
From the President, Peter Riley 

I hope you will forgive me if I start this Newsletter with a simple message – please do continue your mem-

bership of WNS and renew your Subscription. I have been delighted this past year that our Member-

ship has held steady - hardly the norm in this day and age. This means we have healthy funding to continue 

our policy of supporting conservation projects in Wharfedale to help us fulfil one of our Constitutional Ob-

jects. At this time of biodiversity decline I hope you will share my view that it is not good enough for a Soci-

ety like ours to be passive bystanders – we should be out there making our mark in however small a way and 

this is precisely what we are trying to do, not least because of your membership and support. The adult 

membership fee is again unchanged at £12-50 per person with £1 for under18 students and £5 for adult 

students the latter being an uplift following a decision at the AGM. Your Subscription gives you access 

to over 50 free events through the year and therefore represents great value – if you do therefore feel able 

to also make a small donation to help us continue our conservation work this will be much appreciated.   The 

Form to renew your Subscription is attached and you can renew by cheque or, our preferred method, BACS, 

making sure you follow the directions on the Form carefully. Thank you! 

Email petitioning Group 

Another way we are trying to ‘make a difference’ is 

through our Email Petitioning Group to which we 

send appeals from various natural history charities 

and others to sign a petition, lobby your MP etc re-

garding conservation issues. It is then left to mem-

bers to respond or not as they think fit. We currently 

have nearly 50 members of this Group and the more 

the merrier! Just email Gordon Haycock if you would 

like to join. Whilst on the subject of emails do 

please sign up to receive our correspondence by 

email if you can, and have not already done so, as 

this development is now saving us a lot of money in 

postage costs.   

      Haycock & Jay Associates Ltd are glad to support WNS through the printing of this Newsletter 

Summer Programme 

The Summer Programme is attached/enclosed, 

once again coordinated by Helen Steward. There 

are a number of new visits as well as the tried and 

tested so I do hope you will take advantage of the 

variety on offer. These events are a great way to 

meet people by the way which is especially ad-

vantageous if you are one of our newer mem-

bers. My thanks to Helen and to all these who 

are running the individual events.  

After a very successful pair of Coach Trips in 2015, Michael Brear has been busy again organising a Sum-

mer Trip to the YWT Reserve of Potteric Carr, a wonderfully large and successful Reserve near Doncaster 

which we have visited before. In recent times Bitterns and Marsh Harriers 

have started breeding here which should add extra spice to our visit! The 

Form is attached/enclosed so do please come along and support this great val-

ue for money event  

Wharfedale Naturalists Society 

Newsletter - April 2016 



The WNS Annual Review for 2015 is now available this being the first year for our 

new Editor, John Stidworthy. John has followed in the footsteps of David Leather and 

continued the fine tradition of producing a high quality publication recording our 

activities through the year together with our Recorders’ reports and feature articles 

– my thanks to all contributors. Once again the price is unchanged at £5 which again 

represents great value for money so do please buy one if you have not already done 

so. The relevant Form is attached.  

Nature Reserves and Conservation 

Working Parties at all the four Reserves with which we are associated are of course continuing. New volunteers are  

always welcome especially at Ben Rhydding where Steve Parkes would appreciate a little extra help. Details are given  

below: 

Whilst on the subject of Nature Reserves please don’t forget to let me know if you hear of a local conservation project in need 

of some funding – if we’re suitably impressed the Society would be delighted to be able to help. 

Ben Rhydding Grass Wood Otley Wetland Sun Lane 

Every second Saturday 

of the month from     

9-30am.  

Contact Steve Parkes on 

01535 647220 

No Work Parties in Summer No Work Parties in April or 

May - thereafter Sunday 19th  

June and third Saturday July, 

August, September.  

All 9-30am. 

Contact Peter Riley 

First Sunday from July. 

(10am). No Work Par-

ties April to June. 

Contact Peter Riley 

Once again, many thanks for all your support. 

Peter 

Annual Review 

Committee Changes 

Following the AGM there are some Committee changes to report with Catherine Burton and Phil 

Newberry, both Ecologists by trade, coming on board. Catherine has also signed up to be 

our Bees, Wasps and Ants Recorder – a new post for us so please do send her records. A warm 

welcome to them both! The only resignation is Lynn Loader after ten years on Committee in-

cluding stints as Membership Secretary and Vice-President. Lynn is owed a big thank you from 

the Society for this great level of support over many years.   

 


