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First and foremost, I am pleased to report that, unlike our summer weather, the Society appears to have had another good year in all important respects. Our events are generally well attended, membership numbers have been maintained, our practical conservation contribution has not just been maintained but enhanced with the progress being made at Gallows Hill, our public profile is good with new members consistently coming on stream and the overall atmosphere pervading all of our activities are a credit to everyone concerned.
Inevitably as people move on and fashions change some of our activities have begun to be questioned regarding their value but somehow, inevitably thanks to sterling individual contributions, we soldier on to ensure we offer real value for money. On this latter point your Committee are well aware that our annual subscription is cheap given what we offer but it remains our view that a thriving membership is an important part of our portfolio and we do attract a lot of ‘sleeping’ members who have joined because they like what we do but, for whatever reason, do not much participate in our activities, if at all.  Whilst we must try to move with the times the fact remains that social trends are not moving in favour of Societies such as ours both with regard to an interest in natural history, which continues to wane, and with regard to participation in the kind of group activities we offer. Whilst we must continue to do all we reasonably can to buck these trends they will inevitably catch up with us as has happened to so many similar groups elsewhere.   
One very good reason for doing as much as we can to function at the highest possible level concerns the increasing evidence of wildlife decline. Given the UK’s leading role in wildlife protection in times past it is particularly sad to hear that we are now a very poor performer in areas such as wildlife protection and biodiversity. There are undoubtedly a number of reasons for this but there is a general consensus that climate change and agricultural intensification are the prime drivers of this decline together with general government indifference to the state of nature as reflected time and again in, for example, planning decisions that give no weight at all to related environmental damage. All the more reason therefore for us to bear witness and ‘fly the flag’ for our beleaguered wildlife at every opportunity.
Given these difficulties I remain proud to be President of our Society given our track record of doing all we reasonably can to help buck the negative trends. We now play a part in supporting five local nature reserves through our volunteer efforts and/or direct financial contributions; we lobby the powers-that-be in support of nature both locally and nationally; we have a very impressive botany group surveying for all they are worth and a bird group that try to offer stimulating visits within and outside Wharfedale; our summer outdoor events (with thanks to Helen Steward) and winter evening meetings aim to showcase wildlife and stimulate interest in its wonders and the need to protect it; our website serves as a tribute to our Society, to our wildlife and to our designer and webmaster Tim Howson; we run microscope evenings and one-off events to widen our appeal. I could go on but I think this list is enough to demonstrate that we have every reason to be proud of what we do and grateful to our members who deliver for the Society year after year – in this category I of course include our Recorders, our Officers and Committee members, our myriad volunteers and our literally hundreds of loyal members who stick with us and support us through thick and thin.  
This Review acts as a testament to all our activities through the year with a good number of individual member contributions by way of articles and photographs to supplement the standard material such as the Recorders’ reports which provide such an excellent record of our activities. I do think it is important to bear in mind that our Reviews are effectively historical documents that may well become invaluable for future reference. As your President I am lucky enough to be in possession of hard copies of all the WNS Reports going back to our inception in 1945 and it is a delight to dip back into them to see what was happening in years past. With this in mind, you will see the article about a past member and President - Walter Flesher – who had a nationwide following in his time. Do please remember that all our past Reviews are now available on our website so that one way or another these fascinating historical documents should be preserved for all time.
In conclusion, as usual, I would like to thank all our members for their ongoing support which ensures we continue to be relevant and thriving. Last but not least, many thanks to John Stidworthy for his hard work and design expertise in producing this quality Annual Review. 

Peter Riley
President

 
 

