
  MOTHS 

 

Moths have been regularly recorded throughout 2015 in Wharfedale, part of the larger vice-county recording 

area Mid-west Yorkshire (VC64). The earliest moths sighted were in January Early Moth (1960 - Theria 

primaria), and in February 1025 - Tortricodes alternella, Tissue (1790 - Triphosa dubitata) and Herald (2469 

- Scoliopteryx libatrix). On 25 February ten March Moths (1663 - Alsophila aescularia) (first record at Grass 

Wood since 1945) and fifteen Pale Brindled Beauties (1926 - Phigalia pilosaria) were recorded. The latest 

moths were Light Brown Apple Moth (998 - Epiphyas postvittana), 1026 - Exapate congelatella, 1041 - 

Acleris sparsana, Red-green Carpet (1760- Chloroclysta siterata), Yellow-line Quaker (2264 -Agrochola 

macilenta), Angle Shades (2306 -Phlogophora meticulosa) in November and Winter Moth (1799 - 

Operophtera brumata) in December. Some sites in Burley-in-Wharfedale, Skyreholme, Ilkley, Otley and 

Pool-in-Wharfedale were regularly monitored using light trapping and wine roping. Further moth sightings 

came from occasional moth traps, country walks and house and garden searches. The busiest months for 

moth sightings were April 196 (10  micro, 186 macro) records, June 827(106 micro, 721 macro) records, 

July 1014 (135 micro, 879 macro) records, August 1035 (240 micro, 795 macro) records and September 236 

(40 micro, 196 macro) records.  A total of 3,610 records (590 micro and 3,020 macro) were received for 353 

species (95 micro and 258 macro).  The total of moths for 2015 is lower than recent years however the 

number of sightings and species recorded in any year fluctuates according to the weather patterns, abundance 

of common species, (like Large Yellow Underwing (2107 -Noctua pronuba) and Dark Arches (2321 - 

Apamea monoglypha)), inclusion of any specific moth research or monitoring, for example, recent Tissue 

(1790 - Triphosa dubitata) population review, and the opportunities for regular trapping by WNS moth 

recorders. 

  Some photographs of moths regularly seen can be viewed on the Wharfedale Naturalists’ Society website 

www.wharfedale-nats.org.uk/moths/      Many of the moths selected for this website can also be seen without 

a moth trap. Every year we get quite a few good records from what we term our 'roving moth-ers': gardeners, 

walkers, shoppers and butterfly transect recorders, which all adds to the overall picture of local moth activity.  

  Most evenings in January were not suitable for moth trapping despite occasional warmer evenings, for 

example, 25
th
 with a temperature of 8 degrees C which only offered a catch of flies! The male Early Moth 

(1960 - Theria primaria) on the 22
nd

 was sighted on a garage door from 4pm to 11pm! Late January/early 

February had snow and low temperatures, often down to minus 5 degrees C overnight, so this prevented 

regular moth trapping however Chestnut (2258 - Conistra vaccinii), Dotted Border (1934 -Agriopis 

marginaria -first record at Grass Wood since 1945) and Satellite (2256 - Eupsilia transversa ) were sighted. 

Again sleet and snow at the beginning of March and low overnight temperatures reduced early Spring moth 

sightings to, for example, a few Brown House Moth (647 -Hofmannophila pseudospretella and Early Grey 

(2243 - Xylocampa areola. An amazing Easter weekend (4
th
 to 10

th
 April) with temperatures more like June 

gave sightings of Common Plume (1524 - Emmelina monodactyla), Bee Moth (1428 - Aphomia sociella), 

Engrailed (1947 - Ectropis bistortata), Red Chestnut (2139 - Cerastis rubricosa -including a new 10km sq 

record for Grass Wood), Brindled Pug (1852 - Eupithecia abbreviata) and Angle Shades (2306 - 

Phlogophora meticulosa)  in light traps. After cooler weather at the end of April and early May (minus 3.5 

degrees C) more reliable evening trapping commenced with exceptionally good weather in late June and 

early July so sightings included: Garden Pebble (1356 - Evergestis forficalis), Barred Fruit-tree Tortrix (970 - 

Pandemis cerasana), 1184- Epiblema scutulana, Small Magpie (1376 - Eurrhypara hortulata), White 

Ermine (2060 - Spilosoma lubricipeda), Single-dotted Wave (1708- Idaea dimidiata) and Brimstone Moth 

(1906 - Opisthograptis luteolata). Unfortunately August had cool temperatures, often down to 7 degrees C, 

and frequent breezy wet nights so moth records were low. Even usually abundant moths, for example, Bird-

cherry Ermine (424 - Yponomeuta evonymella) and Large Yellow Underwing (2107 - Noctua pronuba) had 

lower numbers than other years. There were however occasional day sightings of distinctive caterpillars like 

Knot Grass (2289 – Acronicta rumicis). Temperatures improved in September offering 1038x -Acleris 

laterana/comariana agg., Chevron (1755 - Eulithis testata), Rosy Rustic (2361 - Hydraecia micacea) and 

Lesser Yellow Underwing (2109 - Noctua comes). Autumn provided ideal moth conditions  for occasional 

moth trapping either overnight or just early evening (5pm to 11pm) in October and November with sightings 

including Garden Rose Tortrix (1048-  Acleris variegana), 1134 - Epinotia ramella, Blair's Shoulder-knot 

(2240 - Lithophane leautieri), Yellow-line Quaker (2264 - Agrochola macilenta) and Common Marbled 

Carpet (1764 - Chloroclysta truncata). The exceptionally wet December quickly ended the moth-ing year. 

http://www.wharfedale-nats.org.uk/moths/


  Photographs and further details of all the moths highlighted in this report are available on the following 

websites: www.yorkshiremoths.info/  or ukmoths.org.uk/   

 

The most abundant micro-moths over the 2015 season were:  

(1304 - Agriphila straminella) 39 records for 181 individuals (17 June to 6 Sept);  

(1305 - Agriphila tristella) 32 records for 137 individuals (29 July to 9 Sept);  

(1338 - Eudonia lacustrata) 38 records for 111 individuals (15 June to 9 Sept); 

Garden Grass-veneer (1293- Chrysoteuchia culmella) 17 records for 84 individuals (25 June to 10 Aug) &  

Bird-cherry Ermine (0424 - Yponomeuta evonymella) 21 records for 70 individuals (17 June to 9 Sept).  

 

The most abundant macro-moths over the 2015 season were:  

Large Yellow Underwing (2107 - Noctua pronuba) 142 records for 2636 individuals (20 June to 21 Oct);  

Heart and Dart (2089 - Agrotis exclamationis) 102 records for 663 individuals (17 May to 17 Aug); 

Dark Arches (2321 - Apamea monoglypha) 107 records for 593 individuals (24 June to 19 Oct); 

Common Rustic agg. (2343x - Mesapamea secalis agg.) (= Common Rustic and Lesser Common Rustic because 

these can only be differentiated by dissection) 79 records for 421 individuals (13 June to 20 September) & 

Common Quaker (2187 - Orthosia cerasi) 46 records for 175 individuals (7 March to 12 May). 

 

Highlights from 2015 were: 

0018 Map-winged Swift Hepialus fusconebulosa  
6 records for 6 individuals between the 13

th
 to 27

th
 June at Skyreholme. This Local moth feeds on Bracken 

and may be very abundant on moorland.  

0164 Cistus Forester Adscita geryon 

10 records for 37 individuals between the 15
th 

June and 9
th
 July in the Kilnsey area.  There was 12 

individuals flying on both the 15
th
 & 29

 th
June at Bastow Wood & Kilnsey which indicates this Nationally 

Scarce B (Nb) day-flying species has a colony presence on both sides of the Wharfe valley.  

0246 Tinea semifulvella 

1 individual on the 12
th
July in Ilkley for this Common moth which is actually uncommon and thinly 

distributed in Wharfedale. Larger and more colourful than most of the genus it is easily identified.  

0294 Aspilapteryx tringipennella   
2 individuals on the 9

th
 August in Otley for this Common moth which is attracted to its food plant Ribwort 

Plantain.   

0303 Parornix anglicella 

1 individual on the 23
rd

 April at Grass Wood for this fairly widespread Common moth. 

0610 Elachista argentella 

3 records for 3 individuals between the 25
th
June and 8

th
 August at Skyreholme for this Common moth 

which is uncommon and thinly distributed in Wharfedale. It mines the leaves of many grasses. 

0640 Batia lunaris 

2 records for 2 individuals on the 25
th
 June and 10

th
 July at Burley-in-Wharfedale for this Common moth 

which is actually uncommon and thinly distributed in Wharfedale. This moth uses fungus on decaying 

wood as its food plant. 

0789 Bryotropha domestica  

 1 individual on the 20
th
 Aug at Ilkley for this fairly widespread Common moth which may use mosses as 

its food plant. 

0905 Blastodacna hellerella 

1 individual on the 10
th
 July at Burley-in-Wharfedale for this Common moth which is fairly common and 

thinly distributed where Hawthorn, its food plant, is present. 

0988 Bilberry Tortrix Aphelia viburnana 

1 individual on the 24
th  

July at Skyreholme for this Common moth which is a rare and local resident on 

moorland and heaths with only 7  records in VC64 since 1883. 

1025 Tortricodes alternella  

1 individual on the 25
th
 February was a new record for Grass Wood for a Common moth which is both 

uncommon and thinly distributed in VC64. This moth uses mainly Oak and Hornbeam for its food plants. 

 

 

http://www.yorkshiremoths.info/
http://ukmoths.org.uk/


1026 Exapate congelatella  

1 individual on the 4
th
 November at Burley-in Wharfedale. This Local moth is a fairly common and local 

resident in Wharfedale flying late season from October to mid November.  

1036 Acleris forsskaleana 

2 records for 2 individuals on the 8
th
 and 11

th
 August at Pool-in-Wharfedale and Otley. This Common moth 

is striking in appearance, feeds on Field Maple & Sycamore and is a fairly common and widespread 

resident.  

1133 Epinotia bilunana 

1 individual on the 15
th
 June at Sun Lane. This Common moth can be identified its distinctive dark crescent 

mark and it is fairly common and thinly distributed in the region using Birch as its food plant. 

1177 Epiblema rosaecolana 

1 individual on the 25
th
 June at Burley-in-Wharfedale. This Common moth is a scarce and local resident in 

Wharfedale using roses for its food plant. 

1233 Pammene aurita 

1 individual on the 25
th
 June at Burley-in Wharfedale. This Local moth is scarce and thinly distributed      

using Sycamore for its food plant. 

1314 Pearl-band Grass Veneer Catoptria margaritella 

7 records for 56 individuals between the 24
th
 July and 20

th
 August, including 29 flying moths at 

Skyreholme on the 7
th
 August.  Good records for Ilkley and Skyreholme for this Local scarce and thinly 

distributed resident associated with moors. 

1342 Eudonia angustea  

1 individual on the 17
th
 August at Skyreholme for this Common moth which is fairly common using lichen 

and mosses for its food plant. 

1354 Small China-mark Cataclysta lemnata 

21 records for 44 individuals (both male and female) between the 23
rd 

May and 24
th
 August at Otley for this 

uncommon day flying Common moth which feeds on duckweed. 

1361 Pyrausta aurata 

8 records for 10 individuals between the 24
th 

May and 16
th
 September at Burley-in-Wharfedale, Arncliffe, 

Ilkley and Otley. This Common moth is uncommon and thinly distributed in limestone areas or gardens 

feeding on various mint species.  

1378 Phlyctaenia coronata 

2 records for 2 individuals on the 21
st 

and 24
th
 July at Otley for this Common moth fairly widespread moth 

which feeds on Elder. 

1392 Udea olivalis 

    1 individual on 1
st
 July at Otley for this Common and fairly widespread resident which feeds on 

herbaceous plants. 

1470 Euzophera pinguis 

 3 records for 4 individuals on the 7
th
 and 16

th
 August at Otley.  A Common moth which is uncommon and 

fairly widespread in the region feeding on Ash. 

1510 Merrifieldia leucodactyla 

2 individuals on 15
th
 July at Kilnsey. Good record for this Local moth which feeds on Wild Thyme and is a 

rare and very local resident with only 3 records in VC64. 

1513 White Plume Moth Pterophorus pentadactyla 

1 individual on the 28
th
 June at Sun Lane for this Common moth which is fairly common and uses 

Bindweed as a food plant. 

1638 Fox Moth Macrothylacia rubi 

1 flying moth on 12
th
 June at Skyreholme. 3 larval records on 30

th
 July and 11th August at Redlish Road & 

Bastow Wood for this Common moth which feeds on Heather, Bilberry and Creeping Willow. 

1654 Figure of Eighty Tethea ocularis 

3 records for 3 individuals between 25
th
 June and 1

st
 July at Otley and Burley-in-Wharfedale for this 

Common moth which over the last few years is now infrequently found in Wharfedale.  

1726 Large Twin-spot Carpet Xanthorhoe quadrifasiata 

1 individual on 2
nd

 August at Burley-in-Wharfedale.  Good record for this Local moth widespread across 

the county but less common in the west. 

 



1737 Small Argent & Sable Epirrhoe tristata 

1 individual on the 24
th 

June at Timble. This Common moth is a rare and local resident which feeds on          

Heath Bedstraw. 

1746 Shoulder Stripe Anticlea badiata 

1 individual on 23
rd

 April at Grass Wood. A Common moth uncommon and thinly distributed but found in 

small numbers in woodland, hedgerows and gardens which have Dog Rose or other wild roses.   

1757 Spinach Eulithis mellinata  

1 individual on the 20
th
 August at Skyreholme. Good record for this Common moth has mirrored national 

decline since 2011 and is now a scarce and thinly distributed or restricted resident. 

1761 Autumn Green Carpet Chloroclysta miata 

1 individual on the 16
th
 October at Ilkley Good record for an uncommon and a thinly distributed Local 

moth mainly sighted in upland areas but with occasional scattered records on the lower ground. The 

females of this moth hibernate and emerge again in the Spring. 

1789 Scallop Shell Rheumaptera undulata  

1 individual on the 21
st
 July at Ilkley. Good record for this Common moth which is a rare and local 

resident attracted to damp woodland and sallow scrub. 

1798 Small Autumnal Moth Epirrita filigrammaria 

   1 individual on 8
th
 September at Ilkley. This Common moth flies in late August/early September and 

favours upland areas which offer its food plants of Heather and Bilberry. 

1802 Rivulet Perizoma affinitata 

1 individual on 10
th 

July at Burley-in-Wharfedale. Good record for this Common moth which is an   

uncommon and fairly widespread resident feeding on Red Campion. 

1805 Heath Rivulet Perizoma minorata 

1 individual sighted on 16
th 

August at Bastow Wood. This is an excellent record for a Nationally Scarce B 

(Nb), a very rare and very local resident, which feeds on Eyebright. The County only has 11 records and 

these are from 8 sites in VC64. 

1835 White-spotted Pug Eupithecia tripunctaria  

4 records for 4 individuals between the 13
th 

June & 9
th 

August at Skyreholme and Ilkley. A Local moth 

which is uncommon and thinly distributed and feeds on Elder and Wild Angelica. 

1884 Magpie Moth Abraxas grossulariata 

2 records for 6 individuals between 15
th
 and 27

th
 June in Otley.  Good  records for a Common moth which 

has declined in recent years, possibly as a result of the increased use of pesticides on garden and allotment 

plants, and is now only fairly common and widespread as a hedgerow moth. 

1883 Yellow-barred Brindle Acasis viretata  

1 individual on the 23
rd 

April. First record at Grass Wood since 1940 for this Local moth which is scarce 

and thinly distributed in Wharfedale. The green markings fade quite quickly to yellow on this moth.   

1904 Scorched Wing Plagodis dolabraria 

  1 individual on the 30
th
 June. This Local moth is thinly distributed so a good record for Sun Lane. 

1909 Speckled Yellow Pseudopanthera macularia  

3 individuals flying on 23
rd

 May at Bastow Wood for this Common day-flying limestone species. 

1918 Lunar Thorn Selenia lunularia  

1 individual on 13
 th

 June at Skyreholme for this Local scarce and thinly distributed or restricted resident. 

This species has disappeared from lowland Yorkshire but is still doing well in upland woodland.  

1936 Waved Umber Menophra abruptaria   

1 individual on 3
rd

 May at Burley-in-Wharfedale. A Common scarce and thinly distributed moth in 

Wharfedale which feeds on Privet, Lilac and Jasmine in gardens. 

2020 Figure of Eight Diloba caeruleocephala 

3 records for 4 individuals between the 13
th
 and 21

st
 October.  Good records from Otley for this Common 

moth which is possibly under-recorded due to its late flight period. There was only 7 records in the County 

in 2015 for this moth (3 of these records were the Otley sightings). 

2039 Red-necked Footman Atolmis rubricollis 

3 records for 5 individual on the 24
th  

 & 25
th   

June at Timble (including a mating pair). Good records for a 

Common moth which feeds on lichens and is a rare and very local resident. 

 

 



2135 Heath Rustic Xestia agathina  

1 individual on the 9
th
 September at Ilkley. This Local moth is scarcer on lowland heath and is more 

common where its food plant Heather is present.  

2233 Golden-rod Brindle Lithomoia solidaginis 

1 individual on the 12
th
and 20

th
 September at Skyreholme.  This Local moth is uncommon and thinly   

distributed on upland areas where Heather, Bilberry, Cowberry, Bearberry plants are evident. 

2241 Red Sword-grass Xylena vetusta 

3 records for 3 individuals between the 25
th
 February and 28

th
 April at Grass Wood (a new moth for the 

10km square), Skyreholme & Otley for this Local moth which is rarer in lowland areas.  

2272 Barred Sallow Xanthia aurago  
1 individual on the 19

th
 October at Burley-in-Wharfedale. Good record for this Common moth which is 

scarce and thinly distributed and feeds on Field Maple and Beech. 

2314 Dingy Shears Parastichtis ypsillon 

1 individual on the 6
th
 July at Burley-in-Wharfedale. This Local moth which feeds on Willows, Sallows 

and Poplars is a scarce and thinly distributed resident. 

2367 Haworth's Minor Celaena haworthii  
1 individuals on the 6

th
and 10

th
 September at Skyreholme.  A Local moth which is a scarce and local 

resident of wet acid uplands where cotton-grass grows. 

2403 Bordered Straw Heliothis peltigera  

2 records for 2 individuals on 10
th 

May & 5
th 

May at Otley and Skyreholme. This irregular Migrant moth is 

a scarce and local wanderer which feeds on Common Restharrow. 

2421 Scarce Silver-lines Bena bicolorana 

1 individual on 9
th 

August at Burley-in-Wharfedale.  Excellent record for a Local moth which is scarce and 

thinly distributed. It is an uncommon moth only seen in small numbers at Light traps and there has only 

been 16 records for moth sightings since 2011.     

2422 Green Silver-lines Pseudoips prasinana 

1 individual on 25
th 

June at Burley-in-Wharfedale. A Common moth not uncommon in broad-leaved 

woodland but never sighted in large numbers. 

2484 Pinion-streaked Snout Schrankia costaestrigalis 

3 records for 3 individuals on 19
th 

July, 2
nd

 and 9
th
 August in Ilkley for a Local moth scarce in Wharfedale. 

Conservation status of species categories: 

RDB3: Red Data Book 3: Recorded from 11-15   10 km squares in Great Britain. 

Nationally Scarce A (Na): Recorded from 16-30   10 km squares in Great Britain. 

Nationally Scarce B (Nb): Recorded from 31-100   10 km squares in Great Britain. 

Local: Recorded from 101-300   10 km squares in Great Britain. 

Common: Recorded from over 300   10 km squares in Great Britain. 

Migrant: Moths travelling to the UK. 

BRC ‘1945 to 65’: Biological Records Centre scheme (run by John Heath)-with inclusive dates for sightings. 

 

  We forward all Wharfedale Naturalists' Society (WNS) moth records to the VC64 Co-ordinator for 

inclusion in the National Moth Recording Scheme (NMRS) for moth species in the UK organised by 

Butterfly Conservation.  Also all WNS moth manual records (1945 to 2004) are been gradually digitised and 

sent to the VC64 Co-ordinator for inclusion in NMRS (17,521 records sent for moths ‘A to S’ by the end of 

2015) and these will eventually be viewable on species distribution maps on Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union 

(YNU) website at www.yorkshiremoths.info/   A WNS sighting in 1987 became the 'Two Millionth' moth 

record entry on the YNU moth website!  Thanks again to Dr. Charles Fletcher (VC 64 Co-ordinator) for his 

support to fellow moth observers. 

  We are grateful for all the records received from:   

Karen Bullimore, Peter & Janet Burns, Anthony Crawford, David & Nyree Fearnley, John Gavaghan, 

Audrey Gramshaw, Gordon Haycock, David Howson, Tim Howson, Ian James, Pat & Ken Limb, Paul 

Millard, Diane Morris, Denis O’Connor, Andrew Perry, Peter & Anne Riley, David Smith, Bruce & Pauline 

Speed, Nicky Vernon and Jane Willis.  

  If anyone is interested in taking up moth recording and would like further advice we will be happy to help. 

Our e-mail address is: naturefind@clerk54.plus.com                               Mike & Joyce Clerk.     

http://www.yorkshiremoths.info/
mailto:naturefind@clerk54.plus.com

