From the President, Peter Riley
I am writing this Newsletter with, once again, a feeling of confidence and optimism about our Society’s status. Membership is
buoyant and we have a strong team of Officers, Committee Members and Recorders to ensure we face the future from a very
healthy base.

WNS 75th Anniversary
The inaugural meeting of the Society took place on 2nd October
1945 which means, of course, that 2020 is our 75th Anniversary
Year. If members have any ideas about how best to celebrate
this, which they would be happy to organise, then please do
contact me as soon as possible. One event already firmly fixed
is a celebrity evening with the Zoologist and TV Presenter
George McGavin on 27th October. George has been very impressed by the vibrancy of our Society and has become a keen
supporter as a result – do get this date in your Diary as it will be
an evening to remember!

Subscriptions/Donations
I am pleased to be able to report that your Committee have unanimously agreed to recommend to
the AGM that subscription rates should remain the
same at (£12-50 with concessions for children and
full-time students) for the 2020/21 financial year.
With such a buoyant membership and healthy finances it was felt that there would be no justification or
requirement for an increase but the final decision
will rest with the AGM.
Many thanks to all Members who add a donation to
their subscription.

Email Addresses
Please ensure we have your current email address as this is by far the easiest, most effective and most convenient way of our
communicating with you about our activities. You will, of course, always have the right to ask us to stop liaising with you in
this way, if you wish, in the future. If you are not on email please don’t worry as we will continue to keep you informed on all
important matters in the usual manner.

Winter Programme

Committee Membership

There is still much to look forward to in our Winter Programme of Tuesday Evening Meetings, with the UK and Ireland
wildlife dominating the Agenda – I do hope you have the dates
in your Diary. Please note that the date of the AGM is Tuesday
24th March and not the 26th as shown in the Programme Card.
The Meeting will be followed by a Geology talk majoring on the
cause/effect of the 2015 Nepal earthquake.

As always at this time of year I am putting a call out
for new faces on our Committee. I am delighted to
be able to report that all our Officers and Committee
Members are willing to continue into next year but
there is room for another one or two new faces so
why not think about it and give me a ring? The work
and time commitment are not onerous and you
would have the satisfaction of contributing to one of
the most vibrant and successful natural history societies in the country.

Haycock & Jay Associates Ltd are glad to support WNS through the printing of this Newsletter

Summer Programme and Bird Outings Coordinator
Helen Steward will again be organising our Summer Programme for this year and I know she would be
very grateful for ideas and offers to lead walks/organise events etc. Please do give Helen a ring on
430398 or email her at h.steward@leeds.ac.uk if you are able to help. A change is as good as a rest so
please ease Helen’s job by offering your ideas.
We need a new Bird Outings Coordinator for our Summer and Winter Programmes now that Ernie Scarfe has decided to
call it a day - thanks to Ernie for his past work on this. These Outings are an important feature of our Programmes - the
workload is small so please contact me if you think you may be able to help.

Nature Reserves and Conservation

Details of our current conservation activities are given below as usual. We are always on the lookout for new volunteers at all our Reserves so please make contact and open up a whole new world of exercise and fun for yourself!

Ben Rhydding
Second Saturday of
the month from
9-30am.
Contact Steve Parkes
on 01535 647220

Gallows Hill
Usually the month’s
first Tuesday
(10.30am) and last
Sunday (10.30am) to
February. Only Tuesday from March.
Contact Gordon Haycock on 01943 968112

Grass Wood
Wednesdays and
Saturdays* from
9-30am to end of
March.
Contact Audrey
Gramshaw for dates*
on 01943 872420

Otley Wetland
Third Saturday of
every month and the
first Thursday from
October to March.
9.30am start.
No Work Parties in
April or May.
Contact Peter Riley

Sun Lane
First Sunday of every
month (10am) and
third Thursday
(1.30pm) up to March.
Contact Peter Riley

Please do let me know if you hear of a local conservation project in need of some funding bearing in mind our wildlife
needs all the help it can get – if we’re suitably impressed the Society would be delighted to be able to help.
Thanks once again for your support in whatever capacity that may be – it really is appreciated.

Best wishes for some super wildlife adventures in 2020!

Peter

Roll on Spring!

