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FOREWORD
2001 will long be remembered as a year of frustration and disappointment by all interested in wildlife and
the countryside. The foot and mouth outbreak has meant that much of the country, including our ‘patch’
(Wharfedale, Littondale and the Washburn Valley) has been out of bounds for most of the year and even as I
write, in January 2002, some areas are still closed.
This has meant that it has been impossible to observe the natural history events at anything like the number
of sites as in a normal year. It is a credit to the skill and determination of our Recorders, and all the members
who have given them reports, that we have the amount of information that we have in this review.
There have certainly been short-term effects on wildlife from this unusual year – birds and mammals will
have taken advantage of the lack of human disturbance and flowers will have benefited from the lack of
grazing where the livestock has been culled. With farms restocking and the walkers out on the hills again, it
remains to be seen whether there will be any lasting effects, although it does seem possible there will be less
over-grazing of the Dales in future. Our observations over the coming years will tell the story.
The restrictions meant that a number of our summer walks had to be changed or altered, sometimes at very
short notice, but the list at the front shows that we did manage a reasonable number of events, including a
summer outing. Many thanks to our Syllabus Secretary, Lesley, and others, for managing to organise so
much in spite of the very difficult circumstances, which were sometimes changing by the hour! We are
planning a bumper summer programme for 2002 to make up some of what we missed.
In the wider field we are now, at last, seeing the results of the 1991 Rio Summit filtering down to ground
level. At that Summit the nations committed themselves to action to increase biodiversity and this is has
meant that area authorities (of various types) are devising ‘BAPS’ (Biodiversity Action Plans) aimed at
increasing both the quantity and the variety of species. Members of your Committee have been involved in
the planning process of the Dales National Park programme called ‘Nature in the Dales’ which is identifying
species and habitats most in need of help and devising suitable Action Plans. The Harrogate area and
Bradford are starting to get organised but are not so advanced as The Dales.
This is a very welcome development and, most importantly, there seems to be money available to see at
least some of these BAPS through to action in the field. We shall keep a keen eye on developments and help
where we can.
We are pleased to see a new nature reserve being made at the Otley Gravel Pits following the cessation of
extraction. A management committee has been set up, with Peter Riley, our Bird Recorder, as its Chairman
but access is restricted until the site has been properly set up and arrangements agreed with the landowner.
This should be a valuable asset in the future.
I must record my thanks for all the hard work put in by the Committee, particularly the Secretary, Mike
Atkinson, who has been responsible for so much, and the Treasurer, Eric Hutchinson, who continues to look
after our finances so efficiently.
Finally, we were all delighted to hear of award to Joan Duncan of the M.B.E. for services to wildlife. Joan
has been active, within the Society and elsewhere, for most of the Society’s 56 year life and few can be more
deserving of this honour. She was chosen as our first Honorary Life Vice President in 1999. Congratulations
Joan, and very many thanks for all that you have done for the Society over the years.
Don Barrett

EDITORIAL
Welcome to a new decade of our publication with the new title: The Wharfedale Naturalist. We hope you
like it. The last change of name was in 1981 when it was altered from ‘WNS Transactions’ to ‘WNS
Review’ as well as changing from the smaller quarto to the current A4 size. This year our President
suggested the new name and his design and illustration give a new and promising image for a high tech
future.
In this issue we are grateful for new drawings of moths and fungi from Rachel Clapham, flower drawings
from Heather Burrow and some specially prepared bird drawings by John Giles to illustrate the bird report.
Incidentally we congratulate our Bird Recorder, Peter Riley on the publication of his book, A Guide to the
Birds of the Washburn Valley.
Note: correction to last year’s editorial. Ilkley Moor is part of the Special Protection Area of the South
Pennines.

Jenny Dixon and David Leather
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THINGS ARE HOTTING UP – OFFICIAL! PART TWO
In our Annual Review 1999 I wrote about some research that was then being done about the world’s climate,
and said that it had concluded that ‘the Earth’s atmosphere is warming up, and that means change’. Now, a
couple of years on, the evidence continues to mount up. The ten hottest years since 1850 have all been since
1988. Some of the changes it may mean for us are becoming clearer. A lot of scientists, all over the world,
are finding out, each in their own field, what this ‘global warming’ means. Seven of them came together this
year at a conference in York to see if there is a ‘Yorkshire Perspective’ about global warming.
‘The biggest environmental issue confronting humanity’.
The Earth is warming up because of the increase in the air in the amount of methane, dust and a few other socalled ‘greenhouse gases’. Carbon dioxide is the most important of all. It happens like this. Heat always
moves from hotter places to colder ones. Sunlight is relatively hot so it travels to the relatively colder Earth.
The heat in sunlight is ultraviolet, and it can penetrate down to Earth through the usual gases in the
atmosphere without any difficulty. If that was all that happens the Earth would just be getting hotter and
hotter. However, compared with the freezing temperatures of space around us, the Earth itself with its
volcanic interior feels hot, so it is radiating heat back to space. This cools the Earth down, normally more or
less at the same rate as the Sun is heating it up. But the problem is that the Earth’s heat is infrared and
infrared heat cannot easily pass through the greenhouse gases. So increasing the amount of greenhouse gases
in the air is like double-glazing, or even triple-glazing, the whole Earth. The Earth’s infrared heat cannot
escape into space, while the Sun’s ultraviolet keeps shining in and overall the amount of heat on and round
the Earth simply increases.
Records from places as far apart as Hawaii and the South Pole show a steady year-on-year increase in the
concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. In the period from 1957 to 1999 it has become nearly a
fifth higher. This is the ‘triple-glazing effect’. Samples of ice from the last half a million years, bored from
deep down in Antarctica, show that the concentration of carbon dioxide in the rain as it has been falling has
always been only about half or even a third of what it is now. The recent leap is unprecedented both in its
scale and in its rate.
Since 1860, records are available of the Earth’s average global surface temperature. During the years from
1860 to 1900 this average was steady. Beginning in 1900 temperature began to rise steadily and today it is
0.70C higher. It is showing no sign of slowing down. It looks as though in fifty years time we should expect
a rise of 1.5 to 2.00C. That doesn’t sound a lot, but the temperature differences between those in ice ages and
those in the warmer ‘inter-glacial’ periods in between have generally been only twice that amount, and
spread over much longer periods. So in a mere couple of centuries, the time from our grandparents’ birth to
that of our great-grandchildren, the gain in the Earth’s temperature is going to be half as much again as the
gain since the last ice age until today. That’s serious heating! Comparing the way that since 1860
temperature has increased with the way the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere also has increased
shows that the two increases have gone up in step. Very suspicious!
What a much higher global average temperature will actually mean for the UK and for Yorkshire and
Wharfedale requires a crystal ball that shows a lot of detail. Our UK climate depends on wind and sea
currents all round the globe. If the Gulf Stream slows down like El Niño has just done that will make a
major difference to us. Geology shows that the Gulf Stream has reversed before, sometimes in as short a
spell as fifty years. Even without anything as dramatic as that it looks as though we can expect a wetter
Scotland and southern England and a drier northern England. North-west Europe as a whole will become
colder. Yorkshire can expect temperature increases in the short term, and a colder long term.
Effects on wildlife.
Wildlife will migrate as the climate changes – if it can. When we had our last ice age the ice killed every
living thing in its path. Since then virtually all our British wildlife has come in from further south. For
instance, in 10,000 BC there was no broad-leaved woodland in Europe north of Greece. For living things to
move from there to here wasn’t at first physically difficult because then there was no English Channel and no
North Sea to hold them up. But the move took place at average speeds of less than 2 kilometres a year. To
keep pace with the changes now anticipated will mean that species could have to move ten times faster than
that.
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Can they do it? This depends partly on the actual pace of the warming but also on whether there are suitable
habitats available to which, and through which, they could move. What they will need is bigger ‘reserves’,
ready and waiting for them, with corridors joining these to their existing habitats. Not all species will cope.
Silver-spotted Skipper butterfly can move successfully from one site to another only if the new site is at least
a hectare in area and no more than 1 kilometre from the last one. This butterfly used to occur on the North
Yorkshire wolds but has been lost from there. Most probably it won’t be able to get back, even if the
conditions become more favourable. High Brown Fritillary and Speckled Wood find moving easier and are
on the increase in Yorkshire. Poppies, Nettles and Mayweed might be able to move in the new conditions,
but Bluebells and Wood Anemones almost certainly won’t. Nor is it just some species that are more
adaptable. Within even the same species some strains are proving more adaptable than others.
When our wildlife began its move north and west at the end of the last ice age suitable habitats were much
more continuous than they are now. We humans have been breaking up the continuity of the habitat ever
since we arrived, cutting the forests down and ploughing up the grassland and heath. Skipwith Common,
near Selby, is today the most northerly example of the ‘south of England’ type of heath. If temperatures rise
by 2060, as they almost undoubtedly will, the species which could migrate to fill the ‘new’ niche habitat at
Skipwith live at present as far away as Brittany and northern Spain. How are they going to jump the gaps?
It looks as though the patterns of species in the future will be very different, and probably less rich, than the
ones we see now.
Birds stand a rather better chance. If Yorkshire warms up Puffin could leave Bempton for somewhere
cooler and more to their liking. If we get colder, we could begin to see Ivory Gull. But in order to thrive
birds need to synchronise their breeding cycles with available food supplies, with the dates when buds break
and grubs hatch. These are already showing signs of becoming disrupted. There could be a similar
dislocation of synchronisation between the flowering dates of insect-pollinated plants and the presence of
their pollinators. Migrant birds depend on this ‘synchrony’ in both their winter and summer quarters and all
along their migration routes. Again, if sea levels rise because the glaciers in Greenland melt, the reserves in
the Humber will become flooded and Bewick’s Swan from northern Siberia will have to find somewhere
else. The Yorkshire sea levels are now expected to rise by maybe 20 centimetres in the next 70 years,
enough to have major effects on the Blacktoft and Lower Derwent reserves. Sea levels are rising, and five
times faster than they used to.
What should we do about it?
Why should we do anything about it? The principal Object of our Society is ‘the study of all branches of
natural history (by observation, research and record keeping) and thereby [adding] to the existing knowledge
of these sciences in the world at large and in Wharfedale in particular’. We are observers and recorders.
Anything that happens on our patch is of interest and climate change is first and foremost a matter for
recording. If we look at the Earth’s fossil and historical record we see that species come and go. The
dinosaurs have gone, as have the woolly Mammoth, the Sabre-toothed Tiger, the Dodo, the Great Auk and
probably 95% of all the other species that have ever lived. If a consequence of present-day global warming
is that other species become extinct, well that is just how history and evolution is. There have been a number
of mass extinctions before, including five big ones. Each one has been followed by a spurt of new species
and the rise of whole new life groups. If the dinosaurs had not gone there might have been few, or even no,
mammals, and that means no you and me! So if we are at the beginning of a sixth big extinction, and one
that may be down to things that we do, does it matter?
And would anything that we could do instead make any difference? We could hold back the sea from
Holderness, but for how long and would we be prepared to pay the cost?
It depends a bit on who we are and what hats we choose to wear. As ordinary citizens we might have one
answer, another as individuals each with our own preferences, and yet another as members of our Society
which has recording as one of its two major Aims.
However, we have another major aim, ‘to help with the work of nature conservation’. Conservation is a
difficult word. Do we want to see Wharfedale conserved exactly as it is now? That would seem to be what
the words mean. Or would we prefer it as it was when we were children? Or as something different again?
Do we want to see Wharfedale’s natural world frozen at any particular date in time, and if so, what date?
Wharfedale as we see it now is not ‘natural’ in any real sense. People have been altering its ‘natural’ state
for thousands of years. Why should we stop now?
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Perhaps we should try to be more specific about what we mean by ‘conservation’. One way of putting it
would be ‘to hand on to our grandchildren a world as varied and pleasant as the one we inherited’. That
might not be just to try and perpetuate what we see today. It is for us to decide. Whatever we decide,
change in the climate is already making alterations in the landscape and looks like doing so increasingly. If
we don’t like what climate change is doing, perhaps we could influence it in a direction we would prefer.
The easiest angle on that would be to control our own human contribution to climate change, and the most
important change would seem to be the increase in heat in our atmosphere caused by increasing amounts of
the greenhouse gases. The increase in heat seems to be due to human activities. The dates suggest that. We
are drawing very rapidly upon the ‘bank’ of fossil sunlight energy currently stored up in oil and coal and in
what is left of the Earth’s old forest cover. Energy cannot be lost. What we take out of the forests, the
coalfields and the oilfields ends up with the greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. That means the hotter
Earth and the species changes that we can already see.
So, we have choices. If we think the way we live now is ‘conservationist’, meaning ‘handing on to our
grandchildren a world as varied and pleasant as the one we inherited’, we don’t need to do anything but just
carry on as we are. If we don’t think that is how it is we have to ask ourselves the next question, ‘what,
individually, as WNS members, or as citizens of the world, are we to do about it?’
Mike Atkinson
Postscript The proceedings of the York conference will probably be published. In the meantime I can
provide a copy of my notes, fuller than the above, to anyone who would like one.
MHA

AN EARLY RECORD FOR BREEDING CANADA GEESE
The earliest known reference for breeding Canada geese in our area is given in the WNS Review, Volume
54. The date was 5th June 1958 when a family with seven goslings, and another with three goslings were seen
at March Ghyll Reservoir.
I have an earlier record. In 1946, when
petrol was still scarce, I stayed with my
parents at the Hopper Lane Hotel near
Fewston, from 29 April to 3 May. I was
fifteen at the time and had been a
birdwatcher for as long as I could
remember. My birdwatching excursions had
been somewhat limited during the was, so
that first night I remember lying awake
listening to calling tawny owls and
anticipating eagerly the day to come. I was
off down through the woods straight after
breakfast. According to my diary I recorded
tree pipit, cuckoo and common sandpiper,
and found a pair of Canada geese at the
marshy west end of Fewston Reservoir. I
was sure they had a nest but it was not until
the last day of the holiday that I found it. I waded across to the island and was somewhat nervous as a large
angry goose rose and flew very low over my head and joined its mate on the water close by, to set up a
raucous honking that I felt could be heard for miles. After about five minutes I located the nest in the rushes.
The six eggs were stained brown and covered with leaves on a flat mat of reeds. It was well hidden and I
could easily have missed it but for a large white shiny new laid egg on top of the nest. My joy was
unconfined!
Today this occurrence would not rate a mention but to me, all those years ago, it was very exciting. The
date was 3rd May 1946.
D L Robinson
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A BATTY PROJECT
This piece is a brief background to my PhD project entitled: ‘Spatial and Sexual Segregation in
Daubenton’s bats in Wharfedale’. Hopefully it will all seem a little bit clearer by the end of the article. I
have recently started my second year of three, based at both Leeds and Sheffield Universities. I will briefly
outline the ecology of a Daubenton’s bat and a year in its life cycle, before discussing where my project fits
into this ecology.
Daubenton’s bats (Myotis daubentonii) are
small (on average 8g, which is
approximately the weight of a £2 coin),
insectivorous bats, which feed mainly on
dipterans in the 1m airspace above the water
surface, or gaff insects from the water
surface using their large back feet and tail
membranes. From April to mid-August they
roost in stone bridges or trees close to their
river foraging sites and the females will give
birth to a single, relatively large, youngster
in early July. The female will then suckle her
offspring for approximately three weeks,
before it is weaned and can forage
independently. At this stage the females and
offspring join the males in a pre-hibernation
feeding frenzy to ensure that they have
Daubenton’s bats trawling for insects emerging from the
water surface.
Drawing by Tom McOwat
sufficient fat reserves to survive the long
winter. In mid-August Daubenton’s bat
activity on the river becomes less predictable
as they start moving to swarming sites. These are cave entrances, of which there are no shortages in
Wharfedale and surrounding dales, where large groups of males of several bat species gather. We think this
behaviour may be associated with mating, effectively the equivalent of a bat nightclub, where the males wait
for the females to arrive prior to hibernation. Hibernation starts mid-October when insect densities drop
dramatically. The bats will become fully torpid and will only arouse occasionally probably to replenish
water supplies. The bats emerge from hibernation from April onwards and return to their summer roosting
and foraging sites.
My supervisor John Altringham and other members of the Leeds University bat group has been studying
the Daubenton’s bats in Wharfedale for over 5 years now. They have used a number of survey techniques
including roost capture, radio tracking, echolocation and night-vision studies to learn more about the
behaviour of this species of bat. I will not go into the results of most of these studies in this article, but one
interesting observation from this work was that the roosts in the upper dale, around Kettlewell, comprised
entirely of male Daubenton’s bats, whereas lower down the river near Grassington, the colonies were
predominantly female with only a few males.
The aim of my PhD project is to try to determine the reason for this sexual segregation, which is not seen
in lowland populations of Daubenton’s bats, but has been noted in several species of bats in upland
environments. One explanation may be that the downstream males are the dominant ones and that they
exclude the upstream males from access to the females and the prime feeding sites. If this is the case then
we would expect the year’s offspring to be fathered solely by downstream males. However, this theory
would not account for mating opportunities for males at both swarming and hibernation sites. Alternatively,
it has been suggested that the energetic demands of pregnancy and lactation may restrict the females to lower
altitude feeding sites where air temperatures are often higher and therefore insects densities are more stable
and guaranteed. The males, on the other hand, can use torpor over a number of days to save energy if food
supply is low. Torpor delays foetal and offspring development and so females must restrict its use to a
minimum. The temperature difference between Kettlewell and Grassington can be up to 4 oC, so the
upstream male bats may be in optimal conditions and we would expect them to secure as many if not more
matings than the downstream males.
I am using paternity tests to determine the relative mating success of the two male groups. I can explain
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this in greater detail to anyone who would like to know more about the techniques we are using. We are also
continuing the fieldwork to look at aspects of feeding behaviour, territoriality and to identify further roost
sites.
I can regularly be found standing in the river in the middle of the night, during the summer months, in
waders four sizes too large for me. So if anyone who would like a laugh at my expense or would fancy
seeing wild bats at close range, let me have your contact details and I can keep you posted about the nights
we will be ‘batting’. As well as using the data for my thesis, we plan to use the results to ensure that
Daubenton’s bats are adequately covered and protected in the Biodiversity Action Plan currently being
prepared for the Yorkshire Dales National Park and we will update the existing Species Action Plan to take
into account the possible conservation consequences of this observed sexual segregation.
I hope this gives a taster of what I am doing and I’m sure you will hear more about it as I progress and
hopefully start generating more answers than questions.
Paula Senior

A QUESTION OF NEWTS
It was the end of October and, very unusually for me, I was actually cutting back the summer foliage of a
large clump of hardy geraniums in the top border of the garden. I’d reached the last few cuts when two
orange and black coloured objects rolled out of the crown of the plant past my boots. My first reaction was 
two orange slugs, so I finished cutting down the plant before taking a closer look. To my surprise I realised
they were newts, neither moving. I put them on the palm of my hand and, as they looked somehow
‘different’, placed them in a container.
Out with the Book of British Wildlife  no - not Smooth Newts, no - not Palmate, so that leaves Great
Crested. I’d not had this species before, but the description didn’t fit. ‘They must be different during
hibernation,’ I think. To have it confirmed, I decide to call at Mrs Drapers. Into a large pot with suitable
foliage go the newts.
“What have you got there?”
“ Two Great Crested Newts.”
“ Let’s have a look. Oh no they’re not. Where did you get them?”
No wonder they weren’t in my book. They were Alpine Newts, not native to this country. So, where had they
come from? There have been stories of them occurring in other areas of the country but they are rare so I
return to my garden and quickly photograph them with a digital camera. The results are not very good and I
have no film to take 35mm slides. The newts will have to spend a night in their container in the unfinished
garage with its half concrete half clay floor.
The next day, armed with white card, camera and tripod, I return to the garage for the newts. Gone!
They’ve escaped into the garage and there’s not a sign of them. I’m not amused but can hear them laughing.
Still, they have been identified. I shall wait and look with more interest at the newts in the pond this spring.
Meantime, the garage floor remains half concrete half clay  until the spring.
Alan Wilson

BRIEF ENCOUNTER
More years ago than I care to count we were holidaying at Invergarry in the north of Scotland and my
imagination had been caught by the legend of the ancient kings of Scotland walking in majesty along the
Parallel Roads of Glen Roy.
Leaving the car at the foot of the glen we followed a winding track to either side of which were mountains
and there indeed were the Parallel Roads. My imagination had now gone into overdrive picturing crowned
and cloaked supermen leading their followers across the wastelands. Had we at that time been members of
the Wharfedale Naturalists’ Society even I should have recognised the signs of glacial erosion - but perhaps I
still prefer the more romantic explanation.
Meeting not a soul we strode out as the map indicated a small community at the head of the glen. Then
suddenly we halted as in the distance appeared a young hind heading towards us. Expecting that at any
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minute it would dart away, I slowly brought my camera up to my eye, but still the creature advanced and, to
our amazement, started nuzzling round Eric’s anorak. Three children then seemed to appear from nowhere,
and I began to wonder if we had stumbled into ‘Brigadoon’. We learnt that the young deer  named Bambi
of course  had lost its mother at birth and been reared by the villagers. Chatting to the friendly children
about their pet, Eric handed round the bag of sweets and we shall never forget, as he started to put the sweets
back in his pocket, the utter reproach in the eldest boy’s voice as he murmured, “Bambi likes sweeties too.”
Now we know why Bambi had been so interested in Eric’s anorak.
I believe Bambi became something of a celebrity as we were later to read of her in a national newspaper.
As she grew older, following her instincts, she left the village but would still return occasionally to show her
human foster parents her own latest Bambi.
Margaret Hutchinson

ESCAPE TO THE MORAY FIRTH
With its shore part rocky and part huge sand dunes backed by the trees of the Culbin Forest, for a naturalist it
is a magical place. It is home to the roe deer, red squirrel, crested tit and crossbill, with badger, pine marten
and wildcat, but it is for over five hundred species of flowering plants and one hundred and thirty species of
lichen that the area is especially famous. Facing due north and lashed by sea and wind, it is very wild in
winter, but all was blue sky and sunshine when we went with a party from Bradford Botany Group last July.
It is a long journey north so we stayed the night at Killin and the following morning was spent on Ben
Lawyers. We hadn’t the time or the ability to get to the summit, so we contented ourselves by following the
“Nature Trail” from the information centre at about 1500ft. The
trail goes round a mile long stretch up the Edramucky Burn
which had been fenced off about ten years ago. The resultant
difference between the enclosed area and the surrounding open
mountainside was remarkable in such a short period. Outside
all is over-grazed poor grassland, inside the fence is like a rock
garden. In July the predominant colours were yellow from
Alpine Lady’s-mantle, Yellow Saxifrage. Bog Asphodel,
Golden-rod and Slender St John’s-wort, and pink from a
brilliant form of Bell-heather, Cross-leaved Heath and Wild
Thyme.
Interspersed with these were Alpine Bistort,
Butterwort and many ferns  Hard and Lemon-scented.
We continued to Elgin, changed for dinner and what we
thought would be a relaxing evening, only to be told it was our
only opportunity to see Twin Flower, one of the beautiful
rarities of the area, with its two little pink bells hanging from a
single stem. It was at the end of the plant’s flowering period
and
very few flowers were left. Eight miles further on, at nearly
Twin Flower
HB
9pm and unsuitably shod, we tramped along muddy woodland
rides, cameras at the ready to find and record it. There were indeed masses of leaves and seed-heads, but
only one spike still in flower and, regrettably, a slug had got there first, leaving only one pink bell for us to
see.
Next day was spent in Culbin Forest (National Nature Reserve) and on the neighbouring shore. The forest,
mainly Scots and Corsican Pine, was planted early last century in an attempt to stabilise the dunes which
were being blown eastward by the fierce winds and threatening land and homes. In this it has succeeded, and
now, as you wander through the forest, apart from the few main tracks, it is a constant struggle up and down
very steep dunes many of them grass or moss covered, but with the anticipation of what will be found in the
next hollow. One-flowered Wintergreen, which is the symbol of the Reserve, was found in some of the
darker hollows, its glistening and nodding white heads showing up clearly. In similar dark places but much
more difficult to see were two scarce plants, Coralroot Orchid and Lesser Twayblade. Creeping Lady’stresses was everywhere and fortunately was in full flower as were groups of Heath Spotted-orchid. On some
of the more open tracks we found Common Wintergreen and a long stretch of Serrated Wintergreen was very
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eye-catching even though mainly in fruit. (It is supposed to grow in Swaledale but I have yet to find it there.)
Nearby were outstanding examples of Stag’s-horn Clubmoss and also the smaller Marsh Clubmoss.
It was most strange to wander out of the forest straight onto the shore, which here comprised salt marsh.
On the border between the two were numerous plants of Scots Lovage, only about two feet tall. On the shore
the most striking plant was a lovely chestnut-coloured flat-sedge (Saltmarsh Flat-sedge) which was in
profusion. Also there were Seaside Centaury, Sea Campion, Sea Aster, Sea Arrowgrass (a close relative of
Marsh Arrowgrass which we have in Wharfedale) and Frog Rush, which looks like a perfect miniature Toad
Rush but only one inch high. Finally we got our feet wet looking at the various types of Eelgrass.
The following day we visited parts of the coast mainly clear of the forest. In an area of open sand dunes
(reminiscent of Ainsdale) there were Purple Milk-vetch, Heath Groundsel (an unusual plant with reflexed
petals), Common Restharrow, Spring Vetch, brilliant pink but so small it was less than the 1p coin
photographed alongside it, and the sub-species of Autumn Gentian called “septentionales” which we get in
Wharfedale. The difference between the Yorkshire plants and those here in Scotland was unbelievable. In
Wharfedale they are very small, rarely more than two inches high, and often single-flowered, in Scotland
they were robust, six to seven inches tall, branched and with many heads. In a nearby coppice the trees and
ground were covered with a beautiful carpet of lichens varying remarkably in size and colour.
A stroll along a low cliff followed and then through a sheltered cutting with Kidney Vetch and dozens of
the dark purple spikes of Northern Marsh-orchid. On coming out we were on a very rough grassy bank above
the shingle shoreline and were entertained watching a practice air-sea rescue operation, with helicopters from
the nearby RAF station at Lossiemouth hovering overhead. On
looking down again our attention was caught by a brilliant blue
patch on the shingle fifty yards below. For me it was the plant of
the holiday, the one above all others which I had hoped to see 
Oysterplant, a very scarce denizen of the exposed shores of Northwest Britain its southern limit, its main stronghold being in
Norway and Iceland. With its large glaucous and fleshy leaves it
forms a sizeable clump up to two feet across, and from this come
flower stalks which spread over the shingle ending in clusters of
blue bell-shaped flowers. There were several plants along the
shoreline: in some the blue colour was rather muted, but in others
it was intense and contrasted vividly with the grey leaves.
Reputedly it gets its name from its leaves which can be eaten and
taste very much like oysters (Flora Britannica). It dies down in
winter and the seeds are transported along by wind and tide and
have been known to travel over 200 miles. After this the rest of the
day had to be rather an anti-climax, but away from the shoreline
we did see Tree Lupin, Soapwort, Flixweed (an unusual and
exceptionally tall and slim member of the Cabbage family), White
Wood-rush (a handsome naturalised plant two feet tall) and were
very surprised to find several large clumps of Maiden Pink on
Oysterplant
HB
bare ground at the edge of a road through the forest  this is
apparently its most northerly location in Britain.
On the way home we called at Aviemore and went up to the Cairngorm Ski Station which is quite high.
Above there the sides of the little burns have a choice collection of plants growing prolifically in their true
mountain environment. In addition to plants seen at Ben Lawyers there was Dwarf Cornel  in both fruit and
flower (we only have a few sites in Yorkshire) and sheets of Cloudberry in fruit with hundreds of the red
berries shining (it is found on some of the high tops in Wharfedale but not known to flower). There were also
the pink flowers of Starry Saxifrage at the water’s edge and on the banks, in addition to Common Bilberry
there was also Mountain Bilberry with much larger glaucous leaves. The Harebells were of a deep rich blue
such as I have never seen before.
It had been wonderful to get away, even if just for a short while, from the “forbidden” Dales this year to
somewhere where it was possible to wander freely and enjoy the countryside.
Joyce Hartley
A board with photographs of many of the plants described here was shown at a Society evening meeting
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COLOURED FROGS
In the past two years I have been asked to look at various coloured frogs in garden ponds in our recording
area. Most pond owners seem to think they have been invaded by aliens. (In most cases this is not true.)
According to Tom Langton of Froglife, frog skin colour can change shade over a few hours. Frogs have
pigment granules in specialist reflective and colour-making cells which respond to humidity, temperature
change and stress. Warm, dry conditions produce lighter colours, cold and damp create a darker appearance.
The ability to alter colour according to their habitat offers many amphibians and reptiles a greater degree of
flexibility. There are reports of just about every hue of frog from white to nearly black through all shades of
green, brown, blue, yellow and red. If any of these characters turn up in your garden pond please let me
know.
Nevil Bowland

UNEXPECTED VISITORS
Early in the morning of the 24th May we were woken up by a telephone call from our neighbour. She
insisted we wouldn’t mind having our sleep disturbed if we looked out of our bedroom window. There 
grazing on the lawn  was a young female roe-deer which we had the pleasure of observing for quite some
time. Finally she strolled off, walked through a thick beech hedge and continued to graze on the lawn next
door. We watched her for a further ten minutes until she was disturbed by the noise of a water feature in a the
garden and made off up the field at the back.
This was a “first” and most unexpected sighting since we have lived here for forty-seven years.
The second “first” was a sighting of a female brimstone butterfly laying eggs on alder buckthorn, the only
plant of this type in the area. She must have found it by scent as she flew straight onto it. Unfortunately the
eggs were sterile.
Finally, just before Christmas, we had a pheasant feeding in the garden. Three “firsts” after nearly half a
century. Who knows what next?
Audrey Bowland

FROM THE BOOKSHELF  3
of John Hobson
Last year we had such a wealth of material submitted for the Review that there wasn’t need or, indeed, room,
for a third Bookshelf article. However, the 2001 issue, depleted because of our limited access to the
countryside last year, allows space for another set of recommendations.
Readers may remember the approach of these articles. I ask some of the Society’s natural history experts
to recommend a small selection of books from their own library which they think the rest of us will enjoy
and find useful. Originally I asked for two suggestions  one reference book and one ‘good read’, but, as this
proves to be a quite impossible task for any book lover, I am happy to negotiate a representative selection!
This time John Hobson, our Recorder for Aquatic Life, agreed to be my interviewee.
You’ve only to enter John’s home to realise you are in the presence of an avid reader and book collector.
Every room has its bookshelves and all the shelves are crammed full  apparently this is also true of the roof
space!  and the books themselves indicate an interest in the whole range of natural history. Choice, then,
was going to be agonisingly hard and the half dozen or so volumes laid out on the dining room table showed,
I thought, great self restraint on John’s part.
To get a copy of John’s first choice you will have to search the second hand book shops or charity shops.
The book belonged to John’s father, a keen botanist, and John can remember exploring its wonderful
illustrations before he could read. That original copy was read to the point of extinction but he managed to
replace it from a second hand shop. It is Outline of Nature in the British Isles, edited by Sir John
Hammerton and published in two volumes by The Amalgamated Press Ltd London some time in the

12

1930s. This is a huge compendium of knowledge on every aspect of natural history and, with its 15 colour
plates, 140 plates of photogravure and over 3000 other illustrations, a treasure house of detailed information
for a naturalist of any age. The text is divided into chapters each comprising essays on a range of different
aspects of nature study and lavishly illustrated. Although some of the information is out of date, for example
it confidently asserts that otters, though difficult to see, are quite common in Britain, much of it is still
accurate. We tested it by a couple of questions and there were multiple entries for each. The editorial style,
particularly of the titles, has a rather ‘period’ flavour “Avian Acrobats of the Leafy Stage” (tits) and
Intimate Peeps into a Drop of Pond Water  but it’s stuffed with interesting observations and the black and
white photographs, taken without the benefit of any of today’s technology, are both beautiful and revealing.
No wonder John grew up to be a naturalist and an expert with the camera!
John’s next choice was Fresh Water Life by John Clegg originally published in the Wayside and
Woodland Series by Frederick Warne & Co in 1952, and revised and reset in 1974. There were no less than
three copies of this book on the table, one for best, one for use and one precious first edition found in an
Ambleside junk shop. John Clegg, who died only three years ago, was a fellow of the Freshwater Biological
Association and one of the network of freshwater specialists to which John himself belongs. This is an
accessible book for the interested amateur as well as the specialist, useful to look things up in but also
interesting to read.
Also by a fellow northerner is A Natural History of the Lakes, Tarns and Streams of the English Lake
District by Geoffrey Fryer, published by the Freshwater Biological Association. This is, as the title states, a
detailed study of Lake District freshwater ecology starting from the geology and working through to birds,
and is very interesting and informative. However it is the format of the book which makes it so attractive. It
is in the same form as Wainwright’s Walks and, indeed, reproduced by the same firm. Hand written
(calligraphy by Sharon Murphy) and illustrated by maps, diagrams and drawings by the author, looking at it
is like sharing the field notebook of an exceptionally talented and well organised natural scientist. It is a book
to pore over and to cherish.
John’s last two choices reflect his special interests, microscopy and photography. The first is Freshwater
Algae: their Microscopic World Explored by Hilda Canter-Lund and John W G Lund, published by
Biopress 1995.This is a specialist book, one which the ordinary naturalist might prefer to borrow from the
library rather than buy  it would set you back £46  but I found the photographs with which it is lavishly
illustrated utterly absorbing. Using huge magnification they reveal a world normally completely invisible to
us. This world is often ravishingly beautiful in both colour and form. I thought what wonderful designs for
wall paper or fabrics could be drawn from these illustrations. Come to think of it, they probably already have
been.
John Shaw’s Close-ups in Nature (published by Amophoto) is also full of beautiful images. This is an
American book so, unfortunately for us, the wide range of species illustrated are mainly American, too.
However the main purpose of the book is to give expert guidance on techniques for photography in the field.
Each illustration is accompanied by detailed notes on how it was achieved. As John remarked, it gives even
the experienced photographer something to aspire to.
My thanks to John for allowing us to have this fascinating browse in his library.
Jenny Dixon

MICROSCOPE GROUP
The group continues to expand and to welcome newcomers. Topics this year have
included small mammals, freshwater life, leaves, micro-fossils and the differences
between river sand and desert sand.
John Naylor and Barry Neitress from Leeds Naturalists and Leeds Microscopical
Society presented an evening on pollen, ranging from flower structure to slide
making. The arrangement of style and anthers and their role in the biology of
pollination was explained. Then we made slides of pollen grains, first coating the
glass slide with a sticking agent, then shaking a flower head over it, fixing and
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staining the mount. The reward was a kaleidoscope of different shapes:-

Who would have thought that dandelion pollen looked like a cog wheel?
At the December meeting we looked at microscopic garden life, bark, lichens, moss and insects collected
by Sandy Barker who has a particular interest in mites. This was a good opportunity to have these tiny
creatures identified and learn that the number of legs they possess varies according to their stage of
development. The evening’s most intriguing mite was found in the breathing tube of a house cricket.
Thanks to all who have presented workshops and to John Hobson for producing a stimulating programme
and for continuing to transport boxes of equipment, books and microscopes to the meetings.
Heather Burrow

GEOLOGY EXCURSIONS
10 May

Hambleton Quarry and Skipton Rock Quarry

The visit to the two quarries was to examine some of the features of the Skipton Anticline, a huge upfold in
the strata that brings the limestones to the surface. It is one of several parallel folds along the southern edge
of the Askrigg Block. At the core of the fold, the dark grey limestone of Haw Park has largely been quarried
away in the Skipton Rock Quarry. To the north lies the Millstone Grit scarp of Thorpe Fell and to the south
that of Skipton Moor. These inward facing scarps indicate the lateral extent of the fold.
We visited the disused Hambleton quarry, now a SSSI which belongs to the Bolton Abbey Estates. It
shows a fine section through the Draughton limestone and shales. The Draughton Limestone is grey to dark
grey and contains chert and fossil debris, often silicified. There are simple corals and brachiopods though not
very common. The folding shows how alternating shale and limestone beds behave when folded. The softer
shales thicken on the crests of the fold and thin on the flanks, in contrast to the more resistant limestone.
There were probably earth movements going on during deposition as the limestones show graded bedding
and strong lineation, having been deposited by turbidity currents.
7 June

Coldstones Quarry, Greenhow Hill

Coldstones is a large limestone quarry worked by the firm Pioneer. It lies on the watershed between
Wharfedale and Nidderdale at Greenhow, the highest village in Yorkshire. The quarry is worked for
aggregates and road stone. During quarrying, old lead workings have been met with and sometimes fresh
mineral veins are exposed. Swallow holes or caverns occur within the veins, usually filled with debris, and
the area around is scattered with old lead mines and dumps.
The rocks are entirely Carboniferous, exposed in a complex anticline, with a series of domes along the
crest. This results in several small inliers of Carboniferous Limestone surrounded by Millstone Grit. The
Craven Fault cuts across the region from east to west passing a short distance south of Coldstones Quarry.
The limestones in the quarry are the upper part of the Great Scar Limestone which forms the spectacular
scenery of parts of the Dales such as at Kilnsey Crag and Malham Cove. The rock is very pure, being over
95% calcium carbonate, and therefore a valuable resource.
4 Oct

Knaresborough Riverside

Here are beautifully exposed cliffs of Magnesian Limestone, (of Permian age, c270 million years), which lie
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on the eroded surface of Millstone Grit sandstones (of Carboniferous age c 320 million years).
The cliff section near the weir shows the unconformity at the base of the orange-coloured Magnesian
Limestone with a 27m vertical cliff below the Castle and, at road level, 2-3m of gritstone. The higher part of
the magnesian limestone contains large scale cross bedding. Before the limestone was laid down, the whole
of the Coal Measure strata had been deposited on top of the Millstone Grit and, in this area eroded away
again. The junction between the two rock types – the unconformity – represents a gap in time of about 60
million years.
At the caravan park, we tested the limestone with a weak acid, (It can look like a sandstone, and it could
also be a dolomite). The results of the tests showed it to be a limestone, and it forms massive cross-bedded
units in the cliff along to House in the Rock and the Chapel of Our Lady of the Crag, cut in the cliff about
1408 by John the Mason. The figure guarding the entrance is likely to be a Knight Templar.
Further along are gritstone outcrops of the Upper Plumpton Grit which form buried ‘hills and valleys’ in
the limestones. We lunched at St Robert’s Cave, before visiting Grimbald Crag on the other side of the river
where limestones rest unconformably on Lower Plumpton Grit with a footpath running along the
unconformity.
David Leather

WINTER WALKS
Unhappily there is not a lot to say about the walks earlier in the year because we were only able to hold the
one in which we walked round the Draughton  Bolton Priory area, and we all know that the real highlight of
that did not take place on the walk itself but afterwards when we espied the flock of waxwings in Ilkley car
park and watched them as they kept being harassed by a mistle thrush. After this came the advent of Foot and
Mouth Disease which wiped out all further walking with the mass closure of all footpath networks, not only
in the dales but across the country.
In spite of all our hopes and prayers the scourge spread, lingering on through spring and summer, not only
throwing our winter walks out of kilter but affecting our summer programme of outings as well. Ours was
not the only organisation so afflicted. The Ramblers’ Association and the Yorkshire Dales Society were
among other groups to be hit by this calamity.
However, as the year progressed into autumn a faint light began its embryonic glow at the end of what had
seemed a very long dark tunnel. At last Foot and Mouth appeared to be faltering; fewer and fewer cases were
reported. Footpath systems were tentatively reopened, some to close and then open again, sadly not always
with the approval of local farmers.
By October some walking was possible. It was, therefore, on 21st October that I arrived at the Beacon car
park to lead, as I thought, the first winter walk for some time. Unfortunately I was joined by only three
people and they cried off due to illness, so, nowt daunted, I set off by myself, making my way down to
Danefield and then on to Bramhope where I was able to gain access to the Puritan Chapel and look round
inside. I then proceeded to Staircase Lane and then up the Avenue des Hirondelles. ( I have since learned that
this was an Edwardian scheme which was started and never finished because of the Great War.) I made my
way back to Danefield and, passing Giant Rumbold’s upturned boot, eventually returned to Surprise View
and the car park.
Next month, on a sunny 11th November, I actually got a group together for a walk from Buckden in classic
limestone country. This time there were over a dozen of us and we enjoyed a cracking ramble. We set off up
Cray Gill which gave us a chance to observe its charming series of waterfalls. We observed the 2 minutes
silence for the victims of the Twin Towers attack in that quiet glen. Later we watched a kestrel hovering over
Yockenthwaite, and Olwen Middleton regaled us with stories of ancient cairns in the area. After a grand
walk we returned to Buckden car park, and I must confess I fell asleep in Lorelie Fox’s car on the way home.
I hope my snoring wasn’t too off-putting.
On December 16th we headed for the Washburn Valley, starting off from Swinsty Moor Plantation. Here
our bold little covey met up and proceeded to wander down the track at the south side of Fewston Reservoir
and along to Blubberhouses. On the way we saw rafts of Canada and greylag geese, one or two tufted duck
and, of course, the ubiquitous mallard. Turning up the north side of the reservoir we eventually joined Bosky
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Dike Lane  alas no boggart  just a few passing motorists! We came into Fewston itself and made our way
down to Swinsty Reservoir, eating our lunch on an attractive wooded knoll overlooking the water. Here
some of us spotted a great crested grebe. Later we came to Stackpole car park where, at the water’s edge,
were several muscovey duck, some Canada geese and a mute swan. We carried on along the dam and by
Swinsty Hall which now has some attractively landscaped gardens with statuary outside. Eventually we got
back to the cars and said our farewells. So ended the final walk of 2001.
Never mind. As I write the days are growing longer and who knows what surprises and treats lie ahead in
our 2002-2003 Winter Walks programme. It has been put to me that we might start our walks at 10.00am.
What do you think? Do let me know.
Chris Hartley

SUMMER OUTING TO LEIGHTON MOSS & ARNSIDE

7TH JULY 2001

This outing, originally scheduled to visit Teesdale, had to be changed to Leighton Moss and Arnside due to
the foot and mouth disease outbreak. In the morning the whole group visited Wharton Crag in the hope of
seeing Peregrine Falcon which had bred there, but unfortunately the young had flown the nest a few days
earlier. However there was plenty of interest for the botanists and the butterflies were quite good also. In
the afternoon some of the party were dropped off at Leighton Moss R.S.P.B. Reserve, whilst others went on
a walk, led by Don, around Arnside. A good day was had by all.
The following are the species recorded during our visit.
Birds
Common Sandpiper
Black Headed Gull
Grey Heron
Skylark
Mute Swan
Sand Martin
Greylag Goose
Barn Swallow
Canada Goose
Wren
Common Shelduck
Hedge Accentor (Dunnock)
Eurasian Wigeon
Robin
Gadwall
Blackbird
Common Teal
Sedge
Warbler
Mallard
Reed Warbler
Ruddy Duck
Blackcap
Marsh Harrier
Chiffchaff
Common Buzzard
Long-tailed Tit
Common Kestrel
Blue Tit
Peregrine Falcon
Great Tit
Common Pheasant
Jay
Moorhen
Jackdaw
Common Coot
Starling
Oystercatcher
Chaffinch
Avocet
Goldfinch
Northern Lapwing
Dunlin
Ruff
Black-tailed Godwit
Common Redshank

Mammals
Red Deer (Stag & Hind)
Butterflies
Large Skipper
Small White
Northern Brown Argus
Red Admiral
Small Tortoiseshell
Grayling
Speckled Wood
Wall Brown
Meadow Brown
Moths
Chimney Sweeper
The Cinnabar (caterpillars)
5-Spot Burnet
Dragonflies
Common Blue Damselfly
Hoverflies
Volucella Pellucens

Ken Limb
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WINTER OUTING TO MARTIN MERE:

17TH NOVEMBER 2001

Once again our trip to Martin Mere was arranged to coincide with the Northern Bird Fair which is held there
each year.
The bus picked up at the usual points, the final one being Addingham about 8.40am. We had a full bus
apart from three places se we were all pleased to receive a refund of £1 (more to spend in the gift shop). The
morning was very overcast but dry and not too cold so our journey to Martin Mere went without incident and
we arrived there about 10.30am. Our President had informed us of the lectures which had been planned for
the day and told us that tickets were required for Bill Oddie’s talk but some would be kept back to distribute
later in the morning. However, when we arrived we were told that they had all been given out so none were
available. This was disappointing as quite a number of us would have liked to hear him.
As soon as we arrived people split up and went their separate ways depending on their interests. There is so
much going on that you need to plan beforehand what your priorities are so that the time is spent in an
economical way. We decided to look round the exhibits and book stalls first before going on to look from the
hides at the wild birds which congregate there in the winter. The water was teeming with swans, geese and
ducks, and the bordering fields also had some interesting birds to see. (A full list of birds seen, compiled by
Ken Limb, is shown at the end of this report.) Most people had taken their lunch out with them and either sat
in the hides to eat or at one of the many tables dotted about outside.. Luckily it wasn’t too cold but we
decided to return to the bus for our lunch.
After eating we went round the more ornamental part of the reserve where birds are pinioned to keep them
there. It is good to see birds which we have seen before in various countries and get a good look at them at
close quarters. We find it quite a challenge to try to name the geese and ducks before we get to the
identification boards which are very clear and explicit. Having a bit more time left we had another look from
the hides at the wildfowl before going back into the building and having another browse round the book
shops. A couple of our members were fortunate to obtain tickets for the Bill Oddie lecture which they had
found very humorous and enjoyable.
Our journey home was mainly in the dark and passed without incident. We arrived back in Ilkley about
6.30pm and most people seemed to have enjoyed a very good day out. There really is something for
everyone at Martin Mere at this time of year. Thank you to all who helped to organise this excellent day out.
Birds seen
Grey Heron
Tundra Swan (Bewick’s)
Whooper Swan
Ross’s Goose
Greylag Goose
Canada Goose
Barnacle Goose
Common Shelduck
Eurasian Wigeon
Common Teal
Green-winged Teal
Mallard
Northern Pintail

Shoveler
Common Pochard
Goldeneye
Common Buzzard
Peregrine Falcon
Common Pheasant
Moorhen
Common Coot
Northern Lapwing
Ruff
Snipe
Black Headed Gull
Lesser Black-backed
Gull

Collared Dove
Kingfisher
Wren
Hedge Accentor (Dunnock)
Robin
Blackbird
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Magpie
Carrion Crow
Starling
Tree Sparrow
Chaffinch
Greenfinch

Mammals seen
Stoat

Report by Joan Alred

Whooper Swans
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JB

THE OLD TIP FIELD, SUN LANE, BURLEY IN WHARFEDALE
It is several years since I last did a report on this area and it has changed quite a bit. Because I have had so
many queries as to what it was like originally, a note on this is perhaps timely here.
Originally it was three fields; the larger central one was the old village tip for Burley and the smaller fields
at each end were used for grazing. When Ilkley UDC took over the running of Burley and other nearby
villages, the three fields were merged into one and used for dumping the household waste for the entire area.
The banks of rubbish rose over ten feet high alongside the lane causing it to become a shady woodland walk
as the hitherto neat hedges grew tall reaching for the light. Eventually after many local protests, the tip was
closed and grassed over to become a wonderful place for butterflies, particularly the vanessids, whose
caterpillars fed on the large stands of nettles , and then the adult tortoiseshells, peacocks and admirals on the
many thistle flowers. On a sunny day several hundreds could be easily counted in a walk around the field.
In 1993 all changed when poisons from the old buried tip began seeping into the drainage water that led
eventually to the river, causing Bradford Council, now the owners, to begin a very drastic reclamation of the
area. Everything was swept away, the trees and bushes that had seeded and grown up on the steep high banks
of the tip, the ancient and overgrown hedge on the tip side of the lane, the woodland flowers that had grown
in the shady lane and even the surface of the lane itself all went before the irresistible force of huge earthmoving machines as the high tip itself was shaped to match the rolling hills above it. A complicated pumping
system channelled the polluted drainage water into a series of reed beds, one below the other, which would
purify the water as it passed through them and finally drain it into a large pool constructed at the lowest
level. A very high-tech and expensive ‘skin’ was spread over the main part of the field under the soil to
prevent the rain getting through into the old tip and it is this skin, which is doing its job extremely well,
combined with the recent wet winters, that is now causing the ecology of the area to alter. All the heavy rain
falling on the field is being held in the soil above the skin and instead of a rather dry raised area which we
had for the first few years, is a place so wet as to be ‘boggy’ almost everywhere.
It will drain away again to a certain extent when the drier weather comes, but all the moisture has meant
the grasses have grown very lush and after several years without being mown, are choking out the smaller
flowering plants. It was inevitable as it became a closed community again, that many of the annuals and
ephemerals that regenerated in the bare soil would be squeezed out and disappear, but some plants will go
because they cannot compete with the rank and unmown grasses; and the original plan was that the grass
should remain short. Other plants, tall enough to compete, are enjoying the wet conditions, like the Meadow
Buttercup that is turning the area near the entrance to a sea of gold in the late spring, and the beautiful blue
Meadow Cranesbill increasingly appearing down the banks. One or two Marsh Orchids have appeared and
these should do well together with Purple and Yellow Loosestrifes.
There is a great deal of Ragwort and calls to reduce it, but the butterflies like it, particularly the
Gatekeeper, a comparative and very welcome newcomer to Burley. Last season there were several places
with eight or nine Gatekeeper butterflies feeding on the Ragwort flowers, and the leaves are the foodplant for
the yellow and black striped caterpillars of the Cinnabar Moth which has probably colonised from the not too
distant Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits, together with the Narrow-bordered 5-spot Burnet Moth, now also
breeding in the field on the clovers. The number of moth species recorded is not great but the butterflies are
good, although the Common Blue has failed to make much of a comeback despite the abundance of its
foodplant Birdsfoot Trefoil.
The trees and bushes planted as ‘whips’ to replace those that were stripped out have mostly done well and
several are now fruiting – beautiful translucent red berries followed the flat panicles of creamy-white flowers
on Guelder Rose bushes, some of the Blackthorns were heavy with sloes covered in their blue bloom, and
many wild Roses carried a large crop of hips, the variation in them a challenge to any botanist!
Of the real trees, the alders have outstripped the rest, relishing the wet conditions; they are now quite tall,
hung with catkins and last year’s ‘cones’, popular with small parties of Redpolls working through the
branches. The growth of the trees and bushes has meant more cover for small birds, which was entirely lost
for a while after the alterations and perhaps the many Gorse bushes, which have become self-seeded from the
soil brought in, will provide nesting cover, as well as a splash of welcome colour at almost any time of the
year. The field has also provided a refuge from the sadly decreasing Grey Partridge, as a pair and sometimes
more, can be seen most years and even with a family of chicks.
Frogs still breed in the rather choked ditches and probably Toads also, as I have seen several young ones
during the late summer and autumn. The pool is becoming more difficult to see as the trees grow up round it
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but there are damselflies and dragonflies in the summer and a variety of attractive water plants including
Bogbean and Water Violet.
It is eight years since the area was stripped completely, including the lane, which was surfaced with rubble
and given curbing stones down either side, but the natural world takes no notice of such tidiness and the neat
little road has become a lane again, the curbing stones have disappeared under grass and other plants
growing over them and the severely cut-back hedge on the other side of the lane again dangles with hazel
catkins in the spring, and has nuts and sloes, hips and haws in the autumn. On the field itself the growing
trees and bushes make several places impenetrable, the ditches have nearly disappeared under tall vegetation,
wild flowers grow with the reeds in the once tidy beds and large patches of moss are creeping among the
grass because of the wet.
A certain amount of careful maintenance is needed if the Old Tip Field is to retain the success it has been
so far.
Freda C Draper
NATURE NOTES IN THE GAZETTE
In Spring 2001, we were contacted by the Ilkley Gazette to ask if the Wharfedale Naturalists’ Society would
like to contribute a regular column to, on 19th April the first article appeared. Since then, Nature Notes has
appeared more or less fortnightly and has treated all kinds of topics of the paper about local natural history.
The committee was consulted and it was thought to be a good idea, so local interest from bumble bees to
butterbur and moles to magpies. The general idea is to include examples of local flora and fauna at a time
when readers might see them, presented in a way which will appeal to the interested general public  and all
in 300 words! 2001 had its own particular problems in that people could not get out and about in the
countryside as they normally would so we had to think about what might be seen in the streets, parks and
gardens.
Needless to say, we couldn’t possibly construct these articles without a great deal of help. We’ve relied
heavily on the expertise of the Society’s recorders, and we’re particularly grateful to those members who
have contacted us with information or ideas. Thus we learned of two interesting appearances of fungi, one
rare one on a fodder bag in Rawdon, another a splendid specimen in an empty shop window in the middle of
Ilkley. So, a big thank you to all who’ve helped us and, as we approach the second year of Nature Notes,
please do keep the ideas coming.
John and Jenny Dixon
MRS JOAN DUNCAN M.B.E
We were all delighted to hear of the recognition afforded to our Honorary Vice President, Mrs Joan Duncan,
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List. Joan was awarded an M.B.E. for her services to the Yorkshire
Wildlife Trust, having been nominated by the YNU, the YWT and, of course, the WNS.
She duly attended the investiture at Buckingham Palace and later shared her memories of that special day on
the Members’ Evening last December. Our congratulations to Joan for such a well-deserved award.
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RECORDS FOR 2001
THE WEATHER IN 2001
General In these days of global warming we have become used in recent years to average temperatures
exceeding long term averages. But 2001 was not like that. It was as average as can be with temperatures over
the year equalling the long term average, and rainfall at 878mm (34.57 inches) only slightly different. I have
to admit that because of absences my records are incomplete but once again I have been helped out by Jenny
Dixon and Heather Burrow and believe that the final picture has only a small margin of error.
Month by month in brief
Month
Comment
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Very cold and much drier than average
Colder and wetter than average
Very cold. A little drier than average
Cold and very wet
Warmer and drier than average
Temperature slightly below and
rainfall well below average
Very much warmer and drier than average
Temperature and rainfall well above average
Temperature below and rainfall above average
Very warm and very wet
Warmer and much drier than average
Very cold and very dry

Deviation from Average
Temperature Rainfall
-1.9˚C
-32%
-0.3˚C
+20%
-2.1˚C
-9%
-0.8˚C
+173%
+1.3˚C
-19%
-0.2˚C
-32%
+1.4˚C
+1.0˚C
-0.6˚C
+0.2˚C
+0.3˚C
-2.2˚C

-41%
+75%
+11%
+104%
-55%
-68%

Temperature Cold spells were an important feature of the year. One of them, in December, which
continued into 2002 will no doubt be well remembered for some time, producing a low of -9˚C and a total of
20 nights of frost. The other, in January, may not be so well remembered but that too produced 15 nights of
frost and a low of -6˚C. January was in fact one of a series of seven months from October 2000 to April
2001 all of which were colder than the long term average. The whole of the meteorological Winter of 2000/1
(December, January, February) was almost 1˚C colder than the long term average. Despite the warmth of
may, Spring too was on average quite cool so that gardens got off to a slow start. In contrast, the Summer
(June, July August), and Autumn (September, October, November), were warm.
The most prolonged hot spells were of fourteen days, all with temperatures exceeding 20˚C, at the end of
June and at the beginning of July, and another of 15 similar days at the end of July and the beginning of
August. Overall, July was very close to the record highs of 1994 and 1976. Equally remarkable, though with
lower absolute values was along spell in October which made it the warmest since 1969. The hottest days
were at the beginning of July when two days topped 27˚C. In all nine days reached 25˚C, and 54 reached
20˚C, eight in May, eight in June, nineteen in July and nineteen in August.
The last Spring frost was on 21 April and the first Autumn frost was on 9 November.
Rainfall No records were broken either of monthly rainfall or of rainfall in one day though there were four
days (one in each of August, September, October, November) with over 25mm (1 inch) of rain in one day.
There were no prolonged wet spells though October, with at least measurable rainfall on almost every one of
its days, was noteworthy. The driest spells were of twelve days at the beginning of May (with only 2.2mm of
rain in that period) of twenty days spanning June and July (3.7mm) and eighteen days spanning August and
September (3mm). Also surprisingly dry was a spell of twenty-three days to the end of December in which
only 9.7mm fell.
Once again snow was neither heavy nor long lasting, the heaviest being of 75mm (3 inches) and 150mm (6
inches) in February and 100mm (4 inches) in March.
John Ward
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CHARTS OF ILKLEY’S ANNUAL RAINFALL AND TEMPERATURES
FOR THE YEAR 2001

Note: on the first graph the smooth curve is the average and the one for 2001 follows it closely but shows a
warmer summer and autumn, then a cooler winter. The rainfall graph clearly shows a drier summer and
wetter autumn than the smooth average set of columns.

BOTANY
The normal source of 95% of our records – the footpaths of the Dales – being
completely out of bounds this year, we have had to rely on areas still accessible
such as gravel pits, tip fields, quarries and on private gardens. Whilst these
limited areas alone cannot give a balanced view, additional glimpses from the
roadsides as members have been passing through the Dales seem to indicate
that plants have had a good year. Hopefully the absence of over-grazing will
have helped in many places and we may see the benefit for the flora in 2002.
In the following report the scientific name is added the first time the species
occurs.

GARDENS
Several interesting discoveries were made this year:
Ragweed (Ambrosia artemisiifolia) an alien from North America. A most
unusual plant with ferny foliage and separate male and female flowers, the
males in a long terminal raceme and the one female below in the axil of the
leaf-like bracts. Several were found in a Menston garden and are not only the
Bird’s-eye Primrose HB
first record for WNS but also for the whole of VC64 (AMG).
Elecampane (Inula helenium) 2nd record – appeared in a west Ilkley garden. It
was an outstanding specimen 8 feet tall and a pair of steps had to be utilized to take close-ups of the flower
heads.
Due to shortage of land in Ilkley, new houses are being built in the grounds of nineteenth century mansions.
Many of these grounds have long been allowed to go wild and the owners of the new ‘infill’ houses are
making interesting finds in their gardens.
Common Spotted-orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsii) A garden in the west of Ilkley had one group of over 100
plants and others scattered elsewhere.
Broad-leaved helleborine (Epipactis helleborine) In Ben Rhydding one house had over a dozen plants in the
garden and up the drive.
Again in Ben Rhydding, several members reported seeing a magnificent single specimen over a garden wall.
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BOTANY SECTION OUTINGS
Of necessity these were not as set out in the Summer Programme
Hambleton Quarry (disused) 10th May
This was officially a Geological outing but many members belong to both sections and were happy to record
plants at the same time. The most abundant species was Field Horsetail (Equisetum arvense), hundreds of
fertile spikes showing. On drier parts of the quarry were Common Whitlowgrass (Erophila verna), Hairy St
John’s-wort (Hypericum hirsutum), Wood Avens (Geum urbanum), Wild Strawberry (Fragaria vesca),
Silverweed (Potentilla anserina), and Great Mullein (Verbascum thapsus). In damper areas were seen Field
Wood-rush (Luzula campestre), Wood Forget-me-not (Myosotis sylvatica), Lesser Celandine (Ranunculus
ficaria), Marsh Thistle (Cirsium palustre), males only of Butterbur (Petasites hybridus), Rosebay
Willowherb (Chamerion angustifolium) and Common Ragwort (Senecio jacobea). Nearby at the northern
side of the A59 road at Draughton Bottom were large patches of Cowslip (Primula veris), Bluebell
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta) and Primrose (Primula vulgaris). Not far away on the railway embankment, and
so large it was visible from the road, was another patch of Primrose.
Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits As one of the few available sites, several visits were made in May, June and
July.
On the earliest visit we were pleased to see that it was going to be a good year for the orchids – many
leaves were found down towards the river in the middle section and even more east of the East Lagoon.
Other interesting items were bulbs (obviously naturalised) which would normally be over at our usual
visiting time – Pheasant’s-eye Daffodil (Narcissus poeticus), large trumpet Daffodils, Summer Snowflake
(Leucojum aestivum) and Spanish Bluebell (Hyacinthoides hispanica). On the riverbank Creeping Comfrey
(Symphytum grandiflorum) was flowering along with Few-flowered Leek (Allium paradoxum). Perforate St
John’s-wort (Hypericum perforatum) which is being squeezed out of its normal site by the side of the East
Lagoon has successfully transferred to the river side of the path. A sizable Forsythia shrub has established
itself and was flowering. A Male-fern (Dryopteris filix-mas) was found – the first on the site.
On later visits, immediately on entering the gravel pits the ground was seen to be covered with Silverweed.
The orchids in the middle section were the usual mixture of Southern Marsh-orchid (Dactylorhiza
praetermissa), Common Spotted-orchid and their hybrids together with a few Northern Marsh-orchid
(Dactylorhiza purpurella). These continued over the fence and amongst them surprisingly was a large clump
of Cowslips. (These previously had only been found once at the extreme western edge of the site.) Here also
was found Zigzag Clover (Trifolium medium). East of the East Lagoon the orchids were excellent, as last
year, and the species were the same; however, one difference was noted – there seemed to be a higher
proportion of Common Spotted-orchid this year, probably up to 20%. There were all shades of colour from
pale pink to dark purple and even one pure white. All the colours were shown off by the undercarpet of
Silverweed. No Bee Orchids (Ophrys apifera) were found in this area, but a member visiting later found
four, one amidst a brilliant patch of Biting Stonecrop (Sedum acre) in the flat area between the lagoon and
the fence, and three behind the garages. It was pleasing to note the rare Grass Vetchling (Lathyrus nissolia)
was still present as was Marsh Fern (Thelepteris palustris). Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus) was flowering
well, but Ragged Robin (Lychnis flos-cuculi) was much scarcer than last year. Regretfully the site as a whole
is continuing to become overgrown and this year the stands of Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica) and
Indian Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) were larger than ever.
Farnham Gravel Pits – 12 July
Harrogate Naturalists kindly invited us to go round their reserve and in return we made a list for them of the
species we saw which numbered almost 150. To give a small selection there were Bee Orchid, Common
Spotted-orchid, Common Twayblade (Listera ovata), Common Centaury (Centaurium erythraea) and
Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus minor), the last being in seed. Around a shallow wet area were both Waterspeedwells (Veronica anagallis-aquatica and V. catenata), False Fox-sedge (Carex otrubae), Grey Club-rush
(Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani) and Pendulous Sedge (Carex pendula). We also saw Purple-loosestrife
(Lythrum salicaria), Ribbed Melilot (Melilotus officinalis), Blue Fleabane (Erigeron acer), Black Bindweed
(Fallopia convolvulus), Nettle-leaved Bellflower (Campanula trachelium) and Moonwort (Botrychium
lunaria). Cowslips had been plentiful and the most common plant at the time of out visit was Hairy St
John’s-wort (Hypericum hirsutum) which covered large areas and, in fact, was becoming a problem.
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Burley Old Tip-Field – 14 June
In addition to the Section Outing, many other visits have been made and Mrs Draper, who goes there almost
daily, has compiled a fresh list of the plants seen in 2001. This was necessary as, due to the ever-changing
nature of the site, many of the plants recorded during the period from 1994 (when the tip was remade by
Bradford Met.) to 2000 have now disappeared. Some, it is known, have died out but others may still be
present hidden by dense herbage, as unfortunately the site has not been cut as needed. The number of species
apparently lost is 85, the new species this year are 27, giving a current total of 304 species.
Amongst the new arrivals this year was Common Spotted-orchid, one a pure specimen, the other a hybrid
probably with Southern Marsh-orchid. Another specimen of the latter is flowering in another part of the tip.
Also seen were Blue-sow-thistle (Cicerbita macrophylla), Black Nightshade (Solanum nigrum), Spotted
Dead-nettle (Lamium maculatum), a white form of Water Avens (Geum rivale), Snowdrop (Galanthus
nivalis), Purple Crane’s-bill (Geranium x magnificum), Great Burnet (Sanguisorba officinalis), Common
Michaelmas-daisy (Aster x salignus), Yarrow (Achillea millefolium), Field Wood-rush, Hairy Sedge (Carex
hirta), Soft-brome (Bromus hordeaceus), Sweet Vernal-grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), Meadow Fescue
(Festuca pratensis) and regretfully the very invasive Japanese Knotweed – one plant only at present.
Other new species – presumably of garden origin – arrived: Grape Hyacinth (Muscari ssp), Yellowflowered Day Lily (Hemerocallis ssp), Blue-eyed-grass (Sisyrinchium ssp) since dug up, Shrubby Cinquefoil
(Potentilla fruticosa) garden cultivar with white flowers, Italian Lords-and-Ladies (Arum Italicum), Red-hotpoker (Kniphofia ssp), Lady’s-mantle (Alchemilla mollis), horticultural Polyanthus (Primula ssp) and Greater
Quaking-grass (Briza maxima).
One genus seems to flourish on the tip, i.e. the Spurges (Euphorbia) of which there are now four named
species, Sweet (E. dulcis), Portland (E. portlandica), Upright (E serrulata) and Robb’s Wood Spurge (E.
amygdaloides ssp robbiae), and another yet to be identified with certainty. In the pond Bog Bean
(Menyanthes trifoliata) is doing well and Water-violet (Hottonia palustris) has appeared again, this time
scattered all over in small pieces – it is thought it might have been broken up by coot which live there. In the
back ditch Water Fern (Azolla filiculoides) is spreading, which is pleasing as here it is near its northern limit.
Along the laneside were many Great Mullein (Verbascum thapsus) and Two-flowered Everlasting-pea
(Lathyrus grandiflorus) was very striking. All the large members of the Geranium family did well, Knotted
Crane’s-bill (G. nodosum), French Crane’s-bill (G. endressii), Dusky Crane’s-bill (G. phaeum), Wood
Crane’s-bill (G. sylvaticum) and Meadow Crane’s-bill (G. pratense) as also did the smaller Cut-leaved
Crane’s-bill (G. dissectum). Small Teasel (Dipsacus pilosus) was particularly successful this year, producing
two very large patches.
Otley Gravel Pits – several visits (NB, ML, OM, SH, JH)
It is hoped that this will be an interesting site for the future. Since work has ceased only recently, over a large
part of the area much is just bare soil. The edges of the lakes and ditches have some vegetation and some
reed beds have been planted. South towards the river is an area of rough grassland.
Well over 100 species are already here, but conditions especially for the smaller plants are very difficult at
present as the land, being low-lying and exposed, dries out very quickly in periods of hot weather. The
waterside plants fare better. There was a spectacular display of Water Forget-me-not (Myosotis scorpioides)
edging one of the lakes. Alongside were Water-plantain (Alisma plantago-aquatica), Marsh-marigold
(Caltha palustris), Gipsywort (Lycopus europaeus), Water Mint (Mentha aquatica), Winter-cress (Barbarea
vulgaris), Remote Sedge (Carex remota), Celery-leaved Buttercup (Ranunculus sceleratus), Common Spikerush (Eleocharis palustris) and Bulrush (Typha latifolia). Headlands protruding into the water carried a
mixture of plants: Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill being prominent, with Creeping Jenny (Lysimachia nummularia),
Selfheal (Prunella vulgaris), Lesser Trefoil (Trifolium dubium), Smooth Hawk’s-beard (Crepis capillaris)
and both Field Forget-me-not (Myosotis arvensis) and Changing Forget-me-not (Myosotis discolor).
Along the tracks and ditch sides, the plants varied depending on the moisture level of the soil – in drier
areas were Weld (Reseda luteola), Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Creeping Cinquefoil (Potentilla
reptans), Meadow Vetchling (Lathyrus pratense), Bitter-vetch (Lathyrus linifolius var. montanus), Yellowrattle, Crosswort (Cruciata laevipes) and Common Vetch (Vicia sativa), whereas in the wetter areas we
found Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris), Redshank (Persicaria maculosa), Yellow Iris, Oval Sedge (Carex
ovalis), Marsh Horsetail (Equisetum palustre) and Welted Thistle (Carduus acanthoides). Later, Purpleloosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) was seen.
Down by the river a more permanent community is already established. There was one large and several
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small colonies of Common Spotted-orchid, also Lords-and-Ladies (Arum maculatum), Sweet Cicely
(Myrrhis odorata), Upright Hedge-parsley (Torilis japonica), Rough Chervil (Chaerophyllum temulentum),
Dame’s-violet (Hesperis matronalis) and mature trees – Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus), and a big Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra). By the end of 2002 in all probability the species
count will be much larger.
LOCAL SURVEYS
Cray Triangle – 5th June (HMB)
This, the only survey of the upper dale, was made entirely from the roadsides of the B6160 and the two
minor roads down to and from Stubbing Bridge. In a quarry at the side of the main road 46 spikes of Earlypurple Orchid (Orchis mascula) were found. On the roadsides 35 other species were seen including Wood
Crane’s-bill, Globeflower (Trollius europaeus), Primrose, Common Rockrose (Helianthemum
mummularium), Bluebell, Pignut (Conopodium majus), Common Milkwort (Polygala vulgaris), Water
Avens, Wood Avens, Wild Strawberry, Crosswort, Field Forget-me-not, Cuckooflower (Cardamine
pratensis), Sanicle (Sanicula europaea) and Blue Moor-grass (Sesleria caerulea).
Grassington Park – U.W.F.S (CB)
The Upper Wharfedale Field Society, like ourselves, were very limited in the
places they could visit and concentrated on Grassington Park (formerly the
grounds of Grassington Hospital), where over 100 species were recorded. A
selection of these is given: Spring Sedge (Carex caryophyllea), Marsh
Valerian (Valeriana dioica), Changing Forget-me-not, Common Spottedorchid, Eyebright (Euphrasia agg.), Melancholy Thistle (Cirsium
heterophyllum), Oxeye Daisy, Salad Burnet (Sanguisorba minor), Great
Burnet, Sneezewort (Achillea ptarmica), Betony (Stachys officinalis) and
Devil’s-bit Scabious (Succisa pratensis).
Grass Wood (AGM)
A very unusual first record for the wood was Marsh-marigold, and also new
was Tutsan (Hypericum androsaemum). It is thought that both these species
were possibly introductions during contractor’s work in the wood. Stinking
Iris (Iris foetidissima) was found at a new site and Rosy Garlic (Allium
roseum) was on the roadside verge. Amongst the Columbine (Aquilegia
vulgaris) were two of the “petticoat” type. Regarding the orchids, there was
one pure white Early-purple Orchid, Bird’s-nest Orchids (Neottia nidus-avis)
Sneezewort
HB
produced six flowering spikes, there were three Fragrant Orchids
(Gymnadenia conopsea) and last year’s new discovery, Southern Marsh-orchid, this year had two flowering
spikes and a seedling nearby.
Bolton Abbey Railway (AT)
Again permission was received for us to check the flora along the line and sidings. A particular note was
made this year of the trees and bushes, the following being recorded:- Alder (Alnus glutinosa), Silver Birch
(Betula pendula), Hazel (Corylus avellana), Ash, Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris), Wild Plum (Prunus
domesticus), Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), Goat Willow (Salix caprea), Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) and
several hybrid Roses. Amongst the plants we saw for the first time were Common Hemp-nettle (Galeopsis
tetrahit), Shasta Daisy (Leucanthemum x superbum), both purple and white Selfheal, Common Fieldspeedwell (Veronica persica), Hoary Willowherb (Epilobium parviflorum), Canadian Golden-rod (Solidago
canadensis), Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria graminea), Hedge Mustard (Sisymbrium officinale), Sticky
Groundsel (Senecio viscosus), Salad Burnet, Yellow Oat-grass (Trisetum flavescens), False Brome
(Brachypodium sylvaticum) and Reed Canary-grass (Phalaris arundinacea). Of the plants seen previously
there were good displays of Fragrant Orchid, Hairy St John’s-wort, Square-stalked St John’s-wort
(Hypericum tetrapterum), Ragged-Robin, Great Burnet and, by the car park at the station, magnificent
clumps of Common Toadflax (Linaria vulgaris). Giant Bellflower (Campanula latifolia) was seen again
after a lapse of several years. Anne sent an up-to-date list to the Railway Museum Trust, and next year it is
hoped to visit earlier in the season and see additional species.
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Menwith Hill  (path through the corner of the American base) (SH & JH)
An early visit in May before restrictions were imposed was unfortunately far too early to see the orchids for
which the site is famous. Many leaves were just coming through the ground, too small to identify but an
indication of a good year to come. Already up and many in flower were Cuckooflower, Field Horsetail,
Spanish Bluebell, Greater Stitchwort (Stellaria holostea), Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata), Coltsfoot
(Tussilago farfara), Meadow Vetchling, Wild Angelica, Common Cottongrass (Eriophorum angustifolium),
Oxeye Daisy, Glaucous Sedge (Carex flacca) and Burnet-saxifrage (Pimpinella saxifraga).
OTHER MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS  in order from Rougemont up the dale.
Cowslip
Broad-leaved Helleborine
Monkeyflower (Mimulus guttatus)
Purple-loosestrife
Green Alkanet (Pentaglottis sempervirens)
Common Blue-sow-thistle
Green Alkanet
Columbine
Wall-rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria)
Ivy-leaved Toadflax (Cymbalaria muralis)
Toothwort (Lathraea squamaria)
Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem (Gagea lutea)
Sand Leek (Allium scorodoprasum)
Giant Bellflower
Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem
Winter Heliotrope (Petasites fragrans)
Common Hemp-nettle
Yew (seedling) (Taxus baccata)
Snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis)
Cowberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea)
Common Spotted-orchid
Melancholy Thistle
Giant Bellflower
False Brome

Side of Greenhow-Hebden road near Fancarl Top (OM)
Still flourishing at Swinsty Reservoir (OM)
Lindley overflow (OM)
Lindley overflow (OM)
Otley, Billams Hill/Farnley Lane corner (OM)
Otley, East Chevin Road (PS)
Otley, East Chevin Road (OM)
East of Burley, A660 opposite Maple Grange (MHA)
A Menston snicket (Sarah Ward)
A Burley snicket (FCD)
Downstream from Middleton Suspension Bridge (MB)
Ilkley, refound upstream from weir above Crumwheel (MB)
Ilkley riverside, between Old Bridge and Spicey Gill Beck (MHA)
Ilkley, south bank below Old Bridge (MHA)
Ilkley, new site below Old Bridge (MHA)
Ilkley, south bank near Old Bridge (MHA)
Ilkley, above Old Bridge (MHA)
Ilkley, above Old Bridge, in stonework on north bank (MHA)
Ilkley, north bank , just before golf course (JH)
Track to Simon’s Seat (MHA)
Side road to Hubberholme (AMG)
Side road to Hubberholme (AMG)
Side road to Hubberholme (AMG)
Buckden Rake (MHA)

UNUSUAL AUTUMN WEATHER (FCD) The exceptionally mild
autumn weather resulted in many plants in the Old Tip Field at Burley
continuing in flower long after their normal period. The following were
still flowering in November:- Common Centaury, Musk Mallow,
Dandelion, Red Clover, White Clover, Nipplewort, Ragwort, Evening
Primrose, Prickly Sow-thistle, Large Bindweed, Gorse, Viper’s-bugloss,
Feverfew, Scentless Mayweed and Great Mullein. Trees and bushes in
Sun Lane and across the valley had good autumn colouring  the leaves
still holding on. There was a large crop of berries on the Blackthorn and
these continued into mid December. In December also a male Holly
flowered profusely until the flowers were destroyed by a severe frost.
Footnote: A Celandine in flower on 26th November  is this treated as
the earliest flowering date for 2002?
Lesser Celandine

CS

PP Abbott (YNU Recorder)
MH Atkinson
M Beardshall
N Bowland

Records were received from the following:HM Burrow
S Hartley
J Carpenter
AD & M Leather
FC Draper
B Litten
AM Gramshaw
O Middleton

P Schwarzenbach
A Tupholme
Sarah Ward
UWFS (C Bell)

Thanks are given to all, but especially to Heather Burrow who has entered up all the records this year due to
my eyesight difficulties [JH].
Joyce Hartley and Joan Duncan
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FUNGI
Following an exceptional season in 2000, it might have been anticipated that 2001 would be less exciting.
One reason for that hardly could have been. Due to Foot and Mouth disease, many sites were closed during
the best recording period.
The Washburn valley, around the reservoirs, which has always been a productive area, was mostly open.
Bastow Wood, an interesting patch for Wax-caps, was completely closed and the east bank of the river in
Strid Wood for a while.
However, despite a reduction in records, a few new ones were found. Several group visits, with a number
of observers, produced useful lists. A Malham Tarn F C course recorded in our area. A small WNS group
had a day at Low Dam, Thruscross, the Skipton Wildlife Watch visited Grass Wood again and individual
members contributed more than usual.
Psathyrella obtusata, a new record, on chippings, was found at the edge of Fewston Res.(Aug) Bark
chippings have become a much discussed habitat, as a site of new finds. Stropharia aurantiaca, on bark
chippings in Riverside Gardens, Ilkley, is another
example (AB 26 0ct).
An Eyelash Fungus, Scutellinia subhirtella, new
record, was found in moss on wood at Low Dam
(WNS Sept).
Hygrocybe mucronella, a small red Wax-cap, was
identified from Grass Wood and a scaly variety of
Soap Toadstool, Tricholoma saponaceum
var.
squamosum confirmed.(SWW 7 Oct)
The uncommon Melanophyllum eyrei with blue/green
gills was found in Grass Wood again on two visits.
(Oct).
A pale boletus in sphagnum by Low Dam, was
Leccinium nucatum, also a new record (31 Oct).
Hapalopilus nidulans, found for the first time on the
WNS Norwood Foray 1999,occurred in Middleton
Woods(Oct).
Among more common species, Helvella crispa was
seen frequently round Swinsty Reservoir. David Alred
counted 248 Shaggy Ink-caps, Coprinus comatus in a
10 by 3 yards patch in Fewston Woods (1 Oct).
Rusts on Lady’s Mantle, Creeping Thistle and Hairy
Brome were recorded on the WNS continuing survey
of Bolton Abbey Station (29 Aug). Another specimen
of Protomycopsis leucanthemi on Ox-eye Daisy was
sent
to Dr Tom Preece, who is investigating this little
Helvella crispa
RC
known plant parasite, once thought to belong to the
smut fungi.
The Joint WNS/HDNS Foray was held in Middleton Woods, Ilkley on 14 October, led once again by Dr
Tom Hering. Although not the best season ever, a good list was produced, separately for the two areas of 37
species for the lower Stubham Wood and 55 for Middleton Woods above Curly Hill. Not surprisingly,
several occurred in both woods.
The records included:
Physioporinus sanguinolentus
Porphyrellus pseudoscaber
Coprinus acuminatus
Hapalopilus nidulans
Mollisia cinerea
Boletus edulis

on woody chips in litter in both woods
an uncommon bolete
around a stump
on fallen conifer branch
Cep
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Records were received from;
D Alred, M Atkinson, N & A Bowland, A Bickley, D Howson and J. Powell.
My thanks again to those who contributed, with apologies for any omissions, and for help in identification to
Dr & Mrs P Andrews, Dr T Hering and Mr F Remblance (MYFG) and to Mrs J Powell for her help with the
Joint Foray.
In conclusion, it is sad to report the death of Mr F. Remblance, Mid Yorks. Fungus Group, who specialized
in microfungi but enjoyed identifying other groups too. An excellent mycologist, he will be sincerely missed,
as will his letters, full of encouragement and humour.
Audrey Gramshaw

VERTEBRATES OTHER THAN BIRDS
AMPHIBIANS
CAUDATA tailed amphibians
GREAT CRESTED NEWT Triturus cristatus
No records.
PALMATE NEWT Triturus helveticus
20th May, many in garden pools, Burley (FCD); 15th Oct one on garden path, Burley (FCD).
SMOOTH NEWT Triturus vulgaris
20th May, seen in garden pools, Burley (FCD); 6th May 6+ seen garden pond Otley (AW); 27th Sept 17
counted on garden patio after dark, Easby Drive (PW).
ALPINE NEWT Triturus alpestris
I had a phone call from A Wilson of Otley who reported he had found Alpine newts in his pond. This was
confirmed by Mrs F C Draper. Freda says she knows of at least five ponds in the Burley area that contain
them. Further investigation needed.
ANURA1 tail-less amphibians
COMMON TOAD Bufo bufo
4th June, 4 found in Otley garden (AW); 30th July, many seen at dusk while bat detecting (N&AB,
P&KL); 7th Oct, small one under a stone Old Tip Field, Burley (FCD); 25th Oct, small toads under stone
Old Tip Field (FCD).
COMMON FROG Rana temporaria
18th Feb first seen, by 11th March 4 pairs in amplexus, 8th
April first spawn and by 10th April much more, Burley garden
pond (FCD); 27th Feb first spawn of the year in a pond at
Pool (LF); 11th March spawn Burley Woodhead (D&ML);
14th March received a phone call about red frogs in Burley
garden pond. On investigation they were found to be common
frogs (see article on page ); April, 50+ frogs in pond, Otley
(AW); 15th April very small tadpoles in Sun Lane ditch,
Burley (FCD); 30th May hundreds of tadpoles in moat
surrounding Silt Lagoon, Otley Gravel Pits (N&AB, P&KL);
frogs all summer, Menston small pond (JMC); 24th
September orange coloured frog Ilkley Moor (D&ML);7th
October one large frog Burley Pool (FCD); 25th October one
small frog Old Tip Field and 3rd Nov frog calling Burley pool
(FCD).
REPTILES
SQUAMATA scaly reptiles
ADDER Vipera berus
14th February 6 adders Hoodstorth (DA); 15th Feb 6 also seen Harden Gill (DA); 22nd Feb 1 seen above
Thruscross (N&AB).
1

Note revised nomenclature (‘Anura’ now replaces ‘Salientia’)
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SLOW WORM Anguis fragilis
No records.
COMMON LIZARD Lacerta vivipara
14 April 1 seen Heyslack; 19 April 1 at Hoodstorth; 20 September 6 Juveniles Lindley Wood (DA).
MAMMALS
CARNIVORES flesh-eaters
FOX Vulpes vulpes
Fox earths have not been monitored due to foot and mouth (LD). 12th February White Wells to Burley
Woodhead, two sets of footprints in the snow. Vixen in season followed by dog fox (LD); 23rd March fox
in Ben Rhydding garden (JD); 10th April 1 seen Ilkley carrying food towards railway (LD); May 1 seen
Bradford Road Otley; 18th and 27th June 1 adult and two cubs between Ben Rhydding and Ilkley (MS);
30th August 1 dead on Burley bypass (JMC).
OTTER Lutra lutra
No records. No otter survey due to foot and mouth.
STOAT Mustela erminea
9th January 1 dead Addingham (LD); seen regularly at Otley Gravel Pits, on 21st Nov one chased and
killed a rabbit much larger than itself (AJ); also seen Kex Gill quarry all year, one seen chasing a weasel;
the pair almost ran over the observer’s feet (AJ).
WEASEL Mustela nivalis
31st January 1 seen crossing road at Denton (N&AB); 11th February 1 ran across road at Bland Hill (LF);
16th April 1 at Thruscross (DA); 19th April 1 at Hoodstorth (D&JA); 18th August 1 crossing road Bolton
Abbey (D&ML); 28th Aug 1 on road Askwith (D&ML).
AMERICAN MINK Mustela vision
16 January mink prints Grassington (N&AB); 12th June 1 seen Middleton Hospital pulling a large trout
upstream (PW); 12th December mink tracks and scats Askwith (P&KL).
BADGER Meles meles
Badger sets have not been monitored this year due to foot and mouth (LD); 13th February 1 dead IlkleyAddingham road, also 8th October another in same area (D&MB); 6th March 1 dead Addingham-Skipton
road (D&HB); 8th March dead at roadside Bowling Road (LD); 11th March badger seen regularly Lister St
Ilkley (AB); 10 May 1 dead Skipton Road (LD); 4th September 1 dead Cocking lane (LD); 13th Sept 1
dead railway line Ben Rhydding (MS); 16th October 1 crossing Panorama Drive, also a youngster in same
area (D&ML); 17th Nov 1 seen Bleach Mill lane Menston (LF).
ARTIODACTYLA even-toed ungulates
ROE DEER Capreolus capreolus
Many sightings in our area: Timble, Denton, Ilkley, Langbar, Ben Rhydding, Otley Chevin, Middleton,
Bolton Abbey, Danefield, Blubberhouses. 13 February 4 seen at Denton (LD); 4th April 3 at Langbar
(LD); 18th April 2 on Otley Chevin (JA); April/May 3 seen regularly Kex Ghyll and opposite Ben
Rhydding Gravel Pits (AJ); Road deaths at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits and Addingham (LD). (D&ML,
N&AB, KL).
SIKA DEER Cervus Nippon
27th August 2 females seen near Burley, our first sighting (MS)
INSECTIVORES insect-eaters
HEDGEHOG Erinaceus europaeus
2nd January 1 walking across road Menston (P&KL); 17th April seen and signs all summer in Ben
Rhydding garden (JD); 20th April a pair snuffling Menston (P&KL); 29th May and 9th July seen in Menston
garden (JMC); 7th October 1 in Sun Lane Burley (FCD); found dead Curly Hill, Langbar and Cowpasture
Road (D&ML).
MOLE Talpa europaea
Active in most of WNS area. Many mole hills at Askwith (P&KL), Otley Gravel Pits (N&AB) and Otley
Chevin (N&AB).
COMMON SHREW Sorex araneus
18 caught in Longworth traps Otley Gravel Pits (N&AB, P&KL). 9th July 1 found dead Stainburn (DPH),
identified from photograph.
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PYGMY SHREW Sorex minutus
No records.
WATER SHREW Neomys fodiens
No records
RODENTS gnawing animals
GREY SQUIRREL Sciurus carolinensis
Common in WNS area. Seen Fewston, Washburn, Menston, Otley Chevin, Askwith. 6th October 6 in Otley
garden (AW) (N&AB, P&KL).
BANK VOLE Clethrionomys glariolus
.7 caught in Longworth traps Otley Gravel Pits (N&AB, P&KL); 1 seen Otley garden (AW).
FIELD VOLE Microtus agrestis
No records.
WATER VOLE Arvicola terrestris
No records.
WOOD MOUSE Apodemus sylvaticus
7 caught in Longworth traps Otley Gravel Pits (N&AB, P&KL). 19th February 1 living in Burley garden
(FCD); May to September 20 caught and released in nearby wood (AW); 29 th May 1 dead in Grass Wood
(JMC); 21st and 26th September 1 juvenile Old Tip Field Burley (FCD).
COMMON RAT Rattus norvegicus
16th April female with 4 young feeding at bird table, chased away a grey squirrel (N&AB); 17th April a
small rat feeding inside squirrel-proof bird feeder (JD); 9th July 1 caught in Burley garden by dog (FCD);
August 1 shot in Otley garden (AW).
LAGOMORPHA rabbits and hares
RABBIT Oryctolagus cuniculus
Rabbits are in plague numbers this year with signs of myxomatosis. All year in Langbar area. 9th April over
60 counted in 2 fields Ben Rhydding and 3 June 18 on Ilkley Rugby ground (LD).
BROWN HARE Lepus capensis2
16th February 1 near Addingham (D&HB); 23rd February 2 near Leathley (N&AB); April, 2 Otley golf
course (AW); 30th July 10 seen at silage time Langbar (LD); 12th November one on Chevin road, also at
Askwith (P&KL).
CHIROPTERA bats
DUBENTONS BAT Myotis daubentonii
30th July observed and heard on bat detector over Otley Gravel Pits and Otley Bridge (PS et al.)
NOCTULE Nyctalus noctula
30th July observed flying over Otley Gravel Pits and heard on bat detector(PS et al.); 25th July at least
6 seen flying over river, suspension bridge Ilkley (D&ML).
PIPISTRELLE Pipistrellus pipistrellus
26th April seen flying in a garden Ben Rhydding (JD); 25th July 2 seen near Ilkley suspension bridge
(D&ML); 30th July 3 observed flying over Otley Gravel Pits and heard on bat detector (PS et al.); 12th
December 1 seen feeding 11.30-11.45am between trees Grass Wood watched with binoculars (N&AB, LD).
Contributors:
DA
JA
AB
N&AB
R&HB
JMC
LD
JD
FCD
LF

D Alred
J Alred
A Bickley
N & A Bowland
R & H Burrow
J M Clapham
L Dewdney
J Dixon
F C Draper
L Fox

DPH
AJ
D&ML
P&KL
DL
PS
MS
PW
AW

D P Howson
A Jowett
D & M Leather
P & K Limb
D Longbottom
P Senior
M Smith
P Wild
A Wilson

Due to the foot and mouth crisis I thought the records would be down this year. Thanks to the above, most of
the orders have been covered.
Nevil Bowland
2

Note revised nomenclature ‘capensis’ instead of ‘europaeus’
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SMALL MAMMAL TRAPPING AT OTLEY GRAVEL PITS
Longworth Traps were used, a means of live trapping small mammals which are recorded and then released
unharmed. Trapping took place on five occasions in 2001.
Results:
Trap dates

Location

No of traps

Bank Vole

21 - 24 June
28 June - 1 July
19 – 21 July8-10 August
21-24 August
Totals

B3 & 4
C7 & D7
B5
G1 & 2
A5 & 6

11
11
13
13
14
62

3
0
3
0
1
7

Wood Mouse

Wood
Mouse
1
4
1
0
0
6

Common
Shrew
0
7
3
5
3
18

JB

ENTOMOLOGY SECTION
ORDER LEPIDOPTERA

BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS

BUTTERFLIES
This was an unusual year, with records from February to November, yet none at all in March. There were
some notable features in spite of many sites being closed to the public. Comparison with previous years is
consequently rather artificial for many species.
All resident species were sighted, and the numbers of most were satisfactory as far as it was possible to
ascertain. Purple Hairstreak was at last found in Ilkley, and another site for White-letter Hairstreak. There
were two records of wandering Speckled Woods, and a Fritillary, species unknown, was sighted in Burley.
The availability of records of twelve species present at Duck Street Quarry, Greenhow is appreciated,
Common Blue being especially plentiful there. Hopefully the Dark Green Fritillary will eventually return to
the site. The welcome developments at Otley Gravel Pits have resulted in an increased number of observers
visiting, which in turn has revealed a wide range of species present. Records from members of the Upper
Wharfedale Field Society are valuable, particularly as recording up the dale was so difficult this year.
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HESPERIIDAE
1526 SMALL SKIPPER
Thymelicus sylvestris
Altogether, a good year. Sightings around Ilkley, Burley, Otley, Fewston, Timble, Thruscross and the
Stainburn Moor/Lindley Moor Wood (SLM) complex.
Recorded first on 24th June at Otley Gravel Pits (OGP) and last on 6th September at Timble Ings, a flight
period nearly three weeks longer than last year. A peak count of 104 at the Middleton Hospital site on 28 th
July, with a second count of over 100 two days later. There were counts of 44 at SLM, 30 at the Old Tip
Field, Burley(OTF), and 22 at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits (BRGP) where the count was down on last year.
NB All records from SLM include the lane verges towards Little Almscliff.
1531 LARGE SKIPPER
Ochlodes venata
Flies earlier than the Small Skipper, numbers generally smaller and the peak earlier. When both are present it
is difficult to separate the species. There were sightings around Ilkley, Burley, Otley, and SLM. First seen on
22nd June at the OTF, last seen on 10th August at SLM. Counts were low on most sites. However at SLM a
maximum of 140 was seen on 9th July, at OGP 30 were seen on 10th July, and 8 were seen on the 28th June at
the Middleton Hospital site. The peak count of 140 is very large for Yorkshire colonies of this insect.
PIERIDAE
1545 CLOUDED YELLOW
Colias croceus
No reports this year, although there was a sighting at Harrogate.
1546 BRIMSTONE Gonepteryx rhamni
Once again there were sightings of this wandering resident, six in all. The dates range from 24 th May in
Ilkley town centre, to 28th September at the Middleton Hospital site. Other sightings were at Burley, Guiseley
and Lindley Wood reservoir.
Two of the reports were of females, but although eggs were laid at Guiseley they did not develop. No larvae
were seen on the OTF buckthorns.
1549 LARGE WHITE Pieris brassicae
Sightings, mostly singletons, from Bolton Abbey, Addingham, Ilkley, Burley, Menston, Otley, Lindley,
Norwood Edge, Thruscross, and SLM. The first was on 5th May at Norwood Edge, the last on 16th September
at Burley, and the most was 5 on 30th July at the Middleton Hospital site.
Satisfactory status, but its presence in upland areas, which we hoped to study this year, will have to wait for
better times.
1550 SMALL WHITE Pieris rapae
Satisfactory status-many sightings of small numbers. The first was of 2 on 25th April, at Middleton Wood,
and the last was in a Middleton garden on 2nd October. The peak count was 26 on 15th August at Duck Street
Quarry, Greenhow. On other sites there were only three counts of 5 or more
1551 GREEN-VEINED WHITE Pieris napi
Satisfactory status, once again the most commonly recorded of the ‘Whites’. The first seen was on 2nd May at
Middleton Wood. The last noted was on 29th September in Menston. The largest count was of 30, on 12 th
June at Duck Street Quarry. There were only two other counts over 10, probably because countryside access
was restricted.
1553 ORANGE TIP Anthocharis cardamines
Satisfactory status-often seen as singletons or in small numbers. First seen on 5th May at Middleton Wood,
last seen on 26th June at BRGP. The highest count was 12, on 25th May at Menwith Hill. There were three
other counts of 5 or more.
LYCAENIDAE
1555 GREEN HAIRSTREAK Callophrys rubi
Recording on most known sites was impossible because of restrictions. Otley Chevin was open however. The
first record there was 3 on 5th May, the last and most 20 on 24th May.
1557 PURPLE HAIRSTREAK Neozephyrus quercus
Two insects were sighted by Colin Moore and Dean Harrison Moore, spiralling above oaks at Middleton
Woods, on 19th August. This follows a possible sighting at Skyreholme in 1998. Despite the considerable
efforts of several other observers, no more sites were found.
There is a marked contrast in the Bradford area, and in the Aire valley from Bradford up to Steeton, where
numerous new sites and good numbers of insects were found in 2001.
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1558 WHITE-LETTER HAIRSTREAK Satyrium w-album
Two insects were recorded on 31st July on elms along Ilkley Road ,
Addingham near the site found last year. A new site was found at
BRGP, where single insects were recorded on four occasions between
12th and 28th July. Three were nectaring on thistle, and bramble, and
on the elm there was what appeared to be a female laying eggs.

White-letter Hairstreak

1561 SMALL COPPER Lycaena phlaeas
Recorded at Barden, Ilkley, Burley, Otley, Timble, Fewston, Lindley,
Thruscross, and Greenhow, mostly singletons. Only two firstgeneration (April-June) records, the first on 5th June at Barden, the
other at Duck Street Quarry.
The best second-generation record was 9 on 6th September at Timble
Ings. The latest record was 1st October at Fewston reservoir, possibly
a third-generation insect.

1573 NORTHERN BROWN ARGUS Aricia artaxerxes
The conservation of NBA colonies has a high importance nationally. We are fortunate to have a substantial
proportion of the English colonies here in Wharfedale. However, this is a very inconspicuous butterfly.
It was impossible to get on any of the known sites this year.
The first sighting was in Grass Wood, 1 on 23rd June. The only other record was of 2 on Wood Lane verge at
Skirethorns, on 5th July. Both sightings were near known sites.
NB
In June we hope to have the postponed walk to the Bastow Wood site. Additionally, Dr Sam Ellis of
Butterfly Conservation will conduct a survey of the dales sites this summer, and nearer the date will set up a
meeting of interested parties.
1574 COMMON BLUE Polyommatus icarus
Recorded from Grass Wood, Skirethorns, Linton, Ilkley, Burley, Otley and Greenhow. First recorded on 20th
June at OGP. A late last record from the Middleton Hospital site, on 1 st October, where there had been an
earlier count of 10. The maximum count was a remarkable 620 by Mike Barnham at Duck Street Quarry. It
appears that numbers are decreasing at the OTF, and that the former colony at BRGP is extinct.
1580 HOLLY BLUE Celastrina argiolus.
Few records this year, only singletons from Parceval Hall, Ilkley, Burley, Menston and Otley. The first was
on 22nd May at Parceval Hall, the last on 25th August in Ben Rhydding.
NYMPHALIDAE
1590 RED ADMIRAL Vanessa atalanta
A substantial number of records, but only one in double figures, suggests this was not one of the better years
for the Red Admiral. The first sighting was on 26th June around Lindley, the last, 29th November in Menston.
Indeed there were two November sightings this year, which is most unusual for the WNS. The peak count
was 12 on the Middleton Hospital site, on 10th September.
1591 PAINTED LADY Vanessa cardui
A scattering of sightings, mostly singletons, from Grassington, Addingham, Ilkley, Burley, Menston,
Fewston and Greenhow. The first sighting was on 2nd August in Burley, the last on 24th October in
Addingham. The peak count was 3 on 21st August at Fewston reservoir.
1593 SMALL TORTOISESHELL Aglais urticae
As usual, a large number of sightings, often of more than one insect. First seen on 1 st April on the edge of
Middleton Wood, the last on 30th October at Addingham. Once again the largest numbers recorded were seen
away from observers’ gardens. These were 44 on 15th August at Duck Street Quarry, and 41 on 23rd July at
the OTF.
1597 PEACOCK Inachis io
Seems to have had a good season, and there are many records. First seen on 16th February on the edge of
Middleton Wood. The last was on 16th October on Ilkley Moor. The largest counts were 114 on 21st August
at Fewston reservoir, and 65 on 23rd and 27th September at the Middleton Hospital site. There were ten or
more insects sighted on each of these two sites in May.
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1598 COMMA Polygonia c-album
Many sightings-an increase on earlier years-from Addingham to Otley, and in Washburndale. Also, Strid
Wood, and Lower Grass Wood. One stirred from hibernation in a blacksmiths shop in Ilkley on 7th February.
Again a long season with the first butterfly seen flying on 2nd April at Burley, the last on 1st November at the
Middleton Hospital site. The largest number seen in the first generation was 2 at BRGP on 5th May. In the
second generation 14 were seen at Fewston reservoir on 21st August. The golden hutchinsoni variety was
again noted.
SATYRIDAE
1614 SPECKLED WOOD Pararge aegeria
For the first time we had two records this year. The first was on 22nd July at OTF, the second on 30th July at
the Middleton Hospital site (where there had been a previous sighting in 1999). In 1997 one was seen at
Lindley.
Where these wanderers come from is a mystery. Butterfly Conservation has at times reported similar isolated
sightings to the North of Bradford but there is no known colony nearby.
Whether the species will eventually establish itself in Wharfedale is quite uncertain at present.
1615 WALL Lasiommata megera
A good scattering of records from Addingham, Burley, Otley, Timble, Fewston, SLM, Swinsty, Lindley,
Greenhow. The first on 9th May at Addingham, the last 4 on 14th September at SLM. The highest count was
25 on 6th September at Timble Ings. This is unusually large for VC64.
1625 GATEKEEPER Pyronia tithonus
Since its appearance in the WNS area in 1995, has thrived. Seen in Ilkley, Burley, Otley, Norwood Bottom,
Thruscross and SLM. The Gatekeeper has a short season, first seen on 13 th July at the OTF, last on 28th
August at the same site. This colony is doing well, with a maximum of 25 recorded on 23 rd July. 10 were
recorded near Thruscross on 17th August. Along the forest track at SLM a maximum of 177 was recorded on
10th August.
1626 MEADOW BROWN Maniola jurtina
Our most successful butterfly according to the many records. First seen on 24th June at OGP, last on 6th
September at Timble Ings. The largest numbers were 330 on 28th July at the Middleton Hospital site, 223 on
6th July at the OTF, and 135 on 7th July at BRGP. Five other sites had counts of 20 or more.
1627 SMALL HEATH Coenonympha pamphilus
Few records as many known sites were inaccessible. Seen at Ilkley, Otley, Greenhow and SLM. The first
record was on 24th June at Duck Street Quarry. 35 were seen at the same site on 5th July, and the last was
seen there on 15th August.
1629 RINGLET Aphantopus hyperantus
Another successful year. Butterfly Conservation’s magazine Argus had noted last year that insects had been
seen up the dale beyond Grassington, and despite the restrictions one was seen on 10th July near Conistone.
Also seen at Ilkley, Otley, Fewston, Greenhow and SLM.
The first was seen on 28th June at BRGP, and the last record was of 8 on 15th August at SLM. The largest
number recorded was 435 on 20th July at SLM (when not all the known habitat was searched), and there were
also 43 on 7th July at BRGP.
Records were received from the following observers:
D & J Alred, M Atkinson, M Barnham(YNU), N & A Bowland, D & H Burrow, JM Clapham, EC
Clements(UWFS), M & R Densley, LG Dewdney, FC Draper, J Duncan, AM Gramshaw, B Harrison, S & J
Hartley, D & R Howson, L & M Jones, J & K Kyriakides, AD & M Leather, K Limb, C & DH Moore, D
Parkin, G Parkinson, PC Quinn, DL Robinson, A Soper(UWFS), D & S Smith, A & B Thompson.
UWFS refers to members of the Upper Wharfedale Field Society.
Once again, thank you for all the records and comments. I apologise for any errors or omissions.
David Howson

33

MOTHS
Yet again adverse weather produced poor spring results. The closure of the moors and footpaths curtailed
recording opportunities, a Northern Eggar at Ben Rhydding and an Emperor larva from the Chevin being the
only moorland species recorded. Disappointingly there were no records of Small Elephant and Lime Hawkmoths but a Bedstraw Hawk-moth, photographed at Ben Rhydding was a new W N S record. There was also
a report from Grassington of a Straw Dot and an Oblique Carpet, neither previously recorded by the Society.
The following are details of the more interesting records of 2001.
LASIOCAMPIDAE
1637 NORTHERN EGGAR Lasiocampa quercus ssp callunae
A single recorded on 29 June at Hydro Close, Ben Rhydding. The ssp. Callunae has a 2 year life cycle and
this record agrees with comment in The Butterflies and Moths of Yorkshire (Y N U) that the adults in our
area always appear in odd-numbered years.
SATURNIIDAE
1643 EMPEROR MOTH Pavonia pavonia
A single record of larva of this moorland moth was from the Chevin on 2 August
DREPANIDAE
1648 PEBBLE-HOOK-TIP Drepana falcataria
Never a common moth, singles were recorded at Otley on 19 August and Menston on 20 August
GEOMETRIDAE
1760 RED-GREEN CARPET Chloroclysta siterata
For the second year, two were taken at the Menston trap. Previous records were singles in 1983,1986 1997
and 1999.
1873 WELSH WAVE Venusia cambrica
A single recorded at Ben Rhydding on 4 July was only the fifth record since the first in 1986 which was also
from the same site. This is a moorland and woodland species, the larva feeding on Rowan.
1909 SPECKLED YELLOW Pseudopanthera macularia
Recorded from Grass wood, the usual site. There were three sightings of this unmistakable day-flying moth
on 29 May
1919 PURPLE THORN Selenia tetralunaria
Singles recorded from both the Otley and Menston traps on 13 August and 21 August respectively. There
are only four previous records, all singles - the first in 1984.
SPHINGIDAE
1987 BEDSTRAW HAWK-MOTH Hyles gallii
A migrant moth, this erratic visitor to Britain is sometimes
absent for a number of years. One was photographed at
High Wheatley, Ben Rhydding on 6 August. – A new
WNS record.
ARCTIIDAE
2057 GARDEN TIGER Arctia caja
Last recorded in 1996 and prior to ,that in 1963, 1965 and
1987. One was trapped at Menston on 7 September.
2064 RUBY TIGER Phragmatobia fuliginosa
Since the first record in 1960, there have only been
occasional records, often of larva. Last recorded in 1993,
three specimen were taken at the Otley trap in July
Bedstraw Hawk-moth

RC
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NOCTUIDAE
2151 GREY ARCHES Polianebulosa
There are sparse W N S records of this woodland species which come more readily to sugaring. Singles
were recorded at the Menston light trap on 9 July and 20 July
2240 BLAIR’S SHOULDER-KNOT Lithophane leautieri
New to Yorkshire and also to the W N S in 1991, it is now a well established species. 2001 was an
exceptionally good year with thirteen moths at the Menston trap on 13 October
2300 OLD LADY Mormo maura
There are only very occasional W N S records of this large distinctive moth which roosts during the day in
hollow trees, garden sheds, etc.. One was trapped at Menston on 25 July, the two most previous records
were singles in 1996 and 1983.
2452 RED UNDERWING Catocala nupta
There were three records this year of this large attractive moth, first recorded in 1985 at Ilkley and only
occasionally since. On 29 August one was sunning itself on the house wall, then two were trapped on 21
September, all at Menston.
Records were received from the following:
N & A Bowland
D P Howson
J C Clapham
G Parkinson
F C Draper
P C Quin
A M Gramshaw
A I Wilson
C Hartley
M Barnham ( H & D N S)
As always I would like to thank everyone for their records and observations and to apologise for any
omissions.
Jeanette M Clapham

DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES
ORDER ODONATA
Sightings in species order as follows:
LARGE RED DAMSELFLY Pyrrhosoma nymphula
Recorded 20 May to mid-August at usual sites in Wharfedale and Washburn Valley. No count
exceeded 10.
BLUE TAILED DAMSELFLY Ischnura elegans
Recorded 30 May to 8 September, all between Knotford and Ilkley.
7 at BRGP on 14 June.
12 in Otley on 7 July.
AZURE DAMSELFLY Coenagrion puella
Recorded 28 May to 6 September at BRGP, Burley and Timble.
COMMON BLUE DAMSELFLY Enellagma cyathigerum
Recorded 22 June to 26 August in Otley, Burley and Thruscross. 20 in Thruscross area on 26 August
EMERALD DAMSELFLY Lestes sponsa
Small number below Thruscross on 26 August, Timble Ings pond on 6 September and several at
OGP 26 July.
BANDED DEMOISELLE Calopterix splendens
Recorded at BRGP in small numbers between 14 June and 29 June, and in an Otley garden 23-25
June; 1male at OGP 21 June.
BROWN HAWKER Aeshna grandis
Recorded 6 July to 8 September in Mid Wharfedale and in late August below Thruscross.
8 at Knotford on 8 September.
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COMMON HAWKER Aeshna juncea
Recorded 26 June to 28 September at Stainburn Forest, Grass Wood, Thruscross, Timble, Burley,
and Ilkley area. Highest count 4 at Grass Wood on 21 July.
SOUTHERN HAWKER Aeshna cyanea
Recorded 25 July to 28 October at Thruscross, Timble, Otley, Burley, BRGP and Ilkley area,
including 28 October at Middleton Hospital site.
MIGRANT HAWKER Aeshna mixta
At least 3 adults OGP 6 September.
BROWN HAWKER Aeshna grandis
Many adults observed at OGP on 22 July.
BLACK DARTER Sympetrum danae
Recorded 14 August to 2 October all below Thruscross Reservoir where 20+ were counted on 26
August.
COMMON DARTER Sympetrum striolatum
Recorded 14 August to 2 October, all in small numbers at Thruscross, Stainburn Forest and
Knotford. Also plentiful at OGP reserve on 15 and 26 July.
EMPEROR DRAGONFLY Anax imperator
A female in a garden on Mansfield Road Burley, 29 August and 1 male at OGP 16 July
FOUR-SPOTTED CHASER Libellula quadrimaculata
Three at OGP on 25 June.
RUDDY DARTER Sympetrum striolatum
One male at OGP reserve 6 September.
Records submitted by: D & J Alred, M and R Densley, F C Draper, A Gramshaw, K Limb and A Wilson
David Alred

Golden-ringed Dragonfly,
not recorded this year DA

LADYBIRD RECORDS

ORDER COLEOPTERA (Beetles)

Very few records this year.
2 Spot Ladybird (Adalia 2-punctata) 7 March, Addingham, in house (D&HB)
2 Spot Ladybird (Adalia 2-punctata, melanic) 29 March, Addingham (D&HB).
19 May, Otley Gravel Pits (N&AB)
7 Spot Ladybird (Coccinella 7-punctata) 19 May, Otley Gravel Pits (N&AB)
21 May, Ilkley Moor (D&ML)
22 Spot Ladybird (Psyllobora 22-punctata) 19 June, Otley Chevin (N&AB)
14 Spot Ladybird (Propylea 14-punctata) Mid Nov. Ilkley Moor (D&ML)
I know it has been a bad year because of foot and mouth but I would love to receive more records.
Nevil Bowland
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ORNITHOLOGY
It almost goes without saying that the dreadful ‘foot and mouth’ has made it rather difficult to produce a
comprehensive ornithological report for 2001 simply because the number of sightings’ returns is
significantly down. Nonetheless enough information has been received for me to produce a report which is
not significantly reduced from earlier years albeit based on sightings from a somewhat narrower range of
locations than normal.
As ever the weather was a critical factor in breeding success and bird movements. The early winter months
of 2001 were the most severe for several years but the cold snaps were of short duration with relieving mild
interludes. This latter point may be the reason why the cold weather does not appear to have had a significant
adverse effect on our resident species such as Tits, Robin, Wren etc., the populations of which seem to have
been maintained at the relatively high levels attributable to the mild winters of most of the nineties. High
water tables following the deluge towards the end of the previous year must have had an impact not least
including the absence of muddy edges to reservoirs etc. although the lack of land access meant first hand
assessment of, for example, migrating wader visitors was impossible. April started quite mild encouraging
early migrants to move north but, on the whole, this was a cold month which held migration back to a degree
and probably caused losses of early broods. Nonetheless it did have the advantage of encouraging scarce
birds such as Brambling and Siskin into gardens.
May was generally warm although migration was a little delayed at the start by thundery conditions.
Several heavy downpours may have washed out vulnerable nests but the combination of mild and damp will
have made soil invertebrates easily accessible for birds such as Blackbird, Starling and Robin. However a
cold snap in the middle of the month did not help but this was fortunately short lived. June was generally
warm particularly towards the end and this helped breeding Tits and other species with their feeding. The
warm weather of early and late July produced plentiful insects for Hirundines and Swifts. August was
generally warm which would have encouraged late broods and helped fledgling birds to develop quickly.
Once again, in the latter half of the year, we were denied any prolonged east winds which might have
encouraged unusual migrants in to our area but the warmth of October was quite remarkable and activity
around bird tables was undoubtedly reduced by this warmth and the abundance of food in the countryside.
This latter comment does not however apply to beech mast which was relatively scarce after an plentiful
supply last year. This probably eventually encouraged birds into gardens which were busy from midNovember onwards. Surprisingly there were one or two good flocks of Brambling around clearly finding
food other than their staple of beech mast. December ended the year with a cold spell which again pushed
birds into gardens for cotoneaster and holly berries among others and gave grand entertainment for those of
us who provide food regularly.
Notwithstanding the lack of access to the countryside this year there remains an overall impression that
many of our commoner species are doing well in the area especially those often seen in gardens and
woodland. House Sparrows remain an enigma retaining a healthy presence in some suburban areas but
absent from others despite no discernible differences in habitat. Farmland species such as Skylark, Tree
Sparrow and Grey Partridge remain in severe difficulties due to inappropriate farming practices supported by
misguided subsidies favouring production over environmental considerations. Given this background there is
now real hope that significant changes are afoot which, in areas like ours, will give priority to farming
practices that support and nurture a healthier environment. A good example is the replacement of a headage
subsidy for sheep by area based payments which directly support reduced stocking regimes. A number of
our hard-pressed hill farmers have already taken advantage of Countryside Stewardship Schemes and others
are changing to an organic approach. Whatever our individual views about the merits of all these changes
one thing seems certain to me namely that our birds should benefit and populations should increase as a
result. I for one shall continue to live in hope that one positive thing to emerge from the ‘foot and mouth’
disaster will be healthier and more environmentally-friendly farming practices.
Another significant factor affecting our birdlife is the impact of global warming and this makes it all the
more important to monitor populations and chart their changes over time. It is with this in mind that I shall
continue to start each species report, for birds which breed in the area, with a comment on their population
status. These comments are supported by my own local observations and those of colleagues in the Society
in addition to national trends as measured by structured surveys run by such organisations as the British
Trust for Ornithology. Given the lack of access this year I was concerned that these remarks may lack
validity but on the whole I feel enough information is available to give a view albeit with a little less
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confidence than in previous years. Please continue to give me your opinions in the hope that anybody
reading this Report at some time in the future may be readily able to compare their current situation with
what we are experiencing now. With regard to populations there is one trend which is now very clear to me
namely the thankful return of the Song Thrush after its decline through most of the nineties — this is not just
an obvious local development but is supported by national data. The reasons are not entirely clear but my
personal view (unsupported by any science I hasten to add) is that the drought and its impact on food
supplies such as snails and worms was probably a significant factor — any other ideas?
Having mentioned gardens once I’d like to come back to this now-vital bird habitat. We can make such a
difference with our gardens by resisting the temptation to be too fussy. Leave your seedheads though the
winter and the birds will benefit from the extra food; provide cover for escape from predators and, in the case
of evergreens such as holly, roost sites as well; plant native species; build a pile of logs and leave it to rot;
don't rake away all your leaf fall and watch the Blackbirds etc rooting about in the leaf litter. In sum resist
the temptation to be too tidy especially in winter. A pristine winter garden with everything tidied away
leaving bare soil and close-cropped grass is of so much less value for our birds than a garden which, for a
while at least, is benignly ‘neglected’.
With regard to ‘foot and mouth’ a number of people have asked about the effect on birds and I guess there
are two main possibilities. Firstly the good news; the lack of disturbance in such areas as marginal land and
moorland may have increased the breeding success rate of species such as Golden Plover, Lapwing and
Curlew. Secondly the bad news; namely a suspicion that some of the
more unscrupulous landowners may have taken the opportunity to cull
species deemed undesirable such as raptors – only time will tell but
hopefully annual surveys over the next year or two may give us a steer in
this regard. Nonetheless I do think that any direct impact from ‘foot and
mouth’ will not last very long on the ground and I live in hope that this
disaster will produce the sort of long term benefits, in terms of more
environmentally-friendly farming practices, referred to above.
As usual the species’ reports cover all those seen in the year, the
highlights of which are as follows: the stunning drake Smew at Lindley
Wood on January 2nd; the Mandarin Ducks on the Wharfe around the
Strid where they now appear to be breeding; Waxwings (maximum of 60)
in Ilkley Town Centre in January; a Hawfinch seen at Strid Wood on
January 28th; Common Crane flying past Barden on April 18th; Little
Egret along the Wharfe between Burley and Otley in August/September;
the gorgeous male Red-backed Shrike at Bland Hill in the Washburn for
several weeks in September/October; the ongoing large winter flocks of
Curlew and Lapwing at Denton Hall; the influx of Brambling towards the
Little Egret
JG
end of the year with c100 seen at Lindley Wood; the steadily increasing
sightings of Red Kite.
Readers may recall my short commentary at the end of the Report last year ‘In Defence of the
Sparrowhawk’ which, to my surprise, produced a number of responses all of which were favourable. One of
these suggested I do the same for the Magpie so I have risen to the challenge! I have done this not without
some trepidation not least because I saw a Song Thrush nest in my garden being destroyed by a Magpie two
years ago. Please do not hesitate to let me have your views.
Finally, once again many thanks to all contributors to this report and especially those who submitted their
sightings in the order given in the report – it really is a very great help at this end. Please keep your
observations coming in through the year, including your own views about local bird populations and trends
and examples of unusual behaviour, all of which helps me to make the report a more interesting read. Last
but not least a special thanks to the Bradford Ornithological Group for allowing me to use their sightings —
this has been especially valuable in this difficult year when members’ reports have inevitably been reduced
by the lack of access. The Group are also to be congratulated on their work at the Barden watch-point above
Barden Tower where extensive watches have shown how important the Wharfe valley is for local and
migrational movement of raptors including Buzzard, Marsh, Hen and Montagu’s Harrier, Red Kite, Osprey,
Merlin, Peregrine and Hobby — if you’re interested in ‘what’s about’ do visit their ‘sightings’ section on
their website www.bradfordbirders.co.uk — it’s a mine of information.
Good luck for your 2002 birdwatching and do let me know how you’re getting on!
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CLASSIFIED LIST
In the Classified List I have used the usual abbreviations of GP for Gravel Pit. ‘Burley’ is Burley-inWharfedale, and when referring to Lindley, Swinsty, Fewston, Thruscross, Chelker and Grimwith, I mean
the reservoirs or their vicinity at these locations. Lower Wharfedale is taken to mean the area downstream
from Barden Bridge and Upper Wharfedale the area above Barden Bridge. The sequence and nomenclature
used is that of Voous, K.H., List of Recent Holarctic Species (1973 & 1977), B.O.U. 1977.
LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis
Uncommon breeding/local migrant. Population stable.
Sightings were received for most months of the year mainly from Knotford (maximum of 13 on November
11th), Otley GP (maximum of 9 on October 23rd), Low Dam (below Thruscross), Kex Gill and along the
Wharfe at various locations. No direct evidence of breeding. (BOG, CJC, PB&JBP, LGD, LD, PBR, GT,
JW, GSH, JD, PJC, MHA)
GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus
Common breeding resident/local migrant.
Population stable.
Reported for much of the year from various sites
in Lower Wharfedale, the Washburn and
Chelker. The maximum recorded was 12 at
Otley GP on February 26th. Successful breeding
was confirmed at Knotford and attempts were
made elsewhere, including Lindley, but were not
thought successful probably due to disturbance
and/or fluctuating water levels, both of which
appear to be a real problem for this species in the
Washburn Valley. ( N&AB, PD&JBP, CJC, PR,
PJC, GSH, JD)
CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo
Common passage/long-staying visitor.
Population numbers markedly rising.
Reported increasingly in both Wharfedale and
the Washburn, with a maximum of 81 birds at
the Lindley roost on January 29th. Although no
evidence of breeding, presence is now noted
throughout the year. Several 'sinensis' birds (i.e. of the race P c sinensis which is from central and southern
Europe and Asia) were present in the Washburn for part of the year. (PJC, BOG, CJC, PD&JBP, DLR,
GSH, PBR, LGD, KL)
SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis
Rare visitor.
A single bird was present at Knotford on 1st March but did not linger. (BOG)
LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta
Rare visitor.
A single bird lingered on the Wharfe between Burley and Otley GP for most of August and September.
(BOG, CJC)
GREY HERON Ardea cinerea
Common breeding resident. Population stable/increasing.
Continues to prosper both nationally and in our area no doubt partly due to the absence of severe winters.
Widely reported throughout the year, usually single birds or small groups outside the main Heronries —
an exception to this is the large number (up to 20) often present at Leathley Trout Farm outside the
breeding season. Breeding was reported from Askwith, and in the Washburn. One bird was observed
taking a goldfish from a garden pond in Addingham (DLR) on 7th May.
WHITE STORK Ciconia ciconia
Rare passage migrant/local escape.
Two birds were seen over Otley GP on June 23rd but it must be assumed that these are the unmarked freeflying birds from Harewood House.

39

PURPLE HERON Ardea purpurea
Rare visitor.
A single bird, reported to be this species, was seen flying upriver over Otley on September 3rd. (J&PKS)
MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor
Common local breeding resident. Population stable.
Only reported from Lower Wharfedale and the Washburn with apparently successful breeding noted at
Otley GP. A maximum of 38 birds were present at Otley GP on November 19th. They are scarce in the
Washburn with the only records this year from Farnley and, most unusually, 3 birds at Thruscross on
October 31st. (CJC, PD&JBP, PR, PJC, BOG, KL)
WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus
Scarce passage migrant. Usually just a few sightings each year.
Two records this year namely 10 birds on Thruscross on March 20th and 6 at Otley GP on October 24th. As
usual neither of these groups lingered. The hybrid Mute/Whooper at Knotford/Otley has continued to cause
some comment through the year. (BOG, PJC)
PINK FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhynchus
Scarce passage migrant/visitor.
Most sightings this year were of over-flying skeins in January and February with flocks of c100 over
Burley and Ilkley on February 2nd and January 7th resp. and c200 over Denton on February 27th. There were
also a few skeins later in the year with numbers running to several hundred. Unusually only one single bird
was observed this year, at Knotford on March 7th. (CM, PJC, LGD, CJC, BOG)
GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser
Common resident breeder/visitor. Recent significant population increase.
The local, presumably feral, population continues to prosper with breeding suspected at Lindley and
Fewston as well as on the moors. There was a confirmed breeding record from Sun Lane where 5 goslings
fledged successfully. The largest flocks were observed at Denton with c220 being the maximum on March
7th. Other sites with large flocks were Lindley Wood and Fewston. Most other sightings were for the early
months of the year at sites throughout Lower Wharfedale, with a relative dearth for the second half — the
post-breeding moult appears to take place outside our recording area. (JW, GSH, PBR, MHA, BOG, PJC,
PD&JBP, N&AB, FCD)
CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis
Common breeding resident/visitor. Significant population increase in recent decades.
Now occurs commonly at Grimwith and downstream, with breeding at a wide variety of sites. However
there is evidence to suggest that it is no longer increasing in
numbers in our area. Observed virtually throughout the year with a
maximum of c300 at Fewston on August 3rd. Otley GP recorded 254
on February 26th. (PJC, CJC, GSH, PD&JBP, PBR, LGD, MVB)
SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna
Scarce passage migrant/visitor — may breed some years.
The maximum number seen was 2 adults and 4 juveniles at Otley
GP on July 7th & 8th although there was no clear evidence of
breeding at this site. This was the only location to produce sightings
apart from 3 juveniles at Lindley Wood on September 5th and an
adult at Chelker on November 24th. (PJC, PR, PD&JBP, BOG, GSH)
MANDARIN DUCK Aix galericulata
Rare visitor/escaped species.
This species has become well established in the Strid Wood area in
the last few years and is now breeding there—their origin is still
unknown. On February 12th a Park Ranger reported two clutches
with 9 eggs and juveniles were later observed. The most seen at this
site was 17 on January 11th but sightings were relatively common
for much of the year. Single birds were also seen at Burley and Swinsty. Whether or not this species
becomes a permanent part of the local avifauna remains to be seen. (BOG, CJC, PJC, GT, PD&JBP, DLR,
J&PKS, GSH)
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WIGEON Anas penelope
Scarce breeding resident and passage migrant with breeding probably confined to one site. Population
stable/increasing.
Apart from three early sightings all reports were for the latter half of the year with a maximum of 56 at
Knotford on December 23rd. Other sites included Swinsty, Otley GP and Lindley Wood. There was no
corroboration of breeding at the usual site, due to lack of access, but there is no reason to doubt that this
took place in some numbers. (BOG, PD&JBP, GSH, MVB, JD, PJC, CJC, PBR)
TEAL Anas crecca
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor. Probably in shallow decline.
Regularly present at a number of sites in the Washburn and Wharfedale valleys and breeding certainly
occurs in the area although no confirmed records were received. Numbers are usually small although
Lindley Wood had 93 on December 30th. (CJC, PR, PD&JBP, BOG, PJC, GSH)
MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor. Population stable.
Broods of ducklings with adults were reported throughout the breeding season at a variety of sites.
Breeding no doubt occurred throughout our area. High numbers were reported for the second half of the
year from Lindley Wood reaching a maximum of 191 on December 30th.
NORTHERN PINTAIL Anas acuta
Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor.
Sightings of single birds were reported from Knotford on May 20th, Swinsty on July 18th and Otley GP on
October 5th. (BOG)
GADWALL Anas strepera
Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor.
There were 5 at Knotford on January 22nd, a pair there on March 23rd, 3 at Otley GP on June 25th and a
juvenile there on August 16th. The final records were at Knotford with two pairs on December 13th, a male
on December 14th and a pair on December 25th (BOG, MVB, CJC, PD&JBP, PJC)
SHOVELER Anas clypeata
Scarce passage migrant. Bred in our area in 2000.
Only two sightings namely 4 birds at Knotford on September 14th and one at Lindley Wood on October
8th. (BOG, PJC)
POCHARD Aythya ferina
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
This species remains relatively uncommon throughout our area, sightings being generally restricted to the
colder months with 3 at Otley GP on August 23rd being quite unusual. The maximum seen was 30 at Otley
GP on January 27th. The only other sites for records were Knotford and Lindley Wood, the latter holding a
few birds for most of the early winter months. (GSH, JD, CJC, PBR, PJC, PD&JBP)
TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula
Common passage/winter visitor/local breeder. Population probably stable.
Widespread on reservoirs in the lower valleys at most times of the year and breeds at selected sites. Good
numbers included a maximum of 54 at Otley GP on February 26th. (CJC, PBR, PD&JBP, BOG, JD, PJC, FCD)
SCAUP Aythya marila
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
A good year with ten sightings reported from Otley GP, Fewston and Chelker covering January, February,
July, August and September. All were of single birds the exception being 2 on Chelker Reservoir on July
17th. (PJC, CM, PBR, PD&JBP, BOG)
EIDER Somateria mollissima
Rare passage migrant.
One sighting only of a single bird at Otley on December 21st. (BOG)
COMMON SCOTER. Melanitta nigra
Scarce passage migrant.
A good year with 6 birds on Chelker on July 1st, 3 at Kex Gill between July 7th and 13th (of which one
stayed another 2 weeks), 2 at Otley GP on August 25th and 13 at Swinsty on November 13th. (BOG)
GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula
Regular passage/winter visitor.
Present at a few sites in the Lower Wharfe and Washburn with some birds still being seen into April.
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Regularly observed at Knotford with up to 30 on February 2nd. Other sites were Otley GP, Swinsty,
Thruscross, and Lindley Wood with the latter holding a maximum of 28 on January 26th. Display
behaviour was observed at Lindley Wood on February 16th. (BOG, PBR, JD, PJC, GSH, CJC, N&AB,
PD&JBP)
SMEW Mergellus albellus
Scarce winter visitor.
A drake was present at Lindley Wood on January 2nd (what a splendid bird!) and single females were
observed on Chelker in January (twice) and on April 9th. (BOG, PBR)
GOOSANDER Mergus merganser
Scarce breeding resident and common winter visitor. Population significantly increased in recent decades
but an apparent downturn in the last two years or so may be due to culling by fishing interests.
Widespread throughout our area as a wintering and breeding species. The highest winter number reported
was 28 at Lindley Wood on January 13th. Reports from other sites included various stretches of the
Wharfe, Knotford, Otley GP, Ben Rhydding, Thruscross, Fewston and Swinsty, although numbers were
generally small. Adults with young were reported from Strid Wood and Ben Rhydding. Display behaviour
was reported from middle-December. A female on the river at Hawkswick on October 31 st was unusually
far upriver for the time of year. (CJC, PBR, JD, GSH, PD&JBP, GT, LGD, MHA, PJC, BOG, KL, PQ)
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator
Scarce visitor.
Only one sighting this year at Fewston on January 26th. (BOG)
RUDDY DUCK Oxyura jamaicensis
Scarce passage migrant/local breeder. Population probably stable.
A relatively recent addition to our fauna with a few sightings each year and now breeding at a private site.
Apart from Otley GP (female on October 4th) all sightings were single birds at Knotford in March, October
and November and a pair on April 14th. (PJC, PBR, BOG)
HONEY- BUZZARD Pernis apivorus
Rare passage visitor.
A pair were observed at Barden on May 26th and there was an unconfirmed sighting of a single bird near
Grass Wood on September 2nd. (BOG, PD&JBP)
RED KITE Milvus milvus
Scarce passage migrant.
A good number of sightings this year although only one was a definite Harewood bird. Birds were seen at
Lindley Wood, Barden, Leathley, Burley, Otley GP, Sword Point (Washburn), Knotford and Kettlewell.
All sightings were between April and December. It is intriguing that the Harewood released birds show so
little inclination to come into our area the reason being that most are showing a clear inclination to roam in
an easterly direction which is proving to be their preferred habitat. Nonetheless there is still every reason to
be optimistic that this marvellous raptor will become a regular feature of these reports as the release project
gathers momentum. (CJC, DA, O&DM, PJC, PD&JBP, FCD, BOG—subject to adjudication by the
relevant ornithological authorities)
MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosus
Scarce passage migrant.
A good year — Barden Fell produced 4 sightings between May and August with other sightings from Kex
Gill, Hanging Moor and Timble. (BOG, CM)
HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
There were 11 sightings this year from Barden, Kex Gill, Grassington, Timble and Ilkley Moor. Sightings
covered most months of the year excluding summer. The sightings were usually single birds but 3 were
seen at Barden on October 27th and November 14th. (PJC, BOG, PBR, LGD, KL, MHA)
MONTAGU’S HARRIER Circus pygargus
Rare visitor.
A female was seen at Barden on June 2nd and 3rd. (BOG)
GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis
Scarce passage migrant. May breed in the area.
Single birds were seen around Barden on a number of dates through to late summer. Otherwise sightings
were restricted to one site in the area on a number of occasions through the year — breeding may have
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occurred here but could not be confirmed. (BOG, PBR, PJC, CM)
SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus
Common breeding resident/passage visitor. Population stable.
The number and range of sightings reflect the widespread distribution of this species and reports were
received from a good selection of sites in Wharfedale and the Washburn. This is a bird likely to be seen at
any locality where woodland is in the vicinity and a number of reports have been received of hunting
(occasionally successful) in gardens. From accounts received, prey includes Collared Doves, ‘white’
Doves, Wood Pigeon, Tits, Finches, Blackbirds and Starlings. Evidence of successful breeding came from
the vicinities of Burley, Otley GP and Middleton Woods. A nest at the latter site successfully fledged 4
young. (N&AB, KL, CJC, GT, PD&JBP, GSH, PBR, DLR, LGD, D&JS, O&DM, PJC, FCD, JW, PQ)
ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD Buteo lagopus
Rare winter visitor.
One sighting this year on the edge of Denton Moor on November 15th — the bird could not be re-located.
BUZZARD Buteo buteo
Scarce passage migrant/visitor. Thought to have bred. Population has increased but this year’s picture
uncertain.
Thought to be spreading back into the area after a long decline although this year sightings were thought to
be down. Persecution may well be an ongoing factor. As usual Barden produced most sightings covering
every month of the year with the maximum being 7 on April 22nd. The most seen at one time was over
Grass Woods which had 8 on September 16th. Other sites were Conistone, Kex Gill, Beamsley Moor,
Littondale, Hubberholme, Starbotton, Kettlewell, Simon’s Seat, Hawkswick, Oughtershaw, Fewston,
Ilkley, Timble, Pool and Ben Rhydding. Birds were seen being mobbed by Raven, Crows, Rooks and
Sparrowhawk. (AJ, JW, DA, KL, D&ML, GSH, MVB, PBR, BOG, MHA, CJC, GT, LGD, AG, PD&JBP, PJC)
OSPREY Pandion haliaetus
Scarce passage migrant.
Usually seen at local reservoirs en route to breeding/wintering grounds. Number of sightings increasing no
doubt linked to the steady rise in numbers on the breeding grounds in Scotland. This year there were more
sightings in Spring/early Summer than in Autumn with single birds seen at Barden, Hardisty Hill,
Beamsley, Kex Gill and Burley Moor. There was one excellent record of 3 flying past Hardisty Hill on
March 28th in an hour and a quarter. Unfortunately autumn did not produce any lingering birds around the
Washburn reservoirs as has happened in the past. (BOG, PJC, CJC)
KESTREL Falco tinnunculus
Common breeding resident/passage visitor. Population probably stable.
Reported in small numbers, usually individuals or pairs. Sightings were somewhat reduced this year and
concentrated in the Washburn and Lower Wharfedale. Winter sightings may include birds from the
continent. There was one noteworthy records of 8 birds around the lower Washburn on January 25 th. (KL,
D&ML, PBR, O&DM, FCD, PJC, GSH, BOG)
RED-FOOTED FALCON Falco vespertinus
Rare visitor. One reported sighting of an adult male at Barden on July 20th. (PJC)
MERLIN Falco columbarius
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor. Population in recent decline.
A number of reports were received through Spring, Summer and Autumn from the Barden area. Other sites
included Kex Gill, Ilkley College, Kettlewell, Fewston and Hawksworth Moor. The first record was on
March 30th and the last was on October 27th. (GT, PD&JBP, BOG, PJC)
HOBBY Falco subbuteo
Scarce summer visitor/probable breeder. Population increasing.
This species is undoubtedly spreading northwards and the number of sightings is consequently increasing
to the extent that breeding in the area now seems highly likely for this species — it is renowned for being
exceptionally secretive through the breeding cycle and nest sites are therefore hard to find. Single birds
were reported from Otley, Grass Woods, Barden, Sun Lane and Knotford. Barden produced sightings of 2
birds on July 1st and 2nd. The first sighting was May 6th and the last was on September 2nd. (BOG, PJC,
PD&JBP, FCD)
PEREGRINE Falco peregrinus
Scarce resident/passage/winter visitor. Probable breeder. Population increasing.
A number of sightings this year although no information was received about potential breeding (likely to
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be in the upper Wharfe valley) with the exception of one site in the lower (surprisingly) valley. Most
reports were of single birds and covered all months of the year. There were a few sightings of 2 birds from
Barden, Hardisty Hill and Lindley Wood. Other sites were Kex Gill, Menston, Middleton, Timble,
Askwith Moor and Arncliffe.(JW, PJC, MVB, BOG, LGD, CJC)
RED GROUSE Lagopus lagopus
Common breeding resident. Population generally stable but subject to setbacks.
Few reports this year for obvious reasons. Several early reports would appear to indicate good numbers at
this time but this cannot be confirmed. A total of 35 birds were observed on Hawksworth Moor on October
16th. (PD&JBP, PR, D&ML, GSH)
RED LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa
Uncommon breeding resident, all released birds. Population stable except where releases occur.
Only five records received this year (two in April around Denton and three from Barden in April, June and
October) but this is almost certainly down to the lack of access to the countryside. (PBR, J&PKS, PJC, GSH)
GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix
Uncommon breeding resident. Population thought to be declining except where releases occur.
Only eight reports received (no doubt due to lack of access) from Chelker in January, near Strid Wood in
May, below Swinsty in July, Sun Lane, 5 males off Hag Farm Road (Burley), 15 birds on Hawksworth
Moor in October, 9 near Appletreewick in November and near Kex Gill in December. (DLR, D&HB, PBR,
GT, PD&JBP, FCD)
COMMON PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus
Common breeding resident subject to extensive rearing/releases. Population stable overall.
The rearing programmes ensure these birds are numerous in most areas, mainly on the valley sides and
moorland fringes.
WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus
Rare passage/winter visitor.
Single birds were seen at Otley GP on January 14th and 19th, November 11th and 23rd, December 3rd,
15th and 26th and at Sun Lane on March 10th. (PBR, CJC, BOG, PJC)
MOORHEN Gallinula chloropus
Common breeding resident/passage visitor. Population increasing.
Number of reports much reduced this year and limited to sites in the Washburn and along the Wharfe plus
Ilkley College. One observer thought there were ‘a lot about’ in the early part of the year. Declined
severely in the Washburn through the eighties but appears to have recovered well — almost certainly
following local efforts to control Mink which find the Moorhen an easy meal. A regular breeding pair on
the pool at Sun Lane have been forced off by Coot. A total of 25 at Addingham on December 12th was a
good count. (PBR, LGD, PD&JBP, DLR, PJC, PD&JBP, FCD)
COOT Fulica atra
Locally common breeding migrant. Population stable.
Breeding bird which undertakes local migration to the lowest reaches of our area in winter. This species
appears to still be doing well in the valleys. Maximum counts were again at Knotford with an astonishing
408 on December 30th. There was evidence of breeding at Sun Lane where several broods were reared.
(PBR, MVB, PD&JBP, CJC, GSH, PJC, BOG, FCD)
COMMON CRANE Grus grus
Rare passage migrant.
Just one record of a single bird over-flying Barden on April 18th — certainly one of the sightings of the
year. (BOG)
OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus
Locally common breeding migrant. Population probably increasing.
Breeding bird which leaves our area in winter. There was again plenty of evidence of an early return to
breeding areas, this species having widely established itself in the area as a breeding bird in recent times.
The earliest record was 10 birds at Otley GP on February 10th and the maximum was 45 on February 26th.
Evidence of breeding was received from Addingham, Otley GP, Grass Wood and Barden. Other sightings
came from Knotford and Burley. (BOG, PD&JBP, DLR, GT, LGD, KL, GSH, JW, PJC, PQ, FCD)
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius
Scarce breeding migrant. Population stable.
With the exception of a juvenile at Beaverdyke on August 19th, all records were from Otley GP. In addition
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breeding was confirmed as having successfully occurred at an unnamed site. (PBR, BOG, CJC, PJC)
COMMON RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula
Scarce breeding migrant. Population stable.
Recorded at two sites early and later in the year. Although not proven, successful breeding probably took
place at one of these sites. (BOG, CM)
DOTTEREL Charadrius morinellus
Rare passage migrant.
No sightings this year. All the traditional sites were of course out-of-bounds for the spring passage.
GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola
Rare passage migrant.
Just two sightings, both at Kex Gill, on September 29th and October 28th. (BOG)
GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria
Uncommon moorland breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population probably in decline.
Only eight sightings this year, from Knotford with 2 birds in March 2nd, a displaying bird at Hawkswick on
February 16th, some 80 + over-flying Barden on March 15th, a single bird at Kex Gill on August 25th, 24
over Denton Moor on November 15th, c200 at Chelker on November 24th and December 24th and a single
bird at Otley GP on December 12th. (CJC, GT, GSH, BOG, PJC)
NORTHERN LAPWING Vanellus vanellu
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population probably
declining.
Breeding bird which usually migrates west and/or south out of the
recording area in winter. Winter sightings of large flocks are likely
to be from the continent. Maximum assemblies were c800 at
Chelker on November 24th, c400 at Denton on January 14th and
c300 at Otley GP on January 19th. Many other large counts were
received from these sites for the winter months. Other sites were
Ash Holme (Burley), Kettlewell, Lindley Wood, Bolton Abbey,
Addingham, and Denton. Reports were received for most of the
year although the only confirmed breeding records were for at
least 5 pairs at Otley GP and at a Norwood site after an absence of
several years — perhaps this may be indicative of an upturn in
fortune for this species. Certainly this area remains a stronghold
for them. (CJC, GT, PD&JBP, PJC, PBR, DLR, MHA, BOG,
N&AB, JW, D&ML, O&DM, FCD, GSH)
TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres
Rare passage migrant.
Just one record namely from Otley GP with a single bird on May 14th. (BOG)
DUNLIN Calidris alpina
Scarce passage visitor. Probably still breeds in the area but numbers much reduced.
All records from Otley GP where 2 were seen on April 30th and May 3rd and 16th plus 5 on November 18th.
The only exception was a record of 9 at Lindley Wood on November 9th. (BOG)
LITTLE STINT Calidris minuta
Rare passage migrant.
Just one record of 3 birds at Lindley Wood on September 26th. (BOG)
JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus
Rare migrant/winter visitor.
There were three sightings of single birds at Otley GP on February 24th, March 2nd and July 27th.
COMMON SNIPE Gallinago gallinago
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor. Population either stable or in shallow decline.
This is a well-established breeding species in the area thanks to the extensive availability of its breeding
habitat of marshland, especially around moorland sites. It is subject to movement out of the area in winter
but may retain a presence at lower valley sites such as Otley GP if the winter weather is not severe. The
earliest record this year was 25 birds at Otley GP on February 24 th. Other sightings came from Whetstone
Gate, Castley, Kettlewell, Kex Gill, West End, Sun Lane and Chelker some of these involving ‘drumming’
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birds. The best sightings for the second half of the year came from Otley GP with 11 birds on November
11th and Chelker with 21 birds on December 14th. There was a garden record in Addingham with a single
bird in a stream at the bottom of the garden on December 22nd. (PJC, DLR, GSH, BOG, FCD, CJC, GT,
PD&JBP, PBR)
WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola
Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant/winter visitor. Probably in decline.
Thought to breed extensively throughout the area at appropriate sites. Numbers are supplemented by
continental migrants in winter with resident birds thought to over-winter if not too cold. Reports were well
down this year being restricted to birds being flushed at Thruscross on March 28 th and Strid Wood on
April 16th and June 4th. (BOG, PBR, PJC)
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa
Rare passage migrant.
A good year with three records, two of which were from Otley GP with a single bird on April 25 th and a
pair on July 10th. Also a single bird at Thruscross on July 8th. (PD&JBP, BOG)
CURLEW Numenius arquata
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population stable.
A widespread breeding bird throughout the area at suitable sites, which usually moves west and south for
winter. Appears to be doing well. Also over-winters in the Wharfe valley bottom (although these are
thought to be usually continental birds) if there is no severe weather to drive them away. Denton yielded
the largest count with up to 500 on January 10th — it is worthy of note that this figure represents three per
cent of inland wintering Curlew in the UK! Otley GP produced a maximum of c250 on February 9 th and
Askwith had 400+ on December 12th although the birds at these two sites are likely to be the same that
frequent Denton. No confirmed breeding records although there was ‘suspicious’ behaviour at Barden
Bridge by anxious adult birds. Notwithstanding the dearth of records this year there is every reason to
believe that our area remains a stronghold. (D&RH, GT, LGD, PBR, BOG, JW, O&DM, FCD, GSH, KL,
PD&JBP, PJC)
WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus
Scarce passage migrant.
There were five sightings namely single birds at Otley GP on May 2 nd and at Swinsty on May 9th, 4 overflying Otley May 8th, 5 birds over-flying Kex Gill July 7th and 2 at Chelker August 27th. (BOG, PBR, PJC)
COMMON REDSHANK Tringa totanus
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population probably stable.
Numbers of reports were low this year, the sites featured being Lindley Wood, Arndale, roadside at Dick
Hudsons, Otley GP, Conistone, Barden and Thruscross. Breeding was proven at Otley GP, Ilkley Moor and
(probably) at Conistone. There were no records for the deep winter months the earliest being February 25 th
at Otley GP. (GT, PD&JBP, PJC, CJC, PBR, BOG)
COMMON GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia
Scarce passage visitor.
This is an uncommon migrant for the area with records usually restricted to summer. A disappointing
passage year with only three records namely single birds at Otley GP on May 3 rd and July 16th and at
Chelker on September 2nd. (PBR, PJC, BOG)
GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus
Scarce passage visitor.
A disappointing year with just three records, all of single birds at Lindley Wood, on September 2 nd and 26th
and October 4th. (BOG)
COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population possibly in shallow decline.
Present throughout the area at suitable sites in spring/summer. A good number of records were received,
usually of 1/2 birds, between April 15th and November 1st the latter being unusually late and featuring 2
birds at Otley GP which had stayed from October 15th. Other sites reported were Barden, Strid Wood,
Grass Wood, Lindley Wood, Conistone, Yockenthwaite and Kex Gill. The only confirmed breeding record
was from Strid Wood. (PBR, CJC, GT, PJC, PD&JBP, GSH, JW, BOG)
BLACK HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor. Population may be declining after big increase in recent
decades.
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This species winters in the area in large numbers with roosts of c3000 at Swinsty for example in January
and c1000 at Addingham for example. (Interestingly this species — compared with Common Gull — was
substantially in the majority at the Swinsty gull roost in January and yet substantially in the minority by
December). These large roosts commence in late September and build to a peak by February then rapidly
diminish towards the breeding season. Breeding occurs on local moors insofar as it is allowed by
gamekeepers who usually discourage large colonies. The main site is at Upper Barden. Most Gulls seen in
the area through the year will be this species — one observer described them as ‘numerous and
ubiquitous’. (LGD, PR, D&ML, GSH, KL, FCD, PD&JBP)
COMMON GULL Larus canus
Common passage/winter visitor. Small number of breeding records.
A species which usually only winters in the area although a few immatures have been observed through
summer and a small number are thought to breed in the Upper Barden Black-headed Gull colony. There
were several reports of flocks over 100 with the best being c4500 at the Swinsty gull roost in lateDecember. Other sites include Otley GP (maximum of 340+ on February 13th), Grassington, Littondale,
Thruscross, Knotford and Lindley. (PBR, D&ML, GSH, KL, PD&JBP, PJC)
MEDITTERANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus
Rare visitor.
There was a first-winter in the Swinsty gull roost on January 1st and an adult at the same site on January
12th. (BOG)
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus
Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor. Probably declining due to control at breeding sites.
This species both winters in the area and breeds on local moors where not disturbed by gamekeepers
concerned by their propensity to eat anything that moves! No large counts were reported but small
numbers were seen on a few occasions. (BOG, PR, PJC)
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus
Uncommon passage/winter visitor. A few birds winter in the area eventually flying north to their breeding
grounds. The odd immature may stay all year. Sightings were minimal with the highest numbers being 6 at
the Swinsty roost January 10th and again on December 27th plus 4 at Chelker January 20th. (PR, CJC, BOG)
HERRING GULL Larus argentatus
Uncommon visitor breeding at one known locality.
Less common than other Gulls with just a few reports each year. There are a small number of breeding
pairs at the Upper Barden Black-headed Gull colony. Sightings reported included 6 at the Swinsty gull
roost on January 10th and 2 at Knotford on January 24th. (CJC, PR)
YELLOW-LEGGED GULL Larus cacchinans
Rare visitor.
An adult bird was seen in the Swinsty gull roost on January 12th. (BOG)
KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla
Rare passage/winter visitor.
Single birds were seen at Lindley Wood on April 4th and at Knotford on August 11th. (BOG)
ICELAND GULL Larus glaucoides
Rare passage/winter visitor.
An adult was seen in the field north of Ben Rhydding GP on March 24th. (BOG)
COMMON TERN Sterna hirundo
Scarce passage migrant. Occasionally breeds.
Usually a few birds pass through in spring/summer and this year was no exception with sightings at Otley
GP, Swinsty and Knotford between May and July. Bred successfully at one site in the area with 2 young
being fledged. (PD&JBP, CJC, PR, BOG, PJC, J&PKS, GSH)
BLACK TERN Chlidonias niger
Rare passage migrant.
One sighting of a single bird at Otley GP on May 7th. (BOG)
FERAL PIGEON Columba livia
Uncommon resident breeder. Population probably stable.
Mainly seen in urban areas of Ilkley and Otley with a few small groups also in rural areas.
STOCK DOVE Columba oenas
Common breeding resident. Population stable.
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Although probably present all year in most years, numbers likely to fluctuate during winter as resident
birds move out in a cold snap and it may disappear altogether for a time. This is very much a rural bird in
the area and is certainly under-recorded. Extensive observations in the Washburn valley suggest that this
area is a stronghold with 35 birds seen on November 23rd. There are a number of breeding sites and there
is every reason to expect that the bird holds a similar status in the Wharfe valley.
WOOD PIGEON Columba palumbus
Common breeding resident. Population stable.
Present all year in good numbers throughout the area but with a tendency to move to the lower parts of the
valleys in winter and may disappear in a severe cold spell. Nonetheless there was a surprising record of
c1500 in the lower Washburn valley on January 26th and this appears to be part of a significant winter
influx. Garden records are now quite common particularly where regular feeding occurs. One garden had a
predator kill after which the previously common Wood Pigeons were absent for several months —
according to the BTO it is certainly possible that the two incidents were related. (JW)
COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto
Common breeding resident. Population stable.
Tends to be concentrated in urban, suburban and village environments. Surprisingly rare in rural habitats
— in the Washburn, for example, the only record upstream of Leathley was at Timble where breeding is
thought to have occurred. Nests for most of the year — an Addingham garden had a bird sat on one egg in
a holly bush on January 13th — as a juvenile this bird was subsequently taken by a cat on February 18th.
One Ilkley garden reported a complete absence throughout the year — most unusual.
CUCKOO Cuculus canorus
Scarce breeding migrant. Population declining.
The earliest calling bird was from Barden on April 16th. A total of only eleven more records were received
from Kex Gill, Conistone, Middleton, Ilkley Moor, Grass Wood, Sun Lane, Strid Wood and Burley. The
only evidence of successful breeding was a juvenile at Kex Gill on August 14 th. There was a distinct
impression of numbers again being reduced this year — this would be consistent with the national trend
over the last five years at least although the lack of access must have had an impact. (GT, CJC, PD&JBP,
FCD, JW, PJC, PBR, GSH, D&ML, JD, KL)
LITTLE OWL Athene noctua
Locally common breeding resident. Population stable.
Probably still doing well but markedly fewer records from the upper sections of the valleys. Single birds
and pairs were widely reported from Otley up to Arncliffe and Buckden. There were no confirmed
breeding records due no doubt to lack of access. Records were concentrated in the period January —
August. (CJC, GT, PD&JBP, N&AB, PR, DLR, FCD, PJC, KL, MVB)
TAWNY OWL Strix aluco
Common breeding resident. Population stable.
Again sparsely recorded in Upper Wharfedale, no doubt linked to the reduced woodland cover, but
apparently widespread elsewhere. Records, including from gardens, were received for most months of the
year. Evidence of breeding was received from Strid Wood, where an adult was observed with 3 juveniles,
and Strid Wood. (PD&JBP, PR, GT, AMG, PJC, JW, KL, FCD, D&ML, GSH, MHA)
EURASIAN EAGLE OWL Bubo bubo
Escaped bird. Occasional reports, covering most of the year, from the south west urban area of Ilkley. The
source of the escape is not known. (MHA, D&ML)
SHORT EARED OWL Asio flammeus
Scarce breeding migrant/resident. Population either stable or in shallow decline.
Mostly vacates our area in winter although winter records can occur. All records this year were for the
period April to September. Observations were received from Barden, Draughton, Bolton Abbey,
Whetstone Gate, Kex Gill and Hoodstorth. No confirmed breeding records. (BOG, D&HB, LGD, GSH)
SWIFT Apus apus
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population probably stable/may be in shallow decline.
The first of the year were 2 birds over Addingham on April 29th. Subsequently seen throughout Wharfedale
and the Washburn but concentrated in the lower valleys with nest sites typically in urban areas. More
sightings through to August although concentrated in May. The largest flocks observed were c100 over
Otley GP May 15th and c300 August 13th at the same site. The last record was of 2 birds over Addingham
on August 23rd. (N&AB, CJC, GT, PD&JBP, DLR, PJC, BOG, J&PKS, FCD, HJ&BS, KL, GSH, MVB, JD)
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KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis
Uncommon breeding resident along suitable rivers and lagoons. Population probably stable.
Reports from throughout the lower part of the area with sightings as far up the Wharfe as Barden. Birds
were seen throughout the year. This species appears to be thriving at the moment presumably linked to the
absence of prolonged, hard, winters. Unusual records were 3 birds at Ben Rhydding on August 23rd and a
single bird at a pond in the middle of Burley. There was one sighting to confirm breeding namely 2
juveniles at Gallows Hill on July 4th. (KL, CJC, MHA, PD&JBP, BOG, D&HB, FCD, LGD, DA, J&JD,
JW, JH, D&JS, D&ML, DLR, GSH, MVB, PJC)
GREEN WOODPECKER Picus viridis
Common breeding resident. Population stable.
Appears to be holding its own throughout the area. Records received were usually of single birds often
detected by their distinctive 'yaffle' and they covered as far up the Wharfe valley as Yockenthwaite. There
were also a number of records for the Washburn up to and beyond Thruscross. No confirmed evidence of
breeding although Sun Lane is a regular site. (PBR, CJC, GT, LGD, D&ML, JW, D&ML, FCD, GSH,
MVB, KL, PJC)
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopus major
Common breeding resident. Population stable.
A fair number of reports for a species that appears to be doing well in our area. Breeding was noted at
Middleton Woods only. There were a number of reports of garden visiting at various times of the year but
most commonly in winter and, with juveniles, in summer. These garden sightings included feeding on RedHot Pokers which is a recent phenomenon reported throughout the country. One bird feeding at Grass
Wood was reported as being ‘hassled’ by Willow or Wood Warbler — strange behaviour indeed. (DLR,
GT, CJC, LGD, AG, JW, HJ&BS, PJC, D&JS, KL, D&ML, GSH, MVB, JD, FCD)
LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopus minor
Scarce breeding resident. Population possibly in decline.
This species is not far from the northern limit of its range and obviously remains difficult to find. Reported
from Strid Wood, Knotford Nook, Sun Lane, Lindley Wood (on a garden feeder!) and Middleton Woods
the latter being a report of hole excavation on May 7th. However there were no confirmed breeding
records. (GT, BOG, PJC, FCD)
SKYLARK Alauda arvensis
Common breeding resident. Population declining — in danger of becoming scarce.
The steep national population decline of this species is well-documented and is perhaps being reflected in
our area. Favoured sites were Great Whernside (one singing), Fleet Moss (one singing), Otley Chevin (3
singing), Timble (an October migrating party of 22 birds), Kex Gill (October migrating party of 13 birds),
Burley Moor and Langbar. Records were usually of 1/2 singing birds. This species usually vacates our area
through the depths of winter and the last record of the year was November 25th with 5 birds over-flying
Kex Gill. (N&AB, CJC, GT, BOG, O&DM, PD&JBP, PJC)
SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population fluctuates strongly but on the up at the moment.
Nesting sites were noted along the Wharfe at suitable sites between Castley and Buckden although the only
known site in the Washburn was a small colony at Hoodstorth just north of Thruscross. The most seen was
c200 on June 23rd and July 19th at Otley GP. The earliest record was 3 at Knotford on March 25 th and the
latest was 28 at Otley GP on September 17th. A fascinating report was received of a bird ringed at Ben
Rhydding on July 29th ‘controlled’ near Madrid on September 11th — a journey of 1530 kms in 44 days.
(CJC, PD&JBP, BOG, LGD, JW, KL, MHA, D&ML, FCD, MVB)
BARN SWALLOW Hirundo rustica
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population stable.
This species appears to be well distributed throughout the area, mainly in rural areas wherever suitable
nesting sites exist. Only a small number of reports were received the first being on April 2 nd with a single
bird at Knotford and the last being 3 at Lindley Wood on October 10th. (CJC, BOG, PBR, JW, HJ&BS,
KL, PD&JBP, PJC)
HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbica
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population stable.
An under-reported species which, despite some population concerns, appears to be doing well in our area.
Some significant numbers were mentioned with the best being 300+ at Fewston. The first sighting was
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April 7th with a single bird at Knotford and the last was from October 11th with 12 birds over-flying Otley.
(CJC, PBR, GT, BOG, JW, MVB, FCD, PJC)
TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population increasing.
Although still uncommon in the area the Washburn valley has certainly seen an increase in recent years at
suitable sites on the valley side. Numbers in the Norwood Edge/Sword Point area of the Washburn were
again high compared with several years ago and it is thought that successful breeding occurred here. Other
sites included Ilkley Moor, Strid Wood, Gallows Hill, Hubberholme, Langstrothdale, Arncliffe to
Hawkswick and around Buckden. Up to 5 were reported singing at the last four sites. The earliest sighting
was from Gallows Hill on April 25th. (PBR, PD&JBP, CJC, GT, MVB)
MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor. Population probably in decline.
Mainly found high on the valley sides but usually moves off the moors and down the valleys in winter.
Overall numbers however are probably reduced from a few years ago. Birds were being seen as early as
January including 3 birds above Thruscross on January 4th. The small number of reports received talk of a
few only with the exception of early-morning migration observers in September at Kex Gill where c390
were seen over-flying south on September 28th. A few birds were still being seen in the valleys and around
the moorland edges in December. (BOG, PBR, GT, PD&JBP, PJC)
YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor. Still holding on despite significant decline.
As usual most reports were from the upper valley with breeding confirmed at Halton Gill, Coniston, Foxup
and Kettlewell/Starbotton. On July 8th a total of 9 birds were seen at Halton Gill. There was no report of a
repeat of last year’s breeding success at a site near Otley although a pair was seen at Knotford on May 26th
and a single bird at Otley GP on May 9th and August 22nd. The latest record was a single bird at Otley GP
on September 9th. (CM, MVB, PD&JBP, DLR, JW, GT, N&AB, JWB, CJC, LD, GSH)
GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea
Common breeding resident/partial migrant. Population possibly increasing.
Appears to have had another good season — this is one of those species that benefits significantly from the
absence of harsh winters and is currently plentiful and widespread at suitable sites. Reports of successful
breeding came from both the Wharfe and Washburn valleys including Addingham, Ilkley, Middleton,
Otley GP, the river at Burley and below Otley, Swinsty, Lindley Wood and near Hubberholme. Sightings
were submitted from throughout the area. (PR, PD&JBP, MHA, GT, N&AB, DLR, PBR, FCD, PJC)
PIED WAGTAIL Motacilla alba
Common breeding resident/partial migrant. Population possibly increasing.
Present throughout the year with some local movement including coming together in large roosting flocks
in winter in the lower stretches of the valleys such as central Ilkley — the roost (c200) opposite Lloyds
Bank is still in use. There was also an interesting report of c35 in a field above Thruscross. A small number
of reports from the area this year with confirmed evidence of breeding in just two cases — one pair nesting
in a roadside wall near Conistone and an adult feeding 2 juveniles near Kettlewell on September 28 th. The
population of this species would appear to be in a healthy state. One White Wagtail (different race) was
observed in the centre of Ilkley January 10th. (N&AB, FCD, PBR, AG, LGD, PJC, GT, PD&JBP, P&JKS)
WAXWING Bombycilla garrulus
Scarce winter visitor with reports in most years.
This year there were a number of reports covering the first three months of the year from Ilkley town
centre car park, Otley, Timble, Burley by-pass and Ben Rhydding. Numbers varied from 6 at the latter site
to c60 in Ilkley and going to roost on the north side of Timble Plantation. Definitely a good year with
several observers reporting close views. In Ilkley a single Mistle Thrush held c40 at bay for a while, in a
Mountain Ash tree, but it was eventually overwhelmed. (BOG, PBR, MHA, DLR, LGD, GT, CJC, DA,
KL, GSH, PJC)
DIPPER Cinclus cinclus
Scarce breeding resident. Population stable.
Seemingly unchanged in status, with single birds and/or pairs reported along the Wharfe from
Yockenthwaite to Burley. Also in the upper and lower stretches of the Washburn, including a number of
confirmed breeding reports from Barden, Strid Wood and the river at Burley. The river around Barden was
observed to hold breeding territories for seven pairs. There was a report of a nesting attempt under the Old
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Bridge at Ilkley (apparently a regular site) which was unfortunately washed-out. One bird was heard
singing on the river at Burley on October 31st. (KL, MHA, PD&JBP, N&AB, CJC, GT, PBR, GSH, PJC)
WREN Troglodytes troglodytes
Common breeding resident. Population has probably increased.
A widespread breeder even up on to the moors. Some evidence of successful breeding. This is one of our
commonest birds which is benefiting from our current mild winters. One interesting report was a single
bird feeding on peanuts in an Addingham garden. (DLR)
DUNNOCK Prunella modularis
Common breeding resident. Population stable.
Status apparently unchanged — a widespread and successful resident. A common garden species. Tends to
be under-reported. One bird was sitting on eggs in a privet hedge in Burley on April 5th. (FCD)
ROBIN Erithacus rubecula
Common breeding resident/winter visitor. Population stable/increasing.
A familiar and much-loved resident in good numbers throughout our region. Seems to be doing well.
Reported again feeding from peanut feeders in several gardens and plenty of evidence of successful
breeding with several observers noting that they appeared to be doing better than ever.
COMMON REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population probably
increasing.
Probably had another good year in the area. The first record was on April
16th (later than usual) in the Washburn — most sightings were submitted
for May and June. Records cover most of the area and extend through to
late-August although most of these later records are thought to be
migrants passing through the area. Successful breeding was noted in the
upper Wharfe — juveniles were observed near Conistone on July 9th. The
last record was September 9th near Swinsty. (GT, PBR, CJC, PD&JBP,
BOG, JW, GSH, MVB)
COMMON STONECHAT Saxicola torquata
Scarce breeder/passage/winter visitor. Population increasing.
The number of sightings has continued at the previous year’s high level
presumably linked to the recent pattern of mild winters — at this rate we
shall soon be referring to it as a ‘common’ bird in the area! There was
just one confirmed breeding record from Snowden Crags. Other sightings
were reported from Askwith Moor, Blubberhouses, Barden Moor, Simon’s Seat (3 birds), Kex Gill, Rocky
Valley and Whetstone Gate. Most of these records were for pairs. (PD&JBP, LGD, GT, BOG, CJC, GSH)
WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population probably in shallow decline.
Continues to be found in a few favoured localities but reports were scarce with the normal early and late
records completely absent due no doubt in part to the lack of access. No breeding records were submitted.
(PD&JBP, CJC, PBR)
WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population probably stable.
Only a few reports were received this year with only one covering the upper valley namely near
Yockenthwaite on April 21st when 6 birds were observed. The earliest record was on April 6th at Whetstone
Gate and the latest was a single bird on October 9th on the trig. point on Rombalds Moor. Late August and
September records are thought to be mostly passage migrants from the northern breeding areas. (PBR,
CJC, PD&JBP, GT, BOG, JW, GSH)
RING OUZEL Turdus torquatus
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population declining.
The earliest record this year was from Barden with a male on April 1 st followed by another male at
Whetstone on April 3rd. Thereafter there were no records (lack of access no doubt responsible) until 2 birds
were seen at Spicey Gill on August 3rd and a single bird at Hebers Ghyll on August 10th. This was followed
by five records from the moor edge at Ilkley College and Kex Gill, all in September and October. The last
sighting was very late with a single bird at Kex Gill on October 28th. There were no breeding records.
(BOG, MHA, D&ML)
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BLACKBIRD Turdus merula
Common breeding resident/winter visitor. Population stable.
Remains a common and widespread breeding bird present throughout the year, with winter numbers being
significantly enhanced due to the influx of continental migrants. Nationally there is some evidence of a
decline in breeding numbers but this trend is not yet obvious in our area with gardens reporting breeding
success from a number of broods. There were several reports of Sparrowhawk and window-collision kills
and one nest with 4 eggs was destroyed by a Squirrel in June in an Addingham garden. (DLR)
FIELDFARE Turdus pilaris
Common winter/passage visitor.
Reports of large flocks were mostly from early in the year and presumably were caused by passage birds
stopping to feed — one such group near Langbar numbered c300 with another at Knotford around the same
size. By contrast the reports of flocks later in the year did not exceed c150. Otherwise most reports were
for between 25 and 100. A single bird was seen being chased off by a Mistle Thrush in whose tree in had
made the mistake to land. The change in the second half of winter from berry-feeding to ground-feeding, as
the former supply became exhausted, was again noticeable and flock numbers tended to reduce somewhat
around this time, prior to building again just prior to departure. (CJC, DLR, PBR, BOG, GT, N&AB, FCD,
LGD, D&ML, GSH, PD&JBP, PJC)
SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos
Common breeding resident/winter visitor. Population increasing.
Only a few records were received but several observers commented that there were good numbers of
singing birds compared with several years ago and it now seems beyond doubt that an improvement is
occurring in our area — might this be related to the mid-nineties drought and the feeding difficulties this
might have caused for this species? There were numerous records of singing birds including early in
January in a Burley garden. Evidence of nest building was received but few sightings of young birds the
best being 5 in an Addingham garden which fledged successfully on May 30th with the same pair fledging
a further 4 later in the year. Fledglings were also being fed in a Burley garden on June 3rd. An Ilkley garden
had a considerable influx in October (peaking on 18th) feeding on yew berries along with Redwing.
Although birds are present in autumn/early-winter they are generally very skulking and difficult to see in
addition to which migration south and west occurs which is exacerbated if winter conditions turn harsh.
Nonetheless there were a healthy number of sightings in the last months of the year perhaps due to the
recent population improvement and the mild end to the year. Let us hope that this encouraging picture
continues for this most beautiful songster. (PBR, CJC, PD&JBP, GT, DLR, JW, KL, O&DM, GSH, PJC, FCD)
REDWING Turdus iliacus
Common winter/passage visitor.
Few large flocks were observed the best being c300 at Addingham on January 15th, c300 at Otley on
October 19th and a record of c200 on January 1st from Sun Lane — otherwise most submissions were for
between 20 and 100. No especially late or early records were received. A number of instances of garden
feeding were reported and a dead bird was noted under berries at Weeton. (GT, PJC, CJC, DLR, PD&JBP,
PBR, MHA, LGD, BOG, JW, D&JS, KL, D&ML, MVB, JD, FCD)
MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus
Common breeding resident. Population stable.
Few reports were received but apparently still widespread and prospering — again the reported national
decline does not appear to be replicated in our area. Easily observed virtually throughout the year although
does become rather more elusive when moulting in late summer. Singing birds were reported from October
onwards and there were a number of examples of them guarding berry-covered trees including one with an
unusual preference for yellow berries, over red, in a Burley garden. One record of a pair feeding fledglings
on May 4th at Barden Bridge. (GT, PBR, HJ&BS, FCD, D&JS, KL, GSH, PJC)
SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Scarce breeding migrant. Population stable.
Most sightings came from Otley GP and Knotford where successful breeding occurred with an adult seen
feeding young on July 2nd at the latter site and probably 3 breeding pairs with juveniles at the former site.
Later sightings were also received from Lindley Wood, Gallows Hill, Sun Lane and Fewston the latter site
being a known breeding haunt but not accessible during the breeding season this year. There was an
unusual record of a bird killed flying into a patio door in an Addingham garden on August 2 nd. (CJC, PJC,
PBR, BOG, FCD, DLR)
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GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia
Rare visitor. This species formerly bred in the area but there has been no evidence for many years. A
single bird was seen and heard at Otley GP on 25th and 26th July. (BOG)
LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population fluctuates but currently in decline.
The most interesting records came from an Otley garden where two broods possibly were fledged.
Otherwise only four records received with single birds at Knotford on May 3 rd and May 12th, Catley on
May 20th and Sun Lane on August 25th. (PJC, BOG, PD&JBP, FCD)
COMMON WHITETHROAT Sylvia communis
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population probably increasing.
The first sighting was 4 singing birds at Gallows Hill on April 28th — successful breeding was
subsequently proven at this site. Reports were also received from Otley GP (with a single bird being seen
on June 29th), Weeton and Sun Lane. (PD&JBP, CJC, DLR, N&AB, PBR, PJC, BOG)
GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population stable.
Well distributed in the Lower Wharfe and Washburn. First reported from Knotford on May 4th followed by
a number of sightings in May and June from Barden, Ben Rhydding GP, Middleton Woods, Lindley
Wood, Gallows Hill, Sun Lane and Strid Wood. Breeding was proven at Gallows Hill and Ben Rhydding
GP — at the latter site there were two surprising records of 7 birds on May 6 th and 12 birds on May 10th.
One unusual record was a single bird well up the valley at Hawkswick on May 5 th. The last record for the
year was exceptionally late with a single bird at Lindley Wood on September 26th. (PJC, KL, CJC, GT,
PD&JBP, JW, D&ML, MHA, FCD, MVB)
BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor/winter visitor. Population increasing.
Distributed throughout the area (but not on higher ground) though rather scarce in the upper reaches of the
Wharfe. The recent national increase appears to be reflected in our area with many reports, including
evidence of breeding. There is also evidence of birds, believed to be from the continent, over-wintering in
the area and many winter records (usually garden) were received. They are very fond of fruit in gardens but
are quite catholic in their taste and have been observed on nuts. (NB. The latest estimate of over-wintering
Blackcaps is 55,000 for the whole of the U.K. and rising). Apart from winter records birds were observed
from April to October. The ‘first’ record was April 4th by the river in Addingham and the ‘last’ was
October 4th from the Trout Farm at Lindley. Though there were many sightings there was no proof of
breeding. (CJC, DLR, PD&JBP, D&HB, AG, BOG, PBR, LGD, FCD, PJC, JW, KL, GSH, MVB, JD)
WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix
Uncommon breeding migrant. Population declining.
Nationally in decline and this is being reflected in our area with numbers well down in the Washburn
valley for example and numbers of records submitted on a declining trend. However Strid Wood remains a
stronghold and most reports were again from here including one count of 16 (including 15 males) birds on
May 9th. Other sites were Heber’s Ghyll, Panoramas Woods, Knotford and Grass Wood, this latter site
providing the only proof of breeding with a pair feeding newly-fledged young on June 13th. The first
sighting was one bird at Strid Wood on April 26th and the last was on August 10th at Knotford. (PD&JBP,
GT, BOG, CJC, PJC, JW, KL, D&ML)
CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita
Common breeding migrant/passage/winter visitor. Population probably increasing.
There was one report of a wintering bird seen at Swinsty on January 13th. The first presumed migrant was
at Ben Rhydding GP on March 23rd. Reports were received from suitable sites (on lower ground)
throughout the Washburn and Lower Wharfe with good numbers of singing birds, again apparently
mirroring the national increase in recent years. A few garden sightings were received. Breeding was not
proven but was no doubt extensive throughout the area wherever suitable habitat exists. Individual birds
were still being seen at Ben Rhydding GP as late as November 18th. (LGD, PD&JBP, CJC, GT, PJC,
MHA, BOG, JW, KL, D&ML, DLR, FCD, MVB, JD)
WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochilus
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population stable/possibly increasing. Breeds in good numbers
throughout the area including the upper reaches of the Wharfe. This is another species that may be
increasing in numbers at the present time although one observer commented that the population in Sun
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Lane appeared to be lower this year. The first bird was seen in an Otley garden on the exceptionally early
date of March 28th. From early-April numbers built up to a high level throughout the area towards the end
of April. Just one breeding record submitted with a bird carrying food on July 9 th. The last record was for
October 5th in Ilkley. (PBR, BOG, PJC, CJC, GT, JW, KL, D&ML, FCD, GSH, JD, MHA)
GOLDCREST Regulus regulus
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor. Population increasing.
Although resident, local movement does occur particularly in prolonged cold weather. This is another bird
that has benefited from the absence of harsh winters. Unobtrusive, and generally located by unique, but
somewhat indistinct, high-pitched call and thus elusive and undoubtedly under-recorded. However, appears
to be present, and doing well, throughout the recording area at suitable sites particularly around stands of
conifers. Garden records are becoming increasingly common including feeding on peanuts and fat. (PJC,
DLR, PBR, JW, HJ&BS, D&JS, KL, MHA, GSH, FCD)
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population decreasing but Strid Wood and the middleWharfe appear to be strongholds.
This species has been in long term decline both nationally and locally, a trend that seems to be showing no
sign of abating. The first record was in Strid Wood on May 8th followed by a number of reports through
May to August including evidence of successful breeding in Strid Wood where 8 pairs were recorded.
A number of family parties were noted and records extended along the valleys and valley sides up to Upper
Wharfedale. As usual late-August produced several records of good numbers of passage birds. The last
record was a single bird in an Addingham garden for several days through to September 15th. (GT, PJC,
PD&JBP, CJC, BOG, JW, DLR, FCD, GSH)
PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor. Population
possibly declining.
This species is generally restricted to a few selected breeding
sites. First reported from near Strid Wood with 8 seen on April
26th. This is undoubtedly the stronghold in the area and most
reports came from here no doubt however partly due this year
to the walking restrictions elsewhere. The other areas were
Coppy Wood Drive in Ilkley, Middleton and Hebden. The last
record was a count of 25 pairs at nest sites in Strid Wood — a
good year. (GT, PJC, PBR, PD&JBP, CJC, BOG, JW, GSH)
LONG TAILED TIT Aegithalos caudatus
Common breeding resident. Population increasing.
Thought to be doing well at the present time, a trend no doubt
linked to our mild winters. Large flocks were reported from
both the Wharfe and Washburn valleys in latesummer/autumn/winter with groups of 20+ birds being commonplace including a very large number in a
mixed flock near Dob Bridge on 3rd November. There was two examples of confirmed breeding this year,
in an Addingham garden with 5 juveniles on July 12th and nest building in a Burley garden in mid-May.
Nonetheless there was obviously considerable success in this regard. There was also a continuation of the
trend for birds seen feeding on peanuts in gardens.
WILLOW TIT Parus montanus
Rare passage visitor/possible breeder(?).
This is a species that has declined rapidly at national level in recent years and our region is not immune
from this trend. There were just four sightings of individual birds between January and September form
Lindley Wood and Swinsty (BOG).
MARSH TIT Parus palustris
Rare passage visitor/possible breeder(?).
The only records are sightings of an individual bird in Strid Wood on four separate occasions between
January and October (BOG).
COAL TIT Parus ater
Common breeding resident. Population at least stable and may be increasing.
No apparent change in status — appears to be doing well at suitable sites in both valleys and often
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frequents gardens. Numbers seem particularly robust this year. The only breeding record was a pair feeding
young in a wall cavity on May 21st in the middle of Burley.
BLUE TIT Parus caeruleus
Common breeding resident. Population stable.
Clearly very common, widespread and successful although nesting success in bird boxes was in some cases
disappointing. Otherwise the only breeding records in the wild were a pair feeding young at the nest on
June 5th and juveniles seen at Sun Lane. Some 60 + were seen at Strid Wood on January 10th.
GREAT TIT Parus major
Common breeding resident. Population stable.
Comments much as for Blue Tit including evidence of only limited nesting success in garden bird boxes
(although better than the previous year). One successful example was a bird box in an Addingham garden
which fledged 7 young from eight eggs laid. Juveniles were seen in Sun Lane.
NUTHATCH Sitta europaea
Locally common breeding resident. Population probably stable but has declined in the Washburn valley.
No apparent overall change in status this year — doing well in Wharfedale and nationally thought to be
doing very well with generally increased numbers. Sightings in the Washburn however continue to be
virtually non-existent (just two reports from Swinsty and Thruscross) following a marked downturn over
the last decade — there appears to be no obvious explanation for this phenomenon. All the sightings for
Wharfedale were downstream from the Strid (the area of Strid Wood is certainly a stronghold) with the
highlights being 4 at both Burley station and Strid Wood in January. Garden sightings, usually on peanuts,
were common but there were no examples provided of breeding success this year. One attempt in an Ilkley
garden nest box was thought to have been thwarted by squirrels. (N&AB, CJC, PBR, PJC, MHA,
PD&JBP, GT, D&HB, LGD, D&ML, GSH)
TREECREEPER Certhia familiaris
Common breeding resident. Population stable/possibly increasing.
Although present throughout our area tends to be concentrated in the lower valleys where numbers are
thought to be at a high level. Only one breeding record (a bird carrying nest material at Swinsty on May
10th) but there is no reason to doubt that this species has had another successful year. Of the few records
submitted most were from gardens the only exceptions being Sun Lane and the Washburn (PJC, FCD,
D&HB, CJC, DLR, PBR, JW, O&DM, GSH, JD)
RED-BACKED SHRIKE Lanius collurio
Rare visitor.
A fine male lingered in a house garden at Bland Hill
(east side of the Washburn) in late September/early
October giving excellent views. This was the first
sighting in the area for many years. (PBR, BOG,
PD&JBP, PJC)
JAY Garrulus glandarius
Common breeding resident. Population stable.
Widespread and successful throughout our area but less
so in Upper Wharfedale, presumably linked to the sparse
woodland cover. Coming increasingly into gardens
sometimes on a regular basis, especially in the autumn
and winter, in the Addingham/Ilkley/Burley area. An
Addingham garden had 2 birds feeding on peanuts and
the same garden had 7 birds on September 26th. A Burley
garden had its first Jay in forty years on September 30th.
Some decline has occurred at national level but this is
not apparent here. (GT, CJC, PBR, PJC, LGD, HJ&BS,
KL, D&ML, DLR, FCD, GSH)
MAGPIE Pica pica
Common breeding resident. Population stable.
Widespread in suburban locations although surprisingly scarce in rural situations — perhaps due to
competition with game rearing interests? Despite continuing concern about the impact of this predator on
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local songbird/garden populations during the breeding season BTO research has shown a negligible effect
on overall numbers. Nonetheless this most handsome of birds remains disliked by most garden
birdwatchers.
JACKDAW Corvus monedula
Common breeding resident/winter visitor. Population stable.
Large winter flocks running into hundreds, often mixed with Rooks. Some 750 were observed around Strid
Wood on January 10th. No apparent change in status. Their cheerful calls are especially welcome in winter
when there may be very few other birds to be heard. Increasingly inclined to visit gardens and now very
adept at using peanut feeders.
ROOK Corvus frugilegus
Common breeding resident/winter visitor. Population probably increasing.
Rookeries are common at suitable wooded sites in Lower Wharfedale and the Washburn. Winter flocks can
number several hundred often mixed with Jackdaws. Increasingly inclined to visit gardens albeit remaining
very wary. As with Jackdaws their winter calling can be very welcome at a time when few other species
are vocalising. Nest building was observed as early as February 28th in Addingham. (D&HB)
CARRION CROW Corvus corone
Common breeding resident. Population increasing.
Remains numerous throughout, including the high dales and moors, notwithstanding the inevitable
competition with game rearing interests. Numbers are thought to have increased in recent decades as
culling has somewhat diminished and this will certainly cause problems for other species (e.g. Lapwing)
whose nests and chicks it readily predates. Liable to nest wherever suitable trees occur, including in
suburbia (nest building was observed in the middle of Burley on April 20th), and will visit gardens if
suitable food is available — one Ilkley garden now regards them as regular.
RAVEN Corvus corax
Scarce breeding resident. Population increasing.
Notwithstanding the relative dearth of sightings this year there is every reason to suppose that this bird is
continuing to slowly make breeding inroads into our area albeit usually limited to Upper Wharfedale — a
number of sightings, often involving several birds, occurred around Barden from the Barden watch-point
and Great Whernside. Bolton Abbey produced a record of 4 birds and there was a family party of 4 at
Fieldhouse Scar near Arncliffe. (BOG, PBR, GT, PBR, PJC, LGD, KL, MVB)
STARLING Sturnus vulgaris
Common breeding resident/winter visitor. Population probably decreasing.
Although there is no obvious change in status it seems likely that the significant national reduction of
recent times has been felt in this area. Winter flocks (which may include continental migrants) may be
found anywhere around the valleys and often run into hundreds, quite regularly seen in mixed flocks with
winter thrushes — one garden in Otley had a winter roost in an adjacent area with numbers reaching 8000+
on March 3rd. Breeding occurs throughout the area in suitable tree holes and buildings.
HOUSE SPARROW Passer domesticus
Locally common breeding resident. Population has decreased but may be stabilising.
Undoubtedly has declined in the area in accordance with the national trend over at least the last 25 years as
measured by the BTO, but several observers this year have spoken of numbers remaining the same which
may be the first hopeful sign for a while. It is not far from being extinct in the Washburn valley above
Leathley (although one farm in particular is maintaining a healthy population for some unknown reason) –
the decline would appear to be particularly marked in rural areas. Most reports from Burley and Ilkley plus
one Otley garden with c12 at times. (GT, CJC, PD&JBP, MHA, PBR, JW, FCD, HJ&BS, O&DM, GSH)
TREE SPARROW Passer montanus
Rare breeding resident. Population declining, probably near extinction in our area. Probably just hanging
on as a breeding bird after a significant decline in the lower reaches of the Wharfe valley in parallel with
the precipitous national decline (over 90%). Sightings restricted to up to 3 birds at Knotford seen on nine
occasions between January and June plus a single bird on December 14th. The only other site involved was
an observation from Otley GP of an adult with 2 juveniles. (PD&JBP, CJC, BOG, GSH, PJC)
CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor. Population stable.
Widespread throughout the area. No exceptionally large flocks reported this year the maximum being c150
at Strid Woods on January 8th and February 2nd. Winter numbers are significantly augmented by visitors
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from the continent. The earliest record of a singing bird was from Panorama Woods on February 16th.
There was one garden record of 20 from Burley on March 18th and double figures were recorded for most
of the winter from gardens in Burley and Addingham.
BRAMBLING Fringilla montifringilla
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
A winter non-breeding migrant from the continent. Poor beech mast harvests in both 1998 and 1999 were
followed by a good year in 2000 but 2001 looks to be a
poor year again. Nonetheless there have been much
some good numbers seen in the latter half of 2000. The
‘last’ sighting for the earlier winter was 6 birds at Strid
Wood on April 26th and the first sighting for the later
period was 3 at Timble on October 13th. The main
sightings for later in the year were a flock of over 50
was observed at Hardisty Hill in late March and c100
at Lindley Wood on December 2nd. A few garden
records were received including 10 in an Addingham
garden on November 5th, 6 in an Ilkley garden on
November 11th and 5 in a Ben Rhydding garden on
December 15th. (DLR, PBR, PJC, PD&JBP, CJC,
N&AB, D&JS, D&ML, FCD, JD)
GREENFINCH Carduelis chloris
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor.
Population increasing.
Thought to be doing well at the moment not least because of its increasing propensity to utilise garden
feeding stations. Consequently most sightings tend to be from gardens (especially this year!), with up to 15
in a Burley garden in January. Singing was observed in an Addingham garden on January 17 th and the
same garden had a nest with 5 eggs predated on June 7th. There were a number of examples of successful
breeding with several broods frequenting a Burley garden throughout the summer. An Addingham garden
had c30 in December. (PBR, PJC, DLR, HJ&BS, KL, O&DM, FCD, GSH)
GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor. Population
stable/increasing.
Reports mainly from garden sightings with the exception of c50
at Barden on September 19th, c20 & c25 at Sun Lane on
September 22nd and November 18th, and c30 from Fewston on
September 25th. A very late record was 7 at Menston on
December 20th. Increasing evidence of garden feeding including
use of peanuts and, more particularly, sunflower seeds. Nest
building in an Addingham garden was aborted by April 21st.
(MHA, GT, PBR, CJC, PJC, DLR, LGD, BOG, JW, HJ&BS,
D&JS, KL, O&DM, GSH, FCD)
SISKIN Carduelis spinus
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor. Breeding
population increasing.
Most often seen in over-wintering flocks prior to a northerly
breeding movement but evidence is increasing of birds staying,
and presumably breeding, in the locality. Sometimes seen with
Redpoll in small flocks. Records were concentrated in the lower
valleys. The largest flocks were c50 at Farnley on January 12th and c90 at Lindley Wood on July 25th.
Garden sightings constitute most records received although the numbers were usually in the low single
figures and generally thought to be less than in previous years. The 'last' sighting was on April 28 th in an
Addingham garden. However one Ilkley garden reported sightings in May, June and July which would
suggest breeding in the locality. There was a later garden sighting of 2 birds on October 30th at Menston
and a ringed male in an Addingham garden on November 2nd and 3rd. (PBR, DLR, CJC, PJC, D&HB,
BOG, JW, HJ&BS, KL, O&DM, JD, PD&JBP, FCD)
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LINNET Carduelis cannabina
Uncommon breeding migrant. Population stable/possibly declining. A summer visitor which migrates
south for winter. Lindley Wood produced a record of c120 on April 26th but all other records were for
small numbers at Ilkley Moor, Weeton, Sun Lane and Thruscross. Breeding occurs in small numbers at
suitable sites in the area, often linked to gorse bushes. (PBR, BOG, CJC, PJC, D&ML)
TWITE Carduelis flavirostris
Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant. Population declining.
The decline of this species is continuing and it is now very scarce in our area. Only two records were
received namely from Barden Bridge (c10) on September 19th and Kex Gill with a single bird on October
16th. No doubt due to access restrictions there were no reports from Grimwith this year which, so far as we
know, remains the species’ last remaining stronghold in the area. Grimwith is a 'traditional' site having had
this species present at least 25 years ago. National efforts are now underway to try to reverse the clear
decline that has occurred. (BOG)
COMMON REDPOLL Carduelis flammea
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor. Population may be in shallow decline.
Most records were of small numbers with the exception of a splendid record of c70 at Lindley Wood on
February 24th. Sightings were concentrated in the early and late months of the year due, no doubt, to the
lack of access during the breeding season. Reports were mainly from the Washburn (including 80+ at
Lindley Wood on April 2nd) and Otley GP (including 60+ on December 10th) plus two records from Strid
Wood (14) and Curly Hill the latter being a singing male as early as January 23 rd. Breeding is thought to
occur at Timble Ings and several other areas of coniferous woodland. One observer noted that visitors to
Sun Lane were reduced from five years’ ago. (PD&JBP, MHA, CJC, BOG, FCD, PBR, PJC)
COMMON CROSSBILL Loxia curvirostra
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor. Population erratic due to irruptive behaviour.
A scarce breeding bird which occasionally irrupts into the area from the continent. Such an event occurred
in 1997 and numbers of sightings were above the norm for several years but are now back to their normal
scarce level. All records were from the second half of the year from the Washburn with the exception of
one record from Barden on August 4th. The largest number was 15 at Norwood Bottom on July 2nd. (PBR,
BOG, CM, PJC)
BULLFINCH Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Common breeding resident. Population stable/declining.
National downward trends continue to give considerable cause for concern but there were again an
interesting set of reports for our area albeit reduced no doubt in part due to lack of access. Reports covered
the early and later parts of the year but were exclusively from the Lower Wharfe and Washburn valleys
with many being garden records. Successful breeding was confirmed at gardens in Addingham, Burley,
Ben Rhydding and Ilkley and one Ilkley garden had 8 present on November 17th. (N&AB, JW, CJC, PBR,
DLR, LGD, PD&JBP, JW, HJ&BS, D&JS, KL, D&ML, PJC, O&DM, GSH, JD, FCD)
HAWFINCH Coccothraustes coccothraustes
Rare visitor.
A most unusual record from Strid Wood of a single bird (with Siskins) on January 28th. Bred in our area in
the past but no recent indication of breeding activity. (BOG)
REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus
Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor. Population probably stable.
Generally scarce species which is subject to local winter movement out of our area and/or to lowland sites
such as Otley GP. Most reports are therefore usually for the breeding season from March to July but not for
this year given the access restrictions. Reports were therefore limited to Knotford, Kex Gill, Sword Point
Sun Lane (where young were being fed) and Otley GP with the latter being the breeding stronghold for this
species with juveniles seen on several occasions. This species has perhaps benefited from the ending of the
mid-nineties drought, given its preference for nesting in damper areas, although the national trend is still
downwards. (PBR, CJC, PD&JBP, BOG, PJC)
SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax nivalis
Rare passage migrant/winter visitor.
Any records are usually from moorland areas. Only two reports this year of a single male bird near
Conistone on February 13th and another on November 25th near Simon’s Seat. (AMG, BOG)
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YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella
Scarce breeding resident subject to local movement down the valley in winter. Population declining.
Usually observed in the lower valleys and several were seen at Weeton on two separate occasions. In
addition however there were sightings from Riva reservoir of a singing male on June 21st, Nesfield on
May 15th and a moving bird at Kex Gill on August 27th. Leathley also produced a sighting again this year
with 2 birds at the usual site to the north of the village on February 20th. (SR, CJC, BOG, PR)
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GUIDANCE FOR CONTRIBUTORS.
The schedule for the production of the Annual Report is very tight — it normally has to reach the Editors by
the end of January. Thus, the Recorders must start work by the first few days of the New Year. Please ensure
that all remaining records are submitted for inclusion in the report by then. You can greatly assist the
Recorders further by submitting your reports in batches throughout the year — monthly if you generate a lot,
quarterly or half-yearly if you have fewer. In any case, please try to avoid submitting large amounts all at the
end of the year. In the case of bird records, at least, we can do the most justice to your records if they are
submitted on the Forms produced by the Society (available from the Recorders if not at the meetings), and
please try to enter them in the correct scientific species order — i.e. the order in which they appear in this
report. Your co-operation will greatly assist us in making the greatest possible use of your records, and
enable us to produce a comprehensive report.
Peter Riley

IN DEFENCE OF THE MAGPIE
The Magpie is a most handsome bird — if you ever get the chance to get a close look at the plumage you’ll
realise that there is more to it than simple black and white. Nonetheless this is a species which is consistently
getting a bad press due mainly to its nest-raiding activities in the breeding season. It is not just that it is a
threat to nesting garden birds that annoys us but also the fact that it is occasionally observed in the act.

59

Therefore when this happens people understandably put two-and-two together and conclude that Magpies are
one of the main causes for the decline in some of our songbird populations. The problem is that, on this
occasion, the sum does not necessarily add up.
Studies have been undertaken by the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) which show fairly conclusively
that Magpies have only a negligible impact over time on overall local populations of birds. This is not to say
that there is no impact at the micro level — clearly a Song Thrush nest destroyed by a Magpie is an
immediate loss and one which we understandably get very annoyed about. Nonetheless, in the breeding
season in particular, the Magpie is one of nature’s natural predators and a healthy population should easily
withstand the losses from this source.
In addition it is important to bear in mind that the Magpie is only one of a number of garden predators —
others include the generally favoured (but not by me) Grey Squirrel which is very partial to nestlings and of
course the domestic cat which every year kills millions of garden birds in the UK alone. Gardens can also be
made unhealthy for birds by inappropriate applications of insecticides and herbicides etc and so the list could
go on. And yet despite all this it is the Magpie that seems to attract the most opprobrium not least because it
is big, unsubtle and prone to undertake its nefarious activities in our gardens in broad daylight.
A number of countryside interests certainly regard the Magpie as vermin to be exterminated whenever
possible and will point to improvements in songbird populations in experimental areas where predators,
including the Magpie, are controlled. However these experiments have often been in areas where other
improvements have been undertaken, such as more environmentally favourable farming practices, which
muddy the waters regarding cause and effect. The BTO would argue that a healthy countryside can easily
accommodate nest losses due to Magpie and have undertaken a scientific study to back this up.
In sum as Naturalists we ought to be guided by the science and the most objective study to date appears to
show a negligible impact by Magpies on songbird populations. What do you think?
I do hope I’ve persuaded you to at least think carefully about the Magpie’s poor reputation but I’m sure you
will understand if I conclude on a personal note by saying that the next time I see a Magpie destroy a Song
Thrush nest in my garden I will personally wring its neck! — if only I could catch it !*?!*…….. (with
apologies for the emotion).

Peter Riley
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