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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

MAY 2003 TO MARCH 2003

SUMMER PROGRAMME (Tuesday Evenings)
6 May 2003 Bolton Abbey
Addi:ngham
10 June
13 May
Grass Wood
17 June
Washburn
Nightjar Ramble, Timble Ings
27 May
Red Kites at Harewood
24 June
3 June
Radley Nature Reserve
. Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve
1 July
WINTER PROGRAMME 2003-2004 (Tuesday evenings)
9 September 2003
Open Evening. Displays, Demonstrations, Slides.
Keith Offord
23 September
Raptorphilia
14 October
Yorkshire's Wetland Heritage
MargaretAtherden
Paula Senior
28 October
Bats in Wharfedale and Beyond
Malcolm and Janet Edmunds
11 November
Travels Without a Donkey in the Auvergne
25 November
Lead Mining in the Dales
John Hobson
9 December
Members' Evening
13 January 2004
Farming and Wildlife
John Harrison
27 January
Bird Ringing
Ken Green
Professor Mark Seaward
10 February
Ecology of the Chagos Archipelago
Roy Crossley
24 February
An Inordinate Fondness (Aspects of Entomology)
9 March
Antarctica - The Last Frontier (A Boyhood Dream) Alan Smith
19 March (Friday)
Annual Dinner
23 March
A.G.M.
6 April
Looking Back over 2003
Botany Section Outings (Thursdays)
Geology Field Meetings (Wed, then Thursdays)
8 May 2003 Weeton
14 May 2003 Sedgwick Trail ( near Sedbergh)
5 June
Lainger and Bordley
19 June
Ingleton Glens
26 June
Hawkswick Clouder and Kilnsey Park
10 July
Craven Reef Knolls (Thorpe)
17 July
Fox Up Beck
18 Sep
Trailers Gill
24 July
Washburn
Upper Nidderdale
6 Nov
Bird Field Days (Thursday unless otherwise stated)
24 April
Blackto:ft Sands RSPB Reserve
29 May
Farnham and Staveley (Gravel Pit Reserves near Ripon)
14 and 15 June (Sat/Sun)
Bowland Festival RSPB event
31 July
Tophill Low Nature Reserve ( Great Driffield/Beverley)
28 August
Nosterfield and Marfield (Gravel Pit Reserves West Tan.field and Masham).
Old Moor Wetland
25 September
23 October
Southport (Marshside) RSPB
Fungus Forays
Tuesday October 7, 2003
Darwin Garden, Ilkley
Sunday October 19
Strid Woods, Bolton Abbey (with Harrogate Nats (Leader Tom Hering)
Wed November 12
Otley Chevin
Special Outings
Sunday January 11, 2003
Winter Special - Golden Acre Park & Tropical World, Leeds
Thursday March 4
Winter Special- Hardcastle.Crags
6 April 2003 (Sunday)
Winter Special- Birds in the Washburn
Field Day- Nidd Gorge
Saturday May 17
Saturday June 28
Summer Outing - Wyedale Nature Reserves
Saturday July 12
Summer Special - Foxglove Covert
Sunday November 2
Winter Special - Thorpe Perrow Arboretum, Bedale
Saturday November 15
Winter Outing - Martin Mere Bird Fair
Winter Walks (Sundays)
Sunday February 2
Riffa Woods & Leathley
Sunday October 5
Mosaic Walk
Sunday December 7
Timble Toddle, a walk around the Ings
Sunday February 1, 2004
Ripon Round (Ox Close) - Meet Burton Leonard Village
Sunday April 4
Addlebrough Top Walk (Butterwort Blunder)
Microscope Meetings (First Tuesdays, 7.30pm)
October 7, November 4
December 2, January 6, 2004 February 3, March 2
Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning at the Clarke Foley Centre, Ilkley, 10.00am.
Saturday November 1
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FOREWORD
It almost goes without saying that 2003 was another very busy year for the Society with up to 60 events
including something for every natural history taste. The main credit for this must go to Lesley Barrett - her
incorporation of 'Specials' into the Programme (as if she didn't have enough to do!) has been a great
success.
Nonetheless, as usual, the Society's success this year has been a great team effort. Botany, Geology and
Birding Field Days, in addition to the usual Tuesday evening spring/summer walks and Sunday walks, have
added great variety to our outdoor activities and have been very much enjoyed by all who participated. The
indoor meetings have been well supported (with numbers varying between 100 and 150) and it reflects well
on the Society that two of the best presentations in 2003 were given by members, namely Paula Senior and
John Hobson. The latter is also of course responsible for the Microscope Evenings which are now a firm
fixture in the Winter Programme. The Summer and Winter Outings were a great success (thanks to Ken
Limb for the transport arrangements) as was the Coffee Morning from which all of the money raised is going
to support our conservation objectives (see diagram).
Membership of the Society has
Consetvation Fund Allocation
continued to grow reaching some
327 at the time of writing. At a time
when many Societies in the natural
history sphere suffer from declining
membership and are struggling to
survive, we have every right to be
proud of this achievement and yet
we cannot afford to be complacent.
Grass Wood £100
Every year, inevitably, some
memberships will not be renewed
and we must find new members just
to stand still. I believe we will do
this by emphasising that we cater
for all levels of natural history
interest and by doing everything
possible
to
be
welcoming,
Gallow; Hill £50
informative and entertaining. We
can all play a part in this and I will
be most grateful for your continuing support in this crucial respect.
One of the two core objectives of our Society is Recording and this Review clearly demonstrates once
again our strength in this area with all main natural history branches covered in a comprehensive manner. As
usual we owe a debt to all our Recorders for their hard work both throughout the year and in the compilation
of this Review. We must never forget that the value of publishing our findings isn't just to be found in the
present but also extends into the future for those who will follow us - should you have any doubt about this it
is worth spending a little time, as I have done this year, browsing through our a few of our earlier Reviews
which go all the way back to 1945.
Our other core objective relates to conservation and much progress has been made this year in this sphere.
In addition to the long-standing effort being put into Grass Wood much practical progress has been made at
both the Otley Wetland Nature Reserve and Sun Lane - in both cases a large majority of the volunteers are
members of our Society. In addition progress is being made with Bradford Council, regarding Ben Rhydding
Gravel Pits, to try to reverse the previous neglect of this valuable Reserve. All these sites are important
wildlife habitats where Wharfedale Naturalists members are really making a difference and all those
involved, in whatever capacity, deserve our heartfelt thanks.
This year is also noteworthy for the fact that the Society has embraced new technology through the
purchase of both a digital projector and a laptop computer to allow PowerPoint-type presentations. Our
indoor meetings have already benefited from these purchases and there can be no doubt that, over time, this
will broaden our options for presentations by both visiting speakers and members. Having said that I do not
doubt that we will be keeping our slide projector in operation for many years to come! We have further
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embraced new technology with our own website - we must thank Don Barrett for the initial work to
establish the site and also David Brear who has taken over the site maintenance and significantly expanded
the information.
During this year there were three resignations from your Committee namely David Carr, John Hobson and
Doug Middleton - our warmest thanks for past endeavours to all of them. In addition David Leather will be
relinquishing his responsibilities as Geology Recorder having decided to take ·a well-deserved rest - I am
delighted to be able to say that Neil Aitkenhead is taking over. Behind the scenes our refreshment
coordinator, Shirley Ward, is retiring after many years splendid service - Anne Riley will be taking over this
role. Nicky Vernon (assisted by Heather Burrow), John Flood and Julie Tight are now firmly established in
their roles as Botany, Bird and Weather Recorders respectively, having taken over in March. Finally Lesley
Barrett will be resigning from the position of Programme Secretary at the end of the 2003/4 Winter
Programme after a tremendously productive stint of four years during which she expanded the Society's
activities and made a very significant contribution to ensuring our current healthy state. I know I speak for
everyone when I say thank you very much indeed for a job well done.
I would also like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to Don Barrett following his two year stint as
President which finished in March 2003. In all important respects the Society continued to develop under
Don's tenure and it was always clear to me, in taking over from Don, that he was handing over the
Presidency of a Society in a very healthy state indeed. Don has continued to be a member of the Committee
where his experience and technological skills are much appreciated. On behalf of the whole Society very
many thanks.
As I feel sure you are aware, I have found the Committee tremendously supportive and I would like to take
this opportunity to thank them all for their work on our behalf. Eric and Margaret Hutchinson are real
stalwarts who can always be totally relied on in their respective roles of Treasurer and Membership
Secretary. John and Jenny Dixon are a great asset, with their fortnightly Ilkley Gazette 'Nature Notes'
always being an interesting and topical read as well as keeping us in the public eye. In addition Jenny has
produced a super display of the Society's activities which will be invaluable publicity for the Society at
future public events. As Publications Officer David Leather was particularly busy in the early part of the year
finalising our splendid leaflet advertising the Society's activities, whilst many thanks are also due for his
hard work, along with Jenny Dixon, on compiling this Review - it really is a huge task. Last, but by no
means least, a massive personal thank you to Mike Atkinson, our Secretary, who works so hard behind the
scenes. As well as being responsible for organising the successful Coffee Morning, Mike runs the AGM, the
Annual Dinner and deals with all the administrative arrangements for indoor meetings etc as well as many
other one-off items besides. He is a great support both individually to myself and generally to the Society.
Looking ahead it is my earnest wish that the year 2004 should be at least as lively and interesting as 2003.
We have already commenced our planning for the Society's Diamond Jubilee in 2005 and work on this will
continue. New faces are always welcome and I would ask all members to continue to support the Society in
whatever way they feel they are able to make a contribution. Good attendances and constructive feedback are
vital if a Society like ours is to continue to flourish, plus of course a willingness to help - we are all
volunteers and we all benefit from new ideas, not to mention the fact that there is no better way of enjoying a
Society like the Wharfedale Naturalists than by getting 'stuck in'.
Finally many thanks to all our members for their support and participation through the year. Between us let
us all ensure that we have an educative, fascinating and, above all else, enjoyable 2004.
Peter Riley
President
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HOW DID THE CALF ROCK GET THERE?
Ilkley Moor ranks amongst the most famous places in
Yorkshire, attracting large numbers of visitors,
especially from the nearby Leeds-Bradford conurbation.
At the easiest point of road access to the moor, lies its
main attraction, the Cow and Calf Rocks. These rocks
form the highest crags on the prominent escarpment at
the north-eastern extremity of the moor, and overlook
Ben Rhydding, a part of Ilkley which lies about IOOm
lower, at the base of the escarpment in the broad valley
of Wharfedale. Ilkley Moor is just one part of a large
moorland area known as Rombalds Moor that extends
westwards for some 14 km from here.
The rock forming the crags is the Addingham Edge Grit, a very coarse-grained, cross-bedded, fluvial
sandstone in the Millstone Grit Group that was deposited during the Late Carboniferous, in the
Kinderscoutian (R1c) age. This grit, and the succeeding three sandstone units of similar age which also crop
out on Rombalds Moor, amalgamate farther south to form extensive outcrops in the 'Dark Peak' area of the
southern Pennines that includes Kinderscout Itself. The Addingham Edge Grit has been a major source of
building stone and there are two large disused quarries in the vicinity. Fortunately these do not intrude or
detract from the famous view of the crags. (See photograph.) There are also many partially wrought and
abandoned millstones farther along the escarpment to the west at Addingham Moorside.
The region was affected by the last major, Late Devensian, glaciation (or Dimlington Stadia!) 'When an ice
stream flowed down Wharfedale. This is evidenced by an extensive till sheet with a small drumlin field, a
lateral moraine, and a glacially striated surface near the top of the crags. The crags must have been under at
least IOOm of ice during the glacial maximum, gradually emerging during subsequent retreat stages. At the
Cow and Calf Rocks, an enormous boulder about Sm high - the 'Calf' - lies at a distance of 24m down a 17degree slope below the main crag, the 'Cow', which is about 16m high. The lithology, sedimentary structures
and relatively weakly cemented concretionary structures in the sandstone of the 'Cow' and the 'Calf' clearly
indicate that the latter has been derived in some way from the 'Cow' - as the names suggest.

The giant Rombald leaping across
Wharfedale and dislodging the 'Calf
whilst fleeing from his angry wife. The
sketch is copied from that displayed
on an information board put up by The
City of Bradford Metropolitan Council
in the adjacent car park.

The legend of Rombald the Giant An information board in the
nearby public car park gives one explanation of how the Calf was
emplaced. This and the accompanying illustration are reproduced
below. Rombald was a giant that lived here a few years ago. One
day he made his wife so angry that she chased him across their back
garden which was called Rombalds Moor. As he fled from the wrath
of his wife, Rombald jumped across the valley, dislodging the Calf
rock as he did so. Where Rombald landed after jumping the valley,
his footprint can still be seen on Almscliffe Crags. Incidentally,
Almscliffe Crags are about 14 km from the Cow and Calf Rocks on
the opposite side of Wharfedale, so it was quite a jump! This is an
amusing but incredible explanation, but only geological
considerations can provide the real explanation of the Calf's
emplacement.

The alternative explanation The Calf is estimated to weigh about
1000 tonnes and, if it had fallen freely from the Cow under similar
conditions to those prevailing in the last 10,000 years, i.e. in Holocene times, it is difficult to see why its
movement was arrested in its present position. Here, admittedly, there is a slight decrease in the sl ope angle
but immediately below, this angle increases to about 23 degrees and is maintained at that inclination for
some distance.
The present orientation of the cross-bedding indicates that the side presently facing up slope towards the
Cow is the original base of the block before it became detached from the Cow. It can be deduced that after
becoming detached, it arrived in its present position by rotating or tumbling through an angle of about 142
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degrees and sliding downslope for a distance of about 7m. But why
did it stop? My own preferred answer to that question is that it met the
surface of the Wharfedale Ice Stream which had by then retreated to
below the crags, and was then let down gently onto the bedrock
substrate as the ice around it finally melted. This would have been at a
retreat stage when this ice stream had been reduced to a semi-stagnant
valley glacier. There is bedrock exposed, in the form of thinly bedded
fine-grained sandstones, with little soil or drift cover immediately up
slope of the Calf. Tumbling rather than sliding would have probably
looking down slope at the 'Calf with
taken place on such a substrate unless it was covered with ice and
Ben Rhydding and Wharfedale
snow. However, there does appear to be a sort of 'bow wave' of drift
beyond. The face of the Calf in
around
the downslope side of the Calf (See adjacent photograph)
shadow is the original base before the
suggesting that the final movement was a slide.
Calf was dislodged from the Cow.
Most, if not all, craggy Pennine escarpments have a scattering of
boulders on their lower slopes. These boulders are generally thought to have arrived in their present positions
after slow, intermittent, downslope creep through the process of gelifluction of a water-saturated 'active
layer' that overlay the permafrost layer during periglacial freeze-thaw conditions. The slopes below the Cow
and Calf are not exceptional in this respect but perhaps the emplacement of the Calf itself does require a
special explanation. I would urge readers to go and see for themselves.
Neil Aitkenhead
With acknowledgements to Geology Today Vol 19 NO 5
(September-October issue 2003) in which the article appears.

LEAF-CUTTER BEE
On 17 July 2003, I observed a bee carrying a piece of green leaf in its feet. It entered a % inch (20mm) hole
in the wall of our house. After careful observation I decided it was a Leaf-cutter Bee. Every few minutes she
would return to the same hole with another piece of leaf with which to line her
nest.
Leaf-cutter Bees often bore their own tunnels, though they have also been
known to use, for example, an overflow pipe from the bathroom. One end of
the tunnel is sealed with a piece of leaf, a store of honey and pollen is placed
against it, and an egg is laid on the food. Then the cell is sealed with another
piece of leaf. Along the length of the tunnel, the bee continues to construct a
continuation of additional cells, each provided with food and eggs, until the
umnel is finally full, when it is sealed. In the case I observed this took a few days to complete.
The eggs hatch into larvae which feed on the honey until they enter the pupa stage, in which they remain
over winter, the new bees emerging in the spring. In Britain there are nine different species of leaf-cutter
bees all of which look like honey bees except that they have larger heads to carry the well developed jaws
used to cut the leaves. All these species live in the south of England and are rare elsewhere; the most
common is Magachile centuncularis which is probably the one seen in Ilkley.
Is this another case of insect species moving north, as the butterflies and dragonflies are doing, due to
milder winters and warmer summers?
LesDewdney

THE ROBIN'S SONG
Birds sing to defend territory and to attract a mate, but why do birds sing particularly at dawn? And why do
some birds, such as the Robin, start to sing much earlier than others, such as bluetits and chaffinches?
team of researchers at Bristol University have looked in to both of these questions, and below is a
summary of their findings.
In an unpredictable world birds need to have a survival strategy which strikes a balance between the need
ro eat, rest and reproduce. A small bird like a robin could easily starve or freeze to death on a cold spring
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night if it hasn't managed to build up its fat reserves during the day. Unpredictable events like a sudden
snowstorm may prevent it eating enough before dusk. But it needs to sing to attract a mate, and this takes
both time away from feeding and uses up energy. Also if it eats too much and gets too fat, it may be easier
prey for a cat or sparrowhawk (and not have time to attract a mate anyway). What should it do, or more
specifically, what should natural selection have done to equip it best for survival and reproduction?
The Bristol group of scientists created a mathematical model based on stochastic dynamic programming
(all to do with unpredictability) to investigate the trade off between singing and feeding. From the model,
they were able to compute the optimum activity at any point in time at any given level of energy reserves.
The model did indeed predict a dawn chorus, not because singing at dawn gives the best chance of attracting
a mate (although sound does travel better at dawn and there is perhaps less extraneous distracting noise), but
as a response to unpredictable food supplies and energy requirements.
Because birds cannot predict exactly how much energy they need to survive the night (they don't know how
cold it's going to be) they err on the safe side and accumulate as much fat as possible before dusk to cater for
the worst case scenario. If they exceed their target well before dusk, they can afford a little song then. Most
nights of course aren't that cold, so by morning birds will have enough reserves left over to afford to spend
some energy singing at dawn. Also, they may not be able to see well enough yet to forage successfully and
food like insects will not be on the move either.
The researchers tested these assumptions on both captive and wild robins. They set up weighing scales
baited with worms and observed with cameras and binoculars. The robins got used to weighing themselves,
and individuals could be identified singing, eating or resting. Coupled with the data on song output and
feeding behaviour, they tied together the links between feeding, fat reserves and singing. As predicted, the
robins stored more fat when the food supply was made less predictable. They lost more weight during cold
nights, and sang more at dawn when their fat reserves were high. Apparently, they were able to predict cold
nights to some extent, and ate more accordingly. There' s no clue as to how they did their weather forecasting
and the real world is obviously more complicated than a mathematical model!
The same group of scientists have also looked into why the robin for instance is the first bird to start off the
dawn chorus, and it seems that this is related to eye size - birds don't want to sing before they can see well
enough to avoid any predators their singing might attract. They measured the exposed eye surface of 57
species of birds and found a strong relationship between the light intensity at which birds started singing and
eye size, so that robins, blackbirds and thrushes are amongst the first, and bluetits and chaffinches might be
as much as an hour and a half later getting up! And for the same eye size, a small bird will start singing
sooner than a larger one, presumably because they can't store as much food overnight.
So in a nutshell, in response to uncertainty, a wise bird keeps its options open by eating enough during the
day to survive the night, and to have enough energy left over to sing the next morning (as soon as it can see
well enough to avoid trouble) in order to attract a mate before breakfast.
Anne Riley

MY BEAUTIFUL THUG

'This species is most frequent on the banks of waterways, where it
often forms continuous stands, but is also established in damp
woodland, flushes and mires. The tallest annual in Britain, its rapid
growth can shade out even Urtica dioica. Lowland.
'Neophyte. - was introduced as an ornamental garden plant
in 1839 and was first recorded in the wild in 1855 (Middlesex). It
became naturalised independently in many different places, but did not
attain its most rapid rate of increase until almost a century later. There
has been a significant increase in its frequency since 1962.
'Native of the Himalayas, widely naturalised in temperate
Europe.'
This is what you read in the 2002 New Atlas of the British Flora. Do
you know what it is yet?
At last November' s Coffee Morning I picked up a slim 1944 volume

8

by G H Copley- Wild Flowers and Weeds. You may get a better idea of this plant from what he wrote then.
'Along the banks of this little stream which runs parallel with the railway, -has established itself. As
you can see, it is a plant of markedly attractive appearance. You cannot help admiring the handsome
growth and the pink spurred and lipped flowers. On the lip, if you take out your lens, you will see a
number of very pretty honey guides, which pilot visiting insects to the stigma.
'The plant is clustered with fruits also, and if you touch one of those that are in advanced
development, the skin will spring back with explosive force, and some of the seeds will hit you. Just
try it and see. Ah! there it goes. Another example of effective seed distribution. A similar
arrangement occurs in the yellow-which means by interpretation "do not touch me".
'I like the yellow-, but not this pink-flowered one, in spite of its handsome appearance. It
spreads so rapidly, suppressing everything in its track. The plant has taken possession of miles of
navigable river and canal banks in various parts of the country. It is not a British plant, but was
probably carried over here in merchandise. We shall, I am afraid, have to recognise it as such, and in
some places, where it is a menace to agriculture, an effort will have to be made to stamp it out. '
Copley's interest in 1944 was agriculture and gardening. So after 100 pages of writing quite
sympathetically about all manner of plants he then re-categorises many of them as 'weeds' and gives 60
pages of instructions on how to eradicate them.
Perhaps Copley had the war effort in mind then, but the problem of invasive thug plants continues, here in
Wharfedale as all over the world. In New Zealand there is talk of getting rid of the Russell Lupins which
line miles and miles of roadside near Mount Cook - not because they are not very beautiful but because since
they were taken to New Zealand by home-sick Scotsmen in the 1880s they have managed to out-compete
and thus exterminate many native plants. In Western Australia the pretty Viper's Bugloss, which we treasure
so greatly at Sun Lane in Burley, is so prevalent a weed of agriculture that they call it 'Paterson's Curse'. In
Britain we are suffering from apparently uncontrollable spreads of Australian Swamp Stonecrop ( Crassula
helmsii) and Japanese Knotweed thrown out by gardeners, Giant Hogweed and the plant Copley was
bothered about sixty years ago (which I am sure you have easily recognised as Indian Balsam - Impatiens
glandulifera). There are so many examples of the way we humans have upset native populations by
introducing our pet plants, and birds and mammals. The Kiwi, New Zealand's national bird, may soon
become extinct because our ferrets and rats eat all its eggs and babies. The hedgehog is 'doing in' the
waders of the Outer Hebrides.
But it's not a simple picture. The New Atlas recognises 1400 plants that survived the last Ice Age here, or
have come here since under their 'own steam'. There are 150 plants known to have been introduced by man
before AD 1500 but no fewer than 1400 'neophytes' introduced since Tudor times. So, half all our British
plants are what the New Zealanders call 'exotics' - strangers artificially brought in from other parts of the
globe. In addition there are an additional no fewer than 2000 plants that crop up from time to time but don't
persist. Among the 'neophytes' is Indian Balsam, and, boy, it don't half persist!
Copley was writing in the same year in which I first saw Indian Balsam, in a ditch in Lincolnshire, a single
plant. I was bowled over by its beauty and strangeness. I had never seen it, or its like, before. It didn't look
like a garden throw-out because it was in such a natural ditch and so far from the nearest houses. I couldn't
find it in my Hooker' s Students' Flora (1884 etc.) though (had I known) it was included in 'the other' book
(Bentham and Hooker). So I did what any inquisitive young botanist learning plants from books would do
and wrote a postcard to Kew with the best description I could draw up, with the aid of Hooker's glossary of
botanical terms. I received an encouraging reply, with a tentative determination. I got my father to draw the
plant for me and his drawing is over my desk to this day. Within only a few more years I had travelled a bit
further from home and found the plant along the Trent and Derwent in my native Derbyshire. Newer plant
books featured it. Now at Cocking End you have to struggle to push through it and I have it fifty yards from
my front door.
Maybe, as Copley says, it will have to go - though it won't be easy to get rid of it. Being an annual it
propagates entirely through its seeds, and these can lay dormant in the soil for many years or get washed
downstream with the rains and floods. Maybe all we shall be able to do is prevent it going further upstream
towards the sources.
But I shall mourn its going. What a truly exotic flower it has, suspended under the arching peduncle! How
delicate the markings in the throat. How satisfyingly neat are the arrangement of the leaves, their outline and
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veining. And I don't know what patchouli smells like but I imagine Indian Balsam is it - heady and
overpoweringly sweet and, somehow, romantically 'eastern'. Ifwe would like to keep other 'exotics', like
Horse Chestnut, Greater Celandine, Musk, Leopard's-bane or simply the humble Shepherd's-purse, I would
have liked Indian Balsam to have been kept as well. 'This thug may have to go - but, damn it, I love it!'
Mike Atkinson
STITCHING A MOLE
It isn't often someone comes into a vet's consulting room holding a plastic basin full of earth. When the
couple thus laden did plonk a large washing-up bowl on the table in front of me, both the nurse and I were
stuck for words.
"It's a mole." explained the man "Our cat caught it and ripped the skin off it' s back. We feel a bit guilty
because the creature is still very much alive, and knowing how you like wild life, we brought it so you could
stitch it together again."
Oh well, there was half an hour to spare before the next appointment so why not! However first I had to
find the patient under all the soil. It was there somewhere; the earth started to move as a hillock appeared so I
quickly pushed my hand straight down through it to the bottom of the bowl. Nothing; the animal had shifted.
Another hillock, I tried to act faster, the mole had gone. At what speed can these little things travel? No
matter how fast I worked feeling all round where the action was, one almost blind not very bright creature
anticipated my move and outwitted me.
Playing my trump card I upended the bowl onto the table. There was a scream from a very irate nurse.
"I've just scrubbed that!" However as we spread the soil around we were able to locate the patient. He/she, how do you sex a mole? - had indeed been skinned; one side was bare down to the muscle with the fur lying
folded on the abdomen. A larger mammal would have been in a state of shock, but the mole was still
scuttling round relatively unconcerned. It needed a general anaesthetic before I could help.
It is annoying when your nurse is as bright as you are. Still muttering about having to clean up afterwards
she left the room returning a couple of minutes later pushing the anaesthetic trolley. Leaving me to get the
instruments ready, she dropped a large mask over the mole and turned on the gas.
Once the patient was asleep the mask was lifted off and I went to work. Known as "The little gentleman in
the velvet coat" the mole is well named. The skin is beautiful, soft and pliable and very loose. Like so many
rodents, hamsters gerbils and mice, it could fit into its fur several times over. Once the wound was cleaned, it
made the task of replacing it easy. Using dissolvable stitches I soon had the dark brown body looking as if it
had never been injured.
By this time the clients had taken note of the nurse' s grouses and whilst we worked at one end of the table
they carefully scraped all the soil back into the basin. As soon as the mole recovered from the anaesthetic it
was put back on top of the earth and, within seconds, using two paddle-like front feet, it had dug itself in.
"Oh well" said the client brightly "That' s one for the books, and because it is a wild animal it is all free
treatment as well."
I had my revenge. Smiling sweetly I gave post-op instructions. "As soon as you get home you can let it
loose on a flowerbed, - but I want it back in a week' s time to take the stitches out."
Telling a veterinary surgeon to 'get knotted' is about as rare as appearing with a basin of earth, but it does
happen.
Pam Braithwaite
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SEX AND VIOLENCE IN WHARFEDALE
The great diving beetle, Dytiscus marginalis
The Great Diving beetle is easy to find in weedy ponds and is common at
Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve. It is about one and a half inches long with an
oval streamlined body and has olive black wings with distinct yellow margins
- hence its scientific name. The specific name marginalis is not a good one as
other beetles have this feature.
The sexes are easy to differentiate as the female has furrows running along
the length of her wing cases. The male has smooth wing cases and broadened
tarsi (the first joints of the front pair of legs) that are enlarged to form a
circular pad covered with cup-like suckers covered with a secretion which
sticks to the females prothorax during mating. Hooks on the middle pair of
legs engage under her wing covers and enable him to hold on to her for many
hours.
The adults swim by means of flattened hind legs provided with a fringe of
stiff bristles. The legs are able to rotate sufficiently to present a broad surface
on the back stroke, and the narrow side on the return stroke enabling it to
feather its oars like a skilled rower.
Dytiscus has fine hairs underneath its wing cases surrounding the breathing pores or spiracles. Air under its
wings provides buoyancy, helping it to rise to the surface to breathe. The tip of the abdomen penetrates the
surface film to expose the last two spiracles and the wing covers are raised to draw a store of fresh air
underneath them. The remaining spiracles draw on the stored air when the beetle is submerged.
The sausage shaped eggs are laid in spring in an incision in the stem of a plant made by the female's
ovipositor. The larva grows into one of the most fearsome predators of the freshwater world. One of the
common names at this stage is the 'water tiger'. The larva swims by 'dog paddling' with its fringed legs and
by a wriggling movement of its body. It is lighter than water and needs to keep swimming or to hang on to
vegetation in order to remain submerged and simply lets go to ascend to the surface to breathe.
Both adult and larva feed on any animal that comes their way. The adult has toothed mandibles and an
internal digestive system and chews its prey like most other beetles. The larva in contrast has large hook like
mandibles or jaws which seize its prey. Each mandible has a fine canal running through it which connects
with the mouth. At the back of the mouth is a muscular 'pump' that pumps digestive juices into its victim.
The corrosive fluid dissolves the solid contents of the body after which the larva is able to reverse the
direction of the pump and suck the already digested juices back into its mouth.
I have watched a Dytiscus larva eat a stickleback in this way. It first caught the fish with its mandibles and
then proceeded to pump the contents of its stomach into the abdominal cavity of the fish. It did this in three
different places and then went back to the first incisions and sucked the stickleback dry leaving only the
empty skin to float away. This process is known as external digestion and is practised by other beetles,
notably glow-worms.
When fully grown the larva digs a cavity in damp earth
near the water line. Pupation takes about three weeks but
the adult beetle stays in the pupal cell for a further week
or so until its body-covering hardens.
In summer the adults occasionally take nocturnal flights
when they often come to grief by apparently mistaking
moonlit greenhouse roofs and wet roads for water. At this
time they can be the cause of mysterious deaths of fish in
garden ponds.
More literature must be available about the great diving
beetle than any other insect. Many writers have written
about its natural history and it is often used as a representative example of its family the Coleoptera. In
Germany under the title of 'Der Gelbrand' a name which refers to its yellow margins, Professor E. Korshelt
in 1923/24 edited a work about this beetle which ran to two volumes and 1,827 pages.
John R Hobson
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STOATALLY DIFFERENT BUT WEASILY RECOGNISABLE?
When I visited the Isle of Man last August I little dreamt that whilst I was there I would be lucky enough to
observe one of the rarest creatures in the British Isles. It happened like this.
The morning of Monday 18th August 2003 dawned sunny and bright and according to my plans I caught
the 10.25 Bus from Douglas to Ramsay. My first campaign for that morning was to explore the dizzy heights
of Cronk Y Sum.ark on which there are the remains of an Iron Age hillfort. This particular eminence is near
the small Manx village of Sulby. It is shaped rather curiously like a Chanterelle and has some shattered crags
which I am sure would be of interest to the budding Geologist. It is a stiff climb up to the summit, but well
worth it with fantastic views all around and over the northern plain of Mann. There was also a wealth of flora
and various butterflies, such as Red Admiral, Small Tortoiseshell, Painted Lady and Small Copper.
After absorbing the Atmosphere for an hour or so I made my way back down to Sulby where I visited the
local hostelry and enjoyed a pint of the local brew plus a hearty sandwich or two. Studying my maps I
determined to walk into Ramsay before catching the late afternoon Tram back to Douglas. I soon found my
way, which was a walled track that plodded via a steady gradient onto the fells above Ramsay, where it kicks
into the Millennium Way, one of three long distance footpaths which criss-cross the Island. The others are
Raad ny Foillen, or the Road of the Gulls, which circumnavigates the coastline, the Heritage Way which
follows the line of Douglas to Peel Railway line (now disused), and the Millennium Way that runs between
Castletown in the south and Ramsay in the north. All these routes are well worth walking and are havens for
wildlife as well as being very scenic.
However, the route I was on, as I said, climbs in a steady drag up the Fellside with fantastic views all
around and with plenty of nature to keep my mind off the stiff climb. I was even honoured with the presence
of Hen Harriers and the odd Peregrine. But, it was where my track turned a sharp dog-leg to the left before
passing through a gate and onto the open fell, that I encountered the Beast.
On first observing it, I at first thought 'rat', and held back, as I was only wearing summer shorts, but it was
then that I noticed that the tail was different; it was hairy, held in the air and shaped like one of those
pepperoni sticks you buy wrapped in foil. The rest of the creature was shaped exactly like a very large vole
and covered in what seemed like coarse tawny coloured hair or fur. I watched entranced as it trundled up the
left side of the track and crossed over to the right-hand side immediately in front of the aforementioned gate,
before vanishing into a clump of rough moorland grass. Not knowing what I had just seen and totally
bemused, as it had been too big to be any of the familiar voles that we all know, I determined to find out. So,
making my way down into Ramsay, I found a suitable Tea Room where I procured a bite to eat and a cuppa,
and related my story. The waitress advised me to go to the natural history section of the town library. An
assistant put me in immediate touch with a certain Mr Jack Donnelly a local experienced Natural History
Recorder.
I told him everything I had seen and he then began to carefully cross examine me to which I replied as best
as I remembered. Eventually his face lit up and he beamed with delight as he informed me that I had been
fortunate enough to see the very rare Manx Stoat, which has only been seen about seven or eight times in the
last thirty years and was once believed to be extinct.
Back in Douglas I resolved to visit the Manx Museum where I tried to see Kate Hawkins, the Margaret
Hartley of the Isle of Man. She was on leave at that particular time, so I left a note for her repeating what I
had told Jack Donnelly. A couple of weeks after I had got back home I received a very nice letter from Ms
Hawkins thanking me very much for my record and saying that it would be going into their Data Base for
further research which was nice.
If you ever find yourself in the lovely Ellan Vannin and see something which looks like an unusually large
vole, then you will have been privileged indeed to see a great rarity in the beautiful Manx Stoat.
Chris Hartley
IT ALL STARTED TO GO DOWNHILL IN 1982
Previously we had been along to the odd WNS meeting for several years,
and we had carried on our hobby of watching butterflies in the summer
sunshine quite peacefully. We didn't send in any records of course - well,
you don't know what they want, do you?
·
We moved to Yorkshire in 1967, having to endure a bitterly cold snowy
winter in rented accommodation before we could occupy our new house in
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Ilkley. In 1968 we started to explore the dale, and near Grassington we saw our first Northern Bro""' - .::,
quite a thrill. So later in 1982 we were in the same area again, belatedly following up our earlier sightin~
It was past four o'clock on a summer afternoon and we were packing up the cameras, quite pleased ""' ·
few NBA sightings near Threshfield, when Rosemary spotted an unfamiliar dark brown butterfly.
Now, in 2003, your butterfly recorder, familiar with many WNS records old and new, would ha~.:e quiJ
' dismissed' the newcomer as a Ringlet - after all they are common within half a mile of where v..e ~ However, in 1982 there were five years to go before Ringlet was seen. in Wharfedale, and nearer _o ~
before they were found in the upper valley.
So, the upshot was, we were puzzled, and went across to where it had perched for a closer look - and there
was a Yorkshire Scotch Argus. Since we 'knew' that the only colony had died out either in the 1920s or the
1950s depending on which version you believed, this was very surprising, and we were flabbergasted. -e
photographed the insect in complete disbelief, and used much more film several days later when v.i-e saw
three or four Scotch Argus in the same area, the excitement producing a rich crop of shaky, out of focus
pictures. But no colony could we find that year nor could the WNS recorder find the next, and after a
singleton in the third year they have never been seen again.
A puzzle then, which appeared to have been solved when it became clear that there had been an earlier
release of 69 butterflies taken from one of the two extant English colonies at Smardale. However, this turned
out to have been across the valley near the site of the old Grass Woods colony, six years before our sightin~
Moreover the people concerned had revisited the release site the following year, found nothing, and therefore
concluded the release had been a failure.
We tried to find out whether the old colony died out in the 1920s or the 1950s. Having leafed through bai
copies of YNU records in the remote recesses of Bradford University library, it was clear that people had
looked for Scotch Argus in Grass Wood without success during the 1930s.
Yet in 19 5 5 a respected Yorkshire naturalist, passing through the area, remarked that he saw two in flighr
on the outskirts of Grass Wood, remarking that aethiops was thought to be extinct. His is the only record
there since the 1920s until the present day, so the colony cannot have survived. What did he see? Ringlet or
Meadow Brown? Surely he would not make such a gross error? Probably neither species was in the area then
anyway.
So perhaps he did see Scotch Argus but they had been introduced. There was an introduction in Teesside
the year before, by the same man that later introduced the butterflies into Wharfedale. Did he come to
Grassington in 1955 to look for a suitable site? Releasing a few butterflies from his new colony at the same
time? We shall probably never know.
So where does this leave us? Several respected naturalists still believe the Scotch Argus still exists
somewhere in upper Wharfedale, and there are nineteenth century reports from the Amcliffe and the
Buckden areas. Searches are being planned for the summer of 2004, where likely woodland edges with the
blue moor grass foodplant will hopefully be visited in August. If you are up the valley this summer anywhere
from Grassington to the headwaters you may see the search in progress - indeed you might just be the person
who makes the sighting that solves this long running mystery!
David HoVv'SOil

FROM THE BOOKSHELF OF
Amanda and Brin Best
h seemed about time for another trawl through some of our members' bookshelves for recommendations o
useful and enjoyable natural history books. Readers of past issues of the WNS annual publication may
remember the drill. I persuade one or two likely fellow members to choose two books: a reference boo '
hich they particularly rely on and a more general book on a natural history subject which they've enjoyed
and feel other members will enjoy too.
This year I had the happy idea of choosing a husband and wife team with overlapping but also
complementary interests, Brin and Amanda Best. Though they've only been WNS members for five and a
half years or so, Amanda and Brin have already made their mark: Amanda on the committee and Brin
supplying illustrations to this publication and both as knowledgeable participants in the Society's activities.
:Many members will also know their excellent book, Wild Flower Walks of the Yorkshire Dales nthern Region, reviewed in the Wharfedale Naturalist last year and, I guess, much used by members oyer
spring and summer. They not only agreed to be our subjects but also nobly gave up a precious Saturday
afternoon to show me the books they had chosen and talk me through the reasons behind the choices.

13

Choosing just two books to recommend when you have a large, much loved collection is a real challenge.
Brin and Amanda have both been keen naturalists since childhood and have spent most of their working lives
since graduation involved in conservation projects of various kinds. As well as their work in Britain, they
were involved in a pioneering study of the fauna of Ecuador, (Brin and a colleague wrote the guide to the
birds of Ecuador). This adventure sounded wildly exciting, but, as they were quick to point out, had its less
attractive side - rain, heat, mud, biting insects and more rain! WNS members will have a chance to learn
more about it when Brin gives a talk as part of next year's Winter Programme. However, with our
membership in mind, they had made their selection from books about the UK.
Amanda's choice of reference book, The Wild Flower Key - The British Isles and N.W. Europe by
Francis Rose, published by Frederick Warne 1981, was well-thumbed, annotated in the margins and, to tell
you the truth, actually falling to bits - all of which testified to its usefulness. She and Brin actually have three
copies, a hard-back "for the house" and another softback to replace the one before us when it fmally gives up
the ghost. Pretty well-organised, I thought! This book is the choice of a botanist, or of someone who aspires
to become a botanist. If you persevered with using it, not only would it lead you, by a series of branching
choices, to accurate identification of plants in the field, but it would also help you gradually to internalise
how such identifications are made. But, it's not only a key, it's also beautifully illustrated so you can make
that final check. Not only does it include a key to plants in flower; the book also contains a key to plants not
in flower helpfully organized by habitat, which, given the relative length of most plants' flowering season,
seems to me to be a very big plus.
With pleasing symmetry Brin had chosen a bird guide: The Bird Guide - Britain and Europe by Lars
Svensson and Peter J Grant, translated from the original Swedish by David Christie and beautifully
illustrated by Dan Zetterstrom and Killian Mullarney and published by Harper Collins 1999. A truly
comprehensive book and one which I rather quailed at the idea of lugging round in a back-pack, but from
Brin' s puzzled response I gather that this is nothing to real birders! As someone who had started out with the
ambition to collect all everything published on British birds, (an ambition modified by financial realities,
needless to say), Brin had waited a long time for a book like this - covering Britain and Europe, with
excellent text and wonderfully accurate and comprehensive illustration. We tried it out by looking up
cormorants and shags and there they were, both species portrayed in all their seasonal variations with the
distinguishing features helpfully detailed - certainly a book to rely on.
For her choice of a general good read, Amanda had selected a book in the Collins New Naturalists
Library Series. The books in this series over the years have always used interesting illustrators as well as
authors and have been produced to a high standard. Many are now collectors' items. Amanda's choice was
The Broads - The People's Wetland by Brian Moss and published by Harper Collins 2001. Brian Moss,
now a professor at Liverpool University, had been one of Brin and Amanda's lecturers at the University of
East Anglia. They both had particularly lively memories of his Aquatic Ecology course where, having taken
a core sample down through the lake bed, he proceeded to demonstrate the vegetable nature of the ancient
bottom layer of the core by munching it. There is a photograph in the book of him with just such a sample
though whether or not he ate it is not recorded! What was apparent from Amanda's description of the book is
that it is a wonderfully full exploration of an area and the people who've lived in it and used it over the
centuries, bringing together science, history, geology, ecology and a practical interest in how these aspects
interact. This book would prove invaluable in preparation for a visit to this attractive area of East Anglia.
Amanda's choice was a book to study, Brin' s one to read from cover to cover in one glorious go. He chose
The Snow Geese by William Fiennes, Picador paperback, 2002, an account of the author's journey as he
followed the migrating snow geese from their wintering sites in Texas to their breeding grounds in northern
Canada, the experiences he had and the people he met on the way. The book combines what is best in travel
writing with exact and evocative descriptions of nature. Brin was particularly impressed by the author's acute
observation of the wildlife he encountered, especially the geese, and his ability to capture this in words. A
whole page is devoted to the different sounds which snow geese make. The author had been seriously ill and
his journey is one towards his own recovery and rediscovery of life. It is also a meditation on going away
and returning, a regular part of wild geese life and a central element in Fiennes' journeying.
After looking at these books and hearing why they had been chosen I felt confident that, whether you
intend to get out and do some serious plant and bird identification or merely to sit at home planning and
dreaming, there should be something here for you. So, a sincere thank-you to Brin and Amanda for giving us
this glimpse into their library.
Jenny Dixon
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REPORTS OF WNS ACTIVITIES IN 2003
THE SUN LANE NATURE RESERVE
(The Old Tip Field)

(Freda Draper has known the Old Tip Field area of Sun Lane since her childhood. She and her
husband, Bob, were keeping detailed records of the site over many years before it was so radically
redeveloped and, since then, Freda has reported regularly to the Society on its changing ecology.
Thanks to Freda, WNS has a unique archive illustrating a fascinating story. Editors)
In the last review of this site done two years ago, I expressed concern at the deterioration of some parts of the
area and said that it was going to need some careful maintenance if it was not to deteriorate still more.
For another year it continued to do so, with the ditches blocked and overgrown with rampant plants, the
planted trees unpruned and shading out the ground flora beneath them, self-sown tree seedlings, particularly
Alder, making matters worse and the grass unmown since it had first been sown, so becoming thick and
tufted in many places with the dead winter tufts smothering the smaller wild flowers. All this would
eventually lead, not only to the loss of flowers, but also of many insects, particularly butterflies, which are
very good at Sun Lane.
In January 2003 all that changed, and very much for the better. A volunteer working party was formed
under a leader who was not only enthusiastic but also knowledgeable, capable of hard work himself and of
inspiring his team to it also! Meeting for the morning on the last Sunday of each month, they cleared the
clogged ditches, tidied the overgrown steep banks of the main ditch which runs alongside Sun Lane, pruned
low branches from the planted trees to benefit the ground flora beneath and removed the self-sown young
trees which were totally swamping the shrubs that had been planted along the western boundary. The
owners, Bradford Council, were persuaded to mow the grass before the flowering plants started to grow. The
site gained a new and more elegant name to denote not just the Old Tip Field itself but also the lane that runs
beside it and the small area of ancient grassland known as the 'Paddock', also owned by Bradford and
situated at its top western boundary across the stream. In here are some plants not listed or very scarce on the
tip field, and also the main colony of wild orchids. It has been neither grazed nor mown since the
reclamation scheme and has become very overgrown. It was reverting to scrub land but some work has
already been done here and more is to follow.
The result of all the hard work by so many willing people was a positive explosion of flowers, helped by
the very good summer, and undoubtedly benefiting from the sun. Alongside the main ditch, plants which had
not been seen for two or three years came up and flowered, and several others were recorded there for the
first time. Although the Sun Lane site is good for many forms of wildlife, perhaps its greatest strength is the
huge variety of flowering plants that has resulted from its history. Originally, as I knew it, there were three
fields, comprising what is now the reclaimed tip area. The first of these was a small sunken field below the
level of the lane, grazed by a pony in summer and partially flooded by the back ditch in winter. It was by far
the best of them all for its variety of wild flowers, from the spring show of wetland beauties like Marsh
~ arigold, Cuckoo Flower and Water A vens, across a grassy area studded with many other flowers, to the
drier bank below the hedge by the lane, with its wild Violets, Daisies, Primroses and Barren Strawberry.
Then came the centre field, which was the largest and the local tip for Burley village. It was carefully tended
, a man on duty whenever tipping was in progress, and here there were many wild flowers around the
edges. The third field was long and narrow, running up from the lane towards the railway and owned by the
al butcher, who kept some beasts there and - believe it or not - also did his butchering there! The stream
hich comes down Catton Wood and under the railway to Sun Lane was the western boundary line, as it still
· and it had many water-loving flowering plants along its length.
When Ilkley Council took over Burley the whole of these three fields was used for tipping household waste
:::om the entire district and the wild flowers disappeared under a growing mountain of rubbish. In their place
.::ame annuals, aliens and garden throw-outs, as the tipping moved steadily westward - Mallows, Evening
Primroses, Antirrhinums, Buddleias, hardy Geraniums, Bellflowers and the fancy grasses used for flower
arranging. All appeared with many others. In one hot summer the tip even sprouted seedling date palms!
Due to local pressure the tip was finally closed and grassed over, its high eroding sides still growing all
s of things, including a beautiful horse chestnut tree from a discarded conker. Eventually came the
~
ge of toxins into the stream that leads to the river, as the tip began to break down, needing the
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reclamation work which I have described in earlier reviews. The area was reshaped and a drainage system of
underground pipes was built to take the water that drains constantly do"Wll from the woodland away and
round the tip, and the shingle required for this brought in new plants. The tip was given a covering of a
special hi-tech 'skin' to keep the rain from reaching all the underlying rubbish. This skin had to have a
covering of soil before grass could be so"Wll, so sandy soil was brought from an old local quarry to give it a
twelve inch layer, and with the soil yet again came different plants. The most obvious of these is Gorse, but
in summer many square yards of short grass on the flat top are covered with a pink carpet of Common
Centaury. There are many more, and new ones keep appearing as the soil shifts a little on the bank. All this
has resulted in a fascinating and almost unique collection of plants recorded from the Old Tip Field.
After the mowing and clearing done by the working parties, these plants showed just what they could do, in
a blaze of colour through the summer. Pink and white Mallows, pink and blue Cranesbills, yellow Evening
Primroses, sky-blue Viper' s Bugloss, red and white Clovers, and a glowing golden-yellow carpet of Birdsfoot Trefoil on a sunny slope just where the Common Blue butterfly needed it. I had mentioned before that
this pretty little butterfly was slow to recolonise after the reclamation, with only three or four being seen at a
time. For the first brood in 2003 this was so again, but the mass of uncluttered flowering trefoil was
obviously just right and, with the good weather to help, breeding for the second brood was very good indeed,
so that more than seventy Blues were counted on that one bank in one day. Other butterflies were good too.
The fairly recent Gatekeeper continues to increase and the Ringlet, seen only as odd ones previously, also
increased and was noted in several places. Another member of the same family appeared for the first time,
when two or three Speckled Woods were seen in the late summer.
Several nesting boxes for small birds were put up and a member of the public generously made and
installed yet another seat. The first one, which he put up several years ago, overlooks a wonderful view of
the Wharfe valley and moors on the other side. Young alders which had sprung up on a bank near the large
pool and were obscuring a view of the water were removed and the new seat put in place.
The pool is one feature still causing concern, as willows have sprung up on its southern bank and are
shading the water to the detriment of the several species of dragonfly which bred there very successfully for
a few years. It is hoped that Bradford Council, who have agreed to remove the willows, will do so before the
next season so that the dragonflies get their sunlight back again. One plant that was a great success in the
pool was Water Violet, an aquatic member of the primrose family, whose flowering spikes stand out of the
water like delicate pink and white candelabra primulas, and which covered nearly two-thirds of the pool for
weeks and was a sight worth seeing. Earlier in the year dozens of toads were seen making for the pool and
were very vocal in the water at both ends. We hope that the frogs which spa"Wlled in the back ditch for very
many years until crowded out by thick vegetation, will return now that it has been cleaned out and low dams
fixed across to make shallow pools in one or two places. This work was done in the late autumn and resulted
in the discovery that Water Shrews were living there.
The necessary maintenance of the area will be an on-going thing but a management plan for this has been
agreed with Bradford Council and we are grateful for the co-operation and help from Mr Ian Tindall, who is
in charge of the area, and also to a number of local organisations including the WNS who have generously
made donations to buy tools. It is also hoped to replace some of those original wildflowers that were lost
under the tip. The Trustees of the Charity that used to O"Wll that first small field have made a donation
towards this and we are most grateful to them and have already made a start with Marsh Marigolds, Violets
and Water Avens, and a few others. Some of these plants have gradually reappeared in very small numbers
but others, although accounted common wild flowers, have never been seen again, and this includes
Agrimony, Lady's Bedstraw, Bitter Vetch, Goldilocks and Ragged Robin.
Many thanks are due to the members of the volunteer working parties who gave up their Sunday mornings
once a month and, later, Thursday afternoons to help the Sun Lane Nature Reserve, and particularly to Peter
Riley, the instigator and leader of all this, ably supported by his wife, Anne, who unfailingly supplied liquid
refreshments and biscuits to the working party members for a break mid-morning, turning the whole thing
into a social occasion obviously enjoyed by all who came - and continued to come every month, though
some of the work was very hard and very muddy! A huge difference was made to the site in less than a year
and there have been many complimentary remarks from p eople walking the lane and field.
This small reserve gives pleasure to many, and at the same time, a home and suitable environment to many
wild creatures and plants. A year ago I was in despair over its fate as it had started to go downhill and was in
danger of losing some of its best features under unchecked vegetation, but now the future of the Sun Lane
Nature reserve seems assured.
Freda Draper
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MORE THAN 100 BIRDS RECORDED
On birdwatching trips in 2003
Our birdwatching trips in 2003 proved to be very productive, with 107 birds recorded on our visits to eleven
sites in Yorkshire and the North West. Between April and October, visits were made to the Washburn
Valley, Blacktoft Sands, Staveley, Farnham, Bowland, Tophill Low, Nosterfield, High Batts, Low Moor.
Marshside and Mere Sands Wood.
Five birds were common to all sites, Mallard, Lapwing, Black Headed Gull, Wood Pigeon and Common
Crow. Birds seen only once totalled 25 as follows:
Washburn Valley: Goosander, Dipper, Fieldfare, Treecreeper.
Blacktoft Sands: Pintail, Garganey, Peregrine Falcon. Blackcap, Avocet, Bearded Tit, Yellow Hammer and
Com Bunting.
Farnham: Turtle Dove.
Bowland: Buzzard, Merlin, Tavvny Owl, Spotted Flycatcher, Ring Ouzel.
Tophill Low: Goldeneye.
Nosterfield and High Batts: Wheatear.
Low Moor: Golden Plover, Collared Dove, Jay and Linnet
Marshside; Short Eared Owl.
A special word of thanks to our leaders, Peter Riley, Philip Kendal-Smith, Nevil Bowland, John Flood,
Derek Parkin and Beryl Scott; also to John Flood for producing a record for each site, and to the members
who joined the trips and made them so enjoyable. In 2004 we are planning to concentrate our activities to the
Wharfe and Washburn, with visits to three other sites. These will be full day 'recording' days, building up
our knowledge and information in preparation for our Diamond Jubilee Year. Full details will be printed in
the Summer and Winter programmes and a list is also available from John Flood (01943) 435034 or Harry
Jevons (01943) 830791.
Harry Jevons
GEOLOGY FIELD EXCURSIONS IN 2003
The Sedgwick Trail, 7th May 2003. Situated in Garsdale near Sedbergh, this geological trail is named after
the great geologist Adam Sedgwick, who was born in Dent and went to school in Dent and Sedbergh. In
1818 he became Professor of Geology at Cambridge University and was a pioneer in the understanding of
British rock systems.
Although the trail is only a 600m stretch along the banks of the River Clough in Garsdale, it is particularly
rich in the variety of rocks and structures to be seen. On 7th May the group of five descended to Danny
Bridge to the start of the trail to see the Great Scar Limestone dipping at 60° upstream and forming a deep
gorge where Danny Cave forms a stream outlet. A little further upstream we were able to see good worn
sections of large brachiopods in the boulders as well as fossil coral colonies. Thin shale beds had been deeply
eroded and some of the limestone contained hard nodules of black chert. Upstream there was a good example
of an anticline in the riverbed, and a bed of sandstone showed current-bedding. Near Tom Croft Cave the
beds were tilted into a vertical position and even overturned. This is at a point just below the Dent Fault, the
movement of which had been responsible not only for the folding of the limestone but, at the fault, for the
breaking up of the rock into angular fragments to form a breccia. On the west side of the Dent Fault are the
Brathay Flags of Silurian age. A red conglomerate, of early
Carboniferous age, lies unconformably on top of the
flagstones. We generally had bright weather with the
exception of a couple of very short showers.
Ingleton Glens 19th .June 2003.
This is another classic
section of English geology and included crossing the South
Craven and North Craven faults, one or two intrusive dykes,
wonderful outcrops of Ingletonian basement rocks and one of
the most famous examples of an unconformity in the country,
that at Thornton Force.
This sketch of Thornton Force was made about 160 years
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ago by the great Yorkshire geologist Professor John Phillips. Even earlier than this, at the end of the
eighteenth century, John Playfair visited Thornton Force while preparing his book lllustrations of the
Huttonian Theory of the Earth (1802). He described the exposure as evidence to prove Hutton's theory that
geological processes of the past were the same as those of today continued over a vast period of time - a
revolutionary concept in those days.

Craven Reef Knolls, 10 .July 2003. The group parked at the top of Thorpe village and walked up the track
towards Elbolton reef knoll. On the way we examined shales in the beck that appear to surround the knoll on
three sides and represented deeper water. We walked to the far end of the knoll and climbed to the top
examining the fossiliferous reef limestone in a broken wall on the way. We were able to shelter from the
wind in a sink hole near the summit, and examine the fine view. On the descent we visited Thorpe Cave,
once inhabited by prehistoric man, and looked for fossil brachiopods, bivalves and gastropods among the
screes. We also found evidence ofleadmining.
Trollers Gill, 18th September 2003. This always a popular excursion as it has so much variety in a small
area. The limestone at the core of the Skyreholme anticline forma a dramatic gorge (Trollers Gill), rich lead
veins containing fluorite cut the area and glacial action has left perched blocks and erratics. Potholes and
sink holes are common and we saw the disappearing beck, and the springs where it re-emerged below.
Upper Nidderdale, 6th November 2003. Parking first at Lofthouse we explored the bed of the River Nidd
from the stone bridge upstream to see the Middle Limestone and the Five Yard Limestone of the Y oredales.
The latter contained chert in its upper part. Access was too difficult to examine the Three Yard Limestone
higher up near the coppice. Stopping at the old railway tunnel (now sealed off) we found plenty of examples
of Gigantoproductus, both on the roadside and in the river. The river was only just dry enough to allow us to
cross safely to hear and see the underground River Nidd at Manchester Hole and the entrance to Goyden Pot.
We drove up to the car park and walked to the top end of Scar House Reservoir to look at the great bank of
shale and look for well-preserved fossil there. The water level was very low we could examine exposures
which would normally be flooded. This is the type locality for the trilobite Weberides Barkei and one of our
party found the tail (or pygidium) of one.
David Leather

BARRA2003
The WNS holiday on Barra was a huge success and exceeded all expectations. For the first three days we had
brilliant sunshine but with a strong cold wind, then a few days of mixed weather, and for our last day we had
bright sunshine again.
On Tuesday, our first day, we met up with Dr Robarts, who is most knowledgeable on all aspects of natural
history on Barra, and also has been monitoring and recording a colony of over 400 Irish Lady's Tresses Spiranthes romanzo.ffiana for over 20 years. Each of the plants, which cover a wide area of heathland, is
numbered and tagged, and his data is computerised. He was able to give us details of how many had
appeared, and/or flowered each year. He experiments with pollen collecting and fertilisation and sends pollen
both to Edinburgh Botanic Garden and to Kew and corresponds with botanists in other areas of the UK and
Ireland. These plants were first discovered in the Aleutian Islands, hence their botanical name - Spiranthes
romanzo.ffiana.
He pointed out many more flowers to us as we walked along, including Lesser Twayblade, flowering under
large clumps of Heather, Bird's Eye Primrose, tiny Moonwort, New Zealand Willow Herb, and Pale
Butterwort. He told us about the area and the crofting way of life, then demonstrated the best way to cut and
stack peat. He also told us of Orchis mascula var. ebudicum growing on Orosay - a tidal island near the
airport, of a colony of Little Terns at Seal Bay, and of otters on one of the tidal islands beyond Vatersay.
That evening we studied the Tide Tables and were overjoyed to see that on Wednesday, low tide would be
at 10 4 5 am, and a neighbour told us that we would be safe for 2 hours either side of low tide.
So on Wednesday morning we parked the bus near the Airport and John led us over a hillock and towards
the coast. The sand was firm and we had no problems. We were thrilled to find the orchids within our first
few footholds on the islet. We also found Spring Squill, Dovesfoot Cranesbill and Mountain Everlasting both male and female flowers.
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We saw the Twin Ott.er plane take off from Traigh :Mb.or - the only scheduled air service in the world to
land and take off from a beach. We retraced our steps across the sand at 12 30 pm, and drove to the jetty at
Eoligarry, a SSSI, where we sat in the sun to eat our packed lunch, and were able to watch Ringed Plovers,
Oystercatchers and a few Eider duck.
We then meandered along the lanes, the ditches full of Marestail, Angelica and Water Horsetail, past the
areas of rough pasture, full of Yellow Rag and many reed beds, which are home to several pairs of
Comcrakes. We heard them well enough, but never saw them, even though Melanie stayed so long vvith her
camera that we offered to bring her a tent.
Barra is home to about 60 pairs of Corncrakes where nesting conditions are favourable. The co-operation
of the crofters helps in the cutting of hay late in the summer, and taking the first swathe through the centre of
a field to give any late birds a chance to escape. We heard a Sedge Warbler here, and a pair of Buzzards
circled overhead; they are well fed as there are plenty of rabbits on the nearby Machair.
Most of us visited the 12th century church at Cille Barra to see the 8th century Runic Stone which has a
cross on one side and Viking inscriptions on the other. We also looked at some 15th century gravestones of
the Lords of the Isles. Compton Mackenzie's gravestone is in the outer area of the churchyard. Some
members were lucky enough to see a Cuckoo being driven off by starlings, in an area of unkempt gardens in
Castlebay.
Thursday was another brilliantly sunny day that saw us taking the car ferry to Eriskay where the first Great
Northern Diver was spotted. We also watched a wonderful display of diving Gannets. The ornithologist and
marine biologist, the late Dr Peter Evans, considered that Gannets and Kittiwakes can gain by following
whales, as these huge creatures may drive prey species nearer to the surface and vvithin the striking distance
of diving birds, and that a sea watch of Gannets may bring sightings of a pod of Minke Whales or Common
Dolphins.
From Eriskay we drove by causeway to South Uist, to the Nature Reserve at Loch Druidibeg. Passing
through South Uist we saw lots of Bogbean growing in the small lochans, which make the landscape of the
Uists so unique, where almost 50% of the area is covered in water. We saw a Greylag Goose here, and also a
Little Grebe on a small lochan.
Due to staff shortages no warden was able to come vvith us, but one spent a while giving us details of the
reserve, which straddles the whole island - from the dunes and Machair in the west through the inbye and
pastoral land, to the peat moorlands and the rocky coastline of the east. She gave us more details of the 20ft
Minke Whale beached on Barra - pieces of skin had been sent to Inverness for DNA testing. She also
mentioned a beached Risso' s Dolphin on Vatersay.
One group then went to Loch Druidibeg, the rest ofus to the beach and Machair where John and Melanie
spent a full half hour watching a Great Northern Diver on the sea, also a Common Sandpiper, while we
botanists found Storksbill, Scurvy Grass, Violets and vast banks of Primroses. Later in the afternoon we all
converged on the Medieval Church at Howmore - there are four chapels there and many beautifully carved
crosses, which probably date from 13th century.
As we drove back to the ferry we found ourselves ahead of schedule, so we diverted to the Polachar, the
southernmost tip of South Uist, to view the wonderful vista of many islands from there. As we got out of the
bus, another Great Northern Diver appeared and gave us an exhibition of diving.
Later in the week, in an attempt to see the beached whale, Melanie found that it meant a long, rough walk
round the coast, and on nearing the whale it smelted so dreadful that she retreated. Friday was dull and rather
windy, quite a relief really as we were showing signs of serious sunburn, so we drove across the causeway
onto Vatersay to park at West Bay. Here we saw the sand being whipped up into a plume by the wind, and
on the beach we found a rather bedraggled Swallow, blown off course by the high winds. We heard Skylarks
as we walked through the village, and also saw one on the ground, again rather ruffled. The flowers on the
lazy beds were not yet at their best, but there was White and Red Campion, Common Fumitory and Wild
Carrot.
On Saturday we met up vvith Jonathan Croft, the Countryside Ranger, who had promised us a short walk.
We left the bus and passed three small lochans. A pair of Mute swans breed on small Loch Doriuiun,
bringing their cygnets later to he bigger lochs. We saw Milkwort, Lousewort, Common Spotted Orchid Dactylorchis fuchsii ssp hebridensis, and many Heath Spotted Orchids.
Jonathan spoke of the geology, landscape, crofting, ruined buildings and birds, while leading us along
grassy ways among rocky outcrops to arrive at Dun Ban. There on the steep cliffs was an abundance of
flowers, masses of Thrift, Sea Campion, White Stonecrop and Roseroot. Among the birds seen were Gulls,
Shags and Guillemots.
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On the return route we went to visit an Otter' s holt which Jonathan was monitoring. We were all horrified
to see a dead dog otter lying just outside the holt. He was in excellent condition with no obvious injuries, and
Jonathan said it was as if he had felt ill and come outside the holt to die; he would send it to South Uist for a
post-mortem. We've now heard from him that it was a young otter, under a year old, and that the cause of
death was starvation. Unfortunately, this is a common occurrence and the mortality rate amongst young
otters is quite high, which, paradoxically, can indicate a healthy population, as the more numerous the otters,
the greater the competition for food.
As we returned to the bus at
The stones of Barra
1-45, Jonathan said that the
A stone can mean weight, which is a problem for some people. A stone
flowers at Cliat were worth
in the shoe can be very painful. Stones near greenhouses can cause
seeing, so he'd nip home to
damage - but the stones of Barra have none of these properties.
take his dog out, and meet us at
Nature created them in wondrous profusion to be walked on, gazed at
Cliat at 2-30. So we hurriedly
and wondered at - tumbled by waves, piled up in crunching heaps.
ate our sandwiches, drove to
Shaped to fit the hand, smooth and sensuous, every one is different, in
Cliat and walked the full length
colour, pattern, shape and size. Gentle shades of pink and grey, dark
of
the beach, then over wet
and sparkling, white and shiny, they lie on the shore in glorious
seaweed
into some large caves
abundance. Follow where they lead to the massive rocks, cleft into
the
ones
used to store the
gorges, hollowed into caves. They lie wet, on a bed of seaweed with
whisky
in
Whisky Galore.
thrift as a backdrop, on ledges of the cliffs. A stone to me is a souvenir
to hold and remember Barra beauty.
Actually they were blow holes,
Peggy Lambert
and the steep walls at the back
formed
magnificent
rock
gardens. He then led us on a steep narrow cliff path, where we found Rustyback Fem, and to an inland cliff
where Fulmar were nesting. Again the flowers in the gullies were super - Sam risked the fulmars to climb
higher and photograph Roseroot.
On Sunday seven of us were hoping to take a boat trip to the southern of the Barra islands, four of us to
land on Pabbay to find the four Pictish Christian stones, the rest hoping to do a non-landing birdwatching
trip, sailing right round Mingulay, which is the only way to view the huge cliffs. Visitors at the Youth Hostel
who had been camping there, had told Melanie of Golden Eagles, Great Skua and otters. But Mr Macleod
phoned at 9am to say that the weather was too poor for the trip, so we again took the bus to the airport and
walked on Traigh Bas, with the wind behind us. As we didn't want to retrace our steps we climbed a steep
wet gully to drop to the east coast at Cille Barra. The carpets of Primroses on the hillsides were unbelievable
- masses and masses of them. When she recalled the nurture she gives to those in her garden Peggy was
quite envious of the huge clumps growing out of sand.
As we walked back, the sun shone, we dried out and had tea and cakes in the airport coffee bar. We then
did a moorland walk, rather wet in places, with Common Cottongrass and Harestail Cottongrass, and many
colourful mosses, past Loch na Dun to Loch na Rhuaidhe, where an Iron Age Crannog in the loch is one
place where trees can grow, without being nibbled by the sheep. There were many fems along the loch
margins with Hard Fem, Male Fem and Maidenhair Fem.
Monday began windy and showery. We went to Vatersay again and walked through the lazy beds at
Caolis, where we heard seals and more comcrakes. We found Fragrant Orchid and Pyramidal Orchid, both
still in bud and in the pond we saw Brackish Water Crowfoot and Redshank. We had left Lorelie and Marian
near the causeway to explore the remains of 6,000 years of habitation in the glen at Alt Chrisal. We met them
as they descended, rather wet but glad that despite the weather they had found all that they had set out to see,
from sea level to around 300 ft.
We· spent our last afternoon at Seal Bay and, as we arrived, the sun came out and we spent our time
sunbathing and watching the Little Terns coming and going. To the north we saw yet another Great Northern
Diver. Joyce and Sam found sea shells and seaweed to photograph, the Machair was covered with flowers,
and we couldn't have ended our holiday in a more enjoyable way.
We had had a truly memorable trip and we are all most grateful to Lorelie and John for driving the bus
along some of the steepest, narrowest and most winding roads in Britain, including photo-stops whenever we
needed them. Without them the holiday couldn't have taken place.
The people of Barra are justifiably proud of their small island and all that it has to offer. It seems though
that none of the other groups that visited sent back their bird and flower lists to the island; and we've found
that the gratitude of those who've received our lists is truly overwhelming.
Olwen Middleton

20

SUMMER OUTING TO DERBYSHIRE
Our summer outing for 2003 was on Saturday 28th June into the lovely Wyedale/Chee Dale area of
Derbyshire. Though we had little sunshine the air was pleasant for walking and our party of 56 were
provided as usual with detailed instruction sheets by Don and Lesley Barrett who had earlier done a
reconnaissance of the itinerary.
We were grateful to our coach driver for taking us on a most scenic route and on arrival at the Wyedale
lay-by we were joined by expert botanists Everald Ellis and Bob Beevers who acted as guides on the 5.5 mile
walk through the Chee gorge. The steep path down to the river led us through almost a corridor of orchids,
mainly of the Heath Spotted variety, and later we saw seed heads indicating cowslips had also been very
prolific. A suitable picnic spot saw everyone delving into sandwich boxes after which began an exciting
walk by the river.
With the massive leaves of Butterbur growing to shoulder height the single-file track was often a matter of
guesswork and by now I was having sympathy for the intrepid explorers of the Amazonian jungles! The
clear waters by which we trekked hosted Rainbow Trout and there were large colonies of Dames Violets and
some Forget-me-nots, all adding to the beauty of the scene. Coming out of the Butterbur at the foot of Chee
Tor we paused a while to watch rock climbers abseiling down the steep cliff face - and then we came to the
stepping stones. At this point the gorge narrows forcing the path into the river so large square slabs have
been laid which to my relief looked firm and sturdy - they were, but must have been positioned by 6ft. giants
with Olympic long-jump strides. Suffice to say our taller members strode nonchalantly across but I draw a
veil over the performances of some of us who are not so agile. However we all made it in the end and then
came up the steps out of the gorge and enjoyed a gentle meander along an old railway track inspecting
numerous specimens of flowers including the Nottingham Catchfly and Jacobs Ladder.
Returning to the coach, we here said goodbye and thank you to our guides Everald and Bob who had given
up their day to ensure we saw in detail the wonderful flora of the region and we are most grateful to them.
We then moved on to Tideswell where it was carnival time with a Flower Festival, Craft exhibitions and
Well Dressing to provide plenty of interest.
Our final stop was at Buxton where 56 very hungry naturalists, according to their tastes, headed directly to
Fish and Chip venues or Pizza Palaces, returning replete to the coach for the journey home, where we
discovered the sun had been shining in Yorkshire most of the day. Mention here must be made of our
excellent driver of the "J&K of York" firm whom Beecrofts provided due to their own coach being
unavailable.
The continued success of these outings is due entirely to the enormous amount of planning so cheerfully
undertaken by members - to Ken Limb for meticulously handling the bookings (the Treasurer is specially
grateful to him), to Don and Lesley Barrett for the itinerary and that so useful instruction sheet which even
had a list of cafes in Buxton; to Joyce and Sam Hartley without whom we never would have met Everald and
Bob. And to the mysterious donor from the back of the coach who always passes round the box of sweeties.
Wharfedale Natsis indeed fortunate in having so many willing volunteers and we hope the Committee will
continue finding places of similar interest and beauty for us to visit.
List of species seen (with sincere thanks to Joyce Hartley)
Orchids

St. Johns Wort
Common Valerian
Vetch
Cranesbill
Wall Rue
Fems

Twayblade
Common Spotted
Heath Spotted
Slender
Hairy

Crosswort
Small Scabious
Golden Rod
Thyme
Ladies Bedstraw
Goatsbeard
Greater knapweed
Thistle - Welted
Melancholy
Water Avens
Water Forget-me-not
Woody Nightshade
Jacobs Ladder
Greater Burnet Saxifrage
Burnet Rose
Nottingham Catch.fly

Tufted
Kidney
Shining
Bloody
Maidenhair
Male
Hard Shield
Common Polypody

Giant Bellflower

Margaret Hutchinson
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WINTER OUTING TO MARTIN MERE - 15th NOVEMBER 2003
For the fourth year in succession our November outing was to Martin Mere Wildfowl and Wetlands Centre
and in view of the 51 seats on the coach being quickly snapped up it would seem members are still finding
this a popular winter venue. Thanks must again be expressed to Ken Limb for dealing with the financial
details and to Don and Lesley Barrett for the other arrangements which ensure it all goes smoothly.
W eatherwise it could not have been better with day - long sunshine encouraging us to linger watching the
antics of the various species of wading birds in the ponds and marshes. Feeding time at the swannery is an
event not to be missed and let no one say a swan is a swan is a swan, for here are the Hoopers, the Bewicks,
the Mutes, a gleaming white tide all bearing down on the man with the barrow whom they spot long before
the spectators.
We purposely plan the visit to coincide with the annual Bird Fair thus giving members the opportunity to
attend various lectures by well known naturalists. Our choice was the red kites film which was simply
breathtaking, but we heard equally good reports of other presentations.
There was such a variety of things to see and do at this event. Two members told us of the joy they had
watching a peregrine falcon at close quarters whilst another member had pleasure of a different kind when
she purchased a pair of super binoculars at the Infocus shop. Even the Hutchinsons (not noted for identifying
anything) were thrilled to watch in the flamingo shelter a Mum Mallard with twelve tiny chicks that were
surely only a few days out of the egg. Chicks? - in November! We decided she had flown in from
Australia.
Thankfully for this report Ken Limb once again supplied a list of sightings he and our other expert
ornithologists had noted during the visit, and as the Bird Fair offers such a wide variety of options Martin
Mere would seem to be a popular choice for some years to come.
Birds
Common Pochard
Robin
Tufted Duck
Blackbird
Little Grebe
Goldeneye
Blue Tit
Great Cormorant
Ruddy Duck
Great Tit
Grey Heron
Common Buzzard
Magpie
Mute Swan
Carrion Crow
Common Pheasant
Whooper Swan
Moorhen
Starling
Pink-footed Goose
Common Coot
House Sparrow
Greylag Goose
Oystercatcher
Tree Sparrow
Canada Goose
Northern Lapwing
Chaffinch
Barnacle Goose
Greenfinch
Ruff
Red-breasted Goose
Reed Bunting
Redshank
Common Shelduck
Black Headed Gull
Eurasian Wigeon
Wood Pigeon
Gadwall
Collared Dove
Common Teal
Grey Wagtail
Green-winged Teal
Wren
Mallard
Hedge Accentor
Northern Pintail
(Dunnock)
Shoveler
Margaret Hutchinson

MICROSCOPE GROUP
The group held six meetings during the winter starting with Micro Miscellanea
which included examining seeds and their cases, feathers, a bumble bee, a
butterfly wing, lentils, sugar and salt - a revelation of the pattern and detail in
common items.
An Evening on Ferns with Barry Wright from Leeds Microscopical Society
gave the opportunity to make slides from fem spores. We were guided along a
"production line" through the coating of glass slides with glycerine to make a
sticky surface, addition of spores, mixing with reagent and then a drop of Canada
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balsam to attach a cover-slip and, finally, sealing the cover-slip on a ringing table. From the slides it was
possible to spot the different fem species and to distinguish them from hybrids which have a mixture of
spore types.
Owl Pellet Dissection was again a popular session, something of a lucky dip, yielding fur, vegetable
fibres, assorted bones and sometimes skulls. Nevil Bowland brought some of his prepared skeletons and
helped with identification.
At the November meeting John Hobson demonstrated different types of stereo and compound
microscopes, their illumination and appropriate specimen preparation. Slides of mouse brain and horsetails
made by slicing into thin sections and staining to reveal their composition at cellular level were provided.
The year ended with Microscopy of Timbers led by John Cumberland with some of his large collection of
different woods. John had boiled some timbers which enabled us to cut them into sections and distinguish
between timbers by their microscopic structures.
Thanks to all those who have led meetings and to John Hobson for running the group. Everyone is
welcome to join in. If you don't have a microscope it doesn't matter as there are some which may be
borrowed from the Society, and help is always at hand to get you started.
Heather Burrow

WINTER WALKS
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Once again the Winter walks have been their usual success with our little intrepid band stepping out in fine
fettle.
On January 1i11 we set off over the moors from Middleton and made our way to Wards End and eventually
dropped down Nesfield Dene where in the woodland a covey of noisy Jays bade us welcome. Later, after
negotiating Low and High Austby, we took a look at a curious lump of timber in Myddleton Calvary
courtesy ofLorelie Fox. From there we returned to our cars tired but cheerful after a super day's walk.
February filldyke found us up on the moors above Bolton Priory where we noticed a piece of Bog Oak, and
enjoyed the antics of a cock grouse that didn't seem to mind us at all. Clear views were had all around of the
wonderful wild moors and of Beamsley Beacon or Howber Hill as it is marked upon old maps.
In March we were trolling Stainburn and Riffa Woods and, as we wandered around the area, the sharp eyed
Alreds drew our attention to some badger poo, and then in Riffa Woods, a specimen of fox poo. We made
our way down to the river where a few Mallard vied for our attention and that was the end of that escapade.
On Oct 5th we decided to do that delightful old chestnut, the Mosaic Walk. This is a gem of a trail and it is
interesting to find each mosaic as we go along this heavenly parade which is a right good mixture of
:Moorland Woodland and Pasture. One of the delights of this preamble is to bump into the Stickman which
'e did. As usual he was in fine fettle and his sticks as marvellous as ever. What a craftsman. After he had
regaled us with the latest tittle-tattle we went merrily on our way.
Dec 7th found our happy band in Timble and we wandered over the moor hoping to find Stonechat but we
:ere unsuccessful. However, on entering the woods we did spot and hear a pair of Goldcrest, and later on a
ock ofFieldfare was sighted.
:Moving into 2004, February 1st found us wandering from Burton Leonard down to the junction of the river
-re with the Ripon Canal at Ox-Close. On the way down it was Lorelie Fox's turn to be observant in
~ tting a Greater Spotted Woodpecker in a nearby tree. Later we marvelled at a garden full of Aconites and
wdrops and a wonderful piece of topiary. Down by Ox-close we had to go canny because the Ure had
its banks, but undaunted we had our lunch here and spotted large flocks of Canada and Pink Footed
e, Greylags, and a Mute Swan sailing majestically upon the swollen waters plus a mysterious encounter
a Loch Ness Monster? Largely thanks to Lorelie's Canadian backwoods training we were able to make
j ourney along the swollen river dry-footed, scrambling through undergrowth and across a flooded beck
- a precarious fallen log, as we gradually found our way back to Burton Leonard and the haven of our cars.
On the return journey we had a pit stop at Daleside Nurseries where Lorelie and Sarah looked at the plants
offer, and I helped myself to a coconut stuffed with birdie treats.
~ e next walk is in April 2004 when we shall be tackling the giddy heights of Addlebrough in search of
erwort and geology. See you there. Your old mate Chris Hartley.
Chris Hartley

ida
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OBITUARIES

C. Gordon Booth - past President of the Wharfedale Naturalists The death of C. Gordon Booth
(Member of the British Ornithological Union) at the age of 97 has been announced. He was a former
President of the Wharfedale Naturalists Society.
Mr Booth and family moved to Ilkley from Sherbum-in-Elmet, and he joined the Society in 1953. He
served on the Committee the following year, then was Vice-President for three years and President form
1957-59.
An expert and enthusiastic ornithologist, Mr. Booth took part in the Bird Recording and studies of the
Society, including Bird Ringing, for which he held a Ringer's Licence of the British Trust for Ornithology.
He was especially interested in Wildfowl and also Sand Martins nesting in the banks of the Wharfe.
On his retirement, Gordon and his wife, Phyllis, moved to Islay where he founded the Museum of Islay
Life. Later they went to live in Comrie, Perthshire.
During his Presidency Gordon arranged a Natural History exhibition for the general public, the first one the
Wharfedale Naturalists had organised. Those members who knew him can look back with gratitude for the
way he promoted the Society in those early days. (JED)
We are also sorry to record the deaths during 2003 of the following members:
Mr. Norman Driver, a member since 1977, died last July, aged 97.
Mr. M Hobbs who joined the WNS in 1986 and regularly attended our meetings.

BOOK REVIEW

Collins Ramblers ' Guide - Yorkshire Dales by David Leather (Harper Collins, 2003)
David Leather is well known to WNS members as our Publications Officer
and Geology Recorder. Most of us are also familiar with his popular series
of books of Yorkshire Dales Walks published by Smith Settle. This
handsome new book, includes some old favourites but also a wealth of new
material - 30 walks ranging geographically from Wharfedale to Smardale.
Part of the Collins Ramblers' Guide series and endorsed by the Ramblers'
Association, who tried out all the routes, it should bring David' s special
blend of geology, natural and local history to a yet wider public.
As David points out, "The landscape depends on the rocks beneath" and,
in his introduction, he gives us a comprehensive survey of the history of the
area starting with its geology and showing how this has given rise to its
special ecology and how, in recent historical times, both the landscape and
the ecology have been affected by the activities of man.
The format of the book makes it very convenient to use. The walks vary in
length from 7.2km to 22.5km and are placed on a 4 point scale of difficulty, and this information together
with other useful advice on maps, parking, public transport, terrain and refreshment, is printed in a framed
box at the beginning of each section. But this is not just a book of pleasant hikes. The reader is also given an
indication of points of interest to look out for, including the flora and fauna to be seen at different times of
the year. The book is attractively illustrated with David' s own photographs of scenery, geological features,
plants and animals. It's a celebration of our area - and an irresistible invitation to get your boots on, your
binoculars at the ready, and set off.
Jenny Dixon
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RECORDS FOR 2003
THE WEATHER IN 2003
The Meteorological Year in Figures
Month (Dec'02November '03)
December
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
Totals

Mean monthly
temp °C
3.4
4.7
3.3
7.2
9.9
12.5
16.9
16.6
17.8
13.7
9.0
7.1

Precipitation mm
63.9
49.4
27.5
52.6
50.1
95.3
34.9
127.4
51.4
42.5
43.5
73.8
712.3

Days of air frost
(=< 0 °C)
11
6
14
7
4
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
45

Raindays
(=>lmm)
unavailable
14
3
6
8
19
7
11
4
7
8
16
103

The Meteorological Year in Brief
•
•

•

Mean spring and summer temperatures exceeded long term seasonal mean temperatures ( 1961-90
station averages for Bradford) by 2.36 °C and 1.95 °C respectively.
Mean autumn and winter temperatures also exceeded long term seasonal mean temperatures, though
in both seasons the deviation from the average was less marked than for spring and summer (0.32 °C
and 1.15 °C respectively).
For all seasons precipitation fell short of long term average figures, the total for the meteorological
year being 712.25mm, 160.75 mm less than the annual average calculated for Bradford.

anuary saw the inception of a new weather station site on Bolling Road Ilkley, so caution must be exercised
en comparing this year's data with previous records for Ilkley. However, in general temperature data for
3olton Abbey for most of this year compare closely with the Ilkley data, suggesting that the new station is
le to provide a reasonable indication of the weather experienced over the wider area. The most significant
erature differences between the two stations are those for the individual months of June, August,
ember and October \\here the mean temperatures for Ilkley exceed those for Bolton Abbey by a
:=laX.imum of+ 1.73 °C. Seasonal averages for the two stations differ less than the data for individual months,
for Ilkley being 0.4-1.1 °C greater than those for Bolton Abbey. The temperature differences are likely
be the result of local site conditions, neither site being fully compliant with official Met Office site
· cations. Surprising, to me at least, are the marked differences between the mean monthly precipitation
s for the two stations. These differences are inconsistent, the totals being greater for Ilkley in some
~.......,_..., and greater for Bolton Abbey in others. (This contrasts with the temperature data, \\here if there is a
cant difference it is Ilkley that records the highest temperatures). I assume that the differences in
itation really do reflect differences in the microclimate of the wider region and are not the result of
uate equipment or operator error!
Seasonal Reports
Winter: December 2002, January and February 2003. Temperatures for December and February
o::r:~rre closely with long term average figures, December being only marginally colder than average and
- :roary being almost perfectly average(!). January however was warmer than usual, anticyclonic conditions
low day-time temperatures of around 1-5 °C, and sub-zero night-time temperatures being confined to
5rst week and a half of the year, and being more than compensated for by a period of very mild
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temperatures (10-11 °C) at the end of the month. (Temperatures reported by the Met Office for Aviemore,
Cairngorms, achieve a comfortable 18 °C over this time period). Air frost was recorded on a total of 31 days
over the season, with only 6 of these days occurring in January. In terms of precipitation the winter was
markedly drier than normal, and when the seasonal total is compared with the long-term average the deficit
amounts to 103.2mm. February accounted for nearly half of this short-fall and gave eight fewer raindays than
normal. Snow fell only on two days, December the 2°d and February the 4th, though snow from the latter fall
lay for 3-4 days, melting away only slowly under maximum day-time temperatures of 3-4 °C.
2. Spring: March, April and May 2003 Spring temperatures were warmer than average, each monthly
average exceeding the long-term average by a little over 2 °C. Air frost was reported on a total of 11 days,
the last frost of the season occurring on April 12th. On the basis of precipitation data the season can be
divided into two, March and April being drier than normal, whilst a significantly wetter than average May
very nearly succeeded in erasing the deficit accrued in the earlier part of the season.
3. Summer: June, July and August 2003 Mean monthly temperatures were consistently higher than
average, and although July was wetter than normal, both in terms of total rainfall and number of raindays, the
season overall was dry. A notable event was the storm of August 11th, a total of 43.5mm (85% of the
monthly total) being recorded for that twenty-four hour period. Short-period rainfall intensities, as many of
us will have had cause to notice, far exceeded the infiltration capacity of our urban drainage system, resulting
in widespread flash-flooding in low-lying areas of Ilkley. The highest temperature recorded over the season
was 32 °C, this being reached on the 10th of August, and being the culmination of a week of high
temperatures that eventually ended in the heavy convectional rainstorms of the 11th.
4. Autumn: September, October and November September and November were slightly warmer than
average, whilst October was fractionally colder, the high daytime temperatures recorded for the anticyclonic
conditions that dominated this month being more than offset by the accompanying low night-time
temperatures which arose due to a lack of insulating cloud cover. The first frost of the autumn however was
not recorded until November, when minimum temperatures fell below zero (-1 to -3 °C) for three consecutive
nights. The frost of the 24th was the hardest and gave rise to a widespread ground frost that lingered all day
on some north facing slopes and hollows. In keeping with the rest of the meteorological year autumn was
dry, having 74.25mm ofrainfall and 5.4 raindays less than average. Of the three autumn months November
was the most 'normal', with the smallest precipitation deficit and actually 2 more raindays than average.
Thanks to Abbie Nixon and Richard Bly for cheerfully and dutifully recording the weather during my
absences.
Julie Tight
Summary graphs

Average monthly temperatures
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BOTANY
--\fter a wet winter, 2003 gave us a lovely summer with many warm, sunny days and dry spells. Ibis seemed
suit some of our plants very well, though no doubt others would have benefited from more rain. However,
:hanks to the hot dry summer weather, we enjoyed wonderful and long-lasting autumn tints on our deciduous
:rees, commented on by many.
SPE CIAL RECORDS
1arsh Violet (Viola palustris) - at Swinsty. (DS)
- oothwort (Lathraea squamaria) - at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits. Not recorded here since 1990. (DH)
- pring Sandwort (Minuartia vema)- a flowering patch was recorded in Grass Wood by Martin Hanson
(UWFS). This has not been recorded by WNS since JED's 1976 list, so it is a good find.
~ ly-purple Orchid (Orchis mascula) - flowering on the edge of Grass Wood, on the Grassington side.
There were 12 spikes, with 2 white ones. Plants have not been seen in this site for some years. (AMG)
fueater Butterfly-orchid (Platanthera chlorantha) - good number of spikes in fields in the upper dale. (AT)
3
Sow-thistle (Cicerbita macrophylla) - a new record for this in Draughton Lane, leading east (HMB)
3ee Orchid (Ophrys apifera)-produced 9 flowerheads at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits (DH)
· kly Lettuce (Lactuca serriola) - one plant was found by JED in a crack between the wall and footpath at
Ilkley Health Centre. To be sure of its identification, ripe fruits were needed. Unfortunately, someone
-eeded the plant out, but JED managed to find the corpse, dried but intact, a couple of days later. Its
identification was verified by Geoff Wilmore of Bradford Botany Group, \\fuo commented that it is now
spreading north of the Humber, as is its relative, L. virosa. The plant is also called the Compass Plant.
Our specimen had twisted its leaf-blades into a vertical plane, and they were nicely lined up on the axis of
magnetic north I south.
::eat Lettuce (L. virosa).
7:.0URISHING PLANTS THIS YEAR
~
profusion of Cuckoo flower (Cardamine pratensis) - a result of the wet winter? (HMB)
.:ass flowering of Water-violet (Hottonia palustris) at Burley Old Tip Field in the lagoon. (MHA, HMB)
~ stands of Herb-Paris (Paris quadrifolia) in Grass Wood. This seems to have benefited from the
:::inning of the canopy. (HMB)
inl's-eye Primrose (Primulafarinosa) - very good flowering in Bastow Wood, also in small patches in wet
~
es in Dowber Gill, and Wilson's field, Skirethoms. (AMG, JP, DH)
-- llow Star-of-Bethlehem (Gagea lutea) - produced over 100 flowerheads at Old Bridge, Ilkley site (DH)
eed (Ambrosia artemisiifolia) - in the same Menston garden as last year. This year there were more
than ever! (AMG)
.a:nmon Dog-violet (Viola riviniana) - produced many flowering clumps on the banks in Lower Grass
ocxl (DH)
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Common Cottongrass (Eriophorum angustifolium) and Hare' s-tail Cottongrass (E. vaginatum) - provided a
splendid sight in Ilkley Moor ( downhill and north from Badger Stone) in June, with spectacular patches of
white flowerheads. (ML &ADL)
Broad-leaved Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine) - had a successful year, with 7 spikes growing at Swinsty,
by the wheelchair- users' path (OM). This is a good find for this eastern part of our area. Ilkley Westwood
Drive produced 20 spikes (the first time that M & ADL had seen it in this site). Also DH recorded flowering
spikes by the moor path next to Craiglands, Ilkley, and in the garden.
Other good orchid flowerings were at Middleton Hospital site, where large numbers of Common Spottedorchids (Dactylorchis fachsii) were accompanied by Common Bird' s-foot-trefoil (Lotus corniculatus),
Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra ) and Fox-and-cubs (Pilosella aurantiaca). This last was first
recorded here in 2002 , so doing well.
BOTANY SECTION OUTINGS

Weeton and Gallowgate Lane to Rougemont Wood, 8th May (HMB & RJB)
Six people set off from Weeton on a cool breezy morning and turned to walk along Gallowgate Lane. The
hedge of basically Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) contains a number of other species, including Crab
Apple (Malus sylvestris), Field Maple (Acer campestre), Elder (Sambucus nigra) and Willow (Salix sp).
Scramblers taking advantage of the hedge were Ivy (Hedera helix), Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.),
Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum)and non-woody Cleavers (Galium aparine) and Black Bryony (Tamus
communis).
Taller flowers in the hedgerow were Jack-by-the-hedge (Alliaria petiolata), Hogweed (Heracleum
sphondylium), Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) and Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum). Colour was
added by Bluebells (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Dandelions (Taraxacum officinale), Water Avens (Geum
rivale), Cuckoo flower, as well as Creeping Forget-me-not (Myosotis secunda), Greater Stitchwort (Stellaria
holostea) and Meadow and Creeping Buttercups (Ranunculus acris & R. repens).
Nearer the wood were 2 plants of Meadow Cranesbill (Geranium pratense), also Red Campion (Silene
dioica), Hedge Woundwort (Stachys sylvatica), Lesser Burdock (Arctium minus), Meadowsweet
(Filipendula ulmaria) and Sweet Cicely (Myrrhis odorata).
Inside Rougemont Wood there were patches of Enchanter's-nightshade (Circaea lutetiana) and Ramsons
(Allium ursinum). Leopard' s-bane (Doronicum pardalianches) had a few flowers to show, and Large Bittercress (Cardamine amara), with its violet anthers. It is also a good place to see our two species of Figwort
near to each other - Water Figwort (Scrophularia auriculata) with winged
stems, and Common Figwort (S. nodosa), whose stems are not winged.
The fems found were Male-fem (Dryopteris filix-mas), Lady-fem
(Athyrium filix-femina) and Broad Buckler- (Dryopteris dilatata). False
Brome-grass (Brachypodium sylvaticum) was found, as was Himalayan
Balsam (Impatiens glandulife ra).
After a picnic in the field between the wood and the river, the group
walked back towards Weeton along the other leg of Gallowgate Lane.
Four speedwells were added to the list here: Ivy-leaved (Veronica
hederifolia), Germander (V. chamaedrys), Thyme-leaved (V. serpyllifolia)
and Wood ( V. montana).
Hop (Humulus lupulus) was climbing in the
hedge, and in the hedgebank were Winter-cress (Barbarea vulgaris),
Nipplewort (Lapsana communis), Wood Avens (Geum urbanum) and
Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus). In all, over 90 species were listed.
Lainger and Bordley, 5th June (HMB & RJB)
This walk followed the path of Lainger Beck westwards, then turned north after Low Lainger to follow the
path of Bordley Beck to Bordley Hall, keeping to the path on the west side of the beck. Most of the
recording was by Lainger Beck.
The w et acid grassland provided a good chance to look at sedges and rushes. Among the sedges were
Yellow-sedge (Carex viridula ssp oedocarpa), Carnation Sedge (C. panicea) and Glaucous Sedge (C.
jlacca). There were tufts of bristly Mat- grass (Nardus stricta) and ofDeergrass (Trichophorum caespitosum)
Field Wood-rush (Luzula campestris) was in the drier spots. Tormentil (Potentilla erecta) and Bilberry
(Vaccinium myrtillus) pointed to the acid nature of the ground, as did the attractive little lichen Pixie
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Cups (Cladonia sp), Heath Bedstraw (Galium saxatile) and Heath Milkwort (Polygala serpyllifolia).
Moving upstream, grasses in flower included Crested Dog's-tail (Cynosurus cristatus), Sweet Vemal(Anthoxanthum odoratum) and Cock's-foot (Dactylis glomerata). Crosswort (Cruciata laevipes), Red and
Zigzag Clovers (Trifolium pratense & T. medium) and Common Bird's-foot-trefoil were in flower among the
grasses.
Reinforced by lunch, the party then found some Common Twayblades (Listera ovata) and Common
Spotted-orchids. Bushes of Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and Hawthorn (in flower) provided some shade for
Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum) and Foxgloves (Digitalis purpurea). Shining Crane's-bill (Geranium
lucidum) was found in a wall, and Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosella) nearby. Black Medick (Medicago
lupulina) and Hop Trefoil (Trifolium campestre) were both found in the pasture, also Fairy Flax (Linum
catharticum), Thyme-leaved Speedwell and Common Bistort (Persicaria bistorta).

Hawkswick Clowder and Kilnsey Park, 26th June (HMB & RJB)
This was a lovely sunny day, and a good-sized group of people turned out. Upstream from Kilnsey,
Melancholy Thistles ( Cirsium heterophyllum) were in flower at the roadside. The first part of the day was a
visit to Hawkswick Clowder, by kind permission of Roy Nelson. The party was met by a profusion of
Common Rock-roses (Helianthemum nummularium) and orchids, among which were Common Spotted,
Heath Spotted (D. maculata) and Fragrant Orchid (Gymnadenia conopsea), and a fine spike of Marsh
Helleborine (Epipactis palustris).
Walking uphill among the limestone outcrops, 90 different species were recorded. Wet flushes had Bird'seye Primrose, Marsh Arrowgrass (Triglochin palustris), male Marsh Valerian (Valeriano dioica) and Black
Bog-rush (Schoenus nigricans). In drier turf were Mouse-ear Hawkweed (Pilosella officinarum), Eyebright
(Euphrasia officinalis agg), Salad Burnet (Sanguisorba minor) and Great Burnet (S. officinalis), also
Primroses (Primula vulgaris) and Cowslips (P. veris). The limestone grikes made a safe refuge for several
fems, namely Maidenhair Spleenwort (Asplenium trichomanes) and Green Spleenwort (A. viride), Brittle
Bladder-fem (Cystopteris .fragilis) and Hart's-tongue fem (Phyllitis scolopendrium), while Wall-rue
(Asplenium ruta-muraria) grew nearer the tops.
Then the group moved on to Kilnsey SSSI, on the Kilnsey Park site. This lovely wet flush meadow has a
rich flora and (even better!) these have been listed and labelled by two members of the UWFS (CB & MH).
This small area has a list of 151 species, including many typical of the limestone dale, for example Primrose,
Bird's-eye Primrose, Wild Marjoram (Origanum vulgare), Common Rock-rose and 9 species of orchid. It is
also a good place to see Saw-wort (Serratula tinctoria).
There are shrubs and small trees in the meadow, particularly near the main flush, where Hazel ( Cory/us
avellana), Goat Willow (Salix caprea) and Wild Raspberry (Rubus idaeus) are growing. Wetter parts have
Marsh Horsetail (Equisetum palustre), Grass-of-Parnassus (Parnassia palustris), Common Butterwort
(Pinguicula vulgaris), Watercress ( Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum) and Marsh Arrowgrass.
Seven sedges have been listed here, including Tavvny (Carex hostiana), Flea (C. pulicaria) and Longstalked Yellow-sedge (C. viridula ssp. brachyrrhyncha).
Blue Moorgrass (Sesleria caerulea), Small Scabious (Scabiosa columbaria), Burnet Saxifrage (Pimpinella
saxifraga), Crested Hair-grass (Koeleria macrantha) and Quaking -grass (Briza media) are just a few of the
meadow plants in the drier grassy areas. The orchids were looking splendid on our visit, with many
flowering Fragrant Orchids, and three Marsh-orchids - Early (Dactylorhisa incarnata), Northern (D.
purpurella) and Narrow-leaved (D. traunsteineri).
Cosh and Foxup Beck, 17th July (HMB)
This proved to be a very fruitful day, although the start was wet, and the group small. Over 130 species were
listed. The walk began by following the path by Cosh Beck upstream to Cosh. Near the beck were
Butterbur (Petasites hybridus), Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga), Meadowsweet, Sweet Cicely, Marshmarigold (Caltha palustris), Meadow Crane's-bill, Marsh Willowherb (Epilobium palustre) and Floating
Sweet-grass (Glyceria jluitans).
A highlight was a colourful hybrid Monkeyflower ( ?Mimulus x robertsii), with deep-red edges to the
petals, and nearer to Blood-drop-emlets (M luteus).
A long list of meadow and wayside flowers was made through the lime-rich part of the walk. Towards
Cosh, the change in soil-type was indicated by the appearance of Heather (Calluna vulgaris), Mat-grass,
Heath Bedstraw and Toad Rush (Juncus bufonius)
By the footpath from Cosh to Upper Foxup, a fme clump of Giant Bellflower (Campanula latifolia)
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v.as seen in the v.'all comer, near the stile. Sneezewort (Achillea ptarmica) and Hoary Plantain (Plantago
media) were noticed.
At Foxup the access area is on the north-facing steepish side of the beck.
Various flushes emerge duwn the hillside, and there are out-cropping limestone rocks. Two of the limestone
fems, Brittle Bladder-fem and Green Spleenwort were found as well as Lesser Clubmoss (Selaginella
selaginoides). The remains of many spikes of Bird's-eye Primrose could be seen, and the promise of many
Grass-of-Parnassus flowers, still in tight round buds.
On the opposite side of the valley, a large area of tall spikes of an agrimony could be seen, probably
hundreds among Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum). This patch had been checked by PPA and JH in 1999, and
recorded as Fragrant Agrimony (Agrimonia procera).

Fewston Reservoir, July 241h (OM & DM)
The party walked from the dam end of the reservoir through woodland with tall grasses, down to the
reservoir side. Here Skullcap (Scutellaria galericulata), Marsh Yellow-cress (Rorippa palustris), Pale
Persicaria (Persicaria lapathifolia), Sand Spurrey (Spergularia rubra), Water Purslane (Lythrum portula)
and Shoreweed (Littorella uniflora) were found, with a variety of sedges and rushes. Thread Rush (Juncus
filiformis) and Common Spike-rush (Eleocharis palustris) were not seen, but had been found by 1\1HA on a
visit in June.
After crossing Thackray Beck, a prolific wet area was reached, with Zigzag Clover, Common Valerian
(Valeriana officinalis) and Betony (Stachys officinalis). The lunch stop was at a healthy headland, with
some Scots Pines (Pinus sylvestris) nearby, with flowering Harebells (Campanula rotundifolia) and Devil' sbit Scabious (Succisa pratensis). Under the pine trees there was a very large (and growing) colony of
Common Cow-wheat (Melampyrum pratense).
The group then moved down onto the shore, to continue walking towards Blubberhouses. The water level
was very low after the dry weather, but vegetation growth had occurred surprisingly quickly. Growing and
flowering were Whorled Mint (Mentha x verticillata), Trifid Bur-marigold (Bidens tripartita), Water-pepper
(Persicaria hydropiper), Pale Persicaria, Marsh Speedwell (Veronica scutellata), Water Purslane, Lesser
Spearwort (Ranunculusjlammula) and Marsh Pennywort (Hydrocotyle vulgaris).
A little higher, among some willows, a good plant of Marsh Cinquefoil (Potentilla palustris) was found,
with its flowering stems covering quite a large patch. Twayblades and Sneezewort were growing near the
path.
Walking back to the cars, large patches of flowering Rosebay Willowherb ( Chamerion angustifolium) and
Foxgloves provided colour, Honeysuckle gave scent, and wild Raspberries offered food!
A NATIONAL SURVEY
In 2002 Plantlife ran a County Flowers Project, in which thousands of people voted the bluebell as their
favourite wild flower, leading Plantlife to propose it as the UK's national flower. In Wharfedale, we are
lucky to be able to see bluebells carpeting our local woods.
In 2003, the BSBI and Plantlife organised and ran a national survey (supported by the Heritage Lottery
Fund) to learn more about the status of our native Bluebell, Hyacinthoides non-scriptus. It is threatened in
many parts of the country by climate change, habitat loss, unsustainable collection and also by competition
and hybridisation with the Spanish Bluebell (H hispanica).
Sixteen WNS members signed up to help with the survey, and on a wet May evening a rather damp group
met in Middleton Woods. The group ran through the survey technique, which involved recording bluebell
density in 3 sites of the same size. Then we had to check the differences between the two species, so that
each person could complete his or her survey card. We await the analysis of our findings in 2004 !
LOCAL SURVEYS
Dale Head, Bolton Abbey Estate - 16th June (AMG, AT)
Roy Lingard, Head Forester of the Bolton Abbey Estate, asked us to continue with the survey of this large
area of land, started in 2002. It is intended to make changes in the land use of the area, and the Estate is keen
to know what is there now, so that any areas of interest, or uncommon plants can be left unharmed by any
changes. This year the party went to a different part of Dale Head, and walked uphill along a track, to where
it opened out from woodland onto rough grassland, with boggy patches, and with areas of bracken and gorse.
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,ztago

The trees included Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanust Rav.
Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Beech (Fagus sylvanca
Pine, Alder (A/nus glutinosa), European Larch (Lari:c ~ith:.ra
Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) and Holly (Rex aquifolizon).
found were Gorse (Ulex europaeus) and undershrubs Heather
Bilberry. Apart from Bracken, Male-fem, Broad Buckler-fem and
Hard-fem (Blechnum spicant) were present.
The flowering herbs included several rushes and sedges, as "
as Thyme-leaved Speedwell and Heath Speedwell (Vero11ica
officinalis), Mouse-ear Hawkweed, Tormentil and Sheep' s orrel
(Rumex acetosella), all typical of acid grassland.
One quite wet boggy area up on the hillside, 'Northern Copse' .
was interesting in producing a different group of plants. These
were: Bog Stitchwort (Stellaria uliginosa), Lemon-scented Fern
(Oreopteris limbosperma), Marsh Violet (Viola p alustris),
Common Cottongrass, Lady-fem, Star Sedge (Carex echinata) and
Yellow Sedge. In all 73 species were recorded.
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Bolton Abbey Railway site (AT)
Three visits were made to the site during the year - on 7th May, 11th July and 19th September. These w-ere
organised so that each of the seven sub-areas was visited at least once in the year. This survey is now in its
sixth year, and over 260 species are on record. Six new species were added in 2003, namely Carnation
Sedge (Carex panicea), Perforate St John' s-wort (Hypericum perjoratum), Three-nerved Sandwurt
_1vfoehringia trinervia), Common Bistort, False Ox.lip (Primula x poly antha) and Japanese Rose (Rosa
rogosa).
Pete Walker continues to manage this attractive and interesting site in a sympathetic way, and we are
grateful to the owners, the Yorkshire Dales Railway Museum Trust, for giving us the chance to visit it.
Burley Old Tip Field (FCD)
A plant first noticed in 2002 flowered this year, and revealed its identity as Stinking Iris (Iris foetidissima
named for its "sweetly acrid" smell, reputedly "like 'high' mediaeval meat" ! Two other new records for the
site were Marsh Bedstraw (Galium palustre) and the alien Houttuynia cordata. This latter plant comes from
E. Asia, and can spread rapidly in damp shady places.
trid Woods - a WNS Walk (HMB)
An evening walk on 6th May provided a good range of late spring flowers. These included Wood Sorrel
Goldilocks (Ranunculus auricomus), Marsh-marigold, Toothwort, Water Avens and Sanicle (Sanicula
europaea) (in tight bud). A Bird Cherry tree (Prunus avium) could be seen in flower, and a patch of 18 - 20
~ Ian.ts of Herb Paris were found in a cleared area between the path and the river.
Otley Gallows fill Nature Reserve

(HMB, OM)

-:bis site to the east of Otley, near the cemetery between the A659 and the river, belongs to Otley Council,

d has had a varied history. In earlier times it belonged to Leeds City Council, who used it as a training area
work with unemployed people. It has also been a sewage works, belonging to Yorkshire Water. In 1996.
oluntary management group called The Friends of Gallows Hill N.R. came into being. Its aim is to
:naintain the site for its amenity value, with members working there once a month. Trees have been planted.
wild flowers. A few Friends still work on the site, with some help from the council. The grass is cut
zbout three times a year, and fences and paths are kept in as good repair as possible. One Friend, Peter
3rewster, asked through Douglas Middleton, ifWNS could help by undertaking a survey of the plants at the
· . Foxes, deer and badgers visit it, as well as small mammals. It is also a good place for bird-watching.
The site was visited on 29th July. Despite the long grass, an interesting collection of plants was found.
Among the trees, Willow (Salix sp), Hazel , Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Hawthorn, Gorse, Rowan and
_-cam.ore were not surprising. However, there was quite a lot of Guelder Rose ( Viburnum op ulus).
- wherry (Sy mphoricarpos albus) and a hybrid Oak (Quercus x rosacea), which are probably survivors
the time of tree-planting.
Among the smaller plants, a good range of meadow plants was found, including Meadowsweet, Meadow
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Crane's-bill, Common Vetch (Vicia sativa), Welted Thistle (Carduus crispus), Ox-eye Daisy
(Leucanthemum vulgare), Lords-and-Ladies (Arum maculatum ), Red Campion and White Campion (Silene
latifolia), Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria), Herb Robert, Red and White Clovers and Wild Carrot (Daucus
carota). A new record for the Wharfedale area was Small-flowered Crane's-bill (Geranium pusillum). This
is possibly one of the planted wildflowers.
Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve (AB, JP, AT)
As a result of a number of visits through the year, 6 new species were added to the list of plants inside the
reserve. These were Red Clover, Scarlet Pimpernel (Anagallis arvensis), Great Bindweed (Calystegia
sylvatica), Marsh Willowherb, Scentless Mayweed (Tripleurospermum inodorum) and Field Woodrush. This
brings the total species list to date to 149 (a challenge for 2004 !).
Three plants were also added to the riverside list, namely Bearded Couch (Elymus canina), Daffodil
(Narcissus sp) and Common Dog-violet.
Addingham, Silsden Road Old Tip (RMB)
This old tip site has now been levelled. Some soil has been brought in, and wildflower seeds have been
planted. A visit on 23rd October found a good number of plants typical of rough grassland - Spear Thistle
(Cirsium vulgare), Creeping Thistle (C. arvense) and Prickly Sow-thistle (Sonchus asper), Creeping
Buttercup (Ranunculus repens), Pineapple Weed (Matricaria discoidea), Nettle (Urtica dioica), Broadleaved Plantain (Plantago major) and Ribwort Plantain (P. lanceolata).
Other plants may have come from the seed sown e.g. Great Mullein (Verbascum thapsus), Musk Mallow
(Malva moschata), Wild Carrot and Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor). A new record for us is Smooth Catsear
(Hypochaeris glabra), a plant of sandy grassy places. It will be interesting to see what survives here into the
future.

OTHERJ\1ISCELLANEOUSRECORDS
Two aberrant forms of Perennial Rye-grass (Lolium perenne) were
reported growing by the bridleway from West Hall to Beamsley by AG.
In one, a crested form, the spikelets were crowded together on the main
axis, through failure of the main axis to elongate. In the other, the central
axes of the spikelets failed to elongate, leaving each spikelet no longer
than its glume (6- 7 mm).
Lesser Celandines (Ranunculus .ficaria) - many in flower on 8 Feb, Sun
Lane, Burley-in-Wharfedale. (FCD)
Winter Heliotrope (Petasites jragrans) - flowers emerging on 12 Feb,
below Old Bridge, Ilkley (ED)
Bluebell- in flower at Lindley Green on March 25. (DA)
Toothwort in Strid Wood, near Cavendish Pavilion, at same site as last
year, and starting into flower on April 11. (JP)
Mountain Pansy (Viola lutea) - at Yarnbury. Specimen had blue-violet
standards. (MHA)
Alternate-leaved Golden-saxifrage- near gate into Westy Bank Wood. Last recorded from here in 1999. (JD)
Few-flowered Leek (Allium paradoxum) - at Dibble' s Bridge, and upstream ofllkley Old Bridge.(MHA, DH),
Herb Paris in Strid Woods, upriver from the Cavendish Pavilion, on the west bank. (HMB)
In Dowber Gill, going up towards Providence Pot, Cowslips, Bluebells, Early-purple Orchids and Primroses
made a good show in mid-May. (JP)
Common Spotted-orchid (Dactylorhizafuchsii var rhodochila)- 1 excellent flowerhead at Stainbum Forest I
Lindley, on the edge of the track. (JMC, AMG)
Dusky Crane' s-bill (Geranium phaeum) found by footpath to Gill Bank, Otley, (DH)
Small Teasel (Dipsacus pilosus) and Climbing Corydalis (Ceratocapnos claviculata) were found at their
usual sites below Thruscross reservoir. (ML & ADL)
Common Hemp-nettle ( Galeopsis tetrahit) in lane at Menston. (SW)
Blue Sow-thistle again at side of Leeds - Otley road, just beyond the top of Old Pool Bank. (PS)
Melancholy Thistle - at Haw Hill Quarry, near Grassington. (DH)
Purple Toadflax (Linaria purpurea) and Japanese Knotweed (Fallopiajaponica) both occurred at new sites
in Panorama Drive, Ilkley, probably brought in by builders' trucks. (ML/ADL)
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D Storey
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O & D Middleton
S Ward
A Gill
M Midgley (BBG)
UWFS (C Bell &
Clapham
AM Gramshaw
J Powell
M Hartley)
::hank you for all your records and help in various ways. I particularly wish to thank Heather Burrow, v.
helped so much in this "hand-over" year, and also Joyce Hartley and Joan Duncan for their support.
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more, the main fungus season was disappointing with November being perhaps the best month. After
long dry summer a wetter autumn was needed especially for woodland fungi. Common groups such as
ula and Lactarius (Milkcaps) were often absent in woods where these mycorrhizal fungi associated with
:::ees usually flourish.
The nationwide Pink Waxcap Survey, extended by Plantlife, again hit a poor year. A few records of the
er waxcaps on the survey form, Parrot Waxcap (Hygrocybe psittacina) and Blackening Waxcap (H
",zrescens) were contributed by WNS, but only one of Pink Waxcap (Hygrocybe calyptriformis) from
:>arwin Gardens (Ann Bickley) came in, in spite of the recorders revisiting all last year' s sites.
A highlight of 2003 was an early March visit to a private wood
adjacent to Ghyll Royd School, Burley-in-Wharfedale. There were
several clusters of the attractive Scarlet Elfcup (Sarcoscyplui
austriaca) on willow, a usual host. (Les Dewdney det. J Webb).
Although it appears in old records for Bolton Abbey woods, it is
not in the present WNS records.
Volvariella bombycina, another appealing toadstool, was found
on a fallen ash branch near the swing bridge Ilkley (1 st July AB).
An uncommon species, the small yellow Calocybe cerina in
conifer needles, occurred along the ride to Swinsty Hall from the
car park (Sept. det P Andrews). Although in Bramley for VC 64. it
is new to WNS records. Common Earthstar (Geastrum triplex)
was another good find in Middleton Woods. (Nov. AB&JP)
In a poor year, Hebelomas were abundant, Hebeloma candidipes
being new to the Grass Wood list. (UWFS Botany Group 21 Oct)
Skipton Wildlife Watch Group found two fascinating small
toadstools, Lepiota bucknallii with a smell of 'gas-tar' and the redgilled Melanophyllum haematospermum also in Grass Wood. ( L
Oct) It is always fun to foray with this lively group.
It was unfortunately too dry to follow up the study of fimgi
Scarlet Elfcap
associated with Common Rockrose in Bastow Wood in a useful
way but, in addition to Joan Powell' s list for Otley Wetland
e, Ann Bickley is recording Darwin Gardens and Middleton Woods and Anne Riley is compiling the
for Sun Lane Nature Reserve, all valuable additions to local records by those visiting these sites
~
ly.
Harrogate and District Naturalists' Society I WNS Foray Strid Wood, starting from Strid Cottage.
the chosen Wharfedale site for this annual meeting on Sunday 19 October. Again Tom Hering was our
·ent leader and it was good to have some enthusiastic young people and UWFS guests. As last year, three
of Honey Fungus were found:
Armillaria gallica, A. me/lea and A. ostoyae. Two Milkcaps
'us) and one Russula were typical of the poor season, but Macrocystidia cucumis and Macrolepiota
oidea were interesting and the four Puffballs: Lycoperdon molle, L. nigrescens, L. perlatum and L.
· orme. 51 species were recorded; creditable in this second dry year.
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Extra forays ( contributed by Joan Powell) On 7th October, we visited Darwin Gardens for a morning foray,
this being only a small site. In spite of the dry weather, we managed to find 24 different species. After some
rain, later in the month, Ann Bickley found, in addition, seven different species of Waxcap including the
Pink one! This variety of waxcaps indicates that this small area in the centre of Ilkley is good unimproved
grassland, a nationally scarce habitat.
The second midweek foray was to Otley Chevin East on 12th November. The drought was over; fungi
were around but not in great numbers. Altogether we found 34 species, the most interesting being the club
fungus Clavariadelphus (Macrotyphula) .fistulosus: it is easily overlooked growing on fallen twigs in leaf
litter. These were growing in almost exactly the same place as in 2002.
I am very grateful to Joan Powell for her help with events and recording and to P&J Andrews, T F Hering
and J Webb for valuable identifications. Records received from: A Bickley, N&A Bowland, J Dixon, D&R
Howson and A Riley. My apologies for any omissions.
Audrey Gramshaw

AMPHIBIANS
CAUDATA-tailed amphibians
GREAT CRESTED NEWT Triturus cristatus
No records.
PALMATE NEWT Triturus helveticus.
First seen Burley pool 9/2. 17 in Lindley pond 12/3. 21 rescued from pond being filled in Burley. Also
seen in Chevin pond.
SMOOTH NEWT Triturus vulgaris
Reported first from Burley pool 10/2.4 Rescued from pond being filled in Burley.
ALPINE NEWT Triturus alpestris
This newt seems to be spreading in the Burley area.l Pool had a count of 39 and 37 were rescued from the
next doors pool that was being filled in. It now seems to have got as far as Sun Lane
ANURA-tail-less amphibians
COMMON TOAD Bufo bufo.
Reports from Burley, Otley, Barden ,Dob Park, Timble and Askwith. First pair in amplexus Timble
31/3.Spawn by 13/4.Later spawn at Barden, Dob Park& OWNR.
COMMON FROG Rana temporaria
40 Records received. First spawn Burley 5/3, followed quickly with spawn from Stainburn, Hoodstorth,
Thruscross & OWNR. A report of 50 frogs at Harden Gill with another 50 dead round the pool. Reports of
Yellow& Red frogs from Burley and Ilkley. Many froglets below Thruscross early August.

REPTILES.
SOUAMATA-scaly reptiles
ADDER Vipera berus
First seen out of hibernation 2 on 25/2. 3Adders and 7 skins 7/4.Most seen 5 males at Hoodstorth. A
mating pair seen at Hoodstorth 15/4.
SLOW WORM Anguis jragilis
1 Caught with Blue spots in Harden Gill.15/4.1 About a foot long in Grass Wood 6/5, and 1 seen Laund
House Bolton Abbey 29/8.
COMMON LIZARD Lacerta vivipara.
2 seen Westwood Drive Ilkley.
MAMMALS
INSECTIVORES-insect-eaters.
HEDGEHOG Erinaceus europaeus
Seen from mid March to end of September, in most ofWNS area.6 killed on roads, not as many reports as
usual.
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MOLE Talpa europaeus
Mole hills throughout WNS area, especially in wet areas. 2 dead from Middleton and Barden.
COMMON SHREW Sorex araneus
8 Caught in Longworth traps OWNR from April to July.
PYGMY SHREW Sorex minutus
1 Found dead at Timble.
WATER SHREW Neomys fodiens
1 Seen morning and afternoon at Sun Lane on 30/ 11.

CIDROPTERA- bats
BRANDT'S BAT Myotis brandti
6 Caught in Buckden area by P Senior.
DAUBENTONS BAT Myotis daubentoni
Over 100 caught in the upper dale by Paula during her research.
PIPISTRELLE Pipistrellus pygmeus
1 Caught at Buckden Bridge.
PIPISTRELLE Pipistrellus pipistrellus
Seen flying over Menston and Addingham gardens, last seen 10/11.
6 Caught in the upper dale.
LAGOMORPHA- rabbits and hares.
RABBIT Oryctolagus cuniculus
Present in most of WNS area.2 Reports of Black Rabbits from Grass Wood and Timble. Myxomatosis is
fairly widespread.
BROWN HARE Lepus capensis
46 Reports covering most ofWNS area. Two' s and Three' s seen regularly, the most seen 5 at Leathley.
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ODENTIA-rodents
GREY SQUIRREL Sciurus carolinensis
1 Pair in Owl box at OWNR.A lot of damage has been done to Silver Birch by the Squirrel' s stripping bark.
een in most of WNS area.
3ANK VOLE Clethrionomys glariolus
1 Seen all Year in Addingham garden.17 Caught in Longworth Traps OWNR from March to September.
:FIELD VOLE Microtus agrestis
A large population at Sun Lane, 1 caught. I found dead at Timble Ings.
-o oD MOUSE Apodemus sylvaticus
Often seen in gardens usually eating bird seed, Manston, Addingham, Burley, Ilkley and Otley.14 Caught
in Longworth Traps OWNR March to September.
COMMON RAT Rattus norvegicus
1 Dead at roadside Denton.
CARNIVORES-flesh-eaters
FOX Vulpes vulpes
ightings from OWNR, Otley Chevin, Ben Rhydding Pits and Lindley Wood. Fox and cubs at Addingham
d Burley.
STOAT Mustela erminea
4 Seen in emiine. Regular sightings from Beamsley,
Bolton Abbey and Nesfield.1 Spotted swimming in
river at Farnley and 2 seen fighting at WYDRA. The
most seen together 6 at Denton.25 Records received.
WEASEL Mustela nivalis
16 Reports. 3 Seen together OWNR 28/10.Most w-ere
singles from a wide area of WNS area.
POLECAT FERRET Mustelafaro
Two reports from up the Dale, both quite tame, possible
escapes.
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AMERICAN l\1INK Mustela vison
3 Sightings 1 Blubberhouses and 2 at riverside Addingham.1 Adult with 2 juv, OWNR. Scats and prints
along Wharfe and OWNR.
BADGER Me/es meles
Most sets checked in Spring.5 Road deaths. Seen running down road Menston. Small Badger on Panorama
Drive. Bumble Bee and Wasps nest found dug out by Badgers. Signs of Badger all Year in Ilkley garden.
OTTER Lutra lutra
Many spraints early spring and Winter OWNR. lspotted 27/2 OWNR. Two other sigghtings,1 at the Old
Bridge Ilkley 9am on 5/9 andl seen below Yockenthwaite with a fish 9/9.
ARTIODACTYLA-even-toed ungulates
RED DEER Cervus elaphus
Three records. A Stag at Timble Ings 12/4 .A hind on Ben Rhydding Drive, and a Stag OWNR 16/10, He
also left some footprints in the reedbed.
ROE DEER Capreolus capreolus
90 Records. Throughout the Year from all areas,4 and a Kid at Timble.
6 at Sword Point. 4 from Lindley Wood to Lindley Green and 3 at F arnley.
CONTRIBUTORS:
D Alred, M Atkinson, N&A Bowland, 0 Brear, D&H Burrow, J Clapham, JM Dean, L Dewdney, J Dixon,
F C Draper, G Fogitt, A Gramshaw, M Hanson, J&S Hartley, H Jevons, A Jowett, M&D Leather, P&K
Limb, A Powell, S Radcliffe, D L Robinson, P Senior, K Sunderland, G Todd, J Topham, S Ward, P Wild,
G Woolliscroft. Many thanks to all contributors, an even better report this year.

Results of Owl Pellet Anal sis
SPECIES
Lon
Sorex minutus Pygmy shrew
Microtus agrestis Field vole
Apodemus sylvaticus Wood mouse
Rana temporaria Common frog

41
8

55
5
2

2

ellets from Timble In
Sorex minutus Pygmy shrew
Microtus agrestis Field vole
Apodemus sylvaticus Wood mouse
Lon
Sorex minutus Pygmy shrew
Microtus a restis Field vole
Apodemus sylvaticus Wood mouse
Bird

ellets total re items 28
1
1
19
24
5
3

24
3
ellets from Timble In
10

DATE
08/04/03.
08104/03.
08/04/1903
08/04/03.

2110511903
21/0511903
21/0511903

re items 14

2
6
0
0

ellets from Burle
Microtus agrestis Field vole

LT. DENTARY
TOTALS
items 66 from 55 ellets
1
36
55
8
8
2
2

3

10
1
0
re items 4
4

2
10

21/05/1903
21/05/1903
21/05/1903
21/05/1903

4

All these pellets were collected in Spring 2003

Nevil Bowland
BUTTERFLIES
The exceptional summer produced a very special butterfly year. There
were records from February to November, the season lasting 257 days with
butterflies recorded on over 80% of these-210 days. In August butterflies
were recorded every day, and only one day was missed in each of July and
September.
Dark Green Fritillary was noted in three places, which has not previously
occurred since the Society was formed. They were probably all wanderers
from outside our area, but only time will tell. Speckled Wood may have
moved in at last - 17 sightings should surely mean some colonisation.
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There were two new locations for the elusive White-letter Hairstreak, another for Purple Hairstreak.
another for Green Hairstreak, which otherwise had rather a poor year. Small Copper and Common B
thrived, as did many of the widespread residents. The season for Peacock however finished unusually early.
Of the migrants, Clouded Yellow was seen twice, Painted Lady and Red Admiral had perhaps their besiC
_·ears ever, being seen all over our dales. There was a possible sighting of a Brown Argus.
Details of individual species follow.
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_ "B Burley Sun Lane Nature Reserve is referred to as Burley (BSL).
Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve is referred to as Otley (OW).
Ukley, the Middleton Hospital Site is referred to as Rkley (IMH).
The Stainburn Forest/Lindley Moor Wood complex is referred to as SLM All records.from SLM include the
earby verges ofBroad Dubb Road. This year the clear felling ofareas ofwoodland has affected the habitat.
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_ -26 SMALL SKIPPER Thymelicus sylvestris
Another good year, similar to 2002, with sites around Ilkley, Burley, Otley, Denton, Timble, the Washburn
alley, Greenhow Duck Street Quarry (DSQ) and the Stainburn Moor/Lindley Moor Wood complex
(SLM). Seen on several sites in the upper dale as far as Kilnsey. Recorded first on 13th June on the moors
above Denton, and last on 24th August at Burley (BSL). Peak counts were 200 on 15th July near Timble,
123 at Ilkley(IMH) on the 20th July, and 108 at SLM on 14th July. There were counts over 35 near
Thruscross and at Otley Wetlands (OW), again in July.
-3 1 LARGE SKIPPER Och/odes venata
Like its close relative, had a good year similar to 2002. There were sightings around Barden, Beecroft
M oor, Ilkley, Burley, Otley, Timble, Thruscross, Greenhow (DSQ) and SLM. More sites were found in the
Grassington area, where the peak count was again 7, in June and July.
First seen on 1st June at Otley (OW), last seen on 30th July at Stainburn Forest (SLM). At SLM a
maximum of 115 was seen on 22nd June, in spite of the windier nature of the habitat due to clear felling.
Elsewhere counts were in single figures.

)3.

IBRIDAE
,903
1903
1903
1903
1903
1903
1903

545 CLOUDED YELLOW
Colias croceus
A welcome sighting by Anne Riley on 18th August in Burley, the only other being by new members
Hannah Silcox and Dave Bartham on the 22nd August at Doh Park.
1546 BRIMSTONE Gonepteryx rhamni
Fewer were seen this year. The dates range from 16th March in Beamsley to 1st September in Burley. Other
sightings were in Ilkley and Otley, on the summit of Beamsley Beacon, and one further up the dale at
Lower Grass Wood. The peak count was 2.
Six of the reports were offemales, No larvae were seen on the Burley (BSL) buckthorns.
was a good year for all the common 'Whites', with many more sightings.
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- 9 LARGE WIIlTE Pieris brassicae
The peak number was 28 seen on the 7th July at the riverside, Otley. Others in double figures came in July
and August from Otley Wetlands (OW), Greenhow (DSQ), and Timble lugs. Small numbers were seen in
many places over the two dales. The first seen was on 13th April in Burley, the last on 4th October in Otle .
--o SMALL WIIlTE Pieris rapae
een in both dales, up to Kilnsey and beyond Thruscross respectively. The first was on 29th March at
Kilnsey, and the last was on 5th October in a Burley garden, where larvae were subsequently seen in
_ ovember. The peak count was 30 on 16th July at Ilkley Cocking End. There were eight other counts in
double figures on various sites in Ilkley, Burley, Otley Wetlands (OW), Timble, Thruscross and Greenhow
SQ).
_: -1 GREEN-VEINED WlilTE Pieris napi
Even more widespread and numerous than the previous insect. The first was seen on 26th March at Otley
Wetlands (OW). The last noted was on 16th October in Grassington. The largest count was of 150, on f!'
August at Greenhow (DSQ). 50 were counted on 3rd August at Barden Moor, 49 on 15th August near
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Timble, and 40 on 16th July at Otley Wetlands (OW). There were over 20 more counts in double figures.
1553 ORANGE TIP Anthocharis cardamines
2003 appeared similar to 2002. There were sightings up Wharfedale to Grass Wood, but curiously, not far
up the Washburn. First seen on 26th March at Otley Wetlands (OW), last seen on 24th June in Burnsall. The
highest count was 10 at Lindley Wood reservoir on 29th May. In all there were four other counts of 5 or
more.
LYCAENIDAE
1555 GREEN HAIR.STREAK Callophrys rubi
The number of insects seen was down on 2002. The numbers of sightings and sites on the other hand were
similar. The first record was on 13th April on Barden Moor, the peak count was 22 on 25th April at Gill
Brow, Otley, and the last seen was on 9th June at a new site, Watson' s Lane, Bland Hill, the only Washburn
sighting. There were several sightings in or near Grass Wood, which suggests rock-rose may be a food
plant as on chalk and limestone grassland in the South.
1557 PURPLE HAIRSTREAKNeozephyrus quercus
Insects were reported from the Ilkley (IMH) site, and from a new site, Swinsty plantation, in the
Washburn. One insect was seen on the ground at IMH. Butterflies could often be seen moving in the
canopy from lOam, as the sun' s rays warmed the trees, although evening searches are believed best. On
some trees insects were not far above head height. At IMH first seen on 27th July, the largest count was 15
on 3rd August and the last was seen on 30th August. Mike Barnham saw two butterflies at Swinsty
plantation on the 16th August.
1558 WHITE-LETTER HAIR.STREAK Satyrium w-album
Two insects were recorded on 7th July on elms along Ilkley Road, Addingham which is the usual site. An
insect(wom) was seen on knapweed for the first time at Ilkley(IMH) on 27th July and a visit there by the
species recorder Martin Greenland on the 10th September led to an egg being found on a elm. Martin also
located an egg at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits showing a continuing presence of the hairstreak. Another
butterfly was seen on the road between Nesfield and Beamsley on 9th July, which will mean a search for
the site in 2004.
1561 SMALL COPPERLycaenaphlaeas
An exceptional year, with over one hundred sightings and many more sites. Observed in many areas of
Wharfedale up to Grass Wood, and in the Washburn up to Thruscross. First sighted very early on 28th
March at Grass Wood, with in all sixteen first-generation (April-June) records this year, and a peak number
of 16 on Barden Moor on 30th May.
The best second-generation record was 27 on 5th September, again on Barden Moor.
The last record was on 25th October at Otley Chevin.
1572 BROWN ARGUS Aricia agestis.
A small brown female lycaenid seen by Les Dewdney at Ilkley (IMH) on 28th August could possibly be a
Brown Argus, although more likely a female Common Blue. There is a similar doubt about an insect seen
at Shipley station this year, and Brown Argus has been moving up the country, being recorded two years
ago near Wakefield.
1573 NORTHERN BROWN ARGUS Aricia artaxerxes
(Dr. Ellis's Survey of the NBA in the Yorkshire Dales, published in 2003, shows that two of the three
largest sites are located near Grassington. In the Wharfedale network, he considers there to be at least 16
sites.)
The first sightings were on 7th June, 17 insects at Bastow Wood (including Lea Green and Dib Scar) and 14
at Threshfield Quarry (Long Ashes). The largest number seen was 35 on 14th June at the latter site. The
last sighting was on 20th July, a singleton at Bastow Wood. Other records came from known sites at
Threshfield Quarry (Skirethoms), Haw Hill Quarry, Kilnsey Crag, and Yockenthwaite. Singletons were
recorded in three other places, leaving the sites to be determined.
1574 COMMON BLUE Polyommatus icarus
This was an excellent year, with many more sightings and sites. Once again Greenhow Duck Street
Quarry(DSQ) had huge numbers, Mike Barnham reporting a peak of 420 on 20th July.
The first sighting was on 2nd June at Burley Sun Lane (BSL), and the last on 26th September at the same
site. The second largest number seen was 71 at BSL. Good numbers were also seen near Swinden Quarry,
Kilnsey Crag and at Ilkley(IMH) The insect was seen up Wharfedale as far as Y ockenthwaite, and in the
Washburn as far as Thruscross.
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1580 HOLLY BLUE Celastrina argiolus.
There were even more sightings this year, in Addingham, Beamsley, Ilkley, Burley, Menston
also in Lindley and Leathley. The first sighting was on 7th April at Leathley, the last on 23rd s~......._.~
Burley. Most records were of singletons, but there was a peak count of 3 on 4th August at
Stirling Road, Burley.
NYMPHALIDAE
1590 RED ADMIRAL Vanessa atalanta
Had an excellent year with many more sightings. Insects were seen in both dales, as far as Stransgill in
Langstrothdale and Thruscross respectively. There were also two sightings at Greenhow (DSQ). The fust
sighting was 10th May in Grass Wood, the last in the open air on 29th October in Ilkley (IMH). One was
seen in a Burley greenhouse on 18th November. The peak count was 36 on 24th September at Timble, and
there were other September counts over 30 at Stainburn Forest and Ilkley (IMH).
1 -91 PAINTED LADY Vanessa cardui
The largest number of sightings ever recorded by the WNS, over 350. (In both 1993 and in 1986 there was
only one sighting, and in 1984 there were none!)
Painted Lady were noted virtually everywhere, with records over the same area as the Red Admiral but in
greater numbers. The first sighting was on 30th May in Burley, the last on 17th October at Grassington.
There were two peak counts of 45, on 6th August at Greenhow(DSQ), and on 8th August at Fewston
reservoir.
-93 SMALL TORTOISESHELL Aglais urticae
An excellent year with a record 400 sightings, seen in many places in both dales, up to Langstrothdale and
Hoodstorth allotment respectively, also at Greenhow (DSQ). First seen, 4 on 16th March at the edge of
tubham Wood, Ilkley, and the last one on 19th October in Grassington. 105 were seen by Les Dewdne
on 17th September in a field off Denton Road Ilkley, and 55 were seen up the dale three days earlier at
Hebden Ghyll by Tony Vittery.
-96 CAMBERWELL BEAUTY Nymphalis antiopa
_ o sightings this year
~:.97 PEACOCK lnachis io
There were many more sightings, although the season petered out rather early. Insects were seen in both
dales, as far as Kimsey in Wharfedale and Thruscross in the Washburn. There were also sightings at
Greenhow (DSQ). First seen on 23rd February in Hydro Close, Ben Rhydding. The last was earlier than
usual, 15th October at Farnley. The largest counts were once again disappointing, 33 on 15th and 1't11
A~aust at Ilkley (IMH). The largest spring count was 10 on 4th April at Lindley Wood reservoir.
- -9g COMMA Polygonia c-album
:Many sightings noted in Wharfedale as far as Cray Ghyll, Buckden, and also in Washburndale as far as
Thruscross. The first butterfly was seen flying on 16th March at the edge of Stubham Wood, Ilkley, the last
~-ery late on 6th November at Otley Wetlands (OW). The largest number seen in the Spring was 7 at
.tubham Wood, Ilkley, on 8th April. There was a gap of nearly two months before the Summer brood, then
the peak number of 19 was seen at Lindley Wood reservoir on 14th September. The golden hutchinsoni
-ariety was again noted.
60 DARK GREEN FRITILLARY Argynnis aglaja
The last record in our area was from Greenhow (DSQ) in 1997, although the late Bob Harrison had a
possible sighting at Burley (BSL) in 2000. Following two more possible sightings there this summer, Freda
Jraper identified a male DGF nectaring on hemp agrimony on the afternoon of 23rd August. John Dean
o recorded a DGF on 29th August, near Thruscross. In both cases the observers were able to see the
er and lower sides of the wings, essential for unequivocal identification of this insect. This was not
possible when Audrey Gramshaw and a working party observed two fritillaries in a Grass Wood clearing
16th July. However this is considered a further DGF sighting, as Yorkshire DGF are known to ha e
roamed widely in 2003.
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ITYRIDAE
- 4 SPECKLED WOOD Pararge aegeria
peckled Wood appears to have moved into the district.
enteen records this year, seen on nine sites, two in Burley, at Scalebor Park and at Sun Lane(B S
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There was a site at Fewston reservoir, one in Beamsley garden, and three around Grassington, one of
which, seen by Clapham and Gramshaw, was the only Spring sighting on 6th May at Grass Wood. The
Ilkley (IMH) site and nearby Carters Lane produced most records, from 17th August to the last of all, 5th
October, and although a maximum of 2 insects was seen on any visit there must have been several more
involved.
1615 WALLLasiommata megera
No recent records in Wharfedale beyond Addingham, and few in earlier years.
Many more records this year, from Addingham, new sites at Storiths, Beamsley and Beamsley Beacon, and
other sites in Ilkley, Burley, Otley, Tim.hie, near Fewston, SLM, Lindley Wood, Farnley, Thruscross, and
Greenhow (DSQ). The first, seen by John Dean, appeared remarkably early on 7th March at Lindley Wood
reservoir, the last on 5th October at Addingham School Lane. The highest count was 18 on 22nd August at
Tim.hie Ings.
1625 GATEKEEPER Pyronia tithonus
Still existing near Parceval Hall? No recent records.
More records this year. Mainly seen in Burley, Otley, and several sites in Washburndale including
Stainburn Forest (SLM), Timble Ings, near Doh Park and Thruscross. The Gatekeeper has one generation a
year, and was first seen on 4th July at Burley Sun Lane (BSL), and 'last' on 3rd September at the same site.
This colony goes from strength to strength, with a maximum of 49 recorded on 17th July. 30 were recorded
at Otley Wetlands (OW) on 14th July. At SLM a maximum of 114 was recorded on 30th July, and 100 were
seen to the East of Thruscross reservoir the next day. There was a very puzzling late record of 4 seen by
the Bowlands at Otley Wetlands (OW) on znd October- is someone breeding Gatekeeper?
1626 MEADOW BROWN Maniolajurtina
Over twice as many sightings as 2002, with substantial colonies noted throughout the lower dales. Also
recorded in small numbers in upper Wharfedale, with a new site at Kilnsey. First seen on 9th June at Otley
Wetlands (OW), and last on 4th September, at a new site, Cracoe. The largest numbers recorded were 178
on a dull, grey 17th July at Ilkley (IMH), 150 on 15th July near Tim.hie Ings, 106 at Ilkley (IMH) on 3rd July,
100 at Greenhow (DSQ) on 6th August and 81 at Burley Sun Lane (BSL) on 6th July. Five other sites had
counts of 20 or more.
1627 SMALL HEATH Coenonympha pamphilus
Many more records and sites noted than in previous years. Seen in upper Wharfedale up to Kilnsey this
year, including several new sites. Also at Trollers Ghyll, Snowden Moor, Tim.hie Ings, Barden, Thruscross,
Greenhow and SLM. The first record was on 25th May on Ilkley Moor, a peak of 61 was seen on the
Bastow Wood transect (which includes Lea Green) on 20th July, and the last sighting was at Lea Green on
24th August.
1629 RINGLET Aphantopus hyperantus
Still spreading, with many more sightings and sites noted. Seen at Ilkley, Otley, Lindley, Fewston, Tim.hie,
Thruscross, Greenhow and SLM. In Upper Wharfedale, 76 were seen on 17th July at Lower Grass Wood,
and new sites included Kirk Bank and Skirfare Bridge.
The first was seen on 13th June on the moors above Denton, and the last on 22nd August at Fewston
reservoir. Three colonies supported large populations in July. 150 insects were recorded at Tim.hie lngs on
15th July, 141 on 14th July at SLM, and 125 in Ilkley (IMH), a remarkable increase over 2002. 50 were seen
at Fewston reservoir on 12th July. At last Ringlet is becoming established at Burley Sun Lane(BSL), a peak
number of 15 being seen on 7th July.
Records were received from the following observers:
D & J Alred, M Atkinson, M Barnham (YNU), N & A Bowland, R & H Burrow, T & M Chalmers(UWFS),
JM Clapham, EC Clements (UWFS), CJ Cope, J Dean, LG Dewdney, FC Draper, J Gavaghan (via BC), T
Gough, AM Gramshaw, T Harrison, J Hartley, D & R Howson, L & M Jones, J & K Kyriakides, D & M
Leather, K Limb, DH Moore, S Morris (UWFS), PD & JP Parkin, AL Powell & GT Fogitt, PC Quinn, J
Reinsch (UWFS),A & P Riley, DL Robinson, D Smith, A Soper (UWFS), A & B Thompson, T Vittery, J
Warwick (H & DNS), R Wilding (UWFS).
UWFS refers to members of the Upper Wharfedale Field Society.
Once again, thank you for the many records and interesting comments. Some observers have been
contributing for twenty years or more, at least one for fifty years(!), and the Society is greatly in their debt.
I apologise for the inevitable errors and omissions.
David Howson
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MOTHS
Periods of ground frost in March and into April adversely affected the early
trappings. The first successful attempt on March 24 only produced small
numbers of Clouded Drab, Common Quaker, Hebrew Character and Early
Grey, the usual spring species. The results of trapping on April 12, National
Moth Night, were extremely poor, with only six moths (three species)
recorded at Otley W N R and one at Menston - again there was a ground
frost. Later trapping at the Wetlands Reserve on July 18 was more successful
with twenty-nine species recorded. Regular trappings at the reserve are
planned for 2004.

Cinnabar on Ragwort
(English Nature)

Fortunately the year improved and details of the more interesting records for
2003 are listed below. The records represent a limited overview of moth
activity in the W N S area and mainly relate to only three or four regular
trapping sites which we hope to extend.

DREPANIDAE
1648 PEBBLE HOOK-TIP Drepanafalcataria
Again the only records were singles taken at the Menston trap on July 31 and August 11.
THYATIRIDAE
1654 FIGURE OF EIGIDY Tethea ocularis
Recorded most years in small numbers. Singles were taken at Menston on June 1 and Ben Rhydding on
June 15.
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GEOMETRIDAE
1661 ORANGE UNDERWING Archiearis parthenias
There were two records of this local day-flying moth. One from Barden Scales on March 16 and the
second from Menston on March 29. The moth conveniently flew doVvD. from the Birch trees, the Ian·al
foodplant, and landed on the laVvD. next to me.
1766 BLUE-BORDERED CARPET Plemyria rubiginata
For the second year the only record was from Otley Wetland Nature Reserve, on July 18.
1839 BORDERED PUG Eupithecia succenturiata
Infrequent W N S records of this large, easily recognised, pug. Recorded for second year at Menston trap.
1894 LATTICED HEATH Chiasmia clathrata
There were two records this year, one from Gill Brow near Otley on May 7 and the second near Long
Ashes on June 25.
1909 SPECKLED YELLOW Pseudopanthere macularia
There were two sightings of this well named, day-flying, moth. The records on May 6 and May 10 came
from Grass Wood, the usual site.
1919 PURPLE THORN Selenia tetralunaria
There were three records this year, one from Ben Rhydding on April 17 and two from Menston on May 4
and July 21. Only occasional records since the first in 1984.
1933 SCARCE UMBERAgriopis aurantiaria
Only intermittent records of this late season moth, possibly due to lack of late trapping. A single -was
recorded at a window in Menston on November 15.
SPHINGIDAE
1979 LIME HAWK-MOTH Mimas tiliae
After two years without records, 2003 produced two records, one from Ben Rhydding and a full grown
larva found at the foot of a Lime tree at Burley-in-Wharfedale on July 25. First recorded in 1993.
1980 EYED HAWK-MOTH Smerinthus ocellata
A male recorded on May 25 at Menston was only the third W N S record. The eye spots on the pink hind
wings make this unmistakable.

on
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1984 HUMMINGBIRD HAWK-MOTH
Macroglossum stellatarum
A regular immigrant, this aptly named day flying
moth was reported from a number of sites in our area.
2003 was a country wide notable for the
Hummingbird Hawk-Moth.
1992
SMALL
ELEPHANT
HAWK-MOTH
Deilephila porcellus
Much less common than the Elephant Hawk-Moth. A
single was recorded at Menston on June 1 and another
at Ben Rhydding on June 13.

ARCTIIDAE
2064 RUBY TIGERPhragmatobiafuliginosa
Three adult moths were recorded at Otley W N Ron July 18 and larva was again recorded at The Sun Lane
Reserve.
2069 THE CINNABAR Ty riajacobaeae
Adults and/or larvae reported, often as numerous, from the Middleton Hospital site, Otley W N Rand the
Sun Lane Reserve. It will be interesting to see how the new legislation on the control of Common
Ragwort, the main larval foodplant, will affect this moth.
NOCTUIDAE
2179 PINE BEAUTY Pano/is flammea
This Spring species was trapped as usual at Menston where there is a nearby stand of mature Pines.
Also recorded at Otley
2240 BLAIR'S SHOULDER-KNOT Lithophane leautieri
First recorded in 1991, and continuously since 1996, it now appears a well established species. Singles of
this Autumn moth were trapped at Menston and Burley-in-Wharfedale.
2313 ANGLE-STRIPED SALLOW Enargia paleacea
A moth of mature Birch Woodland and on the Nationally Notable B list. A single was trapped on August
7 at Menston. The only previous records were singles from Menston and Burley-in-Wharfedale in 199 5.
2397 SMALL YELLOW UNDERWING Panemeria tenebrata
There are only a few W N S records of this day-flying moth. A single was reported from the Sun Lane
Reserve on May 15.
2441 SILVERY Autographagamma
There were many reports of this immigrant moth seen flying during the day. They were also observed in
huge numbers, by torchlight at night, on and about Buddleia flowers - an amazing sight.
2447 SCARCE SILVERY Syngrapha interrogationis
A resident and occasional immigrant moth mainly of heather moorlands. Singles were recorded at Ben
Rhydding and Menston on July 17 and July 31 respectively.
2452 RED UNDERWING Catocala nupta
Records were received from the following.
NBowland
JC Clapham
F C Draper
G TFoggitt

AMGramshaw
DP Howson
D &MLeather
K&PLimb

H Southern
P &A Riley
AI Wilson

As always I would like to thank the contributors for their records and observations and do apologise for any
OllllSSlOnS.

Jeanette M Clapham
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DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES
ORDER ODONATA

Sightings in species order as follows:
LARGE RED DAMSELFLY Pyrrhosoma nymphula
Recorded between 17 May and 30 August at Addingham, Ilkley Upper Tarn,
BRGP, March Ghyll, Burley, Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve (OWNR) and
Timblelngs
150 at Timble Pond 7 June.
BLUE-TAILED DAMSELFLY Ischnura elegans.
Recorded between 1 June and 15 September at Farnley Lake, Timble In.gs
pond, OWNR, Sun Lane Burley and BRGP.
30 pairs at OWNR 2 August.
AZURE DAMSELFLY Coenagrion puella
Recorded between 19 May and 22 August at Timble, OWNR, Sun Lane
Burley and BRGP.
40 at Timble Ings pond 7 June.
COMMON BLUE DAMSELFLY Enallagma cyathigerum
Recorded between 19 May and 15 September at Timble In.gs Pond, Farnley Lake, OWNR, Burley
Woodhead, Sun Lane Burley, BRGP.
100 at Timble In.gs pond 7 June.
300+ at OWNR 2 August.
EMERALD DAMSELFLY Lestes sponsa
Recorded 3 June to 1 Sept at Rocking Hall Moor pond, Timble In.gs pond, OWNR and Ilkley Upper Tarn.
40 at OWNR 2 August.
50 at Timble In.gs pond 22 August.
BANDED DEMOISELLE Calopterix splendens
Recorded 1 June to 29 June at OWNR, BRGP and Lower Barden Reservoir.
Most reports of 1 to 4, but 5 at BRGP 3 June and 6 at OWNR 15 June.
BROWN HAWKERA eshna grandis
Recorded between 25 June and 15 September with numerous reports from Farnley, Timble, OWNR,
Burley, Sun Lane Burley, Bleach Mill Dam, Menston, Middleton Hospital Site, Ben Rhydding and BRGP.
Most reports of 1 to 4, but 6 at BRGP 2 August.
30+ at OWNR 5 August.
COMMON HAWKERAeshnajuncea
Recorded between 22 June and 1 October at Ilkley, Ben Rhydding, Sun Lane Burley, Burley Woodhead,
Burley, Timble In.gs pond and Trollers Ghyll area.
5 at Ilkley Upper Tam 30 Aug
6 at Burley Woodhead pond 9 August.
SOUTHERN HAWKERAeshna cyanea
Recorded between 15 July and 5 October, but also two undated November reports from Burley. Recorded
at Timble In.gs pond, OWNR, Menston, Burley, Burley Woodhead, Sun Lane Burley, Manor Park, Ben
Rhydding and Addingham.
3 males and 1 female at OWNR 27 August and 15 September.
MIGRANT HAWKERAeshna mixta
Recorded between 16 August and 6 November at OWNR and BRGP.
31 exuvial1 found at OWNR 16 August. Many including 4 mating pairs at OWNR 15 September.
COMMON DARTER Sy mpetrum striolatum
Recorded between 29 June and 6 November at OWNR, Burley, Sun Lane Burley, BRGP and below
Thruscross Reservoir. Numerous reports of small numbers. 20 males and 50+ tenerals2 at OWNR 2
August. 52 exuvial found at OWNR 16 August. 50+ at OWNR 27 August.
1

cast skins - and proof of mating
- newly emerged - and pale in colour
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BLACK DARTER Sympetrum danae
Recorded between 4 August and 15 October at Timble Ings pond, below Thruscross Reservoir and
OWNR. 25+ below Thruscross Reservoir 1 September.
RUDDY DARTER Sympetrum sanguineum
Recorded between 16 July and 15 September at OWNR only.
5 males and 3 tenerals at OWNR 2 August.
BLACK-TAILED SKIMMER Orthetrum cancellatum
Recorded between 25 June and 5 August at OWNR only.
2 males at OWNR on various dates from 25 June up to mid-July. Only one male there up to 5 August.
GOLDEN-RINGED DRAGONFLY Cordulegaster boltonii
Recorded 21 June to 15 July at Timble plantation, Timble Ings pond and above March Ghyll Reservoir.
3 at Timble plantation 21 June; 3 above March Ghyll Reservoir 24 June; 4 at Timble Ings pond 15 July.
EMPEROR Anax imperator
Recorded between 15 June and 16 July at OWNR only.
3 males at OWNR from 15 June; 2 males and 1 female ovipositing there on 16 July.
FOUR SPOTTED CHASER Libellula quadrimaculata
Recorded 27 May to 6 August at OWNR only.
10+ noted on various dates; 10 adults plus 2 females ovipositing 1 June.
BROAD-BODIED CHASER Libellula depress a
Recorded between 1 July and 15 June at OWNR, Timble Ings pond and Rocking Stones Moor. All single
individuals including 2 records of single females at OWNR and TIP.
Of particular interest in 2003 have been:
1. The recording of a new species for our area with 2 male Orthetrum cancellatum (Black-tailed
Skimmer) at OWNR.
2. The considerable number ofreports ofAeshna grandis (Brown Hawker).
3. The impression from the reports received that Aeshna cyanea (Southern Hawker) numbers now exceed
Aeshnajuncea (Common Hawker) in our area.
4. Records again this year for Libellula depressa (Broad-bodied Chaser) which only recently became a
new species for our area.
The following provided records: D Alred, LG Dewdney, J Dixon, F C Draper, M Dufton, T Gough, D
Howson, D&M Leather, K&P Limb, K Moir, PC Qui, A Riley, D L Robinson.
David Alred
LADYBIRDS

7 SPOT LADYBIRD Coccinella 7-punctata
Common in WNS area but not in last years numbers.
2 SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 2-punctata
Second most common in WNS area, with several melanic reports and 1 sexpustulata.
ADONIS' LADYBIRD Adonia variegata
A new ladybird found twice at OWNR in Sept.& Nov.
10 SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 10-punctata
7 reports from Burley, Ben Rhydding, & Otley. A chequered one was found in OWNR.
14 SPOT LADYBIRD Propylea 14-punctata
1 Caught in a moth trap Ben Rhydding, 1 seen OWNR
22 SPOT LADYBIRD Psyllobora 22-punctata
3 Seen 1 Otley Chevin, 1 Burley and 1 OWNR.
LARCH LADYBIRD Aphidecta obliterata
1 Found at Farnley in July.
Contributors : N&A Bowland. D&H Burrow. FC Draper. D Howson. M&D Leather. P&K Limb..

Nevil Bowland

44

HOVERFLIES

SPECIAL REPORT

Hoverflies are an attractive group of insects often mimicking wasps an
bumble bees. Many of the larvae feed on aphids including root aphids, although.
the adults can be found at flowering plants. The systematic list so far will only
be a :fraction of the species, which will be present in the Wharfedale area, due
to the lack of recorders and the time it takes to collect and analyse specimens
obtained in the field. Members of the Society could help in this respect, b
collecting dead Hoverflies which can often be found on window ledges, in
conservatories and green houses, and passing the material on to me for
identification.
Systematic List The order and nomenclature follows Stubbs and Falk British Hoverjlies (1983)
SYRPHINAE

Larvae are predators, mainly of aphids.
BACCHA ssp. A small common species found in wooded areas and gardens often in shade amongst
vegetation or on flowers. At present two species have been lumped together (elongata and obscuripennis)
until the taxonomic status is clearer.
MELANOSTAMA :MELLINUM Common species found in a variety of habitats but mainly open areas
such as grassland and wetlands.
MELANOSTAMA SCALARE Very common species. Found in woodland, gardens, grassland, wetland,
moorland edge, upland pasture and wet flushes. Can be found on a wide range of flowers.
PLATYCHEIRUS ALBTh1ANUS Very common and widespread, occurring in a wide range of habitats
throughout the Wharfedale area including urban gardens. The adult can be found at a large range of
flowering plants.
PLATYCHEIRUS MANICATUS Widespread, but not as common as the previous species. It prefers
wetlands, damp meadows, damp woodland and some upland bogs and flushes.
PLATYCHEIRUS PELTATUS Common and widespread, more :frequent in woodland but also found in
grassland, urban fields and some gardens.
PLATYCHEIR.US SCUTATUS Widespread and common throughout the region. Found in woodland
margins and rides, valley sides and extending into upland regions. Frequent on flowers.
PYROPHAENA GRANDITARSA Fairly common in wetland areas such as damp meadows, marshes,
Juncus flushes, vegetation around reservoirs, canals and ponds.
CHRYSOTOXUM ARCUATUM This hoverfly can be locally common, mainly in the upland regions,
moorland, upland valleys, wooded slopes and some conifer wood margins.
CHRYSOTOXUM BICINCTUM Widespread in lush grassland, wet meadows, marshes and woodland
margins.
DASYSYRPHUS ALBOSTRIATUS Common throughout the region in open woodland, grassland, scrub,
some wetlands and :frequently found on flowers in suburban gardens.
DASYSYRPHUS TRICINCTUS Common and widespread, often in suburban gardens where it can be
o und on flowering plants. Found mainly in woodland and margins in sunny positions and occasionally
:31.oorland edge and grassland near woods.
:::) SYSYRPHUS VENUSTUS Common and widespread in mainly May and June. Prefers woodland and
rides, often found on flowers.
EPISTROPHE GROSSULARIAE
Very common and widespread throughout the region. Woodlands,
:::iargins, rides and sunny glades are favoured. Also to be found in gardens and on roadside verges often on
e flowers of umbellifers.
EPISYRPHUS BALTEATUS Probably the most common of all the Hoverflies and
an easy species to recognise in the field being very distinctive. In some years our
own population is increased by huge numbers which arrive from the continent. To
be found in all habitats from the end of January to the middle of November.
LEUCOZONA GLAUCIA Common. Another species fond of white umbellifers
and can be found in a wide variety of habitats.
- · yrphus balteatus
'Marmalade Fly'
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LEUCOZONA LUCORUM Common and widespread throughout the area. A spring species found mainly
in May and June in wooded areas with rich vegetation, rides and glades, wet meadows, waste ground and
suburban gardens.
MELISCAEVA AURICOLLIS Uncommon but may be overlooked. The only record is of a female in my
garden in Menston. It should be found in wooded areas and open areas with scrub.
MELISCAEVA CJNCTELLA Common in a wide variety of habitats including moorland.
METASYRPHUS COROLLAE
Common and widespread, mainly open areas, grassland road verges,
hedgerows also gardens and woodland edge.
METASYRPHUS LUNIGAR Very common in a large variety of habitats.
SCAEVA PYRASTRI Common but usually only seen in small numbers. Found in low lying open habitats
including gardens meadows and fields.
SPHAEROPHORIA RUEPPELLII Rare, I have found only one male on the 2nd July 1989 at Kex Beck.
Nationally a very local and uncommon species notably of dry coastal grassland and heath. It now occurs
more frequently inland notably in 1984 (Stubbs)
SPHAEROPHORIA SCRIPTA Common, frequents flowers in open sunny areas of grassland, river banks
and woodland margins, often in large numbers. The male is easy to recognise in the field but great care is
needed with females, since they resemble other Sphaerophoria.
SYRPHUS RIBESII A very common hoverfly found in a large range of habitats.
SYRPHUS TORVUS Although common and widespread this species is not present in as many habitats as
the previous species, preferring woodland, lightly wooded areas and scrub.
SYRPHUS VITRIPENNIS Common, as well as mixed woodland margin, can be found in suburban gardens
and wasteland.
MILENSIINAE
CHEILOSIINI - larvae of Cheilosia feed on higher plants and a few feed on fungi.

Rhingia campestris
the 'Heineken Fly'

CHEILOSIA IMPRESSA Fairly common, seems to prefer wetland such as canals,
damp woodland, marshes, river banks and damp meadows.
RHJNGIA CAMPESTRIS Very common and widespread, larvae feed in cow dung
but adults can be seen at flowers in a wide variety of habitats. Easy to identify in the
field.

CHYSOGASTRINI - larvae live in dead wood, in sap runs, in aquatic habitats or in decaying plant material.
NEOASCIA PODAGRICA Common and widespread in a large variety of habitats.
ERISTALINI-larvae live in aquatic situations, water, mud, liquid decaying matter.
ERISTALINUS SEPULCHRALIS A wetland species associated with marshes, canals, lakes and lowland
reservoirs. I have usually seen this species on decaying material at the waters edge.
ERISTALIS ARBUSTORUM Very common and widespread in a large variety of habitats including
gardens.
ERISTALIS HORTICOLA Common, mainly in woodland or lightly wooded areas including hedgerows.
ERISTALIS INTRICARIUS Common, a bumblebee mimic found in damp woods, some open wetlands and
wet flushes.
ERISTALIS NEMORUM Common and widespread in a wide range of habitats but
often near damp areas.
ERISTALIS PERTJNAX Very common and widespread, seen in a wide range of
habitats including gardens.
ERISTALIS TENAX Very common and widespread, a good hive bee mimic found in a
wide range of habitats, including gardens.
HELOPHILUS PENDULUS Common and widespread, can be found in gardens but
usually associated with wetlands and wet woodland.

Heleophu/us pendu/us
the 'Footballer Fly'
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MYATHROPA FLORAE Common and widespread can be seen on woodland margins, rides and lightly
wooded areas.
A ERODONTINI- larvae feed on bulbs of various plants.
~ RODON EQUESTRIS Fairly common, a densely hairy bumblebee mimic with several colour forms,
seen mainly in urban gardens with daffodils and woodland with bluebells. The larvae are considered a pest
on bulbs in gardens but are harmless on bluebells.
COMYIINI - larvae are rat-tailed maggots, ""1rich feed in mud and boggy pools.
SERICOMYIA SILENTIS Common especially in moorland areas where the larvae feed in peaty pools.
LUCELLINI - larvae are specialised scavengers in nests of bumble bees and social wasps.
-OLUCELLA BOMBYLANS Widespread but sparsely distributed.
-OLUCELLA PELLUCENS Common and widespread, an easy hoverfly to identify, can be found in a
·ety of habitats including gardens.
:LOTINI - larvae inhabit dead wood.
5YRITTA PIPIENS Abundant and widespread, found in a wide variety of habitats.
XYLOTA SEGNIS Common and widespread, found mainly in woodlands and margins, lightly wooded
, scrub and also suburban gardens.
OTA SYLV ARUM Fairly common and widespread, seen mainly in deciduous and mixed woods.
·d to be associated with upland birch to about 1000 ft.
to N Bowland, A & P Riley for additional contributions.
Ken Limb

ORNITHOLOGY

Common Crossbill

After the very wet end to 2002, the river was a raging and
angry torrent as l walked by it at the start of the year. l saw
no dippers, one of my favourite birds, and feared for their
safety (although they subsequently appear to have had a good
year). However, these river conditions proved to be the
exception as the later dry conditions exposed vast beds of
pebbles on the riverbed for much of the summer. Fortunately,
we had the odd day of rain, just enough to keep the Dales
looking green, contrary to the south-east of England which
was parched brown and dry by the end of the summer. The
dry conditions did, however, take their toll on our local
reservoirs and levels in the Washburn Reservoirs were very
low by the autumn.

from a short, cold snap and snow at the year' s start, we had another warm winter with a glut of wild
This ensured that good numbers of many of our smaller birds survived: indicative of this were the
numbers of perky and trilling wren that, for me, are always a joy to see and hear. South-easterly winds
the Continent meant the first arrival dates of our summer visitors were fairly typical of most years.
~ver, subsequent adverse weather in North Africa and Iberia meant that the bulk of the returning birds
2 to 3 weeks late - and a ' late migration' is how most people will remember the year. The sunny and
spring seemed to bring on the trees early and the foliage was already quite heavy by mid-May so that
_· visitors seemed to arrive and disappear almost immediately into the foliage! Arrival and departure
for summer and winter visitors are in Annex A (but please note that departure dates are more subject to
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error than arrival dates because of the limited number of records, particularly for the summer visitors).
Amongst the returning birds some species appeared to be in short supply - numbers of house martins were
significantly down whilst sand martin colonies were much reduced; swallows and swifts also had a poor
year. The highlight of the spring migration was the brief appearance of an alpine swift over Otley wetlands
on 26th April, during a week when a number were reported in the UK (a submission has been made to the
BOG Rarities Committee). Warblers had a mixed year. Numbers of the more common species - blackcap,
chiffchaff and willow warbler all held up. The rarer species didn't do as well: common and lesser
whitethroats were fewer than usual, and the accelerating recent decline in wood warbler numbers continues.
Reports on garden warblers were mixed with reports of a good numbers in the Washburn, but sightings
significantly down at another of their usual strongholds at Knotford Nook. The Ilkley Gazette almost beat
the WNS to the first cuckoo sighting of the year - at the Tam in Ilkley on 23rd April, although, fortunately,
there was a later report from a WNS member spotting one on the same day from Harden Ghyll! Like other
birds, the bulk of cuckoos seemed to arrive late and numbers were down. Perhaps the most distressing
situation was for flycatchers with both pied and spotted numbers down, particularly the latter, where the
accelerating decline meant that a number of traditional nesting sites were deserted and breeding successes
were few and far between.
There were breaks in the long, sunny periods in the spring, unfortunately at critical times in the breeding
cycles of some birds. These breaks resulted in several nights of frost in mid-April followed by cooler,
unsettled periods in late April and the first half of May, with 3 or 4 days with thundery outbreaks of heavy
rain. Species that seemed to do particularly badly were common redstarts and pied flycatchers - the numbers
of empty nests of the latter was probably the highest in memory. On the other hand the common tits, which
apparently have not had a good year nationally because of the weather and a poor defoliating caterpillar
season, seemed to have done quite well in our area. Otley Wetlands nest boxes were well inspected early in
the season but only 30% were occupied. However, breeding was far more successful elsewhere in the midWharfedale area, although even here there were examples of partial or complete brood loss; 250 young blue
tits were raised in 38 boxes. Perhaps the greatest success story of the year was the delightful little coal tit.
Several members commented on their abundance, and that they now seem almost as common as the blue tit!
The warm air returned in June and July and many later-nesting birds faired much better because of the
plentiful supply of seeds and insects. Many people commented, some unfavourably, on the proliferation of
seed-eating greenfinches in the garden - they may not be everyone' s favourite species, which is a pity as
they have an attractive plumage. Undoubtedly, the most welcome breeding record was of a pair of nightjar,
who raised 2 young in the Washburn at the same site as last year (in fact the male was the same one as last
year). Those members who went to watch the birds were only too able to testify to the high density of biting
insects in the area this year! The major disappointment was the continuing decline of the beautiful yellow
wagtail. Only 2 broods were recorded, both in the species' former stronghold in Upper Wharfedale; another
traditional spot there had been abandoned because of change in farming practices. Finally, it is easy to forget
that breeding time is a very vulnerable and difficult time for birds. One member in Moor Park was incensed
by the toll of eggs and nestlings in his garden from marauding magpies. There was also significant predation
of eggs and young at Otley Wetlands by mink, whilst grey squirrels had taken over several nest holes from
great spotted woodpeckers near Dob Bridge in the Washburn and another had set up home in a 'des-res'
tawny owl nest box at Otley Wetlands!
Birds of prey provided some of the highlights of the birding year. Probably the most exciting feature was the
regular appearance of red kites from Harewood. Previously, birds have tended to go east rather than west
and the number of sightings in our area has been relatively low. This year, however, this beautiful bird has
almost become a regular sight, with 73 sightings; an amazing 8 birds were seen together over Bingley Moor
just to the south of our area. Another success story of 2002 has been the buzzard, which has raised young in
a number of sites in mid- and upper-Wharfedale and is now becoming almost common, with 186 sightings
this year (the highest for any species!). Many of the sightings of red kites and buzzards came from one of
the most watched sites in the area, the Barden view point, where a small group of enthusiastic birders, who
spend long hours there, have been richly rewarded. They made the Yorkshire Post in the summer when 8
raptor species were reported from there on 21st June. In fact, the watchers were to see 10 species over a 7day period around then. Most other raptor species have also done well. Common species such as
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sparrowhawk and kestrel, which are declining nationally, appear to be thriving. Numbers of less common
species such as the merlin and peregrine falcon are also keeping up, although the hobby, whose range has
been spreading northwards, remains comparatively rare. There also continue to be regular sightings of hen
harriers and the occasional marsh harrier.
August and September proved to be exceptionally dry, hot and sunny. There was a limited and early fall of
leaves during September because of the dry conditions. Later, we enjoyed superb autumn colours during
October because of the very high concentrations of sugar in the leaves, a condition that lasted until well past
the middle of the month. This extended period of settled weather resulted in an extremely poor local season
for passage migrants. Numbers of passage waders and species types were well down and there were no
notable highlights. September was to prove a particularly quiet month with most summer visitors having
already departed. Any excitement proved to be further afield, with winds from the west during the month
producing some exciting American migrants - with pectoral sandpipers and Baird sandpiper being seen just
outside our area. Later, in mid-October, anticyclones over Scandinavia produced good numbers of Siberian
warblers and great grey shrikes along the East Coast, although again, unfortunately, none made it into
Wharfedale.
The late spring frosts and hot summer appeared to have resulted in major reductions in the usual quantities of
natural foods: beech and hornbeam mast was reportedly only 10% of usual levels, hazelnuts were much
reduced in numbers and crops of soft fruits and acorns were modest. This brought large numbers of birds
onto garden feeders during October and November. Numbers of returning winter thrushes seemed as high as
last winter and there were large flocks of them all over in the W ashbum in the autumn. Siskin numbers were
also good, but brambling and crossbill, in particular, were down. fu 2002 waxwings arrived in Wharfedale
only in the closing days of the year: in 2003 numbers were seen surprisingly early - before the end of
October - leading to speculation as to whether their natural food supplies in Scandinavia might be poor.
fu summary, a total of 153 species were seen in the area (plus 1 obvious escapee), slightly down on last
year's total of 164. The highlights were the alpine swift near Otley Wetlands on the 26th April (a first for the
area), and a red-backed shrike at Lower Barden Reservoir on 15th June (only the second sighting for the
area). The society (and this recorder) had a busy year with 6400 sighting records submitted. Most of the
records received (95%) come from south of Barden Bridge where the most popular areas were the Washburn
(32% of total records), Otley Wetlands (18%) and the Bolton Abbey Estate (18%). Upper Wharfedale has a
lot to offer birdwatchers, but is much under-watched with only 5% of records from that area. The most
popular spots there were Grim.with Reservoir, Grassington and Littondale, but each with only -1 % of the
records. The Thursday birding group is planning a couple of excursions during the summer to increase
member's awareness of what this attractive area has to offer.

Finally, a look at the wider, national scene and population trends in bird species. Over the period 1994 to
2002, 52 species have increased in numbers and 29 decreased, and some of these figures are included in the
following classified list. Over the shorter period 2000 to 2002, major increases (>30%) in species have
included kingfisher (85%), greylag and Canada geese (43% and 31% respectively); it's also very
encouraging that tree sparrows showed an increase of 25%, although they continue to struggle in our area.
Unfortunately, there have been some serious national declines in some of the birds we see locally, the largest
reductions being willow tit (-39%), dipper (-31% - although the species appear to be doing well in
Wharfedale), redshank and siskin (-30%), tawny owl (-28%) and common sandpiper (-26%). Wood warbler
and spotted flycatcher (both-26%) are two species where the reductions have been particularly noticeable in
our area.
This is the first year that the year's records have been computerised, although it is likely to be 2 or 3 years
before a modus operandi and a standard format starts to emerge. However, a recent, fascinating evening at
BOG on population trends for a number of common birds led by Peter Riley showed that drawing
conclusions from limited and raw historic data can be misleading. The discussions there showed that not
only has there been a tendency for the number of records to increase, due possibly to the increased use of
computers, but recording fashions change. For example, limited recording of a common bird will change as
that bird becomes rarer and people start recording all sightings! I have therefore decided to augment the
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previous annual review by calculating a number of parameters that I hope future users of the data may find
useful. These are:
•
Retention and augmentation of the summary in recent reports on the status and trends for each
species - so I would welcome regular birders' views about populations of local species and trends
in the coming year.
•
Inclusion of one of the most powerful indicators of bird populations, i.e. the maximum flock sizes
recorded for the year - for appropriate species.
•
The number of recordings for each species and the number of sites where that species was seen these may be very imperfect parameters, but they could help us to build up some sort of
understanding of trends over the years.
There are a number of common birds that are obviously massively unrecorded, e.g. the common tits and
finches. I have marked these with a (C) and have not calculated the above parameters for these. Please note
that the above approach is obviously somewhat experimental - any views/observations would be welcome.
Annex C lists the birds reported in the WNS area since 1946. It includes the years when species were first
seen, although not for those birds which were regularly recorded in the first 5 years, also the number of years
when the rarer birds were seen. The annex comments on the status of a number of species whose status is
evolving as a result of controlled releases and uncontrolled escapes from bird 'parks'.
Finally, many thanks to all contributors to this report and especially those who submitted their sightings in
the order given in the report - it really is a very great help at this end. Please keep your observations coming
in through the year, including examples of unusual behaviour, which helps me to make the report a more
interesting read. Last but not least a special thanks to the Bradford Ornithological Group for allowing me to
use their sightings, which have been invaluable, particularly for some of the scarcer species. If you're
interested in 'what's about' do visit their 'sightings' section on their website (www.bradfordbirders.co.uk) it's a mine of information and always up-to-date.
CLASSIFIED LIST
In the Classified List I have used the usual abbreviation of GP for Gravel Pit. 'Burley' is Burley-inWharfedale, and when referring to Lindley, Swinsty, Fewston, Thruscross, Chelker and Grimwith, I mean
the reservoirs or their vicinity at these locations. Similarly, Otley refers to Otley Wetland Nature Reserve
(formerly Otley Gravel Pits) unless otherwise specified. Mid Wharfedale is taken as the area downstream
from Bolton Bridge and above Pool Bridge. Upper Wharfedale starts above Bolton Bridge, whilst Lower
Wharfedale is below Pool Bridge. In the Washburn Valley the dam at the southern end ofFewston is taken
as the boundary between upper and lower Washburn.
LITTLE GREBE (Tachybaptus ruficollis)
055 Sightings/JS Sites
Uncommon breeding/local migrant: population stable.
Sightings were received for most months, especially from Knotford Nook and Otley, although they were
also recorded from several sites in the Washburn and along the Wharfe between Burley and Hebden.
Successful breeding was reported from Low Dam (below Thruscross) and at Denton, although in each case
only one young was recorded. Peak counts were 15 - 20 (Knotford in November and December) and 4
(Otley in January) although 1 - 4 was more typical at both sites for much of the year (DB, BOG, PJC,
LGD, J&JD, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, GT).
GREAT CRESTED GREBE (Podiceps cristatus)
079 Sightings/04 Sites
Common breeding resident/local migrant: population stable.
Reported for much of the year from various sites in Lower Wharfedale and the Washbum, although its
strongholds remain Knotford Nook and Otley where peak counts were 9 (in November) and 6 (in March)
respectively. No records of successful breeding were submitted, although nest building was reported at
Lindley Wood. This may not have been successful because of disturbance and/or fluctuating water levels,
both of which appear to be a real problem for this species in the Washburn Valley (BOG, OB, PJC, CJC,
LGD, J&JD, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, DLR, PBR).
CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo)
103 Sightings/JS Sites
Common passage/long-staying visitor: population numbers have markedly increased in recent years but
this may have levelled off.
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Now a common bird in both Wharfedale and the Washburn, although little recorded north of Chelker there was one at Hebden on 22nd February and a rare sighting at Grim.with on 22nd March. Largest winter
roosts sizes were at Lindley reaching 50+ on 5th February and 80+ on 3rd November, although numbers
were quite small at the other Washburn reservoirs. Other large roosts were 44 at Otley on 2nd February and
32 at Chelker on 10th January, with much smaller numbers at the end of the year possibly, to some extent,
because the birds may have been dispersing more than usual. Although still no evidence of breeding,
presence is now noted throughout the year at the main roosting sites and it would seem to be only a matter
of time before breeding occurs (MVB, BB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, GSH, D&ML, K&PL,
PD&JBP, GT, JW).
GREY HERON (Ardea cinerea)
068 Sightings/21 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/increasing.
Continues to prosper both nationally and in our area no doubt partly due to the absence of severe winters.
Widely reported throughout the year, usually of single birds or small groups outside the main Heronries an exception to this is the large number often present at Leathley Trout Farm outside the breeding season
(maximum 17 on 14th January), although there were 18 along the edges of the nearby Lindley Wood on
16th November. It was a good breeding year with 35 nests at Askwith producing 96 young, whilst a site in
the lower part of the Washburn produced 60 young from 19 nests (both PRo) (also MHA, N&AB, BOG,
OB, PJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP).
MUTE SWAN (Cygnus olor) (C)
Common local breeding resident: population stable.
Only reported eastwards from Otley and in the Washburn, with their strongholds at Otley and Knotford
Nook. Numbers peaked at between 25 - 30 at both sites in October or November. There were up to 9 at
Otley weir in January; the only other records were in the Washburn, where they are scarce, with 2 adults
and a juvenile at Farnley in February and 2 at Lindley Wood in April. Breeding occurred at the 2 main
sites. At Otley, there were broods of 8 and 5, but also 3 unsuccessful attempts recorded where eggs were
either destroyed or found addled (A&DB, BOG, OB, N&AB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, GSH, K&PL, DLR,
PBR,PRo).
WHOOPER SWAN (Cygnus cygnus)
019 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
A number of largish groups were seen at the beginning of the year, with 23 flying NE over Barden on 23rd
February, 17 at Chelker on 21 51 March and 12 at Grim.with the following day, and 25 at Otley on 7th April.
A number of smaller groups and single birds (between 1 and 7) were seen during November and
December, mostly on single days, at Otley, Knotford Nook, March Ghyll Reservoir and Fewston. The
largest group was 3 adults and 4 juveniles at Otley on 4th November, whilst a single bird was at Knotford
Nook for 4 days from 23rd November (N&AB,BOG, CJC, OB, PJC, PD&JBP, PRo, JW).
PINK FOOTED GOOSE (Anser brachyrhynchus)
045 Siglitings/14 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/visitor.
There were a number of sightings of flying skeins between January and April, the largest being 240+
heading west over Leathley on 13th February, but with several records of between 10 and 100 birds. A
single bird spent much of the first part of the year at Lindley Wood. In the autumn, skeins were seen from
mid-September until the end of the year, with the largest skein of 120 flying south-east over Denton moor
on 20th September (BOG, CJC, JDe, PD&JBP, AP&GF, DLR, PBR).
GREYLAG GOOSE (Anser anser)
094 Sightings/24 Sites
Common resident breeder/visitor: recent significant population increase.
The local, presumably feral, population continues to prosper and various-sized groups were reported
throughout mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, although the only reports from upper Wharfedale were
from Barden and Grim.with (where 125 were recorded on 11th June). The largest flocks were observed at
Lindley Wood with 545 on 27th September. Smaller flocks at the start of the year numbered 50 at Fewston
on 5th February and 80+ at Thruscross on 3rd March - the Washburn is now a stronghold for this species.
Breeding was reported from several sites, including on the moors, with many goslings were seen from May
onwards. The post-breeding moult generally appears to take place outside our recording area and this
usually means a dearth of records in the late summer/early autumn with large number starting to re-appear
in late September (MVB, N&AB, BOG, D&HB, PJC, LGD, H&JF, GSH, D&RH, K&PL, PD&JBP, PRo,
GT).
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CANADA GOOSE (Branta canadensis)
085 Sightings/20 Sites
Common breeding resident/visitor: significant population increase in recent decades and recent
suggestions that numbers were levelling off probably
premature.
Now occurs commonly at Grim.with and downstream,
with breeding at a wide variety of sites including the
surrounding moors. Observed virtually throughout the
year with strongholds at Otley and in the Washburn. The
maximum at Otley was 200+ on 9th March, whilst in the
Washburn there was a maximum of 186 at Lindley Wood
on 22nd November, 96 at Fewston on 22nd August, 98 at
Thruscross on 16th November and 54 at Knotford Nook
on 16th February. Breeding occurred at all these sites as
well as on the surrounding moors: this non-native species
may well become a problem if the current increase
continues (MVB, BOG, OB, N&AB, PJC, CJC, LGD,
H&JF, GSH, HJ&BS, D&:ML, D&RH, PD&JBP, PRo).
BARNACLE GOOSE (Branta leucopsis)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Rare passage migrant/probable escape.
Only two records this year. One 1 flew south over Barden on 16th March (BOG) and there was one at Otley
on 26th May (OB).
SHELDUCK (Tadorna tadorna)
025 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/visitor: may breed some y ears.
There was at least one bird present at Otley for much of the first half of the year (and occasionally 2 or 3),
with an adult and one young seen early in June, suggesting breeding was a distinct possibility. There was a
single bird at Chelker on 12th January and a pair at Fewston on 27th April (BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, K&PL,
PD&JBP, PBR, DLR).
MANDARIN DUCK (Aix galericulata)
036 Sightings/OB Sites
Scarce visitor/escaped species but local breeding population now established.
This species has become well established in the Strid Wood area in the last few years and is now breeding
there - their origin is still somewhat uncertain. Sightings of up to 17 were seen on the Wharfe near the
Strid in the first half of January, but only intermittently thereafter in one's and two's. The winter flock
seemed to be missing at the end of the year because, it is assumed, of the lack of beech mast this autumn.
Females with 1, 1 and 7 young were seen in the first half of June, but the highlight was a report of 8 young
raised in a Kestrel's nest at Arthington. There were sightings of between 1 and 4 birds on 4 occasions in
the Washburn and at Otley (MVB, BOG, PJC, JMC/AMG, PJC, CJC, JF, GSH, HJ&BS, PD&JBP,
AP&GF, PBR, PRo, PKS, GT, JLT).
WOOD DUCK (Aix sponsa)
001 Sightings/OJ Sites
Escape/presumed escapee.
2 females (with a pair of mandarins) all assumed to be escapees, at Knotford Nook on 10th October (BOG).
MALLARD (Anas platyrhynchos) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable.
High numbers were reported throughout the area, on both the Wharfe and any open stretches of water.
There were 100 at Strid Woods on 9th January whilst 119 ( 46 pairs, 25 males and 2 females) were recorded
on 8th April between Barden and Burnsall. Elsewhere there were 50+ at Otley on 5th March and autumn
counts of 300 at Lindley Wood on 15th October, 148 at Knotford Nook on 10th November and 167 on
Thruscross the 22nd. Plenty of breeding records were received with 45 adults with 19 young at Otley on
15th May, but with the 'duck-of-the-year' award going to a female at nearby Mickle Ing Beck who was seen
with 15 young on 21st April (MVB, A&DB, N&AB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, GSH, K&PL, HJ&BS, K&PL,
PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PBR, PRo).
GADWALL (Anas strepera)
027 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor.
Single birds were seen during the first part of the year at Knotford Nook on 25th April and Otley on 15th
June. However, it was a good autumn with up to 8 birds reported present at Knotford Nook for much of
November and December (a very good number for the area). There were also 3 birds at Otley on 21st
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September ( and 2 briefly on 11th December), and 4 or 5 at F ewston between 8th and 15th December (MVB,
BOG, PJC, DLR, PBR).
NORTHERN PINTAIL (Anas acuta)
007 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor.
There were 2 males at Lindley Wood from 25th February to 181 March, with all the other sightings in the
autumn. There were single birds at Farnley lake on 12th October and at Knotford Nook on the 22nd, and a
female/immature at Lindley Wood on 6th December and the 14th (BOG, J&JD, PBR).
SHOVELER (Anas clypeata)
006 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
Only three sightings, all at the beginning of the year. There were a first year male and a female at Otley on
1st January (the female staying until the next day), and a female at Knotford Nook on the same day. There
was a pair at Kex Ghyll on 22nd March (BOG, PJC, CJC, PRo).
WIGEON (Anas penelope)
071 Sightings/07 Sites
Scarce breeding (probably only one site) resident/passage migrant: population stable/increasing.
Most sightings were for the period up to March and from late September onwards from Knotford Nook,
Otley, Farnley, the Washburn reservoirs and Grimwith. Pairs were seen pairing up at the usual breeding
site but no confirmed records of breeding were received. The highest number seen was 115 at Knotford
Nook on 10th November (MVB, BOG, JMC/AMG, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, GSH, PD&JBP, DLR,
PBR,JW).
TEAL (Anas crecca)
070 Sightings/JO Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: probably in shallow decline.
Regularly present at a number of sites in the W ashbum and Wharfedale valleys and breeding certainly
occurs in the area, although there were no confirmed records this year. Numbers are usually small
although in the Washburn, \vmCh is their stronghold, there were 13 5 at Lindley Wood on 25th September
and 100+ at Farnley on 7th November. Numbers were much smaller in the open waters along the Wharfe;
the maximum number at Otley was 30 on the 7th April; the species is rare at Knotford Nook (N&AB, BOG,
OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, H&JF, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, GT, JW).
POCHARD (Aythyaferina)
075 Sightings/06 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
This species remains relatively uncommon throughout our area, although sightings appeared to be up on
last year. Sightings were generally restricted to the colder months and to spring, although single birds were
recorded at both Knotford Nook and Otley during the summer. Otley GP was again the main site at the
start of the year with up to 6 there on 2nd January. However in the autumn, Knotford seemed to be proving
more popular than in previous years with counts there of between 10 and 20 during October and
November, compared with 6 or 7 at Otley during the same period. There were 4 at Chelker on 10th
January, 2 males at Lindley Wood in February and March, , and records of single birds at Fewston (1st
February) and Kex Ghyll (14th March) (BB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, DLR, PBR,
PRo).
SCAUP (Aythya marila)
013 Sightings/03Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
There was a male amongst a flock of tufted ducks at Fewston on 11th September. A female was seen
regularly at Otley and Knotford Nook from 17th November to the end of the year, commuting between the
two, but spending most of the time at Otley (BOG, PJC, CJC, PD&JBP).
TUFTED DUCK (Aythyafuligula)
088 Sightings/09 Sites
Common passage/winter visitor/local breeder: population probably stable.
Widespread on reservoirs in mid Wharfedale and lower Washburn at most times of the year and breeds at
selected sites. Good numbers at Knotford Nook and Otley with-50 present at each at the start of the year,
and 50 - 60 at the former in October and November and up to 36 at the latter. There were 22 at Chelker on
22nd June and a single record from upper Wharfedale of 3 at Grimwith on 23rd September. There were
attempts to breed at Otley but several nests were predated, possibly due to mink, \vmCh was seen regularly
in the area. This tends to hunt in the thick undergrowth on the edge of the water where this species nests
(BB, OB, BOG, PJC, CJC, LGD, H &JF, GSH, K&PL , PRo).
COMMON SCOTER. (Melanitta nigra)
001 Sightings/OJ Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
There were three at Lindley Wood on 9th August (BOG).
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GOLDENEYE (Bucephala clangula)
098 Sightings/JO Sites
Regular passage/winter visitor.
Present at a few sites in the mid-Wharfedale and Washburn with some birds still being seen into April.
Regularly observed at Knotford Nook and Otley, with a maximum of 31 at Otley in early March, and with
19 and 8 respectively at the sites in the last months of the year. Small numbers were present at Lindley
Wood and Fewston, the former usually being the best site to observe display behaviour at relatively close
quarters at the upstream end of the reservoir any time from February onwards. The 'last' record this year
from mid-Wharfedale was of a single bird present at Otley on 24th April, although there was a rare sighting
from upper-Wharfedale at Grassington on 2°d May (MVB, BB, N&AB, OB, BOG, PJC, CJC, J&JD, LGD,
H&JF, JF, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, DLR, PBR, PRo, GT).
GOOSANDER (Mergus merganser)
118 Sightings/39 Sites
Scarce breeding resident and common winter visitor. Population significantly increased in recent decades
but an apparent downturn in the last two years or so may be due to culling by fishing interests.
Widespread throughout our area as a wintering and breeding species. As usual the highest winter number
reported was 20 at Lindley Wood on 20th February and, later in the year, 25 on 13th December, somewhat
down on peak numbers typical 3 or 4 years ago. Sightings were reported throughout the length of the
Wharfe between Pool and Buckden, and also from Knotford Nook, Otley, Ben Rhydding GP, Swinsty,
Hoodstarth and Chelker. There were numerous reports of adults with young all along the river, with
breeding confirmed as far up as north of Kettlewell. A female on 12 eggs was reported to have taken over
a tawny owl nest at Weston, and another bred in an oak tree at Beamsley, whilst a female recorded at
Grassington with 17 juveniles on 27th July must surely have been doing some baby-sitting? The first
returning male (from the Norwegian fjords) in full breeding plumage was recorded at Strid Woods on 13th
November (MVB, A&DB, BOG, N&AB, PJC, CJC, JDe, JMC/AMG, CJC, LGD, H&JF, JF, GSH,
HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, PRo, GT, JLT).
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (Mergus serrator)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce visitor.
Single females at Chelker on 1st January and Lindley Wood on 8th April (both BOG).
006 Sightings/04 Sites
RUDDY DUCK (Oxyura jamaicensis)
Scarce passage migrant/local breeder: population suffering from a (controversial) national culling policy
to prevent this non-native species from North America hybridising with other European species,
particularly the rare Spanish white-headed duck.
A relatively recent addition to our fauna with a few sightings each year and possibly breeding at a private
site. Numbers were down (typically 1 - 3 c.f. 8 in the past) and the only sites with records were Otley,
Knotford Nook and Farnley plus an unusual record of 5 males at Grimwith on 10th August (BOG, PJC,
PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo).
OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)
010 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
Usually seen at local reservoirs or view-points en route to breeding/wintering grounds. Number of
sightings increasing, no doubt linked to the steady rise in numbers on the breeding grounds in Scotland.
This year there were comparable numbers of sightings between April and early June (4) and between late
August and late September (5) with single birds seen at Barden, Lindley Wood, Timble, Fewston, and
Otley. Unfortunately autumn again did not produce any lingering birds around the Washburn reservoirs as
has happened in the past and the longest recorded sighting was of 2 hours at Otley on 27th August. At
Barden the sightings included a single bird carrying a fish on 1st June (BOG, JDe, PBR).
RED KITE (Milvus milvus)
73 Sightings/23 Sites
Re-introduced species (Harewood 1999 - 2003) now established and breeding
This species continues to flourish at Harewood. The final releases took place this year (bringing the total
released to 72), and 30 young were raised. Although we have been disappointed in previous years at the
limited number of sightings of this marvellous raptor in our area (they have shown a clear inclination to
roam to the east), this year saw a very marked increase in reports. The first report of the year was from
Weeton with 2 birds overhead on 13th February, but the majority ofreports were from Barden. A roving
bird from Harewood, adopted by a local primary school and christened 'Lightening', took a liking to the
area and spent the summer commuting between there and Harewood, spending 4 days at a time at each!
Reports were received in every month but January, but there was a distinct drop of in frequency from
October onwards. Most other sightings were naturally from the east of the area, throughout the Washburn
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and up to Menston, but there were also 2 reports from Grim.with (March and April) and 1 from Kilnsea
(September). The maximum number of birds seen was of 3 at Timble in March and May, although there
was a report of 8 just outside the area over Bingley Moor on 15th May (MVB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC,
CJC, JDe, LGD, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, PRo, JLT, PW).
MARSH HARRIER (Circus aeruginosus)
019 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
Another good year - Barden Fell produced a number of sightings between 20th March and 29th August.
There were 4 other sightings from Sandwith Moor on 22°d March, Kex Ghyll on 16th April (the only male)
and 4th September (the last of the year), and Dob Park on 27th August (BOG).
HEN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus)
056 Sightings/JO Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
There were a good number of sightings this year from Barden, Rombalds Moor, Askwith and Denton
Moors, Kex Gill, Snowden Crags, Timble and Sandwith Moor. Sightings covered most months of the year
including summer (apart from June and July), which has not always been the case in the past. The
sightings were usually of single birds, but 3 were seen at Barden on 17th October and there were frequent
sightings of 2 in mid-Wharfedale in April and May. A female was seen with a juvenile at Barden on 7th
December (BOG, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, K&PL, AP&GF, PBR, JBS, GT, JLT).
186 Siglttings/49 Sites
BUZZARD (Buteo buteo)
Scarce breeder/passage migrant/visitor: population has increased recently.
Undoubtedly spreading back into the area after a long decline, with a good number of sightings again this
year, although persecution may well be an ongoing factor. As usual Barden produced most sightings
covering every month of the year with at least 4 always present (and usually 6 or 7), and with 10 recorded
twice during August. There was also a sighting of 8 birds in Littondale on 7th September. There were
sightings throughout mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, as well as regular sightings from the Bolton
Abbey Estate and Littondale, and from Kettlewell and Buckden in upper-Wharfedale. There were a
number of reports of successful breeding from mid-Wharfedale and upper Wharfedale, including
Littondale (MVB, BB, BOG, DB, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, J&JD, H&JF, JF, GSH, HJ&BS, D&ML,
K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, PRo, GT, JLT).
SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter nisus)
143 Sightings/41 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population stable.
The number and range of sightings reflect the widespread distribution of this species; reports were received
from a good selection of sites in Wharfedale and the Washburn. This is a bird likely to be seen at any
locality where woodland is in the vicinity, and a number of reports have been received of hunting ( often
successful) in gardens. After the widespread carnage of species reported last year, either the birds ( or
reporters) have been more selective this year and only starlings and robins were reported as being taken
(BB, N&AB, BOG, DB, A&DB, PJC, CJC, JCu, J&JD, LGD, GSH, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, DLR, PRo, GT, JW).

GOSHAWK (Accipiter gentilis)
009 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce passage migrant: may breed in the area.
It was a poor year for this species with only occasional sightings at Barden in March and April, although
there were good views of one soaring over Beamsley with 2 buzzards on 16th March. The only other firm
record was a close and protracted sighting in Littondale on 12th September (BOG, AP&GF, GT). There
were no firm sightings from the east of the area. There was one possible sighting at a traditional site in the
Washburn. More surprisingly, there were 3 possible but unexpected sightings recorded in the
Otley/Chevin area by 2 separate recorders.
KESTREL (Falco tinnunculus)
161 Sightings/56 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: national population decline not apparent locally.
Reported in small numbers, usually individuals or pairs. Sightings were concentrated in the Washburn and
mid-Wharfedale with no reports north of Barden apart from Grim.with and Buckden. Winter sightings may
include birds from the continent. There were several records of larger numbers with up to 6 at Barden on
3rd April and 5 hunting together at Buckden on 14th September. Also a sighting of a bird having a late
supper on the Burley bypass, feeding beside road under the street lights at 2000! There were only two
records of young - with 4 raised at Denton and 3 flying with an adult at Howgill. It is tempting with the
number of sightings and the occasional report that the species is doing well to hope that the national
decline (30% between 1994 and 2002 in the BTO survey) may not be applicable in our area (BB, N&AB,
BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, JF, GSH, D&ML, K&PL, DLR, PRo, GT).
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HOBBY (Falco subbuteo)
028 Sightings/07 Sites
Scarce summer visitor/probable breeder: population increasing.
This species is undoubtedly spreading northwards and the number of sightings is consequently increasing
to the extent that breeding in the area now seems highly likely for this species - it is renowned for being
exceptionally secretive through the breeding cycle and nest sites are therefore hard to find. There were
several sightings at Barden (two of 4 birds) and a bird was seen regularly in the Menston/Guiseley area
until 26th June. Other sightings were from Lindley Wood, Sword Point, Otley and Menston/Burley Water
treatment Works. The last sighting was of one chasing hirundines at Barden on 9th September (BOG, JDe,
K&PL, PBR, PRo, JLT).
PEREGRINE (Fa/co peregrinus)
063 Sightings/14 Sites
Scarce resident/passage/probable breeder: population increasing.
A number of sightings this year included juveniles so breeding may well have occurred successfully. Most
reports were of single birds and covered nearly all months of the year. There were several sightings 2
juveniles in the upper Wharfe valley in June and July. There were also sightings from Sword Point,
Blubberhouses, Timble, Snowden Moor, the Chevin, Rombald's Moor and Littondale (MVB, N&AB,
BOG, PJC, K&PL, AP&GF, DLR, GT, PW)
MERLIN (Falco columbarius)
068 Sightings/25 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population probably stable.
The number of reports suggests the species is holding its own in the area. Sightings covered midWharfedale and the Washburn, and upper Wharfedale up as far as Grimwith and Littondale - one reporter
was lucky enough to watch a male calling and displaying at Simon's Seat on 21st March. Almost all the
reports were receive between late February and late September. There was adverse weather including
heavy rain at a critical time in the breeding cycle of this species. However, although nests were lost on the
Bolton Abbey Estate and the Halifax area, successful breeding occurred in several places in midWharfedale (BOG, N&AB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, JLT, JW).
RED GROUSE (Lagopus lagopus)
026 Sightings/12 Sites
Common breeding resident: population generally stable but subject to setbacks.
Several reports that this was another quite good year for local moors - in what appears to be one of the
more successful periods for this species. Reports were received from the moors around the Bolton Abbey
Estate, mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn. Evidence of breeding was reported from Barden Fell and
Thruscross (BOG, N&AB, PJC, JDe, H&JF, JF, GSH, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, JW).
RED LEGGED PARTRIDGE (Alectoris rufa)
022 Sightings/11 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident, all.from released birds: population stable except where releases occur.
The usual small number of records this year with a few from the Washburn, but most from the Bolton
Abbey Estate and upper Wharfedale including Grimwith, Kilnsey and Arncliffe. They are easily seen,
often in good numbers, around Grimwith where many are released, although the greatest number recorded
was 7 at Barden on 3rd January. A female with 12 chicks was seen at Arncliffe (BOG, D&HB, PJC, H&JF,
JF, GSH, K&PL, PRo).
GREY PARTRIDGE (Perdix perdix)
050 Sightings/22 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident: population thought to be declining except where releases occur.
Only a few widely dispersed records this year from across the region with no apparent strongholds for this
species; the most :frequent reports being from the well-watched Otley. Sightings were mostly of one or two
birds, the exceptions being 10 at Otley on 5th September, 13 at Troller's Ghyll on 27th September, 12 at
Burley Moor on 3rd October and 11 at Grassington on 22nd October. The only breeding record was of a
female with 10 young at Otley on 16th July (N&AB, BOG, OB, D&HB, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF, GSH, K&PL,
PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, JLT)
COMMON PHEASANT (Phasianus colchicus) (C)
Common breeding resident subject to extensive rearing/releases: population stable overall.
This common bird is subject to significant releases throughout our area ensuring they are numerous in most
areas, mainly on the valley sides and moorland fringes, although they are significantly under-recorded
(A&DB, BOG, AMG, OB, GSH, D&ML, K&PL, DLR).
WATER RAIL (Rallus aquaticus)
010 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
The majority of reports were of single birds seen/heard at Otley between January and April and September
and December, although there was a single record of 3 birds there on the 3rd December. There was only
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one other record from Low Dam below Thruscross on 15th April (BOG, OB, PJC, K&PL, PBR)
MOORHEN (Gallinula chloropus) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable.
There appears to be a healthy population of this species, although there has been a problem in the recent
past of predation from Mink. They appear to be restricted to the lowland reservoirs and watercourses.
There were good numbers at Otley and Knotford Nook throughout the year, peaking at -10 birds, but the
peak number recorded was 41 on the river at Addingham on 23rd December. A number of breeding reports
were received from Otley Wetlands, Bolton Bridge, Lindley Wood, Addingham, Barden, Denton Hall
Lake, Farnley lake (MVB, A&DB, BOG, OB, PJC, H&JF, GSH, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, DLR, PRo).
COOT (Fulica atra) (C)
Locally common breeding migrant: population stable.
Much under-reported breeding bird, which undertakes local migration to the lowest reaches of our area in
winter. This species appears to still be doing well in the valleys. The maximum count was at Knotford
with an astonishing high of 242 on 8th December, whilst Otley held c150 on 1st March, both numbers rather
down on last year. There were breeding reports from several sites (A&DB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, GSH,
HJ&BS, K&PL, PRo, GT).
OYSTERCATCHER (Haematopus ostralegus)
103 Sightings/41 Sites
Locally common breeding migrant: population probably increasing.
Breeding bird that leaves our area in winter. There was yet again plenty of evidence of an early return to
breeding areas, this species having widely established itself in the area as a breeding bird in recent times.
The first recorded return of 23rd January at Otley ignores a single bird seen on the Wharfe near Bolton
Bridge on 11th January, which was also present at the end of last year and which was either a particularly
early bird or perhaps injured. The maximum seen in the year was 61 at Otley on 6th March. Breeding was
observed in a wide variety of locations including Otley, Kex Gill, Grimwith and Denton. A number of
young were raised at Otley but there was also a fair amount of predation (MVB, N&AB, BOG, OB,
A&DB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, J&JD, H&JF, JF, GSH, D&RH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, DLR,
PRo, GT, JW).
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius dubius)
038 Sightings/09 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: stable population.
Records are usually mostly restricted to sites in mid Wharfedale and the upper Washburn; this year they
were also submitted from Lower Barden Reservoir (where the maximum number of 5+ was recorded on 3rd
August). Breeding was confirmed at the two 'usual' sites (BOG, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP,
AP&GF, PBR, PRo, GT).
COMMON RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula)
021 Sightings/OS Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population stable.
Recorded at a small number of sites mainly in the Washburn and mid Wharfedale, but also at Barden and
Grimwith. Successful breeding took place on one of these sites at least (MVB, BOG, PJC, JDe, K&PL,
PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, PRo, GT, JW).
GOLDEN PLOVER (Pluvialis apricaria)
056 Sightings/31 Sites
Uncommon moorland breeding migrant/passage visitor:
population probably in decline.
A significant number of sightings from a large variety of
locations. The largest number was 400+ on Sandwith Moor in
March and December, and at Barden in April. Other moorland
sightings of large groups were Hawksworth (310) and Hoodstorth
(200+ ), both in April, and 200+ on Middleton early in the year.
Breeding is likely to have occurred at many moorland locations
throughout our area but no direct proof of breeding was submitted
(MVB, N&AB, BOG, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, HJ&BS, K&PL,
PD&JBP, DLR, PBR, PRo, GT, JLT, JW).
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GREY PLOVER (Pluvialis squatarola)
001 Sightings/OJ Sites
Rare passage migrant.
One flew east over Otley on 1st January (BOG)
NORTHERN LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus)
111 Sightings/40 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population may be declining.
Our area remains a stronghold for this species - although numbers may have declined the reduction has
been nothing like as marked as the national picture for lowland areas. This is a breeding bird in our area
that usually migrates west and/or south out of the recording area in winter. Winter sightings oflarge flocks
are thought likely to be from the continent. Maximum flocks were 500+ in the air at Manor Park on 18th
January, -450+ at Chelker on 22nd January and 300 at Otley on 5th February, whilst there were 1000 in the
air at Otley on 4th December. Birds were reported to be on breeding territory on 28th February near
Kettlewell and widespread in the Washburn in small flocks with early birds on territory on 2nd March.
Breeding was proven at Otley, Askwith, Beamsley, Denton, Middleton and Reva Hill, Menston. It was
generally reported to have been a good breeding year at most of these sites, with 30 chicks ringed at Otley,
although there were reported not to be many birds on Middleton Moor this year (MVB, BB, A&DB,
N&AB, BOG, OB, CJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, JF, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR,
PRo, GT, JLT, JW).
DUNLIN (Calidris alpina)
009 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce passage visitor: probably still breeds in the area but numbers much reduced.
Records from a variety of locations including Kex Gill, Otley, Fewston, Lindley Wood, March Ghyll
Reservoir and Barden Pike. Most records were for a single bird and all were between March and
November. The highest number seen was 4 at Lindley Wood on 30th November (BOG, CJC, JDe, LGD,
HJ&BS, PBR).
GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus)
006 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage visitor.
Most records from Lindley Wood with single birds on 12th and 15th April, and 2nd and 9th August. A single
bird was also seen on the Wharfe between Grassington and Conistone (BOG, K&PL, PBR, JLT)
COMM:ON SANDPIPER (Actitis hypoleucos)
059 Sightings/22 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: national population decline not apparent locally.
Present throughout the area at suitable sites in spring/summer. A good number of records were received,
usually of 1 or 2 birds, between 14th April and 24th August. Sightings were throughout Washurn, along the
complete length of the Wharfe and from Grimwith Reservoir, where the highest number of 6 pairs was
recorded on 4th May. Breeding was only reported from above Yockenthwaite (N&AB, BOG, PJC, CJC,
JDe, LGD, H&JF, JF, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PRo, GT, JLT).
COMMON REDSHANK (Tringa totanus)
078 Sightings/23 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable.
Numbers of reports were plentiful this year throughout the area including several sites in the Washburn and
Rombald's Moor, Otley, Barden, Grimwith, Hebden and Arncliffe: there were 8 birds at Fewston and Otley
in April. The only record of breeding was of 3 young at Otley. The only winter records were of single
birds at Otley GP and Lindley Wood in early November (BOG, OB, D&HB, PJC, JMC/AMG, CJC, JDe,
H&JF, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, PRo, GT, JW).
COMMON GREENSHANK (Tringa nehularia)
004 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce passage visitor.
This is an uncommon migrant for the area with records usually restricted to summer. Sightings were from
Grimwith (PJC) on 29th June, Otley on 12 August and Kex Ghyll that same evening, and overflying
Knotford Nook on 26th August (BOG, PJC, JLT).
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa limosa)
002 Sightings/OJ Sites
Rare passage migrant.
Bird in winter plumage present at Otley on 15th and 16th June (PBR, PRo)
CURLEW (Numenius arquata)
081 Sightings/37 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable.
A widespread breeding bird throughout the area at suitable sites, it usually moves west and south for
winter. Appears to be doing well. Also over-winters in the Wharfe valley bottom (although these may
well be continental birds) if there is no severe weather to drive them away. There were large flocks along
the Wharfe between Otley and Ilkley during January and February - 400 at Otley on 4th January, 350 at
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Ben Rhydding GP on 8th January, 250 at Manor Park on 18th January, and 520 at Denton on 5th February.
At the end of the year there was again a flock of 250+ at Manor Park Bends on 15th November. It is worth
noting that these figures represents two/three per cent of inland wintering Curlew in the UK and are
therefore of considerable significance! There were sightings from a wide variety of locations with
breeding confirmed on many moorland and moorland fringe sites. There is no doubt that our area remains
a stronghold for this species (MVB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, J&JD, H&JF, JF, GSH, D&RH,
HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, DLR, PRo, GT, JW).
WHIMBREL (Numenius pltacopus)
002 Siglttings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
Only 2 birds seen this year overflying Sword Point Plantation 11th April and Timble on 1st August (BOG).
WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticola)
027 Siglttings/11 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant/winter visitor: probably in decline.
Thought to breed extensively throughout the area at appropriate sites. Numbers are supplemented by
continental migrants in winter with resident birds thought to over-winter if not too cold. Most sightings
were from Timble Ings, but records were received from other parts of the Washburn, Otley, Sun Lane,
Denton, Barden and Strid and Struff Woods. Most records were for the first few months of the year and
the most seen was up to 6 roding birds at Timble Ings on 2nd June (N&AB, BOG, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF,
AP&GF, PBR, PRo, GT, JLT).
COMMON SNIPE (Gallinago gallinago)
072 Siglttings/27 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population either stable or in shallow decline.
This is a well-established breeding species in the area thanks to the extensive availability (albeit much
reduced from the historical position) of its breeding habitat of marshland, especially around moorland sites.
It will usually be under-recorded because of its secretive habits outside the breeding season. It is subject to
movement out of the area in winter but may retain a presence at lower valley sites such as Otley if the
winter weather is not severe. There were early records of 3 birds at Otley on 1st January and 1 at Langbar
on 5th January. The greatest numbers reported were 20+ at Sandwith Moor on 19th November and Otley
Wetlands on 23rd March. Records were received from moors throughout mid-Wharfedale and the
Washburn, as well as from Barden and Grimwith. The only confirmed report of breeding were from
Burley/Hawksworth/Bingley moor area, but there were numerous reports of drumming and displays with
the Sandwith moor area appearing particularly active (BB, N&AB, BOG, DB, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD,
JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, JLT).
JACK SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minimus)
003 Siglttings/03 Sites
Rare migrant/winter visitor.
There were three sightings this year - one was flushed on Kex Ghyll Moor on 13th April (BOG), 1 flushed
on start of Long Dyke and one seen on Little Almscliffe/Sandwith Moor 22nd November (BOG, PJC, JLT).
BLACK HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be declining after big increase in
recent decades.
This species winters in the area in large numbers with roosts of - 2500 at Swinsty, for example, in January.
These large roosts commence in late September and build to a peak by February then rapidly diminish
towards the breeding season (down to only 4 in mid-March). Breeding occurs on local moors insofar as it
is allowed by gamekeepers, who usually discourage large colonies ( a number of nests with eggs were
removed from Kex Ghyll at the end of May). The main site is at Upper Barden where 500+ were observed
in mid-March. Most Gulls seen in the area through the year will be this species - one observer has
described them in the past as 'numerous and ubiquitous' (A&DB, N&AB, BOG, CJC, H&JF, GSH,
HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, PRo).
COMMON GULL (Larus canus)
018 Siglttings/08 Sites
Common passage/winter visitor: small number ofbreeding records.
A species which usually only winters in the area although a few immatures have been observed through
summer and a small number are thought to breed in the Upper Barden Black-headed Gull colony.
There were reports of flocks of - 3500 at the Swinsty gull roost in January, - 250 at Otley in mid January
and large flocks in Littondale in mid-March. Late in the year, 180+ were reported from Otley on 11th
December and 105+ from Lindley Wood on the 4th. May be seen at any time in small groups or often a
few mixed in with Black-headed Gulls (N&AB, BOG, PJC, CJC, JF, K&PL, GT).
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MEDITTERANEAN GULL (Larus melanocepltalus)
002 Siglttings/02 Sites
Rare visitor.
An adult was seen at Otley Wetlands on 24th January and a second year bird at Knotford Nook on 6th
December (BOG).
HERRING GULL (Larus argentatus)
007 Sightings/OS Sites
Uncommon visitor breeding at one known locality.
Less common than other Gulls with just a few reports each year. There are a small number of breeding
pairs at the Upper Barden Black-headed Gull colony. Sightings reported included 20+ at the Swinsty gull
roost on 1st January 19th and 14 at Knotford Nook on 19th December (A&DB, BOG).
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus)
022 Siglttings/11 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: probably declining due to control at breeding sites.
This species both winters in the area and breeds on local moors, where not disturbed by gamekeepers
concerned by their propensity to eat anything that moves! No large counts were reported but small
numbers were seen on a number of occasions throughout the year, the largest being 12at Kex Ghyll on 22nd
March, 7+ at Grimwith on 29th June and 5 over Denton on 20th September (BOG, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, GSH,
K&PL, PD&JBP,).
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus)
011 Siglttings/08 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
A few birds winter in the area eventually flying north to their breeding grounds, although the odd immature
may stay all year. Reported sightings were in short supply with the highest numbers being 24+ at Kex
Ghyll on 11th January, and 7 at the Swinsty roost and Timble also in early January, whilst 4 were recorded
at Fewston on 4th May. (BOG, CJC, JDe)
BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE (Rissa tridactyla)
001 Siglttings/01 Sites
Rare passage/winter visitor.
One flew north over Kex Ghyll on 22nd March (BOG).
COMMON TERN (Sterna ltirundo)
031 Siglttings/03 Sites
Scarce passage migrant: occasionally breeds.
Usually a few birds pass through on migration and this year was no exception with 2 birds at Chelker on
21st May and 1 at Lindley Wood on 15th October. The highest number was of 6 at Otley on 25th May, but
unfortunately 3 attempts to breed there all failed with the eggs destroyed/predated, possibly due to the
lower water levels there this year (N&AB, BOG, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF, K&PL, PBR, DLR, PRo, GT).
FERAL PIGEON (Columba livia) (C)
Uncommon resident breeder: population probably stable.
Mainly seen in urban areas of Ilkley and Otley with a few small groups also in rural areas.
STOCK DOVE (Columba oenas)
019 Siglttings/17 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Although probably present all year in most years, numbers likely to fluctuate during winter as resident
birds move out in a cold snap and it may disappear altogether for a time. This is very much a rural bird in
the area and is certainly under-recorded. Extensive observations in the Washburn valley suggest that this
area is a stronghold. Numbers recorded tended to be between 1 and 5, with by far the largest number
recorded being 40 feeding on a brassica field at Kex Ghyll on 11th January (MVB, A&DB, BOG, PJC,
CJC, LGD, JF, K&PL, AP&GF, PBR, DLR).
WOOD PIGEON (Columba palumbus) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Under-recorded species, which is present all year in good numbers throughout the area but with a tendency
to move to the lower parts of the valleys in winter and may disappear in a severe cold spell. Sightings of
large numbers were recorded during the summer with one record of them 'stripping local hollies before the
redwings arrived'. However, there was no indication of large numbers wintering here this year, with
numbers distinctly down in the Washburn by year's end (A&DB, PJC, CJC, GSH, D&RH, K&PL, PBR, JW).
COLLARED DOVE (Streptopelia decaocto) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Much under-recorded, it tends to be concentrated in urban, suburban and village environments and regular
garden visitor and is surprisingly rare in rural habitats (PJC, HJ&BS, GSH, K&PL, GT, JW).
CUCKOO (Cuculus canorus)
056 Siglttings/29 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population declining.
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The first birds recorded on 23rd April at Ilkley Tam (in the Ilkley
Gazette) and at Harden Gill, a few days later than usual, but the main
feature this year was that the bulk of birds were 2 - 3 weeks late
arriving. Even so it was generally felt to be a poor year (BTO records
show a 25% decline between 1994 and 2002), and the maximum
number recorded was 5 on Snowden Crags on 28th May and 4 on Ilkley
Exhausted cuckoo landed on
Moor on the 26th. Sightings were distributed fairly uniformly across the
the lawn, Panorama Drive, llkley
moors of mid-Wharfedale, the Washburn and the Bolton Abbey Estate,
with marginally more sightings in the last area. There were no records
of young this year (N&AB, BOG, D&HB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, J&JD, H&JF, JF, AMG, GSH, D&ML, K&PL,
PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, GT).
TAWNY OWL (Strix aluco)
056 Sightings/23 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Again sparsely recorded in Upper Wharfedale, no doubt linked to the reduced woodland cover, but
apparently widespread elsewhere. Records, including from gardens, were received for most months of the
year. A roosting bird at Otley was seen fairly frequently. It was another poor breeding season, as it has
been for the past 2 or 3 years. This may well have been due to the poor weather in April. Three young
were successfully raised in Menston from a single nest, but only 2 young were raised from 6 nests north of
the river between Askwith and Ilkley (BOG, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR,
PRo, GT, JW).
LONG-EARED OWL (Asio otus)
008 Sightings/OJ Sites
Scarce breeding migrant.
This year confirmed previous beliefs that this elusive species breeds in our area more than previously
thought, a discovery due to the efforts of a local ornithologist. It is believed that 5 pairs produced 16
young at one site. Last year's suggestion that other sites in the lower valleys have been located was not
confirmed this year and no other records were received. The species is thought to vacate our area in winter
(although one was seen on 26th October) (N&AB, CJC, JLT).
SHORT EARED OWL (Asio flammeus)
049 Sightings/22 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/resident: population either stable or in shallow decline.
Mostly vacates our area in winter and all the sightings this year were between 7th March and 27th
September, the 2 earliest dates being from Rombalds Moor and the final sighting from Troller's Ghyll,
although up to 6 were wintering just outside the area on Kildwick Moor at the beginning of the year. It
was quite a good year for numbers with 4 on the eastern edge of the Washburn on 13th March and 3 on
Rombalds Moor on the 7th March. Sightings were reported from the moors of mid-Wharfedale and the
Washburn, and from Barden and Grimwith, with perhaps the most unusual sighting being of one flying
over Ilkley's Coronation Hospital on 23rd April. There were 2 confirmed records of breeding - one was
from Rombald's Moor when an adult was seen with fledged young on 18th June, the other was at a site in
the Washburn where an adult was seen with 2 young on 20th April. There were no records at the end of the
year possibly, it has been suggested, because of a shortage of voles because of the dry summer (MHA,
BOG, D&HB, PJC, JDe, LGD, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PRo, GT, JLT, JW).
LITTLE OWL (Athene noctua)
048 Sightings/35 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population stable.
Generally seems to be doing well (in line with the BTO figures of a 26% increase between 1994 and 2002).
Records were received from across the area, from Leathley in the east to Beckermonds in the north;
sightings occurred throughout the year but were concentrated between March and June. Most sightings
were of single birds, but several pairs were recorded, whilst the largest numbers recorded were 4 at Halton
Gill on 24th July with a similar number heard at Leathley on 11th September. There was a confirmed
breeding record from a site, used for many years, in an oak tree at Lindley Green, whilst a juvenile was
seen at Barden (MVB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR,
PRo, JLT, JW).
EUROPEAN NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus europaeus)
012 Sightings/OJ Sites
Scarce passage migrant - bred in area for second year running.
A pair, including the male present last year, returned to the same site in the Washburn and bred
successfully. Two young were raised, but a second brood with one egg in a separate nest was predated. A
search for nightjar at other possible sites in the area proved unsuccessful (BOG, CJC, JF, AP&GF, PRo, GT).
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SWIFT (Apus apus)
039 Sightings/21 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable/may be in shallow decline.
A species that is primarily recorded in the periods shortly after its arrival and immediately before its
departure. Numbers seemed to be down this year (in line with the BTO national trend of a 30% reduction
between 1994 and 2002). It was recorded throughout Wharfedale but concentrated in the lower valleys
with nest sites typically in urban areas. It was not a good year for large flocks with the highest number
being 80+ over Otley on 3rd May (BB, N&AB, BOG, OB, D&HB, PJC, JMC/AMG, CJC, D&ML, K&PL,
PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, JLT).
ALPINE SWIFT (Apus melba)
001 Sightings/OJ Sites
Extremely rare passage migrant.
A single bird was seen over the boating lake adjacent to Otley on 26th April (BB). It was amongst a newly
arrived group of swifts and was watched for 15 minutes. It was one of a small influx of about a dozen
birds seen across the country over the subsequent week. A record of the sighting (Annex B), the first for
the area, has been submitted to the reviewing committee.
KINGFISHER (Alcedo atthis)
068 Sightings/27 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident along suitable rivers and lagoons: population probably stable/slightly
increasing.
It was a good year for a species that appears to be thriving at the moment, presumably because of the
absence of prolonged, hard, winters. This is in line with quite significant increases at national level (76%
increase between 1994 and 2002). Reports throughout the year were primarily along the river throughout
mid-Wharfedale, although it was also well recorded up to Grass Wood and even seen as far up as Buckden;
it was less common in the Washburn. Evidence of breeding at several sites with 'only' 1 brood raised in
Pool, 3 young fledged at Ben Rhydding GP in late May and young being fed in Otley at the end of July
(MHA, MVB, N&AB, BOG, OB, D&HB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, J&JD, H&JF, JF, GSH, HJ&BS, D&ML,
K&PL, PD&JBP, PQ, DLR, PBR, PRo, GT, JW).
GREEN WOODPECKER (Picus viridis)
069 Sightings/42 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Appears to be holding its own throughout the area. Records received were usually of single birds, often
detected by their distinctive 'yaffle', although one Beamsley garden was lucky enough to have one visiting
regularly. Records covered as far up the Wharfe valley as Yockenthwaite and throughout the Washburn up
to Thruscross, with slightly more sightings from the Bolton Abbey estate and the Washburn areas. The
highest count was 4 seen between Burnsall and Linton Falls on 14th June. Only evidence of breeding was 2
juveniles at Timble on 15th July (MVB, N&AB, BOG, PJC, CJC, LGD, H&JF, JF, D&RH, K&PL,
PD&JBP, DLR, PQ, AP&GF, PRo, GT, JLT, JW).
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopus major)
091 Sightings/46 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
A fair number of reports for a species that is generally felt to be doing well in our area (in line with the
national trends in the BTO survey of a 70% increase between 1994 and 2003). The species is fairly
common throughout the more wooded parts of the area and was widely recorded up as far as Grass Wood.
It is also a favourite and well recorded garden bird, and there were records of young coming to feeders
from Addingham, Menston and Ben Rhydding between 1st June and 19th September, suggesting a good
breeding season. There were numerous other records this year of breeding from Otley, Sun Lane, Askwith,
Middleton Woods, Nell Bank and Low Snowden (MVB, N&AB, BOG, PJC, JDe, LGD, J&JD, JF, AMG,
GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, AP&GF, PQ, DLR, PRo, GT, JLT, JW).
LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopus minor)
009 Sightings/09 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population possibly in decline.
This species is not far from the northern limit of its range and remains difficult to find. It was a
disappointing year and any attempts at breeding appear to have been thwarted. 2 were seen on Sandwith
Moor but their holes were taken over by starlings and a squirrel. Single birds were seen in woodland near
Ilkley earlier in the year and there was evidence of new holes but nothing subsequently, whilst only 2 birds
were present in mid-Washburn - one at a spot where they bred last year, the other at Lindley Wood. Other
sightings were from Bolton Abbey village, Strid Woods, Farnley, Denton, Farnley and Thruscross (BOG,
JDe, AP&GF, PRo).
SKYLARK (Alauda arvensis)
033 Sightings/23 Sites
Common breeding resident: national population decline but probably holding own in area.
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There is a national population decline ohhis species (14% recorded by the BTO between 1994 and 2002)
but it may be holding up in our area, although it is not well recorded. Favoured sites were spread
throughout mid- Wharfedale and the Washburn, with fewer records in upper Wharfedale and none from
north of Kettlewell. It is generally recorded throughout the year ( except December) the last sighting being
a pair of birds at Farnley on 17th November, but was unrecorded this year during the hot summer months of
July through to September. There were no records of large numbers of birds, but 8 were recorded at
Burley on 22nd March and 10 at Fewston on 4th April (N&AB, BOG, PJC, CJC, JDe, H&JF, JF, K&PL,
PBR, PRo, GT, JW).
SAND MARTIN (Riparia riparia)
038 Sightings/JS Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population .fluctuates.
Nesting colonies were noted along the Wharfe at suitable sites up to Grassington but there was universal
agreement that colony sizes were well down everywhere this year, possibly due to the August floods in the
summer of 2002 in which a lot of chicks were drowned. The colony at Pool, often well over 100 had only
a few, there were only 10 pairs opposite Otley, Paradise Lithe north of Addingham had none this year,
whilst the Arncliffe colony, numbering -100 last year was down to 20 pairs (MVB, N&AB, BOG, OB,
PJC, CJC, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, PRo, GT, JLT, JW).
BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica)
053 Sightings/24 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline.
This species appears to be well distributed throughout the area, mainly in rural areas wherever suitable
nesting sites exist. Signs of another year with further reductions in numbers. There were several reports of
flocks approaching 100 - 90+ at Barden on 6th April, and 80 from Lindley Wood and 70+ over Otley, both
in early September, but these were all well below the peak of 250+ recorded last year in the autumn.
Breeding was reported from Knotford Nook and Arncliffe but it was regarded as a poor year with brood
sizes down and some dead in nests (MVB, N&AB, BOG, D&HB, PJC, JF, D&ML, K&PL, OB, AP&GF, DLR,
PRo, JLT, JW).
HOUSE MARTIN (Deliclton urbica)
021 Sightings/16 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline.
An under-reported species, but where numbers were generally reckoned to be down this year. There were
records of small flocks in the spring with 20 - 25 at Otley and Knotford Nook in late April, and rather
larger flocks in the late summer with the greatest number being 80+ on Reva Hill during August. There
was an unexplained disaster at the traditional breeding site in Timble with only 3 young raised in 14 nests
and most empty or full of dead mature young along with some adults (MVB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC,
JMC/AMG, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, PRo).
MEADOW PIPIT (Anthus pratensis)
040 Sightings/20 Sites
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population in decline nationally but probably holding
up locally.
Mainly found high on the valley sides but usually moves off the moors and down the valleys in winter.
Overall numbers however are probably reduced from a few years ago. Birds were being seen early in
January with a single bird at Whetstone Gate on the 3 d. The small number of reports received of this much
under-reported species usually refer to a few only, with the exception of early-morning migration when
observers saw large numbers passing through Kex Ghyll spasmodically between mid August and mid
October. Indicative of the large numbers involved during migration was an estimate from Paul Clough,
south of Keighley, of between 40 and 45,000 passing through during the autumn migration! The only
report of breeding was of a nest with 3 eggs which hatched on Burley Moor around 22nd July (MVB, BOG,
DB, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, N&AB, CJC, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, DLR, PRo, GT, JLT).
TREE PIPIT (Anthus trivia/is)
024 Sightings/JO Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing.
Although still uncommon in the area, the Washburn valley has certainly seen an increase in recent years at
suitable sites on the valley side, although numbers were reported do"Wtl this year. There were also a good
number of records from Langstrothdale between Buckden and Beckermonds, where 3 were reported
singing in May and June. At least 2 pairs were seen at Timble and 2 at Sword Point and Bland Hill, and
breeding was suspected at the first site. Other sites included Burley and Ilkley Moors. The highest number
reported was 5+ at Kex Ghyll on 10th August during the autumn migration (BOG, PJC, CJC, K&PL,
PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, PRo).
1
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PIED WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba)
074 Sightings/31 Sites
Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population possibly increasing.
Present throughout the year with some local movement including coming together in large roosting flocks
in winter in the lower stretches of the valleys. However the large roost in central Ilkley again appears not
to have been utilised this year. The largest collection reported was 18 at Fewston on 19th March. Unlike
last year with only 1 record of breeding there were 10 reports of young throughout mid Wharfedale, the
Washburn and up as far as Howgill this year. Young were reported over an extended period between the
end of May and the end of August. The population of this species would appear to be in a healthy state.
There were also 3 reports of white wagtails (different race from the continent) at Fewston and Knotford
Nook between mid-March and the end of April (N&AB, BOG, PJC, JDe, LGD, H&JF, GSH, HJ&BS,
K&PL, OB, JF, PRo, GT)
YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla jlava)
023 Sightings/09 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: just about holding on despite significant decline over recent
decades.
A rather poor year mirroring what is happening nationally (BTO record a 14% reduction between 1994 and
2002). As usual most reports were from upper Wharfedale, although there were up to 10 present at
Knotford Nook between 16th and 26th April, and there were 2 brief sightings in the Washburn on autumn
migration in mid to late September. It was a poor year for breeding with the only 2 firm records, both from
Littondale. For the first time there were no records from a favoured area at Starbotton, where 'several of
the favoured fields had a lot of thistles and ranker grass so that management has obviously changed for the
worst'. The birds at Knotford Nook included up to 2 members of the blue-headed race (Mf flava) (GSH,
BOG, PD&JBP, JW, GT, N&AB, CJC, JDe, MVB, AP&GF, JLT).
GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla cinerea)
090 Sightings/44 Sites
Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population probably increasing.
Appears to have had another good season - this is one of those species that benefits significantly from the
absence of harsh winters and is currently plentiful and widespread at suitable sites (BTO report a 52%
increase between 1994 and 2002). Extensive sightings were submitted from throughout the area and
covered all months of the year. Reports of successful breeding came from both the Wharfe and Washburn
valleys incl. Burley, Barden, Strid Woods, Grassington, Pool, Thruscross and Y ockenthwaite (A&DB, DB,
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N&AB, BOG, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, J&JD, H&JF, JF, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, PQ, DLR, PRo, GT, JW)

WREN (Troglodytes troglodytes) (C)
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
A widespread species even up on to the moors. Several records of breeding from a variety sites. This is
one of our commonest, most successful birds which is benefiting from our current mild winters (BTO
record a 14% increase between 1994 and 2002) (A&DB, N&AB, H&JF, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PRo, GT, JW).
DIPPER (Cinclus cine/us)
076 Sightings/31 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing.
The species appears to be doing very well in the area ( despite the national BTO figures showing a 25%
reduction between 1994 and 2002): it was noted that they were more numerous above Barden Bridge than
in past years and thriving in the Otley area. Reports were received from most stretches of the river
between Pool and Beckermonds (including Burley where they are reported to be rare), and in Littondale.
There were 3 sightings from the Washburn where they are not common, and even a report from Mill Gill in
the centre ofilkley. A number of cases of breeding were reported. Several birds were heard singing in the
autumn - the song is not often reported and yet it is a very lyrical warble, which may be heard in the depths
of winter thereby adding to its attraction (MHA, A&DB, N&AB, BOG, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, J&JD,
H&JF, JF, GSH, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, PQ, DLR, PRo, GT, JW).
WAXWING (Bombycilla garrulus)
022 Sightings/OB Sites
Scarce winter visitor with reports in most years.
A bumper year for this species. Last Christmas's Ilkley birds stayed until 7th January, but there were birds
in the area until April. There were records from Menston and Burley, 53 on the Addingham by-pass on
10th March, with the last record of 35 at the Timble roost on 13th April. There was an early return in the
autumn with 1000 reaching the East Coast at the end of October with 5 in the Washburn on a very early
date of 29th October and up to 23 in the Ilkley car park between 21st and 23rd November (BOG, PJC, CJC,
LGD, JF, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, DLR).
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[)lJNNOCK (Prunella modularis) (C)

Common breeding resident: population stable.
Status apparently nnchanged- a widespread and successful resident and a common garden species. Tends
to be significantly nnder-reported (MHA, N&AB, J&JD, D&RH, GSH, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, PRo, JW).
lOBIN (Erithacus rubecula) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/increasing.
A familiar and much-loved resident in good numbers throughout our area, which seems to be doing well,
with plenty of evidence of successful breeding (A&DB, N&AB, BOG, GSH, IU&BS, K&PL, PRo, JW).
:OMMON REDSTART (Phoenicurus plwenicurus)
041 Sightings/25 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing.
Another good year. Records cover most of the area and extend from early April through to early
September, although most of these later records are thought to be migrants passing through the area. The
Washburn Valley moving north from Lindley Wood is undoubtedly a stronghold and there were many
males on territory this year, although the highest counts were from Langstrothdale with 13 singing males
on 26th May and 10 between Cray and Yockenthwaite on 15th June. Despite a lot of singing activity the
only firm record of breeding was from Low Snowden (BOG, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, D&ML, K&PL,
PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, PRo, GT, JLT)
NHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe)
041 Sightings/23 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable.
One of the few birds where a significant proportion of the records are from north of Barden Bridge,
suggesting that the species is probably concentrated in this area, possibly north from Grassington, where
the maximum of 8 males were seen on 23rd March. Birds were recorded on a number of moors in midWharfedale and Washburn including Hawksworth, Burley, Ilkley, Beamsley, Denton, Farnley, Timble and
Kex Ghyll. There were only a couple of reports of juveniles from Langstrothdale and Oughtershaw (BB,
BOG, CJC, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, PRo, GT, JLT, JW, PW).
NHINCHAT (Saxicola rubetra)
023 Sightings/16 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably in shallow decline.
Continues to be found in a few favoured localities, which can usually be relied on, namely Ilkley Moor,
Snowden Crags and Barden. Other sightings received from Denton, Addingham Moorside, Beamsley,
Blubberhouses, Timble, Kex Ghyll and Bland Hill. The suspicion remains that reports are slowly reducing
in number and that the species is struggling to survive as a breeding bird in our area - the only firm records
of young being at Blubberhouses and Timble (BOG, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, GSH, PD&JBP, AP&GF,
PBR, GT).
:OMMON STONECHAT (Saxicola torquata)
079 Sightings/32 Sites
Scarce breeder/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
The number of sightings has continued to increase this year presumably linked to the recent pattern of mild
winters - at this rate we shall soon be referring to it as a 'common' bird in the area! It is also the most
rapidly increasing species on the BTO list with an increase of 152% between 1984 and 2002. It was
widely recorded on the moors of mid-Wharfedale and Washburn, and at Barden, but with few records
further north. There were several records suggesting it is now wintering in the area in limited numbers.
There were 8 breeding records (MVB, BOG, DB, PJC, CJC, LGD, JF, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF,
PBR, PRo, GT, JLT, JW).
,ONG THRUSH (Turdus philomelos)
054Sightings/18 Sites
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population still apparently increasing.
Only a few records were received, but several observers commented that there were good numbers of
singing birds compared with several years ago, and it now seems beyond doubt that an improvement is
occurring in our area. Once again there was a report of a singing bird at the beginning of January. There
was another influx of birds from the Continent in the autumn with birds passing through Kex Ghyll on 4th
September and 15 birds scattered around at Sun Lane on 22°d September (A&DB, N&AB, BOG, PJC,
CJC, GSH, D&RH, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, JW).
lEDWING (Turdus iliacus)
080 Sightings/37 Sites
Common winter/passage visitor.
There were several records of large flocks at the start of the year - 200 in the lower Washburn on 6th
January, lOO's at Denton on the 12th, whilst there were parties of 20 - 30 roving round the parks in Ilkley
town centre in the cold snap at the start of the year. There were big influxes of mixed flocks in the autumn,
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possibly with rather more fieldfares than redwings, with massive movements through Timble on 13th
October, and large flocks reported of 300+ in Western Otley on the 18th and 300+ at Grassington on the
22nd. There were vast numbers seen by the end of October but these seem largely to have dispersed by the
end of the year, possibly because of the shortage of berries caused by inclement weather during the spring
when frosts scorched hedgerow blossom (MVB, BB, N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, J&JD, JF,
GSH, D&RH, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, DLR, PBR, JW).
MISTLE THRUSH (Turdus viscivorus)
060 Sightings/24 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing.
Few reports were received but apparently still widespread and prospering. Easily observed virtually
throughout the year although does become rather more elusive when moulting in summer. There were
several reports of larger flocks (between 20 and 44) from July to the end of September, which is the one
time of the year when this species tend to congregate (A&DB, BB, N&AB BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF,
HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, DLR, PRo, GT).
FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris)
068 Sightings/33 Sites
Common winter/passage visitor.
The pattern for this species was very similar to that for redwings, except that there were generally larger
flocks of fieldfares around later in the spring- 320 at Hawkswick on 6th April and 190 at Appletreewick on
14th April (when most redwing flocks were typically down to between 10 - 20). In the autumn, there was
undoubtedly a rather higher proportion of fieldfares in the mixed flocks (l\1HA, MVB, BB, N&AB, BOG,
OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, DLR, PBR, GT, JLT, JW).
BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
Remains a common and widespread breeding bird present throughout the year, with winter numbers being
significantly enhanced due to the influx of continental migrants. Nationally there is some evidence of a
decline in breeding numbers but this trend is not yet obvious in the gardens in our area. One in Menston
reported up to 14 in the garden on a daily basis at the start of the year. Gardens also reported breeding
success from a number of broods - 3 were successfully fledged in a Burley garden by the end of June
(A&DB, N&AB, PJC, CJC, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo).
RING OUZEL (Turdus torquatus)
022 Sightings/JO Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population declining.
The species continues to struggle in the mid-Wharfedale area. There were birds reported at the traditional
sites early in the season but most did not seem to stay long. There were no records from the traditional site
on Burley Moor after 5th May and it is possible that birds may have moved after the inclement weather in
April spoilt any breeding attempts. A significant proportion of the records were from traditional sites in
upper Wharfedale - from the Barden, Grassington and Littondale areas. There were no records of
breeding. The last record was a very late juvenile trapped and ringed at Kex Ghyll on 17th October (MVB,
BOG, CJC, JF, PD&JBP, PRo, JLT, JW).
GARDEN WARBLER (Sylvia borin)
029 Sightings/17 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable.
Well distributed in mid-Wharfedale and the W ashbum, but only recorded in upper-Wharfedale from Strid
and Grass Woods. There were mixed reports on its frequency this year with a report from Washburn of it
being present in record numbers, but a poor season reported from the river at Knotford Nook, traditionally
a good spot for this species. Breeding was reported from Pool, Farnley and Askwith. There were records
of 5 birds at Ben Rhydding GP on 7th May and 4+ at Dob Bridge on 1st June (BOG, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF,
GSH, K&PL, PRo, JLT).
BLACKCAP (Sylvia atricapilla)
058 Sightings/30 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor/winter visitor: population increasing.
Distributed throughout the area (but not on high ground), though rather scarce in the upper reaches of the
Wharfe, where there were only records from Barden, Grassington, Littondale and Buckden. The recent
national increase ( 46% between 1994 and 2002 in the BTO survey) appears to be reflected in our area with
many reports, including evidence of breeding. There is also evidence of birds, believed to be from the
continent, over-wintering in the area and a number of winter records (usually garden) were received.
There were winter garden sightings in Addingham (the first for 6 years), Burley, Ben Rhydding, Ilkley and
Menston, where 3 males and 2 females were recorded on 13th January. Breeding was confirmed at Burley
and Dob Bridge with young seen on 1st June at both places, as well as there being several other records of

66

]

Ll
j

r

'

c

C(

.s

(i

fi
1
:rv

SEl
Si
iv
I<
11

p:
J1

RE
R

WI

a

TI
th

UI

15

gc
b.i

ah
fill

B
WO
UJ
N;
reJ

ye
an
otl
WI

D~

cm

Co
Th

gOJ
(01!
Illll

2i

at l
b
CJ~

birds seen carrying food. The highest numbers of birds seen were at 8 at Otley on 17th April and at Strid
Woods on 25th April (MVB, BOG, DB, PJC, CJC, OB, JDe, LGD, J&JD, JF, AMG, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL,
PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, GT, JLT, JW)

LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia curruca)
009 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population.fluctuates but currently in decline.
Another poor year with very few records; the species is struggling in the area (as well as nationally with a
reduction of 27% between 1994 and 2002 in the BTO survey). The only records were from lower
Washburn around Lindley Wood and Dob Park, plus single records from Knotford Nook and reported
close views in a garden in Otley. There was no record of breeding (BOG, JDe, PBR).
COMMON WBITETHROAT (Sylvia communis)
013 Sightings07 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable.
Generally a poor year with numbers reported down at a traditional site at Knotford Nook. Records were all
from the extreme eastern end of the area - Pool, Otley, Ben Rhydding GP, Lindley Green and Bland Hill.
The highest record was of 2 pairs at Gallows Hill, Otley, but the only confirmed breeding was from Pool
Mill where at least 2 broods were raised (PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, PBR, PRo).
SEDGE WARBLER (Acrocephalus scltoenobaenus)
027 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population stable, possibly increasing.
Most sightings came from Otley GP, with other sightings generally from the east of the area - Pool,
Knotford Nook, Lindley Wood and Fewston- apart from 2 records ofup to 3 singing males at Grimwith on
10th May and 29th June. Breeding confirmed at Otley and with a maximum of 5 adults there, including a
pair feeding young, on 5th and 19th July. There were 2 birds at a known breeding site at Fewston early in
July, but no further record of breeding (BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, LGD, K&PL, AP&GF, PBR, PRo, GT, JLT).
REED WARBLER (Acrocephalus scirpaceus)
002 Sightings/OJ Sites
Rare passage migrant.
There were 2 sightings from Otley- on 15th and 25th May (OB, JLT).
WILLOW WARBLER (Phylloscopus trochilus)
070 Sightings/30 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
This under-reported species breeds in good numbers and seems to be holding its own. It is found
throughout the area, including the upper reaches of the Wharfe, although the only records this year from
upper Wharfedale were from Barden and also a healthy population around Grimwith, with 12 counted on
15th April. This is another species that may be increasing in numbers at the present time and there were
good counts of 11 + at Strid Woods on 25th April and 1O+ at Sword Point on 29th. In fact, although the first
birds arrived at the normal time early in April, numbers were very limited before the main bulk arrived
almost 3 weeks later. Breeding was confirmed from Sun lane, Dob Park and Lower Barden. Again,
migratory movements were noted at Kex Ghyll with 25+ recorded on 24th August (but none the next day)
BOG, OB, PJC, CJC, JDe, JF, D&ML, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, PRo, JLT).
WOOD WARBLER (Phylloscopus sibilatrix)
016 Sightings/05 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant: population declining at an accelerating rate in recent years.
Nationally in serious decline (58% reduction between 1994 and 2002 in the BTO Survey), and this is being
reflected in our area with numbers well down in the Washburn valley, for example (just two records this
year), and numbers of records submitted on a declining trend. However Strid Wood remains a stronghold
and most reports were again from there including one count of at least 10 birds on 29th April. The only
other records were from Ilkley, where there seems to be a small presence in Heber' s Ghyll and Panorama
Woods - nest building was reported at the former. There were no breeding records (BOG, PJC, CJC, JF,
D&ML, PBR, PRo, GT).
CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus collybita)
055 Sightings/24Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
This species appears to be doing very well in the area (in line with national trends where numbers have
gone up by 15% between 1994 and 2002 in the BTO survey). Reports were received from suitable sites
(on lower ground) throughout the Washburn and mid-Wharfedale with good numbers of singing birds and
numbers holding up until early in October. There were 3 records of wintering birds, all at Otley, on 5th and
28th in November and on 12th December. High numbers included 8 at Lindley trout farm on 30th March, 7
at Lindley Wood on 10th April and 5 at Kex Ghyll on 6th September. There were no records of breeding,
but it is no doubt extensive throughout the area wherever suitable habitat exists (MVB, N&AB, BOG, PJC,
CJC, JDe, J&JD, D&RH, PD&JBP, JF, D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, GT, JLT, JW).
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GOLDCREST (Regulus regulus)
045 Sightings/23 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
Although resident, local movement does occur particularly in prolonged cold weather (movements of good
numbers were reported at Kex Ghyll in several days in September). This is another bird that has benefited
from the absence of harsh winters. Unobtrusive, and generally located by unique, but somewhat indistinct,
high-pitched call and thus elusive and undoubtedly under-recorded. However, it appears to be present, and
doing well, throughout the recording area at suitable sites particularly around stands of conifers. Garden
records are becoming increasingly common (BB, BOG, PJC, JF, HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, DLR, GT, JW).
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa striata)
043 Sightings/28 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population decreasing at accelerating rate but Strid Wood
and the middle-Wharfe still appear to be strongholds.
This species has been in long term decline both nationally and locally, a trend that seems to be showing no
sign of abating (BTO records show 42% reduction since 1994 with 27% between 2000 and 2002). Their
scarcity in the area was widely reported, with several traditional nesting sites deserted this year. The
highest count of the year was 6 seen at Ghaistrill's Strid on 13/08: a usual stronghold around Strid Woods
only produced a maximum of 4 birds on 7th July. Reports on successful breeding were very limited.
Several nests in mid-Wharfedale J,'roduced only 1 young in total, although 2 family parties were reported
from the Linton area on the 16 July (N&AB, BOG, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP,
AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, GT, JLT, SW).
PIED FLYCATCHER (Ficedula hypoleuca)
028 Sightings/07 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly declining.
This species is generally restricted to a few selected breeding
sites. The Strid Wood area and the Washburn Valley are local
strongholds for this species, but it also ranges up the Wharfe
Valley, with a record as far north as Hubberholme. Peak
numbers recorded were 18 on 7th May at Strid Woods and 3+
at one of the sites in Washburn. Nest boxes in Strid Woods
were much in demand - on 23rd April one observer watched a
female waiting passively and patiently whilst two males
disputed ownership of a box. However, it was a very poor
year for breeding. Although several broods of 6-8 were noted
and rung, there were an unprecedented number of empty, but completely undamaged, nests in the
Washburn (- 50% of about a dozen inspected) (BOG, PJC, JF, GSH, PBR, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PRo, GT, JLT).
GREAT TIT (Parus major) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Clearly very common, widespread and successful. The species seems to have had a particularly successful
year with good numbers surviving a warm winter followed by a good breeding season, despite national
reports of a poor season for tits. One successful example was a bird box in an Addingham garden, which
fledged 8 young in a house sparrow box. Elsewhere 28 boxes around Washburn and mid-Wharfedale
produced 156 young (including 5 failed nests) (Pro, also A&DB, N&AB, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, DLR, JW)
COAL TIT (Parus ater) (C)
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
Appears to be doing well at suitable sites in both valleys and often frequents gardens. There were
universal reports oflarge numbers this year and that they were almost as common as blue tits! This species
is less likely to use nest boxes, preferring natural nest sites - except in conifer plantations. In one such
plantation 2 boxes each produced 9 young (A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, J&JD, GSH, D&RH, HJ&BS,
D&ML, K&PL, PD&JBP, PQ, PRo, JW).
BLUE TIT (Parus caeruleus) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Comments much as for great tits. Numerous successful examples of breeding in gardens with 8 raised in
Addingham and 10 in Menston (where there was the only record of an abandoned nest at a time of frequent
rainstorms). Elsewhere 38 boxes around Washburn and mid-Wharfedale produced 250 young (including 6
failed nests) (PRo) (also A&DB, N&AB, BOG, OB, J&JD, GSH, HJ&BS, K&PL, DLR, GT, JW)
WILLOW TIT (Parus montanus)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder(?): dramatic national decline in recent decades mirrored here.
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An extremely poor year after the large number (16) of sightings last year. There were only two sightings in Farnley Woods on 22°d February (JLT) and at Lindley trout farm on 24th April (BOG). Recent national
figures from BTO have highlighted that the decline in this species is worst than any other one (39% since
2000 and 72 % since 1994).
MARSH TIT (Parus palustris)
005 Sightings/02 Sites

Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder(?): significant decline in recent decades but recently evidence of
some improvement.
A single bird was seen at Barden Tower several times between 11th January and 5th April (BOG, GT,
K&PL). There was also a remarkable record of 4 birds in Birks Wood, Buckden on 26th July (MVB).
National figures show a 34% increase in the species since 1994 (although a small 6%reduction since 2000).
LONG TAILED TIT (Aegithalos caudatus)
061 Sightings/27 Sites
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
Thought to be doing well at the present time, a trend no doubt linked to our mild winters - one observer
noted that they were widespread through the summer and very common in the second half of the year.
Large flocks were reported from both the Wharfe and Washburn valleys during this period with groups of
20+ birds being relatively commonplace, and flocks of 40+ reported from Lindley Wood and Otley in
October and November respectively. Some breeding was reported, although there was a report from
Manor Park of birds being harassed by magpies, which took at least one (l'vfHA, A&DB, N&AB, BOG,
OB, D&HB, PJC, LGD, GSH, D&RH, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, PQ, PBR, DLR, HJ&BS, JW).
NUTHATCH (Sitta europaea)
048 Sightings/32 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population probably stable but has declined in the Washburn valley.
No apparent overall change in status this year - doing well in Wharfedale and nationally thought to be
doing very well (44% increase between 1994 and 2004 in the
BTO Survey). Sightings in the Washburn however continue to
)
be virtually non-existent (2 at Thruscross - twice, 1 at Hardisty
)
Hill, but also a very welcome but rare record of breeding from
Leathley on 15th April). This follows a marked downturn over
the last decade, for which there appears to be no obvious
explanation. Most sightings in the Wharfe Valley were from
Strid Wood south, although there were reports of family parties
between Kettlewell and Buckden on 18th June and a single bird
in Littondale. Garden sightings, usually on peanuts, were quite
common. There was a report of a rare sighting from Sun lane,
but also that numbers were down in Panorama Wood. In
addition to the Kettlewell record above, there were also records
of breeding from Nell Bank and an adult seen with 4 young in
Burley (BOG, DB, D&HB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, AMG, GSH,
HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, PBR, PQ, PBR, DLR, PRo, GT, JW).

TREECREEPER (Certhia familiaris)
043 Sightings/27 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing.
Although present throughout our area most sightings were from Strid Wood south but, unlike the nuthatch,
it is also found in the Washburn. It is not a readily seen bird and has an insignificant call so can be easily
missed, apart from the occasional visit to gardens. Numbers are thought to be at a high level and there is
no reason to doubt that this species has had another successful year. Several breeding records were
received - of a family party in Strid Woods, and young being fed at How Gill, Panorama and Middleton
Woods (N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC, JF, HJ&BS, D&ML, K&PL, PRo, GT, JLT, JW).
RED-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanius collurio)
001 Sightings/OJ Sites
Very rare passage migrant
A single bird was present at Lower Barden Reservoir on 15th June (BOG), only the second record for the
area. It was a sign of the changing times that it was photographed digitally (by digiscope, i.e. digital
camera coupled to a telescope), and an excellent picture appeared on the BOG web site that evening!
JAY (Garrulus glandarius)
048 Sightings/27 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Widespread and successful throughout our area, but less so in Upper Wharfedale, presumably linked to the
sparse woodland cover. Coming increasingly into gardens sometimes on a regular basis, especially in the
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autumn and winter. There were reports of groups of Continental birds arriving in the autumn. Quite a few
of the records were of more than 1 bird, the maximum recorded being 10 in Ilkley on 19th March (N&AB,
BOG, DB,D&HB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, JF, AMG, GSH, D&ML, K&PL, HJ&BS, PBR, PRo, GT, JLT,).
MAGPIE (Pica pica) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable but increasing in urban environment.
Widespread in suburban locations although surprisingly scarce in rural situations - perhaps due to
competition with game rearing interests? There was a maximum of 24 reported at Otley on 10th February.
This most handsome of birds is much under-recorded and remains disliked by most garden birdwatchers,
perhaps not surprisingly given the report from a watcher at Manor Park of serious predation of many birds
eggs and nestlings by this species (A&DB, BOG, N&AB, GSH, PQ, HJ&BS, K&PL).
JACKDAW (Corvus monedula) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
Large winter flocks running into hundreds, often mixed with Rooks. Large numbers were also reported
flying east down mid-Wharfedale to roosts in the evenings. It is an attractive bird whose cheerful calls are
especially welcome in winter when there may be very few other birds to be heard. fucreasingly inclined to
visit gardens and now very adept at using peanut feeders. One bird was observed carrying what seemed
like sheep's wool into a nest hole in Strid Woods on the 7th April (BB, A&DB, N&AB, OB, CJC, HJ&BS,
K&PL, PQ, GT).
ROOK (Corvus frugilegus) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population probably increasing.
Rookeries are common at suitable wooded sites in Lower Wharfedale and the Washburn. Winter flocks
can number several hundred often mixed with Jackdaws. fucreasingly inclined to visit gardens albeit
remaining very wary. As with Jackdaws their winter calling can be very welcome at a time when few
other species are vocalising (A&DB, N&AB, CJC, HJ&BS, K&PL, GT).
CARRION CROW (Corvus corone) (C)
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
Remains numerous throughout the area, including the high dales and moors, notwithstanding the inevitable
competition with game rearing interests. Numbers are thought to have increased in recent decades as
culling has somewhat diminished, and this will certainly cause problems for other species (e.g. lapwing)
whose nests and chicks it readily predates. Liable to nest wherever suitable trees occur, including in
suburbia and will visit gardens if suitable food is available - one Menston garden reported regular visits by
a pair during January with a juvenile showing up on 15th July (A&DB, HJ&BS, K&PL, JLT).
RAVEN (Corvus corax)
053 Sightings/JS Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population increasing.
At the present time there is every reason to suppose that this bird is continuing to slowly make breeding
inroads into our area albeit usually limited to Upper Wharfedale. Nearly all records came from Barden and
the area to the north, with the only exceptions being sightings at Kex Ghyll, Timble (2), Askwith, Ilkley
and Otley. The maximum recorded was 6 at Barden on 23'd September, although the Ilkley sighting on 25th
September was of 4 birds. Will undoubtedly be suffering from some culling by game-rearing interests,
which will be hindering its expansion (MVB, BOG, CJC, JF, K&PL, PD&JBP, PRo, GT, JLT).
STARLING (Sturnus vulgaris) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: serious national population decline but probably stable in area.
Although there is no obvious change in status in this much under-recorded species it seems likely that the
significant national reduction of recent times (13% between 1994 and 2002 in the BTO Survey) has been
felt in this area. Winter flocks (which may include continental migrants) may be found anywhere around
the valleys and often run into hundreds - there were 500+ at Denton and 200+ on Sandwith Moor, both
recorded during February. Garden records may run into tens where suitable food has been put out: a
Menston garden recorded daily numbers between 20 and 40 throughout the year. Breeding occurs
throughout the area in suitable tree holes and buildings, including the roof spaces of local housing (MHA,
A&DB, PJC, BOG, CJC, JDe, HJ&BS, K&PL).
HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)
***Sightings/**Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population has decreased but probably currently stable.
Undoubtedly has declined in the area in accordance with the national trend over at least the last 25 years as
measured by the BTO, although we continue to clutch at hopeful signs. It is not far from being extinct in
the Washburn valley above Leathley (but one farm in particular continues to maintain a healthy population
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for some unkno-wn reason - there were 15 this year in January) - the decline would appear to be particularly
marked in rural areas. There are mixed signals from urban areas. Burley gardens had a good year. One
reported numbers had increased to 20, 5 weeks after re-introducing a seed feeder, whilst another was
delighted to have 5 or 6 back after an absence of several years. In Addingham two gardens reported 12 on
24th July and 14 on 10th September. The news from Ilkley was less encouraging with a regular walker in
the to-wn reporting only two spots with 1 and 2 birds during the year, although someone else did report 2
small flocks occasionally in Kings Road and behind the Bowling Club. There were a few encouraging
signs from upper Wharfedale with a thriving colony at Arncliffe with 7 males and 20+ juveniles recorded
on 28th July and enough noise coming from the bushes in front of the Grassington GPO sorting office on
22nd October to suggest a healthy population (MHA, MVB, BOG, JMC, CJC, J&JD, JF, GSH, ID&BS,
K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, GT, JW).
TREE SPARROW (Passer montanus)
018 Sightings/04 Sites
Rare breeding resident: population declining and remaining in danger of extinction in area.
Probably just hanging on as a breeding bird after a significant decline in the lower reaches of the Wharfe
valley in parallel with the precipitous national decline ( over 90%). Unfortunately some recovery in
national figures (up 55% between 1994 and 2002 in the BTO Survey) has not yet been reflected in our
area. Sightings were generally restricted to Knotford although there were several sightings from the north
edge of Otley. At Knotford Nook the maximum number this year was only 4 in April compared with 10
birds seen in January 2003. However, the situation is confusing. Despite the few birds seen at Knotford
there was a good breeding season there with 3 broods successfully raised - with 6 in May, 3 in June and 4
in July. The mystery is that these young do not appear to stay, but move off do-wn stream! The only other
sites involved were a rare recording in the Washburn, NW of Leathley on 17th March and a pair seen in a
Burley garden in October (BOG, PBR, PRo, JLT).
CHAFFINCH (Fringilla coelebs) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
Widespread throughout the area but little reported. There were significant movements through Kex Ghyll
from late September, with a peak number of 156 on 17th October. The highest garden count was from
Addingham with 20+ on the 2nd February; there were still 17 there on 1st April, which was reckoned to be
quite large for such a late date (A&DB, BOG, GSH, ID&BS, K&PL, DLR, PRo, JLT).
BRAMBLING (Fringilla montifringilla)
045 Sightings/26 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
A winter non-breeding migrant from the continent. The extent of its presence is dependent on the beech
mast harvest (an important food source for this species). This year was the reverse oflast, i.e. beech mast
was plentiful at the start of the year but extremely poor in the last quarter of the year. There were plentiful
records at the start of the year with 12 reported from the Burley area in January and February, where few
usually over-winter, and the first recording for 6 years in an Addingham garden where 5 present in a mixed
flock of 40 finches. There were several reports of flocks, with 125+ coming into roost in Timble on 2nd
February, 50+ at Hardisty Hill on 13th March and a similar number on the Chevin on 28th March. The birds
don't depart until April and 2 males were reported in full breeding plumage at Lindley Wood at the start of
that month. There was an early flock of 40+ in Western Otley on 18th October but, since then, records have
been few and far between and the only reliable place to see them has been in the Washburn. The only
large flock reported was at Fewston where 100+ was reported on 21st December (BOG, PJC, CJC, J&JD,
JF, ID&BS, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, JW).
GREENFINCH (Carduelis chloris)
037 Sightings/16 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
Not a popular bird with reporters, e.g. 'a plague from late summer' wrote one, and certainly one of the most
under-recorded common birds. It continues to prosper (30% increase between 1994 and 2002 in the BTO
survey) with several people reporting it was the most common garden bird this year. It is certainly one of
the species that had a good breeding season, the young being raised when there was a plentiful supply of
seeds. Most sightings tend to be from gardens, because of its propensity to utilise garden feeding stations
with 10 reported in July in Menston and 20+ in an Addingham garden on 8th November with 14 crammed
on a single feeder (MHA, A&DB, JMC, PJC, CJC, J&JD, JF, ID&BS, D&ML, K&PL, DLR, PRo, JW).
GOLDFINCH (Carduelis carduelis)
052 Sightings/26 Sites
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing.
Well reported from gardens in the winter, but more widely for the rest of the year. Several reports of the
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young feeding in gardens over several months between late June and a very late record from an
Addingham garden on 10th October of '3 juveniles, which did not look as though they had been fledged
very long'. It can be seen in flocks at any time of the year with 40+ in an Addingham garden on 19th
February, 20+ in Timble on 6th July, 30+ at Middleton on 28th September and 20+ at Sun lane on 24th
November (MVB, N&AB, BOG, DB, D&HB, PJC, J CJC, De, J&JD, AMG, GSH, D&RH, HJ&BS,
D&ML, K&PL, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo).
SISKIN (Carduelis spinus)
084 Sightings/35 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: breeding population increasing.
Most often seen in over-wintering flocks prior to a northerly breeding movement, but evidence is
increasing of birds staying, and presumably breeding, in the locality. Records were concentrated in midWharfedale and lower Washburn, and the species is often seen with Redpoll in small flocks. The largest
flocks were 120+ at Barden on 6th February, 200+ at Lindley Wood on 26th February and '347' at Timble on
26th October. There were regular garden sightings, usually of small numbers and in the early part of the
year. However, a juvenile was reported on a seed feeder in an Addingham garden on 4th July - 'very
aggressive and repelling all-comers'. Sightings now tend to come from nearly all months of the year,
which reinforces the view that there is now extensive breeding in our area. However, records were sparse
in the summer months between Jun and August with numbers flooding back in the autumn. Large numbers
were reported in the Washburn in September, whilst numbers were still passing through Kex Ghyll in the
first half of October with a large flock of finches including 54 siskin moving through on 17th October
(MHA, MVB, A&DB, BB, N&AB, BOG, D&HB, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, J&JD, JF, AMG, D&RH,
HJ&BS, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, GT, JLT, JW).
LINNET (Carduelis cannahina)
029 Sightings/18 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant: population stable.
A summer visitor that mostly migrates south for winter. The species enjoys a stronghold in the area but
numbers seemed down this year. However, there were records of a good breeding season from the gorse
on Askwith and Hawksworth Moors. Records were from across mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn and up
as far as Grimwith, with a first for a garden in Ilkley which had 2 feeding on dandelion heads on 17th May.
Flocks of 20+ were recorded at Grimwith on 29th June and Timble on 3rd July (N&AB, BOG, OB, PJC,
CJC, JDe, JF, GSH, D&ML, K&PL, PBR, PRo).
TWITE (Carduelis jlavirostris)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant: population declining.
The decline in this species is continuing and it is now scarce in our area, although small numbers remain in
its south Pennines stronghold, and there are one or two reservoirs there where birds are fed and overwinter. We get the occasional bird straying into our area from this population. There were only two
records of single birds this year. There were sightings at Whetstone Gate on 9th April and one on a track
on Denton Moor on 11th October (BOG, CJC).
LESSER REDPOLL (Carduelis cabaret)
054 Sightings/17 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be in shallow decline.
Most records were for the early part of the year with the largest flocks being 30+ at Otley on 1st January,
40+ at Barden on 9th March and 50 present for a week at Lindley Wood at the end of March. Small
numbers were recorded in several gardens at the start of the year - 2 in Burley on 12th January and several/2
in Ilkley on 6th and 13th February. There were fewer records in the second half of the year although a flock
continued to be seen at Otley for much of the period - 25 were reported on 14th October and 40+ on 20th
December, and there were 15 at Lindley Wood on 15th October. There were also records of significant
passage through Kex Ghyll in late September with moderate numbers still being seen in mid-October.
Breeding is thought to occur at Timble fugs and several other areas of coniferous woodland, but none was
reported (BOG, PJC, CJC, LGD, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PRo, PBR, JLT, JW).
MEALY REDPOLL (Carduelis flammea)
001 Sightings/OJSites
Uncommon and erratic winter visitor
A single sighting of 6 birds amongst a mixed flock of redpolls and siskins at Sandwith Moor Plantation on
21st December (BOG).
COMMON CROSSBILL (Loxia curvirostra)
046 Sightings/14 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population erratic due to irruptive behaviour.
A scarce breeding bird, which occasionally irrupts into the area from the continent - such an event occurred
in 1997 and 2003. Groups were consequently still quite common at the beginning of the year with 30 at
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Thruscross, 20+ at Swinsty and 50+ at Timble in the first 10 days of the New Year. Small numbers were
still being seen into the early summer with a small party of -15 present around the Washburn during the
second quarter, and 12 seen at Barden on 27th June and 19th July. By comparison numbers by the autumn
were much dramatically reduced with the only records of 2 heard at Timble at the end of October, 7 in
Strid Woods on 7th November and 2 on the east side of Swinsty on 5th December. This species breeds in
the area but there were no confirmed records (BOG, PJC, JF, K&PL, AP&GF, PBR).
BULLFINCH (Pyrrhula pyrrhula)
050 Sightings/27 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable with stronghold in Washburn.
National downward trends continue to give considerable cause for concern (26% down between 1994 and
2002 in the BTO survey), but there was again an extensive set ofreports for our area, which would suggest
that they are doing reasonably well here. Reports mostly covered the early and later parts of the year with
a dearth through late summer and early autumn. Garden records showed a lot of variability in sightings.
Comprehensive records from a Menston garden showed daily sightings between April and September, with
sightings unusual at other times, but another there had 4 throughout the winter and spring! There were no
records upstream of Addingham and most records were either garden or Washburn sightings. There were
several records of 4 adult birds but no larger numbers. Successful breeding was confirmed around gardens
in Addingham, Ben Rhydding, Ilkley and Menston with an Ilkley garden reporting 2 fledglings on 16th
June and 2 adults with 4 juveniles on 2nd August (BOG, JMC, PJC, CJC, LGD, J&JD, D&RH, JF, GSH,
HJ&BS, K&PL, PBR, DLR, JLT, JW).
REED BUNTING (Emberiza schoeniclus)
073 Sightings/24 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable.
Generally scarce but well-reported species, which is subject to local winter movement out of our area
and/or to lowland sites such as Otley, where it was reported in all months except July and August. Most
reports, though, are usually for the breeding season from March to July with just a few earlier/later
sightings. Breeding was recorded from Otley, Otley paper mill, Hawksworth Moor and Lower Barden.
Overall it appears to be doing well in a number of strongholds. The greatest numbers were 8 at Grimwith
on 4th May (and 7 singing males on 29th June), 8 at Otley on 18th March and 6 at Knotford Nook on 16th
March. There was only one reported garden sighting - in Menston on 22nd February (BOG, OB,
JMC/AMG, PJC, CJC, JDe, LGD, GSH, K&PL, PD&JBP, AP&GF, PBR, DLR, PRo, GT, JW).
SNOW BUNTING (Plectrophenax nivalis)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant/winter visitor.
Any records are usually from moorland areas and especially from the southern Pennines. It was one of the
best years ever for the BOG area with 10 - 15 sightings, but only one sighting in WNS with a single bird
seen flying over the White Wells area and calling on 23rd November (NC).
YELLOWHAMMER (Emberiza citrinella)
006 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce breeding resident, which moves down the valley in winter; population declining but just holding on.
Usually observed, albeit very infrequently, in mid-Wharfedale and the lower Washburn. Numbers seemed
to be down this year although Leathley remains the stronghold in our area, albeit with maximum numbers
seen there of 1 pair and 2 singing males on14th June. There were sightings there between March and July,
but no records of breeding. The only other sighting was of an overflying bird at Burley Woodhead on 22nd
March (BOG, CJC, PBR).
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GUIDANCE FOR CONTRIBUTORS.
The schedule for the production of the Annual Report is very tight - it normally has to reach the Editors by
the end of January. Thus, the Recorders must start work by the first few days of the New Year. Please
ensure that all remaining records are submitted for inclusion in the report by then. You can greatly assist the
Recorders further by submitting your reports in batches throughout the year - monthly if you generate a lot,
quarterly or half-yearly if you have fewer. In any case, please try to avoid submitting large amounts all at
the end of the year. In the case of bird records, at least, we can do the most justice to your records if they are
submitted on the Forms produced by the Society ( available from the Recorders if not at the meetings), and
please try to enter them in the correct scientific species order, i.e. the order in which they appear in this
report. Your co-operation will greatly assist us in making the greatest possible use of your records, and
enable us to produce a comprehensive report.
John Flood
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ANNEX A
First & last dates for migrants
1.

Summer Visitors

Species
Hobby
Oystercatcher *
Little Ringed Plover
Ringed Plover
Common Sandpiper
Common Tern
Common Cuckoo
European Nightjar
Common Swift
Sand Martin
Barn Swallow
House Martin
Tree Pipit
' Yellow Wagtail
Common Redstart
Whinchat
Northern Wheatear
RingOuzel
Sedge Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Common Whitethroat
Garden Warbler

Date
14/05
23/01
08/04
02/03
14/04
12/04
23/04
28/05
24/04
15/03
06/04
08/04
27/04
27/03
07/04
21/04
20/03
23/03

26/04
01/05
28/04
07/04

First Recording
Site
Lindley Wood Reservoir
Otley Wetland
Fewston
KexGhyll
KexGhyll
Otley Wetlands
The Tam/Harden Ghyll
Washburn
Knotford Nook
Knotford Nook
Barden View Point
Wharfe at Grassington
Buckden
Starbotton
Lindley Wood Reservoir
Denton Moor
Hebden Beck
Coldstone Beck & Weston
Moor
Otley Wetlands
Lindley Wood Reservoir
Gallows Hill, Otley
Lindley Wood Reservoir

Date
09/09
24/08
03/08
24/08
24/08
15/10
16/06
01/08
04/09
04/08
29/10
28/09
16/08
18/09
14/09
09/08
25/09
17/10

06/08
06/08
22/08
31/08

Last Recording
Site
Barden
KexGhyll
Lower Barden Reservoir
KexGhyll
Lindley Wood Reservoir
Lindley Wood Reservoir
Bolton Abbey
Washburn
Addingham
Otley Wetlands
Barden
Burley
Kex Ghyll
Kex Ghyll
Clifton Bank, Otley
KexGhyll
IlkleyMoor
Kex Ghyll

Cirt

2.

3.

4. '

Otley Wetlands
Lindley Green
Bland Hill
I Clifton Bank, Otley
Desc
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Wood Warbler
Willow Warbler
Spotted Flycatcher
Pied Flycatcher
Pied Flycatcher
Linnet

20/04
03/04
01/05
14/04
14/04
22/03

Strid Woods
Lindley Wood Reservoir
Strid Woods
Strid Woods
Strid Woods
Burley Moor

30/05
14/09
23/09
15/06
15/06
15/10

Strid Woods
The Tarn, Ilkley
Clifton Bank, Otley
Drebley
Drebley
Askwith Moor

Omitted: Blackcap and chiffchaff, which over-winter
* The earliest date for oystercatchers ignores a single bird present at Bolton Abbey at the turn of the year either an early arrival or an injured bird.
Winter Visitors

Species
Common Goldeneye
Bohemian Waxwing
Fieldfare
Redwing
Brambling

Date
21/05
13/04
25/04
27/04
10/04

Last dates
Site
Grassington
Timble
Sandwith Moor
Sandwith Moor
Lindley Wood Reservoir

Date
16/10
29/10
13/10
29/09
18/10

First Dates
Site
F ewston Reservoir
Fewston Reservoir
Otley Wetlands
Addingham
Western Otley

Omitted: Hen harrier - several sightings during summer

ANNEXB
ALPINE SWIFT (Apus melba): Otley 26th April 2003
1. At 08:45 on 26 April 2003 I found an Alpine Swift Apus melba with a party of newly arrived Common
Swifts Apus apus over Weston Park (SE185465) on the western outskirts of Otley, West Yorkshire. I
watched the bird intermittently for 15 minutes before losing sight of it high over Otley gravel pits. This
bird, the first for the Bradford Ornithological Group recording area, occurred during an influx of Alpine
Swifts into Britain, and also coincided with an unprecedented arrival of Red-rumped Swallows Hirundo
daurica in the country.
Circumstances of discovery.
2. Hoping to see some summer migrants, I decided to go birding in the fields opposite my house in Otley
on the morning of Saturday 26 April (the fields are known as Weston Park and from part of the Weston
Hall Estate). I positioned myself on a small rise, known locally as Gallows Hill, which commands an
excellent view towards the river Wharfe and Rombalds Moor beyond. I have found this to be an
excellent spot from which to observe visible migration during spring and autumn.
3. As soon as I got in place on Gallows Hill I heard a party of swifts above me, among my first of the year.
I glanced up before raising my binoculars, and immediately noticed a considerably larger swift with
substantially white underparts with the Common Swifts. Realising this must surely be an Alpine Swift, I
hurriedly raised my binoculars, and enjoyed superb views of the bird as it joined the Common Swifts in a
spectacular aerial display. Soon the bird was lost from sight to the north towards the hamlet of Weston,
but within a few minutes it was back, and this time headed straight towards the river Wharfe with a
group of swifts. Here it spent about ten minutes hawking insects at about 30-50m above the ground,
mixing with Swifts and Sand Martins Riparia riparia. From my vantage point, this allowed me the
opportunity to view the bird's underparts and upperparts clearly, as it worked its way back and forth
along the river valley.
4. The bird then drifted east towards Otley over the river and the main boating lake of Otley Gravel pits,
gaining height all the time. It was lost to view with a party of Common Swifts high above the boating
lake at about 09:00. I returned home to spread the news to other members of the Wharfedale Naturalists
Trust in the hope of other observers seeing the bird before it left the area, but unfortunately it was never
seen again.
Description of the bird
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5. When seen well, Alpine Swifts are very distinctive birds, and there are few identification pitfalls. The
Otley bird was seen in good light, down to a distance of c.50 m, and in the company of Common Swifts
and Sand Martins Riparia riparia for comparison. I was able to observe both its upperparts and
underparts clearly, and it showed all the classic features of this spectacular swift.
•

Size and structure: Clearly considerably larger than Common Swift and twice as large as the attendant
Sand Martins, with very long wings. The wing action was slower and deeper than the Common Swifts,
but its progress very rapid. The bird was very powerful in its flight and was seen to outpace the Common
Swifts on several occasions.

•

Upperparts: Uniform grey-brown above, paler brown than Common Swift, being much closer to Sand
Martin in tone. I was able to look down on the bird from Gallows Hill as it hawked insects along the
Wharfe valley.

•

Underparts: The most striking feature was the pure white belly, which contrasted with the brown
underwings, vent and undertail at range. On its closest approach (c.50m) a white throat patch was visible,
a feature which can often be hard to see in this species the field. This was well demarcated by a thin
brown breast band, which separated the white throat patch from the white belly.

•

Behaviour: The bird spent almost all its time in the close company of a group of about 40 Common
Swifts. Many of the these birds were taking part in agile aerial displays, chasing each other and calling
excitedly, as if establishing pair bonds. The Alpine Swift seemed to want to join in, and chased a number
of other swifts itself, as well as undertaking hair-raising dives and other manoeuvres in the sky. Later it
hawked insects powerfully over the river Wharfe, loosely associating with Common Swifts and Sand
Martins doing the same.

•

Confusion species: The combination of a large, powerful swift, with white belly and throat patch and pale
brown upperparts is in Europe only found in Alpine Swift. Partly albinistic Common Swifts ( of which I
have seen several) are smaller, shorter winged and lack the paler brown upperparts of Alpine Swift.
Although Sand Martin has a similar plumage to an Alpine Swift, it is clearly much smaller, has a
completely different structure and has white extending from the belly on the vent.

6. SUMMARY OF SIGHTING
Species: Alpine Swift Apus melba
Date and time: 26 April 2003; 08:45-09:00 BST
Place: Weston Park, Otley, West Yorkshire (grid reference SE185465)
Distance from observer: down to 50 m
Period of observation: approximately fifteen minutes
Weather and light: warm and sunny, scattered high cloud; light excellent
Optical aid: 10 x 50 binoculars
Species present for comparison: Common Swift, Sand Martin
Observer who claims the record: Brin Best
Previous experience of the species: I have observed several hundred Alpine Swifts during birding
holidays in France, Spain and Italy since the 1980s.
Brin Best
ANNEXC

SPECIAL REPORT
BIRDS SEEN IN WNS AREA - from 1946 to the end of 2003

Background
1. The first ' complete' annual WNS list we have is for 1950. I have not included in the following table the
year in which birds were first recorded for those that were apparently relatively common at that time and
had been recorded in most of the previous years.
2. There does not appear to have been a consistent approach over the years to authenticating records of
'rare' birds: note of submission of some such cases to the YNU are recorded, but rarely the outcome of
such submissions. In other cases there does not appear to have been any submission. If the WNS
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sightings of birds that would come in this category in 2003. An alpine swift -was recorded for the time in the area when Brin Best saw one over Otley Wetlands on 26th April: a copy of the excellem
report which he produced for BOG and which is still under consideration is an Annex B. The other was
the second sighting of a red-backed shrike at Lower Barden reservoir on 15th June. This was recorded b
digiscope (telescope + digital camera), an increasingly popular way of recording rare birds, and a
splendid close-up of the bird was on the BOG web-site the next day!
3. The status of a number of species is confusing and evolving. Species introduced over the last two or
three centuries have escaped into the wild, bred and established stable feral populations. The little owl,
for instance, is now regarded as one of our favourite wild birds, although it was only introduced in 1874
and 1888. Another species, the Egyptian goose, has become established in some parts of the country,
and was accepted onto the BTO list in 1971. There has also been a positive policy of re-introducing
endangered species, e.g. red kite and, at the moment, the com crake. Global changes in the weather area
are also resulting in significant changes in the distribution of birds, e.g. the little egret has been seen in 4
of the last 7 years since it was first recorded in 1997. Finally, the situation is further complicated by the
massive increase in bird 'parks' in the past half century, which has resulted in far more escapees than
before: the situation being particularly confusing for geese (see note 1). I have had to adopt a somewhat
arbitrary position for the WNS area. I have included the greylag goose, the mandarin duck and the red
kite as 'wild' birds. However, I have queried the status of a number of other birds such as storks, various
geese, ruddy shelduck and ring-necked parakeet as to whether they might more likely have been feral
birds or escapees, rather than 'wild' birds (although all are on the BTO list). It is impossible at this
distance to review whether or not these sightings, which have generally occurred since the early 1970's,
were of 'wild' birds. However, I have included some footnotes on each of these species and made a
judgement on whether the balance of probability is that the bird could have been wild or is most almost
certainly an escapee. The majority I have included in the 'escapee' category and birds in this category are
shaded.
4. The number of sightings ofrarities (i.e. seen 5 times or less) are shown in brackets.
5. There have also been a number of ' exotic' escapees, the most famous (or infamous) being the Eurasian
Eagle Owl, which terrorised small dogs on Ilkley Moor in 2001/2. These are listed separately.

First seen
Red-throated Diver (4)
Black-throated Diver (1)
Great N orthem Diver (4)
Little Grebe
Great Grested Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Slavonian Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
Northern Fulmar (2)
Black Stork (Note 2)

1947
1978
1977

1950
1954
1948
1970
1995

m1•1A•l1il~ll:!wwr•1im1it11ft1•li1lllll
Eurasian Spoonbill (1)
Mute Swan
Tundra (Bewick's) Swan
Whooper Swan
Bean Goose (1)
Pink-footed Goose
White-fronted Goose

1991

1947
1948
1987
1953
1959

ali1l1i,1~ 4f ,417:St•ilfa
Canada Goose
Barnacle Goose (Note 5)

1980

Manx Shearwater (1)
Leach's Petrel (1)
Northern Gannet
Great Cormorant
European Shag
Great Bittern (1)
Black-crowned Night Heron (2)
Little Egret (4)
Grey Heron
Eurasian Hobby
Peregrine Falcon
Red Grouse
Black Grouse
Red-legged Partridge
Grey Partridge (Partridge)
Common Quail (Note 11) (4)
Common Pheasant

1958
1971
1948
1965
2002
1990
1997
1985
1955
1970
1958
1981

1tNl\fli1111~•1;u. r11a11u1;iil i~~1:1111mr.~r11111@N 11~111
Water Rail
ComCrake
Common Moorhen
Common Coot
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1948

Brent Goose (4)

Common Shelduck
Mandarin Duck
Eurasian Wigeon
Gadwall
Eurasian Teal
Mallard
Northern Pintail
Garganey
Northern Shoveler

1984

1986
1968
1946
1968

11•~1,~e,,1111~•1• •111i11@11i1i1i1r,11t•
Common Pochard

iliSiiilJl&:lf.iill:Olili~t~i;iiifil\111111
Tufted Duck
Greater Scaup
Common Eider
Long-tailed Duck
Black Scoter
Velvet Scoter (3)
Common Goldeneye
Smew
Red-breasted Merganser
Goo sander
Ruddy Duck
European Honey Buzzard (4)
Red Kite
Eurasian Marsh Harrier
Hen Harrier
Montagu's Harrier
Northern Goshawk
Eurasian Sparrowhawk
Common Buzzard
Rough-legged Buzzard
Golden Eagle (5)
Osprey
Common Kestrel
Red-footed Falcon (3)
Merlin
Iceland Gull
Glaucous Gull
Great Black-backed Gull
Black-legged Kittiwake
Sandwich Tern
Roseate Tern ( 1)
Common Tern
Arctic Tern
Little Tern
Black Tern
White-winged Tern (1)
Common Guillemot (Note 14) (1)
Little Auk (3)
Stock Pigeon

1950
1963
1954
1952
1951
1954
1954
1979
1972
1968
1981
1956
1969
1971
1973
1971
1965
1980
1972
1968
1950
1971
1961
1979
1948
1947
1954
1961
1970
1948

Common Crane (Note 13) (1)
Eurasian Oystercatcher
Little Plover
Ringed Plover
Eurasian Dotterel
European Golden Plover
Grey Plover
Northern Lapwing
Red Knot
Sanderling
Semipalmated Sandpiper ( 1)
Little Stint
Temminck' Stint (1)
Pectoral Sandpiper ( 1)
Curlew Sandpiper (4)
Purple Sandpiper (2)
Dunlin
Ruff
Jack Snipe
Common Snipe
Eurasian Woodcock
Black-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Whimbrel
Eurasian Curlew
Spotted Redshank
Common Redshank
Common Greenshank
Green Sandpiper
Wood Sandpiper
Common Sandpiper
Ruddy Turnstone
Grey Phalorope (3)
Arctic Skua (5)
Mediterranean Gull
Little Gull
Sabine's Gull (3)
Black-headed Gull
Mew (Common) Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Herring Gull
Whinchat
Stonechat
Northern Wheatear
Ring Ousel
Common Blackbird
Fieldfare
Song Thrush
Redwing
Mistle Thrush
Grasshopper Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Eurasian Reed Warbler
Dartford Warbler (1)
Lesser Whitethroat
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2001
1964
1952
1971
1946
1967
1951
1983
1970
1975
1987
1959
1955
1946
1955
1952
1969
1970
1956
1955

Cc

Et
Et

Cc
Ba
Li1
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1964

Gn
1961
1955
1972
1987
1962
1978
1950
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C01
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Cm

*
1961
1963
1989

Exe

I.
Common Wood Pigeon
Eurasian Collared Dove
European Turtle Dove

1950
1959
1948

llflllJlllf.lft'9;111.lfl·l~l. .t'1111Jlffi
Common Cuckoo
Barn Owl
Little Owl
Tawny Owl
Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl
European Nightjar
Common Swift
Alpine Swift * (1)
Common Kingfisher
Hoopoe (Note 16) (5)
Eurasian Wryneck (5)
Green Woodpecker
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
Greater Spotted Woodpecker
Sky Lark
Homed (Shore) Lark (2)
Sand Martin
Barn Swallow
House Martin
Tree Pipit
Meadow Pipit
Rock Pipit
Water Pipit (2)
Yellow Wagtail
(Blue-headed Wagtail) (4)
Grey Wagtail
Pied Wagtail
(White Wagtail)
Bohemian Waxwing
White-throated Dipper
Winter Wren
Hedge Accentor (Dunnock)
European Robin
Black Redstart
Common Redstart
Lesser Redpoll
Mealy Redpoll (Note 17)
Arctic Redpoll (2)
Common Crossbill
Parrot Crossbill (3)
Common Bullfinch

*

1947
1965

2003
1952
1964

1997

1972
2000
1995

1957

1951

1948
1995
1958
1982

Common Whitethroat
Garden Warbler
Blackcap
Wood Warbler
Common Chiffchaff
Willow Warbler
Goldcrest
Firecrest
Spotted Flycatcher
Pied Flycatcher
Bearded Tit (2)
Long-tailed Tit
Marsh Tit
Willow Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Wood Nuthatch
Eurasian Treecreeper
Golden Oriole (2)
Red-backed Shrike (2)
Great Grey Shrike
Eurasian Jay
Black-billed Magpie
Eurasian Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion Crow
Hooded Crow (Note 17)
Common Raven
Common Starling
House Sparrow
Eurasian Tree Sparrow
Chaffinch
Brambling
European Serin (1)
European Greenfinch
European Goldfinch
Eurasian Siskin
Common Linnet
Twite
Hawfinch
Lapland Longspur (2)
Snow Bunting
Yellowhammer
Reed Bunting
Com Bunting

Record submitted
236 3( + 2 sub-species)
9

Number of species
Number of probable escapees/possible feral

Exotic escaped species (not on UK list)
Excludes feral pigeon
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1986

1971

1963

1976
2001
1949

1946
1965

1990

1989
1959

1952

Chilean Flamingo
Black Swan
Andean Goose
Bar-headed Goose
Swan Goose
Emperor Goose
Paradise Shelduck

1971
1981
1979
1994
1996
1996
1980

Chloe Wigeon
Carolina/Wood Duck
Red-tailed Hawk
Red-throated Caracara
Eurasian Eagle Owl
Green Cockatiel

1996
1981
1992
1984
2001
1996

Notes
1. It is interesting to note the approach adopted to geese reports in the 1980 edition of Ornithological
Report of the Yorkshire Naturalist Union. This made the following caveats against reported sightings fi
a variety of geese that year:
Greylag, Canada,
Whitefront, Brent
Bean
Pinkfoot
Lesser Whitefront
Snowgoose

Egyptian Goose, Ruddy
Shelduck
Barnacle

Red-crested Pochard

No caveat
Most sightings implied to be wild, possibility raised that one
sighting might be feral
'Not all of these would be wild birds' .
Unlikely to be wild.
'Published with escape/feral proviso' or, in the 1978 edition, All
sightings are dubious but are not necessarily direct escapees as
feral breeding occurs in the Hebrides.
'Published with escape/feral proviso'.
Some doubt about many of the birds at inland sites (noting that 2
pairs had bred at Harewood and produced 7 free-flying young).
However, it concluded that the 4 birds seen at Fewston in 1980 are
'more likely to be of genuinely wild birds'. In 1968 it commented
that 'as with snow goose, origins of most barnacles are suspect
although some of the coastal records seem more genuine' .
'Published with escape/feral proviso'.

2. A black stork was seen circling over Strid Wood in April 1995. This species breeds in Central and
Eastern Europe, but has bred further west; most birds migrate to tropical Africa. It is accidental in the
UK: It is a better flyer than the white stork and less reluctant to cross wider stretches of water. It departs
a month later than the white stork, from early August straggling into October. It returns 2 weeks later
with major arrivals between late March to late-April in the north. Most sightings of this species are
taken to be of wild birds so it is assumed this sighting was of a bird, which was an accidental migrant.
3. White storks have been seen fairly regularly since 1997 at various times of year. However, the
Harewood House aviary have a policy of allowing their (untagged) white storks to free-fly, so that it has
been assumed that all birds seen have been from there. Note, though, that BOG has recently suggested
that wild birds are seen in this country and that vagrants cannot be ruled out for sightings in April and
May. Sightings of this species therefore need to be watched.
4. There have been 6 sightings of snow geese - in October 1977, 1981, June 1990, February 1991, July
1999 and December 1999; usually of single birds, but once in a family party and once with Canada
geese. 'Wild' snow geese are undoubtedly seen once or twice a year in the UK, but these are invariably
in flocks of wild geese, which have migrated in from the north for the winter, and none of the sightings
would appear to be in this category. (It is interesting to note that, in addition to the comments in note 1
about feral birds breeding in the Hebrides there is also a breeding group of feral birds in the Harrogate
district.) Overall this seems to be a species whose status is in long term evolution!
5. Barnacle geese were first seen in the WNS area in 1975 and have been recorded in most years since then,
with single birds spending most of the year in the area in the late 1990's. The situation for this species is
complicated. The 3 Arctic populations leave their breeding grounds in the late summer. The most
important group, as far as the WNS area is concerned is the 12,000 from Spitsbergen, which crosses
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10.

11.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

northern England to winter in the Solway Firth. It arrives in its winter quarters from the third week in
September to the first week in October, and leaves in the second half of April. (The Greenland
population of 32,000 winters in western Scotland and Ireland, whilst the largest group of 180,000 from
northern Russia travels through the Baltic to the Netherlands, although stragglers occasionally turn up in
SE England.) This situation is further complicated because of the number of birds that breed in many
collections, many of them left fully winged, so that escapees are common. The combination of large
numbers of birds moving in and out of the country and escapees means that there is a largish feral (and
breeding) population of 600 - 700 birds. Mather suggests that single birds and small parties, particularly
along the coast, may be wild, and certainly when in larger flocks. There has been ringing confirmation
of Spitsbergen birds in Yorkshire, but vagrants from the Russian population are also felt to be possible.
The 1980 edition of Ornithological Report of the Yorkshire Naturalist Union suggests that the WNS
sighting of a group of 4 birds were almost certainly of wild birds. The timing is right for genuine
migrating birds and there were several sightings of groups across Yorkshire in that year; the 1997
sighting is also possibly wild birds. The majority of the other sightings are likely to be of feral
birds/escapees. The date quoted is for the first sighting of wild birds.
A single red-breasted goose was seen in mid-October, 2002. The species comes from northern Russia
and Siberia, but occasionally winters in Holland. It could conceivably turn up on the East Coast in the
company of Brent Geese, but a single bird is extremely unlikely to be wild. The sighting is almost
certainly an escapee.
There have been several sightings of an Egyptian goose in the latter part of 1984 and between March and
June 1998; a pair was also seen in July 1987. There is now a well-established breeding population in
East Anglia where the species has bred since the 18th century, and the species is slowly spreading south
and west. However, birds are sedentary and do not tend to move very far, typically less than 5km, so
that any birds seen in WNS are almost certainly escapees. However, the species started appearing in
Yorkshire in 1957 and breeding in the county is only a question of time. Presumably at some time in the
distant future this will be an accepted species in the area.
5 Ruddy Shelduck were seen overflying Lindley Reservoir in August 1974. This species has suffered a
major long-term decline and range contraction and is now scarce even in the nearest breeding grounds in
Eastern Europe and Morocco. A population in North Africa which used to winter in Spain and migrate
northwards into Europe no longer does so (since -1970's), although there have been irregular breeding
records in some Northern European countries. The conjecture (by Mather) is that there may well not
have been any wild birds in the UK since the 1930's, although there was an influx of birds of uncertain
origin into NW Europe, including the UK, in 1994 from late June. The strong likelihood is that these
were escapees.
Red-crested Pochards have been seen in 1972 (September), 73 (November), 74 (April) and 78
(November), and 2002 (August) - all but the first sighting (a single female) were of single males. It is
basically a central Asian bird, which has spread westwards into Western Europe in the last 80 years.
Autumn migration takes place from late October to early November when it winters in Spain and SW
France in the west, or further east in Turkey and the Balkans. It returns between February and March to
its breeding areas, primarily in Central Europe, which are re-occupied in April and early May. In
Yorkshire there have been increasing numbers of sightings since the mid-1950's, with 75% of sightings
being of females: in most years, birds have usually been seen between August and February. It is
extremely likely that some of these sightings were of passage migrants. However, the species is plentiful
in collections and breeds readily, so escapees are inevitable. In UK small numbers of assumed escapees
have bred in most years since 1968, and there was a small breeding population of <100 birds in 1990.
This is another bird whose status is somewhat ambiguous and is likely to evolve, but for the moment all
past sightings are assumed to of non-wild birds.
There has been a single sighting of a ferruginous duck early in November 1977. This species is
accidental in the UK on an annual basis, but it is impossible to identify where the occasional bird seen in
Yorkshire comes from. This species migrate south to the Mediterranean from their breeding grounds in
Europe beginning in September and peaking in October, returning in mid-March to mid-April, so the
possibility of bird seen in November cannot be excluded. However, the perceived wisdom at the time
the sighting was reported is that this was an escapee and this has been accepted here.
Records of quail are rather less substantial than the 4 stated. A deserted nest with 8 eggs was found in a
grass field at Grassington in 1947. A bird was heard in 1981 near the river between Otley and Pool.
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13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

Dead birds were found in Ilkley in 1985 and Otley in 1992. It was not until 1991 was a male seen on the
edge ofFarnley Moor in a year when there was a reported higher-than-usual migration influx!
There have been several sightings of a single male golden pheasant. After a single sighting in 1985,
there were records in Ilkley between April 1996 and January 1997 with sightings then moving to
Lindley, where a bird was seen between Autumn 1997 and the end of 1999. This bird is now on the
British list as result of small feral populations in the Brecklands and in SW Scotland, where birds are
sedentary. All those seen in Yorkshire are undoubtedly escapees and it is felt doubtful if they could
survive long in the wild.
There has been one sighting from the Barden viewpoint of a single common crane flying over in midApril 2001. There is very small breeding population in East Anglia, but sightings are generally of
migrating birds. Large numbers of cranes migrate and the relatively few sightings in the UK are
because, it is suggested, of their reluctance to cross open water. Nevertheless there are several sightings
each year at migration times, very occasionally of falls in the autumn, but more usually of the odd bird in
April and May. It appears that most sightings of this species are accepted as of wild birds.
The only record of a common guillemot is of 1 found dead.
There was a red-necked parakeet at Swinsty in September 1972. The species first bred in the UK in
1855, although the next breeding report was not until 1969. They are now established in several
localities, especially in the SE and along the Thames valley near London where there is a growing
population of several thousand; there are suggestions that a sub-population in the NW may have died out
before the end of the 1990's. The birds are extremely gregarious and roost in large flocks and are
therefore spreading their breeding range rather slowly. Mather reports that occasional sightings, all of
single birds, have occurred in Yorkshire since 1976, and concludes all were escapees - this seems the
most likely conclusion for the WNS sighting.
There have been 5 sightings of hoopoes in 1952, 58, 67, 69 and 73 ; 2 in May and 3 in August. This
pattern is consistent with general UK observations of 78% in the spring, mainly in late April and early
May; and 22% in the autumn, with a peak in early September. It is also interesting to note that sightings
have declined generally since the 1980's as the range of the species has contracted southward! It appears
that most sightings of this species are accepted as of wild birds.
At the time the hooded crow was recorded in the WNS area it was a sub-species of the carrion crow.
The species have since been split (BOU September 2002). The only other split/lump, which affects the
WNS list is the split of the redpoll into lesser redpoll and mealy redpoll: this appears to have been
anticipated in the old records!
John Flood

Nightjar
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