the same general direction as our walk and it follows that we were
traversing successively higher and younger strata as we proceeded. These strata are grouped into named units
in ascending order as follows: Upper Bowland Shales, Pendle Grit, Warley Wise Grit, Bradley Coal,
Cravenoceras cowlingense Marine Band, and Bradley Flags.
Secondly, close examination of the scattered exposures of these rocks revealed evidence of the changing
environments (palaeoenvironments) in which they were formed some 320 million years ago. It was
suggested that these could be interpreted as representing sea level change which, in turn, could have been
caused by global climate change similar to that happening at present. Thus we saw dark grey shaly
mudstones (Upper Bowland Shales), known to have yielded marine fossils in this area, representing a quiet
marine basin. These were overlain by massive thin to thick bedded sandstones (Pendle Grit) thought to have
been deposited from suspension out of turbidity currents on a pro-delta submarine slope. Then, perhaps sea
level fell, allowing the river channel system of this delta to advance over the area depositing cross bedded
sandstones (Warley Wise Grit). These channels were eventually abandoned, soils formed, primitive
vegetation flourished and peat swamps (Bradley Coal) developed in the waterlogged environment before sea
level again rose, flooded the area and covered it with another layer of marine mud containing bivalves and
ammonoids or goniatites (Cravenoceras cowlingense Marine Band). It was pointed out that this sequence of

27

palaeoenvironmental change was repeated over and over again during Carboniferous times and is now
generally thought to reflect the repeated build up and melting of the South Polar Icecap.
Thirdly, Skipton Moor is an unusual if not unique landscape consisting largely of a series of discontinuous
craggy gritstone escarpments arranged en echelon surrounded by a terrain of lower relief underlain by softer
strata comprising sandstones thinly interbedded with shaly siltstones (all included in the Pendle Grit
Formation). The coarse-grained massive sandstones forming these escarpments are thought to have been
deposited from suspension in laterally restricted submarine channels eroded in the pro-delta slope.
I am grateful for helpful and constructive criticism from Judy Luckett and Mike Atkinson who kindly read
the first draft of this article.
Neil Aitkenhead
SUMMER OUTING: 26th JUNE 2004
The weather man had warned us, so the coach-load of members heading for Leighton Moss and Warton Crag
were well prepared in waterproof clothing for whatever lay ahead. Actually, it turned out to be not nearly as
bad as we expected, and the Yorkshire expression “neither raining nor leaving it alone” would best describe
the day.
Both birdwatchers and botanists were catered for as our ever-obliging Beecroft driver ran a morning and
afternoon shuttle from Leighton Moss RSPB Reserve and Warton Crag Nature Reserve. Being fair-weather
naturalists, we divided our time between the various bird hides and had the joy of seeing a marsh harrier, one
of this Reserve’s specialities, in close-up on a fellow-member’s ’scope. Our President pointed out a gadwall
with chicks and, later, a heron, majestically pacing back and forth through shallow water, kept us amused for
quite some time. Incidentally, I hope John Hobson took one of his stunning close-ups of the magnificent
fungus growing on the tree at the entrance to the Grisedale hide. However, what made the day memorable for
us was the interest taken by our expert botanists in a white orchid first noticed by the Treasurer – a change
from figures and balance sheets for him! This turned out to be a Fragrant Orchid, not all that rare, but its
being white made it somewhat unusual.
As always we are indebted to Ken Limb for his meticulous handling of the booking arrangements, and my
personal thanks go to him and to Joyce Hartley and Heather Burrow for the lists of sightings (shown below)
without which this report would be woefully incomplete.
Margaret Hutchinson
Birds
Great Cormorant
Tufted Duck
Swallow
Coal Tit
Great Bittern
Ruddy Duck
House Martin
Blue Tit
Grey Heron
Marsh Harrier
Meadow Pipit
Great Tit
Mute Swan
Pheasant
Wren
Magpie
Greylag Goose Moorhen
Dunnock
Carrion Crow
Shelduck
Coot
Robin
Starling
Wigeon
Lapwing
Blackbird
House Sparrow
Gadwall
Redshank
Sedge Warbler
Chaffinch
Teal
Black-headed Gull Reed Warbler
Greenfinch
Mallard
Collared Dove Chiffchaff
Bullfinch
Shoveler
Swift
Bearded Tit
Reed Bunting
Common Pochard
Great-spotted
Marsh Tit
Woodpecker
Mammals
Rabbit
Red Deer
Water Shrew
Botany List
Leighton Moss
*Fragrant Orchid - white form

False Fox-sedge

*Goatsbeard
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Common Spotted Orchid
Marsh Pennywort
Cyperus Sedge

*Branched Bur-reed
*Gypsywort
*Woody Nightshade

Common Polypody fern
Field & Hedge Bindweed

Warton Crag
*Black Bryony male & female plants - *St John’s Wort
Biting Stonecrop
Knapweed
*Marjoram
*Agrimony
*Sanicle
Wood Sorrel
Dog Rose
*Valerian - white & red
*Gooseberry
*Melancholy Thistle
Wood Sage
Wood Sedge
Thyme
Herb Robert
*Enchanter’s Nightshade Honeysuckle
Burdock
*Rock Rose
*Blackthorn with banana galls
Ferns:- Maidenhair Spleenwort, Hart’s-tongue, Broad Buckler & Wall Rue
* most interesting
An additional note from Joyce Hartley
We saw several Black Bryony plants, the only representative of the tropical Yam family in the British Isles.
It’s easily recognised by its dark green shiny heart-shaped leaves. It already had clusters of green pea-sized
berries, which turn red in autumn. While eating our lunch and sheltering from the rain, we also noticed a
similar looking plant bearing occasional long-stalked fruits, these being the separate male plants. Two
different plants side by side.
WINTER OUTING TO MARTIN MERE - 13TH NOVEMBER 2004
Once again a full coach-load of members travelled to the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust Centre at Martin
Mere for the 2004 ‘North West Bird Fair’. After a long spell of dreary wet weather, we could hardly believe
our good fortune - a day of clear skies and sunshine and, as the coach approached the car park entrance,
several groups of swans circling overhead as though welcoming us to their winter habitat.
Come rain or shine, there is always lots to do at Martin Mere. There are plenty of hides where the
dedicated ornithologists can set up their ’scopes, oblivious to the cold which soon had us heading for the
warmth of the Raines hide where the noon-day feeding of the swans is a sight (and a sound) not to be missed.
Bird behaviour is always interesting to watch, and we noted that though a large contingent headed
majestically to where the food was being shovelled on to the grass, a still larger number hung back, waiting
their turn in the pecking order.
We always enjoy a walk by the ponds and pens where the captive collection is accommodated, and on this
cold day, my heart went out to the flamingos standing around looking none too happy. Surely our climate is
rather severe for these glorious creatures? We renewed our acquaintance with the handsome pochards,
looked in vain for the smew which we had seen here previously and, as usual, marvelled at the multicoloured plumage of the mandarins. Finally, we checked on the mallard family who live in the flamingo pen
and ignore the rules for spring breeding. Sure enough, just like last year, there was a healthy brood of
mallard ducklings, looking about two weeks old, all living happily with the flamingos.
There was a varied programme of lectures by guest speakers available throughout the day. Our choice was
an illustrated talk on Bulgaria and the Wetlands of the Black Sea by former RSPB Director of Reserves, Bob
Scott. This was hugely enjoyable and left us wanting to see more of that area.
Just time for coffee and a cake before returning to the coach and a good journey home during which our
President expressed our appreciation – to Mr Beecroft for safe and comfortable travel, to Don and Lesley
Barrett for making the arrangements at Martin Mere and to Ken Limb for his expert handling of the financial
and transport details. We are also indebted to Ken for his list of sightings which appears below.
Margaret Hutchinson
Birds
Little Grebe
Mallard
Snipe
Blackbird
Great Cormorant Northern Pintail Curlew
Fieldfare
Grey Heron
Shoveler
Redshank
Redwing
Mute Swan
Common Pochard
Black-headed Gull
Mistle Thrush
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Whooper Swan Hen Harrier
Common Gull
Pink-footed Goose
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Stock Dove
Greylag Goose
Common Buzzard
Wood Pigeon
Canada Goose Kestrel
Collared Dove
Barnacle Goose Peregrine Falcon Barn Owl
Red-breasted Goose
Common Pheasant
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Common Shelduck
Moorhen
Pied Wagtail
Eurasian Wigeon Common Coot Wren
Gadwall
Northern Lapwing Hedge Accentor (Dunnock)
Common Teal
Ruff
Robin

Goldcrest
Long-tailed Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Magpie
Starling
Tree Sparrow
Chaffinch
Greenfinch
Goldfinch

THE MICROSCOPE GROUP
Six meetings were held over the winter, beginning with a privileged look at some of
Sandy Baker’s collection of Victorian microscope slides. These are beautiful objects
in themselves, many with decorated labels and specimens artistically arranged into
pictures or intricate patterns, the result of hours of painstaking and skilful work.
At our evening of geology with David Leather we tried growing crystals and
looked at them with polarised light. This produces interference colours against a dark
background and many striking images.
For the first autumn meeting, material was collected from Otley Wetlands Nature
Reserve in the afternoon and examined through the microscope during the evening.
Snails, mussels, algae, leeches, pollen and much more. We hadn’t enough time to
look at everything before the session ended.
An afternoon foray in Swinsty Woods provided fungi for an evening of spore identification under the
guidance of Ann Bickley and Joan Powell.
Mike Smith from Leeds Microscopical Society ran a workshop on slide making in December. Each table
was equipped with method sheets, reagents and stems of tomato, horsetail, water lily and marram grass. We
sliced the stems with razor blades (sticking plasters also available) then put them into alkaline solution and
stain. When mounted and viewed through the microscope, cellulose and lignified structures were
distinguished by different colours.
The Group has a range of microscopes, photographic possibilities and expertise available, and new
members are most welcome to join us. Thanks are due to all those who led meetings and provided
demonstrations during the year and, especially, to John Hobson for co-ordinating it all.
Heather Burrow
OBITUARIES
We are sad to announce the deaths during 2004 of the following members:Miss Esther Gill (Honoury Life Member) joined the WNS in 1946,
very soon after it was founded. Her energetic commitment to every aspect
of the life of the Society is indicated by her service record:- continuous
service on the committee from 1955 to 1977, Syllabus Secretary,
Assistant Secretary, Secretary, Social Secretary, Vice-president (1970-71
and President (1971-2). She loved a challenge, so would take on any job
that needed to be done and do it well. She loved flowers, always doing
the floral arrangements for the annual dinner, and was a talented painter.
Friends particularly remember her water colours and pastel paintings,
both of flowers and of the countryside. She was also a keen bird-watcher,
taking an active part in the monthly winter wildfowl counts. To sum up,
as one of our older members recalls, “Esther was a very kind person,
always ready to help and to give lifts etc.” Her generosity and her happy
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memories of the WNS were marked in her will. She made a bequest to the Society to be used for equipment.
For this, and more particularly for her commitment over the years, we remember her with gratitude.
Mrs Anne Fidler joined the WNS in 1959 together with her husband Dr Jack Fidler. They were leading
members of the Society in one of its liveliest periods, being closely involved in the great Ilkley Moor Project,
when members investigated the spread of Crowberry and decline of Heather on the Moor. Anne was the
leader of the Junior Section of the Society and her popularity was clear to see in the beautifully illustrated
book of natural history articles the young people (many of whom went on to make careers in wildlife and
conservation work) compiled and presented to her when she and Jack retired to the north of Scotland. The
book is now in the Society’s archive in Bradford. After Jack’s death, Anne returned to Ilkley and rejoined
WNS in 1991 and her diminutive figure was regularly to be seen at meetings until failing health made it too
difficult for her to get about.
Mr Archie Baines joined the WNS in 1969. Archie was a man of many talents and interests – a keen walker,
a very knowledgeable ornithologist, and he was busy learning Norwegian ready for visits to Stephen who has
settled in Scandinavia. In addition to his interest in natural history, Archie was a talented artist; members will
remember his fine illustrations for earlier issues of the WNS Review. He seemed to be particularly good at
drawing fungi, not an easy subject. He was a very loyal and supportive member of the WNS and will be
much missed by all his friends in the Society. Our sympathies go to Doreen, Stephen, Catherine and Janice.
We are also sorry to record the deaths during 2004 of the following members:Dr J.W. Bell, member since 1970. Our sympathies to Mrs Bell and Dr Michael Bell.
Mrs Jean Dobson, member since 1993.
Mrs M. Jones, member since 1996. Our sympathies to Dr L B Jones.
Mrs R.A. Tunnard member since 1991. Our sympathies to Mr Tunnard.

GGGGGG

Congratulations!

NEWS

to Brin Best, WNS Committee member, who has been elected to the Council of the RSPB – an
honour, but also a lot of work, we guess!
to Burley village Wildlife Group. Their project to create Sun Lane Nature Reserve has won the
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Community Award, 2004. Well done all those WNS members who have given their
time and worked so hard to help achieve this.
to Les and Don Barrett and everyone else involved in the planning and organising of the lecture
by Paul Hudson, the Look North weatherman on Global Warming and Climate Change. The committee
were somewhat nervous about hiring the King’s Hall for this open meeting – rather a gamble, we thought. In
the event it was a triumph – all available seats sold a full three weeks in advance!

GGGGGG
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RECORDS FOR 2004
THE WEATHER OVER THE METEOROLOGICAL YEAR 2003-2004
The base-lines for comparisons
I have experimented with a few potential data sets for calculating average precipitation and temperature in
order to provide a satisfactory base-line for making comparisons, and have selected averages calculated for
Ilkley over the 29 year period 1961-1990 as being the most appropriate, satisfying an apparent Met. Office
convention in terms of the time period used (so allowing inter-station comparison I presume), and also the
need to have a base-line specific to our immediate locality. In actual fact very little difference exists between
the Ilkley 29 year average values and those derived from the other data sets considered (these data sets
consisted of (i) the entire suites of Ilkley precipitation and temperature data (collected over the periods 19392004 and 1926-2004 respectively) , (ii) the Ilkley data for the period 1961-2004, and finally (iii) the 29 year
averages for Bradford for the period 1961-1990 published by the Met. Office). These differences amount to
1/10ths of a degree Celsius for temperature, and to a maximum of 12 mm for monthly average precipitation.
Our perception of the weather is of course only partly a function of the average temperature and the total
amount of precipitation falling during any particular period under consideration. The number of wet days and
the number of days we witness extreme temperatures will also affect our general perception of what the
weather was like at that time. Hence I have included air-frost days (the number of days in a month that have
a minimum or a minimum and a maximum temperature =/<1 degree Celsius) and rain-days (the number of
days in a month when precipitation =/>1mm) in the data table. The averages for these parameters have been
derived by from Bradford 29 year averages, the Ilkley record lacking the necessary daily detail for all but the
most recent years.
The meteorological record
In a nutshell, the met. year ’03-’04 was markedly warmer and slightly wetter than average. Table 1 shows
that average temperatures for all months exceed base-line average temperatures, and for some months the
difference between the two values is greater than 2 degrees Celsius. The average temperature for the year, at
10.42 degrees Celsius, is the warmest since records began. Temperature data collected over the same period
at Bolton Abbey compare closely with those from Ilkley.
With respect to precipitation the degree and nature of the variation from the base-line averages is
inconsistent between and within seasons, with winter and summer being wetter overall than average, and
spring and autumn drier. The annual total at 946.4mm is not extreme, placing ƒ-„ at a moderate 35th
place within the record for wetness.
Winter: December ƒ, January and February „
Table 1 shows that the winter was warm, January and February being particularly so, and only together
managing to equal December’s total of 17 frost-days. The coldest temperature of the year (-5.5 degrees
st
Celsius) was recorded on the 31 of
December. Snowfall was meagre, occurring only on 3 days in January
and 2 in February. Only on one of these occasions was the volume of snowfall of any real significance.
Unfortunately for the New Year party-goers amongst us this occurred on New Year’s Eve giving a total of
22mm of precipitation (water equivalent) for January 1 st „. Although December and February were drier
than average, January was moderately wet, both in terms of total volume of precipitation and number of raindays (8 more than average).
Spring: March, April and May 4
Spring was warm, with the last frost being recorded on the 9 th of April. March and May were significantly
drier than average, though April was wetter (deviations of +30mm and +3 rain-days compared to base-line
averages).
Summer: June, July and August 4
Summer was warm and wet! Even June, whose total precipitation was lower than average, had 1 more rainday than average. The season overall had 12 more rain-days than average. August provided the bulk of these,
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and gave some hefty daily totals in the middle of the month. I was out of the country for much of this month
(suffering heavy rain elsewhere in Europe!) but my neighbours have related gripping tales of the intensity of
the rainstorm of the 10 th of August. A total of 44mm was recorded for the day overall, though much of this
I’m told fell in a very short period of time. Certainly explorations of gullies within the locality shortly after
provided strong evidence of the lack of infiltration and soil storage of the precipitation, large boulders within
the stream beds having being moved for the first time in many years as surface transfer poured large
quantities of water into normally small streams. Given the apparent tropical intensity of the storm it is no
th
surprise that the highest temperature of the year was recorded on the 9 (29.5
degrees Celsius), testifying to
the source of the air mass and the huge convection that later manifested itself as the deluge. The 11th, 19 thand
20th of August also gave high daily totals (30mm, 20mm and 37mm respectively). These precipitation events
resulted in August being over 200% wetter than average and the wettest August on record.
Autumn: September, October and November „
Autumn was warm, but whilst September and November were relatively dry, October was wet, having 10
more rain-days than average and a surplus of 52mm of precipitation relative to the base-line average for total
precipitation for this month. The first frost of autumn occurred on the 19 th of November, with 3 more frosts
occurring before the end of the month.
Once again, thanks to all who have provided me with data from their own weather stations, it is interesting
(and comforting!) to make comparisons between data. Thanks also to Jenny Dixon and Abi Nixon for
stepping into the breach when I have deserted my post to go on holiday!
Julie Tight
BOTANY
Records for the year started with Gorse (Ulex europaeus) in flower on Norwood Edge on January 13th, and
Hazel (Corylus avellana) with well-extended catkins on Burley bypass on January 17th. Bilberry
(Vaccinium myrtillus) and Common Cottongrass (Eriophorum angustifolium) were both seen flowering in
Heber’s Ghyll in early October (ML). The final record of the year was for a Primrose (Primula vulgaris) in
full flower on a wall near Barden Bridge on December 31st. (J&SW)
SPECIAL RECORDS
False Oxlip (Primula x polyantha) – 1 plant in Lower Grass Wood (HMB & RJB) and many specimens with
the two parent plants near Long Ashes (DH & RH)
Rusty-back (Ceterach officinarum) – in an Addingham wall (AG).
New site record, but has been there for at least 3 years. Also
found at the foot of Conistone Dib (HMB & ML).
Bloody Cranes’-bill (Geranium sanguineum) – a welcome new
site for this was found at Haw Hill Quarry. (DH & RH)
Roseroot (Sedum rosea) – one plant was seen at Mossdale Scar
(HMB & ML).
Common Spotted Orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsii) – found in Strid
Woods, and seems to be a new site for it. (JT)
Broad-leaved Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine) – 1 fine plant in
Rusty-back fern
J Duncan’s garden. (It knew where it would be appreciated!) 1 in
a Ben Rhydding garden (MHA)
Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) – several plants by track at Addingham Moorside, also by
river Wharfe near Middleton Woods. (MHA, HMB, NV) By September, some of the Addingham Moorside
plants had reached 3.3 m tall.
Chickweed Wintergreen (Trientalis europaea) – a very good patch of around 100 plants flowering well, in
private woodland in mid-Wharfedale. (AT)
Marsh Helleborine (Epipactis palustris) – 5 plants in limestone grassland in the upper dale, and Bee Orchid
(Ophrys apifera) – 1 plant at the same place, and a new record for this site. (HMB & RJB)
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Northern Marsh Orchid (Dactylorhiza purpurella) – at OWNR, in the NE corner of
the grazing lawn “island”. A good number of plants (MHA, NB)
Southern Marsh Orchid (Dactylorhiza praetermissa) – 5 plants at OWNR, in two
different areas (MHA, NV). Also at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits, along with a hybrid
plant D. x grandis (MHA)
Field Pepperwort (Lepidium campestre) one plant turned up close to a building site
in Addingham. This is only its third record in our area. It was destroyed before its
seeds were ripe. (HMB, NV)
Cockspur (Echinochloa crus-galli) – an alien grass from warmer climes, turned up
in an Ilkley flower pot. (MHA)
FLOURISHING PLANTS THIS YEAR
Goldilocks (Ranunculus auricomus) – many plants by the river at Thorpe (HMB,
PS & AT)
Herb Paris (Paris quadrifolia) – in Strid Wood, Bolton Abbey. (AR, FCD)
Cowslips (Primula veris) – on the Burley bypass.
Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem (Gagea lutea) and Sweet Violet (Viola odorata) each
had about 100 flowering plants in usual sites above Ilkley Old Bridge. (DH & RH)
Mountain Pansy (Viola lutea) and Bird’s-eye Primrose (Primula farinosa) –
flowered well in Bastow Wood, also Kidney Vetch (Hippocrepis comosa) in Grass
Cockspur Grass
Wood (AMG).
At Skirethorns, Bird’s-eye Primroses and Early-purple Orchids (Orchis mascula)
made a good show, along with Cowslips and Primroses. (DH & RH)
Common Spotted-orchids (Dactylorhiza fuchsii) did well downstream from Barden Bridge, on a bank at
Lainger, with Lesser Twayblades (Listera ovata) and, on the grazing lawn at OWNR. (HMB &RJB, AG, NV)
At Sun Lane, Water Violets (Hottonia palustris) again flowered well on the lagoon, and Great Burnet
(Sanguisorba officinalis), Betony (Stachys betonica) and Devil’s-bit Scabious (Succisa pratensis) put on a
colourful show of flowers. (MHA)
BOTANY SECTION OUTINGS

Leathley Church to Lindley Trout Farm, May 13 . th(NV)
A group of eleven set off from Leathley Church on a fine day, walking along the roadside after noting a fine
Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris) near the church. A rich mixture of herbs was recorded from the hedgerows.
The group turned at Leathley Mill along the footpath, which follows the course of the river Washburn
upstream. In the first field, the vegetation was found to be far more overgrown than on the last visit in 1995,
possibly through lack of grazing.
A good number of Hart’s Tongue ferns (Phyllitis scolopendrium) were found under the trees on the sides
of the old dry goit, and one fine plant of Scaly Male-fern (Dryopteris affinis) nearby. Wild Angelica plants
(Angelica sylvestris) were also coping well with the long grass.
Further along, the path went by a strip of damp woodland.
Here were Wood Stitchwort (Stellaria
nemorum), Common Dog Violet (Viola riviniana), Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris), Sanicle (Sanicula
europaea), Wood Speedwell (Veronica montana) and, of course, Ramsons (Allium ursinum).
A special find near a stony bridge over a beck was Meadow Saxifrage (Saxifraga granulata). However,
we only found one patch, three having been recorded here previously.
Nearby was an interesting wet area. This would be worth visiting later in the season, when identification
should be easier. There were clumps of a tall fescue, Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus uliginosus), Bog
Stitchwort (Stellaria uliginosa) and a hybrid Campion (Silene dioica x S. latifolia). In the stony run-off,
Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga) and Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage (Chrysosplenium oppositifolium)
were growing.
The path then climbed uphill among scattered trees, including several hawthorns (Crataegus monogyna)
full of may blossom – a good spot for lunch. On the banks we found Barren Strawberry (Potentilla sterilis),
Wood Sage (Teucrium scorodonia), Yellow Archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon), Pignut (Conopodium
majus), Mouse-ear Hawkweed (Pilosella officinarum) and Betony.
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At the Trout Farm near Lindley Bridge, the goit still holds water. This was overhung with Floating Sweetgrass (Glyceria fluitans) and Bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara).
The party crossed into Lindley Woods and went some way along the track. Here were Bluebells
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta) in flower, and Wood Anemones (Anemone nemorosa), along with Tufted Hairgrass (Deschampsia caespitosa), Great Woodrush (Luzula sylvatica), Yellow Pimpernel (Lysimachia
nemorum) and Climbing Corydalis (Ceratocapnos claviculata). Puddles on the track had Water Starwort
(Callitriche sp) growing in them.
The walk proved to be very varied and interesting. In all, 190 plant records were made.
Rylstone Lanes, June 10 . th (AB)
Blessed with a fine day, a group of 8 left the cars by Rylstone Church, then set off to Mucky Lane,
admiring a well-shaped Whitebeam tree (Sorbus aria) on the way.
In the lane, the hedgerow plants were very varied, despite recent herbicide spraying around nettles.
There was no evidence of the Moschatel (Adoxa moschatellina), seen by AB on a ‘recce’ in April, but there
was plenty of other interest – Shining Crane’s-bill (Geranium lucidum) in the walls, Goldilocks in the grass,
also Crosswort (Cruciata laevipes) and Water Avens (Geum rivale).
The group then took the track across Coonlands Hill, a pleasant sloping meadow. Hairy Sedge (Carex
hirta) was common in the turf here. Lunch was eaten looking toward a colourful bank of Dame’s Violet
(Hesperis matronalis) at the field edge.
Emerging onto Fleets Lane, the party turned towards Hetton, passing Butterbur leaves and Marsh Marigold
(Caltha palustris) near the beck, and Meadow Crane’s-bill (Geranium pratense) and Sweet Cicely (Myrrhis
odorata) in the verges.
Reflexed Stonecrop (Sedum rupestre), a garden escape, was settled happily into a dry stone wall near the
village entrance.
Turning into the cool shade of Fairy Lane, the group found Rough Chervil (Chaerophyllum temulentum)
and Upright Hedge-parsley (Torilis japonica) in the hedge bank. Where the path crosses the beck, there was
Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), Lesser Pond Sedge (Carex acutiformis), Watercress (Rorippa
nasturtium aquaticum) and Brooklime.
Walking back into Rylstone along the road, we saw Maidenhair Spleenwort (Asplenium trichomanes) and
Wall-rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria) in the wall, along with Common Polypody (Polypodium vulgare).
Everyone had a very pleasant walk and nearly 130 species were seen.
Park Rash, June 17 . th(HMB)
Park Rash is on the Coverdale road out of Kettlewell, in an area of limestone caves and springs. The
footpath runs alongside Park Gill Beck. Trees, particularly Rowans (Sorbus aucuparia), grow by the beck.
Other trees seen included Bird Cherry (Prunus padus), Hazel, Bay Willow (Salix pentandra) and Hawthorn.
A rich variety of herbs was found in the pasture – Salad Burnet (Poterium sanguisorba), Ox-eye Daisy
(Leucanthemum vulgare), Kidney Vetch, Meadow Rue (Thalictrum minus) and Wood Crane’s-bill
(Geranium sylvaticum) were some of the 128 species seen. Also in the turf were Mountain Everlasting
(Antennaria dioica), Hairy Dog Violet (Viola hirta), Autumn Gentian (Gentianella amarella), Goldenrod
(Solidago virgaurea) and Bloody Crane’s-bill.
Limestone ferns on the rocky outcrops included Maidenhair Spleenwort and Brittle Bladder-fern
(Cystopteris fragilis), as well as Common Polypody and Wall Rue.
Four Sedge species were found: Yellow Sedge (Carex viridula), Glaucous Sedge (C. flacca), Common
Sedge (C. nigra) and Carnation Sedge (C. panicea). Also three species of Lady’s-mantle were found,
(Alchemilla glabra, A. glaucescens and A. xanthochlora). Orchids seen included a cross between Common
Spotted Orchid and Northern Marsh Orchid (Dactylorhiza x venusta).
The day proved to be an excellent one for seeing many of the attractive plants of limestone country.

Wensleydale, July 1 .st
This outing was arranged for us and led by John Smith, who knows Wensleydale well. He took the group to
three different sites.
The first visit was to Leyburn Old Glebe, a well-known base-rich lowland hay meadow near the Ure,
bought from the Church by YWT in 1982. It is a good place to see orchids and cowslips, but a bit late in
July. The meadow is on a south-facing slope, and rather wetter on the western or Wensley side. It is cut for
hay in summer and grazed by sheep in winter. Plants flowering well included Betony, Yellow Rattle
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(Rhinanthus minor), Eyebright (Euphrasia sp), Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia), Salad Burnet and
Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria).
The next stop was at Ballowfield, by the picnic site. The land between the road and the river is a local
nature reserve of flattish land with some scrub. Across the river is a SSSI.
The trees included Hazel, Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Alder (Alnus glutinosa), Hawthorn and Holly (Ilex
aquifolium), and had an understorey
of Wood Melick (Melica uniflora), Honeysuckle (Lonicera
periclymenum) and Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosella).
At the northern end of the site were lots of Thrift plants (Armeria maritima), and also Moonwort
(Botrychium lunularia) – a pleasing find.
The group found Spring Sandwort (Minuartia verna) and Alpine Pennycress (Thlaspi alpestre), both
species tolerant of lead. In the wetter patches were Ragged Robin (Lychnis flos-cuculi), Common Spotted
Orchids and Northern Marsh Orchid, as well as Meadowsweet and Lesser Pond Sedge.
A particularly nice find was a Bee Orchid. This is a new site for it, and only its third one in Wensleydale.
The last stop was at Seata Quarry. This lies to the west of Aysgarth, and is an attractive place approached
down a green lane. In earlier days this old limestone quarry was used as a venue for village events, such as
picnics. Some attempts seem to have been made to “pretty” it up at some time, by planting non-natives. One
survival from this activity is Fairy Foxglove (Erinus alpinus), which looks spectacular on the quarry sides,
colonising the smallest of cracks.
Another introduction is Round-leaved St. John’s-wort (Hypericum nummularium), with starry yellow
flowers. It was probably put here in the 1920s. These last two species originate in mountains of SW Europe.
The quarry sides also grew Biting Stonecrop (Sedum acre), Wild Thyme (Thymus polytrichus), Wall Rue
and Rockrose (Helianthemum chamaecistus). Twayblades, Carnation Sedge and Fragrant Orchid
(Gymnadenia conopsea) were found on the quarry floor.
Many thanks to John Smith for organising such a varied and interesting day.
High & Low Greenfield, July 29 th (OM)
As ever, a visit to this part of Langstrothdale was a botanist’s delight, especially on a pleasant summer’s day.
The party walked (very slowly!) from Low Greenfield up to the Far Barn area, with diversions to a small
pond and a wet flush.
We recorded the plants separately for the three 1km x 1km squares visited. The total plant list for the day
was over 140 species. Of these, only 14 were present in all three squares, a good indication of the rich
botanical diversity of this mainly lime-rich area.
Highlights of the day were perhaps mainly at the western end of the road, with Fragrant Orchids and
Bird’s-eye Primrose occasionally along the way. Near the pond plants of Frog Orchid (Dactylorhiza viridis)
and Autumn Gentian were growing. In the wet lime-rich flush there was so much to see – Grass-ofParnassus (Parnassia palustris), Twayblades, Common Butterwort (Pinguicula vulgaris), Marsh Arrowgrass (Triglochin palustre), Fragrant Orchids, Bird’s-eye Primroses and Marsh Valerian (Valeriana dioica)
were in the more open gravely areas. Further up, where the vegetation was taller, Marsh Lousewort
(Pedicularis palustris), Marsh Hawksbeard (Crepis paludosa), Marsh Foxtail (Alopecurus geniculatus),
Creeping Forget-me-not (Myosotis secunda) and Melancholy Thistle (Cirsium heterophyllum) were growing.
Great identification angst was caused by some of the Scurvy-grasses. In the end, in addition to Pyrenean
Scurvy-grass (Cochlearia pyrenaica), another species (C. officinalis agg) was also thought to be present .
All in all, a wonderful day.

REPORT ON 2003 ‘BLUEBELLS FOR BRITAIN’ SURVEY
More than 2000 people took part, including several WNS members. In all, 4500 records were sent in.
Most of the records were for pure native Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) in its typical broad-leaved
woodland/scrub habitat and most of the sites were from small- to medium-sized woods.
However, 1 in 6 of these broad-leaved woodland records showed a mix of bluebells present, with Spanish
Bluebell (H. hispanica) and/or the hybrid (H. hispanica x H. non-scripta).
Overall, the bluebell sites in broad-leaved woodland were 84% native, 15% mixture and 1% Spanish. This
highlights the threat that hybridisation poses to our native bluebell. Plantlife International recommends that
more research is urgently needed to understand the intermixing of genes between the species.
37% of the Spanish bluebell records and 39% of the hybrid or mixture records were from the ‘built-up
areas and gardens’ category and probably reflects their popularity as garden flowers.
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In the category ‘boundary features’, which includes road verges, were a further 30% of the Spanish
bluebell records and 20% of the hybrid and mixture records.
Plantlife International recommends that if you wish to get rid of Spanish or hybrid plants from your own
garden or land, that you dig them up and leave them to dry for up to 1 month. They can then be composted.
Do not dispose of them live. NB It is only legal to dig up wild plants on your own land.
Gardeners should double-check that any bluebells being sold as H. non-scripta have been legally sourced,
i.e. not taken from the wild, and are genuinely our native species.
LOCAL SURVEYS
Otley Gallows Hill Nature Reserve, 29 April (ML)
This was our second visit to this site, the earlier visit having been the previous July. In all, 44 new species
were found, bringing the total list for the site to 125 species, of which 33 are trees and shrubs.
Trees added to the list included Holly, Beech (Fagus sylvatica), Alder, Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), Elm
(Ulmus glabra), Wayfaring Tree (Viburnum lantana), Bird Cherry and Lime (Tilia x vulgaris). A
particularly interesting find was a well-grown specimen of Red-berried Elder (Sambucus racemosa). This
species was introduced and is well naturalised in Britain. There are 3 varieties, coming from N. America, E.
Asia, and, the most likely source for this tree, Europe. The Otley tree was a fine sight on this visit, but when
revisited in August by MHA there was no sign of fruiting.
Roses found included Japanese Rose (Rosa rugosa) and Soft Downy-rose (R. mollis).
Flowering plants on the list included naturalised Horse-radish (Armoracia rusticana) and Honesty (Lunaria
annua), as well as taller natives such as Great Mullein (Verbascum thapsus), Giant Bellflower (Campanula
latifolia) and Teasel (Dipsacus fullonum), and the aliens Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) and
Spanish Bluebell.
Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve
The following additional species were found this year :Spurge Laurel (Daphne laureola) – found near the parking area by NB.
Fool’s Watercress (Apium nodiflorum) – found by FCD and AR in 2003, on a ridge on the grazing
lawn. So far, it has not been seen in flower, so it still awaits confirmation.
Marsh Thistle (Cirsium palustre) – in the strimmed area, along with
White Deadnettle (Lamium album) and
Purple Toadflax (Linaria purpurea).
Broom (Cytisus scoparius)
Climbing Corydalis – at the foot of some trees between the western track and Lapwing Meadow.
The new finds that created the most interest were plants of both Northern and Southern Marsh-orchids. Five
plants of Southern Marsh-orchid were found, three near the Conservation Lake and two at the edge of the Silt
Lagoon.
About 20 Northern Marsh-orchids were also found close to the moat. These latter have much richer redpurple flowers and shorter flower spikes. All these plants were growing within a few metres of standing
water.
The display of Common Spotted Orchids on the “island” was again very good, with many strikingly large
flower-rich plants, in a range of pinky-purples to white.
OWNR PLANT SURVEY
The start was made this year to a whole-site survey. This is to be on-going. The site was divided into 15
reasonably distinct compartments, 12 of them being within the reserve area, and 3 outside it.
The recording compartments are as follows:
In Reserve
A.
Former Stockyard
B.
Bay in Conservation Lake
C.
Path to fishing/picnic beach
D.
Track on West side with wide verges
E.
Channel by side of track D, dammed area with ponding
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F.
Strimmed area, to be Wildflower Meadow
G.
Reed Bed and Grazing Lawn
H.
Curved banking round reed beds on West
I.
Curved banking round reed beds on East and North-east sides
J.
“Island” at east end of Grazing Lawn
K.
Mound to North of reed beds
L.
Area of tree-planting on South side of Silt Lagoon/ Grazing Lawn
Outside Reserve
M.
River bank
N.
Fishing headlands on North side of Conservation Lake
O.
Spoil area.
This year, in April, a group walked and recorded in areas D, F and K. (Joyce Hartley had had a good look at
areas B and C in 2003.) Records were made using a simple abundance scale, to help us to see any changes
through time.
In succeeding years, the aim is to visit all the compartments in turn, so that each is visited every few years.
In this way we hope that a picture of any changes can be built up.
Bolton Abbey Railway site (AT)
Two sections were targeted on this year’s visit in mid-May, the fenced area adjacent to the car park and the
Lineside beyond the station. Three new species for the site were recorded – Bird Cherry in the fenced area,
Welsh Poppy (Meconopsis cambrica) on the lineside and Sticky Mouse-ear (Cerastium glomeratum) in the
car park. This brought the total number of species for the day to 117.
It is always a pleasure to visit this site, which continues to improve under the careful management of Pete
Walker.
Dale Head, Bolton Abbey Estate, June 16 th
On a damp morning, a group of 11 members met Roy Lingard, Head Forester, in the main car park, and then
travelled by Land Rover up to the survey area. The first stop was at a fenced and ungrazed steepish hillside
area, planted with young mixed native trees. The land had been sprayed to kill bracken in 1999.
The vegetation was typical acid grassland, and the abundant species were Wavy Hair-grass (Deschampsia
flexuosa), Yorkshire Fog (Holcus lanatus), Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) and Heath Bedstraw (Galium
saxatile).
The second area visited was along the pipeline track, and through some trees. The ferns seen included
Lady-fern (Athyrium filix-femina), Broad Buckler (Dryopteris dilatata) and some fine plants of Hard Fern
(Blechnum spicant). Climbing Corydalis was noted at the foot of a tree. No species were found that had not
been seen on previous visits, apart from the Climbing Corydalis. Nevertheless it was an interesting and
useful day. Our thanks go to Roy Lingard for making the arrangements and spending the day with us.
Addingham – Silsden Road Nature Reserve (HMB)
This reserve has reclaimed an area of land that used to be a tip, and transformed it into a nature reserve on
the edge of Addingham. It is a narrow sloping site bordered by allotments and a stream, and connecting with
a public footpath into the village.
After clearing the brambles, broken glass and rusting metal, part of the top end of the site was fenced and
sown with wild flower seeds. Unfortunately, the seed planting was followed by heavy rain, which washed
many seeds down the slope and out of the enclosure.
Volunteers planted trees, using native species such as Rowan, Oak (Quercus robur), Holly and Hawthorn.
(Once again, it was a very wet day.) More fencing along the streamside may be needed to stop sheep getting
into the open part of the reserve.
A plant survey in August 2004 produced a list of 67 species within the enclosure, including Musk Mallow
(Malva moschata), Giant Bellflower and Great Mullein. The most striking plant, however, was Wild Carrot
(Daucus carota) growing in profusion.
Surveys in spring and early summer 2005 may bring the species list up in numbers, and hopefully, as the
site matures, more species will emerge over the coming years.
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Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits, June 2004. (JH)
The conditions on this site have deteriorated badly, even since 2003. The dry weather of last year may not
have helped, but it is obvious that there has been a complete lack of maintenance. The only signs of any
work being carried out were in the eastern area belonging to Bradford Metropolitan Council, where a broad
swathe of grass had been cut alongside the river, presumably to allow vehicular access. There are tyre-tracks
here and in many other parts.
Gaps have been hacked in the dense scrub now surrounding the lagoon, to make several new sets of steps
down to the fishing platforms. These apart, access is not now possible to the banks, which previously
contained many interesting and varied herbaceous plants. The only species maintaining a foothold is Tall
Eryngo (Eryngium giganteum). There was one clump of Pendulous Sedge (Carex pendula). Of the Evening
Primrose which used to be at the western end of the lagoon, there is no sign. Only one plant was found on
the mound where the teasels grow.
The path from the entrance gate had a few orchids growing – the usual southern marsh-orchids, and their
hybrids with common spotted orchids.
In the area to the east of the East Lagoon, in which most of the orchid plants have been growing in recent
years, there were far fewer than usual. Many of those nearer the river seemed to be unhealthy. Very little
Ragged Robin was seen, but there were huge thickets of Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica).
At present, Grass Vetchling (Lathyrus nissolia) seems to be surviving. One Bee Orchid was seen by MHA,
but it had been nibbled off by rabbits. MHA also found a pure white-flowered Herb Robert plant.
Sun Lane Nature Reserve
This continues to provide interest and some surprises, with its somewhat eclectic assemblage of plants. FCD
reports that new species found in 2004 were :
Common Calamint (Clinopodium ascendens),
Fool’s Water-cress and Bloody Crane’s-bill. However, she says that Wormwood (Artemisia absinthium) is
doing less well, probably because of over-shading.
MHA reports that the 3 species of Spurge are still there – Caper Spurge (Euphorbia lathyris), Portland
Spurge (E. portlandica) and Upright Spurge (E. serrulata). Whorl-grass (Catabrosa aquatica) in the stream,
and Maiden Pink (Dianthus deltoides) on the gravel bed were still present, also Knotted Crane’s-bill
(Geranium nodosum), Bogbean (Menyanthes trifoliata) and two woodlanders, Sanicle and Woodruff
(Galium odoratum).
Other Surveys
Several members of WNS and UWFS have been involved as volunteers in a repeat survey of Limestone
Pavements within the Yorkshire Dales National Park. This has now been completed, evaluated and a report
by Tim Thom has been published.
The same volunteers have also tried their hands at some National
Vegetation Classification (NVC) survey work.
WNS volunteers have joined others in surveying some possible SINC sites for Nidderdale AONB.
OTHER MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS
Our thanks to Tony Gilroy, Chairman of Ilkley in Bloom, who sent us lists of the Cornfield Annual seeds and
the Summer Meadow seeds that have been sown in the Wildflower Area on Bolton Bridge Road, Ilkley. It
flowered well this year, particularly the Ox-eye daisies, and it will be interesting to see how it develops and
changes in the coming years.
Monkey Flower (Mimulus guttatus) - a healthy colony in Kex Beck. (SW)
Brittle Bladder Fern – growing in a wall at Thorpe. (HMB, PS, AT)
Monkshood (Aconitum napellus) – 2 plants in Strid Woods. (AR, FCD)
Blinks (Montia fontana) – in wet flush in old quarry, Yarnbury road, Grassington. (CB). Its relative Pink
Purslane (Claytonia sibirica) was seen at Burley Woodhead. (DH & RH)
Butterbur (Petasites hybridus) – 2 female plants in fruit were found at Barden. (MHA)
Sand Leek (Allium scorodoprasum) – growing in an attractive patch of wildflowers at the edge of Ilkley Golf
Course (AB). Previously seen here in 1998 by ML.
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Moschatel – was found in Addingham near the footbridge, and near
beck in Low Mill Lane, also at Bolton Abbey near the Cavendish
Pavilion (J&SW, NV). It was last recorded at the Low Mill Lane
site by JH in1988.
Few-flowered Leek (Allium paradoxum) recorded from Strid Wood
(AMG) and from Hebden Beck (MHA).
Marsh Violet (Viola palustris) – still at its Swinsty site. (DS)
Meadow Saxifrage turned up again at its earlier site in Addingham,
Low Mill Lane. (NV)
Nettle-leaved Bellflower (Campanula trachelium) – was found in
Grass Wood, growing close to where it was first recorded there.
(AMG)
Sneezewort and Common Figwort (Scrophularia nodosa) – found by
Thackray Beck footpath. (OM)
Walking round built-up areas can provide interest. OM found Green
Alkanet (Pentaglottis sempervirens) at 2 sites in Otley. FCD found
this plant in Burley-in-Wharfedale, and also Nettle-leaved
Bellflower, Ivy-leaved Toadflax (Cymbalaria muralis), Fool’s
Parsley (Aethusa cynapium), Hedgerow Crane’s-bill (Geranium
pyrenaicum), Small Teasel (Dipsacus pilosus), Purple Toadflax
(Linaria purpurea), Wall Lettuce (Mycelis muralis) and Buddleia
Meadow Saxifrage
seedlings. MHA found Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage growing
at the edge of the beck, in Burley Main Street.
A plant of Bristly Oxtongue (Picris echioides) was found at a road corner in Ilkley (JED, AB)
Many thanks to all who sent records in. Records were received from the following:
MH Atkinson
FC Draper
P Lambert
C Bell
JE Duncan
M Leather
A Bickley
A Gill
O Middleton
N Bowland
AM Gramshaw A Riley
Sarah Ward
B Brown
J & S Hartley
P Schwarzenbach
HM & RJ Burrow
D & R Howson
D Storey

J Topham
A Tupholme
J & S Ward

Erratum in 2003 Review (with NV’s apologies): Special Records – Toothwort (Lathraea squamaria) – found
by DH at Addingham Sandbeds, not as stated.
Nicky Vernon
FUNGI

Velvet Shank

(by Archie Baines)

2004 was the best season since 2000. Waxcaps flourished but the Plantlife
Survey had unfortunately finished. Pink
Wax-cap Hygrocybe
calyptriformis again appeared in the recorder’s garden, with 10 specimens
in October and these elegant toadstools were reported from other gardens
and the usual grasslands.
Skipton Wildlife Watch group forayed for the fifth year in Grass Wood
(10 Oct). They enjoyed seeing groups of white Marasmius wynnei
toadstools, not common, in the Beech leaf litter, and the last ‘find’, just
one Melanoleuca grammopodia, a large brown fungus with a ‘knob’ in
the centre, which was a new record.
UWFS Botany Group also visited in October. Three new species were
found; a ring of Clitocybe geotropa, Pleurotellus hypnophilus, (det. PA)
looking like the more common Crepidotus, and Entoloma icterinum, a
neat, distinctive specimen with yellow cap, supposed to smell of
peardrops.
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A day spent in Scargill Wood near Kettlewell by four of us, produced a list with more than 50% of the
species the same as Grass Wood, perhaps not surprising, as it lies on the same side of the valley, although
more open. Tricholoma vaccinum, a finely scaly brown fungus under pines, was also confirmed in Grass
Wood in a similar habitat shortly after.
Due to the need to record for updat ing the Grass Wood Management Plan, some other sites were not
visited, but Joan Powell did sterling work surveying Otley Wetlands, Ann Bickley continued recording
Darwin Gardens and Middleton Woods, and Anne Riley at Sun Lane Nature Reserve.
From Ann Bickley:
Darwin Gardens and Middleton Woods: Review of 2004
Darwin Gardens were visited regularly once a month fr om August to December and 34 different species
recorded. It was disappointing not to find Hygrocybe calyptriformis this year but the spectacle of literally
hundreds of more familiar wax-caps (seven different varieties) in the middle of November almost made up
for it. Clavaria vermicularis was found among them for the first time. (Also found in Middleton Hospital
grounds, 11 Sept. D&R Howson.)
Over a period of five months Mid dleton and Stubham Woods once more produced quite a large variety of
th
fungi. Ann Bickley led a foray there for the Mid-Yorkshire Fungus Group on October 30 . Unfortunately,
this pre-booked date clashed with the Coffee Morning so only 2 WNS members attended. Over 67 varieties
were recorded and many more taken by individuals for microscopic examination. It was gratifying to have
experts present to separate Ascoryne cylichinum from A. sarcoides and to name Pluteus podospileus.
Unfortunately, we did not find Geastrum triplex this year. One of the highlights was a delightful mosscovered log with Scutellinia scutellata and the diminutive Mycena adonis growing on it side by side. Many
thanks to Andrew Woodall and Alan Braddock of MYFG for their expertise.
It was the turn of Harrogate and District Naturalists’ Society to host the annual foray on 17 October, again
led by Dr Tom Hering, in Skrikes Wood, a well-known Nidderdale site.
He picked out a milkcap Lactarius vietus, Omphalina griseopallida, a
tiny toadstool which looked like a
possible ‘lichen-former’ and Tyromyces chioneus as the most interesting among the 61 species identified. A
good group from the two societies enjoyed an informative morning. Joint forays have taken place annually
without a break since 1982, beginning at the suggestion of Dr Bob Cundall of HDNS and founder of MYFG.
This is my last report as WNS recorder; the first was in 1976. There are now more opportunities for anyone
interested to join a group such as MYFG and attend forays.
The vast, if expensive, literature available reminds me th at when I began, only a few secondhand books
were around. Collins’ Guide to Mushrooms and Toadstools by Morten Lange and F. Bayard Hora was our
‘Bible’ and anyone who’d been on Dr Hora’s courses at Malham Tarn FC in the 60’s was held in awe!
Certainly, there is much more interest, in serious recording as well as eating. My own recording
has
inevitably concentrated on Grass Wood but ‘one site’ recording and surveying seems to be the most useful
way forward for individuals.
My thanks to all WNS members who have shared this interest and for all the necessary and much valued
identification help, which this season again came from long-time friends met through mycology, Dr P and
Dr J Andrews and Dr T Hering. My grateful thanks also to Joan Powell and Ann Bickley who have kept the
recording ‘afloat’ and offered extra events to members.
Records received from:
A. Bickley, J. M. Clapham, D.& R. Howson and J. Powell.
My apologies for any omissions.
Audrey Gramshaw

Bracket Fungus
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AMPHIBIANS
C AUDATA – tailed amphibians
GREAT CRESTED NEWT Tritur us cristatus
No Records
PALMATE NEWT Triturus helveticus
Seen regularly in Burley pool from April to late May
SMOOTH NEWT Triturus vulgaris
Record from Burley pool March
ANURA-tail-less amphibians
COMMON TOAD Bufo bufo
First seen at Thruscross 50+ 13/3 large numbers at Sun Lane, OWNR&Gallows Hill.
Lots of Toddles OWNR 26/6.A late sighting OWNR Oct.
SQUAMATA – scaly reptiles

REPTILES
ADDER Vipera berus
Six female and two male seen above Thruscross 6/3.
SLOW WORM Aguis fragilis
Two seen at Hoodstorth 17/5.One reported from Blubberhouses
Hall 17/9.
COMMON LIZARD Lacerta vivipara
No reports.

MAMMALS
INSECTIVORES – insect-eaters
HEDGEHOG Erinaceus europaeus
Not as many reports this year. First seen mid-February, last seen early Sept. 5 Killed on roads
MOLE Talpa europeaus.
Active in early Jan, especially in wet areas OWNS.1 found dead at Middleton 18/07.
COMMON SHREW Sorex araneus
3 Caught in Longworth traps OWNR 18/07.
PYGMY SHREW Sorex minutus
No Reports
WATER SHREW Neomys fodiens
No Reports .40 Refugios were put down at OWNR with no significant results.
C HIROPTERA – bats
DAUBENTON’S BAT Myotis daubentoni
Many seen Otley Bridge on the Bat evening 8/6
PIPISTRELLE Pipistrellus pipistrellus
First seen flying at Menston ½.Seen regularly Menston garden, also Otley Chevin.
Many seen above Wharfe on Bat evening 8/6.
NOCTULE Nyctalus noctula
Two or three flying over the Wharfe at Otley on the Bat evening 8/6
LAGAMORPHA – rabbits and hares
RABBIT Oryctolagus cuniculus
Present in most of WNS area, with many outbreaks of Myxomatosis. 1 Black rabbit OWNR.
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HARE Lepus capensis
Sightings from Menston, Otley Chevin, Langbar &Panorama Resevoir. 6 opposite Chelker Res. May.
RODENTIA – rodents
GREY SQUIRREL Scuirus carolinensis
Another widespread mammal noted in most WNS area seen regularly in many gardens Menston,
Otley and Ilkley.
BANK VOLE Clethrionomys glariolus
4 Young found under iron sheet Sun Lane 19/7.Two more reports from Sun Lane 2 10/4 & 1 8/8
4 Caught in Longworth traps OWNR 18/7
FIELD VOLE Microtis agrestis
No reports.2 Skulls found in Tawny Owl pallets found at OWNR
WOOD MOUSE Apodemus sylvaticus
2 reported often in Burley garden.6 caught in Otley garden shed 5-7/1Seen in Menston garden
April/Aug.
3 caught in Longworth traps OWNR 18/7
COMMON RAT Rattus norvegicus
At least 2 in Burley garden 23/10.

CARNIVORRES – flesh-eaters
FOX Vulpes vulpes
1 Dead on road Knotford 14/1.Tracks at OWNR 28/1.Also seen at Knotford, Otley Chevin and Sun Lane.
Vixen +4 cubs Ilkley Moor 27/5.1 noted Fewston Res. Aug.
STOAT Mustela erminea
Found at OWNR regularly, 1under metal sheet +2 dead rabbits 17/4. Others seen Sun Lane, Timble.
1 Ran into wall Grass Wood 26/5.
Beaver Dyke Res., 2 Askwith Moor & 1Ilkley moor.
WEASEL Mustela nivalis
Reports from Knotford, Nesfield, Barden &Ilkley Moor.
POLECAT FERRET Mustela furo
1 On railway line above Sun Lane 17/5.
MINK Mustela vison
Tracks & scats OWNR 28/1.1 carrying rabbit OWNR26/5. 1 dead at Swing Bridge Ilkley.
18 Trapped and dispatched at OWNR during 2004.
BADGER Meles meles
Most sets active but not as much activity as usual.5 road deaths 3 from Addingham Bypass.
A new set found in the middle of Ilkley 5 animals in residence.
1 Chelker &1 Pool Bank.
OTTER Lutra lutra
Prints in snow Denton .Footprints at Burley Mill 12/10, 1 seen swimming Burley Mills 14/10.
Spraint early in the year OWNR 21/2 then a large gap until Sept/ Dec. Now many Spraints.
Spraint at Thruscross 13/3.
ARTIODACTYLA
Red deer Cervus elap hus
Tracks seen OWNR 27/5.1 seen Dob Park 6/9.
ROE DEER Capreolus capreolus
Most seen 6 at Denton 22/2. 2 Does seen in Timble Ings 7/6. Others seen Denton, Dob Park, Rombalds
Moor, Middleton Hospital, Grass Wood & Lindley.
CON TRIBUTORS:
D Alred, J Alred, N&A Bowland, O Brear, R&H Burrow, L Dewdney, F C Draper, A Gramshaw,
C Hartley, M E Hopper, M&D Leather, P&K Limb, P Purvis, P Riley, J Ward, P Wild.
My thanks to all contributors. Far fewer records this year.

Nevil Bowland
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BUTTERFLIES
This year there were records from January to November, over 3000 in total
for the second successive year. With the summer weather being mixed
there were many dull drizzly periods in which it was surprising to find that
a few butterflies still flew! With all our efforts there were records on all
but six days in July to September. However in the same three months of
2003 there were only two blank days.
2004 turned out to be a fascinating and unp
redictable year for our
butterfly observers as will be revealed.
Many resident butterflies did rather w ell, particularly the Ringlet, which
can tolerate dull damp weather. Meadow Brown, Common Blue and the two resident Skippers also thrived.
The migrant Painted Lady and Red Admiral had good but not outstanding years, being seen all over ou
r
dales.
Dark Green Fritillary once again made an appearance in a number of places, spread astonishingly widely
around Upper Wharfedale. A new site was found for Northern Brown Argus which otherwise had a moderate
year.
Colonisation by Speckled Wood seems to be continuing, with over 40 sightings this year, mainly between
Ilkley and Otley where a good colony has appeared at the Otley Wetlands NR, over twenty insects being
seen on one visit.
White-letter Hai rstreaks were found nectaring on seven different sites – quite unprecedented for this
elusive insect. Purple Hairstreak was found on three new sites up the dale, and Green Hairstreaks were seen
in many places along the edge of ‘Ilkley’ moor from Burley Woodhead above Ilkley and Addingham to the
Western edge near Silsden.
Details of individual species follow. The initials in square brackets denote individual observers whose names
are at the end of the report. ‘New sites’ may indicate new 1km. squares on the map, or actual new sites.
H ESPERIIDAE
1526 SMALL SKIPPER Thymelicus sylvestris
The third good year in succession, with sites a round Ilkley, Burley, Otley, Duck Street Quarry Greenhow,
Timble, Thruscross and Stainburn Moor. Seen on several sites in the upper dale, new sites being near
Swinden Quarry[GL] and near Park Rash, Kettlewell [IC]. Recorded first on 10th June at Timble Ings[JD],
and last on 8 th September at Sun Lane Nature Reserve [FD]. Peak counts were 131 on 6th August at
Stainburn Forest and 118 on 30thJuly at Timble Ings [DH].
1531 LARGE SKIPPER Ochlodes venata
Like its close relative, had another goo d year. There were sightings at Ilkley, at Sun Lane and Otley
Wetlands NRs, the vicinity of Stainburn Forest, and of Thruscross. There were some ten sightings from
Upper Wharfedale, including a new site at Cracoe [SM], with a peak count of 8 at Grass Wood [GL].
First seen on 7th June at Ilkley, last seen on 6 th August on the roadside near Little Alms Cliff. The peak
count was an amazing 251 at the latter site on 27thJuly [DH]. Elsewhere counts were far lower.
P IERIDAE
1546 BRIMSTONE Gonepteryx rhamni
Seen more often-over 30 times- this y ear. The dates range from 22nd April near Lindley [PP] to 25th
September in a Burley garden [FD]. Many of the sightings were from Otley, but there were other sightings
from Ilkley, several from Washburndale, and a new site in Upper Wharfedale near Conistone [EC]. The
peak count was 2 on three occasions. Eleven of the reports were of females, A larva was seen in June on the
Sun Lane NR buckthorns [FD].
Of the common ‘Whites’, sightings of Large and Small were down on 2003.
1549 LARGE WHITE Pieris brassicae
The peak number was only 5, seen on the 16 th August at Otley Wetlands NR [PR]. Small numbers were
seen in many places over the two dales. The first seen was on 18 thMay at Grass Wood [GL], the last on 24 th
September at Otley Wetlands[PR].
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1550 SMALL WHITE Pieris rapae
Seen in both dales, up to Kettlewell and Litton, and Thruscross respectively. The first was on 13th April in
Ilkley, and the last was on 16 th September in a Burley garden[FD], where larvae were subsequently seen in
October. The peak count was 20 on 11th August near Anchor Farm Washburndale [JD]. There were other
counts in double figures on various sites in Ilkley, Otley riverside[JD] and Otley Wetlands[LD], and
Thruscross[JD] .
1551 GREEN-VEINED WHITE Pieris napi
Had another very good year, with many sigh tings. First seen on 23rd April at Sun Lane NR [FD], last noted
was on 17 th September, same place, same recorder. The largest count was of 35, on 16 th August at Otley
Wetlands NR {PR]. 30 were seen near Anchor Farm Washburndale [JD], near Lindley Wood reservoir
[JD], and at Greenhow Duck Street Quarry[MB].
1553 ORANGE TIP Anthocharis cardamines
Another good year. There were sightings up Wharfedale to Grass Wood, and up the Washburn as far as
Fewston. First seen on 13 th April in Burley [DA], and the last was seen there on 16 th June [JK]. The highest
count was 40 at Lindley Wood reservoir on 22nd May [JD]. There were four other sites with counts over 10.

LYCAENIDAE
1555 GREEN HAIRSTREAK Callophrys rubi
The numbers of sightings and sites were the h ighest ever, although the butterflies were nowhere abundant,
and the season stared late. The first records were on 24th April along the stream valleys on the North edge
of Ilkley and Burley Moors, and the last record was on 9th June in the same area. The peak count was about
10 on four May dates, although ‘many’ butterflies were seen by two observers along the moor edge from
Hebers Ghyll to Addingham High Moor [DM, JW]. There was a Barden sighting [GF], and several in
Upper Wharfedale with a new site at Long Ashes [GL].
1557 PURPLE HAIRSTREAK Neozephyrus quercus
Most insects were reported from the Ilkley (Middleto n Hospital) site, but there were also records from three
new sites in mid Wharfedale [GF], and from Sun Lane NR in Burley [FD]. At the Ilkley site, as in 2003,
many visits were in the morning and insects were seen on the ground, on two occasions. First seen on 27th
July, the last was seen on 1st September, both in Ilkley. The largest count of 4 on 31st July at Howgill [GF].
1558 WHITE-LETTER HAIRSTREAK Satyrium w-album
The peak sighting of four insects was recorded on 5th A ugust on elms along Ilkley Road, Addingham,
presently the most reliable site. The range of the other records, most of which concerned insects seen
nectaring, was completely unexpected. The first was seen on 28th June at Otley Wetlands NR, a new site
[PR]. The last was seen on 15th August on the cricket field below Stubham Woods [JC], another new
location. Two new locations were in gardens, one in Burley [JH] and one in Ben Rhydding [GP], and one
was seen at the original site at Sun Lane NR [FD]. Following Martin Greenland’s discoveries of WH eggs
in 2003 came sightings at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits on 6th [JH] and 7th August [DH], and of various
insects on six July days at Ilkley (Middleton Hospital) [DH, DM].
1561 SMALL COPPER Lycaena phlaeas
A good year, with over seventy sightings . Observed in many areas of Wharfedale, with a new site on the
Addingham bypass[RB], up to another near Kettlewell [GL], and in the Washburn up to Hoodstorth, with a
new site at Penny Pot lane [DH]. First sighted on 17th May at Hoodstorth [DA], with seventeen firstgeneration (April-June) records this year, and a peak number of 10 on Barden Moor on 6th June [KL] and
at the Valley of Desolation on 8th August [GF]. The best second-generation record was 18 on 1st
September, near Anchor Farm Washburndale [JD]. The last record was on 17th September at Lower Grass
Wood [GL].
1573 NORTHERN BROWN ARGUS Aricia artaxerxes
This year Butterfly Conservation had transects establish ed on the two largest sites, and kindly let the WNS
see the records. Most of our own records therefore came from other sites. The first sightings were on 6th
June at Grass Wood [GL], on 7th June, and on the Bastow Wood transect, where 14 insects were seen
[RW]. Late sightings were two insects on 26th July, at a new site near Kettlewell [PS], and on 1st August
between Kettlewell and Starbotton [GF]. Other records came from the Long Ashes transect, and sites near
Haw Hill Quarry and Kilnsey Crag. Two insects were seen on the bank of the Skirfare, presumably strays.
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1574 COMMON BLUE Polyommatus icarus
Yet more sightings this year. Duck Street Q uarry Greenhow had huge numbers, with a peak number of
1024 on 2nd August [MB]. The first sighting was on 2 nd May at Otley Wetlands NR [KL], and the last on 2 nd
October at Sun Lane NR [FD]. 60 were seen at Sun Lane on 31 st August [PR], 59 in Ilkley (Middleton
Hospital) on 28th June [LD], 50 near Swinden Quarry on 25 thJune and 27 on the Long Ashes transect on 5 th
July [GL]. The insect was seen up Wharfedale as far as Yockenthwaite, and in the Washburn as far as
Thruscross.
1580 HOLLY BLUE Celastrina argiolus.
A good year but not like 2003. Sightings t his year in Ilkley, Burley, Menston and Otley.. The first sighting
was on 20th April at Burley [FD], the last on 13th September in Burley [FD]. Most records were of
singletons, and the peak count was two, seen several times in Burley [FD], [PR], also at Otley Chevin [NB]
and on the riverside at Otley [JD]. On 1st August an insect was seen between Kettlewell and Starbotton, the
furthest ever up the dale [GF].

NYMPHALIDAE
1590 RED ADMIRAL Vanessa atalanta
A good year but not like 2003. Insects were seen in both dales, as far as Litton and High Greenfield in
Upper Wharfedale, but only as far as Swinsty in Washburndale. The first sighting was 9th April at Otley
riverside [JD], the last on 16th November in Menston [JC]. The peak count was 13 on 31st August at Grass
Wood [GL] and all other counts were in single figures.
1591 PAINTED LADY Vanessa cardui
A good year, but less than half the s
ightings of 2003. Many sightings in Upper Wharfedale as far as
Beckermonds [GL], but in Washburndale only as far as Fewston. In mid-Wharfedale they were seen from
Knotford Nook to Addingham, and there were sightings at Duck Street Quarry Greenhow. The first sighting
was on 22nd April at Rylstone [SM], the last on 28th September at Leathley [NB]. The peak count was 16
at the quarry near Greenhow [MB] on 16th August, and there were other counts in double figures from
Ilkley [LD] and Cracoe [SM].
1593 SMALL TORTOISESHELL Aglais urticae
A good year, although this year less common than the Peacock. Seen in many places in both dales, also near
Greenhow. First seen on 10th February in Ilkley [LD], and the last on 6th October in Grasssington [ML].
The peak count was 50 in the Washburn valley on 30th July [PR].
1597 PEACOCK Inachis io
There were many sightings , although as in 2003 there were few late sightings. Insects were seen in both
dales, and on the slopes of the surrounding hills. There were also sightings near Greenhow. First seen on
7th February in Ben Rhydding [DB]. The last was 30th October at Barden Scale [KL]. The largest count
was 103 near Greenhow on 16th August [MB], and there was a count of 58 on 27th August at Middleton
Hospital in Ilkley [LD] The largest spring count was 20 on 13th April at Lindley Wood reservoir [JD].
1598 COMMA Polygonia c-album
A good year, with sightings in Wh arfedale as far as Buckden, and also in Washburndale as far as Swinsty.
The first butterflies were seen flying on 31st March in Ilkley, Burley [FD], and near Lindley Wood
reservoir [JD], where there were two. Once again there was a very late sighting, on 13th November near
Mill House Farm in Washburndale [PP]. In the spring the largest sightings were of two insects. There was a
gap of nearly two months before the summer brood, then the peak number of 15 was seen at Middleton
Hospital Ilkley on 25th August. The golden hutchinsoni variety was again in evidence.
1607 DARK GREEN FRITILLARY Argynnis aglaja
Last year brought the first widespread sightings of da rk green fritillary in the WNS area. This year the trend
has continued, and there were seven sightings of fritillaries in Upper Wharfedale, and one ‘possible’ in
Ilkley [JW], very probably all dark green fritillary (DGF). On 13th July on the Long Ashes transect near
Threshfield a DGF was seen independently by two observers [DH, GL]. On the 22nd July two fritillaries
were seen near Rais Wood [IC], on 29th July two were seen near Kettlewell [IC}, and on 1st August a DGF
was seen at Bastow Wood [GF]. Following this on 14th August there was a DGF in mid Langstrothdale
[GF], and on the following day another was seen in Littondale, south of Litton [GF].
Hopefully the 2003 and 2004 sightings will lead up to a discovery of DGF breedin g in our area, but only
time and careful observation will tell.
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SATYRIDAE
1614 SPECKLED WOOD Pararge aegeria
This year produced evidence of at least one colony.
Many more records this year, and the discovery of a colony at Otley Wetlands NR [PR, KL, NB]. First seen
there on 14 th June, with the peak sighting of twenty insects on 21st June [FD]. There were other early
sightings of singletons at Sun Lane NR [FD] and Middleton Hospital Ilkley. Later in the year the largest
sighting was eight at Otley Wetlands on 16 th August [PR]. The Burley and Ilkley sites produced further
st
records with a maximum of two insects at any time. One was sighted on another Burley site on 21
th
September [DA], and on two other Otley sites there were records of two on 15
August [AW] and one on
5th September [JD]. The last records were on 4thOctober at the Ilkley and Sun Lane NR sites [FD].
1615 WALL Lasiommata megera
Over one hundred records this year, including two from the Grassington area, the first for eight years. Seen
there in September on two sites [JR, ML]. Lower down the Wharfe valley seen in Addingham, Ilkley,
Burley, and Otley. In the Washburn area insects were seen near Farnley, Timble, Kex Ghyll, Stainburn
Forest , Swinsty, and as far up the valley as Thruscross. The first seen were twenty on 15th May at Otley
Wetlands NR [KL], the last on 23rd September near Little Alms Cliff. The highest counts were 30 on 16th
August at Otley Wetlands NR and on 1st September in the Washburn valley [PR].
1625 GATEKEEPER Pyronia tithonus
More records this year. Seen in Burley, Ilkley, Otley, and several sites in the Washburn area including
Stainburn Forest, Timble Ings, near Swinsty and Thruscross. First seen on 7th July at Burley Sun Lane NR,
and ‘last’ on 3rd September at the same site [both FD]. This colony goes from strength to strength, with a
maximum of 80 recorded on 27th July [FD]. The peak count was 146 on 6th August at Stainburn Forest
[DH]. 40 were recorded at each of the following sites: Thruscross on 31st July [JD], in the Washburn valley
on the same date [PR] and at Timble Ings on 5th August [JD]. A new colony may be forming at Ben
Rhydding Gravel Pits. There were records on three dates, with a maximum of 5 on 27th July.
1626 MEADOW BROWN Maniola jurtina
More sightings once again, with substantial colonies noted throughout the lower dales. Has continued its
spread in upper Wharfedale, with several new sites, and better numbers (i.e. over 10) in several places. First
seen on 10th June at Otley Wetlands NR [NB], and last on 8th September, in Ilkley and near Trollers Ghyll.
‘Hundreds’ were recorded on 30th July in the Washburn valley [PR], 162 at Duck Street Quarry, Greenhow
on 2nd August [MB] and 100 at Otley Wetlands NR on 28th June [PR]. There were twelve other counts
over 50 including several in Ilkley and at Sun Lane NR [FD].
1627 SMALL HEATH Coenonympha pamphilus
Not quite so many sightings as in 2003. Seen widely in upper Wharfedale, including one at Hawkswick,
Littondale on 25th June – and three near High Greenfield, Langstrothdale on 13th June [GL]. Further down
the valley there were records from Grimwith, Barden Moor, Ilkley, Burley Moor, and Otley Chevin. In the
Washburn there were sightings at Timble Ings, Broad Dubb Road, Kex Ghyll, and near Greenhow The first
record was on 6th June on the Bastow Wood transect [RW], a peak number of 67 was seen on the Long
Ashes transect on 29th July [GL], and the last sighting was at Otley Chevin on 17th September [NB].
1629 RINGLET Aphantopus hyperantus
Again there were more sightings and some new sites noted. Seen at Ilkley, Otley, Lindley, Swinsty, Timble,
Thruscross, Kex Ghyll, Greenhow and Stainburn Forest. In Upper Wharfedale seen at Long Ashes, Bastow
and Grass Woods, Kilnsey, and on new sites between Kettlewell and Starbotton [GF] and at Conistone Dib
[DL].
The earliest records were from several people on 19th June at Otley Wetlands NR [NB, KL, PR], and the
last on 27th August in Ilkley [LD]. There were several large populations. 180 insects were recorded at
Middleton Hospital, Ilkley on 17th July [LD], more than in 2003. 154 were counted near Greenhow on 2nd
August [MB], 100 near Timble Ings on 23rd July [JD], 100 at Otley Wetlands NR on 28th June [PR], and
95 at Stainburn Forest on 10th July.
In compiling this report I am very grateful for the help of many WNS members, also the Upper Wharfedale
Field Society, and Butterfly Conservation. Most of the records have come directly from the observers
mentioned below, but a substantial number have come via Royanne Wilding of the UWFS and Terry
Whitaker of Butterfly Conservation.
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I apologise for any errors or omissions.
Details were received from the following recorders:
D & J Alred (DA), D Barnes(DB), M Barnham(MB), N & A Bowland(NB), R & H Burrow(RB), T & M
Chalmers, JM Clapham(JC), EC Clements(EC), Ian Court(IC), J Dean(JD), LG Dewdney(LD), FC
Draper(FD), AM Gramshaw, M Hartley, J Healey(JH), D & R Howson(DH), J Kyriakides(JK), D & M
Leather(DL), G Light (GL), K & P Limb(KL), M Lumb(ML), B Mann, DH Moore(DM), S Morris(SM), PD
& JP Parkin(PP), G Parkinson(GP), AL Powell & GT Fogitt(GF), J Powell, B Quinton, J Reinsch(JR), A &
P Riley(PR), P Sheehan(PS), H Silcock & Bartram, Mrs H Southern, A & B Thompson, B Turner, J
Ward(JW), R Wilding(RW), A & L Wilson(AW).
David Howson
MOTHS
Adverse weather affected both the spring and autumn results.
The temperature on May 22, National Moth Night, dropped to
4˚C. As a result only two moths were taken at both Otley and
Menston. However, an increase in trapping sites produced some
excellent results, including a Pale Pinion from Grassington, a
Streak at Beamsley and two Blood-vein from Menston – all new
records.
The Society received the results of a multi-trapping session held
in Grass Wood on May 10. These contained some interesting
records including Barred Tooth-striped, early Tooth-striped and
White-pinion Spotted.
ZYGAENIDAE
0169 SIX-SPOT BURNET Zygaena filipendulae
2004 showed a great increase of sightings including two
mating pairs at the Sun Lane Reserve. It was also recorded at the Middleton Hospital site. There are only
occasional earlier records of this day-flying moth.
0171 NARROW-BORDERED FIVE-SPOT BURNET Zygaena lonicerae
A day-flying moth recorded again as numerous from Sun Lane Reserve and also recorded at Otley, W N R
and Ben Rhydding.
Chamomile Shark caterpillar

DREPANIDAE
1648 PEBBLE HOOK-TIP Drepana falcataria
Recorded from three sites this year, Grass Wood on May 10, Menston on May 6 and at Beamsley.
THYATIRIDAE
1659 YELLOW HORNED Achlya flavicornis
A single was trapped at Bradford Road, Otley on April 16. The only previous records were in 1996.
GEOMETRIDAE
1669 COMMON EMERALD Hemithea aestivaria
A single was recorded on July 22 at Station Road, Burley-in-Wharfedale. The only previous records were
two in 1993.
1682 BLOOD-VEIN Timandra Camae
This is a new W N S record. Two singles were recorded, one on August 7 at Halstead Drive, Menston the
second, on August 11 at Leathley Crescent, Menston – well separated sites.
1774 BEECH-GREEN CARPET Colostygia olivata
A newly emerged moth was recorded on August 2 at Station Road, Burley-in-Wharfedale. Previous records
in 1986 and 1990 were from Dib Scar and Grass Wood, the more usual habitat. Although typically a species
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of upland limestone areas there are also Y N U lowland records and there is a good patch of the larval food
plant close by.
1864 THE STREAK Chesias legatella
A new W N S record. A single was reported on October 22 from Beamsley.
1880 BARRED TOOTH-STRIPED Trychopteryx polycommata
A single moth was reported from Grass Wood, in the quarry area, on May 10. This record resulted from
a multi-trapping session by Terry Whitaker et alii, to ascertain if the moth was still present in the area.
Earlier Y N U records where in 1959, 1962 and 1996, all from Grass Wood.
1881 EARLY TOOTH-STRIPED Trichopteryx carpinata
Again this record was received from the multi-trapping session in Grass Wood on May 10. The W N S has
no previous record for this species.
1883 YELLOW-BARRED BRINDLE Acasis viretata
Singles were trapped at Menston on July 31 and August 15. A single in 2002 again from Menston and a Y
N U record from Fewston are the only previous records.
1904 SCORCHED WING Plagodis dolabraria
A local, distinctive moth. Singles were recorded on June 6 at Menston and June 13 at Ben Rhydding. Last
recorded in 2000 and only very rarely prior to that.
1909 SPECKLED YELLOW Pseudopanthera macularia
There were several sightings of this aptly named unmistakable moth. A day-flying species, special to
Grass Wood, to be looked for in May/June.
1919 PURPLE THORN Selenia tetralunaria
At least two were trapped at Menston, eggs were laid and the larvae were released on Silver Birch. Also
recorded from Burley-in-Wharfedale and Grass Wood. First recorded in 1984 and now more frequently
although still in small numbers.
1957 WHITE-PINION SPOTTED Lomographa bimaculata
This record was received from Terry Whitaker. It was taken at the multi-trapping session in Grass Wood
on May 10. The WNS has no previous record for this moth.
SPHINGIDAE
1979 LIME HAWK-MOTH Mimas tiliae
First recorded in 1993 and intermittently since then. Two males trapped at Menston on June 6 were the
only 2004 records.
1984 HUMMINGBIRD HAWK-MOTH Macrglossum stellatarum
Only two sightings of this immigrant moth, the first on March 27, an early record, and the second on July
4, both from Station Road, Burley-in-Wharfedale.
1991 ELEPHANT HAWK-MOTH Deilephila elpenor
A good year for this moth, recorded from three sites in Burley-in-Wharfedale. Twenty-nine were trapped at
Menston between June 6 and July 31 with the highest count of eight on June 16.
1992 SMALL ELEPHANT HAWK-MOTH Deilephila porcellus
Much less common than the previous species. Singles were recorded at Ben Rhydding, Otley and
Menston.
NOTODONTIDAE
1997 SALLOW KITTEN Furcula furcula
Not recorded since 1997 and only in small numbers previously. A single was taken at Sun Lane Reserve
on June 10 and a female trapped at Menston on July 29, laid eggs and the larvae were released on Willow,
the main food plant.
2028 PALE TUSSOCK Calliteara pudibuna
There was an increase of records in 2004. Singles were recorded at Beecroft Moor Plantation, Ben
Rhydding, Otley WNR, Bradford Road, Otley and Menston.
2030 YELLOW-TAIL Euproctis similis
Last recorded in 1990 and the occasional earlier records are of larvae on Hawthorn. A single was trapped
at Leathley Crescent, Menston on August 2.
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ARCTIIDAE
2064 RUBY TIGER Phragmatobia fuliginosa
Recorded from Otley on June 7 and Pool Mills on August 6. This species is more commonly found at
moorlands sites.
2069 CINNABAR Tyria jacobaeae
Recorded usually in large numbers and often as larvae on Ragwort from Otley W N R, Sun Lane Reserve,
the Middleton Hospital site and Beamsley.
NOLIDAE
2078 LEAST BLACK ARCHES Nola confusalis
Singles were trapped at Bradford Road, Otley on May 18 and 20 (different insects) and one on May 10 at
Grass Wood . The only previous W N S records were in 1989 and 1994.
NOCTUIDAE
2142 BEAUTIFUL YELLOW UNDERWING Anarta myrtilli
There are very few W N S records of this day-flying heather moorlands species. Recorded at Kex Ghyll on
July 23
2162 GLAUCOUS SHEARS Papestra biren
There are only occasional records of this species. Singles
were trapped at Otley on May 20 and Ben Rhydding on June
14.
2214 CHAMOMILE SHARK Cucullia chamomillae
A new W N S record. A colourful unmistakable larvae of
this moth was recorded on July 10 at Otley WNR feeding on
Scentless Mayweed. There are few V C 64 records of this
species.
2236 PALE PINION Lithophane hepatica
A single was taken on September 29 at a new trapping site
at Grassington. This is an exciting new W N S record and is,
I understand, only the sixth record in V C 64 since 1894.
Chamomile Shark moth
Records were received from the following.
J Alred
G T Foggitt
D P Howson
A I Wilson
N Bowland
A M Gramshaw
P Riley T M Whitaker et al (May 10)
H Burrows
C Harrison N G Vernon
F C Draper
C Hartley
R Wilding

As always I would like to thank everybody for their records and observations and apologise for any
omissions.
Jeanette M Clapham
DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES
ORDER ODONATA
Sightings in species order as follows:
LARGE RED DAMSELFLY Pyrrhosoma nymphula
Recorded between 14 May and 5 July at Timble, Otley Wetlands (OWNR), Burley
Sun Lane, and Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits (BRGP). Mainly low numbers, maximum
being including mating pair’ at OWNR 31 May and ‘many breeding’ at Roseville
Burley 9 June.
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BLUE-TAILED DAMSELFLY Ischnura elegans.
Recorded between 15 May and 23 July at OWNR, Sun Lane and BRGP.
AZURE DAMSELFLY Coenagrion puella
Recorded 14 May to 18 July at OWNR, Sun Lane and BRGP. Maximum 100, including 30 ovipositing
pairs OWNR 31 May.
COMMON BLUE DAMSELFLY Enallagma cyathigerum
Recorded between 15 May to 30 August, Burley, Sun Lane and Middleton Hospital site. Maximum 100 at
OWNR on 18 July, and ‘many’ at Sun Lane during June and July.
EMERALD DAMSELFLY Lestes sponsa
Recorded 19 June to 6 September all at OWNR. Maximum 16 on 18 July.
BANDED DEMOISELLE Calopterix splendens
Recorded 14 June to 26 July at OWNR, Sun Lane and Middleton Hospital site. Maximum 8 at OWNR 19
June.
BROWN HAWKER Aeshna grandis
Recorded between 19 June and 23 September at OWNR, Sun Lane and BRGP. 44 reports of sightings,
maximum 35 at OWNR 16 August. Sun Lane maximum 4 on 19 July. BRGP used to be a stronghold of
this species but during July and August a few reports of one only.
COMMON HAWKER Aeshna juncea
Recorded between 18 July and 18 September at Stainburn Forest, OWNR, Burley, Sun Lane and
Middleton Hospital site.
SOUTHERN HAWKER Aeshna cyanea
Recorded between 6 july and 30 September at OWNR, Weston Moor, Burley, Sun Lane, BRGP, Ben
Rhydding and Trollers Ghyll. 31 reports of sightings, maximum count of 10 at OWNR 2 September. Sun
Lane maximum 4, one female in flight at 7am 8 August.
MIGRANT HAWKER Aeshna mixta
Recorded between 16 August and 23 September at Lindley Wood area, OWNR and Sun Lane. 14 reports
of sightings, maximum count of 20 at OWNR on 15 and 18 September.
COMMON DARTER Sympetrum striolatum
Recorded between 5 July and 7 October at OWNR, Burley, Sun Lane, Middleton Hospital site and top tarn
Ilkley Moor. 23 reports of sightings. Large numbers at OWNR e.g. 25 on 2 August, 100 on 2 September
and 50 on 23 September. Sun Lane maximum 15 on 1 September.
BLACK DARTER Sympetrum danae
Recorded between 2 and 23 September at OWNR and top tarn Ilkley Moor. Maximum 4 at top tarn Ilkley
Moor, only singles at OWNR. This species’ stronghold in our area has always been Low Dam below
Thruscross, but no reports from there, which can only mean that nobody visited and recorded there this
year.
RUDDY DARTER Sympetrum sanguineum
Recorded between 16 August and 18 September. 5 reports only, all at OWNR, maximum count 10 on 2
September.
BLACK-TAILED SKIMMER Orthetrum cancellatum
Recorded between 21 June and 18 July. 6 reports all OWNR, all of males, maximum 2.
GOLDEN-RINGED DRAGONFLY Cordulegaster boltonii
Recorded between 16 June and 2 September at Timble Ings area and Ilkley. Single in Ilkley garden 2
September, followed on 8 September by a mating pair. Three sightings Timble Ings area, all singles.
EMPEROR Anax imperator
Recorded between 8 June and 11 August at OWNR and Sun Lane. Maximum 2 at OWNR, one only at Sun
Lane.
FOUR SPOTTED CHASER Libellula quadrimaculata
Recorded between 15 May and 26 July at OWNR and Sun Lane. 16 reports of sightings, maximum 25 at
OWNR 21 June, and at Sun Lane 2 only on 8 June.
BROAD-BODIED CHASER Libellula depressa
Recorded between 19 June and 6 July at OWNR and Weston Moor, all singles, OWNR restricted to 19 to
22 June, followed by Weston Moor on 6 July only.
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Of particular interest in 2004 have been the following:
1. We have recorded Black-tailed Skimmer again, a new species for us in 2003.
2. The considerable number of reports of Brown Hawker, similar to 2003.
3. A few records of Broad-bodied Chaser which only recently became a species recorded in our area.
The following provided records: D Alred, J Dean, L G Dewdney, F C Draper, D Howson, K&P Limb, A and
P Riley, C Slator, J Ward.
David Alred
LADYBIRDS

7 SPOT LADYBIRD Coccinella 7-punctata.
Common in WNS area, sightings at Sun Lane ,OWNR, Burley & Otley Chevin.
CREAM SPOT LADYBIRD Calvia 14-gutata.
3 sightings at Burley & OWNR.
11 SPOT LADYBIRD Coccinella 11-punctata.
New Ladybird for WNS area seen OWNR.
2 SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 2-punctata.
Most common reported Ladybird this year,
6 records from OWNR ,Addingham, Burley & Sun Lane.
ADONIS LADYBIRD Adonia variegata.
1 Record from OWNR.
10SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 10-puctata.
2 records Otley Chevin & OWNR.
14SPOT LADYBIRD Propylea 14-punctata.
More records than usual from Otley Chevin, SunLane, Timble, Burley & OWNR.
22SPOT LADYBIRD Pyslobora 22-punctata.
5 records from Otley Chevin &1 from OWNR.
ORANGE LADYBIRD Halyzia 16-gutata.
New this year. 2 Records from Benrhidding & OWNR.
KIDNEY SPOT LADYBIRD Chilocorus 2-pustulatus.
1 At OWNR.
PINE LADYBIRD Exochomus 4-pustulatus.
18 Found on fence posts Farnley in Sept.
CONTRIBUTORS: N&A Bowland, D&H Burrow, JM Clapham, FC Draper, AM Gramshaw,
DP Howson, P&K Limb .A few more records this year, THANK YOU.
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Nevil Bowland

ORNITHOLOGY
Nature takes a long time to reveal her changing moods – a theme I
will return to later. We had an unusual year in 2003 with, as far as
birds are concerned, a poor spell of weather between mid-April and
the end of May and, of course, the long, hot dry summer. But what
changes have we seen as a result of this - and will any of them of
produce longer-term effects? The first effect was the great shortage
of natural food as we went into the 2003/4 winter.
Our winter
visitors arrived as usual but, when the food ran out, moved on.
Several of us noted how quiet were the skies in the first quarter of
the year. In early 2003 flocks of 100 or 200 winter thrushes were
common: this year we were lucky to see flocks of 10 or 20
(although there were large flocks in the spring, presumably moving
through). Last year, one of the winter treats was looking for
mandarin on the riverbanks near the Strid - this year none were
reported until late March. The fact that they appeared to go on to
have a successful breeding season would suggest species can often
be quite resilient to adverse conditions. More worrying was the
possible absence of ring ouzels from the edges of Rombalds Moor.
This
species has been declining in recent years: last year they
Merlin
appeared to have departed early after the bad spring, presumably
without breeding. This year prolonged searches of all the traditional
sites proved fruitless. The nearest I came was a conversation with a local dog-walker, who seemed to be an
enthusiastic and long-term recorder of summer visitors to Ilkley Moor, who said he had seen one near the
Swastika stone (although subsequent searches by some of us proved unsuccessful!).
Apart from the residual effects of last year, this year seems to have been unremarkable. We had the usual
mild winter with the odd cold snap with thin quantities of snow, which didn’t last long. This was a prelude
to an early start to migration, at least on the south coast. There was an unprecedented arrival of a
miscellaneous bunch of birds in mid-February including 40 house martins, 4 swallows, yellow wagtail and 2
wheatears (not to mention 2 painted ladies!) Birds usually hang around in southern France until the weather
warms up, but these were caught in a warm air stream. After that it was a typical migration season: dates for
arrivals and departures of spring and winter visitors are given in Annex A. BTO suggested that there had
been improved numbers of yellow wagtails and tree pipits, that chiffchaffs and blackcaps were maintaining
their recent strength, but that cuckoos were again woefully few in some areas. Again we’ll look at out own
experiences on these later.
It was a more typical breeding season than last year with the usual ‘ups’ and ‘downs’ and, fortunately,
without the late frosts of 2003. The following table summarises the regional weather (from the Met Office)
for the main breeding months compared with the long-term average
April
May
June
July

Temperature
(°
C)
+1.9 93
+1.3 107
+1.5 107
-0.1 87

Sunshine
(Average = 100%)

Rainfall
(Average = 100%)
166
75
85
108

A rather wet April may have affected the breeding of some species: early nesting tawny owls appeared to
have had another bad season. There was quite a lot of good news about. Many common species seemed to
have done quite well and the situation at Otley Wetlands was encouraging. Apart from the usual young
lapwings and common terns, there were at least 2 clutches of great crested grebe and, with the reductions in
mink numbers, it was a delight to see a couple of flotillas of young tufted duck on the Fishing Lake. The
thriving population of sedge warblers again produced some young but the Otley highlights were a first
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confirmed breeding record by a pair of reed warblers and a sighting of a common whitethroat (now a rare
bird in the area) feeding a youngster. Elsewhere, the nightjars raised 2 young, after the first eggs had been
predated, and sand martins had a much better year with 'excellent' numbers at Pool. Also, the possibility of
locally-breeding siskin was confirmed with 2 records of young coming to garden feeders. But there were
some worrying losers this year. Indicative of the vagaries of nature, was the situation for merlins. Nesting
on the Bolton Abbey Estate was adversely affected last year by the poor spring, whilst merlins on the moors
around Ilkley were unaffected and did quite well. This year the situation was very much reversed with very
poor local breeding records. Most worrying of all is that it was another disastrous year for both species of
flycatchers, which are now getting increasingly scarce. There is much talk now of the new ‘science’ of
Phenology, i.e. the effects of climate change on our seasons. The peak period for insects is getting
significantly earlier but flycatcher arrivals haven’t changed much. Is it possible that they're suffering from
shortages of food supply during the breeding period - or is that just an unjustified scare story?
Summer was a washout (literally) with rainfall in August more than twice as much as usual. My birding
memory of the month is taking visitors to see the swollen river in mid-month. At the Ilkley stepping stones a
group of mallards had taken refuge on the bank from the raging waters and they sat there undisturbed, but no
doubt a little bemused, as a group of canoeists, elegantly dressed in their little tutu's (which when linked up
to their boats became waterproof covers) stepped over them to launch themselves into the terrifying waters.
Continuing high water levels at the usual migration stopover spots as well as rather settled meteorological
conditions the following month produced a decidedly quiet and unexciting year for passage migrants.
(Indicative of this was that there were no sightings of green sandpiper this year, the first time they had not
been recorded on passage since 1992). On the positive side the level of natural food appears particularly
good this autumn with trees and shrubs loaded with berries and large quantities of beech mast. As the year
ends we're seeing the benefits of this with good numbers of winter thrushes, although there doesn’t appear to
be a lot of siskin, redpolls nor brambling around. The star of the autumn has undoubtedly been the waxwing,
with extremely large numbers arriving from mid-October and 'vacuuming-up' the masses of berries.
Opinions vary as to whether this has been the best ever year, or the best since the early 1990's.
One group of birds worth picking out again for special mention are birds of prey - with another 8-raptor day
on 23rd March at the Barden viewpoint. I’ll start with the red kite. Last year I reported that, at last, we were
starting to see numbers of birds coming into our area and this trend has continued. The release programme at
Harewood ended last year, but the breeding successes there continued with 24 breeding pairs nesting, of
which 19 were successful and raised 44 youngsters. Half of these were raised on the Estate but the others
were outside. The highlight from this last group was the first successful raising of 2 young somewhere in the
Dales (at an undisclosed location). In our own area, sighting in the Washburn were higher than ever before,
whilst watchers at the Barden viewpoint reported up to 7 different birds seen there in the spring. The spread
of buzzard also continues with several successful nests in mid-Wharfedale and more sightings in the
Washburn than ever before. Harriers had a mixed year. It was a poor year for passage marsh harriers but
there were extremely good numbers of hen harriers roosting in the WNS area at the start of the year possibly up to 7 including 2 males - and they stayed around until the end of March before suddenly
disappearing. Goshawks continue to struggle in the area with sightings at only 2 locations. By comparison
sparrowhawks continue to do well - with one pair successfully raising young at Otley Wetlands. Several
young peregrines were reported in the area, although sightings of hobby were again very limited and there
were no records of breeding. The most unusual falcon 'record' of the year was of an escaped Saker falcon,
which was present for some considerable time in the summer in the grounds of St Luke's Hospital, Bradford.
The staff called in the local RSPCA and they, with three NHS staff, all wearing heavy gloves, tried to catch it
and stuff into a large cardboard box. They had brought no bait and seemed reluctant to tempt the bird with
their sandwiches. Instead, the Saker flew away over their heads chasing a terrified blackbird and was last
seen passing the Barden viewpoint on 14thAugust!
Overall, in the local area, a total of 163 species were seen (plus 4 possible escapees and 2 exotics), a rather
better year than last year whose total was 152 (plus 1 exotic). The only new species added to the WNS list
this year was a white stork. This has been recorded in 6 years since 1997 - but always with an element of
doubt about the birds' origins, since there are free-flying birds at the Harewood Bird garden. There have
th
been several sightings this year but one of them was of 3 birds over Lindley Wood on 26
May, and the

54

Harewood curator subsequently told me that there was no chance of there being more than 2 of his birds freeflying at any one time. The other major highlight of the year was the first sighting (November) of a barn owl
since 1996 and only the second sighting since the last breeding record in 1988. There was also an arctic skua
in August (this was very unusual - with no sightings since 1982, after a period when they were seen in
several years in the late 1970's). Rare visitors in September included a brief visit from a red-throated diver
as well as a rock pipit (the first of each since 1996). The year finished on a high with up to 2 hawfinch
present at Timble. A ring-necked parakeet was recorded in May for only the second time (the first since
1972), although it must be assumed this was an escapee. Rare bird sightings in the BOG area to the south
included a red-backed shrike (May), a night heron (June), and a honey buzzard (July). There were some
serious disappointments this year because of the lack of sightings of some of our rarer local birds. There was
only 1 sighting of twite, 2 sightings of snow buntings, and both marsh and willow tits and 3 records of lesserspotted woodpeckers. Incidentally, the marsh tit was the only species seen only in upper Wharfedale and not
south of Barden Bridge.
For those who like statistics, I have included a brief analysis of the records in Annex B. In brief, the society
(and this recorder) had another busy year with 7247 sighting records (an increase of 11% on the year). The
species reported are summarised below:
Species recorded
162
132
113
97
104
58
58
57
163

South of Barden Bridge
Washburn
Otley Wetland
Bolton Abbey Estate
North of Barden Bridge
Grimwith Reservoir
Grassington area
Littondale
TOTAL

I won’t discuss the above numbers now but I plan to explore the differences between south and north in more
detail over the next 3 or 4 years and would appreciate members’ help. I would like to select one site each
year and encourage members to perhaps make the odd extra trip there and, when they go, to be a little more
comprehensive in their recording. I would like to start with Grimwith Reservoir, which is sufficiently
watched by 3 or 4 of us to establish that some interesting birds drop in - but undoubtedly many are missed.
…….which brings me to my new project. I devoted some of my summer walks to exploring the delights of
Swaledale. For once bird watching was secondary, but I was struck by the richness of bird-life there - the
number of spotted flycatchers along the Swale, the profusion of meadow pipits on the moors, not to mention
a lone black grouse flushed on the long haul up to Tan Hill. Must Wharfedale have been like this in the early
days of the Society, I wondered? Why has Wharfedale changed and what have been the most significant
influences? Is the apparently richer bird life in Swaledale due to the less intensive farming methods or to
less pressure from tourism?
An example of the effects of farming is the dramatic reductions in twite
numbers in Wharfedale due to more intensive farming on the moor margins. We have very limited sighting
records from the past, but can we draw any meaningful conclusions from those records? Which birds have
we lost? For example, hawfinch were regular in the early days of WNS but has only been recorded twice in
the last decade, corn buntings were last seen in 1983, whilst the corncrake was last heard in 1972 (although a
dead juvenile was found in 1977). But let's not forget the birds that are commoner now: the collared dove
was first recorded in 1959 and the goosander, which has been present for a long time, first bred in the area in
1976. It would be helpful to know how, when and where did WNS members watch birds in the early days?
Why, for instance, were black grouse not recorded in the area until 1970; and why have they not been seen
since 1990? And why were there so few records of passage migrants in the early days? Overlying all these
factors has been the changing global climate, the sum total of whose effects are difficult to contemplate.
This has resulted in changing ranges for many species, but also perhaps a changing balance of advantage
between resident and migrating species. Many migrant species are being affected by the deteriorating
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environment in the Sahel, south of the Sahara. Residents are having an easier time in the warmer winters,
whilst summer visitors appear to be staying on into the winter. On this latter point, the truth is probably that
many of these birds are visitors from the Continent. Wintering blackcap have been recorded since 1959 and
the rarer winter chiffchaff since 1974. I recognise that trying to make any sense of all this may be stupidly
ambitious, but perhaps I can at least throw some light on the darkness. However, I have started my
researches in a small way with short notes produced for the WNS's evening meetings, so far on mandarin
ducks, goosander, red kites, peregrine falcon, dotterel, cuckoos, ring-necked parakeets and twite. Also, on
two related climate-change topics - the arrival date of spring migrants and wintering blackcaps and
chiffchaffs. I would be grateful to talk to anyone with an informed view on the above topics – and, in
particular, any WNS members who feel they might be able to illuminate the birding environment and bird
watching habits in the past.
This has been the second year of the computerisation of the Society's birding records and the important
question arises as to what extent we can exploit the digitised records to draw quantitative rather than
qualitative conclusions on the state of our local bird population? It is likely to be some time before we can
do this with any great assurance. Annex B, already mentioned, has a brief look at the data and discusses
some of the difficult issues. Meanwhile, I repeat the following points I made last year, i.e.

I have kept the summary in recent reports on the status and trends for each species – in the coming
year I would again welcome regular birders’ views about local species’ populations and trends.

I continue to feel that inclusion of maximum flock sizes recorded for each is quite a powerful
indicator of bird populations (for appropriate species).

I have again recorded the number of sightings for each species and the number of sites where that
species was seen.
Again, I have recognised that there are a number of common birds that are obviously massively unrecorded
and I have marked these with a (C) and have not calculated the above parameters for these.
Finally, many thanks to all contributors to this report and especially those who submitted their sightings in
the order given in the report - it really is a very great help at this end. You can also greatly assist me by
submitting your reports in batches throughout the year - quarterly or half-yearly if you generate a lot. Please
include examples of breeding and unusual behaviour, which can help me to make the report a more
interesting read. In any case, please try to avoid submitting large amounts all at the end of the year. The
schedule for the production of the Annual Report is very tight - it normally has to reach the Editors by the
end of January. Thus, I must start work by the first few days of the New Year. If you can get sightings to
th
me not later than the end of the first week in January, i.e. by Saturday, 7
January 2006, that would be
enormously helpful. Last but not least a special thanks to the Bradford Ornithological Group for allowing
me to use their sightings, which have been invaluable, particularly for some of the scarcer species. If you’re
interested in ‘what’s about’ do visit their ‘sightings’ section on their website (www.bradfordbirders.co.uk) –
it’s a mine of information and always up-to-date.
CLASSIFIED LIST
In the Classified List I have used the usual abbreviation of GP for Gravel Pit. ‘Burley’ is Burley-inWharfedale, and when referring to Lindley, Swinsty, Fewston, Thruscross, Chelker and Grimwith, I mean
the reservoirs or their vicinity at these locations. Similarly, Otley refers to Otley Wetland Nature Reserve
(formerly Otley Gravel Pits) unless otherwise specified. Mid Wharfedale is taken as the area downstream
from Bolton Bridge and above Pool Bridge. Upper Wharfedale starts above Bolton Bridge, whilst Lower
Wharfedale is below Pool Bridge. In the Washburn Valley the dam at the southern end of Fewston is taken
as the boundary between upper and lower Washburn.
RED-THROATED DIVER (Gavia stellata)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
th
A single bird in partial summer plumage was at the dam end of Fewston during the afternoon of 29
September: it had gone by the following morning. This was the first sighting in the area since 1996
(AP&GF).
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LITTLE GREBE (Tachybaptus ruficollis)
077 Sightings/10 Sites
Uncommon breeding/local migrant: population stable.
Sightings were received for most months. Birds tended to winter at Knotford Nook and Otley, being
recorded through until March and then again from August: peak counts were 9 at Knotford in October and
December, and 2 at Otley in January. Records were received from a number of sites in mid-Wharfedale
and the Washburn during the summer, generally on enclosed water rather than the river, although 1 was
seen at Manor Park, 1 at Bolton Bridge and there were 3 surprisingly far north above Barden Bridge. Two
young were reported from Farnley Lake (where the birds also winter) and there were 3 young at Newall
with Clifton: breeding was also suspected at Low Dam Reservoir (BB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF,
GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, HS, JTo, J&SW).
GREAT CRESTED GREBE (Podiceps cristatus)
131 Sightings/07 Sites
Common breeding resident/local migrant: population stable.
Reported for much of the year from various sites in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, although its
strongholds remain Knotford Nook and Otley where peak counts were 6 (in January and December) and 7
(in March) respectively. There were no records from Knotford during the summer (between June and
August) but breeding was reported from Otley with a pair with 2 young and 1 juvenile there on 6 th August
(and 3 eggs reported to have been pecked, probably by coots on 30 th June). There were several reports of
up to 4 birds on the Washburn reservoirs and of displaying, and the usual report of a nest at Lindley Wood
but no records of successful breeding. This may be because of disturbance and/or fluctuating water levels,
both of which appear to be a real problem for this species in the Washburn (A&DB, BB, BOG, OB, PJC,
CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, GSH, N&PH, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo, WNSB).
BLACK-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps nigricollis)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
A single bird was at Knotford Nook on 25thApril: this species was last seen in 2000 (BOG).
CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo)
124 Sightings/11 Sites
Common passage/long-staying visitor: population numbers have markedly increased in recent years but
this may have levelled off.
Now a common bird in Wharfedale eastwards from Otley (there were only two records from Chelker this
year), and in the Washburn. However, there were a good number of records of birds passing the Barden
Viewpoint during the year (mostly in the autumn and usually of single birds, although 3 were seen on 4 th
December). The only records in Upper Wharfedale were sightings of 2 birds at Grimwith on 4th April and
17th August. The largest winter roost size was Lindley reaching 39 on 12th February: later, there were 40
on 2 nd August but subsequent numbers were quite low. Numbers were quite small at the other Washburn
reservoirs. Other large roosts were 16 at Otley on 28 th February and 17 on 18 th November. Numbers at
Knotford Nook are much smaller (peaking at 5 on 11 th March). Although there is still no evidence of
breeding, birds in breeding plumage were seen at Lindley Wood on 16 th March. Presence is now noted
throughout much of the year at the main roosting sites (although they were not recorded at Otley between
April and mid June or at Lindley between mid-May and early August). It would therefore seem to be only
a matter of time before breeding occurs (N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, JF, K&PL, DLR,
JTo, J&SW, WNSB).
GREY HERON (Ardea cinerea)
094 Sightings/25 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/increasing.
Continues to prosper both nationally and in our area, no doubt partly due to the absence of severe winters.
The species is widely reported throughout the year, usually of single birds or small groups outside the main
heronries, although groups of up to 16 were seen at Lindley Wood. Only 6 records were submitted from
above Barden Bridge (between March and July with one in December) - 1 from Grimwith and the rest
along the Wharfe from Kettlewell up into Langstrothdale. It was a reasonably good breeding year,
although productivity was slightly down on last year. There were 42 nests at Askwith producing 95
young; a site in the lower part of the Washburn produced 40 young from 15 or 16 nests, but another only
had 5 nests, which produced 16 (PRo); there was also a small heronry north of Barden bridge from which a
number of young were heard calling (A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, JF, K&AH,
D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM, JP, AP&GF, PRo, J&PSc, B&PS, WNSB).
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WHITE STORK (Ciconia ciconia)
007 Sightings/06 Sites
Rare passage migrant/local escapee
There have been sightings of this species in 6 of the years since it was first recorded in 1997. Although we
are seeing a growing influx of birds from the Continent (culminating in a near attempt of nesting near
Wakefield this year - the first since a pair nested on Edinburgh's St Giles Cathedral in 1416), there has
always been doubts of sightings in our area because of free-flying birds from Harewood. The good
number of sightings this year were all recorded between late March and late May. Two were of single
birds in the Otley area between 15 th and 24th April when there were 2 or 3 birds in Yorkshire, which it was
believed came from the Continent. However, a sighting of 3 birds at Lindley Wood on 26 th May, which
flew low over the observer, must have contained a wild bird since Harewood have confirmed there were
only 2 free-flying birds based at Harewood at that time (R&JA, BOG, JDe, JH, PRo, J&SW)!
MUTE SWAN (Cygnus olor)
113 Sightings/06 Sites
Common local breeding resident: population stable.
Only reported eastwards from Otley and in the Washburn (although once at Chelker on 2 nd October), with
their strongholds at Otley (both at the Wetlands and the weir at the centre of town) and Knotford Nook.
Peak numbers at Otley were 20 at the Wetlands and 15 at the weir: numbers at Knotford were much lower
(and much lower than last year) with only 3 pairs recorded. There were 2 - 3 broods successfully raised at
Otley and 3 young were recorded at Knotford: 2 young were raised at Farnley, although were not seen
there later in the season (A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, LGD, JF, K&PL, O&DM, PD&JBP, PRo).
BEWICK'S SWAN (Cygnus columbianus)
001 Sightings/ 01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
There were 2 birds at Otley on 1stJanuary. This species was seen most years during the 1960's and through
until the mid-1980's but has only been recorded once (in 1998) since 1990 (BOG).
WHOOPER SWAN (Cygnus cygnus)
022 Sightings/08 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
An immature bird chose to spend much of the year at the northern end of Fewston, straying occasionally as
far as Swinsty, and being recorded until late September. Otherwise there were records of passage birds in
the spring and autumn (although rather fewer than last year). A group of up to 9 was recorded in the
st
Bolton Abbey/Chelker area on 30th/31 March.
In the autumn there were at least 9 at Otley on the morning
nd
of 2 November including 1 immature, although they had gone by the following morning. They were
reported as excited, and repeatedly engaged in trumpeting behaviour - rising up out of the water with feet
still paddling, necks outstretched and wings flapping in a tight group - honking loudly. There were also 3
at Grimwith on 24 th October, 2 in Bolton Abbey/Chelker area on 14 th November and 3 very vocal birds at
Thruscross on 26thDecember (MHA, BB, BOG, H&JF, JF, HJ&BS, PBR, JTo).
PINK FOOTED GOOSE (Anser brachyrhynchus)
066 Sightings/13 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/visitor.
There were a number of sightings of flying skeins between January and March, the largest being 2 x 500
birds which flew over Sun Lane on 12 th February around mid-day heading west (with almost as many
overflying there on the previous day): there were several records of between 10 and 100 birds. After last
year's single bird at Lindley Wood there were up to 5 present in the area in the first half of the year. These
appeared to commute between Lindley Wood and Otley. In the autumn, small skeins of 10 - 30 were
recorded during September and December; the only large groups were of 150 flying SW over Burley on 9 th
December at 1100 and 100 over Lindley Wood on the 30 th (BB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF,
O&DM, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, JTo, WNSB).
GREYLAG GOOSE (Anser anser)
103 Sightings/23 Sites
Common resident breeder/visitor: recent significant population increase.
The local, presumably feral, population continues to prosper, and various-sized groups were reported
throughout mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, although the only reports from upper Wharfedale were
th
from their stronghold at Grimwith (the maximum count being 235 on 27
June - including juveniles).
Flocks, typically ~60 were seen at the Washburn Reservoirs (usually from Swinsty upwards), although
there was a peak count of 282 at Fewston on 24thJanuary. At Knotford Nook numbers peaked at 128 on 4th
March. Otley appeared less favoured than Knotford with numbers usually in single figures, but peaking at
25 on 13 th September. The largest flocks, of 400, were observed in stubble fields east of Otley in midSeptember. Breeding was reported from numerous sites, including on the moors (Denton and around
Round Hill), with many goslings being seen from mid-April onwards. The post-breeding moult generally
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appears to take place outside our recording area and this usually means a dearth of records together with
smaller totals in the late summer/early autumn with large number starting to re-appear in late September
(MVB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, JF, HJ&BS, N&PH, PD&JBP, JP, DLR, PRo, HJ&BS,
JTo, J&SW, WNSB).
SNOW GOOSE (Anser caerulescens)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare vagrant/local escapee or rare feral breeder
th
There were 4 birds on stubble fields by the side of the Wharfe to the east of Otley on 17
September.
There were no wild snow geese in the country at that time and their presence amongst feral greylag would
strongly suggest these were feral (JDe).
CANADA GOOSE (Branta canadensis)
099 Sightings/17 Sites
Common breeding resident/visitor: significant population increase in recent decades and recent
suggestions that numbers were levelling off probably premature.
Now occurs commonly at Grimwith and downstream, with breeding at a wide variety of sites including the
surrounding moors. Observed virtually throughout the year with strongholds at Otley and in the
Washburn. The maximum at Otley was 200 on 8 th March and 270 on 13 th July, whilst in the Washburn
there was a maximum of 539 at Fewston on 24 th January, 100 at Thruscross on 23 rd February and 98 at
Thruscross on 16 th November. The highest count at Knotford Nook was 57 on 15 th April. Breeding
occurred at all these sites as well as on the surrounding moors and produced many young, so that this nonnative species may well become a problem if the current increase continues (MVB, A&DB, N&AB, BOG,
OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, JF, GSH, K&PL, JP, DLR, PRo, JTo, GT).
BARNACLE GOOSE (Branta leucopsis)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant/probable escape.
There was one bird in stubble fields amongst large flocks of greylag and Canada geese by the Wharfe east
of Otley on 14 th September. There are sightings of this species in most years but most must be considered
escapees or feral birds, although there have been a few sightings over the years of what were probably
migrant birds. This sighting was almost certainly of an escapee: large numbers of wild barnacles were
coming into the North East in September but did not start to arrive until the 20th(JDe)
SHELDUCK (Tadorna tadorna)
043 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/visitor: may breed some years.
There was at least one bird present at Otley throughout the early months (with occasionally 2 and, once, 3).
This was joined by a second bird in late March and they stayed at Otley, or nearby on the river, until early
May. A juvenile was present on the Washburn Reservoirs in the latter part of August. The only other
th
record was of a pair on the river at Burley on 20
August (BB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF,
PD&JBP, PBR, DLR).
MANDARIN DUCK (Aix galericulata)
037 Sightings/10 Sites
Scarce visitor/escaped species but local breeding population now established.
This species has become well established in the Strid Wood area in the last few years and is now breeding
there - their origin is still somewhat uncertain. It proved an interesting year for 'mandarin' watchers. There
was no expected gathering of the clan along the banks of Strid Wood at the years' start, presumably
because of the lack of beech mast. The first sighting of this species was of a pair in the Valley of
Desolation at the end of March, after which there were spasmodic sightings of 1's and 2's. However,
sightings during the season suggested it had been a reasonable breeding season. A female with 13 chicks
was seen in Strid Woods on 2 nd June and there was an unusual record of 3 family groups (females with 4, 2
and 4 medium- or large-sized juveniles) above Barden Bridge on 16 th July. The species disperse in the
early spring in the immediate locality to breed, although details remain unclear. However, the occasional
sightings north of Barden Bridge and in small tributaries there suggest some, at least, may move
northwards out of Strid Woods to breed. There was also a record of a male at Hebden suspension bridge
on 27 th December, the furthest north one has been recorded. The first appearance of the winter clanth
gathering above Drebley stepping stones, when 14 males and 14 females were seen on 5 November,
may
support this hypothesis. This first sighting was the start of what has proved to be a bumper season with
numbers building up in the traditional sites along the river between the Cavendish Pavilion and the Strid
from the middle of that month. There were 12 on the 14 th with numbers reaching a maximum of 20 males
and 17 females on Boxing Day (a number exceeded at the start of 2005 with 45 - 20 males and 25 females
- on 3 rd January) (MVB, BOG, CJC, JF, K&AH, GSH, D&ML, PD&JBP, JP, AP&GF, PBR, JTo, GT,
J&SW).
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WIGEON (Anas penelope)
122 Sightings/11 Sites
Scarce breeding (probably only one site) resident/passage migrant: population stable/increasing.
Most sightings were for the period up to early May and from mid September onwards from Knotford
Nook, Otley, Farnley, the Washburn reservoirs and Grimwith. Peak early-year numbers were ~20 at Otley
and Knotford, 25 at Fewston and 98 at Grimwith. A female with 4 young was seen at the usual breeding
site on 28 th May. In the autumn, peak reported counts were 100+ at Grimwith on 14 th December, 84 at
Knotford (on 2 nd December - a good number for the area although less than last year's maximum of 115)
and 50 at Farnley on 16 th October. There were regular sightings from Otley, but usually of only a 1's and
2's, although there were 20 there on 3 rd November (MVB, BB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF,
D&ML, K&PL, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo, J&SW).
GADWALL (Anas strepera)
036 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor.
Wintering birds were present at Knotford Nook with up to 7 birds reported (4 male and 3 females) on 10 th
th
January and they remained until the 17 . th There were 6 birds present at Farnley on the 24 , occasional
sightings at Otley of 1 or 2 birds from the end of January until the end of March, and then a bird on
Lindley Wood in early April. In the autumn a pair of birds at Otley on 30 th August didn't stay long but
moved up to Knotford on the same day where numbers had built up to 4 pairs by the end of the year.
There was also a pair on Lindley Wood on 16th October (BB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JF, K&PL, PBR).
TEAL (Anas crecca)
076 Sightings/09 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: probably in shallow decline.
Regularly present at a number of sites in the Washburn and Wharfedale valleys and breeding certainly
occurs in the area, although the only evidence was a recently predated egg at Lanshaw Dam, Burley on 30 th
April. Numbers are usually small, although in the Washburn, which is their stronghold, there were 30+ at
Farnley Lake from September to the end of the year. Peak numbers on Lindley of 23 in October were
much less than last year (135). Numbers are much smaller in the open waters along the Wharfe; the
maximum number at Otley was 26 on 28 th October, which was unusually high (8 at the beginning of the
year was typical of a good number for that site). There was also a single record of 15+ at Grimwith on 31st
October (BB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, PD&JBP, AP&GF, DLR, PRo, JTo, J&SW).
MALLARD (Anas platyrhynchos) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable.
High numbers were reported throughout the area, on both the Wharfe and any open stretches of water,
particularly in the winter months. There were 100+ on the Wharfe at Otley at the start of the year and 155
in the stretch between Linton Falls and Grass Wood at the end of November. This latter tally comprised 99
males and 56 females, a good example that females suffer greater predation during the breeding season,
despite their better camouflage! The largest counts were at Grimwith with between 200 and 400 present in
mid August, whilst a large count of 216 on 9 th March led to some speculation that some of these might be
released birds. There were numerous reports of breeding throughout the area with the earliest being at
Addingham on 23 rd March (a later brood, also in Addingham, had been reduced from 3 to 1 3 days later
confirming the perilous existence these young are exposed to) (MVB, A&DB, D&LB, BB, N&AB, BOG,
PJC, CJC, LGD, H&JF, JF, K&AH, K&PL, HJ&BS, PKS, PD&JBP, PRo, JTo, WNSB).
NORTHERN PINTAIL (Anas acuta)
007 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor.
A pair was seen on Swinsty on 16 th February (with a single bird there on the 26 th) and there was a male on
Kex Ghyll on 14 th March. In the autumn a pair of females passed through on 5th September, being seen at
Lindley Wood in the morning and at Otley at mid-day. Single birds were recorded at Lindley Wood on the
5th October and at Knotford on the 28th(BOG, JF).
GARGANEY (Anas querquedula)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
2 males were seen on passage at Knotford Nook on 27 thMarch. This is a rare visitor but has been recorded
rather more frequently in recent years (in 6 of the last 10 years but only 6 times prior to that) (BOG).
SHOVELER (Anas clypeata)
010 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
Otley was the main site for this species this year, which started with a pair and a first winter male there on
2nd February, and 6 passage birds on 17 th April. In the autumn passage, there were 3 birds at Knotford
Nook on 30 th August, whilst 8 birds were seen at Otley on 13 th October (with some staying on and 1 being
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present until the end of the month). Finally, single birds were seen at Knotford Nook on 6thDecember and
at Otley on the 26th(BB,BOG, PJC).
POCHARD (Aythya ferina)
140 Sightings/07 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
This species remains relatively uncommon throughout our
area, with sightings restricted to the colder months and to
spring; unlike last year, there were no records of birds at
during the summer. The majority of sightings were from
Knotford Nook and Otley with a high spring count of 36 at
Otley in early March. Numbers built up slowly at those sites
from mid-July, peaking at 36 at Otley in October and 18 at
Knotford in December. There were also sightings from the
Washburn reservoirs, particularly Fewston, where numbers
were generally small - apart from 18 recorded at the northern end of Fewston at the end of the year (BB,
BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, H&JF, JF, GSH, O&DM, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo).
TUFTED DUCK (Aythya fuligula)
119 Sightings/10 Sites
Common passage/winter visitor/local breeder: population probably stable.
The species is widespread on reservoirs in mid Wharfedale and lower Washburn at most times of the year
and breeds at selected sites. The most frequent reports were from Knotford Nook and Otley, with numbers
typically up to 25 - 30 in the early part of the year and slightly more in the last half of the year. There were
also regular reports from Fewston (peak 36 in October), as well as reports from Lindley Wood of 4 in
March and July, and from Grimwith of 2 in January and 4 in May. There were 18 at Chelker in January as
well as the highest local count of the year, 100+, in early August. After failed breeding attempts at Otley
last year because of predation, probably by mink, it was encouraging that 2 or 3 broods were successfully
raised this year. Nests with 8 and 4 eggs were found on the islands there on 5th June and families of 3 and
6 young seen there on 5 th July, as well as a family of 5 young on 6 th August (A&DB, BB, N&AB, BOG,
OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, AP&GF, DLR, PRo, JTo).
GREATER SCAUP (Aythya marila)
043 Sightings/03Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
A much-observed female was present at Otley until the 18 th April, usually on the Boating Lake. In the
autumn, 3 birds were seen on Swinsty on 10 th November and there was a single bird at Knotford Nook on
6th and 7thDecember (BB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF, PBR, DLR, JTo).
COMMON (or BLACK) SCOTER (Melanitta nigra)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
There was a male on Swinsty on 25thMay (BOG).
GOLDENEYE (Bucephala clangula)
117 Sightings/08 Sites
Regular passage/winter visitor.
Present at a few sites in the mid-Wharfedale and Washburn with the odd bird still being seen until late
April. Regularly observed at Knotford Nook and Otley, and occasionally at Lindley Wood, Farnley Lake
and Chelker. Numbers at the main sites were typically between 10 and 20, peaking at both sites in early
March, with numbers in the low 20's, and falling off rapidly after mid-April. Numbers started building up
in the autumn from mid-October at Otley and a month later at Knotford, peaking at 19 at Otley in early
November. Numbers at Knotford were generally lower apart from an unusually large sighting of 22 in late
December. There were no sightings this year from Upper Wharfedale (BB, N&AB, BOG, DB, OB, PJC,
CJC, LGD, JF, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo).
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (Mergus serrator)
Scarce visitor.
There were no sightings this year.
GOOSANDER (Mergus merganser)
129 Sightings/26 Sites
Scarce breeding resident and common winter visitor. Population significantly increased in recent decades
but an apparent downturn in the last two years or so may be due to culling by fishing interests.
This is widespread throughout our area as a wintering and breeding species. As usual the highest winter
number reported was 25 at Lindley Wood on 12 th February (c.f. 20 on 20 th February last year) and, later in
the year, 12 on 5 th December, somewhat down on peak numbers typical 3 or 4 years ago. Sightings were
reported throughout the length of the Wharfe between Pool and Buckden, and also from Knotford Nook,
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Otley, Swinsty, Farnley Lake and Grimwith. There were no reports from Littondale, although a farmer
said that a bird had visited Halton Gill briefly but not stayed. There were numerous reports of adults with
young all along the river, with breeding confirmed as far up as north of Kettlewell: the record count was a
female with between 20 and 22 at Burley on 26 th May. A female on 14 eggs was reported at Weston with
12 eggs having hatched by 19 th May, whilst another bred in a hole in the bank near Pool Mill. There was
an early record of 2 returning males (from the Norwegian fjords) in full breeding plumage on Grimwith on
31st October (MHA, MVB, A&DB, BB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, JF, JH, K&AH, GSH,
D&RH, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, DLR, PRo, JTo, GT, J&SW, PW, WNSB).
RUDDY DUCK (Oxyura jamaicensis)
010 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/local breeder: population suffering from a (controversial) national culling policy
to prevent this non-native species from North America hybridising with other European species,
particularly the rare Spanish white-headed duck.
Sightings were down again as a result of the cull.
There was a male at Knotford Nook on 5 th May, a
st
female at Otley on 1 September, and a pair present there for 2 weeks at the end of October (BOG, PJC,
CJC, JF, DLR, PRo).
OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)
007 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
It was a disappointing year; there with no passage birds in the autumn and, overall, sightings were down.
All the records were of single birds between late March and early June, and all were of birds passing
through the Barden area (last year there were also a number of sightings in the Washburn and at Otley).
None of the birds lingered in the area and there were no records of them fishing (BOG, PJC, AP&GF).
RED KITE (Milvus milvus)
115 Sightings/24 Sites
Re-introduced species (Harewood 1999 - 2003) now established and breeding
This species continues to flourish at Harewood, whilst the next phase of the UK release programme started
at Gateshead where the first 20 birds were released (one of which recently turned up in Wales). There was
a very successful breeding season at Harewood with 24 breeding pairs laying eggs, of which 19 were
successful. 44 young were raised, 22 on the Harewood Estate and 22 outside. In the past birds of this
species have shown a clear inclination to roam and nest to the east because of the nature of the countryside
in that direction. This year, for the first time a pair successfully raised 2 young at an undisclosed site in the
Yorkshire Dales. The number of sightings in Wharfedale continues to grow dramatically and widespread
reports were received from mid- and lower-Wharfedale. Birds were seen in every month, although there
was only 1 sighting in January. At Barden viewpoint there were sightings of up to 7 different birds during
the spring, mostly tagged, whilst a regular birder in Washburn reported that there were more around than
ever before. There were 3 reports of 5 birds in the district; from Huby on 3 rd January, from Barden on 6 th
April and from Lindley Wood on 3 rd October (BB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, LGD, JF, GSH, K&PL, MS,
PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, JTo, GT).
MARSH HARRIER (Circus aeruginosus)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
After the 19 sightings last year between March and early September, this was a disappointing year with no
autumn passage birds recorded. The only sightings were of single females seen on Pock Store's Moor on
9th April and at Barden on 20thMay (BOG, PBR).
HEN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus)
040 Sightings/08 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
This species is red-listed because of the historic population decline in the UK between 1800 and 1995. Its
status in England remains perilous and it is subject to serious levels of persecution. There are now 2 core
sites in the UK, Geltsdale RSPB on the Cumbrian/Northumberland boundary and Bowland (although there
were also records of birds breeding in the Yorkshire Dales in 2002 and 2003). Bowland is currently
enjoying a significant level of breeding success, which may explain why we had a good year for sightings
and why we are enjoying numbers of birds coming into roost in our area in the winter months. There may
have been up to 7 birds present at the start of the year, possibly the best total for some years: they
disappeared abruptly early in March. There have been a number of sightings in the autumn since late
September of at least 2 and possibly up to 5 birds. There were 2 sightings of passage birds in April and 2
of birds during the summer between June and August (BOG, PJC, CJC, JF, K&PL, AP&GF, PRo, JTo).
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BUZZARD (Buteo buteo)
228 Sightings/50 Sites
Scarce breeder/passage migrant/visitor: population has increased recently.
This species was, once again, easily the most reported species in the area reflecting the fact that it has
spread back into mid-Wharfedale and is becoming increasingly well established there after a long decline.
It is becoming a welcome and increasingly common sight (with one reported over Otley town centre at
mid-day at the end of February). A regular Washburn birder reported that there were more there than ever
before, especially along the edges of Denton Moor. As usual, the well-watched Barden Viewpoint
produced most sightings covering every month of the year, with sightings of 10 birds common, and with a
st
maximum of 14+ (including one juvenile) on 21
August. However, large numbers were recorded
th
elsewhere with 6 at Kex Ghyll on 27 March and at Thruscross on 6 th April, and a similar number between
Arncliffe and Litton (with an estimate of 6 pairs in Littondale). There were a number of records of
st
displaying birds around the area between 21 March
and 8 th April. There was also plenty of evidence of
successful breeding with 7 juveniles rung at 3 nests along the northern slopes of the mid-Wharfedale valley
(and the nest at a further site nearby not located). There was an interesting record of a buzzard species
from Bolton Abbey on 14 th September. The bird had a number of characteristics of a rough-legged
buzzard (i.e. a very pronounced terminal band and it was hovering) but has not been included as such since
the date was very early and there were no records of this species in the NE region until a full month later
(DA, MVB, BB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, JF, K&AH, K&PL, O&DM, P&BM,
PD&JBP, JP, AP&GF, PBR, PRo, JTo, GT, PW, J&SW, WNSB).
SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter nisus)
131 Sightings/32 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population stable.
The number and range of sightings reflect the widespread distribution of this species; reports were received
from a good selection of sites in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, although with few reports submitted
from upper Wharfedale. This is a bird likely to be seen at any locality where woodland is in the vicinity,
and a significant number of reports have been received of hunting (often successful) in gardens. A
blackbird enjoyed the escape of the year. It was being held on the ground in Otley between a
sparrowhawk's talons and covered by the sparrowhawk's wings. It was saved by 2 magpies who landed
nearby and started to peck the sparrowhawk until it released the blackbird which flew away. A rook was
less lucky. It was taken by a very large female sparrowhawk which fed on it for 25 minutes - whilst being
dive-bombed by other rooks. There was a nest with 4 young in Middleton Woods and young were also
raised at Otley (A&DB, SB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF, K&AH, HJ&BS, PKS, K&PL,
O&DM, P&BM, PD&JBP, AP&GF, DLR, PRo, HS, JTo, GT, J&SW, WNSB).
GOSHAWK (Accipiter gentilis)
007 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant: may breed in the area.
This species struggles to maintain a foothold in the area and sightings were slightly down again this year.
A female was seen on a number of occasions (and a male once) at a regular site between March and midMay: there was a late sighting in the area on 12 th September. More interesting, last year's report mentioned
3 possible sightings in the Otley area. This year there were a firm sighting in the same area on 30 th April
(BOG, PJC, K&PL, AP&GF, PRo, JTo).
KESTREL (Falco tinnunculus)
130 Sightings/47 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: national population decline not apparent locally.
Reported in small numbers, usually individuals or pairs: winter sightings may include birds from the
continent. Sightings were concentrated in the Washburn and mid-Wharfedale with only a few reports from
north of Barden. There were several records of larger numbers but mainly from Barden where more than 6
birds were seen several times between July and early October. There was a good record of successful
breeding this year. Young were recorded at Dob Park, Weston, Otley, Burley, Burley Woodhead, Menston
and Howgill, several involving 3 or 4 young (A&DB, BB, N&AB, BOG, N&AB, DB, OB, PJC, JDe,
LGD, H&J, JF, K&AH, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM, P&BM, AP&GF, PRo, JTo, GT, J&SW).
MERLIN (Falco columbarius)
032 Sightings/15 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population probably stable.
Although the species is holding its own in the area (the Dales NP reported 55 pairs in 1993 - 4), sightings
were well down this year. Sightings covered mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn but, unlike last year, there
were no sightings reported from upper Wharfedale including Littondale. Last year's relative breeding
success in mid-Wharfedale and on the Bolton Abbey Estate were reversed this year. There were a number
of successful nests in the former area (6 compared with last year's 3) but breeding performance in mid-
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Wharfedale was poor with 2 nests raising 5 and 4 juveniles (although one of the latter was subsequently
taken) but the eggs in two other nests were predated. There was an interesting record in the Washburn
when a recovered female was found to have been rung in Wiltshire in June 2003 (A&DB, BB, BOG, PJC,
CJC, LGD, JF, K&PL, PBR, PRo, JTo).
HOBBY (Falco subbuteo)
012 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce summer visitor/probable breeder: population increasing.
This species is undoubtedly spreading northwards and the number of sightings is tending to increase to the
extent that breeding in the area now seems highly likely for this species - it is renowned for being
exceptionally secretive through the breeding cycle and nest sites are therefore hard to find. This year,
however, proved to be a poor one with sightings well down; all records, with one exception, were from
either Otley or Barden. Sightings at Barden were of single birds but there were 2 sightings of a hunting
pair at Otley in mid-August. The other record was over Burley where a pair were seen flying west at 0830
clearing the skies of house martins, which had been abundant shortly before (BB, BOG, K&PL, P&BM,
PD&JBP, PBR, PRo).
PEREGRINE (Falco peregrinus)
066 Sightings/16 Sites
Scarce resident/passage/probable breeder: population increasing.
Most reports were of single birds and covered all months of the year: sightings covered mid-Wharfedale
and Washburn, as well as upper Wharfedale - with an observer in Addingham having a welcome addition
to their garden list when a bird flew low over it heading south. There was a thrilling encounter at Great
Whernside on 24 th October when one was watched tearing through a flock of thrushes. There were a
number of sightings this year of juveniles in 3 well-spaced areas, and successfully breeding must have
occurred (MVB, A&DB, BOG, OB, PJC, JF, K&PL, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, GT)
RED GROUSE (Lagopus lagopus) (C)
Common breeding resident: population generally stable but subject to setbacks.
Game Conservancy figures released on 4 th August suggested that the nationally the number of red grouse
dropped by 33% in the past year and that some landowners were planning not to hold shoots on
Glorious12th. Locally, this species is common on the moors around mid-Wharfedale and much underreported, although much less common on the moors in Upper Wharfedale. A walk in the former area will
flush 10's of birds (a walk on Barden Moor on 28 th December reported more than 40 seen), whilst in the
more northerly moors one is unlikely to hear more than 1 or 2. In the northern area there were reports of
1's and 2's from Grimwith, Old Cote Moor and the moors around Buckden Pike. The only report of
breeding was of a pair on Burley Moor with 3 young on 16thMay (PJC, H&JF, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, GT).
RED LEGGED PARTRIDGE (Alectoris rufa)
026 Sightings/15 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident, all from released birds: population stable except where releases occur.
There was the usual small number of records this year with a few from the Washburn and from Upper
Wharfedale, but most from the Bolton Abbey Estate. They are most easily seen, and often in good
numbers, around Grimwith where many are released. They were everywhere there on 17 th August with
numbers well into 3 figures. Apart from Grimwith, the larger groups are found in mid-Wharfedale, where
22 were seen in the fields east of Strid Woods on 2 nd January and 30+ at Kex Ghyll on 4 th January. In
Upper Wharfedale, the largest group reported was 7 near Arncliffe on 8 th December. A female was seen
with 8 young at Drebley on 10thJuly (MHA, MVB, BOG, PJC, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, DLR, JTo, WNSB).
GREY PARTRIDGE (Perdix perdix)
042 Sightings/15 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident: population thought to be declining except where releases occur.
There were only a few widely dispersed records this year from across the region with no apparent
strongholds for this species; the most frequent reports being from the well-watched Otley. There was the
occasional sighting (6) from the Wasburn and 4 sightings from Upper Wharfedale around Grassington and
Kettlewell, and at Grimwith. At Otley, adults with young were seen several times. There were 12 recentlyhatched chicks there on 17 thJuly and a family party of 15 on 2 nd September. There were also 2 adults with
10 young at Sun Lane on 2 nd June. Apart from the family groups the largest gathering was of 8 at Ash
Holme on 22 nd January, 6 on Denton Moor on 11 th December and 10 near Yarbury on the 27 th (MVB,
BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, H&JF, JF, PD&JBP, JP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR).
COMMON PHEASANT (Phasianus colchicus) (C)
Common breeding resident subject to extensive rearing/releases: population stable overall. This common
bird is significantly under-recorded. It is subject to significant releases throughout the area ensuring they
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are numerous in most areas, mainly on the valley sides and moorland fringes (OB, JF, K&AH, K&PL, JP,
PRo, HJ&BS, WNSB).
GOLDEN PHEASANT (Chrysolophus pictus)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare locally released (presumably) species - possible breeder
rd
A male was seen near Ellarcarr Pike (Timble Ings) on 23
November: there were 2 females pheasants
nearby of an unidentified species. The bird scuttled way once it realised it was being watched, which is
how you would expect a wild bird to behave. There was a male of this species seen in Ilkley and the
Washburn between 1996 and 1999, but this was very confiding, suggesting an escapee. The main
stronghold of this species is in East Anglia around Thetford, where there are estimated to be between 1,000
and 2,000 in the 1980's. Sightings in other parts of the country are generally considered to be of escapees.
In our area there is a belief that birds escaped from Harewood in the past and established a feral population.
Harewood say that there have been no escapees for at least the last 14 years and that this species has not
been kept for the last 10 years. It would therefore seen a very long time for a feral population to have
existed in a well-watched area and where the only previous sighting prior to the late 1990's bird was in
1985. The balance of probability must be that this was therefore an escapee (E&PS).
WATER RAIL (Rallus aquaticus)
012 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
The majority of reports were of single birds seen at Otley between January and April, and September and
December: one of the sightings being from the reed beds. The only other record was of 1 calling from Sun
lane, Burley on 7thDecember (OB, BOG, PJC, CJC)
MOORHEN (Gallinula chloropus)
086 Sightings/022 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable.
There appears to be a healthy population of this species, although there has been a problem in the recent
past of predation from Mink. They appear to be restricted to the lowland reservoirs and watercourses,
although there were sightings of single bird at Grassington, and 2 between Kettlewell and Buckden in the
latter part of the year. There were good numbers at Otley and Knotford Nook throughout the year, peaking
at ~10 birds. A number of breeding reports were received from Lindley Wood, Otley, Sun Lane, Ben
Rhydding Gravel Pits, Burley Moor (at Lanshaw Dam), Addingham, Valley of Desolation, whilst a nest
with 4 eggs was reported from Fir Beck at Howgill (MVB, A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF,
HJ&BS, K&AH, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, AP&GF, DLR, PRo, JTo, HJ&BS, WNSB).
COOT (Fulica atra)
082 Sightings/07 Sites
Locally common breeding migrant: population stable.
Much under-reported breeding bird, which undertakes local migration to the lowest reaches of our area in
winter. This species appears to still be doing well in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, although most
records are from Knotford Nook and Otley. The maximum count was at Knotford with an astonishing high
of 345 on 5 th December (compared with 242 12 months before), whilst there were ~60 at Otley in
December; numbers from the various Washburn Reservoirs were small, i.e. typically 1 - 4. There were
breeding reports from Knotford, Otley, Farnley and Leathley, but also two from upper Wharfedale at
Kilnsey and Beckermonds (A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF,
PRo, JTo).
OYSTERCATCHER (Haematopus ostralegus)
143 Sightings/33 Sites
Locally common breeding migrant: population probably increasing.
This is a bird that has widely established itself throughout the area as a breeder in recent times: pairs of
birds with their comic call, either in the fields or flying along the river, are a very common sight in the
spring. (The species was rare in the 1950's, the first breeding record was in 1959 and it only started
becoming common at the end of the 1960's). It leaves in the winter but its absence is brief: this year,
numbers started building from early in February (with the first arriving in mid-January), whilst the last
record was at the end of October. The largest gatherings of birds were in the spring were at Grimwith with
51 on 19 th March rising to >100 early in the following month; the highest count at Otley was 51 on 19 th
March whilst, later in the year, there were 34 at Kex Ghyll in mid-July. There were a number of breeding
records: 5 young were rung at Otley in late May, at least 15 pairs bred successfully on Burley Moor with
the last breeding record of an adult with 2 young near Arncliffe in late July (MVB, A&DB, BB, N&AB,
BOG, N&AB, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, JF, K&AH, GSH, N&PH, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM,
PD&JBP, JP, DLR, PRo, JTo, GT, J&SW, WNSB).
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LITTLE RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius dubius)
012 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: stable population.
It was a disappointing year for this species with sightings well down on last year (12 c.f. 38 in 2003). As
usual, records were restricted to sites in mid Wharfedale and the upper Washburn, mainly the latter.
Breeding was confirmed at only one of the two ‘usual’ sites (BOG, CJC, JDe, JF, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, GT).
COMMON RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula)
006 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population stable.
It was a disappointing year for this species with sightings well down on last year (5 c.f. 21 in 2003). It was
recorded at only one site in the Washburn, with most sightings (4) from Grimwith where 3 birds were seen
on 6 th February and 2 were recorded twice during April. There were no records of breeding (MVB, BOG,
JP, J&SW).
DOTTEREL (Charadrius morinellus)
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
A group of 4 passage birds were seen on Burley Moor on 3 rd May below their traditional stopover site (at
the 12 Apostles on Ilkley Moor). The birds were discovered early afternoon and seen by a number of
people but were gone by the following morning (PD&JBP, GT).
GOLDEN PLOVER (Pluvialis apricaria)
034 Sightings/15 Sites
Uncommon moorland breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably in decline.
There were a significant number of sightings from a large variety of locations. The largest flocks were
500+ at Barden on 17 th and 18th April, and 400 on Sandwith Moor in late March and early December. The
th
only other large flock was 100+ at Anchor Farm in Timble on 25
February. Breeding behaviour we
rd
observed on Burley Moor on 3
May and there were (only) 5 pairs with young on Hawksworth Moor:
anxiety calls at Grimwith suggested breeding had also taken place there (MVB, BOG, PJC, CJC, JF,
PD&JBP, AP&GF, PRo, GT, J&SW).
GREY PLOVER (Pluvialis squatarola)
000 Sightings/00 Sites
Rare passage migrant.
There were no sightings of this species this year, which is typically recorded every three or four years: it
was last recorded in 2001 and 2003.
NORTHERN LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus)
113 Sightings/47 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population may be declining.
Our area remains a stronghold for this species – although numbers may have declined, the reduction has
been nothing like as marked as the national picture for lowland areas. This is a breeding bird in our area
that usually migrates west and/or south out of the recording area in winter. Winter sightings of large flocks
are thought likely to be from the continent. Maximum flock sizes in the spring were 200 at Otley on 7 th
January, 210+ at Barden on 15 thFebruary, 200 - 300 on Denton Moor on the 19 th , and 280 at Grimwith on
9th March. In the autumn there were 330 at Manor Park on 3 rd November and 412 at Knotford Nook on
26th December. Breeding was widespread. Otley again had a good record with 20+ nests in the field and
2+ nests on each of the islands. The first chicks were seen on 27th April and 18 were rung in the first half
of May. Many chicks were recorded on Burley and Middleton Moors. The perils of raising young were
shown when 3 pairs bred in field alongside a Beamsley garden but none were successful. Twice a
sparrowhawk was seen carrying off chicks and walking round looking for more young oblivious to cries
from adults (DA, MVB, A&DB, BB, N&AB, BOG, N&AB, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, H&JF, JF, K&AH,
D&RH, K&PL, O&DM, PD&JBP, AP&GF, DLR, PRo, JTo, GT, WNSB).
LITTLE STINT (Calidris minuta)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
A bird was present at Kex Ghyll on 2 nd May, but left almost immediately. It is typically recorded every
three or four years and was last recorded in 2001 (BOG). Unfortunately, in a year when there was a record
number of spring sightings (226) of Temminck's Stint mainly along the East Coast, none came our way.
DUNLIN (Calidris alpina)
009 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce passage visitor: probably still breeds in the area but numbers much reduced.
There were records from a limited number of locations - Otley, Grimwith and Barden Pike. The most
records were from Otley with 4 sightings of between 2 and 4 birds between early March and mid-April,
and a single bird on 2 nd October. There were 2 or 3 birds at Grimwith in late April/early May. The most
interesting record was from Buckden Pike where agitated calls were noted from 2 birds on the summit. At

66

times in the past investigations have revealed examples of breeding on Wharfedale peaks, but this has not
been done in recent years (BOG, OB, CJC, JDe, PD&JBP, JP).
RUFF (Philomachus pugnax)
003 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
th
A small group of 3 birds was present at Otley between 17
and 21 st April: the species had not been
recorded since 1997 (BOG).
JACK SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minimus)
005 Sightings/04 Sites
Rare migrant/winter visitor.
th
There were five sightings this year, all but one at the start of the year. One was reported at Leathley on 28
th
th
January, there were 2 sightings on Askwith Moor on the 8
and 14 February, with the last one at
Whetstone Gate on 26 th of the month. A bird was flushed on the slopes of Buckden Pike on 17 th October
(BOG, PJC, AP&GF).
COMMON SNIPE (Gallinago gallinago)
030 Sightings/11 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population either stable or in shallow decline.
This is a well-established breeding species in the area thanks to the extensive availability of its breeding
habitat of marshland (albeit much reduced from the historical position), especially around moorland sites.
It will usually be under-recorded because of its secretive habits outside the breeding season although they
did seem scarcer this year and the number of sightings and sites where birds were observed were both half
of last years' figures. There was also a report from Burley Moor that there had not been as many there as in
previous years. It is subject to movement out of the area in winter but may retain a presence at lower
valley sites such as Otley if the winter weather is not severe. There was an early record of a bird at Otley
on 29 th January and 8 or 9 recorded there on 3 occasions between late November and late December. The
most exciting period for this species was in September when there were major movements. There were 86
birds at Blacktoft Sands on the 1st September, which had grown to 282 on the 3rd. Numbers in our area
were more modest but 17 were seen at Kex Ghyll flying west at 0800 on 4 th September and there were 5 at
Otley on the 6 th. Consistent with the lack of records this year there was only one case of drumming this
year - from Hebden Beck in early may and no confirmation of any breeding (N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC,
LGD, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo).
WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticola)
015 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage
migrant/winter visitor: probably in decline.
Thought to breed extensively throughout
the area at appropriate sites. Numbers are
supplemented by continental migrants in
winter with resident birds thought to overwinter if not too cold. Birds were seen
between January and July although, like the
previous species, sightings were well down
this year compared with the last. Most
records were from Timble Ings or Sun Lane
with the greatest number being 5 over the
more at Timble on 9 th January. The only other records were from Middleton and Strid Woods, although
there was a sad report from Arncliffe of 6 bodies in a porchway (BOG, PJC, JF, PD&JBP, HS, PD&JBP,
AP&GF, PBR, PRo, JTo, WNS).
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa limosa)
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant.
A large flock of 31 flew into Otley at 1030 and took off towards the west at 1415. This species is seen
every two or three years, but the numbers of birds recorded is extremely high for the area (BOG, CJC,
PD&JBP, PBR).
BAR-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa lapponica)
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
24 were present at Otley on 20 th April with 5 there on 1 st May, 1 in partial breeding plumage. It is not
known if these were separate groups (BOG, CJC, LGD, PD&JBP).
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WHIMBREL (Numenius phacopus)
008 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
May proved to be an excellent month at Otley for this species. Single birds were seen on the 2nd, on the 5 th
flying west (and also recorded at Barden viewpoint on that date), on the 6 thflying north and on the 9 . th The
month finished with 5 birds seen there on the 26 th. In the autumn passage, a bird circled over Sun Lane for
20 minutes on the evening of 23 rd July and one was seen at Timble Ings flying south west on 22 nd August
(BOG, PJC, PD&JBP, PRo).
CURLEW (Numenius arquata)
105 Sightings/41 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable.
A widespread breeding bird throughout the area at suitable sites, it usually moves west and south for
winter. It also over-winters in the Wharfe valley bottom (although these may well be continental birds) - if
there is no severe weather to drive them away. It appears to be doing well. There were large flocks along
the Wharfe between Otley and Ilkley during January and February with the largest flocks in late
January/early February (peaking at 400 - 500 at Denton Hall on the 7 ). thThere was a very large premigration flock of 500 at Denton on 24thSeptember and the largest flock subsequently 100+ between Otley
and Burley in early December. It is worth noting that these figures represents two/three per cent of inland
wintering Curlew in the UK and are therefore of considerable significance!
The species is common
throughout the area and good numbers of young were noted at Ellarcarr Pike and on Middleton Moor; it
was also an excellent breeding year on Burley Moor. A garden at Newall with Clifton had a front-line
view of breeding when a pair nested in the ground outside and raised 2 young (A&DB, BB, BOG, OB,
PJC, CJC, JDe, H&JF, JF, K&AH, K&PL, O&DM, DLR, PRo, HS, J&SW, WNSB).
COMMON REDSHANK (Tringa totanus)
064 Sightings/19 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable.
Numbers of reports were plentiful this year throughout the area including several sites in the Washburn
,ombald's Moor, Otley, Barden, Grimwith, Hebden, Hawksworth and Halton Gill. Numbers were usually
small - between 1 and 4, although there were 11 at Otley on 19 th March. There were good numbers of
young on Burley and Middleton Moors (the parents having apparently moved up from the fields where
they appear to be easy prey for crows and magpies), and an adult had young on an island at Otley, although
the nest proved impossible to find (MHA, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, N&PH, K&PL, PD&JBP,
JP, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo, GT, J&SW).
COMMON GREENSHANK (Tringa nebularia)
003 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage visitor.
This is an uncommon migrant for the area with records usually restricted to summer. However this year
st
there was a sighting of a single bird at Lindley Wood on 31 March;
later, single birds were seen at Otley
th
th
on 29 July and 25 September (BOG, PJC, JDe).
GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus)
000 Sightings/00 Sites
Scarce passage visitor.
There were no sightings of this species this year in what was a very poor year for the autumn passage
migration. This was the first time there have been no sightings since 1992.
COMMON SANDPIPER (Actitis hypoleucos)
049 Sightings/15 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: national population decline not apparent locally.
A common sight, and present throughout the area at suitable sites in spring/summer. A good number of
records were received, usually of 1 or 2 birds, between 31 stMarch (2 weeks earlier than last year) and 22 nd
August. There were sightings throughout Wasburn, along the complete length of the Wharfe and from
Grimwith Reservoir, with 8 or 9 at Grimwith on 12 th May. As it happened, all but one of the records of
breeding were from upper Wharfedale. There were 2 juveniles at Grimwith on 2 nd June, 2 adults with 2
downy young close to fledging at Halton Gill on the 8 ;ththe following month there was a pair with young
th
at Barden bridge on the 4 th and a family party at Kettlewell on the 7 . The
one record from mid
Wharfedale was from Swinsty where 2 young were raised (MVB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, K&AH,
GSH, N&PH, D&ML, PD&JBP, AP&GF, DLR, JTo, J&SW, WNSB).
ARCTIC SKUA (Stercorarius parasiticus)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage visitor.
A pale-phase bird flew north past the Barden viewpoint on 12 thAugust. This species has only been sighted
in 6 years, the last time in 1982 (BOG).
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MEDITERRANEAN GULL (Larus melanocephalus)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare visitor.
A 1 st winter bird was seen at Otley on 11 th December before flying off east (BOG). This species, which
was only seen for the first time in 1987, has become a regular visitor most years since the mid-1990's.
BLACK HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be declining after big increase in
recent decades.
This species winters in the area in large numbers with roosts of ~800 at Swinsty, for example, in January.
These large roosts commence in late September and build to a peak by February then rapidly diminish
towards the breeding season. At Otley, for example, wintering numbers of ~ 100 had reduced to only 9 by
12th May and started building up again in August with numbers of 200 being reported by the end of the
year. Breeding occurs on local moors insofar as it is allowed by gamekeepers, who usually discourage
large colonies. The main site is at Upper Barden where it was estimated there were 3,000 pairs in May, a
slight increase on last year. Most Gulls seen in the area through the year will be this species - one observer
has described them in the past as ‘numerous and ubiquitous’, although only small numbers are reported
from Upper Wharfedale (A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, H&JF, JF, K&AH, HJ&BS, K&PL, JTo,
WNSB).
COMMON GULL (Larus canus)
032 Sightings/15 Sites
Common passage/winter visitor: small number of breeding records.
This is a species which usually only winters in the area, although a few immatures have been observed
through summer and a small number are though to breed in the Upper Barden Black-headed Gull colony.
There were reports of ~1200 flocks at the Swinsty gull roost this January and good numbers of 100 - 200 at
Otley until late March. They started returning there from late July and numbers reached ~100 in
November. Littondale remains a popular winter feeding area, especially in the fields below Arncliffe,
where there were flocks totalling 200 - 300 on 8 th December; they were virtually entirely of this species
with only one or two black-headed and lesser black-backed gulls. Generally this species may be seen at
any time in small groups or often a few mixed in with Black-headed Gulls (BOG, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF,
K&AH, PD&JBP, JP).
HERRING GULL (Larus argentatus)
007 Sightings/05 Sites
Uncommon visitor breeding at one known locality.
Less common than other Gulls with just a few reports each year. There are a small number of breeding
st
pairs at the Upper Barden Black-headed Gull colony. There were 8 at the Swinsty gull roost on 1
st
January, and 15 at Chelker and 1 bird at Otley on the same day, with 3 birds at Otley on 21 March. Also,
5 at Grimwith on 24 th April and a possible sighting there of 3 or 4 amongst a flock of large gulls on 17 th
August; also 1 over Anchor farm at Timble on 28thDecember (BOG, JF, JP, JTo).
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus)
033 Sightings/18 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: probably declining due to control at breeding sites.
This species both winters in the area and breeds on local moors, when not disturbed by gamekeepers
concerned by their propensity to eat anything that moves! There were a few present at the Upper Barden
site, but no sign of breeding. No large counts were reported but small numbers, generally 1 or 2 but
sometimes up to 5, were seen on a number of occasions throughout the year, the largest being 50 at
Grimwith on 18th July and 20 - 30 on 17 th August. Most sightings were in the south of Wharfedale up as
far as Grimwith, with the occasional sighting in Littondale (BOG, CJC, JDe, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, JTo,
WNS).
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus)
007 Sightings/04 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
A few birds winter in the area eventually flying north to their breeding grounds, although the odd immature
may stay all year. There were few sightings this year and numbers were small c.f. last year's peak of 24+.
There were 8 at Swinsty and 4 at Grimwith in January, 1 in the gull colony at the upper Barden Reservoir
in April, and 2 at Kex Ghyll at the end of May. An immature was present at Lindley Wood in March and
there were 2 adults with 3 immatures at Grimwith on 17thAugust (BOG, JDe, JF, AP&GF, J&SW).
BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE (Rissa tridactyla)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage/winter visitor.
One was seen at Knotford Nook on 13thMarch: this species is recorded every couple of years (BOG).
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COMMON TERN (Sterna hirundo)
020 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant: occasionally breeds.
Usually a few birds pass through on migration, although this was a poor year with the only record of one
flying up river in Langstrothdale on 17 th May. However, at Otley and after last year's failed attempt to
breed (on 3 attempts) 2 young were ringed this year on 5 th June (BOG, PJC, CJC, JF, K&AH, PD&JBP,
PRo).
ARCTIC TERN (Sterna paradisaea)
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant.
A single bird was seen at Otley on 1 stand 9 th May, although it is not clear if this was the same bird. It was
the first sighting since 1999 (BOG, PD&JBP).
BLACK TERN (Chlidonias niger)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant.
A first winter bird was at Otley on 12thSeptember (BOG).
FERAL PIGEON (Columba livia) (C)
Uncommon resident breeder: population probably stable.
Mainly seen in urban areas of Ilkley and Otley with a few small groups also in rural areas (A&DB,
D&RH).
STOCK DOVE (Columba oenas)
026 Sightings/16 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Although probably present all year in most years, numbers are likely to fluctuate during winter as resident
birds move out in a cold snap and it may disappear altogether for a time. This is very much a rural bird in
the area and is certainly under-recorded. Extensive observations in the Washburn valley suggest that this
area is a stronghold, although sightings were received throughout Wharfedale and from Littondale.
Numbers recorded were typically between 1 and 3, with a pair of birds frequently observed around Otley
Wetland. Two young were recorded at Farnley Lake in a barn owl box that had previously been occupied
by a squirrel, whilst a nest in a Burley Moor quarry contained only broken and predated eggs (MVB,
A&DB, BB, OB, PJC, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, DLR, PRo, GT, WNSB).
WOOD PIGEON (Columba palumbus) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This is an under-recorded species, which is usually present all year in good numbers throughout the area
but with a tendency to move to the lower parts of the valleys in winter or disappearing entirely in severe
cold spells. Numbers at the start and end of the year were dramatically different reflecting, no doubt, the
disparity in natural foods. In January I saw only 5 on a 5-mile walk, whilst in late November and
December very large numbers were recorded moving through the valley past the Barden Viewpoint on a
number of days, with a maximum of 1450+ seen on 22 nd November between 1220 and 1510. There were
800+ heading west from Otley on 5 th December. There was a rare leucustic bird (almost white apart from
pale grey head, white collar and a few markings on the wings) recorded at Otley on 15 th January (A&DB,
N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JF, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, JP, DLR, PRo, JTo, WNSB).
COLLARED DOVE (Streptopelia decaocto) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This species is much under-recorded. It tends to be concentrated in urban, suburban and village
environments. It was a regular garden visitor to many gardens from Addingham through to Menston and
Otley, but is surprisingly rare in rural habitats: most records received were from gardens with no records
were received north of Addingham. There were numerous records of young in gardens. One observer
reported picking up a fledging that was fully feathered but not quite able to fly, only to be rewarded by the
parent mounting an ungrateful 'attack' until the fledging was put down (A&DB, PJC, D&RH, HJ&BS,
K&PL, DLR, JSc, JBS, HS, GT, J&SW).
RING-NECKED PARAKEET (Psittacula krameri)
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare locally released (presumably) species.
st
A bird was seen in a garden in Pool on 31 May.
It returned there with a second bird on 2 nd June. This
species is running amok in the Home Counties, where there are 20,000 birds and numbers are increasing at
30%/annum. There is concern about the potential threat of damage to farming crops and the loss of the
best nesting-holes to native species. However, the species is very gregarious and therefore spreads very
slowly. This sighting is therefore almost certainly of escapees (OB).
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CUCKOO (Cuculus canorus)
066 Sightings/41 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population declining.
The first bird recorded by several members was on 23 rd April on Ilkley Moor, the same date as last year
and a little later than in the previous 2 or 3 years. BTO reported that numbers were down this year in
places. Numbers did indeed seem sparse with birds difficult to find at some of the traditional sites, e.g.
Burley Moor. However, total sightings were comparable to last year (which was also generally felt to have
been a poor year). The highest numbers recorded were 4 at Howgill and 3 at the Swastika Stone, both
towards the end of May. Sightings were distributed fairly uniformly across the moors of mid-Wharfedale,
the Washburn and the Bolton Abbey Estate, with marginally more sightings on Rombald's Moor. There
were also half-a-dozen sightings from the upper Wharfedale and Littondale. Again there were no records
of young this year so that sightings were restricted to a 6-week period and had dried up by mid June
(MVB, BB, A&DB, BOG, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, JF, K&AH, D&RH, D&ML, K&PL, O&DM,
P&BM, JP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo, GT, J&SW, WNS).
BARN OWL (Tyto alba)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare visitor
A bird flew over a house in Menston on 9 th November at 1140, going Northwest. There has been only one
sighting of this species (in 1996) since it last bred in the area in 1988. The problem for this species has
been the loss of suitable nesting sites, so the Owl and Hawk Trust has been installing a number of nest
boxes in the area. A pair of birds raised 3 young in nearby Harewood, so it is to be hoped that the Trust's
initiative may lead to a return of this species to the area in the not too distant future (K&PL).
TAWNY OWL (Strix aluco)
021 Sightings/17 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Sightings were down this year although there is no reason to doubt that it remains widespread apart from in
Upper Wharfedale, where there is reduced woodland cover - the only record from there was from
Arncliffe. After 2 or 3 years of poor breeding this year was, if anything, even worst. Only 1 bird nested in
any of the usual spots between Askwith and Middleton Woods and produced 3 young, which were ringed
(MVB, N&AB, OB, PJC, CJC, M&JC, JDe, JF, GSH, D&ML, K&PL, PRo, JTo, HS, J&SW, WNS).
LONG-EARED OWL (Asio otus)
005 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant.
This elusive species again bred successfully in the area and may have involved 5 and possibly 7 pairs. No
information is available on how many young were raised but 2 juveniles were observed on 6 th July. Birds
were also present and bred in two woods on the edge of the area. The species is thought to vacate our area
in winter (BOG, PJC, PBR, PRo, WNS).
SHORT EARED OWL (Asio flammeus)
030 Sightings/11 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/resident: population either stable or in shallow decline.
This species mostly vacates our area in winter and most sightings this year were between 8 th February and
28th August, although there were 3 records from Barden during December including 4 together on the 18 .th
The indications are that it was not a good breeding season in 2003 and that the number of birds was down,
presumably because of a shortage of voles. Sightings were reported from the moors of mid-Wharfedale
and the Washburn, and from Barden, Grimwith and Greenhow, although all the records were of single
birds up until mid-December and the Barden sighting. Again, after 2 confirmed records of breeding last
year none was recorded this year, although there was a suggestion that there might have been one at a site
in the Washburn (A&DB, N&AB, BOG, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, K&PL, JP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, JTo, GT,
WNS).
LITTLE OWL (Athene noctua)
051 Sightings/17 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population stable.
Generally seems to be doing well. Records were received from across the area, from
Pool in the east to Kettlewell in the north; with sightings throughout the year but
concentrated between March and July. Many of the sightings were of single birds, but
th
pairs were recorded from 5 sites. There was a family party of 5+ at Otley on 5
September and also a confirmed breeding record from a site, used for many years, in
an oak tree at Lindley Green (MVB, BB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, J&JD,
H&JF, JF, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo).
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EUROPEAN NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus europaeus)
009 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant – bred in area for third year running.
First heard churring on 28 th May and wing-clapping the following weekend. A pair returned to the same
site in the Washburn and bred successfully. An adult was reported sitting on 2 eggs on 4th June but these
had been predated by the 22 nd. However, the birds subsequently moved to a second nest, where 2 nine-day
old chicks were found and ringed on 22nd July (BOG, PJC, HS, AP&GF, PRo, GT, WNS).
SWIFT (Apus apus) (C)
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable/may be in shallow decline.
This is a species that is primarily recorded in the periods shortly after its arrival and immediately before its
departure. It was recorded throughout Wharfedale but concentrated in the lower valleys, with nest sites
typically in urban areas. The largest flock was 200 over Otley on 28 th April, whilst there were more than
40 recorded over a Burley garden on 20 th July, a number that was said to be high on an historic basis (DA,
MVB, N&AB, BOG, D&HB, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, K&AH, N&PH, D&ML, K&PL, O&DM, PD&JBP,
AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, PKS,J&SW, WNSB).
KINGFISHER (Alcedo atthis)
056 Sightings/16 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident along suitable rivers and lagoons: population probably stable/slightly
increasing.
This species seemed distinctly less common than last year and the number of sightings were down quite
significantly. Reports throughout the year were primarily along the river throughout mid-Wharfedale,
although it was also recorded up as far as Buckden (although sightings in Upper Wharfedale were very
rare). The species is less common in the Washburn although there were a good number of sightings there
this year (9 compared with 2 last year). There were sightings of up to 2 birds near Dob Park in January,
August and October, and single birds at Lindley Wood, Swinsty and Fewston between August and
November. There were no reports of breeding activity from the Washburn but 1 brood was raised in Pool,
whilst a juvenile were seen at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits in mid-June with 2 there in early September
(MVB, A&DB, AnB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, M&JC, LGD, JF, K&PL, P&BM, PD&JBP, AP&GF,
PBR, PRo, J&PSc, JTo, GT, J&SW).
GREEN WOODPECKER (Picus viridis)
048 Sightings/28 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Appears to be holding its own throughout the area, although the reported sightings were significantly down
on last year. Records received were usually of single birds, often detected by their distinctive 'yaffle',
although a pair was seen operating together at Ghaistrill's Strid, apparently with the aim of seeing off 2
great-spotted woodpeckers. Records covered as far up the Wharfe valley as Buckden, from Littondale and
throughout the Washburn up to Thruscross, with slightly more sightings from the Washburn and the Bolton
Abbey estate areas than elsewhere. No more than 2 adults were seen at the same time (compared with 4
last year), although 2 were seen on a number of occasions. An adult was seen with 3 young at the
st
Middleton hospital site on 17 th July and there were 1 and possibly 2 juveniles at Clifton on 1
August
(MVB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, D&RH, D&ML, K&PL, O&DM, P&BM, PD&JBP,
DLR, JTo, J&SW, WNSB).
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopus major)
088 Sightings/34 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
There were a fair number of reports for a species that is generally felt to be doing well in our area in line
with national trends. The species is fairly common throughout the more wooded parts of the area and was
widely recorded up as far as Grass Wood. It is also a favourite and well-recorded garden bird, and there
were records of young coming to feeders from Newall with Clifton, Askwith, Burley and Menston between
June and August. Overall there were numerous records this year of breeding around mid Wharfedale and
the Washburn. There were records of 5 birds in the Eastwood area of Otley and 4 birds heard calling in
various parts of Middleton Woods (SB, MVB, A&DB, BB, N&AB, BOG, OB, N&AB, PJC, CJC, LGD,
JF, GSH, CH, N&PH, K&PL, DLR, PRo, J&PSc, HS, B&PS, JTo, GT, J&SW, WNSB).
LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopus minor)
003 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population possibly in decline.
This species is not far from the northern limit of its range and remains difficult to find. It is also red-listed
because of the rapid decline (>50%) in the UK breeding population in the last 25 years. It has been a
disastrous year in our area for this species with records from only 3 sites compared with 9 last year. Birds
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were reported from Otley on 26 th October, in Strid Woods on 6 th November and at Farnley Lake on 26 th
December (BOG).
SKYLARK (Alauda arvensis)
031 Sightings/22 Sites
Common breeding resident: national population decline but probably holding own in area.
There is a national population decline of this species but it may be holding up in our area, although it is not
well recorded. Favoured sites were spread throughout mid- Wharfedale and the Washburn, and with rather
more records from upper Wharfedale than last year. It is generally recorded throughout the year (except in
the winter months - this year, between November and January) the last sighting being of 5 birds passing
through Kex Ghyll on 1 st October. Good numbers of birds were on Denton and Farnley Moors (7 at the
end of March), Grassington Moor (7 in May) and singing and displaying on the slopes of Buckden Peak (6
in early June) (BB, BOG, CJC, JDe, H&JF, JF, D&RH, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PBR, PRo, JTo, GT, J&SW,
WNSB).
SAND MARTIN (Riparia riparia)
074 Sightings/18 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population fluctuates.
Good-sized nesting colonies were noted along the Wharfe at suitable sites up to Grassington, with small
numbers at Kettlewell and Buckden. There was a general feeling that it had been a good year for this
species - that numbers were up and breeding had gone well. At Pool, which had had only a few birds last
year, there were reported to be 'excellent numbers' with at least 90 occupied nests. Opposite Ben Rhydding
Gravel Pits, 292 were ringed on 20 th June, a better breeding record than either of the two previous years.
There were good numbers at the colony above Barden Bridge with ~80 counted in early May, whilst there
was a small colony reported in the drainage holes in the old bridge at Bolton . Over 200 were counted over
Otley on 17 th April (BB, N&AB, BOG, D&HB, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, H&JF, JF, K&AH, HJ&BS, D&ML,
K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, DLR, PRo).
BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica) (C)
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline.
This species appears to be well distributed throughout the area, mainly in rural areas wherever suitable
nesting sites exist. The largest flocks reported were in the autumn - 120+ at Barden on 30 th August and
70+ at Timble on 4 th September, comparable sized flocks to last year but down on the 250+ in the autumn
of 2002. Breeding was reported from Knotford Nook where 118 young were ringed at 25 nests (with 4 unhatched eggs and 1 adult and 4 young found dead on the barn floor due to an unknown predator), i.e. 4.72
young/nest. This is exactly the same figure as last year, which was regarded as a poor year with brood
sizes down (A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, H&JF, JF, K&AH, D&RH, AP&GF, DLR, PRo,
PKS, WNSB).
HOUSE MARTIN (Delichon urbica)
048 Sightings/27 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline.
This species was recorded throughout area - probably in rather higher numbers than last year, although
there were some negative reports from the Addingham area. Someone reported that it was the first year
when martins hadn't nested in her eaves, and wondered if there were less sources of mud in the area than
there used to be: also, there were no nests at Fairfield House, where they had been abundant last year.
There were records of small flocks in the spring with 50 (c.f. 20 - 25 last year) at Otley in late April with
smaller groups at a significant number of sites during the summer. Flocks were much larger in the late
summer with the greatest number being 300+ at Lindley Wood and 400+ at the Barden View Point, both
on 18 th September (c.f. last year's peak of 80+ during August). Last year's breeding disaster at the
traditional breeding site in Timble was not repeated - 12 nests produced 30 young, although 1 adult was
found dead on 3 eggs (MVB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, K&AH, DLR, PRo, J&SW, WNSB).
MEADOW PIPIT (Anthus pratensis)
047 Sightings/25 Sites
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population in decline nationally but probably holding
up locally.
Mainly found high on the valley sides but usually moves off the moors and down the valleys in winter.
Overall numbers however are probably reduced from a few years ago. Birds were seen early in January
with a single bird at Barden View Point and 5 at Otley on the 4 th, whilst 30+ were recorded at Sun Lane on
28th March, prior to dispersal onto the moor. The small number of reports received of this much underreported species usually refer only to a few, although there was a count of 32 from Grimwith on 25 th April.
Another exception to high counts is early-morning migration in the autumn. Records from Kex Ghyll,
mainly of birds flying west, were of 48 on 15 th and 253 on 28 th August, 133 on 1 stand 4 th September and
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‘large numbers’ on 17 th October. Breeding was recorded on Rombald’s Moor with 4 young raised on
Burley Moor and a lone young, without parent, on Ilkley Moor, both in late May: a bird was seen carrying
food at Grimwith (N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, H&JF, JF, K&AH, D&RH, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP,
DLR, PRo, GT, WNSB).
TREE PIPIT (Anthus trivialis)
014 Sightings/11 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing.
Although still uncommon in the area, the Washburn valley has certainly seen an increase in recent years at
suitable sites on the valley side: figures were reckoned to be up nationally this year. A few were recorded
in the Norwood Edge and Sword Point area between April and June, and they were also recorded at
Thruscross and Timble (where one was seen carrying food). There were also a good number of records
from Upper Wharfedale - from Grimwith in early May, whilst in mid-June one was singing in Barstow
Woods, there were 3 between Kettlewell and Buckden, and 4 between Buckden and Yockenthwaite (the
highest number recorded this year). Migrants were recorded at Kex Ghyll and the Barden View Point in
late August, and from Kex Ghyll in early October (MVB, BOG, CJC, JDe, AP&GF, PBR, PRo).
ROCK PIPIT (Anthus spinoletta petrosus)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare visitor.
A bird was seen on 25 th September at Chelker. This was only the 7th year in which this species has been
seen since it was first recorded in 1972 (BOG).
YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla flava)
024 Sightings/12 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: just about holding on despite significant decline over recent
decades.
Numbers were reported to be up nationally this year and this was reflected in a good number of sightings
from Upper Wharfedale, their main stronghold in the area. However, the number of passage birds at
Knotford Nook was slightly down on last year - 7 on 8 th May (including a member of the blue-headed race
th
(M f. flava)) compared with 10 last year. In the Washburn there was an early sighting at Thruscross on 14
nd
April and a passage bird at Fewston this year on 22 September. In Littondale there were between 4 and 6
birds at Halton Gill on 26 th April and 14 th May, and 3 between Arncliffe and Hawkswick on 28 th April,
whilst a bird was seen carrying food near the junction with the Wharfe on 7 th June (after 3 birds had been
seen there the previous month). There were also some encouraging records north of Kettlewell with 7
th
between there and Buckden on 16thJune and a pair between Yockenthwaite and Hubberholme on 17 May
(MVB, BOG, PJC, JDe, H&JF, JF, K&AH, GSH, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, J&SW).
GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla cinerea)
092 Sightings/34 Sites
Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population probably increasing.
The species appears to have had another good season - this is one of those species that benefits
significantly from the absence of harsh winters and is currently plentiful and widespread at suitable sites.
Extensive sightings were submitted from throughout the area and covered all months of the year. Reports
of successful breeding came from all the way along the Wharfe including Pool, Otley, Ilkley, an
Addingham garden, Strid Woods, Barden, and Yockenthwaite. The species was reported to be plentiful in
the Washburn and to have had a good breeding year (MHA, A&DB, BB, N&AB, BOG, N&AB, OB, PJC,
H&JF, JF, K&AH, D&RH, HJ&BS, O&DM, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, B&PS, JTo, GT, WNSB).
PIED WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba)
080 Sightings/28 Sites
Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population possibly increasing.
Present throughout the year with some local movement including coming together in large roosting flocks
in winter in the lower stretches of the valleys. The population of this species would appear to be in a
healthy state. However the large roost in central Ilkley again appears not to have been utilised this year,
although there was a large gathering of 58 at Otley on 19 th March and 10 at Grimwith on 25 thApril. There
were good numbers of records of successful breeding, from across mid Wharfedale. However, the records
of young this year only extended between late May and late June (compared with last year's remarkably
long breeding period from the end of May and the end of August. There were no reports of white wagtails
(the different race from the continent) this year (OG, OB, PJC, H&JF, JF, K&AH, K&PL, O&DM,
PD&JBP, JP, DLR, PRo, HJ&BS, WNSB)
WAXWING (Bombycilla garrulus)
045 Sightings/13 Sites
Scarce winter visitor with reports in most years.
The 2003/4 winter was quite a good one for this species – by normal standards. There were 26+ in Ilkley
on 15 th January and numbers held up until late March, with the last local record a single bird in Otley on
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14th April. There was a late record from Sheffield of 20 on 6th May. This was a precursor to a remarkable
season in 2004/5. Numbers arriving in the UK can vary between 50 and 12,000. Contrary to speculation
this winter that a large number suggests a bad winter ahead for us, they reflect a good breeding season in
Scandinavia and a poor supply of berries. Numbers arriving this year must have been close to or greater
than the maximum number - certainly the largest numbers since the early 1990's (BOG has suggested
numbers are the best ever in the local area). Birds started arriving in Scotland on 16thOctober and reached
Yorkshire by the 24 th: by the end of the month flocks of several hundred were being recorded in Scotland
with a peak of 1200 in Elgin. The first record in Ilkley car park was 2 present on the very early date of 30th
October (birds didn't arrive until Boxing Day in 2002) and numbers built up rapidly reaching a peak of 195
on 18 th November. Birds were arriving around 0730 and staying until late afternoon (1530) before flying
off to roost in Timble. The birds were able to exploit the large amount of natural food this winter but
supplies were drying up by the time the peak was reached and numbers dropped off quite quickly with the
last records in central Ilkley around the 12 th December. I estimated that there were ~ 2160 waxwing-days
(compared with 35 last year) - it will be interesting seeing how this holds up as a record in the future. The
birds became increasingly restless towards the end of the period as food supplies ran down and started
exploring other areas. The birds have an interesting diet feeding on insects during the breeding season and
moving onto berries in the winter. There were several records of birds 'flycatching' with a flock of 25 at
Addingham doing just that on 1 st December. Birds were recorded in Otley and Addingham from midNovember until the end of the year and several members had good garden sightings. There were 24 in
Kings Close on 15 th November, 20 in Otley by the riverside on 17 th and 56 in School Lane, Addingham on
several occasions from the 22 nd (A&DB, BOG, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF, GSH, K&PL, P&BM, PD&JBP, PBR,
DLR, J&PSc, JTo, B&PS).
DIPPER (Cinclus cinclus)
065 Sightings/21 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing.
The species appears to be doing very well in the area. Reports were received from most stretches of the
river between Pool and Beckermonds, and in Littondale. Despite the shallowness of the river in
Langstrothdale the birds were well represented there with 6 counted in 1 1/2 miles in early October. There
were also 2 sightings from the Washburn where they are not common. Dippers can turn up in unexpected
places: one was found to be nesting on a rock face above a beck near Arncliffe, whilst another one was
seen flying across fields at Grassington along a narrow beck and well away from the river. The usual nest
site at the Strid Woods aqueduct was successful - and well reported as usual. There were a number of
other cases of breeding reported (all to the north of the Strid Woods site) with feeding taking place in the
latter part of May. Several birds were heard singing in the autumn (from early October) – the song is not
often reported and yet it is a very lyrical warble (MHA, A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, M&JC,
LGD, H&JF, JF, K&AH, N&PH, HJ&BS, D&ML, O&DM, PD&JBP, JP, J&PSc, JTo, GT, WNSB).
WREN (Troglodytes troglodytes) (C)
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
A widespread species throughout the area and even up on to the moors. Numerous records of breeding
from a variety sites, e.g. 2 nests on Beamsley each produced 8 young. This is one of our commonest and
most successful birds, e.g. one of the WNS birding walks recorded 12 birds in Langstrothdale. It is clearly
benefiting from our current mild winters (A&DB, OB, JF, K&AH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM, JP,
DLR, PRo, JSc, WNSB).
DUNNOCK (Prunella modularis) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Status apparently unchanged - a widespread and successful resident and a common garden species. Tends
to be significantly under-reported (A&DB, OB, JF, N&PH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PRo, J&SW, WNSB).
ROBIN (Erithacus rubecula) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/increasing.
A familiar and much-loved resident in good numbers throughout our area, which seems to be doing well,
with plenty of evidence of successful breeding (A&DB, N&AB, OB, H&JF, JF, K&AH, D&RH, HJ&BS,
K&PL, O&DM, JP, PRo, J&PSc, WNSB).
COMMON REDSTART (Phoenicurus phoenicurus)
032 Sightings/17 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing.
Despite an early report of good numbers in the Washburn in late April, the general feeling was that
numbers were a bit down this year (in line with this the number of sightings and sites involved were both
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significantly fewer). Records cover most of the area and extended from late April through to late August.
The strongholds for this species remain Washburn Valley (moving north from Lindley Wood), and
Langstrothdale, with lower but reasonable numbers in and around Strid Woods. One lucky Ilkley member
had a striking male in his garden on the edges of the moor between 26 th April and 15 th May. Once again
the highest count was of 10 singing males between Buckden and Yockenthwaite on 13 th June. Contrary to
last year with only one breeding record, there were 7 this year with 4 in the Washburn valley (with 7 young
being rung in one nest) and the remainder in Upper Wharfedale, all between late May and late July (BOG,
PJC, CJC, JF, K&AH, GSH, D&ML, PD&JBP, PRo, GT, WNSB)
WHINCHAT (Saxicola rubetra)
014 Sightings/07 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably in shallow decline.
The species continues to be found in a few favoured localities, which can usually be relied on, namely
Ilkley Moor (maximum 4 recorded), Snowden Crags (maximum 1) and Barden (with a maximum of 8 on
6th August). The number of locations was well down this year with only 2 other records of 1/2 both from
Askwith Moor. The suspicion remains that reports are slowly reducing in number and that the species is
struggling to survive as a breeding bird in our area. 2 young were seen at the entrance to Littondale on 6 th
September whilst the numbers seen at Barden would suggest a family party (BB, BOG, OB, CJC, LGD, JF,
GSH, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR).
COMMON STONECHAT (Saxicola torquata)
051 Sightings/21 Sites
Scarce breeder/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
The number of sightings did not increase this year as they have done in recent years (the latter trend
presumably linked to the recent pattern of mild winters), although they were reported to be plentiful at
several sites in the Washburn. At this rate we shall soon be referring to it as a ‘common’ bird in the area!
It was widely recorded on the moors of mid-Wharfedale and Washburn, and at Barden, but with few
records further north (the most northerly record being from Kettlewell). There were several records
suggesting it is now wintering in the area in limited numbers, with Swinsty Reservoir now reported as a
reliable wintering site. There were 5 breeding records from Rombald's Moor (3), Barden (1) and Grimwith
(1) (MVB, BOG, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF, GSH, N&PH, D&ML, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo,
J&SW).
WHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe)
045 Sightings/24 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable.
The general feeling was that there were good numbers of this species this year. It is one of the few birds
where a significant proportion of the records are from north of Barden Bridge (i.e. 1/3 despite the fact that
only ~10% of total records are from this area). This suggests that the species is probably concentrated in
this area, possibly north from around Grassington; certainly the peak numbers were from that area with 7
pairs at Hebden Beck (mid April) and 10 on the slopes of Great Whernside (early May). Birds were
recorded on a number of moors in mid-Wharfedale and Washburn including Reva Hill, Burley, Ilkley,
Askwith, Timble, Kex Ghyll and Rocking Hall Moor. There were only three reports of juveniles - from
Burley Moor, Buckden pike and Yockenthwaite (BB, BOG, OB, CJC, LGD, K&AH, GSH, N&PH,
D&ML, PD&JBP, JP, AP&GF, DLR, PRo, GT, J&SW).
RING OUZEL (Turdus torquatus)
011 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population declining.
After the difficult weather at breeding time last year this year's
experiences were disastrous with numbers of sightings and sites both
halved compared with last year. Members searched traditional and
reliable sites on Rombald's Moor and in the Washburn in vain. The
only local record was from a 'dog-walker' who took an interest in the
times of arriving birds and reported a single sighting near the
Swastika Stone, which members followed up without success. Barden
Moor and Hebden Beck proved the only reliable spots in the area to
see this species. Many of this years' sightings were of single birds,
although there were sightings of 2 birds at both Barden and Hebden
and a pair was seen on the slopes of Great Whernside near Providence
Pot. There was a late record from the same area on 24th October, presumably of a passage bird (BOG, JF,
PD&JBP, JP, AP&GF, PBR, PRo, JTo).
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BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
Remains a common and widespread breeding bird present throughout the year, with winter numbers being
significantly enhanced due to the influx of continental migrants. Nationally there is some evidence of a
decline in breeding numbers but this trend is not yet obvious in the gardens in our area. One in Menston
reported up to 26 in the garden on a daily basis at the start of the year. Gardens also reported numerous
th
breeding successes with young seen between 10 thMay and 6 July
(A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, LGD,
JF, K&AH, D&RH, K&PL, O&DM, PRo, JSc, HJ&BS, J&SW, WNSB).
FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris)
072 Sightings/28 Sites
Common winter/passage visitor.
The pattern for this species is very similar to that for redwings below, except that there were generally
larger flocks of fieldfares around in the spring - peaking at 500+ at Timble on 18 th March (MVB, A&DB,
N&AB, BB, BOG, DB, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, D&ML, K&PL, O&DM, PD&JBP, JP, PBR, DLR, JTo,
J&SW).
SONG THRUSH (Turdus philomelos)
071 Sightings/32 Sites
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population still apparently increasing.
They were reported as 'doing well', with 'good numbers in the Washburn and Wharfedale', and with
sightings slightly up on last year; several sightings were received from an Addingham garden which had
had no visits last year. It now seems beyond doubt that an improvement is occurring in our area. There
were sightings throughout the region with breeding reported from Beamsley (2 nests) and 3 young fledged
in an Addingham garden. No large groups were recorded this year. The earliest record of singing was 16th
February at Otley but birds had started up again this autumn with 3 singing lustily in Riverside Park in
Otley on 23 rd November (MHA, A&DB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JF, K&AH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PBR,
DLR, PRo, J&PSc, B&PS, J&SW, WNSB).
REDWING (Turdus iliacus)
060 Sightings/21 Sites
Common winter/passage visitor.
The difference in redstart numbers at the start and end of the year were a good example of the importance
of winter food. With the limited natural food supplies last autumn the good numbers arriving in the
autumn of 2003 had all dispersed by the start of 2004: a 10-mile walk in the Washburn in mid-January
produced only 2 sightings. The largest flock size recorded in the first 2 months was only ~20! Numbers
built up from mid-March to mid-April as birds passed through, with 100 reported on the Washburn valley
sides on 17 th March and the last recording of the season being of 150 over Chelker on 15 th April. There
was a big influx in the autumn with many hundreds of winter thrushes reported in the Washburn in October
and November (with numbers, someone suggesting, being large rather than very large). A massive roost at
Norwood Edge peaked at >10,000 on 4 th November although, as elsewhere this year, fieldfare seemed
rather more common than redwing; only 10% of the roost was reported as redwing. There were a number
of sightings of flocks in the hundreds (with 200+ at Otley on 26 th December) (MVB, A&DB, BB, N&AB,
BOG, D&HB, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, N&PH, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, B&PS,
J&SW).
MISTLE THRUSH (Turdus viscivorus)
092 Sightings/36 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing.
Few sightings were received but the species would still seem to be widespread and prospering. It is easily
observed virtually throughout the year although does become rather more elusive when moulting in
summer. There were reports of a flock of 17 at Barden Tower on 15 th August and 20 at Sun Lane on 12 th
September, during the one time of the year when this species tends to congregate. However, there were
also largish numbers later in the year with 14 at Skyreholme in early November and 20 at Barden
viewpoint on 7 th December (B, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, H&JF, JF, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM, JP,
AP&GF, PRo, J&PSc, B&PS, GT, J&SW, WNSB).
SEDGE WARBLER (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus)
026 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population stable, possibly increasing.
Most sightings came from Otley GP; the other sightings were from around Fewston and from Grimwith,
although the latter only involved single birds in May and August. There were at least 3 or 4 pairs at Otley
although no records were received of breeding there. The only record of breeding in the area was of 2
pairs feeding families at Fewston on 19 th July (N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, K&PL, JF, AP&GF, PBR,
PRo, JTo, GT, J&SW).

77

REED WARBLER (Acrocephalus scirpaceus)
011 Sightings/01 Sites
Passage visitor/Scarce breeding migrant.
After 2 sightings last year over a 2-week period in May, there were records this year between the end of
May and the end of July with the first record of breeding at the site with 2 young ringed (N&AB, BOG,
OB, PJC, PBR, PRo).
LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia curruca)
003 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population fluctuates but currently in decline.
The species is struggling in the area and there was a further deterioration on last year's poor record with
sightings from only 3 sites compared with 5 last year. The only records were from lower Washburn - at
Lindley Green on 25 th April and Quarry Hill on 7 th May, and from Otley on 10 th May (BOG, AP&GF,
PBR).
COMMON WHITETHROAT (Sylvia communis)
018 Sightings/07 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable.
There is a healthy population in a stretch along the Wharfe between Otley Wetlands, through Riverside
Park and Gallows Hill to Pool Mill with probably 1 or 2 pairs at each location. There was a first breeding
th
record at Otley with a juvenile seen being fed on 6
August whilst a bird was seen carrying food at
Gallows Hill on 2nd June. The only other 2 records were from Barden, possibly of passage birds (BB, PJC,
CJC, JDe, JF, PD&JBP, PBR, PRo).
GARDEN WARBLER (Sylvia borin)
042 Sightings/18 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable.
Well distributed in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, but only recorded in upper-Wharfedale twice this
year around Drebley and Skyreholme. There were reports of reasonable numbers at several sites in the
main area; breeding was recorded at Farnley Lake, Nell Bank and Gallows Hill (MVB, BB, N&AB, BOG,
OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF, GSH, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, DLR, PRo, JTo).
BLACKCAP (Sylvia atricapilla)
082 Sightings/30 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor/winter visitor: population increasing.
The species is distributed throughout the area (but not on high ground), and in sufficient numbers to be
fairly easy to find. However, it is rather scarce in the upper reaches of the Wharfe, where there were only
records from Barden, Drebley, Appletreewick, Burnsall, Kettlewell and Buckden. BTO reported numbers
holding steady this year: sightings were slightly up in our area. There was continuing evidence of birds
from the continent over-wintering in the area with a number of winter records (usually garden) received.
At the start of the year there was a male in Burley in January and a female in Menston in early February.
In the winter there was 1 male and 2 females in Menston and a male and female in Ilkley. The only other
record was a single bird at Ben Rhydding gravel pits. Breeding was confirmed at Pool Mill and in an
Addingham garden and probable at a site in the Washburn (DA, MVB, A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC,
CJC, LGD, JF, K&AH, GSH, N&PH, D&ML, K&PL, P&BM, PD&JBP, DLR, PRo, JTo, GT, J&SW,
WNSB)
WOOD WARBLER (Phylloscopus sibilatrix)
025 Sightings/09 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant: population declining at an accelerating rate in recent years.
Nationally in serious decline and this is being reflected in our area. However, the news for this species was
mixed this year. Numbers were undoubtedly down with a maximum of 6 singing birds reported on several
occasions from Strid Woods, their local stronghold, well down from the maximum of 10 last year and 17 in
2003. The positive aspect to 2004 was a significant increase in the number of records from the Washburn
(up from 2 sightings to 9 - with 5 of these from the Thruscross and Low Dam area). The only record of a
pair in the Washburn was at Dob Park but, on the other hand, the only evidence of any breeding this year
was of a bird carrying food at Hanging Wood, Thruscross. The species struggles to hang on in Hebers
Ghyll and Panorama Wood where there were only 2 sightings of single bird (MVB, BOG, PJC, CJC, JF,
PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, PRo, JTo, GT, J&SW, WNSB).
CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus collybita)
086 Sightings/31Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
This species appears to be doing very well in the area. BTO reported numbers of this species and blackcap
were holding up this year; in our area there was some increase (25%) in the reported sightings. Reports
were received from suitable sites (on lower ground) throughout the Washburn and mid-Wharfedale with
good numbers of singing birds. They were reported as common throughout the Washburn (wherever there
was woodland) with numbers around Lindley Wood seeming particularly high. Records from Upper
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Wharfedale were sparse with no records received from north of Grimwith, although a number were
reported from there. Numbers held up throughout September with no means of knowing whether a number
of sightings in October were of late departures or early arriving wintering birds. There were no records of
wintering birds in January and February but 2 records from the Washburn in the late autumn - singles at
Dob Park on 29 th November and Lindley Wood on 8 th December. Breeding is no doubt extensive
throughout the area wherever suitable habitat exists: there were records of 2 or 3 breeding at Pool Mill, and
Farnley Lake and a juvenile was reported in a Menston garden in mid-September (MHA, MVB, BB,
N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, N&PH, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo, GT,
WNSB).
WILLOW WARBLER (Phylloscopus trochilus)
085 Sightings/32 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
This under-reported species breeds in good numbers and seems to be holding its own. It is found
throughout the area, including the upper reaches of the Wharfe (the majority of reports for the latter area
coming from Grimwith and Langstrothdale). Trying to count them was a somewhat distracting exercise
because of the numbers around, but numbers in April reached ~20 at Otley and 26 at Grimwith, whilst in
the following month 15 were counted on a short walk in Langstrothdale and there were 17 around
Grimwith. In the autumn, migratory movements were noted at Kex Ghyll with 25+ in mid August. The
only record of breeding was of an adult with young at Low Snowden in mid-July (BOG, OB, PJC, CJC,
JDe, LGD, JF, K&AH, N&PH, D&RH, P&BM, PD&JBP, JP, AP&GF, K&PL, DLR, PRo, JTo, B&PS,
WNSB).
GOLDCREST (Regulus regulus)
068 Sightings/30 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
Although resident, local movement does occur particularly in prolonged cold weather: this is another bird
that has benefited from the absence of harsh winters. It is unobtrusive, and generally located by its unique
high-pitched call and thus elusive and undoubtedly under-recorded. However, it appears to be present, and
doing well, throughout the recording area at suitable sites particularly around stands of conifers. However,
in upper Wharfedale almost all the records received were from Littondale. Garden records are becoming
increasingly common and an Addingham garden reported 1 present throughout the winter until April.
There were numerous records of large flocks over the wintering months. At the start of the year 'dozens'
were reported at Farnley Lake in January, whilst there were 20+ at Timble Ings and Kex Ghyll in late
September and early October and ~40 at Timble Ings in late November. There was an encouraging record
of breeding from Addingham with a first brood raised at the end of May and another 5 fledged on 9 th July.
Breeding was also recorded from Farnley Lake and Howgill but a deserted nest with 6 eggs was found at
Beamsley (A&DB, BOG, OB, PJC, JF, GSH, D&ML, K&PL, DLR, PRo, B&PS, J&SW).
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa striata)
029 Sightings/18 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population decreasing at accelerating rate but Strid Wood
and the middle-Wharfe still appear to be strongholds.
This species has been in long term decline both nationally and locally, a trend that seems to be showing no
sign of abating. The species is becoming increasingly difficult to find. It is now sparse in the Washburn,
occasionally found in mid Wharfedale (with Strid Woods still the best local stronghold but with only very
small numbers there), and with a small number of sightings (6 - but a surprisingly high proportion) from
upper Wharfedale, especially in Littondale and Langstrothdale. Two fortunate members reported birds in
their gardens in Ilkley and Addingham. The only good news of the year was several sightings of young.
There were 2 sightings towards the end of July of 2 adults and 2 young flycatching from the gravestones
around Arncliffe church and a family of 1 adult with at least 5 young at Hubberholme. A month later there
were family parties 6+ birds in Strid Woods and 4 at Askwith and Dob Park (MVB, BB, N&AB, BOG,
OB, PJC, CJC, JF, GSH, D&ML, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo, GT).
PIED FLYCATCHER (Ficedula hypoleuca)
032 Sightings/09 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly declining.
This species is generally restricted to a few selected breeding sites. The Strid Wood area and the
Washburn Valley (especially Folly Hall Wood) are local strongholds for this species, but it also ranges up
the Wharfe Valley, with one record from upper Wharfedale from Grassington. Birds were also heard
singing at Middleton Woods and Nell Bank, but no nests were found. The number of sightings held up
compared with last year but it was another grim record for breeding with a lot of predation. At Dob Park 2
out of 6 nest boxes produced only 9 young: all the other nest boxes were predated including 2 where 7 eggs
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and 5 eggs were lost. At Low Snowden only one out of 5 nest boxes produced 7 young. Two of the others
produced 0 eggs, whilst 6 young were predated and 6 eggs deserted (MVB, BOG, PJC, CJC, JF, GSH,
PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, PRo, JTo, GT, J&SW, WNSB).
LONG TAILED TIT (Aegithalos caudatus)
103 Sightings/31 Sites
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
Thought to be doing well at the present time, a trend no doubt linked to our mild winters – one observer
noted that they had had a 'splendid' year. There were numerous reports of family parties and flocks, with
the largest flock reported 60+ at Farnley Lake on 30 th September (MVB, A&DB, BB, N&AB, OB, PJC,
CJC, LGD, JF, N&PH, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, O&DM, JP, PBR, DLR, PRo, J&PSc, JTo, WNSB).
MARSH TIT (Parus palustris)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder(?): significant decline in recent decades but recently evidence of
some improvement.
Although there are estimated to be more than 10,000 pairs in the UK this species is red-listed because of
the rapid decline (>50%) in the UK breeding population in the last 25 years. It was another poor year for
this species with few sightings. Also, remarkably, it was the only species seen only in Upper Wharfedale.
A single bird was at Birks Wood, Buckden on 16 th June (where 4 birds were seen last year) and a bird was
seen on a feeder in Littondale on 8thDecember (MVB, JF).
WILLOW TIT (Parus montanus)
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder(?): dramatic national decline in recent decades mirrored here.
Although there are estimated to be more than 10,000 pairs in the UK this species is red-listed because of
the rapid decline (>50%) in the UK breeding population in the last 25 years. The serious decline also
continues in this area (from the large number of 16 sightings in 2002 and sightings from 2 sites last year).
The species was seen only at Farnley Lake (where it was also recorded last year) on 30 th September and
26th December (BOG).
COAL TIT (Parus ater)
046 Sightings/20 Sites
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
Appears to be doing well at suitable sites in both valleys and was frequently reported in gardens: in one of
which it was reported as the most common bird in the first quarter! This species is less likely to use nest
boxes, preferring natural nest sites (except in conifer plantations), so there were fewer detailed records.
However 7 were ringed in Howgill Wood and there was another report of a nest with 5 chicks in the
bottom of a wall (MHA, A&DB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, H&JF, N&PH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM,
PRo, JSc, B&PS, J&SW, WNSB).
GREAT TIT (Parus major) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Clearly very common, widespread and successful, although one observer felt numbers might be slightly
down this year - it continues to be well reported in member's gardens. It was a successful breeding season
with 25 boxes around Washburn and mid-Wharfedale produced 171 young (there were 4 failed nests - 2
deserted, 1 predated and 1 with 4/5 young) (PRo), i.e. 6.84 young/nest rather better (+20%) than last year's
figure of 5.57 (MHA, A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, H&JF, JF, K&AH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PRo,
J&PSc, J&SW, WNSB).
BLUE TIT (Parus caeruleus) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Comments much as for great tits. It was a reasonably successful breeding season with 47 boxes around
Washburn and mid-Wharfedale produced 314 (PRo), i.e. 6.68 young/nest which was more or less identical
with last year's 6.58. This reflects the fact that there were a significantly more failed nests than for the
great tits, i.e. 5 deserted (1 with young) and 7 containing a number of dead varying between 1 dead chick
out of 9 to 8 dead out of 9 (MHA, A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, CJC, H&JF, JF, K&AH, HJ&BS, K&PL,
O&DM, JP, DLR, PRo, HS, JTo, J&SW, WNSB).
NUTHATCH (Sitta europaea)
044 Sightings/22 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population probably stable but has declined in the Washburn valley.
No apparent overall change in status this year. They are doing well in Wharfedale but sightings in the
Washburn continue to be rare (this year there were four reports from around Dob Park Bridge and one
from Swinsty). This follows a marked downturn over the last decade, for which there appears to be no
obvious explanation. Most sightings in the Wharfe Valley were from Strid Wood south. In Strid Woods
they were reported to be 'abundant' and easy to see, and very vocal: in Sun Lane, where they have been rare
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in the past, one was heard regularly in August and September. In the upper area there were several reports
from Grass Wood and up into Langstrothdale, and from Arncliffe. At the later site two were chasing each
other, when one reared up vertically and puffed out its chest, totally changing its usual streamlined shape
so that it was almost unrecognisable, and called vigorously. Garden sightings were quite common and
there were young in an Ilkley garden. The only other record of attempted breeding was in Middleton
Wood where an adult was found dead on 7 eggs (DA, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, H&JF, JF,
D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo, J&SW, WNSB).
TREECREEPER (Certhia familiaris)
055 Sightings/23 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing.
Although present throughout our area most sightings were from Strid Wood south but, unlike the nuthatch,
it was also recorded throughout the Washburn up to Low Dam, with 'good numbers' reported from Farnley
Lake. Records from above Barden Bridge were rare - the only one being from Appletreewick. It is not a
readily seen bird and has an insignificant call so can be easily missed. The most regular records were from
Strid Woods (where 6 were sighted, mostly on the west bank where they appeared to be more common),
Otley and Knotford Nook. Numbers are thought to be at a high level and there is no reason to doubt that
this species has had another successful year. Two breeding records were received - 5 young were ringed at
Dob Park and young were recorded at Low Mill, Addingham (A&DB, OB, PJC, H&JF, JF, CH, N&PH,
D&RH, D&ML, K&PL, O&DM, PRo, J&SW, WNSB).
JAY (Garrulus glandarius)
042 Sightings/24 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Widespread and successful throughout our area, but less so in Upper Wharfedale, presumably linked to the
sparse woodland cover: a sighting of a bird flying upriver in Halton Gill was recorded as being 'very
unusual there'. They are coming increasingly into gardens sometimes on a regular basis, especially in the
autumn and winter. Records were generally of 1 or 2 birds, although there were 4 together at Storiths on
27th October (MVB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF, N&PH, DLR, JTo, J&SW).
MAGPIE (Pica pica) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable but increasing in urban environment.
This species is widespread in suburban locations but surprisingly scarce in rural situations - perhaps due to
competition with game rearing interests? In Upper Wharfedale there were records of 3 birds in
Langstrothdale and 1 west of Arncliffe. This most handsome of birds is much under-recorded but remains
disliked by most garden birdwatchers, where they frequently seen. One reporter described them as having
th
become a plague of them in his garden. A juvenile was present in a Menston garden on 8
July. The
th
highest number recorded was 6 at Otley on 8 October (A&DB, JF, K&AH, JSc, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM,
JP, J&SW, WNSB).
JACKDAW (Corvus monedula) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
Probably the most common bird in Wharfedale. Large flocks running into hundreds (and often mixed with
Rooks) are everywhere in winter. In fact at the start of the year when the numbers of birds were much
diminished, because of shortages of natural food, the numbers of jackdaws everywhere seemed largely
unaffected. It is an attractive bird whose cheerful calls are especially welcome in winter when there may
be very few other birds to be heard. It is increasingly inclined to visit gardens and is now very adept at
th
using peanut feeders. The largest number of birds recorded was 674 leaving their roost at Otley on 5
December (A&DB, N&AB, OB, H&JF, JF, K&AH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, JP, JTo, WNSB).
ROOK (Corvus frugilegus)
023 Sightings/18 Sites
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population probably increasing.
Rookeries are common at suitable wooded sites in Lower Wharfedale and the Washburn but also present
throughout Upper Wharfedale at appropriate sites and especially along the length of Littondale. Winter
flocks can number several hundred often mixed with Jackdaws. They are increasingly inclined to visit
gardens albeit remaining very wary. As with Jackdaws their winter calling can be very welcome at a time
when few other species are vocalising (N&AB, JF, K&AH, HJ&BS, K&PL, JP, WNSB).
CARRION CROW (Corvus corone) (C)
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
Remains numerous throughout the area, including the high dales and moors, notwithstanding the inevitable
competition with game rearing interests. Numbers are thought to have increased in recent decades as
culling has somewhat diminished, and this will certainly cause problems for other species, e.g. lapwing,
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whose nests and chicks it readily predates. It will also take on quite large birds. There was a report of a
crow folding its wings around a magpie and pecking it vigorously as both fell out of the sky onto ground.
Fortunately for the magpie 2 other crows present did not join in and when the crow realised it was being
watched it released the magpie and all flew off. It is liable to nest wherever suitable trees occur, including
in suburbia and will visit gardens if suitable food is available - one Menston garden reported regular visits
by a bird during the summer. Large numbers of crows were recorded passing through Kex Ghyll and
heading west - 39 on 1 stand 13 on the 6 th September, although where they were heading remain a mystery
(A&DB, BOG, JF, K&AH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PKS, K&PL, O&DM, JP, WNSB).
RAVEN (Corvus corax)
062 Sightings/17 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population increasing.
At the present time there is every reason to suppose that this bird is continuing to slowly make breeding
inroads into our area albeit usually limited to Upper Wharfedale. Nearly all records came from Barden and
the area to the north, with the only exceptions being sightings at Kex Ghyll (2), Denton Moor and the
Chevin, whilst one recorder was lucky enough to observe 2 flying over his Ilkley garden onto the moor on
23rd October. A maximum of 6 was recorded several times at Barden during the late summer and early
autumn, which presumably represented a family party. There was also an unusually large brood of 6
young raised in Upper Wharfedale and recorded in late April. The species is undoubtedly suffering from
some culling by game-rearing interests, which will be hindering its expansion, (MVB, N&AB, BOG, DB,
PJC, CJC, LGD, JF, K&AH, K&PL, JP, AP&GF, PRo, HJ&BS, GT).
STARLING (Sturnus vulgaris) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: serious decline in national population but probably stable in
area.
Although there is no obvious change in status in this much under-recorded species it seems likely that the
significant national reduction of recent times has also been felt in this area. Winter flocks (which may
include continental migrants) may be found anywhere around the valleys and often run into hundreds,
st
although the only record of a large one this year was a flock of 250 on the Addingham bypass on 21
nd
September. There was an especially large roost in the tops of trees in Hebers Gyll on 2
June possibly
numbering several hundred and producing an enormous cacophony of sound within 100 yards of it.
Garden records may run into tens where suitable food has been put out: an Addingham garden recorded 50
- 60 at the end of January, whilst a Menston garden recorded daily numbers up to 20 throughout the
summer. Breeding occurs throughout the area in suitable tree holes and buildings, including the roof
spaces of local housing (MHA, A&DB, JF, K&AH, N&PH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM, DLR, JSc,
J&SW, WNSB).
HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)
038 Sightings/22Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population has decreased but probably currently stable.
This species has undoubtedly declined in the area in accordance with the national trend over at least the
last 25 years as measured by the BTO, although we continue to clutch at hopeful signs. The decline would
appear to be particularly marked in rural areas. (It is believed that reducing brood sizes is a major problem
so the rural decline, perhaps, reflects the effects of intensive farming.) There were reasonable signals from
urban areas whilst some of the communities in upper Wharfedale appear to have healthy populations. In
the Washburn valley above Leathley it is not far from being extinct (although one farm in particular
continues to maintain a healthy population for some unknown reason - there were a lot there this year in
the spring). In Ilkley finding small groups has become something of a challenge and sightings were
reported from behind the Clarke Foley, Kings Close, Railway Road, Leeds Road and Castle Hill. Birds
were recorded in a number of gardens in Otley and Burley. In Otley a garden near the river saw up to 8 on
a regular basis in the spring, whilst in Burley there were 12 on a garden feeder at the end of July, which
increased to 20 in the subsequent days. In upper Wharfedale there was lots of calls from bushes and
hedges around Grassington's GPO Sorting Office in February, whilst in the villages healthy populations
were recorded in Litton (50 - 80) Burnsall and Arncliffe (20 - 30) and Halton Gill (10 - 20). A leucistic
bird was seen at Litton on 17 th August. Perhaps as a final message of hope for this perky little species, a
small group had taken over 3 out of 4 house martin nests in Askwith and one subsequently raised a
successful brood (MHA, MVB, A&DB, PJC, CJC, JF, K&AH, N&PH, PD&JBP, HJ&BS, K&PL,
O&DM, AP&GF, PBR, JSc, HS).
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TREE SPARROW (Passer montanus)
017 Sightings/05 Sites
Rare breeding resident: population declining and remaining in danger of extinction in area.
Probably just hanging on as a breeding bird after a significant decline in the lower reaches of the Wharfe
valley in parallel with the precipitous national decline (over 90%). Unfortunately some recovery in
national figures has not yet been reflected in our area but there may some cause for hope! Knotford Nook
remains the species stronghold and there was an excellent breeding season there with three broods (6 rung
on 6th May, 5 on 167 th June and 4 on 28 th July). However, there are continuing signs of a small population
north of the river in Otley. Two pairs were seen in the early stages of courtship at Throstle Nest Farm,
Otley in mid February. Subsequently, 3 fledged young were seen there early in June. 2 young were also
reported feeding in a garden in Newall with Clifton. Finally, as last year, there was a single sighting in the
Washburn with a bird on a feeder at Bland Hill on 8thDecember (BB, BOG, CJC, OB, PBR, PRo, HS).
CHAFFINCH (Fringilla coelebs) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
Widespread throughout the area but little reported. The highest garden count was from Ilkley with 7
during April (A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, H&JF, JF, K&AH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM, JP, PRo,
J&PSc, WNSB).
BRAMBLING
(Fringilla montifringilla)
031 Sightings/18 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
A winter non-breeding migrant
from the continent. The extent of
its presence is generally dependent
on the beech mast harvest (an
Three male Bramblings: a first winter bird, an adult, an unusual pale
important food source for this
headed bird with a striking black mask. Seen feeding together on
species). However, whilst the
sunflower heart tray.
Drawing by Leo Robinson.
small numbers at the start of the
year was consistent with this,
autumn was also very poor for this species despite the good quantities of natural foods. At the start of the
year, Washburn again proved the only reliable place to see them, but there were a surprising number of
garden records (perhaps reflecting the food shortages). They were recorded in gardens in Otley, Burley,
and Ilkley, whilst a late recording at Addingham on 9 th April was of a male in full breeding plumage. The
only sizeable flocks reported were 30+ Fewston on 10 th January and ~40 from Norwood Edge during
February. The species seemed particularly scarce in the winter and all the early records were of never
more than a 'few' in mixed finch flocks. The first large flock reported was not until the end of the year
when there were ~50 at Anchor Farm on 28 th December (DA, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF, K&PL,
O&DM, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, HS, HJ&BS, J&SW).
GREENFINCH (Carduelis chloris) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
Not a popular bird with reporters, although no-one was driven to report 'a plague from late summer' as
happened last year. It is certainly one of the most under-recorded common birds. It continues to prosper,
th
with several people reporting large numbers in their gardens. There were 28 in an Ilkley garden on 9
January and up to 24 during September in a Menston garden (MHA, A&DB, DB, OB, PJC, JF, K&AH,
N&PH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM, DLR, PRo, JSc, J&SW, WNSB).
GOLDFINCH (Carduelis carduelis)
085 Sightings/41 Sites
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing.
Well reported from gardens in the winter, but more widely for the rest of the year. The increasing numbers
of records of this species and the sites where it is seen are consistent with one comment that it seems to
becoming increasingly common. Sizeable flocks were seen throughout the area, especially in the autumn.
rd
The only large flock at the start of the year was of 32 in Addingham on 23
January. In the autumn,
though, they seemed particularly common. Flock sightings included 100 between Arncliffe and Litton on
7th September, 30+ in Bastow Wood on 4 th October and 100+ in the Sun Lane area on 21 st November.
There were numerous breeding records from gardens across the area with reports covering much of the
summer with an Addingham garden reporting 4 juveniles being fed on 16 thJune and a later brood of 2 or 3
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being fed on 4th September (MHA, MVB, A&DB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, K&AH, D&RH, HJ&BS,
K&PL, AP&GF, DLR, O&DM, PRo, J&PSc, GT, J&SW, WNSB).
SISKIN (Carduelis spinus)
067 Sightings/24 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: breeding population increasing.
Most often seen in over-wintering flocks prior to a northerly breeding movement, but evidence is
increasing of birds staying. Sightings came from every month of the year, which reinforces the view that
there is now extensive breeding in our area: juveniles were seen in an Addingham garden on 18 th May and
17th July (the second year running that juveniles have been reported), whilst there were 2 adults and 2
young at a Beamsley garden feeder on 22 nd June. However, as usual, records were sparse in the summer
months between June and August with numbers flooding back in the autumn. 'Flooding' may not have
been the most appropriate word to use this year since, unlike the winter thrushes and waxwings, the smaller
migrants - brambling, siskin and redpoll all seemed to be scarce. Records are concentrated in midWharfedale and lower Washburn, and the species is often seen with Redpoll in small flocks. Numbers
were good at the start of the year with frequent reports from Otley of a flock of up to 60 in January.
February is a peak month for this species on garden feeders. An Ilkley garden reported it was the
commonest bird with up to 16 present, whilst there were up to 10 in an Addingham. In the autumn all the
th
reports of largish flocks were in the last 6 weeks with ~40 above Lindley Wood on 28
November and
100+ at Farnley Lake on the last day of the year (MVB, A&DB, BB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD,
JF, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, J&PSc, HJ&BS, J&SW).
LINNET (Carduelis cannabina)
014 Sightings/09 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant: population stable.
This is a summer visitor that mostly migrates south for winter. The species enjoys a stronghold in the area
but numbers seemed down for the second year running (with the number of sightings only half of last
year). Against that, there were records of a 'great' breeding season from the Washburn - from Askwith
Moor and Low Snowden. The limited records were from across Wharfedale and the Washburn. Flocks of
20+ were recorded at Lindley Wood on 27 th April and 12 at Grimwith on 17 th August (N&AB, BOG, OB,
CJC, JDe, JF, PD&JBP, PBR, PRo).
TWITE (Carduelis flavirostris)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant: population declining.
This species is red-listed because of the historic population decline in the UK between 1800 and 1995.
The species is now scarce in our area, although small numbers remain in its South Pennines stronghold. In
that area the RSPB has started a two-pronged policy to reverse the decline. In the short term it is putting
down seed; in the longer term, it is seeking to work with farmers to improve the habitat on the moorland
edges where the species breed. There are one or two local reservoirs where birds are fed (at Leeshaw
Reservoir near Oxenhope and Cant Clough above Burnley). We get the occasional bird straying into our
area from this population, but there was only one record this year of a single bird (compared with two
singles sightings last year). It was seen at Knotford Nook on 16th August (JDe).
LESSER REDPOLL (Carduelis cabaret)
036 Sightings/15 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be in shallow decline.
This species is recorded throughout mid Wharfedale and the Washburn, but in upper Wharfedale the only
sightings were from Grimwith. In the spring, and unlike the previous year, there was only one garden
record this year - from Addingham. In the autumn, numbers seemed distinctly down as with siskin and
brambling. Sightings at the start of the year were of small numbers (up to 5 or 6, but usually fewer).
Flocks in the autumn were smaller than usual with a maximum of 20 at Fewston on 22 nd November (BOG,
OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, HJ&BS, WNSB).
MEALY REDPOLL (Carduelis flammea)
001 Sightings/01Sites
Uncommon and erratic winter visitor
The lesser and mealy redpoll were split some years ago, but some authorities appear to have been lumped
backed together - I have kept them separate for the moment. There was a single record of a male on an
Addingham feeder on 14thApril (DLR).
COMMON CROSSBILL (Loxia curvirostra)
005 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population erratic due to irruptive behaviour.
A scarce breeding bird, which occasionally irrupts into the area from the continent - such an event occurred
in 1997 and 2003. Whilst numbers were holding up in 2004 there was a crash in the number of sightings in
2004 (down from 46 to 5). There were no records until after mid-July and these were of small numbers (5
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or less) until records from the Anchor Farm area when a flock of ~30 - 60 was reported on 31stOctober and
from where there were reports of several calling on 28 th December (during the great hawfinch search).
This species has been known to breed in the area but there were no confirmed records (BOG, JDe, PBR,
HJ&BS).
BULLFINCH (Pyrrhula pyrrhula)
069 Sightings/28 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable with stronghold in Washburn.
National downward trends continue to give considerable cause for concern, but there was again an
extensive set of reports for our area, which would suggest that they are doing reasonably well here.
Sightings were from mid Wharfedale and the Washburn with no records upstream of Strid Woods:
sightings of between 2 and 4, including family parties, were reported to be frequent in the Washburn and at
Sun Lane. Reports were received for every month of the year albeit with limited sightings between mid
August and through September. There were fewer records of successful breeding from garden records but
st
there was a juvenile in an Addingham garden in 21 June,
a family party of 4 in Menston during August
and 2 juveniles in the same Addingham garden on 8 th and 9th September (MHA, A&DB, BB, BOG, OB, PJC,
CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, O&DM, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, HJ&BS, J&SW).
HAWFINCH (Coccothraustes coccothraustes)
009 Sightings/01Sites
Rare visitor.
A bird, possibly a female, was found at Anchor farm, Timble Ings on 20th
December and was present until the end of the year, with a second bird seen
from the 28th. The species was found in the area until the mid-1970's and
then seen in several years in the mid-1980's but has only been recorded in 3
years since 1987. The bird is secretive and rarely ringed so there is
considerable uncertainty about its movements, but it is possible the bird
could be a migrant from Sweden (which has most of the Scandinavian
population) (BOG, PJC, JF, K&PL).
LAPLAND BUNTING (Calcarius lapponicus)
001 Sightings/01Sites
Rare vagrant.
A single record was submitted of a single bird seen at Kex Ghyll on the 15 th
February (JDe). This is a very rare species for the area with the only
previous sightings in 1984 and 2000. However, there were a number of
sightings from the East Coast of Yorkshire and Lincolnshire throughout
February.
REED BUNTING (Emberiza schoeniclus)
084 Sightings/15 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable.
Generally scarce but well-reported species, which is subject to local winter movement out of our area
and/or to lowland sites such as Otley, where it was reported in all months. It was reported from a number
of sites in mid Wharfedale and the Washburn, with the only sighting from upper Wharfedale from
Grimwith. Most reports, though, are usually for the breeding season from March to July with just a few
earlier/later sightings. Breeding was widely recorded from Otley (3 or 4 pairs), Hawksworth Moor (at least
th
5 breeding pairs), Otley Paper Mill, and Burley Moor, where there was a family party of 6 on 16
July.
Overall it appears to be doing well in a number of strongholds (PJC, BB, BOG, OB, CJC, JDe, JF,
PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, HJ&BS, GT).
SNOW BUNTING (Plectrophenax nivalis)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Rare passage migrant/winter visitor.
Local records are from moorland areas and usually from the southern Pennines (in the southern part of the
th
BOG area). In the WNS area there was a first year female on Rocking Hall Moor on 13
November
th
(D&ML) and a group of 9 birds on the 17
at the roadside on Fleet Moss (on the Hawes road at the
northernmost edge of our area) (MVB, D&ML).
YELLOWHAMMER (Emberiza citrinella)
008 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce breeding resident, which moves down the valley in winter; population declining but just holding on.
Usually observed, albeit very infrequently, in mid-Wharfedale and the lower Washburn with the situation
broadly the same as last year. All the sightings this year were from Leathley, which remains the
stronghold in our area; maximum numbers seen there were only 5 (between April and July - although this
compares with 3 last year). All the sightings were between mid-March and early September, but there
were no records of breeding (BOG, CJC, PBR, HJ&BS, O&DM).
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EXOTIC ESCAPEES
There were two records of obvious escapees:
There was a swan goose (Anser cygnoides) at Otley on 25 th April (BOG). (For those unfamiliar with this
species it has a swan's head with dark beak and a goose-type body with orange legs. It is the ancestor of the
domesticated Chinese goose).
An escaped Saker falcon (Falco cherrug) with jessies was first recorded in Bradford on 26 th July. The bird
had been in the grounds of St Luke's Hospital for some considerable time on various window ledges. The
staff had called the RSPCA and three NHS staff wearing heavy gloves were hoping to catch it and stuff into
a large cardboard box. The BOG observer recorded that he felt that their task was somewhat hopeless.
They'd brought no bait and seemed reluctant to tempt the bird with their sandwiches. Instead, the Saker flew
over their heads and chased a frightened blackbird and was last seen flying past the Barden viewpoint on 14 th
August.
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2004: FIRST AND LAST DATES FOR MIGRANTS
Summer Visitors
Species Date
Hobby
Oystercatcher
Little Ringed Plover
Ringed Plover
Common Sandpiper
Common Tern
Common Cuckoo
European Nightjar
Common Swift
Sand Martin
Barn Swallow
House Martin
Tree Pipit
Yellow Wagtail
Common Redstart
Whinchat
Northern Wheatear
Ring Ouzel
Sedge Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Common Whitethroat
Garden Warbler
Wood Warbler
Willow Warbler
Spotted Flycatcher
Pied Flycatcher
Linnet

First Recording
Last Recording
Site
Date
Site
09/04 Otley Wetland
04/09 Burley garden
16/01 Bolton Abbey
30/10 Barden Viewpoint
10/04 Kex Ghyll
02/06 Kex Ghyll
06/02 Grimwith Reservoir
04/04 Grimwith Reservoir
31/03 Lindley Wood Reservoir
22/08 Otley Wetland
01/05 Otley Wetland
28/06 Otley Wetland
23/04 Burley Woodhead
17/06 Thruscross Reservoir
28/05 Washburn
22/07 Washburn
21/04 Otley Wetland
25/08 Menston
15/03 Otley Wetland
18/09 Barden Viewpoint
20/03 Otley Wetland
16/10 Lindley area
24/03 Ilkley
02/10 Barden Viewpoint
23/04 Norwood Edge
01/10 Kex Ghyll
14/04 Thruscross Reservoir
22/09 Fewston Reservoir
23/04 Lower Washburn
26/08 Kex Ghyll
07/05 Snowden Crags
09/09 Askwith Moor
17/03 Sun Inn
15/09 Conistone Pie
27/03 Beamsley Beacon
09/05 Barden Moor
27/04 Otley Wetland 08/08 Grimwith Reservoir
25/04 Lindley Green
25/04 Gallows Hill
22/08 Otley Wetland
17/04 Otley Wetland 06/08 Otley Wetland
26/04 Strid Woods
16/06 Swinsty Reservoir
08/04 Hazlewood Moor
06/09 Dob Park
09/05 Dob Park 17/09 Fewston Reservoir
20/04 Folly Hall Woods
14/06 Grass Wood
17/03 Lindley Green
06/09 Chevin

Insufficient records (10 or less) to attach much confidence to these dates - unless species are
site-specific and that site is well watched, e.g. common tern and sedge warblers at Otley
Wetland, or the nightjar site in the Washburn
Omitted: Blackcap and chiffchaff, which winter
Winter Visitors
Last dates
Species Date Site Date Site
Common Goldeneye
24/04 Otley Wetland
Bohemian Waxwing
14/04 Otley
Fieldfare 17/04 Askwith
Redwing 15/04 Chelker Reservoir 30/09 Addingham
Brambling 22/04 Ilkley

First Dates
13/10
Otley Wetland
30/10
Ilkley Central Car Park
10/10 Kex Ghyll
16/10 Bolton Abbey

Omitted: Hen harrier - several sightings during summer
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Annex A

Annex B

2004 Figures and (hopefully) some Facts

For those who, like me, savour pouring over figures (and for future readers who might find this analysis
helpful) the following summarises the main features of this year's report and is intended to assist future
readers.
SIGHTINGS
2004 2003

Contributors 50 37
Sightings from WNS members
Records from BOG web site
TOTAL

5777
1470 (20%)
7247 6394

4491
1903 (30%)

The following table shows compares numbers of sightings above and below Barden Bridge.
figures for 3 of the more popular areas are shown:
2004 2003
Sightings %
1269 18 2023 32
1630 22 1137 18
1049
14
6351
88
169
2.3
145 2.0 67 1.0

Area
Washburn
Otley Wetland
Bolton Abbey Estate
Wharfedale (South): TOTAL
Grimwith Reservoir
Grassington area (Hebden to Grass
Wood)
Littondale 185 2.6 82 1.3
Wharfedale (North): TOTAL
897
TOTAL 7247 100 6394 100

12

For each area

Sightings %
1146
6047
92

18
95
1.4

327

5

SPECIES
Annual total
Area 2004 2003
Washburn 132
Otley Wetland
Bolton Abbey Estate
Wharfedale (South): TOTAL
Grimwith Reservoir
Grassington area (Hebden to Grass
Wood)
Littondale 57
Wharfedale (North): TOTAL
TOTAL

113
97
162
58
58

113

104 92
163 154

Additional sightings in 2004:
Feral/escapees: Barnacle goose, snow goose, golden pheasant and ring-necked parakeet
Exotic species: Swan goose and saker falcon
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Total species 1 seen in WNS area since 1945 (up to end 2004):
New species added this year: white stork (see species note)
Current total: 237 plus 8 probable feral/escapees plus 14 'exotics'
Trends
The value of keeping raw records comes down to one issue. What on earth can we deduce from a collection
of records submitted by a lot of people each of whom has their own view of what's worth recording? At one
end of the scale we can be sure that every sighting of a rare bird or passage migrant will be noted down. At
the other end the commoner birds go virtually unrecorded. In the middle is a broad band of maybe 50+ % of
species where different people adopt different policies of when they record a sighting - or don't. At the
moment buzzards are spreading eastwards and red kites are spreading westwards from Harewood so, even
though they are getting commoner, I suspect almost all sightings are recorded, but how long will that last?
This year, in order to avoid the danger of recorder bias, I have chosen to list (virtually) all submitted
sightings - which must have affected some of the numbers. We have also a significant reduction of BOG
sightings, which will also have had an effect. Consequently, after only two years it is far too early to try and
draw any firm conclusions - or even to form a view on whether it will ever be possible. At this stage I only
make some observations and have omitted several species where I know the number of sightings is much
higher this year because of my policy of listing all records, e.g. grebes, most species of wildfowl and
hirundines. In the following table I have modified the number of sightings to allow for the different number
of records received in each year, i.e. I have divided the number of sightings of a particular species by the
total number of sightings for that year - and then multiplied that by 1000 to get a nice round number (N):
Category Species N N

(2003)

(2004)

11

16

Goldfinch

8

12

Merlin
Little plover
Snipe

11
6
11

4
2
4

Kingfisher

11

8

Tawny owl

9

3

Insignificant change Cormorant 16 17
in frequency
of
sightings (examples)
Heron 11 13
Canada goose 13 14
Peregrine 10 9
Lapwing 17 16
Common 9 7
sandpiper
Grey wagtail 14 13
Raven 8 9
Significant increase Red kite
Significant reduction

Comments
(mainly from Classified List)

More around Washburn
than ever
before
Well represented in gardens; seems
increasingly common
Poor breeding season
Breeding at only 1 of 2 traditional sites
Aligned with personal view that they
were less common this year
Aligned with personal view that they
were less common this year
Poor breeding season

Judgements on categorisation have become hopelessly difficult with the growth of bird parks since the War
and the increase likelihood of escapees from these being able to survive and breed in the English countryside: I have
tried to adopt a common sense approach but it is, perforce, somewhat arbitrary. Released species included in the list are
red kite and mandarin duck (probable released). Canada and greylag geese are now accepted as part of the landscape
and are included; convention tends to view other geese species such as barnacle and snow goose as usually feral or
escapees. Two of this year's sightings, i.e. golden pheasant and ring-necked parakeet are now included on the British
list but only found 'in the wild' in specific regions in the SE and both are largely sedentary. These dilemmas were
discussed in an annex in last year's review.
1
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Redstart
Whinchat 6 4
Coal tit

6

4

Numbers a bit down this year

12

6

Crossbill

7

1

No comments this year on how
common they were c.f. 2003
Second year after eruption

Now, let's look at how the records compare with the BTO observations discussed in introduction?
Species increasing

Species holding up
Species patchy

Yellow wagtail

4

3

Tree pipit
Blackcap
Chiffchaff 9 12
Cuckoo

10
9

11
11

9

9

This reduction contradicts both the
BTO view and that of a Littondale
watcher who that it had been a good
year. Problem is there were a lot of
records of one group of birds over a
short period last year from one site Knotford Nook
Doesn't really support BTO suggestion
There was a general feeling that this
species was scarce this year. The little
difference between this and last year
almost certainly reflects the fact that
last year was also a bad one!

At this early stage, the results are interesting in suggesting some correlation between qualitative observations
by on-the-spot and regular observers and quantitative figures. However, the experience with the yellow
wagtail shows the dangers of limited numbers being distorted by a single, well-observed event. It remains to
be seen how much 'noise' there is in year-on-year figures because of our unsystematic method of collecting
sightings. For the moment, the most likely outcome is that the data will provide some quantitative support to
annual qualitative observations by on-the-ground experts.
SITES
The number of sites at which a species is recorded should be a powerful indicator of how widespread a
species is, but how do you define a site? My position is still evolving and it is definitely too early to draw
any conclusions. I am moving towards counting as one site, any locations that could lie within a species
territory, but this doesn’t really work very well for roving species like the red kite.
Good sites
2
The following numbers of species seen at some of the best sites is indicative only:
Otley (113) c.f. less well-watched Knotford Nook (69)
Washburn
Lindley Wood (76)
Fewston (37)
Thruscross (34)
Kex Ghyll (65)
Small Private Lake (49)
Bolton Estate
Barden View Point (55)
Strid Woods (50)
Upper Wharfedale
Grimwith (59)
2

Not least because of the limited reporting of the commoner species.
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Species (24) seen at only one site:
Washburn (7) comprising
Small Private Lake (1): willow tit
Kex Ghyll (2): little stint, Lapland bunting
Timble (2): nightjar, hawfinch
Washburn reservoirs (2): red-throated diver (Fewston), black scoter (Swinsty)
Otley Wetland (7): Bewick swan, black-tailed godwit, bar-tailed godwit, ruff, Mediterranean gull,
black tern, reed warbler
Bolton Estate (2) comprising
Barden Viewpoint (2): osprey, arctic skua
Others (8) comprising:
Addingham (1): mealy redpoll
Burley Moor (1): dotterel
Chelker (1): rock pipit
Knotford Nook (4): black-necked grebe, garganey, kittiwake, twite
Menston (1): barn owl
John Flood
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