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Programme of Events     May 2011 to April 2012 

 

Summer Programme – Tuesday Evening Nature Walks 
  3 May 2011  Barden and Strid Wood    Peter Riley 
10 May  Middleton Woods    Ann Gill 
17 May   Eccup      David Smith 
24 May  Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits    Steve Parkes 
  7 June  Sun Lane Nature Reserve    Anne Riley 
14 June  Adel Dam     Robin Jakeways 
21 June  Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve   Nevil Bowland 
28 June  A Hayfield Walk in Timble   Mark Shields 
 

Winter Programme 2011-2012   Tuesdays starting 7.30pm. Christchurch, The Grove, Ilkley 
13 Sept 2011  Two Naturalists in Northern Spain   David Leather 

      Natural Wonders of Nepal   Peter and Barbara Murphy 

27 Sept   Yorkshire’s Wild Beauty    John Gardner 

11 Oct  Black Grouse Recovery in Northern England Dr Phil Warren 

      Recorders’ Presentations    Nevil Bowland and Nicky Vernon 

25 Oct   The Birds of the Yorkshire Dales   Colin Straker 

  8 Nov   The Natural History of Spices   Andy Woodall 

22 Nov  Wildlife in White (in the high Arctic)  Hannah Lawson 

13 Dec  The Poor Man’s Galapagos   John Flood 

      Weird and Wonderful Insects   Anne Riley 

10 Jan 2012  British Butterflies    Tim Melling 

24 Jan   What’s in a Name    Gillian Hovell 

14 Feb  Landscape of Fountains Abbey and Studley Royal Michael Ridsdale 

28 Feb  The Flowers of Crete    David Alred 

      The Landscape of Northwest Scotland  David Alred 

13 March  Recorders’ Evening  

27 March  AGM.   Wildlife, Waterfall and Wetlands (N Argentina) Peter and Anne Riley 

    

Botany Section Outings 2011 (Thursdays) 
5 May  Bastow Wood (Anne Tupholme) 
19 May  Bolton Abbey Estate (R Lingard) 
2 June  Buckden, Waterfall Wood (NT) 
30 June  Conistone Gill (Heather Burrow) 
5-7 July  Walney and Sandscale Haws 
   (Carmen Horner and Nicky Vernon) 
14 July  Blubberhouses to Low Dam 
   (Heather Burrow and Nicky Vernon) 
21 July  Stake Pass (Nicky Vernon) 
  8 Sept  Trees on Otley Chevin (Bruce Brown) 

 
Geology Field Trips 2011 (Neil Aitkenhead) 
21 June  Barden Bridge to Appletreewick 
23 Aug  Skipton Moor 

 

Birding Days 2011 (Ernie Scarfe) 
28 April (Thurs) Leighton Moss and Wharton Crag 

  7 May (Sat) Farnham and Staveley Reserves 

12 May (Thurs) Coverdale & Marfield Nature Reserve 

21 May (Sat) Blacktoft Sands and North Cave 

15 Sept (Thurs) Old Moor RSPB 

29 Oct (Sat) Hesketh Out Marsh and Marshside 

19 Nov (Sat) Eccup 

 

Microscope Evenings Clarke Foley Centre  

First Tuesday of each month October to March 7.30pm. 

 

Summer Visits 2011 
23 June (Thurs) Dragonflies at Timble 

25 June (Sat) Potteric Carr YWT (coach outing) 

28 June (Tues) Butterflies at Bolton Abbey Station 

10 July (Sun) Nethergill Farm, Oughtershaw 

23 July (Sat) Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve 

 

Dormice in Aysgarth Wood 

24 Sep (Sat) with Paul Sheehan of YDNP 

 

Fungus Foray 2011 
  2 Oct (Sun) Timble Ings with Tom Hering 

 

Coffee/Social Morning  

Saturday 6th Nov 2011 

10am to 12 noon, Clarke Foley Centre, Ilkley.  

 

Winter Coach Outing 2011 
26 Nov (Sat) Martin Mere Wildfowl and Wetland 

   Trust, and NW Birdwatchers’ Festival 

 

Winter Walk round Fewston Reservoir 
7 Jan 2012 with Peter and Anne Riley 

 

Annual Dinner 
22 Mar 2012 (Thurs) Ilkley Tennis Club 
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Foreword 
 

 

I am delighted once again to be able to report on a 

very positive year for the Society. Progress has 

been made in all our main activities and we 

remain healthy and buoyant not least regarding 

our membership numbers which again hit a record 

number of 516. This is not to imply that quantity 

is our main focus – of more concern is the quality 

of the programmes we provide (which from all the 

reports I receive seems to be overwhelmingly 

positive), the records we keep regarding nature 

conservation, and whether we are making a 

difference. On this last point I do believe we are 

punching above our weight with our contribution 

to local conservation work continuing to expand. 

This is of particular importance to me and, I hope, 

to all of you because the continuing overall 

decline in our wildlife and biodiversity is 

something we ought all to be deeply concerned 

about and striving to reverse. In this context, it is a 

great honour to be President of this Society not 

least because it provides an opportunity to be part 

of a team who not only want to make a difference 

at local level but have demonstrated an ability to 

translate that wish into effective delivery on the 

ground. 

  Our main efforts to support nature conservation 

in Wharfedale are twofold. Firstly our work at 

four nature reserves (Ben Rhydding, Grass Wood, 

Otley Wetland and Sun Lane) continues with 

good numbers of our members involved as 

volunteers. Secondly we continue to support 

conservation through Grants, using our surplus 

funds to support a variety of projects which might 

otherwise struggle to get off the ground. Both 

these activities have progressed successfully in the 

last decade and we remain keen to continue in this 

vein. 

  Moving on to more prosaic matters it was 

another strange year weather-wise as Julie Tight’s 

comprehensive weather report makes very clear. 

The exceptionally dry first half of the year and the 

subsequent indifferent summer was far from 

wholly negative for wildlife but certainly did not 

produce a vintage year. Nonetheless the Summer 

Programme was not too adversely affected with 

many well attended and productive events. A 

notable exception, in terms of adverse weather, 

was the Dragonfly day at Timble which was damp 

and miserable – a change of luck is somewhat 

overdue for this event. At least the Butterfly walk 

at Bolton Abbey Station fared rather better, this 

year. The Botanists’ and the Birders’ Programmes 

proceeded satisfactorily and productively and the 

Tuesday evening walks were well attended. Chris 

and Fiona Clark at Nethergill Farm gave us yet 

another excellent event again supported by a most 

productive Moth Trap.  

  Every effort was made to provide the usual 

variety of topics for the Winter Programme and, 

although inevitably some worked better than 

others, attendances continue to suggest that we 

must be getting something right. It is always 

somewhat difficult and no doubt subjective to try 

to pick out highlights but it may certainly be said, 

as a reliable generalisation, that the presentations 

by our own members were again well received. 

The Microscope Group meetings continue to 

attract a good number of enthusiasts for this 

specialised but always interesting method of 

studying natural history. The visit to Aysgarth 

Wood to see Dormice (following a winter 

presentation on the topic) proved a great success 

with good views of this gorgeous mammal 

including a family group – this was a first for 

most of us. 

  The Summer and Winter Coach Outings retained 

their popularity and the respective visits to 

Potteric Carr and Martin Mere were clearly 

successful. Similarly the social events of the 

Annual Dinner at Chevin Lodge and the 

Coffee/Social Morning were well supported with 

the latter raising a substantial amount of money 

for our conservation efforts. 

  Financially we remain in good health although 

the demands on our conservation fund are 

increasing and we will therefore need to keep our 

subscription, and/or other methods of raising 

money under close review. 

  This Review is a fitting testament to another very 

successful year by any standards and I must thank 

David Leather and Anne Riley and all 

contributors, especially our wonderful Recorders, 

for all their hard work in producing such a prompt 

and comprehensive record. In addition of course I 

would like to thank each and every one of our 

members for their continuing support in whatever 

capacity (including just being a member) that they 

have felt able to contribute through the year.  
 

Peter Riley 

President 
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Wharfedale’s Wildlife Deserts 

Walking the north bank of the River Wharfe east from Otley or Pool can be a delight as dippers bob and dive 

in the shallows or a kingfisher shoots past in a blur of blue. Ripples betray an occasional dabchick diving 

below the bank or the head of a swimming mammal, almost invariably a marauding mink although it is 

worth keeping an eye out for the ever elusive otter. 

  Look away from the river, however, and a different picture often presents itself with fields barren except for 

monocultures of wheat or oilseed rape chemically cleansed of any native plants, fringed by the bare 

minimum of hedging. 

  There are no chasing brown hares, nesting lapwings or ascending skylarks. The hedges that remain support 

neither yellowhammers nor whitethroats. 

  Farmland does not have to be like this, even in the days of intensive agriculture. The area of the Wharfe 

Valley that I have studied most lies outside the Wharfedale Naturalists’ recording area, further downstream 

below Harewood (1-km square reference SE3246 for anybody else who would like to explore it) where the 

land is farmed much more sympathetically for wildlife. Part of it at least is managed under the Countryside 

Stewardship Scheme, part funded by the European Community. 

  I have surveyed it annually for the last eight years for the British Trust for Ornithology’s Breeding Bird 

Survey and, while the river maintains the same richness as further upstream, with breeding sand martins, 

moorhens, goosanders and kingfishers, and adds greatly to the diversity of the area, it is the farmland that is 

most astonishing. The hedgerows support flourishing populations of yellowhammers and whitethroats, 

oystercatchers and lapwings nest in the fields and most visits produce yellow wagtails, still present in early 

June so presumably breeding. Skylarks sing overhead on both sides of the river. Brown hares are always 

present, running and boxing in spring, later with just their black-tipped ears projecting above the growing 

crops. My breeding season bird counts have produced 70 species so far while butterfly surveys over the past 

5 years have totalled 18 species among the hedgerow flowers. 

  That this is not the only farmland managed sympathetically for wildlife in Yorkshire is demonstrated by the 

trends in the populations of farmland species resulting from the BTO Breeding Bird Surveys for the 15 years 

between 1995 and 2009. 

  During that time, while lapwing numbers fell by 3% in England, in Yorkshire there was 

a 28% increase. Skylark numbers for England dropped by 23% while Yorkshire was the 

only region in England where skylarks increased (by 7%). Figures for some of the other 

species are not so encouraging although the decrease in yellowhammer numbers of 17% 

in Yorkshire is still less than their 23% decrease in England as a whole.  

  In the same 15 years the English yellow wagtail population plummeted by 55% while in 

Yorkshire they were recorded in too few survey squares to be statistically significant. 

However, as long distance migrants, they face problems associated with climate change 

and desert expansion as well as changes in their breeding area habitats. 

  Figures produced by the Tracking Mammals Partnership shows that, between 1995 and 

2009, the brown hare population increased by 3% in England but 18% in Yorkshire. 

  These figures clearly show that many Yorkshire farmers take seriously their role as guardians of the 

countryside. Changes to farmland that benefit wildlife can be supported financially through the 

Environmental Stewardship Scheme. This has replaced the older Countryside Stewardship Scheme and 

covers grassland, hedgerow, woodland and crop management to provide habitats and food sources for 

wildlife. Although in the longer term there is the possibility that it will fall victim to cuts in the EU Common 

Agricultural Policy, the Scheme has so far survived the draconian 30% cut to the budget of the Department 

of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) and the incentives for farmers to create wildlife habitats 

continue. There is no reason for some of Wharfedale’s farms to be wildlife deserts.  

Denis O’Connor 

 

 

Life, on Earth, 2011 

This morning, as I write, there are 516 of us Nats Members.  That’s a heck of a lot.  I’ve often wondered 

whether there is any other natural history society as big.  It would be quite difficult to find out.  By the time 
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we’d got answers to the question there would have been a change out there, and so, the figures would be 

different. 

  A similar question, how many different kinds of wildlife are there? – that is, how many different species?  It 

was last August that a new estimate was published, for the world.  It turns out that we share this planet with 

8.7 million other species.  But in November some Arizona State University people announced another 

Warbler that they had found in Vietnam, Limestone Leaf Warbler – Phylloscopus calciatilis if you want to 

know.  (Oops!  There goes another one!)  So they were at least one out.  Also in November we learned that 

we now have one species less to conserve, the Western Black Rhino, which was declared extinct, killed off 

by human hunters and by loss of its native habitat.  That puts us back on track then (if only!).  

  Same situation as with the numbers of naturalists we have in Britain.  You can never be sure you have the 

answer.  Actually, the original figure for total species was ‘give or take 1.3 million’, so not very accurate (but 

an improvement – earlier estimates had been between one million and one hundred million).  The figure is 

being gradually substantiated as modern genetic analysis does all the necessary homework.  But there will 

never be a complete answer.   

  Take the bats.  They’ve been with us for millions of years (see them 

down at the Old Bridge in Ilkley) but just twelve years ago our common 

Pipistrelle, known and studied since 1781, turned out to be not a single, 

but two, distinct, species.  The figure for pipistrelles, stable for so long, 

has now had to be doubled. 

  Three quarters of our fellow creatures (mostly, kinds of insect) are on 

land, the other quarter are in the sea (which covers 70% of the Earth's 

surface).  All the world’s naturalists put together have managed to 

catalogue and name only a miserable one in six.  The rest are still there 

to be recognised.  And these figures do not include bacteria, those organisms, benign or harmful that we also 

share the planet with, and take into our bodies every day.  So, that’s us, and our fellow guests on the planet. 

  We are so ignorant about them.  Announcing the new approximate total, the BBC’s newsreader said he was 

astonished that scientists had not made an accurate count years ago.  A fine example of what the ancient 

Greeks called ‘hubris’ – the assumption, without further thought, that mankind was clearly ‘tops’ – at least 

‘the scientists’ would be.  The guy obviously had no idea of the processes of evolution (stuff evolves and 

changes while you look at it) nor of the vastness of the Earth, nor any concept of how long it would take to 

do the count (had he tried on his back garden?).  And it would be like painting the Forth Bridge – when you 

get to the end you have to just begin again and catch up with what has happened since you started.  You are 

always behind. 

  Our ignorance can make life difficult.  Earlier last year the Torness nuclear power station at Dunbar on the 

Firth of Forth was temporarily closed after the screens, that filter the water, needed to cool it were blocked 

by a huge invasion of jellyfish (Dunbar supplies a third of all Scotland’s energy needs).  They have ways, 

these beasts!  The ancient Greeks would have said that the sea-god, Poseidon, spotting mankind’s ‘hubris’, 

had decided to put a spanner in our works and send due punishment (‘nemesis’) by the agency of a swarm of 

jellyfish. 

  As a Society we have been here for a long time.  In 1968 our President and his wife, Mr and Mrs Thackrah, 

attended a dinner in York graced by the Duke of Edinburgh and Mr. Peter Scott, respectively President and 

Chairman of the British National Appeal of the World Wildlife Fund.  Prince Philip is on record as saying, 

back then,  

 
Wildlife, whether in the shape of birds, mammals, fish or plants, is being threatened and eroded as never before 

in history.  If we don’t get the answers right now, there won’t be a second chance.  And this, our generation, will 

go down in history as the people who failed by neglect and indifference to take decisive control of our 

environment for the benefit of our successors in the future.  Of course, we may all be dead by the time the full 

horror of our neglect becomes apparent.  But I for one do not relish the idea of my grandchildren asking me: 

‘What went wrong?’ 

   

  If we are to survive on Earth we need to understand more about our fellow guests and be much more 

cautious about how we treat them, and the Earth as a whole on which we all depend.   
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  But the news needn’t be all bad.  China is now going to stop making and selling any light bulbs other than 

the long-life ones – that’s 70% of the world supply.  That’s a start on making ends meet.  And even if we 

have burned the last drop of oil and split the last atom, and gone off to live on Mars, we shall leave behind an 

army of trillions and trillions of bacteria, just itching to start it all over again! 

Mike Atkinson 

 

 

Amazing Otter Encounter! 

On Wednesday 18
th
 October around 3-30pm, we were walking by Ilkley Old Bridge with the river running 

high and very fast. All of a sudden we noticed what we thought was a very sodden cat, carrying an equally 

sodden rat in its mouth, running towards us across the grass from the 

river. As it got nearer we realised it was actually an otter with young. 

Unbelievable! It proceeded to drop the young at our feet and run back to 

the river. The little thing hardly moved and looked half drowned.   

  It then started hauling itself across the path towards the road – the only 

way to stop it was to put our boots across its path. School was out by 

this time and the children and parents were thrilled and naturally wanted 

to pick the little creature up and cuddle it. We waited a long time in the 

hope that interest would abate giving mother a chance to return. The 

youngster’s cries were heart-rending! We eventually made the sad 

decision to wrap it up and take it to the vet. We rang the next day and 

were delighted to be told it had survived the night. 

  Eventually it was taken to the Chestnut Centre Wildlife Park in 

Derbyshire and from there on to the New Forest Wildlife Park near Southampton. At the end of October we 

were informed that the young male was feeding extremely well and had been introduced to a slightly older 

female. Rehabilitation will continue over the next year until they are released back into the wild as pair.   

 

Billa and Quentin Robinson 

 

 

Heard not Seen 

 

On the lower slopes 

of Beamsley Beacon, 

somewhere near a wood – 

pause for five minutes 

and listen in Spring: 

 

A Gull, Grouse, Pheasant 

in quick succession, 

Chaffinch and Skylark – 

recognisably 

all signature tunes. 

 

Then, the moorland star: 

musical bubbling - 

occasionally, 

the call which became 

its own name – “C--u--r--l--e--w”. 

 
The UK has 40% of Europe's Curlews 

(RSPB News May 2011) 

Linda Lee 
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Yet Another Red One 

I’ve written short accounts of common redshank and red kite in the 

past but the common redstart is one of my favourite migrants. The 

male is one of our most beautiful summer visitors.  It has a red 

breast, bold black mask edged with white at the top, smart grey 

upper parts and the long bright orange/red tail that gives the bird its 

name. Redstart is derived from the old English ‘steort’, meaning red 

tail. 

  The female also has a bright red tail which shows mostly in flight, 

but otherwise she is plainer red/brown above and buffish beneath. 

They build nests in walls, buildings, mossy tree stumps and the 

female is left to carry out the majority of the nesting duties.   

  Locally good places to see them are Strid Wood and the Washburn 

Valley. They are most frequent in the Washburn, Folly Hall Wood 

being a good place to see and hear them. Try early May for good views, once the young are fledged they are 

difficult to find and are very soon migrating south. 

  The experts tell us that redstarts are a night-flying migrant. They use the setting sun, continuing to detect 

the polarised light long after it has disappeared, and can track the movement of the stars. The decline of 

species such as common redstart, willow warbler and spotted flycatcher has something to do with wintering 

in Africa and crossing the Sahara Desert. 

  John Buxton wrote ‘The Redstart in the early 1950s’. In it he describes his time as a POW during the 

Second World War. He and his fellow prisoners rejoiced with the redstart’s return. And every year I rejoice 

too.  

J Brenda Parkin 

 

 

 

What I have noticed this year 

 

Snowdrops came out early. 

We had very few sunny days in summer. 

  No holly blue, one or two commas but plenty of cabbage white 

butterflies. On one favourable sunny day on a visit to Dentdale I saw 

a wonderful show of flowers on the roadsides. The campanulas were 

spectacular.  An albino Jacob’s ladder in flower at the bottom of the 

garden was seen through binoculars. 

  In the autumn the tree leaves changed colour and fell off later. Horse chestnut 

trees were suffering from some disease and conkers were smaller. Rowan trees 

were laden with berries for weeks then the berries disappeared suddenly. 

Hawthorns and hips lasted longer. 

  Photographic friends used to ask me to identify fungi. This year it was a leaf, 

that of a wild cherry. 

  There has been a very good syllabus thanks to the Committee. At the evening 

meetings, I admire the ‘movies’ on the adverts for coming events. I hope 

Members enjoy the Society as much as I have done over the years. 

 

Nonagenarian Founder Member  
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Microscope Evenings 

A very varied programme in 2011 started with a Micro Miscellany evening to which participants brought 

specimens which ranged from an iridescent hawthorn shieldbug to blue cheese and crystals. 

  A Small Animals evening included bones, fish scales, bank vole and shrew teeth all recovered from owl 

pellets and identified from text books, charts and the expertise of Nevil Bowland. 

 

  One of the highlights of the year was a visit by Robert McDougal of Cross Hills Naturalists who 

demonstrated methods of growing duckweed cells under tissue culture conditions. He explained that 

Miracle-Gro® in weak concentration supplemented with plant hormones was the best medium. Then we 

tried to cut cross sections of celery or macerate tissue into single cells, stain and mount them on microscope 

slides for examination – not as easy as it sounds. 

  A Mineral Workshop with David Leather in November involved a quiz based on rock colour, lustre, crystal 

shape, hardness and magnetism amongst other features. On display were samples of quartz ranging in colour 

from clear through yellow, brown and purple to black, native copper and granite crystals jumbled together 

because there wasn’t space to grow free in rock. 

  Finally Hoverflies in their different forms were revealed by Melanie Fryer, particularly the beauty and some 

of the variety of wing veins and cell shape which affects light refraction. Some of the names were also 

fascinating – like the rat-tailed maggot for instance! 

  Thanks to all those who ran workshops, spent time devising exercises suitable for two hour sessions, and 

gathering material for the group to study, and to John Hobson for coordinating it all. 

Heather Burrow 

 

 

Birdbox Squatters attacked by Moth 

I was pleased when a pair of blue tits took up residence for the third year running in a nestbox on the front 

wall of the house. They had been inspecting it since early January – even chasing off a pair of nuthatches at 

one point. 

  In April we went on holiday for a week, and when we came home I realised after a while that I wasn't 

seeing the blue tits going back and to the nest. On 23
rd

 April Peter noticed what looked like bumblebees 

hanging around the nest entrance and called me out to look. Sure enough, they were tree bumblebees – the 

most recent addition to the UK bumblebee list, first recorded in 2001 in the south and now spreading rapidly 

(at no known detriment to existing species). As the name suggests, they do like to nest in holes in trees, but 

like many birds will make use of nestboxes. Peter carefully removed the front panel of the box to look inside 

and was promptly chased down the drive by a dozen angry bees. Bumblebees don’t readily sting, but will if 

sufficiently provoked. However, he escaped unscathed and had 

managed to see that there were no blue tits or eggs, just a few 

bumblebees in the nice grass nest. (Hopefully the blue tits had set up 

another home – there were certainly plenty of young ones later in the 

season.) 

  After that we left the bumblebees to it, although I did take a few 

pictures of the outside. 

You can see the flecks of pollen round the entrance hole – knocked 

from the pollen baskets of the workers returning from foraging. 

  Through May and June, tree bumbles along with other species were 
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much in evidence in the garden feasting on nectar and collecting pollen – viper’s bugloss is a particular 

favourite, and dusky cranesbill is a real magnet. 

  Then in July I realised that I wasn’t seeing as many tree bumbles – in fact hardly any. This led me to look 

more closely around the nestbox – nothing. After a further week of no activity, we dared to take the box 

down and open it. Inside, a scene of devastation – a few dead bees, what looked like silken spider’s web, and 

all sorts of crumbly bits. The only signs of life were a few yellow caterpillary things poking out here and 

there, and not a wax cell in sight. 

  What had happened? I turned to Mr Google for an answer, and there it was: Bumblebees nests & wax moths 

– the silent but deadly killers!! (by Nurturingnature). The yellow caterpillary things were 

indeed caterpillars – those of the bee moth Aphomia sociella. (Strictly speaking the wax moth 

is Galleria mellonella which attacks honeybee colonies). Aphomia sociella is one of the most 

important enemies of bumblebee nests. From around June to August the female moths actively 

seek out potential hosts, it is believed by scent. Each bumblebee nest will have its own unique 

scent as will its bumblebee inhabitants. The bees can thus recognise each other and distinguish 

themselves from intruders. Any other insect venturing inside risks being detected and killed by 

the resident bees (this is why cuckoo bees are thought to hide quietly in a nest for a few days to 

acquire the scent before launching their takeover bid). 

  Perhaps the bee moth does the same. Then it lays its eggs – around 100. The 

silk screen I had observed serves to protect the young caterpillars. As they grow, 

they build silk galleries in the heart of the nest from where they feed on old wax 

cells, pollen, nectar and debris. As they become larger, they feast on the young 

bee larvae. By this time the bumblebee colony is severely affected and may die 

out – although hopefully not before males and 

young queens have been produced.  

  The moth larvae may spend the winter safe in 

the silk galleries and then pupate there or close 

by in the early spring to emerge as adults in June. 

  I hadn’t the heart to destroy the remains of the nest after I’d photographed 

it. I put it under the shelter of the bay windows at the back of the house. I 

must remember to inspect it in spring to see if there are any pupae, but what 

I’ll do then is a dilemma! 

Anne Riley 

 

 

 

SOCIETY ACTIVITIES 

 

 

Otley Wetland Nature Reserve 

The year 2011 was not a vintage one but the Reserve continues to progress satisfactorily with thanks to our 

dedicated band of volunteers who continue to support us through rain or shine, supplemented by outside 

assistance from Hanson, Army Volunteers from Harrogate and British Trust for Conservation Volunteers – 

we are grateful to them all. 

  Hanson have also been carrying out some further ‘Aftercare’ work on the site mainly in the area of reedbed 

establishment in the water body close to the northern boundary and in the large area of bulrush just north of 

the stockyard – if successful this work will nearly double the amount of reed bed on the Reserve although the 

total area will still be on the small side by RSPB standards! 

  The main problem this year on the Reserve was the dry weather for the first half of the year which, although 

initially appreciated by both observers and much of the wildlife, went on far too long only to be followed by 

the indifferent summer. This was very much in evidence on the botanical side with many plants in the areas 

of poor top soil having a really bad year either not flowering at all or, if they did, producing some very 

subdued blooms. This particularly applied to the orchids which, as usual, were present in their many 
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hundreds on the Silt Island but struggled to produce any flowers at all in this area given the unrelenting 

exposure and the bone dry earth. Elsewhere however we managed some respectable specimens particularly 

on Nevil’s meadow areas in the northern part of the Reserve which continue to go from strength to strength 

following the annual regime of strimming and removal of the cuttings, encouraging the natural spread of 

flowers, supplemented by seed dispersal collected from elsewhere on the Reserve. The moat edges continue 

to develop botanically with a good selection of moisture-loving plants such as purple loosestrife, 

meadowsweet, and common valerian. 

  On the amphibian scene frogs appeared to spawn satisfactorily in the usual moat and pond areas but the 

drying out of all the ponds on the Silt Island was not conducive to a good year generally.  

  Otters were again the main mammal interest being present on the site for a large part of the year although 

this was only obvious from the extensive spraint evidence, given there were no sightings reported thanks to 

the very secretive nature of this animal’s activities. We still do not have any evidence of breeding on the 

Reserve although this is certainly happening along the river. Mink were again kept under control by the local 

game keeping fraternity which was undoubtedly of benefit to other animals using the Reserve. There was an 

example of a wasps’ nest being destroyed by what was almost certainly a badger although signs of badger 

activity are generally minimal. 

  Butterflies did not have a bad year with 20 species recorded which turned out to be the most reported on 

any Wharfedale site. There were good counts of ringlet and meadow brown although speckled woods and 

gatekeepers were somewhat down. Common blue retained their presence on the site although only in very 

small numbers. No moth traps took place on the site this year. 

  Unfortunately dragonflies were again disappointing both in terms of numbers of species and overall 

numbers. The main exceptions were azure and common blue damselflies which were again present in good 

numbers and four-spotted chasers and brown hawkers showed well. It is some time since dragonflies had a 

good year but at least we have the consolation of knowing that this is a common position, certainly in the 

north of England, and almost certainly mainly due to the run of indifferent summers in recent years and also 

perhaps the hard winter spells of the last two years. We have no reason to doubt that our management of the 

site will bear fruition in due course. 

  It was a reasonable year for birds with a 

good range of species and some nesting 

success, including the fledging of a grey 

partridge brood and the return of successful 

breeding by common terns on the small 

island in the Fishing Lake. Other species 

that probably did well include bullfinch, 

reed bunting and reed warbler – the scarcity 

of sedge warbler on the site, which would 

seem to be eminently suitable, remains 

something of a mystery. Lapwings again 

attempted to breed in the usual field but 

largely unsuccessfully – the site is not good 

for them in several ways and the dry spring 

will most certainly not have helped. 

Buzzard and red kite were commonly seen, 

reflecting their resurgence in recent years in 

the area. The now very scarce willow tit continued to be seen around the bird feeders in the winter months – 

many thanks to David Smith for his sterling work with the feeders. 

  Overall therefore 2011 was a year of some considerable interest. Efforts will continue to try to manage the 

site in a similar vein to past years including a continued extension in the areas of meadow in the hope that we 

will be able to increase the botanical interest on the site to the benefit of course of other taxa. We are lucky to 

have such an interesting area on our doorstep the only regret being that we are unable to issue new Visitor 

Permits (except to volunteers) following concerns expressed by the landowner and Leeds City Council. 

Peter Riley 
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Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits Nature Reserve 

We would like to share some of the highlights for this our 5
th
 year. 

  Visitors.   We were delighted to host two walks this year. There was a great turnout in June for a WNS 

Tuesday evening walk, then in October when YWT were looking for a local walk for their Supporters 

Day/AGM in Ilkley, we were happy to oblige and share our passion for the site. 

  Orchids.   We’ve a long way to get back to the old days, but with over 40 marsh orchids we were double 

last year’s numbers. On the anglers we had a single bee orchid and a dozen green leaved helleborines. 

  Balsam.   No mention of BRGP would be complete without mention of Himalayan balsam! Thanks to WNS 

purchase of a brush-cutter we have made good progress clearing the balsam stands on the easterly end of the 

site. It’s been a great support to all the hand-pulling the work groups do. 

  Opening up the site.   Bradford Council have taken out a number of sycamores for us to let more light in at 

a couple of locations as we have continued to cut hawthorns to develop new glades. The brash from both has 

then been used to create dead hedges. 

  Three Happy Coincidences.   Anyone visiting the site since August will have seen our new log bench. This 

dates back to a call I had few weeks earlier, from a couple who walked the reserve every day, but not getting 

any younger wanted somewhere to sit and take a breather. I said I would see what I could do, but couldn’t 

make any promises. We looked at a number of options, but really wanted something that was in keeping with 

the site and fit for the purpose, so I contacted Bradford Council (site owners) for advice from their 

woodlands team. Coincidence number one, they had just cut up a couple of large trunks cut into constituent 

parts which fitted the bill perfectly and of which we were happy to take delivery. Coincidence two, a week 

later we had a corporate work day already scheduled with Don Vine of YWT with eight young lads from 

Barclays Bank. They of course had the necessary muscle and brains to put the bench together (no jokes about 

bankers please). Coincidence three, no sooner had the postcrete set, then who should come along but the 

local couple who asked for the bench in the first place. It was a great piece of theatre with everyone then 

posing for a ‘team photo’ – oh and of course the sun shone as well. A perfect day. 

  Ilkley Anglers.   We continue regular discussion with Ilkley Anglers about the management of their site. 

Their focus has been on removing hawthorn and taking some trees out to improve access. Whilst they 

haven’t secured funding to remove silt/deepen their lagoon, they are still very keen to get fishing, so plan to 

restock and cut back (physically) the vast expanse of water lilies. The side of the lagoon/site next to the river 

which is most interesting botanically we have agreed will be left undisturbed. 

  Re-stocking plans have been put on hold after some worrying news. In October the anglers discovered that 

the car wash next door was draining its waste water onto their site! This has been going on for years in clear 

breach of planning rules. The Environment Agency conducted water quality tests and reported ‘no evidence 

of serious damage’ and the council planning enforcement team seemed quite happy for the car wash owners 

to sort out a proper foul drainage solution in their own time. Time passed and with nothing happening we 

highlighted our serious concerns. This, after all is a special place – a SEGI (Site of Ecological or Geological 

Importance) and we said that if contaminated water had run onto other SEGIs such as Middleton Woods or 

into the Wharfe then there would be no delay in issuing a ‘Stop Notice’. In mid-January within a few days of 

our intervention the EA instructed the owners to stop discharges with immediate effect. At the time of 

writing in late-January the discharges were still happening. Hopefully by the time you read this they will 

have been stopped. How long this will have taken and how much damage will have been done to the 

site/lagoon remains to be seen. 

  Thanks.   To end on a more cheerful note, thanks as ever to all the work group volunteers. This year, we 

were pleased to be joined some youngsters from Ilkley Grammar School who had great fun bashing balsam 

as part of their voluntary work to gain their Duke of Edinburgh Awards!  We would always welcome more 

volunteers to join us on the 2
nd

 Saturday of the month. Or if you would just like to pop down and learn a bit 

more about the reserve, just give me a call on 01535 647220 or email to: parkes.steve@hotmail.co.uk 

Steve Parkes 

 

Sun Lane Nature Reserve 

The highlight of the year for Sun Lane was the award of ‘Local Nature Reserve’ status by Bradford Council 

and Natural England after nearly three years of striving by the Burley Village Wildlife Group, who manage 

the Reserve. As well as giving a small degree of extra protection this designation recognises the wildlife 
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value of the site and is just reward for the magnificent efforts since 2003 by all involved, not least our 

wonderful team of volunteers to whom we are immensely grateful. The official opening was on Friday 17
th
 

June with one of our local Ward Councillors, Dale Smith, doing the honours. Dale is a WNS member and 

has shown a real interest over the years in our conservation work, so we are most grateful to him. 

  Work Parties have run throughout the year as usual although concentrated in the summer months. It is 

noticeable that the amount of work necessary (which is mainly clearance of the season’s growth) is reducing 

over time as our efforts come to fruition, plus the fact that we are experimenting by leaving some areas of 

grassland uncut on the grounds that this benefits some types of invertebrates. 

  The year 2011 was not a vintage one for the Reserve, mainly for weather-related reasons, but as usual there 

were successes and highlights to balance the downside. The main weather problem was the very dry spring 

and early summer – we had thought 2010 was bad in this regard but 2011 was undoubtedly worse and 

exacerbated by the indifferent summer from July onwards. 

  On the botanical side the orchids surprisingly – given the early drought – continued to go from strength to 

strength with marsh and common spotted orchids increasing their numbers yet again. The maximum count 

for common spotted was 760 flower heads which is a threefold increase compared with four years ago. 

Common bird’s-foot trefoil, meadow cranesbill and devil’s-bit scabious continued to spread producing 

lovely concentrations of colour. Rabbits remain a problem probably suppressing a number of the scarcer 

plants but efforts are being made to keep them under control. 

  As for amphibians, newts frogs and toads continue to utilise the site although the numbers of toads in 

particular were probably reduced. 

  Apart from rabbits the only other mammals observed were bank voles and brown rats, the latter being 

regular around the bird feeding table. 

  Butterflies began well with the dry spring being good for whites especially the orange tip. Thereafter most 

overall counts were generally poor although brimstone, small copper, meadow brown and ringlet numbers 

were all quite good. Later in the year small tortoiseshell, red admiral and peacock all showed well. The main 

disappointments were gatekeeper and common blue although several sightings of the latter, including one 

female, at least give us hope that the species is still hanging on. The decline we are experiencing is also 

evident at national level. 

  Dragonflies had a poor year as seems to have been the case throughout the country, the only exceptions 

being good numbers of azure and common blue damselflies. 

  Moths were trapped more extensively than ever before and this took the Reserve list to 189 which is an 

increase of 41 over the year. 

  There was the usual range of birds, especially as a result of John Northage’s efforts in keeping the bird 

feeders well stocked. One huge success story was the tree sparrows which occupied boxes specifically 

erected for them and produced 22 young. 

  In conclusion a mixed year but overall progress remains pleasing. If you would like visit the Reserve, it is 

situated at the western end of the village at the very end of Sun Lane. Please keep to the footpaths and any 

dog under control.  

Peter Riley 

 

 

Visit to Nethergill Farm 

Much to our relief the weather looked set fair for our annual visit to Chris and Fiona Clark’s Farm above 

Oughtershaw at the head of Wharfedale.  Since moving in some six years ago Chris and Fiona have set about 

transforming the Farm with the aim of demonstrating that you can run a successful hill farm operation whilst 

working to the highest environmental principles including enhancement of biodiversity on the Farm. All this 

whilst running a thriving B&B plus Dinner operation (rave reviews!) to great effect. 

  The previous evening David Smith had driven up to the Farm from his home in Ilkley (and back again!) to 

set a Moth Trap and those of us who arrived early the next day were treated to some splendid specimens. A 

total of 25 species included a wonderful large emerald, Lempke’s gold spot, gold spangle, green arches, 

barred red and purple bar, all of which looked as stunning as their names suggest. This exercise was 

accompanied by a hot drink and very appetising home-made cake courtesy of Fiona. 
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  Around mid-morning we were treated to a short talk by Chris outlining their work on the Farm including 

the inevitable bureaucracy arising out of their dealings with Government and other agencies which are 

essential if their vision for their farm is to be realised.  This was followed by a guided walk down to and 

along the river amongst a wealth of wildflowers with many common spotted orchids – those of us who had 

visited every year since the Clarks’ arrival were readily able to appreciate the many beneficial natural history 

changes that have occurred through the radically enhanced floral diversity. This was also an opportunity to 

see the newly-enlarged ‘scrape’ adjacent to the river for which the Society had made a contribution and 

which, we were assured, was proving something of a magnet for local birds. The accompaniment of singing 

tree pipits and lesser redpolls was a real pleasure especially given the declining trends for these species in the 

UK.  

  Lunches were eaten on the farm’s front lawn in very clement weather, following which Chris led the more 

energetic among us up the hillside over the river to see how the massive new tree plantation was progressing 

and also to view the impact of the much-changed grazing regime – the improvements were clear to see 

compared with past visits although there was some discussion about how a somewhat increased grazing 

effort at this time might be beneficial thereby demonstrating the difficulties of getting these things just right! 

Nonetheless it was good to see how the Clarks’ vision for their Farm was progressing despite the inevitable 

problems along the way. There was a variety of butterflies to be seen, the highlights being the small heaths 

and the common blues. In the meantime, those preferring an easier walk ventured into the hay meadows at 

the back of the house to enjoy the flowers and the view, before returning to watch the house martins flying 

up to feed their young in the many nests in the window corners. 

  It was very obvious at the end of the day how much Members had enjoyed the day’s activities thanks to the 

warm welcome and generosity with their time given by Chris and Fiona, and the kind weather! In addition 

however there should be a special mention and thanks to David Smith for his no small effort in setting up the 

Moth Trap the night before! Chris and Fiona commented afterwards just how much they had appreciated the 

genuine interest shown by members in all that they were trying to achieve on the farm. 

  Ever since the Clarks’ arrival at Nethergill their relationship with the Society has gone from strength to 

strength. The Society has been able to provide advice and other assistance whilst Chris and Fiona have gone 

out of their way to make us feel very welcome thereby providing us with a much improved presence in upper 

Wharfedale, an area in the past that has been inevitably somewhat neglected in our activities. 

Peter Riley 

 

 

Botany Group Visit to South Cumbria 5th–7th July 2011 

Despite a forecast of rain for our time away, we were blessed with a lot of wonderful sunshine for most of 

the three days.  

  Eleven of us arrived at South Walney where we were met by the Warden, Trish, who took us into a very 

cosy Education Centre which was lined with books and tables to sit and look at them.  A bonus in the Centre 

was a White Satin moth (Leucoma salicis), spotted on the door.  We helped ourselves to a warm drink while 

Trish explained a bit about the Reserve.  It is run by Cumbria Wildlife Trust, leased from the Holker Estate.  

The 130 hectare site is notable for its diverse range of habitats – shingle beaches, sand dunes, mudflats, 

saltmarsh, saline lagoons, and fresh-water marsh, and is of international importance and forms part of the 

Morecambe Bay SSSI.  The Reserve is grazed by cattle during the summer, and sheep in winter.  Livestock 

is excluded from small areas to encourage trees and shrubs to become established.  Every spring large 

numbers of black-backed and herring gulls return to nest.  The nesting area was closed to the public, but we 

could still see – and hear them! 

  Many of these coastal plants were new to us, and we had some exciting finds.  In the car park two unusual 

clovers were found, Hare’s-foot Clover (Trifolium arvense) and Knotted Clover (T. striatum), also a double 

form of Sneezewort (Achillea ptarmica).  We then headed for the shore where, with many keen eyes, lots of 

shingle species were found, amongst them the lovely Horned Poppy (Glaucium flavum), Sticky Groundsel 

(Senecio viscosus) and Sea Sandwort (Honckenya peploides). 

  After lunching at the sea hide, sheltering from a rain shower, we continued west along the shore and upper 

shore where the unusual Common Fiddleneck (Amsinckia micrantha) was found along with Small Nettle 
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(Urtica urens), Lesser and Greater Sea Spurreys (Spergularia spp) and Hound’s Tongue (Cynoglossum 

officinale). 

  While it’s exciting seeking out the tiny and unusual plants, some things are a feast for the eyes, like the 

vivid blue of the Viper’s Bugloss (Echium vulgare) in profusion.  Coming round to the dune slack ponds 

there were Lesser Swine-cress (Lepidium didymum) and various rushes, including Saltmarsh Rush (Juncus 

gerardii) and Toad Rush (J. bufonius). 

  As we headed east on the path towards the lighthouse we were between the shore and the dunes. The shore 

produced Common Sea-lavender (Limonium vulgare) and Sea Aster (Aster tripolium) whilst the dunes were 

alive with Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia) and Wild Pansy (Viola. tricolor).  We searched for the 

Pyramidal Orchid, which Sarah was keen to see, but that had to wait for another day. 

  We didn’t have time to cover the whole area, or to see Henbane, which grows on the Reserve.  We did, 

however record 151 species. 

  Despite the three of us campers getting a thorough soaking on our early morning walk, by the time we all 

met at Sandscale Haws the sun was shining and we had an exceptionally brilliant day – both in our 

botanising and with the weather!  Judging by the comments received, the key to the day’s success was the 

knowledge and friendliness of Pete Burton, the Warden, as well as the amazing plants seen.  Starting our 

day, Pete took us to the pond where he found a baby Natterjack toad to show us – these are local to the area, 

but rare nationwide.   Pete told us there are approximmately 1000 breeding pairs on the Reserve. 

  The Sandscale Haws dune system is the best example of its kind in Cumbria and provides unique wildlife 

habitats.  Above high tide, dry shifting sand is fixed into place by Sand Couch (Elytrigia juncea) & Lyme-

grass (Leymus arenarius), followed by Marram (Ammophila arenaria), the roots of these binding the sand so 

that fresh drifts are gathered, finally transforming them into steep-sided dunes.  Behind these tall ‘yellow 

dunes’ on sheltered banks and in the gullies grow clumps of Sea Bindweed (Calystegia soldanella), Sea 

Holly (Eryngium maritimum), Sea Spurge (Euphorbia paralias), Isle-of-Man cabbage (Coincya monensis) 

and a small area of the tall Great Lettuce (Lactuca virosa).  As we meandered through the dunes we were 

met by a palate of vibrant colour – great swathes of Cat’s-ear (Hypochaeris radicata), Restharrow (Ononis 

repens), Common Bird’s-foot-trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Ox-eye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Lady’s 

Bedstraw (Galium verum) to name but a few, interspersed with large numbers of Pyramidal Orchid 

(Anacamptis pyramidalis) – Sarah got her wish today! 

  The sun also brought out lots of other interesting things – large numbers of Six-spot Burnet moth (Zygaena 

filipendulae), lots of Dark-green Fritillaries (Argynnis aglaja), a rare Oblique-striped moth (Phibalapteryx 

virgata), a pretty micro moth (Pyrausta ostrinalis) and two species of mining bees.   

  The old stable ‘grey dunes’ further away from the sea are the home of Wild Thyme 

(Thymus polytrichus), Kidney Vetch (Anthyllis vulneraria), Dyer’s Greenweed 

(Genista tinctoria), Autumn Gentian (Gentianella amarella), Sheep’s-bit (Jasione 

montana), Wild Pansy (V. tricolor ssp tricolor), Dune Pansy (V. tricolor ssp curtisii), 

and the tiny Bristle Club-rush (Isolepis setacea).  Pete explained about the Centaury, 

of which we saw three types together – Common Centaury (Centaurium. erythraea) 

with obovate leaves, Seaside Centaury (C.littorale) with linear, parallel-sided leaves 

and Hybrid Centaury (Centaurium x intermedium) which has very bright pink 

flowers. 

  Moving into a shady bank under trees, we were rewarded with two very special 

Helleborines – Dune (Epipactis dunensis) and Green-flowered (E. phyllanthes var 

pendula), this has drooping flowers and rarely fully opens. 

  Between the ridges of dunes are the ‘dune slacks’ – marshy hollows with an 

impressive array of species – areas covered with Grass of  Parnassus (Parnassia 

palustris), Round-leaved Wintergreen (Pyrola rotundifolia), Common Spotted Orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsii), 

Marsh Helleborine (Epipactis palustris), Early Marsh-orchid (D. incarnata) and Variegated Horsetail 

(Equisetum variegatum), all growing among Creeping Willow (Salix repens). 

  From the dune tops we had stunning views across the Duddon Sands to the Lakeland hills before dropping 

down to the ‘marsh’.  Here we found Marsh Cinquefoil (Comarum palustre), Pond Water-crowfoot 

(Ranunculus peltatus), Skullcap (Scutellaria galericulata) and, after much searching between shrubs, a good 

colony of Adder’s-tongue (Ophioglossum vulgatum).  In the damp wood we found Wood Small-reed 

(Calamagrostis epigejos). 
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  Throughout the Reserve 15 species of Sedge (Carex) were found and 10 species of Rush. 224 species were 

recorded in total.  

  The group met the North Walney Warden, Steve Benn at Earnse Point and he explained about the Reserve 

which in habitat is very similar to the other reserves, with the addition of a meadow and a lovely area of dune 

heath.  Steve was very enthusiastic and told us he was looking forward to our day immensely, as he thought 

that we botanists could teach him a lot about plants as he was new to the job, but he knew the reserve well 

and could point out where any interesting plants were. 

  Steve soon took us to a dune slack that was covered in a carpet of Marsh Helleborine.  

I have never seen so many! – These were interspersed with Northern Marsh 

(Dactylorhiza purpurella) and Early Marsh Orchids with D. incarnata vars. incarnata 

& coccinea.  A very interesting corner.  Lesser Water-parsnip (Berula erecta) was also 

found.  The dune slacks produce many exciting things – eg the rare Allseed (Radiola 

linoides) – we really had to search on hands and knees for this and I’m sure we would 

not have found it without Steve.  It is a member of the Flax family and is only 2-8cm 

tall with tiny white flowers 1mm across.  Sticky Storksbill (Erodium cicutarium) was 

close by.  

  The pond area produced Water Purslane (Lythrum portula), Gipsywort (Lycopus 

europaeus), and Royal (Osmunda regalis) and Male (Dryopteris filix-mas) Ferns.  

  At lunchtime we relaxed in the sun before we started out again, finding a large 

colourful clump of Hawkweed (Hieracium agg.) close by.  The dune heath produced Autumn Hawkbit 

(Scorzoneroides autumnalis), Heather (Calluna vulgaris) and Purple Moor-grass (Molinia caerulea), to name 

but a few.  The meadow was vibrant with colour – buttercups, yellow rattle, Pyramidal and Common Spotted 

Orchids, Wild Angelica and a variety of grasses and sedges. 

  Next we headed for the salt marsh – producing a pink and purple carpet of Thrift (Armeria maritima), two 

Sea-Lavenders, Lax-flowered (Limonium humile) and Common (L. vulgare), Sea Purslane (Atriplex 

portulacoides), two Oraches, Frosted (Atriplex laciniata) and Spear-leaved (A. prostrata), Glasswort 

(Salicornia europea agg.), Sea Plantain (Plantago maritima), Prickly Saltwort (Salsola kali), Annual Sea-

blite (Suaeda maritima) and the unusual Townsend’s Cord-grass (Spartina townsendii).  

  I think the flower we all hoped to see here was the Walney Geranium (Geranium sanguineum var. 

lancastriense), a plant so rare it only grows on N. Walney.  It differs from Bloody Crane’s-bill (G. 

sanguineum) in that it is a very pale pink with magenta veins, instead of being the bright magenta of G. 

sanguineum.  We knew its habitat was mature dunes so we took the path through the dunes, all eyes peeled! 

– Soon one flower was spotted high on the dunes – all cameras out!  As we continued our way back we saw 

approximately 10 more flowers making 174 species in the day. 

  A very productive and enjoyable time was had by all – we could have spent a lot longer in the area – a good 

excuse to go back!  We made an impressive total of 549 records all together. 

Carmen Horner 
 

I’m sure that all those of us who went to Walney and Sandscale Haws want to say a big ‘Thank You’ to Carmen.  

She put in a lot of thought and effort, contacting the reserves and finding out about possible accommodation.  She 

even got the weather to cooperate pretty well! 

The result was a very happy and successful three-day trip.          Nicky Vernon 

 

 

A Day with Dormice 

Many members will remember the talk given last year by Paul Sheehan of 

the Yorkshire Dales National Park on the project to re-establish a 

dormouse population in Freeholders Wood near Aysgarth. At the time 

Paul offered (or had his arm gently twisted) to lead a walk as a follow-up 

to his talk. On Saturday 24 September a small party met in the Aysgarth 

car park ready for this much anticipated treat. A slight hitch was the 

discovery that Paul had managed to double book his groups and our small 

party turned into rather a large group, but never mind, we were here to see 

dormice.  
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  The walk through the wood helped to match real landscape to the photographs and maps shown in the talk. 

The coppicing regime for the hazel woodland was explained again and we could see how the different areas 

were progressing at different stages in the coppicing cycle. We were shown the different bite patterns made 

on hazel nuts by dormice and other rodents. This raised the levels of excitement and soon enough we were in 

the area where many of the nest boxes had been established. Paul opened a box and put the contents into a 

large plastic bag. This was to prevent the dormouse escaping and potentially deserting any young, a 

precaution that was needed as there was indeed a mother and her babies in there. They were much smaller 

than I had been expecting. I think that I had been picturing 

the edible dormouse, but the baby that Paul held out was 

only the size of a finger joint and still has its eyes closed. 

The mother was not a great deal bigger. The tail of the 

baby wrapped itself around Paul’s finger as it sat there 

quietly. The family were returned to the warmth and 

security of their nest box and a very thrilled group went on 

its way. Another box provided a second family for another 

photo opportunity. All this time we were just a short 

distance from the main through footpath and many walkers 

passing by were oblivious to the natural treasures within, 

which, on reflection, was probably a good thing, to avoid 

disturbance.  

  Our group had spent a delightful time and gave Paul 

sincere thanks for an informative and memorable morning. 

Betty Downing 
 

 

Fungus Foray to Timble Ings 

At Timble Ings there are planted stands of conifers, a mixture of deciduous trees, and wide woodland rides 

leading to a marshy area, offering a good chance of finding a variety of different fungi. October used to be 

our peak season, but recently the fruiting season for our mushrooms and toadstools seems to come earlier, so 

our list of 51 species on 2
nd

 October was a pleasing result. 

  Once more, Tom Hering, our regular expert, patiently pointed out the differences 

between our various ‘finds’ and reminded us of the importance of noting where 

they were growing and what with. Birch and pine each have many associated 

species of fungi. With birch we found the well-named ugly milkcap (Lactarius 

turpis), birch milkcap (L. tabidus) and the easily recognised fly agaric (Amanita 

muscaria) with its red white-spotted cap. Red russulas always catch the eye, too, 

and the one we found, in association with pine, has the warning name, the sickener 

(Russula emetica). We also found five other colourful russulas, including primrose 

brittlegill and bloody brittlegill, also with pines. 

  There were some more unusual finds too. Joan Powell found yellowfoot 

brittlestem – new to all of us. It grows in tufts with yellow at the base of each 

stem. Earth fan (Thelephora terrestris), though not generally common, was 

plentiful here this year, growing on soil and also on the stems of ferns. It’s nothing like our conventional idea 

of a toadstool, with a feathery edge to its fan shape. It was interesting to find hedgehog fungus, a straight 

forward one to recognise as it has spines instead of gills. It’s good to eat too, and has the advantage of not 

being easy to confuse with anything else.  

  Sharp eyes are very useful on a fungus foray, and Sarah Ward’s granddaughter Milly quickly learnt how to 

identify butter cap even when it was no longer fresh and pristine. Taste and smell are also important, and 

some of the group sampled peppery bolete, but only with expert supervision! Rusts, boletes and slime fungus 

all added to the variety of our list and, though it’s interesting to improve our identification skills, it was also 

enjoyable just to admire the colours, shapes and textures of our collection. These were displayed on a table at 

the end of the foray, and we are grateful to Gwynne and Leslie Pettit at Sourby Old Farm for providing this, 

together with car parking and a picnic site. 

Audrey Gramshaw 



 

18 

Martin Mere and the North West Birdwatching Festival 

For once the weather was not too atrocious for our annual Martin Mere trip, and indeed several people 

reported seeing what can only be described as ‘the sun’! Michael had organised the trip, but was unable to 

join us, so Joan stepped into the breach. She had done lots of research, in typically meticulous fashion, 

providing us with a list of recent sightings to read on the bus on the journey over, so we knew what to watch 

out for in particular. Many raptors were reportedly on site, which was very good news.  

  On arrival, the group quickly spread out and soon the hides were being eagerly occupied. A personal 

highlight for me was seeing four different raptors (peregrine, sparrowhawk, marsh harrier and kestrel) within 

the space of ten minutes from the United Utilities hide – quite a breath-taking experience. Other species 

spotted included ruff, pintail, lapwing, teal, gadwall, shoveler and shelduck, in addition, of course, to the 

many species of swans and geese that make Martin Mere so iconic. The staff at the feeding sessions shared 

their wealth of knowledge, making the epic journeys made by these long-distance migrants come alive, and 

giving out identification tips to help us sort out these notoriously confusing birds.  

  But of course Martin Mere is not just about the birds. The otters proved as engaging as ever, with many 

people enjoying watching the feeding sessions. Indoors, meanwhile, the Birdwatching Festival events proved 

very popular and were reported as being both entertaining and informative, with many people singling out 

David Lindo as being particularly inspiring, with his mantra of ‘Just look up’. The photography workshops 

were very popular and delivered much of interest, and many of us also enjoyed poring over the wildlife 

books on sale. 

  One of Martin Mere’s other claims to fame is of course the collection 

of endangered water birds from all around the world, and these proved 

as charming and beautiful as ever. A female flamingo feeding her baby 

was a remarkable sight, and testament to the site’s success as a 

breeding facility. The great benefit of the way that this collection is laid 

out is that the birds can be seen close up, a rare opportunity to revel in 

the glorious coloration of species such as smew and eider, two real 

dazzlers. 

  The new café facilities were appreciated, the extra space making a real difference when it was time for tea 

and buns as a way of warming up after the cold outdoors.  

  All too soon it was time to gather for the journey home. We set off in the gathering twilight with our bus 

festooned in twinkling Christmas lights, an outward expression of our happy spirits after another splendid 

Nats day out. 

Lynn Loader 

 

 

Grass Wood Volunteers Discover Colony of Rare Barred Carpet Moths 

For many years, the Grass Wood volunteers have helped to restore this ancient ash over limestone wood and 

there was some excitement when they set up a light trap and found this scarce moth. 

  The Barred Carpet Perizoma taeniata (1801) is nationally rare, 

category A. Last recorded locally at Dib Scar near Grassington in 

1983, it has been found more recently in Yorkshire at Forge 

Valley near Scarborough.  Its caterpillar feeds on the capsules of 

moss. It is a northern specialist but is also found in a few isolated 

colonies further south in North Devon and Dovedale. In Scotland 

it has been occasionally recorded in large numbers but in 

England seen usually as singletons. The volunteers were treated 

to seeing more than fifteen individuals coming to light traps. 

Charles Fletcher the VC64 county moth recorder established the 

identity of the insect. 

  The volunteers plan to run moth traps at Grass Wood on a regular basis to improve monitoring and 

document the return to health of this important reserve. 

  Grass Wood was planted with conifers in the 1950s, but extraction of the timber was not commercially 

viable as the terrain is steep limestone pavement. The Trust was involved in management from 1961 and 

Smew 
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bought the wood between 1972 and 1983, when it started the process of removal of the unwanted conifers. 

The efforts of the Trust, contractors and volunteers are finally paying off as the wood is coming back to life. 

Grass Wood is well known for its woodland birds, rare plants and fungi but in the past also enjoyed a 

reputation as an entomological hot spot. 

  In Victorian times Grass Wood and the adjacent Bastow Wood were well known for many specialist moths 

and butterflies including the most southerly colony in England of the Scotch Argus butterfly Erebia aethiops 

which is sadly no longer present. Bastow wood and the adjacent Lea Green supports an important colony of 

Northern Brown Argus butterfly and Cistus Forester. In his book Silva Gars published in 1930 John 

Crowther lists many other unusual moths such as: 

Yellow-ringed Carpet Entephria flavicinctata (1743) 

Lunar Hornet Moth Sesia bembeciformis (371)  

Anania funebris (1381) this pretty little pyralid moth has not been seen since 1928 

Other scarce moths known from the site include; 

Barred Tooth-striped Trichopteryx polycommata (1880)  

Least Minor Photedes captiuncula (2344) 

Heath Rivulet Perizoma minorata (1805) 

With good fortune other moths might have hung on through the dark decades and will now be making a 

comeback. 

Paul Millard 

 

 

Washburn Walk – 7th January 2012 

Despite early rain the annual New Year Washburn walk was blessed with no more than a breeze and some 

sunshine which made a nice change from the fog and ice of the last two years, and the wind of the previous 

few weeks. Before we set off around Fewston, from the Swinsty Moor Car Park, one participant described 

this as the ‘traditional’ New Year walk although it has only been running for four years! Nonetheless it now 

has the feel of a regular, established event.  After all the recent rain, Fewston, like all the Washburn 

reservoirs, was full to over-flowing – who knows whether this contributed to the lack of wildfowl but the 

only birds seen of this group were mallard and a 

few Canada geese. 

  Inevitably at this time of year the focus was on 

birds and the first half of the walk, along the south-

west bank of Fewston, proved the most interesting. 

Among the best sightings were two male 

Goosanders with one female who showed very well 

at several points along the walk none more so than 

when the sun highlighted the beautiful clean lines 

and colours of the males, especially the white/pink 

hue along the flanks. Also showing well were 

significant numbers of black-headed gulls and a 

flying group of some 60 lapwing which seemed to 

be flying round in all directions perhaps looking for 

a place to land and feed.   

  It was good to see several bullfinch, a species which I’m convinced is increasing in our area, plus the usual 

tits, including a small group of long-tails – always a favourite. Probably the star birds of the walk were 

spotted by Karen Shackleton, namely a group of some 20 brambling feeding on the ground not far from the 

path under a copse of beech and sycamore, with chaffinch in attendance of course. It is always a bonus to see 

this winter migrant from Scandinavia coming over to sample the fruits of our autumn harvest and the milder 

weather. 

  The birds were sparse for the return journey on the opposite bank of  the reservoir, but the 23 participants 

didn’t seem to mind especially given the patches of sunshine which gave some warmth wherever we were 

out of the breeze. 

  There is a postscript to the official walk which is well worthy of note. Karen Shackleton and Les Dewdney 

had slipped behind the main body of walkers and arrived back at the car after the rest had gone home for 
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lunch. They settled down to eat their picnic lunch at one of the tables in the car park and were rewarded for 

their pains by superb views of male and female crossbills – three of each in the nearby conifers giving great 

views. To say they were tickled pink would be an understatement as is evidenced by both of them ringing me 

separately to report the sighting as soon as they got home! 

  Many thanks to all those who attended for contributing to a very pleasant social occasion enlivened by no 

little natural history. 

Peter Riley 

 

 

 

Obituary 

Graham Thomas Foggitt was a general practitioner in Harrogate and an authority on 

birds and butterflies in North Yorkshire and Wharfedale. He died in 2011 aged 75. 

  His family came from Thirsk where his uncle, William Foggitt, was the well known 

amateur weather forecaster whose predictions, based on the habits of birds and 

animals and the records of his ancestors going back 200 years, were regularly 

published in the Yorkshire Post and closely followed by its readers. He later went on 

to gain worldwide recognition. 

  Dr. Foggitt’s interest in birds and lepidoptery began as a child and while still at 

Sedbergh School he had two works of his research published in the bird journal of the 

day, British Birds. The first was for research on the number of breeding common 

sandpipers in the area and the second for his study of the number of swallows. He also 

did a study of all the river systems around Sedbergh. In later life, he and a friend 

also had their work published on the butterflies of Harrogate and District. 

  Dr. Foggitt tracked down all the butterflies of the British Isles, and saw over 4,000 of the world’s bird species as 

well as trapping and identifying moths for 25 years for the Rothamsted Research Institute, the largest agricultural 

research centre in the United Kingdom, and the oldest agricultural research station in the world. 

  He had been the bird recorder for Harrogate Naturalist Society while living in the town and when, in retirement, he 

moved to Beamsley, near Skipton, he became moth recorder for the Wharfedale Naturalist Society. 

  Dr. Foggitt was born in Thirsk into a family whose tradition was in botany which, in those days, led into pharmacy 

which was his father’s profession. Many of his relatives were members of the Linnaean Society of London, the 

world’s premier society for the study of natural history. 

  He was educated at Cliston, a preparatory school in Harrogate, before going in 1949 to Sedbergh which he once 

described as being ‘the making of him’. In 1954, he went to the Leeds Medical School from where he graduated five 

years later. He did his junior doctor work in York and then joined a general practice in the Horsforth and Tinshill 

areas of Leeds. He then moved to the Pannal and Leeds Roads practice, in Harrogate, where he stayed until 

retirement in 1997. His main interest was in obstetrics and during that period he was also the doctor for Carlton 

Lodge Maternity Home, in Harrogate. 

  As well as being a naturalist he was a keen sportsman from his schooldays, playing both cricket – he opened the 

batting for the first XI – and rugby. But his great joy was fell running and the greater the distance the better. 

That, too, began at school, and in his final year he came third in a time of one hour 19 minutes in Sedbergh’s 

noted Wilson Run, a 10-mile fell race held annually regardless of the weather and sometimes in gruelling 

conditions. He repeated it in 1981 in two hours two minutes. 

  Saturdays were always sacrosanct as he played cricket for Follifoot Cricket Club in the summer, and from 

September to January went shooting with the Farnley Shoot. He had also been a member of Harrogate Golf Club. 

  When he retired, Dr. Foggitt went to Antarctica for eight weeks, and hitchhiked home through South America. He 

also spent a lot of time pursuing his passion for natural history which took him around the world accompanied by his 

wife, Anna. Dr. Foggitt, who was married twice, is survived by his wife, his sons from his first marriage, Andrew and 

Jonathan, two grandsons and two granddaughters, and by his younger sister Helen.  

JRM 
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Records for 2011 
 

 

The Weather 

Ilkley Weather Record for the Meteorological Year November 2010-December 2011 

In a nutshell, last year was quite warm and very dry. The annual average temperature for the year is 9.7°C, a 

figure which exceeds the 30 year average by 0.7°C, and is the seventh warmest within the record. The 

precipitation total for the year is 668mm, the third driest figure in the record, and some 280 mm below the 30 

year average. 
 

  Winter  The average temperature for winter is 0.7°C lower than the base-line average figure (see Table 1), 

though this negative deviation is entirely due to a very cold December. In fact it was the second coldest 

December on record, the coldest since 1981. In contrast, January conformed to the norm as measured against 

its base-line average temperature, and February was very mild indeed, its monthly average being 2.1°C 

warmer than the base-line figure. Remarkably there was only one air frost recorded in this month (on average 

there are 11). 

  The south westerly airstream that brought the February mildness made the end of winter wet. However this 

was insufficient to compensate for an extremely dry December (the second driest on record) and a markedly 

dry January (12
th
 driest on record), and overall the season was very dry.  

  The dryness of the two coldest months meant that snowfall was relatively rare, and only on four days was 

snow recorded as falling in the town itself. However, the consistent cold of December allowed snow falling 

on the 16
th
 and 17

th
 to survive as isolated patches in gardens and roadsides and as a much more complete 

covering on the surrounding uplands until the end of the month. Indeed maximum temperatures scarcely rose 

above freezing between 17
th
 – 27

th
 December. The 20

th
 of December was our coldest day, the temperature 

only reaching -5°C during the day and plummeting to -11°C at night. Other parts of Britain had even colder 

minima, Topcliff in North Yorkshire recorded -18°C on the 5
th
 and Bristol -18°C on the 21

st
. 

 

  Spring  Mild, all three monthly base-line averages being exceeded. April however was warm rather than 

merely mild, its base-line average being exceeded by 4.3°C. The Met Office reports a deviation of + 3.7°C 

for the UK as a whole, and declares it to have been the warmest and sunniest April in the series from 1910. 

Unsurprisingly perhaps, but unusually, I recorded no air frosts during this month.  Maxima of 17-20°C are 

common within the monthly record, and on the 21
st
 and 22

nd
 maxima of 23°C and 24°C respectively were 

recorded. 

  The season was extremely dry, March being the 3
rd

 driest (with a precipitation total of only 22% of the 

monthly base-line average), and April the 4th driest (with a precipitation total amounting to a mere 9% of the 

monthly base-line average), within the Ilkley record. May was also dry overall, but its deviation from the 

average is not so extreme (81% of the base-line average being recorded) and there was a nearly normal 

number of raindays this month. 
 

  Summer overall conforms to the seasonal base-line averages for both temperature and rainfall. June began 

on a fine, warm note but the weather became gradually unsettled. The number of raindays is about normal 

for the month, but showers fell on a further 10 days, giving individual amounts of less than 1mm. A short-

lived warm spell in the last week gave the highest temperature (31°C) of 2011. The first few days of July 

were also fine and warm, but again the weather became unsettled, giving storms with heavy rain, thunder and 

lightning between the 5
th
 and the 9

th
. There were two further brief settled interludes in July, one mid-month 

and the other at the end. August was predominantly cool and unsettled. The warmest temperatures (22-

25.5°C), were recorded between the 1
st
 and the 3

rd
 of the month but generally day-time maxima are in the 

mid to high teens. The temperature deviation for the month is -0.5°C, a figure that puts it into the lowest 

quartile of August records. 
 

  Autumn was the sixth warmest on record and quite dry. The weather in September was unsettled, but 

precipitation was generally in the form of showers, and although there were longer spells of rain on the 5
th
, 

8
th
 and 16

th
, giving quite high individual totals, the total for the month is only 68% of the base-line average. 
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The average temperature for the month exceeds the base-line average by 1.8°C, being helped by a spell of 

unseasonably high day-time maxima of around 26°C or so at the end of the month. October 1
st
 saw the end of 

the Indian summer, though temperatures continued to be mild throughout the month. The westerly airstreams 

responsible for this also brought a mixture of showers and prolonged spells of rain. Overall the month was 

warm and slightly drier than normal. November was very mild and quite dry. Only one air frost was 

recorded, four less than the base-line average for the month, and the temperature deviation is +2.3°C making 

it the 4
th
 warmest November within the Ilkley record. There was an almost normal number of raindays but 

most of these brought moderate totals so that the total precipitation for the month is only 60% of the base-

line average. 

 
Table 1: Weather data for Ilkley for the meteorological year 2010-2011, and base-line averages 

for comparison. Base-line values have been calculated using Ilkley data for the period 1971-

2000. Raindays are defined as those having precipitation totals equal to or exceeding 1mm. 

Frostdays are those having a minimum air temperature equal to or less than 0 C. 
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-0.7 3.7   
31.5      

(29.4) 
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 d
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14 21 9 

Jan 
2011 

3.3 3.1   
51           

(50) 
102   12 15 11 11 

Feb 
2011 

5.6 3.5 2.7 3.4 
120.5     
(165) 

73 
203     
(72) 

282 16 11 1 11 

Mar 
2011 

6.0 5.2   
13.1         
(22) 

61   5 13 
4 (last 

air frost 
on 12

th
 ) 

7 

Apr 
2011 

11.6 7.3   
6.7          
(9) 

72   2 10 0 3 

May 
2011 

11.7 10.4 9.8 7.6 
63.4       
(81) 

78 
83       

(39) 
211 14 12 0 0 

June 
2011 

14.9 13.3   
41.9      
(64) 

66   9 10 0 0 

July 
2011 

15.6 15.7   
60.5     
(112) 

54   10 9 0 0 

Aug 
2011 

14.9 15.4 15.1 
14.
8 

84.6     
(126) 

67 
187    

(100) 
187 15 11 0 0 

Sep 
2011 

14.3 12.5   
52.6      
(63) 

83   10 11 0 0 

Oct 
2011 

10.7 9.1   
86         

(98) 
88   15 12 0 1 

Nov 
2011 

8.0 5.7 11.0 9.1 
55.9      
(60) 

94 
194.5     
(74) 

264 13 14 
1 (first 
air frost 
on 6

th
 ) 

5 

 

  As always I would like to thank Jenny Dixon for plugging the gaps in my data.  

Julie Tight 
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Botany 

As I work through the records, I struggle to make sure they are correctly spelt.  How about Viola 

reichenbachiana (Early Dog-violet)? – Shades of Sherlock Holmes!! Then there is Climbing Corydalis 

(Ceratocapnos claviculata). And what a mouthful is Harpur-Crewe’s Leopard’s-bane (Doronicum x 

excelsum)!   In the pursuit of accuracy, names can get more elaborate eg Opposite-leaved Golden-saxifrage 

(Chrysosplenium oppositifolium). 

  Just remember that it is humans who choose the names, not the plants.  My current favourite is Sorbus 

vexans (Bloody Whitebeam) – whatever did it do to offend somebody? 

 

New Species Records: 

 i) Established British Species: 

In December, BNB found a few clumps of Lesser Water-parsnip (Berula erecta) in Weeton Beck near 

Rougemont.  This native plant has compound pinnate leaves, with a distinctive ring mark below the bottom 

pair of leaflets.  We have no formal records for it, although it was known of in the 1970s near Burley in 

Wharfedale, also by the Wharfe near Bolton Abbey. 

  An attractive native species, Flowering-rush (Butomus umbellatus), appeared in a riverside field at 

Leathley.  It was at the river edge, and had established a patch about 1m x 2.5 m.  The plant is quite tall and 

stately, and has umbels of pink bell-shaped flowers.  Our nearest records for it are from the Leeds-Liverpool 

canal, in the Leeds – Bradford area. (CH) 

  Fig-leaved Goosefoot (Chenopodium ficifolium) – a few plants were seen by NV in the verge of the Otley-

Leeds road.  It is an uncommon plant with a very scattered distribution in our vice-county.  This record is 

near the western edge of its distribution in VC 64.  It is an archaeophyte, ie it has grown in Britain since 

mediaeval times, at least. 

  Upright Spurge (Euphorbia stricta) – 5 plants appeared in two neighbouring gardens in Addingham.  It is 

really a native plant of limestone woods, and growing here at its northern limits in Britain.  (NV, det. PPA) 

  Don Grant, Chairman of the Botanical Section, YNU, specialises in identifying Hawkweeds and Brambles.  

He has passed us the names of five Hawkweeds found in our area, and named by him and T. Schofield, as 

follows: 

i) Hieracium argilaceum – in the wall at Bolton Abbey, 

ii) H. auratiflorum – a species with large flowers, in Lower Grass Wood, 

iii) H. pellucidum – also found in Lower Grass Wood, 

iv) H. rubiginosum – growing by the River Wharfe at Linton Falls.  It has many flower heads. 

  Identifying hawkweeds can be a slow business, waiting for them to grow, flower and fruit. In due time, Don 

has named a hawkweed found by NV growing on the north-facing outer wall of Ilkley Railway Station, as H. 

pulmonarioides. Don says it is very rare, and only known at 3 other sites in Yorkshire. Worth waiting for!! 

  Imperforate St.John’s-wort (Hypericum maculatum) – BNB found a small colony of this native plant near a 

fence in Hardings Lane, Ilkley.  It has square stems, and lacks the clear spots found in the leaves of some of 

its relations.  In her ‘Plant Atlas for Mid-west Yorkshire’, PPA describes it as ‘Rare, only in 8 widely 

scattered localities, in unmanaged grassland.’ 

  One plant of Common Meadow-rue (Thalictrum flavum) was found by the river side on the WNS botany 

survey day at Springs Wood, Barden.  This is a native species of scattered and declining distribution.  In VC 

64 it occurs largely in the east, typically in wet places, by streams and rivers.  Its only record in Wharfedale 

(not known to NV) is near the Wharfe at Kettlewell.  Could the Barden plant be an offspring, carried 

downstream?  I hope it will persist. 

 

ii) Recent Introductions: 

  Hedge Barberry (Berberis x stenophylla) – a stand of this hybrid was seen in Hardings Lane, Ilkley in front 

of a fence. It arose in 1860 in a garden near Sheffield, and is now popular as a hedging plant. (BNB, NV) 

  Diel’s Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster dielsianus) – a good-sized shrub was found in Panorama Woods, Ilkley by 

BNB, growing near the edge of the wood.  It is a deciduous species from China. 

  Harpur-Crewe’s Leopard’s-bane (Doronicum x excelsum) – was spotted by NF in 2010, at the base of a 

field wall bordering the A660, near Pool Bank.  It was named in 2011 by CH & NV.  It differs from the 
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much commoner Leopard’s-bane (D. pardalianches) in having only 1 or 2 showy flower heads per stem, 

whereas Leopard’s-bane has 3 to 8. 

  Rock Crane’s-bill (Geranium macrorrhizum) – was found in the verge of Queen’s Drive Lane, Ilkley.  It is 

a popular garden plant, from S. Europe, and it has a distinctive scent to its leaves.  (BNB) 

  Persian Ivy (Hedera colchica) – sounds rather exotic for Panorama Woods, Ilkley, but there it grows, in a 

large carpet at one corner of the wood.  It has large leaves, which can be up to 25 cm wide (10”), and 

originates from the Caucasus.  (BNB) 

  Siberian Iris (Iris sibirica) – is often grown in gardens in damp areas and by ponds.  It has blue flowers and 

slender leaves.  A clump was found near a field-stile at the edge of Crabtree Gill Wood by NV. 

  Pale Bridewort (Spiraea alba) – a thicket of this N. American species was seen on a botany walk at 

Blubberhouses.  Its white flowers are in cone-shaped panicles (like Lilac). 

  Bulbous Comfrey (Symphytum bulbosum) – was found by NF in a road verge on the edge of Bramhope 

(just outside our recording area), and named by CH & NV.  It is a plant with quite distinctive pale yellow 

flowers, as the corolla scales, fixed on the inside of the petal-tube, extend beyond this tube by over 1mm. 

  A form of Comfrey called Comfrey ‘Hidcote Blue’ (Symphytum x hidcotense) – was found by DAB by a 

footpath down from Ilkley Moor to the east end of Ben Rhydding. 

  On a visit to Sun Lane N. R., DAB found a plant of American Guelder-rose (Viburnum trilobum) in a mass-

planting of Guelder Rose (V. opulus).  It is a N. American species. 

 

New Site Records: 

i) Special: 

A good female clump of Mountain Everlasting (Antennaria dioica) – was seen in fruit on a WNS botany 

walk in Conistone Gill.  We have records from the larger area, but not from the meadows.  Another new site-

record from the meadows was Kidney Vetch (Anthyllis vulneraria).  Our only record for the Conistone area 

was from Helen LeFevre, in 1981. 

  Parsley Piert (Aphanes arvensis) – over 20 plants were growing in the open ground of the path at the top of 

Girling Trough by CH. 

  Hairy Rock-cress (Arabis hirsuta) – ‘2 wonderful groups’ seen in Thorpe Lane by AMG, who also spotted 

a clump of Fodder Burnet (Poterium sanguisorba ssp balearicum) in the opposite verge. 

  A small group of members helped with the joint BSBI/YDNP 

Threatened Plants Survey in the summer.  A useful by-product of 

this was the finding of sites new to us.  One site held two colonies of 

Flat Sedge (Blysmus compressus), in a field by the road from 

Kettlewell to Park Rash.  In the same field were plants of Grass-of-

Parnassus (Parnassia palustris), Crested Hair-grass (Koeleria 

macrantha) and Autumn Gentian (Gentianella amarella).  At another 

site above Starbotton, many Autumn Gentians were found along an 

old track through pasture. 

  Smooth-stalked Sedge (Carex laevigata) – was seen by M & JC on a YNU meeting at Dob Park. 

A new site for the attractive Blue Sowthistle (Cicerbita macrophylla) – was noticed by PS.  A clump was 

growing by the A59 near the Indian restaurant, Ben Rhydding. 

  A small group of members was privileged to be given permission to visit private land in the upper dale.  

Here we made some great finds.  In the wooded area there was a lot of Lily-of-the-valley (Convallaria 

majalis), and Stone Bramble (Rubus saxatilis).  In the limestone scree were patches of Limestone Fern 

(Gymnocarpium robertianum), and down the sides of the scree, large patches of Mossy Saxifrage (Saxifraga 

hypnoides).  At the foot of limestone crags, we found Jacob’s Ladder (Polemonium caeruleum) plants, and 

along the lower edge of the crags were many plants of Orpine (Sedum telephium). 

  Broad-leaved Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine) – this orchid certainly tries hard in our area to be a 

successful coloniser.  One plant appeared in a garden on Clifton Road, Ilkley (PH).  Another was found by 

JH and NV in the road verge on the south east side of Swinsty Reservoir.  P & JB found two new colonies, 

close to each other, at the town edge of Ilkley Moor, below the Lower Tarn.  PB’s efforts have helped to 

ensure that Bradford Council men will keep an eye on these, as one colony had suffered from the use of 

weed-killer, and the dumping of garden waste, from adjoining property. 
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  Autumn Gentian, or Felwort – has two subspecies, one much less 

common than the other.  The rarer subspecies, G. a. ssp 

septentrionalis, was recorded by PPA at Duck Street Quarry.  It has 

white petals, flushed reddish purple on the outside. 

  Two plants of Field Gentian (G. campestris) – were spotted by a 

sharp-eyed member of UWFS on an outing held jointly with BBG at 

Cray Gill.  This species is on the Threatened Plants list, so a new site 

was a welcome find.  Tea-leaved Willow (Salix phylicifolia) was 

found by the beck at the same meeting.  

  One plant of Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) – found 

in Otley, at the edge of the river. This record is the furthest east and 

the furthest downstream that we have.  (BNB) 

  Grass Vetchling (Lathyrus nissolia) – a good small colony was found on the bank of Lindley Wood 

Reservoir by OM, by the path from the Trout Farm.  Our only other record for this charming plant, with its 

rosy pink pea flowers, was at BRGP, but it has not been seen there since 2004.  Close by, a clump of Spiked 

Sedge (Carex spicata) gave us another new site-record.  (NV)  About a week later, BNB found 2 further 

clumps of the sedge nearby. 

  Lesser Swine-cress (Lepidium didymum) – a good colony seen along the east side of Burley Library. (BNB) 

OM recorded ‘lots of’ Musk (Mimulus moschatus) – below Thruscross Dam.  Our nearest previous records 

for it were from Thruscross reservoir banks above the dam, revealed by droughts in 1990 & 1995 (JH). 

  2 Bee Orchid plants (Ophrys apifera) – were seen at Grimwith Reservoir by M & JC. 

  A preliminary recce for our Bastow Wood walk brought AT & NV some new sites for special plants.  A 

new colony of Herb Paris (Paris quadrifolia) was found, also a small patch of Northern Bedstraw (Galium 

boreale) and, best of all, 2 plants of Dwarf Milkwort (Polygala amarella), only recorded here very 

occasionally. 

  A small colony of female Butterbur (Petasites hybridus) – found by NV at Cocking Lane end, where a 

small stream enters the Wharfe.  It is much less common than the male plant.   

  Wild Plum (Prunus domestica ssp insititia) – several small trees seen by NV growing on the river bank, 

upstream from Burnsall.  The fruit were quite large and purple, but not edible.  (I tried one – very sour!) 

  Goldilocks (Ranunculus auricomus) – was found by the river path south of Barden Bridge, by HMB.  This 

is our first record for it here, which is rather surprising, as it is a popular walk. 

  Glaucous Dog-rose (Rosa caesia ssp vosagiaca) – occurs as a scatter of plants in the western half of our 

vice county.  One plant was found at the base of a crag near Arncliffe by a small WNS group.  This rose has 

glaucous, non-hairy blue-green leaves. 

  Another rose, Sweet-briar (Rosa rubiginosa) – was found by BNB at Lindley Wood Reservoir, in open 

rough grassland by the dam overflow.  BNB also found a specimen by the Otley-Burley road, probably 

planted.  It is an attractive rose with a scent of apples. 

  The genus Rubus (Brambles) is very large and complex, with many species and microspecies.  Naming 

most of them is a job for a specialist.  On a YNU meeting at Dob Park, DRG identified a Bramble as R. 

mucronulatus. We have only one earlier record for it, also from DRG, who found it on the roadside near 

Timble Ings in 2008. 

  Cut-leaved Bramble (R. laciniatus) is another bramble with only one previous record.  BNB found it 

growing to the east of the Lower Tarn, Ilkley Moor in December.  Previously, it had been recorded by BBG 

at BRGP in 1990. 

  Creeping Willow (Salix repens) – was found on the grazing lawn, OWNR.  (JP, NV) 

  Hairy Stonecrop (Sedum villosum) – only occurs in our area in the upper dales.  BNB found the plant 

growing by Hagg Beck, in the Raisgill area, on a plant survey day. 

  Rock Whitebeam (Sorbus rupicola) – is a small and rare tree.  It was exciting to find a number of 

specimens near the foot of limestone crags in Littondale.  At least one tree must have been of some age, as it 

had a girth of 57 cm.  Details have been passed to the referee, Dr. Tim Rich, by BNB. 

  Lesser Meadow-rue (Thalictrum minus) – was found in limestone scree and pavement on a walk to Blue 

Scar, above Arncliffe, along with many plants of Sanicle (Sanicula europea), Limestone Fern 

(Gymnocarpium robertianum) and one patch of Rigid Buckler-fern (Dryopteris submontana).  A patch of 



 

26 

Smaller Cat’s-tail (Phleum bertolonii) – was found by a stone wall on the same walk.  This grass is a smaller 

version of Timothy, and typical of old pasture. 

  A plant of Globeflower (Trollius europaeus) – was found by HMB and RJB in limestone pavement above 

Conistone. 

  Sweet Violet (Viola odorata) – found growing in the sandy river bank near OWNR by CH.  She says there 

were clumps of deep purple-flowered and of white-flowered plants, both well-scented. 
 

 ii) Others 

Fool’s Parsley (Aethusa cynapium) – has appeared in Addingham, both in Church Field and in Church Street.  

(NV) 

  Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria) – was seen by HMB near a field path near Kettlewell. 

A number of Sand Leek plants (Allium scorodoprasum) – were found in both verges of the road between 

Conistone and Grass Wood.  (NV) 

  Green Spleenwort (Asplenium viride) – was spotted by FH in a limestone grike in the Mastiles Lane area. 

  Glaucous Sedge (Carex flacca) – found in the verge of Hardings Lane, Ilkley by BNB.  He also found a 

good clump of Spiked Sedge on the west side of the same road, and  Reflexed Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinellia 

distans) at the road edge, (and again by the A658 near Pool). 

  Pink Purslane (Claytonia sibirica) – was seen near Langbar by CH.  It was also spotted by HB by a path 

from N. Rigton to Pannal (actually just outside our area). 

  Wall Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster horizontalis) – was found on a limestone crag by KB, BNB & CH, when 

walking along the Monk’s Road.  It has a typical herringbone branching pattern.  

  Bullate Cotoneaster (C. rehderi) – several small shrubs were found in Panorama Woods, Ilkley, by BNB.  

This plant has puckered leaves. 

  A few plants of Southern Marsh-orchid (Dactylorhiza praetermissa) – were noticed by DH 

at the foot of a slope to the south of Coutances Way, probably related to the old BRGP 

population. 

  A clump of Hedgerow Crane’s-bill (Geranium pyrenaicum) – was found at the edge of the 

road on Queen’s Road.  (BNB) 

  AMG recorded Crested Hair-grass (Koeleria macrantha) from above Troller’s Gill.  A first 

record for it from here. 

  Red Deadnettle (Lamium purpureum) – was noted by P & JB by a footpath near Myddleton 

Lodge, Ilkley. 

  Hairy Woodrush (Luzula pilosa) was recorded on a walk led by OM through Lindley 

Woods.  On the same walk, and just beyond the woods, an Apple tree (Malus pumila) was 

also seen. 

Two sites for Grass-of-Parnassus (Parnassia palustris) – were recorded in the Park Rash area 

by KB. 

  Sand Spurrey (Spergularia marina) – has reached the Addingham by-pass.  (NV) 

Our second record for Bacopa (Sutera cordata) – turned up in Addingham, Main Street, 

growing in a grating.  This plant is able to seed from window boxes and hanging baskets.  

(NV) 

  Fringe-cups (Tellima grandiflora) – has appeared at the side of the beck, Church Field, Addingham.  (NV) 

  Goat’s-beard (Tragopogon pratensis) – was seen among tall grasses, road verge near Conistone.  (DBr) 

  Gorse (Ulex europaeus) – CH recorded lots of bushes at Lindley Oxmires.  These have been here for long 

enough, but not recorded before. 

  Cowberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea) – 2 big patches seen on Hazelwood Moor by CH. 

  Wall Speedwell (Veronica arvensis) – appeared at Ilkley Health Centre, and also in NV’s garden, 

Addingham. 

 

Other Miscellaneous Records: 

As part of the YDMT/ Nidderdale AONB Hay Time Scheme, BNB and CH surveyed 2 meadows near the 

A59, Dangerous Corner.  Several plants were recorded which filled in gaps for that tetrad in P. Abbott’s 

Plant Atlas for Mid-west Yorkshire.  (A tetrad is a map-square, 2 km x 2 km.)  These included Sweet 
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Vernal-grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), Oval Sedge (Carex leporina), Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus minor) 

and Tufted Vetch (Vicia cracca), among others. 

  The appearance of a fertiliser tip near Leathley brought a colourful and surprising array of plants, noticed 

by CH.  She recorded Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus), Columbine (Aquilegia vulgaris), Ox-eye Daisy, 

Evening Primrose (Oenothera sp), Musk Mallow (Malva moschata), Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), 

Japanese-lantern (Physalis alkekengi) and, most numerous of all, Tomato (Solanum lycopersicum). 

  White-flowered plants recorded this year included both Betony (Betonica officinalis) – a pure-white form, 

seen in Cray Gill, and white Chalk Fragrant-orchids (Gymnadenia conopsea) near the river path, 

Yockenthwaite, both recorded by NF.  Even Neil Barrett, who has a special interest in orchids, said he 

considered White Betony beautiful enough to ‘be considered an honorary orchid’!  On our walk at 

Conistone, a few white-flowered Heath Spotted-orchids (Dactylorhiza maculata) were noticed too. 

  A search on the river bank to re-find Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem (Gagea lutea) west of Ilkley proved 

successful for NV.  Over 20 plants were found in flower, with many more small plants.  The original record 

was made by JH in 1989.  Good plants of Moschatel (Adoxa moschatellina), Alternate-leaved Golden-

saxifrage (Chrysosplenium alternifolium) and of Woodruff  (Galium odoratum) were all found nearby. 

  In the autumn, HMB and NV made a survey of Fewston churchyard, after the 

completion of the building work.  On the dry bank near the steep path, large patches of 

Heath Bedstraw (Galium saxatile) persist, along with Sheep’s Sorrel (Rumex 

acetosella), Mouse-ear Hawkweed and Cat’s-ear (Hypochaeris radicata).  Where the 

work has disturbed the ground, several new species have appeared.  It is to be hoped that 

some of these, such as Ox-eye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Weld (Reseda luteola), 

Red and White Clovers (Trifolium pratense & T. repens) and Small-flowered Crane’s-

bill (Geranium pusillum) will establish themselves in the sward, and that a suitable 

mowing regime can be installed which will encourage them. 

  On a BBG visit to Cray Gill, to NV’s delight, two sites for Alpine Bistort (Persicaria 

vivipara) were re-found by the beck.  It is its only site in our area for which we have 

records, and NV’s first sight of it here. 

  P & JB made three re-finds of earlier Hawkweed records near the town edge of Ilkley 

Moor.  They found two sites for Fox-&-cubs (Pilosella aurantiaca), first mentioned by 

MHA in 1992, also one for Mouse-ear Hawkweed (P. officinarum), again recorded in 1992, but by Malcolm 

Beardshall. 

  A small group walking on the Monk’s Road out of Arncliffe found a double –flowered form of Bulbous 

Buttercup (Ranunculus bulbosus). 

  On our Conistone walk, 2 sites were found, both in open rocky ground near our path, for Field Madder 

(Sherardia arvensis).  This little plant was first recorded from these sites in 1988 and 1990.  It is in decline in 

Britain as a whole. 

 

Flourishing Plants This Year: 

In early April, CH noted that the edges of the road into Pool ‘looked like snow’, thanks to large numbers of 

Danish Scurvy-grass (Cochlearia danica) in flower. 

  Northern Marsh-orchids (Dactylorhiza purpurella) – were seen at a BBG meeting at their Cray site looking 

superb. 

  In November, ML found ‘masses of seed heads’ on the Small Teasels (Dipsacus pilosus) growing below 

Swinsty Dam.  This is an uncommon native plant with a scattered distribution.  It seems to need soils that are 

quite fertile, and when it lands in the right spot, it does very well! 

  The cheery yellow flowers of the long-established Leopard’s-bane along the ditches of the road from Ilkley 

to Askwith, and near the Iron Bridge, made a ‘glorious display’ in mid-May (PS) 

  Wild Daffodils (Narcissus pseudo-narcissus) were looking particularly good and profuse this spring in the 

Washburn valley near Leathley (NV) and in Stainburn Gill (CH).  DBr saw them at Riffa Beck.  

  The Giant Butterbur colony (Petasites japonicus) in the Dob Park area excelled itself this year.  Last year, 

the top number of flower spikes counted was 34.  In early March, NF counted 60, but then in mid-March, KB 

found 68 – just twice last year’s number. 
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  The Purple Saxifrage (Saxifraga oppositifolia) on Penyghent was visited by C & FH in mid-March.  CH 

said ‘What a picture!  Such an intense colour, probably the best I have seen it.’  (It is actually just outside our 

recording area.) 

  Sticky Groundsel (Senecio viscosus) – did very well along the railway line, both at Ben Rhydding and 

Burley in Wharfedale stations.  (NV) 

  April 19
th
, CH reported Bilberry plants (Vaccinium myrtillus) on Otley Chevin were covered with flowers. 

 

Flowering Dates: 

22 Nov 2010 – Winter Heliotrope (Petasites fragrans) started into flower at its riverside site, Ilkley, 10 days 

earlier than MHA has ever recorded it before. Then we had a long cold and snowy period. 

29 Jan 2011 – Hazel (Corylus avellana) – male catkins full of pollen, and female flowers  open, Denton (ML) 

11 Feb – The first Lesser Celandine (Ficaria verna) flower seen in Middleton Ave, Ilkley.   (D & RH)  This 

is a few weeks later than usual. 

12 Feb  –  Winter Heliotrope still in flower (ML) 

16 Feb – 3 Butterbur spikes of flower out, and more to come, at Pegholm Mill, Otley. (CH) 

2 Mar – Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris) – 1 flower seen in the colony in beck below Kilnsey Crag (NV) 

4 Mar – The first Coltsfoot (Tussilago farfara) flowers seen along Denton Road.  (D & RH) 

20 Mar – Wild Daffodils seen at Leathley by CH. 

22 Mar – Barren Strawberry (Potentilla sterilis), seen in flower at Appletreewick by KB. 

28 Mar – Wood Anemone (Anemone nemorosa) in flower near Dob Park Bridge.  (KB)  (The Middleton 

Woods anemones usually get this first!) 

29 Mar  –  Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosella) in flower in Coppy Wood, Ilkley.  MHA’s earliest record for it. 

1 Apr – Several very early Bluebells (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) in flower at Stubham Wood edge, in sunny 

spots, Ilkley.  (P & JB) 

6 Apr –  KB saw an early Bluebell near Low Dam, also Round-leaved Crowfoot (Ranunculus omiophyllus). 

7 Apr –  Common Dog-violet (Viola riviniana) in flower in Lindley Wood.  (KB) 

9 Apr – Toothwort (Lathraea squamaria) was seen by HMB to be up and in bud, Springs Wood near Barden 

Bridge.  CH found Moschatel and Primroses (Primula vulgaris) in flower near Farnley Lake. 

12 Apr – Moschatel seen in flower at the parking area, Norwood  Bottom.  (KB) 

 CH noticed over 10 Sycamores (Acer pseudoplatanus) flowering in Otley Manor  Park. 

31 May – P & JB found a few ripe Bilberries in a sheltered hollow on the lower parts of Ilkley Moor, the 

earliest they have ever found. 

Late Oct – Cowberry plants were recorded near the Barden Reservoirs path, with over 50 flowers!  (SR)  

(Cowberry was first recorded from here on a WNS outing in 1969!) 

 

Notable Trees: 

A mature Field Maple (Acer campestre) – was recorded in Crabtree Gill, with a 

girth of 224cm (88ins), a good size for this species.  (BNB).  Some Beech trees 

(Fagus sylvatica) caught our attention. On a bank in the Hoodstorth Lane area, 

was one with a girth of 175ins at 5ft, on the upper side.  (HMB) 

A standard of the Fern-leaved Beech, F. s. ‘Aspleniifolia’, in a field to the north 

of the A660.  (BNB) See drawing of variation in leaf shape (left). 

And another Fern-leaved Beech, near the entry to Farfield Hall.  ‘A very fine 

tree.’ (AMG) 

  BNB made a survey of Crabtree Gill (see later), and also noted: a mature Ash 

(Fraxinus excelsior) – with a girth of 323 cm (127ins), a large old female 

Crack Willow (Salix fragilis) – which had fallen over, but was still throwing 

shoots up from branches on the ground, and a Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra) with 

a girth of 120 cm (48ins). 

  BNB also found another Wych Elm, of the same girth, on Otley Danefield, 

near Danefield Gate. 

  Two mature Grey Poplar trees (Populus x canescens) – noted earlier by BNB by Ilkley Old Road, 

Addingham, were finally identified.  They have woolly, Aspen-like leaves. 
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Botany Section Outings 

Middleton Woods Ilkley – Trees in Winter, 3rd March     `  Leader Bruce Brown 

Midwinter is hardly the normal time of year for botanising but several members were interested to learn 

more about recognising trees in winter, so we agreed to meet locally for a couple of hours. It was a coldish 

cloudy day but thankfully dry as 10 well clad members met at the Ilkley Lido car-park. Our route started 

with some of the trees round the back of the Lido. Then we entered Middleton Woods to follow the lowest 

path to the Suspension Bridge, returning along the river bank and by the side of the Rugby Club back to the 

car-park. 

  Our first tree with its large sticky buds was easy to identify as a Horse-

chestnut. But sometimes it can be easier to recognise trees by features other 

than their buds – Birch with its silvery bark, Cherry with its horizontal bands 

of lenticels on the trunk, Hazel and Alder with distinctive catkins or cones, 

spines on Hawthorn and Blackthorn, the unmistakeable smell of Elder – all 

these can be give-away clues to their identity. Some trees such as Oak and 

Beech may retain some old brown leaves, otherwise fallen leaves around the 

tree base may be helpful, but only if you can guarantee they were from your 

tree being examined. 

  But winter buds are nevertheless a key feature for 

recognition. The bud scales of Alder on short stalks 

have a distinctive purple bloom and Ash buds are 

sooty black. Elm has lovely chocolate brown coloured buds on a zigzag stem. As 

spring approaches some of their buds swell to take on a very rounded appearance – 

these are the flower buds which break open before the pointed leaf buds. 

  Beech is easy to spot with its long pointed buds, almost sharp enough to prick 

oneself. They are arranged alternately along the twig. It is helpful to separate those 

trees with alternate buds from ones with opposite pairs. Other examples of the 

former are Elm, Hazel, Birch and Rowan; whereas Maple, Sycamore, Ash and 

Horse-chestnut have opposite buds. Some species like Willow and Poplar have 

alternate buds which spiral round the stem. We saw these as we followed the 

riverside. The poplars were mature trees with huge rough trunks and twigs with 

large pointed buds. They were not as sticky as horse-chestnuts but if you hold 

them between warm fingers for a while some balsam smelling resin will be 

exuded. These are actually Black-poplar, so less sticky than the true Balsam-poplar. 

  Our final tree as we got back to the Lido was rather nondescript until we spotted its two inch long rather 

vicious looking curved spines, which identified it as a Cockspur-thorn. Altogether our short walk had 

provided over 20 different deciduous trees for us to positively identify, at least to genus level, although not 

always to exact species.       (This report by Bruce Brown) 

 

Bastow Wood  5
th 

May
     

Leader Anne Tupholme 

A group of 17 met at Townhead, Grassington, to walk across Lea Green to Bastow Wood. 

In the walled lane, we saw some very good plants of Brittle Bladder-fern (Cystopteris fragilis), also Shining 

Crane’s-bill (Geranium lucidum) and Crosswort (Cruciata laevipes). 

  We then crossed the limestone grassland and, near the gate into Bastow, found a lovely patch of Spring 

Sandwort (Minuartia verna) on open bare ground.  It is a lead-tolerant plant, and we thought that the bare 

ground may have indicated some lead in the soil, giving the sandwort the advantage of some clear space!  

Nearby were some good areas of Mountain Pansies (Viola lutea).  The flowers seemed smaller and deeper 

yellow than usual – a consequence of the unusually dry April? 

  Going into Bastow from the south end, we came into typical limestone woodland.  At the start we were 

faced by a limestone outcrop, on which lots of Hairy Violet (Viola hirta), Woodruff (Galium odoratum) and 

Barren Strawberry were established.  After some discussion, we agreed we had found Dewberry (Rubus 

caesius) as well as Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg).  Behind this area a previously unrecorded patch of Herb 

Paris was spotted. 
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  Soon we were in a wide valley, where Primroses grow under a summer cover of Bracken (Pteridium 

aquilinum).  Concern was expressed that primrose numbers are well down from 20 or so years ago, and the 

bracken very much more widely spread and prominent. At one time this area was used as a semi-natural 

pound for ponies working in nearby quarries, and their trampling would have helped to keep the bracken in 

check. 

  Next we took a track off to an area of limestone pavement with a cairn on it.  On the way, we found a 

Buckthorn tree (Rhamnus catharticus), but also noted serious Birch (Betula spp) regeneration, giving 

thickets of small dense scrubby growth.  Some Burnet Roses (Rosa spinosissima) were spotted, and the 

occasional Early-purple Orchid (Orchis mascula).   

  In the area of the cairn we found very good plants of the uncommon Spring Cinquefoil (Potentilla 

tabernaemontani), along with Wild Thyme (Thymus polytrichus), Common Rockrose (Helianthemum 

nummularium) and Small Scabious (Scabiosa columbaria).  Spring Cinquefoil is difficult to distinguish from 

its near-relative, Alpine Cinquefoil (P. crantzii).  Both are variable species, both occur here, as there is open 

rocky ground, and they do hybridize.  Both species are categorised as Scarce in Britain, being present in only 

16 – 100 10km x 10km squares.  So we could not just accept that Spring Cinquefoil flowers earlier, but had 

to check for rooting along the stems, and the teeth on the leaflets. 

  Close by, we found a small area of Northern Bedstraw, another uncommon plant. 

  Back among the trees, wild Columbine plants were coming into flower, and Stone Bramble was found in a 

birch thicket.  Paul caught a Speckled Yellow Moth, so that we could all have a look at this attractive insect, 

which was desperately laying its eggs at the time!  We saw 4 adult moths in all. 

  As we walked north toward the more open areas of traditional wood pasture, for which Bastow Wood is 

noted, we found more and more thickets of young birches.  We also noticed that the Blue Moor-grass 

(Sesleria caerulea), which grows so abundantly here, has become very long and rank.  There has been no 

formal grazing here for around twenty years now. 

  After crossing the main track from Grass Wood to Lea Green, we stopped at a mound 

well-covered with Spring Cinquefoil and Salad Burnet (Poterium sanguisorba 

sanguisorba).  The star find here was Dwarf Milkwort (Polygala amarella).  Its 

conservation status is Vulnerable, and it is categorised as Rare, being present in 15 or 

less 10km x 10km squares in Britain.  Our last record for it here (or anywhere else in 

Wharfedale), was for one plant seen by Audrey Gramshaw and Rosemary Payne in 

1995.  The New Atlas states that it is ‘a plant of short, close-grazed turf’, having a high 

light requirement.  We had found two little plants with their blue flowers (up to 30 per 

stem), and bitter-tasting leaves, which protect them against casual grazing. 

  Walking towards the dewpond, we saw lovely drifts of Mountain Pansies.  On closer 

inspection, the yellow petals were set off by unusually dark blue sepals – most 

attractive.  Was this another response to the dry weather of April?  Studies show that 

this species has been in sharp decline between 1984 and 2004, losing its presence in 

half of its tetrads in Britain.   

  From here we turned back towards our entry gate, enjoying a small area of Wood 

Anemones.  Our Early-purple Orchid count got to about 24. 

  Back at the southern end of the wood, we saw another patch of Herb Paris, which had 

last been recorded by Audrey Gramshaw in 1990.  It had over 100 flowers.  Near the path we saw just 2 

plants of Goldilocks, the woodland buttercup.   

  Our first meeting of the year produced a list of about 105 species – not too bad for a 

start!  Many thanks, Anne, for giving us such a good day. 

 

Buckden – Redmire Wood. 2
nd

 June      Leader Richard Humpidge (YDNT) 

Our visit to Buckden was blessed with a really beautiful day.  We met Richard in Buckden 

car park, and then walked downstream along the paved path, looking at the riverside trees. 

  These included a Cut-leaved Alder (Alnus glutinosa ‘Laciniata’), Swedish Whitebeams 

(Sorbus intermedia) and, more exotic, a Wellingtonia (Sequoiadendron giganteum) and a 

Cedar-of-Lebanon (Cedrus libani). 

Salad Burnet 
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  Richard told us that Redmire Wood had been part of an area belonging to the Devonshire Estate, along with 

a deer park and farms.  It was sold to the Ramsden family, who lived at Buckden House.  There was old 

woodland on the site, but in Victorian times exotic trees were added to give interest.  Carriage drives were 

made, walls and seats were built, waterfall views were enhanced and gates installed, all to make an attractive 

and interesting place to visit, and to stop for a picnic. 

  Some of the trees planted in 1852 and 1854 are now fine specimens, about 160 years old. 

In time, the estate was split up, and the Watson brothers, who rescued so much land in the upper dale, bought 

Redmire Wood, bequeathing it to the National Trust. 

  Now it is being ‘refurbished’, with tracks and walls, seats and gates repaired or replaced, so that it can be 

opened up to the public, with two different walking routes through it, accessible from Buckden. Our path 

took us along the bottom of the wood, and we could see where other tracks were being repaired – a big job! 

  We saw over 30 species of tree from the path, but by no means explored all of the wood.  Apart from 

natives such as Ash, Bird Cherry (Prunus padus) and the two Oaks – Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) and 

Sessile Oak – there were the exotics, some of these standing out really well above the rest. 

  These included Sitka Spruce (Picea sitchensis) and Norway Spruce (P. abies) (which would be less familiar 

to the Victorians than they are to us), Japanese Red Cedar (Cryptomeria japonica), Wellingtonia and Cedar-

of-Lebanon.  And of course, the Victorians would wish to include Rhododendrons (Rhododendron ponticum) 

and Box (Buxus sempervirens).  A Fern-leaved Beech was another fine specimen tree. 

  Our lunch stop was at the pretty steep-sided Step Gill. Here Anne nearly lost her rucksack, which took off 

down the slope, but worse, she nearly followed it!  Nicky’s entertainment was watching a Cockchafer beetle, 

busy in the leaf litter. 

  The woodland understorey was very largely Bracken, Dog’s Mercury and Meadowsweet in the lower wood, 

but we clocked up over 70 herb species in all.  These included a lovely patch of Wild Strawberry (Fragaria 

vesca) on a sunny bank, New Zealand Willowherb (Epilobium brunnescens) and quite a lot of Common 

Figwort (Scrophularia nodosa). 

  Leaving the wood at the top end, we crossed the grassland of the old Deer Park.  This showed something of 

an acidic influence, probably with some boulder clay over-lying the limestone.  We noted Heath Woodrush 

in both its forms – Luzula multiflora ssp multiflora and L. m. ssp congesta, with its compact flower heads. 

We saw Heath Bedstraw, Pignut (Conopodium majus), also Fairy Flax (Linum catharticum), Limestone 

Bedstraw (Galium sterneri) and Hoary Plantain (Plantago media). 

  At a small flush, there were Few-flowered Spike-rush (Eleocharis quinqueflora) and Pyrenean Scurvy-grass 

(Cochlearia pyrenaica), along with several sedges and Yellow Pimpernel (Lysimachia nemorum). 

  After our walk back to Buckden, a cuppa at the café made a welcome end to a really good day. 

Thank you, Richard.  We hope the re-opening of Redmire Wood is a successful venture.  We can certainly 

recommend it to other WNS members. 
 

Conistone Gill  30
th

 June    Leader Heather Burrow 

A big group of 19 met at Conistone Bridge, and set off through the village to pick up our path.  The day was 

to prove rich and rewarding, with nearly 240 records being made. Our first three fields were of sloping 

limestone pasture, with exposures of limestone pavement and scree. 

  Looking across the ground, it was lovely to see the bright yellow flowers of Common Rockrose fringing the 

patches of scree, and lots of Dropwort (Filipendula vulgaris) – a relative of Meadowsweet – with its foamy 

creamy white flowers and pink buds.  Despite its specific name ‘vulgaris’, it is rare and declining, whereas 

Meadowsweet is common! 

  Highlights in the lower fields were a Selfheal colony (Prunella vulgaris) with fine pink flowers, instead of 

the usual purple, Kidney Vetch and a patch of Mountain Everlasting – female plants in seed with their fluffy 

heads.  By the path, we found little plants of Wild Madder growing round bare limestone.  This is a scarce 

plant in our area, typically found in dry open sites.  Nationally, however, it seems to be on the increase 

(which makes a change!).  This may be because it can colonise waste ground.   

  A small outcrop of limestone pavement held two little Hawthorns (Crataegus monogyna), neatly ‘bonsai-

ed’ by their difficult growing situation. 

  In the third field we re-found a nice patch of around 20 Field Gentians, recorded here by Carmen the 

previous year.  They grow in an area where, in a few weeks’ time, their close relative the Autumn Gentian 

should be in flower. 
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  Going by the vegetation, the pH here gets rather lower, maybe nearer to neutral, than in the lower base-rich 

fields. Two grasses giving a hint of this were Heath-grass (Danthonia decumbens) and Crested Hair-grass. 

  Moving on through an area of Bracken and Wood Sage (Teucrium scorodonia), with Heath Speedwell 

(Veronica officinalis), Rough Hawkbit (Leontodon hispidus) and a Puffball identified by Audrey as 

Bascellum pratense, we reached the rocky steep shoulder of the Dib. 

  Here we found more Field Madder in our path, and Marjoram (Origanum 

vulgare) nearby.  Northern Bedstraw was growing on the side of the scar, in 

vertical cracks, and Harebells (Campanula rotundifolia) also found the cliff 

edges a good spot.   

  Some scrambling to the limestone pavement above rewarded us with Bloody 

Crane’s-bill (Geranium sanguineum) and single trees of Buckthorn, Holly (Ilex 

aquifolium) and Spindle (Euonymus europaeus).  Spindle is only thinly scattered 

in the dales.  Tucked into the grikes there were Wood Anemones, and Lesser 

Meadow-rue in flower.  Heather showed us a colony of the nationally scarce 

Angular Solomon’s-seal (Polygonatum odoratum), healthy but lacking flowers 

or fruits.  

  We saw several different ferns, including a plant of Borrer’s Male-fern 

(Dryopteris borreri).  However, we failed to re-find a Globeflower plant seen by 

Heather on an earlier recce.  Altogether a fascinating area. 

  Walking back down, we admired several Heath Spotted-orchids, including two 

white-flowered plants. Many thanks go to Heather for her thorough recces, and a 

very enjoyable walk. 
 

Blubberhouses to Low Dam  14
th

 July    Leader Nicky Vernon 

Our first plant of interest was at the edge of the Blubberhouses car park, making a large thicket at the side of 

the Washburn, just before it flows into Fewston Reservoir.  This is White Bridewort (Spiraea alba). 

  After crossing the busy A59 (with care!), we paused to look at a few of the salt-tolerant species which have 

colonised the splash zone of the verge.  These include Danish Scurvy-grass, Lesser Sea-spurrey (Spergularia 

marina), Reflexed Saltmarsh-grass and Spear-leaved Orache (Atriplex prostrata).  These plants have all 

made steady progress along our road verges in recent years. 

  In the area at the bottom of the steps are several Lawson Cypress (Chamaecyparis lawsoniana), some 

appear healthy, but others are dead or dying.  Leeds Corporation used to run a tree nursery here, and these 

are a legacy of that time. 

  The path stays close to the Washburn, and curves round the cricket field.  Along here we found a colony of 

Wood Stitchwort (Stellaria nemorum), native Goldenrod (Solidago virgaurea), Bluebell seed heads and Red 

Campion (Silene dioica). 

  Above the rocks at the river’s edge we saw sturdy clumps of Greater Woodrush (Luzula sylvatica), 

occasional yellow Hawkweeds and the delicate Wood Meadow-grass (Poa nemoralis). 

  Trees along the path include Common Lime (Tilia x europea), Norway Spruce and Sitka Spruce.  The most 

eye-catching trees, however, are the Beeches.  Someone must have planted a boundary line of them, many 

years ago, and it looks as if some early attempt was made to lay them, as a hedge.  Now they form a line of 

oddly-shaped and inter-grown trunks, with some fine mature trees among them.  They may give a clue as to 

how the Washburn has changed its course over the years. 

  Nearing Low Dam pond, the group found occasional young toadlets on the path.  (Though at the right time, 

there can be thousands.)  The pond itself looked good, and the earlier small leak had been repaired.  At the 

north end, Water Horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile) and Bottle Sedge (Carex rostrata) have both established 

large colonies.  They often occur together, and indicate acidic conditions.  Bottle Sedge in particular, will not 

tolerate ‘enriched’ waters, ie eutrophication. 

  Near here, BNB pointed out two good colonies of Narrow Buckler-fern (Dryopteris carthusiana), and then 

we were at the wet area near the Dragonfly Information Board.   

  This year we could only find one plant of Trailing St.John’s-wort (Hypericum humifusum) – but the 

vegetation is getting overgrown, and Trailing St.John’s-wort prefers an open situation.  Marsh Valerian 

leaves (Valeriana dioica) and Marsh Violet leaves (Viola palustris) were seen, and in the trackside ditch 

were the white and yellow flowers of Round-leaved Crowfoot. A little further on, the track widens out, with 

Northern Bedstraw 
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an area of wetland on one side, where a good number of Common Spotted-orchids (Dactylorhiza fuchsii) 

were in flower. 

  On again, two plants of note, so near the path they had only limited life-expectancy, were checked out.  

First, a plant of Nettle-leaved Bellflower (Campanula trachelium), with six flowering shoots, one already 

trampled, and second, a small group of Broad-leaved Helleborines, so badly damaged, they will probably 

fail.  The Nettle-leaved Bellflower plant is the only one we know of in the Washburn valley. From this point, 

two paths can be taken back, a higher path through the fields, or the way we had come. 

N.B. – a handy leaflet covering this walk, The Blubberhouses Tree Trail has now been written by local 

members of the Nidderdale Tree Wardens, and printed by Nidderdale AONB.  It is for sale, price 40p, and 

covers trees in winter and in summer. 
 

Stake Pass 21st July       Leader Nicky Vernon 

A group of 16 met at the Cray end of Stake Pass, to walk north along the track.  This takes you through a 

range of habitats, with great views as you go.  It offers limestone outcrops, limestone grassland and a little 

pavement, as well as acid moorland and wetland. 

  The first feature of interest is Hell Gap, where the track rises in a curve between rocky outcrops.  Big 

boulders have recently been placed at the sides of the track here, to prevent vehicle damage. 

  On the limestone rocks we found Eyebright (Euphrasia officinalis agg.), Brittle 

Bladder-fern and Maidenhair Spleenwort (Asplenium trichomanes ssp 

quadrivalens), with the odd plant of Small Scabious. 

  Further on, we wandered across the grassland to a little gorge, with a wet flush 

running down through it.  Here were several sedges to be pondered over – Common 

Yellow-sedge (Carex demissa) and, we thought, probably Long-stalked Yellow-

sedge (C. lepidocarpa).  Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga), Cuckooflower 

(Cardamine pratensis) and Bog Stitchwort (Stellaria alsine) gave colour in the 

damp mossy ground.  Further on again, we found two more sedges, distinctive ones, 

Flea Sedge (Carex pulicaris) and Star Sedge (C. echinata), again in wetter ground. 

  Our lunch stop was in a bowl-shaped area of limestone grassland, with nearby 

Autumn Gentians, or Felworts, to enjoy.  On a WNS walk here in 1991, JH had 

recorded large numbers, including ‘dozens’ of the rare subspecies G. a. 

septentrionalis.  This has a creamy-white corolla, flushed reddish-purple on the 

outside, rather than the commoner dull purple of the subspecies G. a. amarella.  We 

were really too early for the best-flowering of the plants, although we did find some. 

  CH & FH revisited the site on 3
rd

. August, and counted 112 Felworts, of which just a few, maybe 5, were 

the rare subspecies.  They also found another 8 plants below the Hell Gap area. 

  Our path then took us to acid moorland, wet to varying degrees.  Here we found some good Sundew plants 

(Drosera rotundifolia), clumps of Deer-grass (Trichophorum germanicum) and Hare’s-tail Cotton-grass 

(Eriophorum vaginatum), also Cross-leaved Heath (Erica tetralix).  Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum) 

plants were spotted, but with no evidence of flowers, only the leaves. 

  In drier areas there were Heather (Calluna vulgaris), Crowberry (Empetrum nigrum) and Heath Woodrush 

(Luzula multiflora).  This last is not always easy to tell apart from Field Woodrush (L. campestris), but BNB 

had us looking at the shape of the seeds – oblong for Heath W., and round for Field W. – and our seeds were 

oblong. 

  Here we also found a glamorous Emperor Moth caterpillar, with its green body marked with black rings, 

which in turn sported yellow pimples with black bristles. 

  Our walk went as far as the limestone pavement near Stake Moss.  This was a small area, with only Green 

Spleenwort and Wall-rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria) to add to our finds. 

  Walking back, where the track sides had been ditched, we saw occasional plants of Common Butterwort 

(Pinguicula vulgaris) and the white starry flowers of Knotted Pearlwort (Sagina nodosa). 

 

Trees on Otley Chevin, Danefield   8th September               Leader Bruce Brown 

Our second look at trees this year would be expected to be in much nicer weather. But no, the rain was really 

teeming down as we met at the Quarry car-park with cags, wellies and umbrellas. Despite this 13 brave and 

Eyebright 
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enthusiastic souls turned up to defy the elements. We checked out the Aspen (Populus tremula) round the 

car-park perimeter, then crossing East Chevin Road entered the forest at Danefield Gate with its large 

millstone. 

  Danefield, once owned by the Fawkes family of Farnley Hall, was an area of mature forest which was 

pretty much clear felled as part of the war effort. After being donated to the people of Otley, the part we were 

in was the first to be replanted in 1952 with a mixture of trees including scots pine, larch, sycamore, red oak 

and beech amongst others. Of particular interest to us though were the individual exotic and ornamental 

species planted alongside the main track-ways which we were to explore. Both conifers and broad-leaves 

were seen in abundance, but this report will concentrate on the latter, leaving conifers for a future Review 

article. 

  Almost immediately we came across a Wych Elm whose girth was measured to be four feet round, 

obviously mature enough to have resisted attack from Dutch elm disease and a good 

healthy looking tree. We found several rowans and whitebeams to compare. A rather 

delicate looking rowan with leaves of around 10 pairs of leaflets (common Rowan (S. 

aucuparia) has 5-7 pairs) and pink berries was initially identified as a Himalayan 

species Sorbus vilmorinii, but later confirmed by David Broughton, our VC64 

Recorder, to be a vilmorinii hybrid Sorbus ‘Pearly King’. 

Close by was a whitebeam with large dinner-plate sized 

leaves, Mitchell’s Whitebeam (S. thibetica). We also saw 

Common Whitebeam (S. aria) and Swedish Whitebeam. 

  A number of maples were compared, some conveniently 

planted side by side near a turning area along the track. 

Norway maple (Acer platanoides) has whiskery points to 

its leaves; Silver Maple (A. saccharinum) with deeply in-

cut leaves, and Sugar Maple (A. saccharum) with slightly 

hairy leaves and depicted on the Canadian flag. The 

common Sycamore was also never far away. Two species 

of snake-bark maple, named after their distinctively 

coloured trunk markings, were spotted – Her’s Maple (A. grosseri var. hersii) 

from China and Moosewood (A. pensylvanicum) from North America. 

  A relic from pre-war days was a really old looking Sessile Oak, pollarded long ago above its short fat trunk 

and thick branches dangling down almost to ground level. Presumably it escaped the axe because of its 

awkward angular shaped branches, not good enough to be of use for timber. So fortunately for us we can still 

admire it today. 

  After crossing the bridge over the Holbeck ravine we followed the track paralleling it down towards the 

main A660 road. Hidden in the verdant growth of the ravine is an Indian Bean tree (Catalpa bignonioides) 

from North America and a Fern-leaved Beech with delicately lacy fine-cut leaves. Much easier to get at 

however were more exotics by the track-side. There was a type of Japanese Rowan (Sorbus commixta) with 

long pointed leaflets and large clusters of bright red berries; London Plane (Platanus x hispanica) a bit 

similar to sycamore but with large leaves placed alternately along the twigs; False Acacia (Robinia 

pseudoacacia) with two-pronged spines and rounded leaflets. Really nice were two Tulip Trees 

(Liriodendron tulipifera) with their unusual truncated leaves (and spectacular yellow ‘tulip’ flowers earlier in 

the season). 

  Although the rain had relented somewhat we were all rather soggy by now, so time to retrace our steps back 

to the car-park; but not before some of the stalwarts ate their sandwiches under the dripping trees. I (BB) 

think I’ve developed a reputation now for wet days on my walks!   (Report by Bruce Brown) 

 

Surveys 

Bolton Abbey Estate Survey – Springs Wood, 19
th 

May  Leader Roy Lingard (Head Forester) 

A group of fourteen met Roy at Barden Bridge.  Good omens for the day were a kingfisher flying upstream 

and under the bridge, and a Brimstone moth on the wing. 
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  Roy told us that Beech and Sycamore had been felled in the wood in 2004, and some of it had been 

replanted in 2005.  (The value of the timber was around £15 to £18 per ton – unless it proved to be the rare 

‘ripple wood’, which can earn up to £1000 per ton!) 

  My thought that Springs Wood got its name from the water-springs arising down the slope, and making it 

quite a wet wood, was sorted out by Roy. Apparently, trees were selected to be felled for use in building 

work, if they could provide ‘springs’, ie trunks with joints, which cope with bending strains placed on them. 

  At the start, several plants of Welted Thistle (Carduus acanthoides) were noticed around the base of a 

rough heap of hard core.  Silverweed (Potentilla anserina) was growing well in this open area, with its bright 

yellow buttercup-like flowers and silvery leaves covering the ground. 

  We walked along the riverside path to the south end of the wood, before turning to strike up the hillside.  

There is always plenty to see at the sides of this path.  The well-known patch of Herb Paris was voted to be 

looking rather larger this year. The colony of Butterbur – a much less common female one, was looking 

splendid with the tall fruiting stems bearing their tassel-like heads, very different from the much shorter, 

more compact male flower spikes. 

  Several Giant Bellflower (Campanula latifolia) plants were growing on the river bank and Dame’s-violet 

(Hesperis matronalis) too. The latter is popular with caterpillars, and adds fragrance to a warm evening. 

  Three ‘arrivals’ on the river bank here are i) a large colony of Dotted Loosestrife (Lysimachia punctata), ii) 

another large colony of Michaelmas Daisy (Aster sp), and iii) one plant of Common Meadow-rue. They have 

probably all been washed down from upstream. 

  In the woodland, the understorey was rich and tall.  Here we found a lot of lush Rough Meadow-grass (Poa 

trivialis), the elegant Hairy Brome (Bromopsis ramosa), and a lot of Wood Dock (Rumex sanguineus). At 

our lunch-stop (on a convenient fallen tree trunk), we were surrounded by tall Bracken and some fine clumps 

of Lady Fern (Athyrium filix-femina). Several of the Lady Fern plants had attractive reddish ‘stems’ or rachi. 

  Where the wood was a little drier, we found Red Campion (Silene dioica), Bluebells and Three-nerved 

Sandwort (Moehringia trinervia) – all Ancient Woodland Indicator plants.  Here we stopped to look at some 

coppiced Alders which were large and striking, and probably about 150 years old. In the upper wood, we 

found the remains of two patches of Wild Daffodils, which have grown here for many years. 

  Coming back down through the trees, we found a wetter area, with Common Valerian (Valeriana 

officinalis), Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris) and many plants of Large Bittercress (Cardamine amara). 

  Our day’s records covered over 130 herb species and 17 tree species.  Of these, 36 can be considered to be 

AWIs (Ancient Woodland Indicators).  Our thanks go to Roy Lingard for giving us another really interesting 

day’s outing.           BB 
 

YDMT Hay Time Project 

The development of this huge project continued in 2011, spear-headed by Christa Perry, Don Gamble and 

their colleagues, working from the Yorkshire Dales Millenium Trust (YDMT). It eventually involved the 

YDNPA, Natural England and Nidderdale AONB. 

  Overall 26 schemes were implemented this summer, and harvested seed was introduced to 112+ hectares of 

meadow.  Of these, 34+ hectares were in Nidderdale AONB. 

  We had hoped to help again with survey work in the upper dales, and to try seed collection by hand, but we 

did not manage to get these organised. 

  However, a number of WNS members attended a training session run by Christa at Thruscross on an 

evening in June.  This led eventually to five members undertaking surveys of ten meadows, eight in the 

Timble area and two near the A59 at Dangerous Corner. 

  The total number of species found in all the ten meadows we surveyed was 65, with an average of just over 

27 species per meadow.  (This compares with one traditionally-managed hay meadow in Wensleydale, which 

we surveyed by the same method in 2010, and which gave us a species-count of 80!) 

  Of the meadows we surveyed, maybe six could be possible donors of Yellow Rattle seed.  Seven meadows 

had species counts of over 25, ie none was particularly species-rich, although a few had quite good scores for 

clovers and vetches. 

  Scores for negative species (thistles, docks, rushes and coarser grasses) varied between 9% and 22%.  

Possibly four of the meadows needed restoring, and the rest could perhaps be enhanced.  (N.B. These are 

NV’s thoughts, not those of the experts) 
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  In the overall scheme, further monitoring took place on 77 meadows at 27 farms.  Yellow Rattle ‘took’ in 

every receptor meadow where it had previously been sparse or absent.  Other species successfully introduced 

(or re-introduced) were Wood Crane’s-bill, Eyebright, Lady’s-mantle, Autumn Hawkbit, Selfheal, Common 

Knapweed, Ribwort Plantain, Pignut, Sweet Vernal-grass and Crested Dog’s-tail. 

  Sadly, the Hay Time Project ended in October 2011.  A great deal has been achieved by Christa and her 

team, not only in terms of meadows restored or enhanced, but also in terms of public appreciation and 

understanding of our traditional upland hay meadows.  They form a rare and special habitat, well worth 

everyone’s efforts to secure and promote. 

  N.B. For anyone wishing to read more, I can strongly recommend Hay Time in the Yorkshire Dales, edited 

by Don Gamble and Tanya St. Pierre. 
 

BSBI-YDNP Threatened Plants Project 

In early 2011, the Society was contacted by Frances Graham, the Wildlife Conservation Officer with 

responsibility for Plants, Fungi and Lichens for the Yorkshire Dales National Park (YDNP).  She wanted to 

know whether anyone would be interested to help with some survey work.  The aim of this would be to help 

implement the new Species Action Plans for vascular plants in the YDNP. 

  The Yorkshire Dales Biodiversity Forum published its action plan Nature in the Dales: 2020 Vision in 

April 2010.  It is designed to protect habitats and species within the National Park.  It has two main aims: 

a) to get 95% of the populations of priority species in the YDNP into a stable or increasing condition 

by 2020, and 

b) to get 95% of the area of priority habitats in the YDNP into ‘good’ condition by 2020. 

  There are 13 higher plant species considered to be ‘priority’ in the Park, and of these, volunteer help could 

be used with six.  These are all species included in the BSBI Threatened Plants Project (TPP), a national 

scheme.   The initial surveys for the TPP were done in 2008, by checking sites for which there were existing 

records  We were asked to help by surveying some historic sites for Flat Sedge (Blysmus compressus) and 

Field Gentian (Gentianella campestris).  How could we refuse?  Nine members promptly signed up to help.  

The BSBI team had worked out a specific methodology to be used when surveying a site, and we had to use 

the same methodology and the same recording forms. 

  We were given two sites to visit for Flat Sedge, and four for Field Gentian.  Of these, the Flat Sedge sites 

were found to be in good order.  The Field Gentians gave a little more trouble, partly because, unlike Flat 

Sedge, their season is short and they then disappear quickly. 

  Bruce searched one distant 1km x 1km square diligently, finding only one little 

specimen, but he did find 50 Frog Orchids (Coeloglossum viride) – another targeted 

species – as an excellent bonus. 

  Carmen led our search at Raisgill, but the habitat, though lovely, did not look right 

(grass too tall), and our score was nil.  Back at the cars and packing up to leave, we 

heard Joan shout ‘I’ve found one!’ She had come across a nice little colony just 

near the road, so off we all went.  Two visitors were quite bemused by our 

activities. 

  Anne led our hunt near Malham Tarn, and our plant was found not only within the 

appointed square, but also in the next door one, as we walked across to it. 

  Nicky’s square at Starbotton really did produce no Field Gentians, but we did see 

a large number of Autumn Gentians.  Maybe we were just too late in the season.  

We will have to look again in 2012. 

  Although some of our survey days were wet, and one was seriously wet, we all agreed that we had enjoyed 

them, and hope to help again this coming year. 
 

Crabtree Ghyll Wood, Ilkley 

There is no mention of Crabtree Ghyll on the Ordnance Survey map, so where is it? Well you need to be on 

the north side of the river at Ilkley, pass by the Old Bridge and head uphill on Langbar Road. A pleasanter 

walking route is to take the riverside path from the Old Bridge then ascend Old Lodge Hill. After you pass 

the 30 speed limit signs the roadside on the right becomes unenclosed woodland dropping down to a stream 
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valley. This is Crabtree Ghyll Wood. It continues north alongside the road up to the ‘Crucifixion’ figures 

near Myddleton Lodge, ending at the boundary fence of The Hollies. 

  The gill (‘ghyll’) itself cuts deeply into the soft shaly rock to form quite a substantial ravine in parts as it 

drops south through the woodland. Where it is very steep-sided the earth is unstable and vegetation is 

limited. On the east side the bank rises to a fenced field edge and this becomes the boundary of house 

gardens lower down. A public footpath, relatively recently upgraded with steps and a footbridge over the gill, 

crosses the woodland, then through a field to link with Middleton Woods. 

  From what I can gather the site is named as a Bradford Wildlife Area, is council owned and classed as 

managed semi-ancient woodland with good botanical interest. Apparently the Wharfedale botanists have not 

been that active in this area in the past, so I decided to take a closer look over the 

2011 season. 

  The woodland is predominantly deciduous with oak, sycamore, wych elm, some 

birch, and alder in the wetter spots. There are some magnificent mature beech and 

ash trees and a very notable field maple with a girth of more than two metres round. 

The wych elms are generally quite small and spindly, but where the path leaves the 

road is a thicket of elms which appear to be suckering or coppicing from old stumps, 

some of which are 2-3 feet in diameter (roughly calculable to a girth of at least two 

metres). Whether these were felled as mature timber or because they succumbed to 

Dutch elm disease is not known, but the new growth is currently up to 70 cms in 

girth. Their smallish less hairy leaves with longer stalks suggest they may be the 

hybrid Dutch elm (Ulmus x hollandica) rather than the true wych elm. 

  A number of non-native trees have also been planted including Norway maple (both green and purple 

leaved varieties), large-leaved lime, and there is one Norway spruce. Below the main canopy there are plenty 

of the smaller trees and shrubs you would expect to find such as holly, hazel, hawthorn, blackthorn, elder, 

rowan and some yew. 

  The woodland is particularly notable for its spring ground flora with an abundance of bluebells and 

ramsons. Also frequent are wood anemone, lesser celandine, greater stitchwort, wood speedwell and wood-

sorrel,  amongst others, all providing a wealth of colour as the fresh green leaves on the trees start to unfurl, 

but still allow plenty of sunlight to get through. Woodland grasses include creeping soft-grass, tufted hair-

grass, false brome and rough meadow-grass. 

  There are some wet flush areas seeping down towards the main gill well clothed with creeping buttercup, 

opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage, bugle, meadowsweet, remote sedge and Yorkshire-fog. But you need to 

search more closely to find ground-ivy, yellow pimpernel, brooklime, common dog-violet, hairy wood-rush, 

wood-sedge and hairy-brome. One spectacular alien first spotted by NV was a Siberian iris (Iris sibirica) 

which I (BB) saw in full flowering blue in late May; it looked really handsome and well naturalised. 

  As the season progresses the spring flowers die back and the tree leaf canopy intensifies to heavy shade, so 

the flora becomes pretty sparse. Apart from bramble and some grasses, only hedge woundwort, enchanter’s-

nightshade and the ferns flourish. These include lady-fern, male-fern, broad buckler-fern, scaly male-fern, 

and of course bracken develops strongly in the lesser shaded areas. Just one plant of hard-fern was spotted 

and under the few boulders present two locations were identified for the gametophyte form of Killarney fern. 

  Turning our attention to the roadside, its grassy verges and hedgerow provide an additional habitat, as they 

enjoy more light throughout the summer, and with some occasional verge cutting and hedge trimming there 

is scope for more weedy and light-loving species to develop. Some aliens have inevitably crept in including a 

colourful yellow barberry, winter flowering Mahonia (M. aquifolium), dame’s-violet, and a white stonecrop 

colony (Sedum album) on a wall top. The hedgerows include a few bushes of sweet-briar, recognisable by 

their pleasant apple scent. 

  Some other plants to look out for along the verges are the bright yellow flowered silverweed and creeping 

cinquefoil, and hiding amongst the grasses are occasional clumps of spiked sedge, hairy sedge and glaucous 

sedge. A St John’s-wort with square stems, broad sepals and leaves without translucent glands was 

confirmed to be Imperforate St John’s-wort, one of the less common species in our area. Near the 

Crucifixion figures there is a good patch of wood melick grass with some three-nerved sandwort and 

gooseberry. Of more recent occurrence is the salt loving reflexed saltmarsh-grass growing at the road edge. 

Even a few harebells turned up to add a touch of late season colour. 

Wych Elm 
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  All in all about 150 species were recorded from the woodland and along the roadside. Lying close to 

Middleton Woods there are obvious affinities in the plant communities to be found, but Crabtree Ghyll 

Wood is much smaller in area, so not unexpectedly is less rich in species numbers. But nevertheless it is still 

a very interesting part of the Wharfedale woodland scene, and spring to early summer is definitely the best 

time of year to go and visit.         Report by Bruce Brown 
 

Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits 

East Side (Bradford). Slowly this site is getting pulled round, and becoming more interesting and attractive, 

thanks to the work of Steve Parkes and his team. 

  My concerns of 2010 about the Tall Eryngo (Eryngium giganteum) turned out to be unjustified, as over 50 

good strong plants appeared in due time. 

  Young whiplash trees planted here included Common Alder, Elder, Crab Apple, Rowan, Guelder Rose, 

Blackthorn and Holly.  Some Sycamores were removed later by the Council. 

New species found this year were Greater Bird’s-foot-trefoil (Lotus pedunculatus) near the wire fence, and 

Sharp-flowered Rush (Juncus acutiflorus) nearby in a damp depression, also Lesser Pond-sedge (Carex 

acutiformis) spreading in from the west side.  A good patch of Wood Sedge (C. sylvatica) was found in this 

area, too, and one plant of Greater Stitchwort (Stellaria holostea). 

  A single plant of Remote Sedge (Carex remota) was found by the path on the road side of the site. 

Caper Spurge (Euphorbia lathyris) hangs on by its teeth here, one healthy plant being seen.  Ragged Robin 

did a little better (Silene flos-cuculi) – a few plants growing in the wet hummocky lawn.  Nearby, DH 

reported a fine hybrid orchid (Dactylorhiza x grandis) with unspotted leaves.  A second strong hybrid plant 

(this one with spotted leaves) grew again near the wire fence. 

  A lovely large patch of Germander Speedwell (Veronica chamaedrys) appeared by the river bank path, 

probably as a result of scrub removal, and better light. 

West Side (Ilkley Anglers). The Common Spotted-orchids hang on here in small numbers.  D & RH found 5, 

together with a possible Heath Spotted-orchid.  This would give us a new site record, and will be well worth 

looking out for in 2012. 

  On a visit from Bradford Urban Wildlife Group in July, a good plant of Bee Orchid (Ophrys apifera) was 

found near the new colony of Broad-leaved Helleborines, which continues to do well. 

  The Marsh Fern colony (Thelypteris palustris) colony looked rather ‘thin’ this year.  Maybe this was an 

effect of the dry April and a low water table when it was growing.  In contrast, the alien Ostrich Fern 

(Matteucia struthiopteris) looked splendid! 
 

Otley Wetlands Nature Reserve 

No formal survey was made on the reserve in either 2010 or 2011. 

Additions to the species list from 2011 are as follows: 

Tufted Vetch – in the verge of the track 

Clustered Dock (Rumex conglomeratus) – in the verge of the track 

Canadian Goldenrod (Solidago canadensis) – on the river bank near the outflow 

Sun Spurge (Euphorbia helioscopia) – found by the pathside 

Betony – 1 good clump found by the main track, about halfway down 

Creeping Willow (Salix repens) – growing on the first ridge on the Grazing Lawn 

Also a second willow nearby, yet to be identified 

A red Water-lily (Nymphaea sp.) in a bay on the south side of the Conservation Lake, maybe a garden 

discard, but very attractive 

Apple – was seen in fruit (late June) in the hedge near the locked gate 

Small Teasel – was found on the river bank. This had been seen on the reserve some years ago, but not since 

2005. 

Hairy St.John’s-wort (Hypericum hirsutum) and Greater Bird’s-foot-trefoil – were both found growing near 

the path round the island. 

  Whereas the population of Common Spotted-orchids in the Stockyard looked normal and healthy, the 

orchids on and around the island, usually so lovely, were drastically knocked back by ?a fungal disease.  The 

plants showed blackened leaves, and died back, or died right off. 
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The Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill population (Geranium dissectum) found on the banks of the main access track 

produced many plants this year, but they were very small, and not in flower by late June.  Maybe this was 

another consequence of the dry April this year, on a site with a free-draining substrate. 
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Bryophytes – (Mosses and Liverworts) 

British Bryological Society Spring Meeting in Wharfedale, 6-13 April 2011 

In a bryologically diverse area in the heart of the 

Dales, I was pleased to assist in the organisation of the 

BBS 2011 spring meeting in Wharfedale. The 

gathering included a number of national experts, and 

generated 4154 new moss and liverwort records (of 

393 species), including 2826 from Wharfedale. Over a 

third of all tetrads in our recording area were visited, 

some generating staggering species lists.  A great 

boost to our records! The following is an abridged 

account penned by Tom Blockeel, the Yorkshire 

Naturalists Union Bryophyte Recorder.   (GH) 

 

  Though well recorded in the past, the Yorkshire 

Dales have been worked patchily in recent years. 

Gordon Haycock’s suggestion that Scargill House 

in Wharfedale would make a good centre for a meeting was therefore timely, and it proved to be an excellent 

venue. Not only is it superbly situated, under wooded limestone crags with fine views across upper 

Wharfedale, but it provided flexible accommodation arrangements and the use of rooms for meetings and 

microscope work. The village of Kettlewell was only a short distance away, convenient for those who 

preferred to sample the local beers in the evening. Over 50 members attended all or part of the meeting, and 

we were very pleased to welcome two bryologists from further afield, Michael Lüth from Germany, and 

Ben-Rong Zuo from Shanghai Normal University. 

  Excursions were arranged not just in Upper Wharfedale, where habitats are dominated by carboniferous 

limestone, but also in adjacent parts of Wensleydale, at Malham in Airedale, and on one occasion at 

Ribblehead in Ribblesdale. Most localities visited were in VC 64, but several were in VC 65. Excursions 

were organised around two or three principal venues each day, partly to minimise pressure on habitats, but 

also to increase coverage and offer variety and choice for members. The BBS last visited the area during the 

spring meeting in Ilkley in 1983 and we had several participants who were ‘senior’ enough to have been 

present at the earlier meeting! 

Orthotrichum sprucei   photographed by Michael Lüth 
during the Spring Meeting 
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  On Thursday 7
th
 April one group visited two limestone gills near Yockenthwaite, at Hagg Beck and Bouther 

Gill. These provided an excellent introduction to the flora of wooded limestone gills, and many of the 

distinctive montane calcicoles were recorded.  Many of these species were seen frequently on subsequent 

days. Epiphytes are also prominent and higher up above the gills there is rough grassland and peaty 

moorland with a less calcareous flora.  

  On the same day a second group visited the wooded banks of the River Wharfe near Bolton Abbey, parking 

near Cavendish Pavilion. Siliceous Millstone Grit is exposed along this part of the river, but the rocks close 

to the river are influenced by calcareous river water. The woods to the north of the Pavilion produced many 

common woodland species, as well as some more exacting species on riverside rocks and other micro-niches. 

Further north is the Strid, a place where the river flows through a very narrow and dangerous channel. There 

are greater exposures of rock in this area, with a good number of calcicoles (lime-lovers) in areas under 

calcareous influence, cheek-by-jowl with calcifuges (lime-haters) on acid gritstone. Jeff Duckett, who joined 

the group in mid afternoon, observed that the riverside rocks at the Strid had deteriorated bryologically since 

he first knew them, now being dominated by coarse moss, presumably as a result of eutrophication. The 

wooded crags nearby are one of the few British sites for Orthodontium gracile. The old oak tree on which it 

was known to grow has now fallen and that particular population has been lost. However it is likely still to be 

present on the gritstone crags. Compared with the visit in 1983, the most obvious change in the woods has 

been the increase in epiphytes. 

  The main venue on Friday 8
th
 April was the Oughtershaw area towards the head of Wharfedale. The focal 

point was Nethergill Farm, which is worked sympathetically for wildlife by owners Chris and Fiona Clark. 

There was a wide range of calcareous and base-poor habitats. Nick Hodgetts found Tortella bambergeri* and 

Entosthodon attenuatus (the latter being the first vice-county record since 1930, but not collected). Jeff 

Duckett took a group up to the high ground on Oughtershaw Side and over to Jeffery Pot. On Oughtershaw 

Side the highlight was Amblyodon dealbatus, found by Michael Lüth. The many other records included two 

lowland species growing at an unusually high altitude of 460m – Orthotrichum pulchellum and Fissidens 

exilis. Jeffery Pot is over the watershed from Wharfedale, just within VC 65. 

  Various groups recorded other tetrads in Oughtershaw and Langstrothdale. Notable additions to species 

seen around Nethergill included Ditrichum flexicaule at Beckermonds (SD88K), Barbilophozia barbata and 

Entosthodon obtusus along the Dales Way up the valley from Nethergill (SD88L), Leiocolea bantriensis and 

Ditrichum flexicaule in Langstrothdale (SD88V), and Leucodon sciuroides at Hubberholme (SD97J). 

  Another small group with Mark Pool visited Litton and Crystal Beck in Littondale, recording Breutelia 

chrysocoma, Ditrichum gracile, Leucodon sciuroides, Rhynchostegiella teneriffae, Scorpidium cossonii, 

Schistidium platyphyllum, Seligeria pusilla and Cololejeunea calcarea. 

  With over 50 members present for the weekend, there were three venues on offer for the Saturday 

excursions. Unsurprisingly, most members opted to visit Penyghent. One of the ‘three Peaks’ of the 

Yorkshire Dales, Penyghent rises to over 700m and has exposed limestone crags at high altitude. Parking at 

Giant’s Graves to the east of the summit, the group ascended to the top and then round the northern shoulder 

of the hill. On the way up members admired the local speciality Zygodon gracilis on limestone drystone 

walls at one of its few known British sites. A good number of montane calcicoles were recorded on the high 

limestone crags. Siliceous Millstone grit caps the summit of the hill and some montane calcifuges were 

recorded here. There are various habitats below the cliffs and these produced further records, including 

Churn Milk Hole, a limestone sink-hole on the lower slopes which proved to be very interesting. 

  A group with Tom Blockeel visited the second of Saturday’s venues, Cowside Beck near Arncliffe village. 

The Beck runs through a largely treeless limestone valley with north-facing slopes and crags. The route taken 

was from Arncliffe village ascending along the Monks Road to the upper slopes, from where they worked 

two gills with waterfalls. On the ascent from Arncliffe they noted calcioles in the turf and flushes. Later, the 

heads of the gills at Dew Bottoms and Yew Cogar produced a number of rarities. The gill at Yew Cogar was 

notable for some very fine patches of Orthothecium rufescens (a glacial relic species) near the waterfall.  

  The main venues on Sunday were in the Grassington area. Grass Wood, a Yorkshire Wildlife Trust 

Reserve, was visited in the morning. It is a large block of mixed deciduous woodland, with much ash 

(Fraxinus) and a characteristic limestone flora. A number of notable records were made, some of them new 

to the reserve. Later that day Grassington Mire, a small bog over limestone, was visited. The recording of 

bryophytes on the mire got a mention from the owner, Sue Woodcock, in her column in the Yorkshire Post, 

observing that the bryologists ‘spent a sunny afternoon peering at tiny plants and mosses all over the mire’. 
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What they peered at included 10 species of Sphagnum and an interesting array of mire species grading into 

calcicolous species on the periphery of the bog.  

  The Grassington area was once mined extensively for lead, and there are old workings scattered over the 

terrain, and a group visited the old works at Yarnbury, making the notable discovery of Ditrichum 

plumbicola in two places on old spoil. This is the first record for this species in Yorkshire. 

  We had only the one primary venue on Tuesday 12
th
, the final day. Contrary to its alarming name, the 

Valley of Desolation is a pleasant and partly wooded side valley running eastwards from Wharfedale not far 

from Bolton Abbey Woods visited earlier in the meeting. The rock is siliceous Millstone Grit, and the flora is 

dominated by calcifuge species, however a good variety of niches increased the number of species seen, 

including abundant epiphytes once again. 

 

Conclusions     Most of the rare bryophytes of the Yorkshire Dales had already been discovered in Victorian 

times by bryologists such as John Nowell. It was not surprising therefore that we found only eight 

new/updated vice-county records (plus one unvouched). Ditrichum plumbicola and Grimmia hartmanii were 

significant discoveries for the Yorkshire Dales, and the record of Lophozia longidens, though not new for the 

vice-county, is only the third for England. It was good to confirm many of the older records and to have 

updated lists for a large number of sites.  

  Not surprisingly, epiphytes, especially Metzgeria violacea, Orthotrichum pulchellum and Ulota phyllantha, 

are much commoner than they once were, sometimes occurring high up on the moors (the two latter at 460m 

on Oughtershaw side). In spite of its recent spread, Colura calyptrifolia was still a surprise in plantation on 

open moorland at 370m. Riccardia palmata is also increasing. It was unknown in the Dales (VCs 64 and 65) 

before 1990 but was seen three times during the meeting. 

  Overall participants enjoyed the week of bryologising in Wharfedale, with good weather and excellent 

accommodation. Bryophyte records generated in our recording area by visiting experts have greatly 

enhanced the depth and breadth of data held for Wharfedale. Members who are interested in seeing the full 

article with more detail of species encountered should contact Gordon who will be happy to forward the 

complete article and full species list. 

Tom Blockeel, the Yorkshire Naturalists Union Bryophyte Recorder 

 

 

Amphibians 

Caudata    (Tailed Amphibians) 

 

Great Crested Newt Triturus cristatus 

Approximately two lots of 300 eggs were introduced under 

Natural England licence to Nell Bank Centre by Gordon 

Haycock in April & May. This is the third instalment of an 

ongoing introduction. 

Palmate Newt Triturus helveticus 

Five reports from Otley. Nell Bank 58 males and 32 females. 

Also Sun Lane, 12 males and five females. 

Smooth Newt Triturus vulgaris 

Sightings from Lindley seven, Sun Lane four males and eight 

females; also seen at Nell Bank. 

Alpine Newt Triturus alpestris 

         No reports this year; must be an oversight. 

 

 

 

Anura    (Tail-less Amphibians) 

Common Toad Bufo bufo 

19 reports from most of our area. Huge numbers in the Valley of Desolation on 23
rd

 March. First spawn at 

OWNR on 4
th
 April. First toadlets at OWNR on 3

rd
 July. Last seen on 12

th
 October at OWNR. 

Great Crested Newt 
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Common Frog Rana temporaria  

Remains of a frog eaten by otter at OWNR on 20
th
 February. Earliest spawn 15

th
 March at OWNR, then 

spawn through to mid-April. Froglets from mid-May. Last seen on 29
th
 October at OWNR.  

 

Squamata    (Scaly Reptiles) 

Adder Vipera berus 

Seen at Hudstorth, Greenhow and a lot lower down the Washburn near to Low Dam. 

Slow Worm Anguis fragilis 

Two found dead; one at Lindley Farm and the other near Laund House the other side of the river to Bolton 

Abbey. 

Common Lizard Lacerta vivipara 

Seen regularly at Timble with good numbers of young later in the season; also seen at Malham Tarn, 

Grassington and Ilkley Moor. 

 

Contributors: N&A Bowland, H Burrow, M&J Clerk, N Fearnley, A Gramshaw, C Hartley, D&M Leather, 

P&K Limb, P Purvis, J Topham & NVernon. 

 

 

Mammals 

Insectivora    (Insectivores) 

Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus 

17 reports of live hedgehogs, many more than last year. 12 road kills reported from a large area. 

Mole Talpa europaea 

Mole hills from early Jan. White moles caught by mole catcher on Pennypot Lane, just in our area on 19
th
 

March. On one of the walls over Barden Moor there are two piles of dead moles at least eight inches thick, 

caught over several years I would think. 

Common Shrew Sorex araneus 

Two seen, at Otley and Timble. 

Pygmy Shrew Sorex minutus 

One found dead near Barden Reservoir. 

Water Shrew Neomys fodiens 

One seen swimming in a Menston garden stream (J Healy). 

 

Chiroptera    (Bats) 

Daubenton’s Bat Myotis daubentoni 

Seen regularly by Bat Group. No individual reports. 

Noctule Bat Nyctalus noctula 

Seen regularly by Bat Group. No individual reports. 

Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus 

Reports from Pool, Otley, Thruscross, Burley and OWNR. First seen on 9
th
 February; last late September. 

Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus 
Six found with a detector at Bolton Abbey on 13

th
 August. 

Common Long-eared Bat Plecotus austriacus 

No reports. 

Lagomorpha    (Rabbits and Hares) 

Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 

A bumper year for myxomatosis, all year at Burley and OWNR. Black rabbits seen at Burley and OWNR. 

Hare Lepus capensis 

Widespread but thin on the ground. Seen at Hudstorth, Leathley, Trollers Gill and Farnley. 

 

Rodentia    (Rodents) 

Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 

No reports. 
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Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis 

Very many in our area. Most reports come from squirrels using bird feeders. 

Bank Vole Clethrionomys glariolus 

Mostly seen under metal sheets on stockyard at OWNR. Also seen at Lindley under tins, and Fewston. 

Field Vole Microtis agrestis 

One found dead at Bolton Abbey. 

Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus 

Usually seen eating under bird feeders. Two black woodmice were caught within two days in Ben 

Rhydding; could these be a throwback to someone’s pet mice? 

Common Rat Rattus norvegicus 

All seen at Sun Lane Burley. Most at one time six. 

 

Carnivora   (Carnivores) 

Fox Vulpes vulpes 

10 sightings from Pool Bank, Farnley, and Lindley Wood. One large cub seen at Pool Bank. 

Stoat Mustela erminea 

Two seen in Ilkley garden. Nine sightings of single animals. Widespread but thin on the ground. 

Weasel Mustela nivalis 

Only three sightings from Nell Bank, OWNR and Trollers Gill. 

Ferret Mustela furo 

Two dead at roadside near Burnsall, one very badly damaged. 

Mink Mustela vison 

A few caught and dispatched at OWNR. One was seen swimming in the Washburn from Lindley Bridge.. 

Badger Meles meles 

Most sets visited were active. Three road kills, two on Pool Bank and one at Huby. 

Otter Lutra lutra 

Spraint found in every month at OWNR. One large male dead at Ben Rhydding Toll Bridge in September. 

An otter dropped a cub at Billa Robinson’s feet at the Old Bridge in Ilkley. The river was very high. The 

cub was taken to a vet in Ilkley and is now in a Wildlife Park near Southampton. It will be released into the 

wild in late spring. An otter was seen swimming near the Proudfoot Memorial late in the year. 

Red Deer Cervus elaphus 

No records. 

Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 

The most reported mammal with 37 sightings from the Washburn to Upper Wharfedale. There were three 

road kills. One ate all Midge Leather’s broccoli, and another was seen very confused on the Otley bypass. 

There were sightings of six at Hebers Ghyll and Farnley. 

 

Contributors: K Bullimore, M&J Clerk,  J Clapham, S Curnow, L Dewdney, D&N Fearnley, J Flood, A 

Gramshaw, G Haycock, J Healey, J R Hobson, D Howson, D&M Leather, N&M Moore P Purvis, P C Quin,  

P&Q Robinson, E Scarfe, J Topham and S Ward. 

Apologies for any omissions or errors. 

Nevil Bowland, Recorder for Vertebrates (other than birds) 

 

 

Butterflies 

The Scotch Argus (photo left) returned after a gap of 28 years. Karen 

Bullimore was understandably delighted to spot several flying in Park Gill 

near Kettlewell, and two other observers subsequently visited the site and 

saw them. Only time will tell whether they will breed and perhaps become 

established once again.  Another uncommon butterfly that has not been seen 

in Wharfedale for over 100 years has reappeared within 10 miles of our 

area. Details are being kept confidential at this stage. If it thrives then in a 

few years time we might have another new resident? 
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  What a beautiful spring! We had our largest-ever number of records of Green Hairstreak, and Orange Tip 

also had an excellent year. The summer was once again very disappointing, with fewer butterflies and no 

reports of notable migrants. However, autumn was warmer than usual, so record numbers for the year 2011 

are quite good when compared with the previous four years. However the fortunes of the different species 

have varied considerably in that time.  

  Butterflies were seen from February to December, and there were 28 species this year, two more than in 

2010.  One was Brown Argus, which appeared in June at Greenhow. This was the first sighting for five years 

of Brown Argus, which has now a wider range of food plants and is spreading in England. Scotch Argus, the 

other newcomer, was mentioned earlier. There was no sign of Clouded Yellow or Camberwell Beauty. 

  This year, 53 observers contributed over 3800 records, some 250 more than last year. Most observers saw at 

least some Speckled Woods, Red Admirals and Small Tortoiseshells. In 2011 very few saw a Painted Lady. 

The total number of butterflies seen in 2011 was more than in 2010, but the number seen per sighting was 

virtually the same. There were eleven records of 100 butterflies or more, compared with 9 last year and at 

least 15 for 2003-9. Ringlet (5), Small Heath (4) and Common Blue (2) shared the 100+ records this year. 

  One indicator used to examine the relative fortunes of our species is Rank Order. The 2011 Rank Order of a 

species is based on the number of sightings compared with those of other species. Rank Order is a useful 

measure as it is independent of the number of records in any year. Over the years, changes in the Order can 

highlight trends. 

  This year the most significant improver was Green Hairstreak, followed by Brimstone and Red Admiral, 

then Orange Tip. Large White was the most significant loser
1
, followed by Gatekeeper, then Small Skipper 

and Speckled Wood. This is rather a worry since the last three species all came into the area relatively 

recently. All other species changed their Rank Order relatively little.  
 

In 2011 the four species most seen: Compare with 2010: 

Peacock Speckled Wood 

Small Tortoiseshell Peacock 

Red Admiral Green-veined White 

Speckled Wood Small Tortoiseshell 
 

  Considering the best butterfly sites, this year 21 species were seen at Otley Wetlands and 18 at Lea 

Green/Bastow Wood (LG/BW).  

  The transects that are walked weekly had mixed fortunes. LG/BW had an exceptional year with over four 

times as many butterflies seen as in the previous year, The recruitment of an extra walker has meant nearly 

twice as many walks but cannot account for all of the improvement. For Sun Lane Burley 2011 proved 

disappointing, with 10% fewer butterflies being seen than in 2010 with the same number of walks. At Long 

Ashes only half as many butterflies were seen in 2011 compared with 2010. (There was one less walk.) 

  Details of individual species follow. The initials in square brackets denote individual observers whose 

names are at the end of the report. ‘New sites’ denote new 1km. squares on the WNS map. 

  The bold letters indicate whether record numbers are More, Less or the Same compared with the previous 

year, for 2008-9, 2009-10 and 2010-11; eg LLL shows declining numbers of records for three successive 

years.  

 

Hesperiidae 

1526 Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris  

71 Sightings, 29 Sites, 18 recorders                LLL      2 new sites  

There were fewer sightings and sites than last year. This is its fifth consecutive year of decline. Most 

records came from the areas of Ilkley, Burley and Otley.  Seen in the Washburn up to Low Dam [DA], at 

Timble Ings [DA, ES, MC, CW, SG] and Stainburn Moor [CG, DH, ES]. There was a new site at John 

O’Gaunts Castle [ES]. There were six sightings in the upper dale, with a peak count of 13 at Lower Grass 

Wood on 27
th
 July [EC].  One was near Buckden [NF] and the others were close to Grassington, with a 

new site near Wood Nook [SG]. 

                                                      
1 White-letter Hairstreak fell back from its exceptional 2010 performance, but still had a very good year. 
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 Recorded first on 14
th
 June at Timble Ings [DA] and at Otley Wetlands [PR]. The last was on 27

th
 August 

at Stainburn Forest [DH]. The overall peak count was 59 at Timble Ings on 21
st
 July [CW], and there were 

counts of 55 and 48 in the Stainburn Forest area [CG, DH]. In 2006, 1258 Small Skippers were seen, but by 

2011 the numbers seen had declined to 449. Poor summers may be the reason. 

1531 Large Skipper Ochlodes venata 

70 Sightings, 27 Sites, 20 recorders                MLM.    3 new sites, 1 in the upper dale 

 This was a good year.  Nearly half the sightings came from the area around Ilkley and Otley including 

several records from the WNS walk at Bolton Abbey station. In the Washburn area records included seven 

from Timble Ings and three from Stainburn Forest. There was a new site near Asquith [RL]. 

There were twenty sightings from Upper Wharfedale, an increase for a second successive year. There was 

a new site above Wood Nook [SG]. First seen on 28th May at Otley Wetlands [PP]. last seen in three 

places on 24th July; in Burley, Otley and at Stainburn Forest [PR, PP, DH]. The peak count was 29 at 

Otley Wetlands on 14th June [PR]. There were five other counts in double figures, three at Otley Wetlands 

[DA, PP] and two at Stainburn Forest [CG, ES]. 

 

Pieridae 

1546 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni 

57 Sightings, 28 Sites, 19 recorders MLM.   3 new sites 

The most records ever, perhaps the buckthorns planted on our 

reserves are beginning to be used. Once again most records came 

from Burley, where the first was seen on 21st March [PR]. The last 

seen was remarkably late on 30th October, flying over scrub at 

Timble Ings [CH]. There were new sites at Otley and Askwith. 

Other records came from the area of Ilkley to Otley, including a 

different site at Askwith [RL].  There were eight from the Washburn 

valley [MB, PR, DA and others], and in upper Wharfedale one on a 

new site at Yockenthwaite [PR]. The peak count was two, seen 

twice in Burley [PR].  

1549 Large White Pieris brassicae 

112 Sightings, 37 Sites. 23 recorders              MLL   

This was another poor season. The peak number seen was 20 on the 3rd August at Timble Ings [NB], and 

no other record was in double figures. The butterfly is still scattered widely over the two dales, with the 

great majority of sightings in the Ilkley to Otley area. First seen on 10th April at Askwith [RL], and the last 

on 29th September at Burley [DA].  

  There were over 230 records of unidentified Whites, probably a mixture of Small / Green-veined Whites 

and a few female Orange Tips. The large number suggests that the reports on Small and Green-Veined 

Whites are likely to be over-pessimistic. 
1550 Small White Pieris rapae  

157 Sightings, 51 Sites, 23 recorders                MLL 

On a downward trend, with another poor year.  Seen widely in Wharfedale, up to Penyghent, 

Langstrothdale and Littondale.  Less well spread in the Washburn, seen up to Fewston and at Greenhow. 

The first sighting was on 19th March in Otley [DB], and the last was on 30th September again in Otley 

[CW].  The largest count was of ‘over 20’ on 3rd August at Timble Ings [NB]. 

1551 Green-veined White Pieris napi 

251 Sightings, 110 Sites, 27 recorders                   MML 

Still common, but fewer records this year. Found all over our area. First seen on 1st April in Ilkley [DH], 

last seen 1st October in Ben Rhydding [DH]. The largest count was 36 on 19th July at Lindley [CG], 

followed by an early record, 33 on 28th April at Timble Ings [KB]. There were only five more counts of 20 

or above, which is poor when compared with twenty in 2010. 

1553 Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines 

134 Sightings, 66 Sites. 25 recorders               MLM    5 new sites most adjoining old sites 

Best year since 2007. There were sightings in Wharfedale from Otley to Hubberholme [GL] with a high 

count of 20 at Yockenthwaite on 3rd June [PR]. In the Washburn, insects were seen as far as a new site at 
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Thruscross village [PM]. First seen on 23rd March in Otley [DB] and the last sighting was at Otley 

Wetlands on 14th July [SG]. The highest count was on 23rd April, 25 at Dob Park. [DA]  In total there 

were ten counts in double figures compared with five in 2010. 

 

Lycaenidae 

1555 Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi 

135 Sightings, 58 Sites. 28 recorders  MLM 10 new sites, most adjoining 

old sites  

A remarkable year. A new site was found in Upper Wharfedale at Buckden 

Wood Lane [GL]. It is now clear from the efforts of several recorders that there 

are several sites in the Timble area that may make a linked metapopulation [AR, 

KB, ES and others]. The first reports were on 10
th
 April at Otley [DB] and 

Langbar Moor [KB, DH]. The last were on 3
rd

 June at Grimwith [PM] and 

Timble Ings [DA]. The largest count was 45 in a 1km.square of the LG/BW 

transect on 4
th
 May [IP]. Although long suspected, we still have no evidence that 

the foodplant in Upper Wharfedale is rock-rose.  

1557 Purple Hairstreak Neozephyrus quercus 

7 Sightings, 5 Sites. 4 recorders                      MML     One new site 

The first sighting was on 4th July, one being noticed flying in the grass at Duck Street Quarry (DSQ) 

Greenhow [MB]. This was a wanderer being far from any oaks. Another was sighted on 14th August at 

Otley Wetlands [KS]. The last sighting was on the 29th August at the Middleton Hospital site [DH]. The 

most seen were two circling over the top of oaks at Ben Rhydding gravel pits on 26th July [DH] and at 

Middleton Hospital on 14th August [DHM]. 

1558 White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album 

24 Sightings, 5 Sites, 3 recorders.                         LML 

Quite a good year, although few sites were reported. The first sighting was even earlier than last year on 

16th June at Ben Rhydding gravel pits [CW]. The butterfly was perched on an elm near the road. This was 

followed by a series of sightings at the South end of the site from 20th June to 11th July [DH], and another 

group across Coutances Way, from 22nd June to 15th July, which was the last sighting. The maximum 

count of 5 was achieved on the BRGP South site on 29th June and across Coutances Way on 22nd June 

[DH]. Other sightings were at the wood edge near Nell Bank [DH], and at Otley Wetlands [PR].  

1561 Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas  

118 Sightings, 47 Sites, 24 recorders                     LMM   Five new sites adjoining old sites  

The second best year on record. Seen in Wharfedale up to Grassington Moor [GL], with a new site at 

Howgill [PM]. Seen in the Washburn up to Thruscross [CG] and at DSQ Greenhow [MB] with many 

records from the Burley and Ben Rhydding areas [PR, DH].  Once again, there were numerous records 

from Timble Ings [DA, KB, SG, CW]. First sighted on 23rd April on the moor above Burley Woodhead 

[DH]. The last record was on 30th September at Burley Sun Lane [DH]. The peak number of 27 was seen 

on 11th June at Timble Ings [DA].  

1572 Brown Argus Plebeius (Aricia) agestis        One new site 

Mike Barnham reports a pristine insect seen on 6th June at Duck Street Quarry Greenhow. The only 

previous records in our area were in 2006, three insects on three different sites. 

1573 Northern Brown Argus Plebeius (Aricia) artaxerxes  

40 Sightings, 19 Sites, 12 recorders                    LMM      One new site 

A very satisfactory year. The new site was at Green Haw Hill Kilnsey where one was seen on 20th June 

[PM]. The most insects, 46, were seen on the LG/BW transect [IP]. There were four ‘first sightings’ on 2nd 

June at Kilnsey, at Dib Scar [both EC] and both transects [GL, KW]. The last was seen at the LG/BW 

transect on 24th July [IP]. Nyree Fearnley photographed a mating pair of NBA near Conistone on 6th June, 

one of which was a very unusual aberration with few white spots on the underside (see Colour Pages). 

  Two Butterfly Conservation transects exist to monitor the NBA. Records from Long Ashes [GL] and Lea 

Green/Bastow Wood [IC, IP] were made available to the WNS thanks to Gerald Light and Jean Murray. 

1574 Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 

128 Sightings, 49 Sites, 24 recorders                     MLM  8 new sites, most near existing sites 
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Much better than last year; it is beginning to recover its former position from Ilkley to Otley. Seen once 

again on the Sun Lane, Burley transect [PR]. There were two new sites away from existing sites, at Low 

Dearncombe, and at Kex Beck near Hillend [ES]. The insect was seen widely over Wharfedale with 41 

records in upper Wharfedale as far as High Greenfield [GL]. There were 6 Washburn records all near 

Lindley Wood dam [DA]. At DSQ Greenhow there was the largest count of 351 butterflies on 4th July 

[MB], better than last year. Next largest was 55 at Bolton Abbey station on 28th June [SG]. The first 

sighting was on 11th May near the Lindley Wood dam [DA], and the last was at Otley Wetlands on 30th 

September [CW]. 

  On 14th September one was seen at Sun Lane [PR], and there were six other September records [PR, DH] 

which suggest small second generations. 

1580 Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus 

44 Sightings, 14 Sites, 11 recorders                    LMM  

Better than the last two years. The majority of the records come from Burley [PR], and most of the others 

come from Menston [DM, AG] and Otley [ES]. There was one in the Washburn, between Farnley and 

Leathley[DA] .The first sighting was on 10th March at Burley [DA], and the last was on 27th September, 

same place, same observer. The peak count was 3 on 4th May, same place, same observer. 

 

Nymphalidae 

1590 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 

330 Sightings, 96 Sites, 38 recorders                     MLM  

Had a good year with 20 sightings before July. This is a return to the 2003-7 pattern when Spring sightings 

of Red Admirals were for the first time in double figures. 

  Seen throughout Wharfedale up to Rais Wood [EC], and on high ground at Grimwith [SG].  Seen in the 

Washburn up to Low Dam [PB], and at DSQ Greenhow [MB]. The first sighting was on 19th April at 

Bastow Wood [CG], and the last was seen on 29th November in Menston [JC]. The peak count was 12 in 

the Washburn valley [PR] on 17th August. 

1591 Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 

7 Sightings, 7 Sites, 6 recorders                            MLL 

Only seven sightings, all of single insects.  This is the worst year since 1993, when only one Painted Lady 

was seen. Further back in 1984 and 1981 none were recorded. 

  The first sighting in 2011 was on 14th June at Penyghent [ES], and the next was on 15th July on the 

LG/BW transect [IP]. On 24th July one was seen at Stainburn Forest [DH]. There were two August 

sightings in the Ilkley area [ABT, DH]. Finally there were two September sightings, one at Menston [DM], 

and the last sighting on 25th September at Woodhill, Burley [PR].  

1593 Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urtica 

372 Sightings, 141 Sites, 37 recorders  MMM 21 new sites most 

adjoining old sites  

An excellent year, seen in more places than in any other year. These 

included new spots on Grassington Moor [GL], and at Kex Ghyll [PR]. It 

was seen throughout Wharfedale up to High Greenfield [GL] and in 

Littondale up to Horse Head [PM]. Also in many places in the Washburn 

up to Thruscross [PM], and at DSQ Greenhow [MB] and  Grimwith [GL].  

  First seen on 16th February on Barden Moor [ES] and last on 5th 

December at Menston, on a doorstep. [JC]. The peak count was 52 at Timble Ings on 8th September [CW], 

and there were thirteen other counts in double figures, compared with six in 2010. Small Tortoiseshell 

numbers do fluctuate from year to year. 2003 and 2006 were good years. Since then numbers have been 

poor but 2011 is another good year. 

1597 Peacock Inachis io 

387 Sightings, 104 Sites, 35 recorders                  LLM   8 new sites with two in a new area 

The commonest butterfly in 2011, with increased sightings. First seen on 1st February on a window box in 

Otley [CFH], and last seen 23rd October at Stainburn Forest [PP]. Peak numbers were well down, just 25 

being seen on 22nd August at Middleton Hospital site [LD]. The largest spring count was seen 10th April 
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at Otley Chevin [DB]. There were 15 (16 in 2010) counts in double figures, 8 in April, 6 in August and 1 in 

September. Two sightings were in a new area for the WNS, at Askwith and on Askwith Moor [RL]. 

1598 Comma Polygonia c-album 

169 Sightings, 49 Sites, 29 recorders                 LML     8 new sites most adjoining old sites 

Back to previous levels after an excellent 2010. The first butterflies were seen on 22nd March in several 

different places by six different observers [DB, AG, DH, JK, DM, PR], and the last was seen on 26th 

October at the head of Thruscross reservoir [PR].  In the spring, the best sighting was 5 insects in Ilkley 

[DH] and Otley [KB], both sightings in April. The peak number of 9 was seen on 9th July at Otley 

Wetlands [PP].  

1607 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja 

59 Sightings, 30 Sites, 20 recorders                      LSM  7 new sites most adjoining old ones.  

The largest number of records ever by some margin. There were significant new sites, one in 

Langstrothdale at Raisgill [KB] and two high above Littondale on Blue Scar [KB] and on the Monks Path 

[CFH]. The majority of sightings were in the Grassington area both sides of the river, although there were 

several in Park Gill, Kettlewell [PM, KB, DH]. 

  Outside Upper Wharfedale there were four records from DSQ Greenhow [MB], three from Trollers Gill 

[PM, KB], and one from a new site at Kex Beck near Hill End [ES].  The peak number of 33 was seen on 

30th July at DSQ Greenhow [MB], but outside DSQ the most seen was 27 on the 13th and 15th July on the 

LG/BW transect [IP, KW]. There were only 6 other records of 10 or more. The earliest record was on 25th 

June at Wood Nook [SG]. The last was seen on 4th September at Arncliffe [KB].  

 

Satyridae 

1614 Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria 

320 Sightings, 80 Sites 39 recorders                       MLL 3 new sites all 

adjacent to known sites 

Fewer records once again, and butterfly numbers dropped by 33%. 

The earliest sighting was on 12th April at Otley White Bridge [CFH], 

and the latest was on 21st October in a Ben Rhydding garden [ABT].  

The largest number seen in the first half of the year was 17 on 4th June at 

Otley Wetlands [PP]. The peak number of 51 was seen on 11th 

September at the same place by the same observer. Otley Wetlands NR 

was still our prime site for Speckled Wood as twelve of the fifteen 

records in double figures came from there [recorders otherwise not 

mentioned are PR, DA]. The others came from Swinsty [MC], Timble Ings [SG], and Farnley [ES]. 

1615 Wall Lasiommata megera 

28 Sightings, 17 Sites, 11 recorders                      LLM      2 new sites 

Few Wall were seen in 2011.  In Upper Wharfedale it was only seen at LG/BW [IP]. In the Wharfe valley 

there was a new site at Thorpe near Burnsall [AG]. The remaining records came from an area South of 

Bolton Abbey, East of Addingham, but no further East than Otley. These included 2 sites near Askwith 

[RL], Langbar and Burley Moors [DH] and Beamsley Beacon [ES]. There were two sightings in Ilkley 

[DH], three in Burley [PR], and five in Otley [ANB, CW, PR]. In the Washburn area Walls were seen at 

Timble Ings [KB, ANB, CW] and at two other places [PR]. The first record was on 28th May at Otley 

Wetlands [PR], and the last was on 27th September at Timble Ings [KB]. The most seen was 6 on 3rd 

August at Timble Ings [ANB]. 

1618 Scotch Argus Erebia aethiops 

The strongest English colony of Scotch Argus used to be at Grass Wood, but this died out some time after 

1927. SA was next recorded near Grassington in 1982-4. This is believed to have been an introduction. 

In 2011 on 15th August Karen Bullimore saw four in Park Gill near Kettlewell, followed by sightings on 

18th and 28th August [ES, DH]. Most of the insects were females, suggesting another introduction. 

  Nevertheless it is very exciting that Scotch Argus has been seen again in its old home of Wharfedale; let 

us hope that they breed successfully and will be with us for years to come. It is of interest that the 

introduced colony at Lindrick in South Yorkshire is successfully maintaining itself after 6 years existence. 
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1625 Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus 

50 Sightings, 14 Sites, 14 recorders                       LML    Two new sites 

A worryingly poor year with fewer records, sites and numbers. The one piece of good news was a new site 

in Upper Wharfedale at Park Gill [PM]. Most of the records came from Ilkley, Burley and Otley with two 

from Odda Hill [RF]. In the Washburn area there were records from Thruscross [CG], Lindley Wood dam 

[DA] and Timble Ings [DA, SG]. First seen on 9th July at Otley Wetlands [PP], and the last, 5 on 1st 

September at Timble Ings [DA]. Good numbers only at Otley Wetlands where 43 were seen on 30th July 

[PP], and at Burley Sun Lane where 13 were seen on 15th July [PR]. A team from the University of East 

Anglia spent some time this summer studying the small colony at BRGP. 

1626 Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 

228 Sightings, 75 Sites, 32 recorders                      MML   8 new sites 4 in the Wharfe headwaters 

A reasonable but not outstanding year. Two new sites in Beckermonds Forest, one more at High 

Greenfield,  and one in Littondale at Foxup [all GL]. Seen widely in the Wharfe valley with a cluster in 

upper Wharfedale round Kilnsey and Grassington, then few sightings in the valley south to Addingham, 

and finally common in the area from Ilkley to Pool, with six seen further East at Weeton.[NF]. There were 

also records at Trollers Gill and DSQ Greenhow [MB].   In the Washburn valley there were records from 

Thruscross reservoir [CG], Low Dam [PJB, DA], and further South around Lindley. There were many 

records from Timble Ings [DA and others]. The first sighting was on 2nd June East of Gallows Hill Otley 

[ES], and the last at Strans Wood on 4th September [GH]. The peak sighting was 90 on 30th July at DSQ 

Greenhow [MB], and 71 were seen on 2nd July at Otley Wetlands [PP]. 

1627 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus 

134 Sightings, 80 sites. 22 recorders                       MMM 21 new sites, many in Upper Wharfedale 

The most records ever in 2011, continuing the improvement noted in the last two years. Over half the 

sightings were in Upper Wharfedale, and these included the 8 most numerous, which were all on the 

LG/BW transect. There were many new sites, often close to other sites in the Grassington/Threshfield area. 

Down the valley there was a new site at Weeton Lane [NF], and there were records from Hebden Gill [ES], 

Trollers Gill [CG, PM], Bolton Abbey Station [ES, DH], Ilkley Moor [PB, TH], and at Kex Beck [ES]. In 

the Washburn there were sightings at Timble Ings [4 recorders], Stainburn Forest [ES, DH], and at DSQ 

Greenhow [MB]. The first record was on 25th May at LG/BW [KW], and the last sighting was on the same 

site on 1st September [IP]. The peak number was 146 on 3rd June at LG/BW [KW].  There were over 35 

sightings in double figures. 

1629 Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus 

206 Sightings, 72 Sites, 23 recorders       MMM 12 new sites with several in the Wharfe headwaters 

The most sightings ever, over one hundred insects were seen at Otley Wetlands, Greenhow, and Yarnbury 

this year [PP, PR, MB]. It is still extending its range in Upper Wharfedale with 44 records there including 

five new sites, 4 in Langstrothdale [GL, PM]. There were many sightings in the Bastow/Grass Wood area 

[various recorders], and a number in a Kilnsey garden [ES]. In the lower dale there were 7 new sites, one at 

Ling Park plantation [ES].  There were records from Bolton Abbey station [DH, ES], through to Pool and 

Weeton Lane [both NF]. In particular in the Ilkley, Burley and Otley-areas there were many records in 

each place, from many recorders.  Seen in the Washburn at Lindley Wood [DA], Norwood Bottom [ES], 

and by several people at Low Dam [KB], Many sightings at Timble Ings [various recorders], and several at 

Stainburn Forest [ES, DH] and DSQ Greenhow [MB]. 

  The peak number of 240 was seen on 30th June at Otley Wetlands [PR]. There was a count of 207 at 

Otley Wetlands on 2nd July [PP], and there were three more counts of over one hundred.  The earliest 

record was on 14th June at Otley Wetlands [PP], and the last on 21st August, same place, same observer. .  
 

In compiling this report I am very grateful for the help of many WNS members, the Upper Wharfedale Field 

Society, Butterfly Conservation, and friends. Most of the records have come directly, but others have come 

via Gerald Light of the UWFS, and Jean Murray, who is transect coordinator of BC Yorkshire branch. 

  I apologise for any errors or omissions.  Records were received from the following: 

Alred, David & Joan (DA); Atkinson, Mike & Dorothy (MA); Barnham, Mike (MB); Barton, Susan 

(SB); Bloomfield (MB), M; Bowland, Audrey & Nevil (NB); Boyes, J (JB); Brear, David (DB); 

Bullimore, Karen (KB); Burns, Peter & Janet (PJB); Burrow, D & H (HB); Clapham & Gramshaw (CG); 

Clapham, Jeanette (JC); Clements, Wyn (EC); Clerk, M & J (MC); Court, Ian (IC); Dewdney, Les (LD); 
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Dixon, John & Jenny (JD); Fearnley, Nyree (NF); Firman, Hugh (HF); Fryatt, J (JF); Fuller, R (RF); 

Goodwin, Simon & Sarah (SG); Gramshaw Audrey (AG); Horner, Carmen & Fred (CFH); Haycock, 

Gordon (GH); Howson, D & R (DH); Howson, Tim (TH); Jack, J Kyriakides (JJK); Janet & Kyriacos 

(JK); Leather, Midge & David (DL); Lee, Linda (LL); Light, Gerald (GL); Lilley, Ros (RL);  Millard; 

Paul (PM); Moore, Dean (DHM); Morris, Diane (DM); Ogden, Val (VO); Parkes; S (SP); Powell, Ian 

(IP); Powell, J (JP); Purvis, Paul (PP); Ramsey, A (AR); Riley, Peter & Anne (PR); Robbins, K (KR); 

Scarfe, Ernie (ES); Scrivener, R (RS); Shackleton, K (KS); Speed, B & P (BS); Stidworthy, J (JS); 

Thompson, A & B (ABT); Wilding, Kate (KW); Williams, Colin (CW). 

David Howson, Butterfly Recorder 

 

 

 

Moths 

Macro-moths have been regularly recorded from March through to November 2011. The first moth was 

Hebrew Character (2190 - Orthosia gothica – 11
th
March) and the last Winter Moth (1799 - Operophtera 

brumata – 23
rd

 November). The busiest months for moths were May (819 records), June (877 records) and 

July (587 records).  A total of 3328 records were received from 12 sets of recorders for 289 species at 75 

sites.  Menston, Burley in Wharfedale, Skyreholme, Grassington, Ilkley, Otley and Pool had regularly 

monitored sites using light trapping and wine roping. 

  Spring, particularly April, was drier and warmer than usual with no air frosts so some species were viewed 

earlier, eg Pebble Prominent (2003 Notodonta ziczac -23
rd

 April) and Yellow Shell (1742 Camptogramma 

bilineata – 14
th
 April).   

  Paul Millard arranged through Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT) to conduct monthly light trappings in Grass 

Wood.  Historical records indicated that Nationally Scarce A (Na) species, for example, Barred Tooth-

striped (1880 Trichopteryx polycommata) and Barred Carpet (1801 Perizoma taeniata) may still be present. 

Day searching in May 2011 revealed 11 Barred Tooth-striped caterpillars on wild privet, then light trapping 

attracted 15 flying Barred Carpets on 19
th
 July.  Moth trapping in Grass Wood provided 38 new records for 

species in the SD96 10km square  – some examples of these are denoted by * in the ‘Highlights from 2011’ 

section below. This was exciting news for the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, Charles Fletcher (VC64 moth 

recorder), Wharfedale Naturalists Society (WNS) and the hardworking dedicated conservation volunteers 

working with YWT over the years to improve this woodland habitat for a wide range of species. A small 

regular moth team will continue to assist Paul with species monitoring work, using light trapping and wine 

roping, in Grass Wood.  

  The Nationally Scarce B (Nb) Waved Black (2475 Parascotia 

Fulginaria) was found on the 28
th
 June just over the WNS border at the 

top of Pool Bank.  This is a moth with a mainly southern distribution 

which is scarce in Yorkshire, which feeds on moist fungi.  

  Another Nationally Scarce B (Nb) Oblique Striped (1718 Phibalapteryx 

virgata) day flying moth was sighted and photographed by WNS 

Botanical group during a trip to Sandscale Haws reserve near Barrow-in 

Furness on 6
th
 July. Moth colleagues in Cumbria and Lancashire were 

pleased with this species record. 

 

 

The five most abundant moths over the 2011 season were:  

Large Yellow Underwing (2107 Noctua pronuba) 148 records for 2161 individuals (14
th
 June to 28

th
 Sept) 

Heart and Dart (2089 Agrotis exclamationis) 99 records for 1221 individuals (9
th
 April to 17

th
 August) 

Dark Arches (2321 Apamea monoglypha) 127 records for 1000 individuals (2
nd

 June to 15
th
 September) 

Common Quaker (2187 Orthosia cerasi)  56 records for 576 individuals (12
th
 March to 25

th
  June) 

Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing (2111 Noctua janthe) 66 records for 407 individuals (18
th
 July 

to 10
th
 September) 
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Highlights from 2011 

0164  Cistus Forester Adscita geryon 

2 individuals on the 20
th
 and 24

th
 June in Bastow Wood for this Nationally Scarce B (Nb) day flying 

species. Wild Thyme and Common Bird’s-foot trefoil flowers are in abundance at this limestone site 

attracting nectaring adults. 

1631  December Moth Poecilocampa populi 

4 records for 88 individuals between 1
st
 and 12

th
 November including 84 in Grass Wood* on 2

nd
 November. 

1661  Orange Underwing Archiearis parthenias 

3 individuals from the 25
th
 March to 2

nd
 April; day sightings at Timble Ings and Askwith. 

1694  Smoky Wave Scopula ternate 

1 individual on the 2
nd

 June. This is a Local of broad leaved woodlands. 

1740  Galium Carpet Epirrhoe galiata  

1 individual on the 26
th
 June. This is the first record since 1996 for Bastow Wood for this Local moth. It 

was seen basking in the sun on a stone wall. 

1761  Autumn Green Carpet Chloroclysta miata 

1 individual on the 7
th
 October. Good record from Menston for a species associated with moorland habitat. 

1766  Blue-bordered Carpet Plemyria rubiginata 

1 individual on the 31
st
July. This moth is thinly distributed in the region so a good record at Sun Lane. 

1767  Pine Carpet Thera firmata 

1 individual on the 28
th
 September. This moth is thinly distributed in the region so a good record at Burley 

in Wharfedale. 

1775  Mottled Grey Colostygia multistrigaria 

2 individuals on the 30
th
 March. Another moth thinly distributed in the region so a good record at 

Skyreholme.  

1795x  November Moth agg. Epirrita dilutata agg. 

3 records for 23 individuals from the 28
th
 September to the 2

nd
 November classed as Aggs 

The Epirrita group of moths (1795, 1796, 1797), following the National Moth Recording Scheme 

guidelines, require examination of genitalia to confirm identification of species.   

  Paul Millard dissected three specimens from Grass Wood* (2
nd

 November) to confirm the presence of the 

November Moth*, Pale November Moth* and Autumnal Moth*. These species are evidence of good mixed 

woodland. 

1795  November Moth. Epirrita dilutata. 

1 record for 2 individuals on the 2
nd

 November in Grass Wood*.  

1796  Pale November Moth Epirrita christyi.  

2 records for 3 individuals on the 28
th
 September and the 2

nd
 November in Grass Wood*.  

1797  Autumnal Moth Epirrita autumnata 

2 records for 2 individuals on the 30
th
 September in Menston and the 2

nd
 November in Grass Wood* 

1801  Barred Carpet Perizoma taeniata  

1 record for 15 individuals on the 19th of July in Grass Wood. This is an exciting record of a Nationally 

Scarce A (Na) species and was confirmed by dissection.  

1811  Slender Pug Eupithecia tenuiata  

8 records for 11 individuals from the 20
th
 July to 9

th
 August from Burley in Wharfedale and Nell Bank, 

Ilkley. 

1812  Maple Pug Eupithecia inturbata 

2 records for 2 individuals on the 31
st 

July and 5
th 

August from Burley in Wharfedale. 

1844  Ochreous Pug Eupithecia indigata  

1 individual on the 25
th 

May. This moth is thinly distributed so a good record at Burley in Wharfedale. 

1856  Larch Pug Eupithecia lariciata  

1 individual on the 5
th
 May. This moth is thinly distributed so a good record for Sun Lane. 

1873  Welsh Wave Venusia cambrica  

6 individuals on the 19
th 

July in Grass Wood* for this Local upland moth. 

1874  Dingy Shell Euchoeca nebulata 

2 individuals on the 31
st 

May and 21
st
 June at Otley Wetlands for this woodland moth associated with alder. 
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1876  Small Yellow Wave Hydrelia flammeolaria 

3 individuals from the 1
st 

June to 31
st 

July – records from two sites in Burley of this moth which is 

spreading northwards. 

1880  Barred Tooth-striped Trichopteryx polycommata  

11 caterpillars from the 8
th
 May to 24

th
 May on wild privet in Grass Wood for this Nationally Scarce A 

(Na) moth.  

1909  Speckled Yellow Pseudopanthera macularia  

6 records for 22 individuals from the 5
th
 May to 27 May. This is a scarce Local limestone species.  

1930  Oak Beauty Biston strataria 

5 records for 5 individuals from the 20
th
 March to 29

th
 March from Menston, Burley in Wharfedale and 

Skyreholme. This is only the second year for WNS records since 1985.  

1933  Scarce Umber Agriopis aurantiaria 

1 individual on the 2
nd

 November. Local moth poorly distributed in Yorkshire so good record for Grass 

Wood*. 

1984  Humming-bird Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellatarum 

4 records for 4 individuals from the 29
th
 June to 12

th
 July.   Migrant with nationally low numbers in 2011 

so good records for Burley, Askwith and Otley.  

1992  Small Elephant Hawk-moth Deilephila porcellus  

2 records of 2 individuals from the 8
th
 May to 2

nd
 July.   Local moth less common in the WNS area was 

seen at Burley in Wharfedale and Skyreholme. 

1995  Puss Moth Cerura vinula  

1 individual on the 6
th
 May.  Good record from Menston for this Common moth which is scarce in the 

WNS area. 

2056  Wood Tiger Parasemia plantaginis 

3 individuals on the 24
th
 June at Bastow Wood and Lea Green. Local moth of moorland and scrubby places 

2091  Dark Sword-grass Agrotis ipsilon  

3 records of 3 individuals from the 4
th
 August to 2

nd
 November.  Migrant sighted at Menston and later in 

the season at Grass Wood. 

2121  Barred Chestnut  Diarsia dahlii  

3 records for 11 individuals from the 24
th
 August to 4

th
 September.  Local moth less common in the WNS 

area. 9 individuals on the 24
th
 August at Grass Wood* and singletons at Burley in Wharfedale and Ilkley. 

2132  Neglected Rustic Xestia castanea  

10 individuals on the 2
nd

 September at Ilkley.  This is a Local moth under-recorded on heather moorland. 

2135  Heath Rustic Xestia agathina  

2 individuals on the 2
nd

 September at Ilkley.  This is a Local moth under-recorded on heather moorland. 

2150  Grey Arches Polia nebulosa 

3 records for 3 individuals on the 1
st
 June and 25 June in Menston and the 4

th
 July in Burley in Wharfedale. 

This is a Common woodland moth. 

2162  Glaucous Shears Papestra biren  

4 records for 9 individuals from the 24
th
 April to the 12

th
 May in Menston, Ilkley (6 individuals one night) 

and Burley in Wharfedale. This is a Local moth, thinly distributed across the country with a 

northern/western distribution. 

2170  Varied Coronet Hadena compta  

1 individual on the 4
th
 July.  A good record in Burley in Wharfedale for WNS as this Common moth 

moves north and westward.  

2216  Shark Cucullia umbratica 

1 individual on the 19
th
 June. This is a good record in Burley in Wharfedale for this far west in Yorkshire. 

2237  Grey Shoulder-knot Lithophane ornitopus 

3 records for 3 individuals on the 21
st
, 23

rd
 and 29

th
 March.   A good record for WNS in Menston (twice) 

and then in Burley in Wharfedale as this Common moth moves north. 

2265  Flounced Chestnut Agrochola helvola 

2 records for 5 individuals on the 2
nd

 and 24
th
 September in Ilkley.  This is a Local moth which is 

frequently under-recorded on heather moorland.  
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2275  Dusky-lemon Sallow Xanthia gilvago 

1 individual on the 23
rd

 September at Menston. This moth is very Local and thinly distributed across 

Yorkshire. 

2301 Bird’s Wing Dypterygia scabriuscula 

1 individual on the 29
th
 May. This is a good record in Burley in Wharfedale 

for WNS as this moth moves north and west across England. 

2313  Angle-striped Sallow Enargia paleacea 

2 records for 2 individuals on the 31
st
 July in Menston and the 27

th
 

September at Nell Bank.  These are excellent records for this Nationally 

Scarce B (Nb) moth.  Sightings are particularly unusual this far northwest 

in Yorkshire. 

2367  Haworth’s Minor Celaena haworthii 

2 records for 2 individuals on the 27th August at Skyreholme and Park 

Gill, and 1 record for 1 individual on the 1st October at Skyreholme.  This 

is a good record for a Local moorland moth reliant on Cotton Grass – 

Eriophorum spp. 

2421  Scarce Silver-lines Bena bicolorana 

1 individual on the 30th July in Burley in Wharfedale was a good record for WNS as this moth moves 

northwards.  

2441  Silver Y Autographa gamma 

32 records for 70 individuals between the 30
th
 May and the 28th October.  Migrant from Southern Europe 

with fewer records nationally in 2011 but a good spread of sites in WNS. 

2447  Scarce Silver Y Syngrapha interrogationis 

2 records for 3 individuals on the 19
th
July at Skyreholme and Grass Wood* for this Moorland moth 

(previous records at Menston and Thruscross in 2010). 

 

Conservation status of species categories: 

Nationally Scarce A (Na): Recorded from 16-30   10 km squares in Great Britain. 

Nationally Scarce B (Nb): Recorded from 31-100   10 km squares in Great Britain. 

Local: Recorded from 101-300   10 km squares in Great Britain. 

Common: Recorded from 101-300   10 km squares in Great Britain. 

Migrant: Moths travelling to the UK. 

  We are grateful for all the records received from:  

Karen Bullimore, Jeanette Clapham,  David & Nyree Fearnley,  Audrey Gramshaw, Fred & Carmen Horner, 

David Howson, Ros Lilley, Paul Millard, Peter & Anne Riley, David Smith and John Stringer.   

  We would like to thank Dr. Charles Fletcher for his support to ourselves and fellow WNS moth observers. 

If anyone is interested in taking up moth recording and would like further advice we would be happy to help. 
 

Mike and Joyce Clerk, Macro-moth Recorders.  

 

 

 

Micro Moths 

In 2009 it was an ‘illegal immigrant’ Duponchelia fovealis that stole the limelight. It was found in the home 

of one of our members in Menston and was the first for VC64.  (In 2010 one found in a house in Richmond 

was the first for VC65). 

  In 2010 the showstopper was Maruca vitrata – the Mung Moth – another ‘illegal immigrant’ found in a 

house in Otley and again a first for VC64. 

  This year we don’t appear to have had any new species for VC64 but there was an interesting 2010 record 

from Grass Wood that came to the writer’s notice too late to include in the 2010 report. Although there are 

an awful lot of micro moths, there are not that many that fly late in the year. Diurnea lipsiella is one such 

moth. One was spotted at the end of one of the regular Grass Wood work parties on 27th October 2010 (PM).  

The moth was subsequently identified by Harry Beaumont who is an expert on micro moths. We understand 
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from the recorder for VC64, Charlie Fletcher, that there are some old VC64 records but the Grass Wood 

specimen and two caught at Hatfield Moors in the same month (by Harry Beaumont) were at the time the 

only ones recorded in the county since 1999.  

  Another micro moth that flies late in the year is Exapate congelatella. The male has narrow wings with 

black markings and looks for all the world like a fly. The female of the species is flightless. The moth is said 

to be widespread in hedgerows in the south and moorland in the north and the flight period is October to 

December. Because it flies so late in the year it is seldom seen by most moth trappers but it was recorded in 

Burley in Wharfedale this year (PR).  

   Sometimes we come across a micro moth which, on initial examination, looks to be a scarce one and then  

turns out not to be. Anne Riley gave me a photo of a micro 

moth caught by Peter on 20th June this year. It looked very 

much like Dioryctria sylvestrella, a very attractive moth 

which first occurred in Britain in 1995 although it was not 

added to the British list until 2001. All previous records had 

been from Ellington Banks MoD where the moth was first 

found in 2005. There were new records for VC61 and VC63 

in 2010 but it is still very rare in the county. 

  There are three Dioryctria species occurring in Yorkshire - 

abietella, simpliciella and sylvestrella. Interestingly, the 

larval food plant of all three species is Scots Pine. The bright 

contrasting colours of Peter’s moth made it abietella or 

sylvestrella as simpliciella is much plainer. However, the 

recorder pointed out that Peter’s moth was abietella due to the shape of the subterminal line. Still a nice 

moth but it had been recorded previously in the area in Menston in 2006 and is said to be fairly widespread. 

Never mind, not a first for VC64 but a very attractive moth and new to most of us. 

  I am grateful to the following contributors: 

K Bullimore (KB), J Clapham (JC), M & J Clerk (MC/JC), F C Draper (FCD), P Limb (PL), Paul Millard 

(PM) and P & A Riley ((PR/AR). 

Peter Murphy, Recorder for Micro Moths 

 

 

Dragonflies and Damselflies  

Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula 

Recorded between 23
rd

 April and 19
th
 July at Otley Wetlands (OWNR), Timble Ings, Low Dam, Farnley, 

Burley and Sun Lane. 

Largest count on 30
th
 April at OWNR, 50 to 100. 

Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans 

Recorded between 30
th
 April and 30

th
 August at Timble Ings, OWNR, Low Dam and Knotford. 

Largest count 21
st
 June at OWNR, ‘numerous’. 

Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella 

Recorded between 2
nd

 May and 19
th
 July at Timble Ings, Low Dam, OWNR, Knotford, Burley, Sun Lane 

and BRGP. 

Largest count 20
th
 June at OWNR, ‘hundreds’. 

Common Blue Damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum 

Recorded between 28
th
 April and 15

th
 September at Timble Ings, Low Dam, OWNR, Farnley, Knotford, 

Otley, Sun lane and BRGP. 

Largest count 30
th
 June at OWNR, ‘hundreds’ 

Emerald Damselfly Lestes sponsa 

Recorded between 21
st
 June and 11

th
 September at Timble Ings, OWNR, Low Dam and Sun Lane. 

Largest counts 11
th
 July at OWNR, ‘many’ and 1

st
 September at Timble Ings, ‘numerous’. 

Banded Demoiselle Calopterix splendens 

Recorded between 16
th
 June and 25

th
 July at OWNR, Pool-Castley, Knotford and BRGP. 

Largest count 25
th
 July at Pool-Castley, ‘a few’. 
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Brown Hawker Aeshna grandis 

Recorded between 14
th
 June and 30

th
 September at Timble Ings, 

Norwood Bottom, OWNR, Otley, Stainburn Forest, Lindley Wood, 

Burley, Sun Lane and BRGP. 

Largest count 30
th
 July at OWNR, 23. 

Common Hawker Aeshna juncea 

Recorded between 6
th
 June and 30

th
 October at Timble Ings, 

OWNR, Low Dam and Hebden Gill. 

Largest count 1
st
 September at Timble Ings, 6 

Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea 

Recorded between 3
rd

 June and 3
rd

 October at Timble Ings, OWNR, 

Burley, Sun Lane and BRGP. 

Largest counts 1
st
 September at Timble Ings, 6, and 23

rd
 June at 

Timble Ings, 13 mixed Southern Hawker/Common Hawker 

exuviae. 

 

Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta 

Recorded between 23
rd

 July and 22
nd

 October at OWNR only. 

Largest count 1
st
 October at OWNR, 5. 

Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum 

Recorded between 11
th
 July and 22

nd
 October at OWNR, Timble Ings, Low Dam, Burley and Sun Lane. 

Largest count 22
nd

 August at OWNR, 45. 

Black Darter Sympetrum danae 

Recorded between 15
th
 July and 3

rd
 October at OWNR and Timble Ings. 

Largest counts 1
st
 September at Timble Ings, 20 to 30, and 10

th
 September at OWNR, 6. 

Ruddy Darter Sympetrum sanguineum 

Not recorded. 

Black-tailed Skimmer Orthetrum cancellatum 

Not recorded. 

Golden-ringed Dragonfly Cordulegaster boltonii 

Recorded between 11
th
 June and 3

rd
 August at OWNR, Timble Ings and Low Dam. 

Largest count 15
th
 July at Timble Ings, 6. 

Emperor Dragonfly Anax imperator 

Recorded between 1
st
 June and 19

th
 June at Timble Ings only. 

Largest count 19
th
 June at Timble Ings, 2. 

Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata 

Recorded between 30
th
 April and 23

rd
 July at Timble Ings and OWNR. 

Largest count 14
th
 June at OWNR, 8. 

Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa 

Recorded between 1
st
 June and 23

rd
 July at Timble Ings, Low Dam and BRGP. 

Largest count 19
th
 July at Low Dam, 5. 

 

Of particular interest in 2011 

Generally numbers recorded were low for species such as Common Darter, Broad Bodied Chaser and 

Migrant Hawker; again no record for Black Tailed Skimmer, and unfortunately none this year for Ruddy 

Darter. The most interesting record was supplied by Paul Purvis who had one Golden Ringed Dragonfly (out 

of area where normally recorded) at OWNR on 24
th
 July. A nice reward for making regular visits. 

Overall not a good year for Dragonflies in our recording area. 

 

The report is based on records supplied by: 

D & J Alred, D. Brear, K Bullimore, D & R Howson, K & P Limb, P Purvis, A & P Riley, E Scarfe 

 

David Alred, Recorder for Dragonflies 

 

Brown Hawker 
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Ladybirds 

7-spot Ladybird Coccinella 7-punctata 

25 reports from a wide area. Only seen in large numbers in Burley and Pool Bank. 

Eyed Ladybird Anatis ocellata 

Only found this year in Grass Wood in March. 

Cream-spot Ladybird Calvia 14- guttata    Seen twice in Burley and Otley.  

2-spot Ladybird Adalia 2-punctata 

11 reports, all from the lower end of the valley. Tansy seems to be the plant of choice in Burley 

Adonis Ladybird Adonia variegata 

Only two seen, both at OWNR. 

10-spot Ladybird Adalia 10-punctata 

Both records from Burley, one in August on Tansy and one around a moth trap on 18
th
 November 

14-spot ladybird Propylea 14-punctata 

A mating pair at OWNR and singles at Menston and Burley. 

22-spot Ladybird Psyllobora 22-punctata 

Seen on Otley Chevin and two lots of three on Pool Bank. 

Orange Ladybird Halyzia 16-guttata 

Four sightings, two from Otley and two from Burley. 

Larch Ladybird Aphidecta obliterata 

Two from Otley Chevin. 

Harlequin Ladybird Harmonia axyridis  

Records from Otley, Burley and Pool Bank; largest number seen nine; 

about until mid-November. 

Contributors: S Barton, N&A Bowland, K Bullimore, D&N Fearnley, P Purvis, P&A Riley and J Topham. 

 

Nevil Bowland, Recorder for Ladybirds 

 

 

Birds 

As we struggle with the financial turmoil across the World it is worth remembering recent times haven’t 

exactly been easy either for our bird population.  We have seen a succession of years where one weather 

record has followed another.  In the past 5 years in our area we have seen: 

 2007, which had a disastrously wet summer with regional
2
 rainfall 184% above average in (May)

3
, 

248% (June) and 270% (July). 

 2008, which brought a second disastrously wet summer, albeit slightly later, with regional rainfall 

178% above average (June), 146% (July) and 157% (August).  The two years saw poor breeding 

seasons for a variety of species whilst high river levels badly affected those nesting in river banks.  

After a succession of warm winters we were shocked by the coldest winter in 2008/9 for a decade, 

although that only proved to be a foretaste of what was to come. 

 2009, which almost had an ordinary summer.  Many species enjoyed a good breeding season, at last, 

although there was a very wet July (224%), whilst heavy showers in the second half of May came at 

a disastrous time in the breeding cycle of our local long-eared owls.  However, the main event of the 

year was the 2009/10 winter which was the coldest in the UK since 1978/9 (2.0°C below the long 

term average).  In last year’s review we looked at how some of our local species may have been 

affected but can now re-visit this as national statistics for 2010 have become available. 

 2010 saw us ‘enjoying’ another cold winter in 2010/11.  The overall average temperature was 

slightly above last year’s winter but we will surely all remember it for the coldest December for over 

                                                      
2  The Meteorological Office divides England into seven standard areas (or districts): we come into the ‘Midland’ district which 
covers the Midlands but extends up into the Pennines.   

3  Meteorological Office rainfall averages are based on the period 1961 – 1991. 



 

57 

 

100 years and with the highest number of air frosts (23) for at least 50 years: it was the coldest 

month since February 1986. 

 2011 weather brought yet more surprises as we experienced the warmest April since 1910, coupled 

with a very dry spring.  The drought was severest in the SE (with East Anglia only seeing 20% of its 

normal rainfall over the three months of spring).  Rainfall increased to the north and west so that 

western Scotland was particularly wet.  Mid-way up the country we still saw two remarkably dry 

months (in our Met Office district) with March having 19% of average rainfall and April only 13%.  

Nothing seems to be straightforward for breeding birds and these extreme conditions were to cause 

difficulties for some species. 

We will look later at how all these challenges may have affected some of our more popular local species. 

A last look at the 2009/10 winter and the subsequent 2010 breeding 

season: last year I included a picture of an Otley swan with an ice-encrusted 

bill. This year there was an equally horrifying picture to remind you of what 

conditions were like: this was of an ice-encrusted goldcrest (although not 

from our area)!  In last year’s report I identified the clear casualty in our 

area was the stonechat – the situation appeared unusual for two other 

species, the kingfisher and little owl, although it was impossible to draw any 

firm conclusions on exactly what had happened to them.  Sightings of grey 

wagtails were also down and some traditional nesting spots deserted; on 

wrens, it was concluded that although there may have been losses they were 

probably not catastrophic. In mid-2011 the BTO published their estimates 

of population changes between 2009 and 2010 based on their Breeding Bird 

Survey. The survey concluded that ‘…thirteen species declined significantly 

between 2009 and 2010, with the greatest declines shown by stonechat, 

kingfisher, lapwing, turtle dove and grey wagtail’.  There were also some interesting and very significant 

differences between England and Scotland, with birds in England far less affected. 

  The following table summarises the % change in population for the species relevant to our area. Figures are 

only quoted if there is enough data to calculate them for the two countries and they are statistically 

significant: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the cold 2009/10 winter, the 2010 weather countrywide between mid-March and mid-July was often 

rather warm, and both June and July were the warmest for four years which resulted in BTO reporting a 

bumper breeding season nationally for both residents and migrants with record levels of productivity for 

several species, eg reed warbler 35% (highest ever) and chaffinch 35% (second best ever). 

                                                      
4  Although it was not possible to produce statistically-significantly figures for grey wagtail population changes in England and 
Scotland, it was possible to produce a statistically-significantly figure of -21% for the UK. 

 Species England Scotland 

Major casualties Lapwing  -41 

 Kingfisher -40  

 Stonechat -50 -77 

 Grey wagtail
4
   

Others Heron -11  

 Moorhen -14  

 Pied Wagtail -12  

 Wren -5 -40 

 Robin -9 -16 



 

58 

The Birding Year (from November 2010): it wasn’t just the UK which enjoyed a good breeding season in 

2010.  There also appears to have been favourable breeding conditions in Scandinavia and this was to bring 

good numbers of several species of both passage and wintering birds and give bird-watchers something to 

cheer about with several ‘invasions’.  The autumn season was launched with waxwings, no doubt spurred on 

not only by good breeding but also, subsequently, a poor berry crop at home.  Birds started arriving early, not 

just into Scotland as is their usual habit, but in groups all down the east coast: we had our first sighting on a 

very early 12
th
 October.  By early November flocks of 1,000 were being reported in the Highlands, 700 in 

Aberdeenshire, 500 – 1,000 at Inverness and several of 300 or so across other parts of Scotland.  There was 

speculation that we could be heading for record numbers if winds changed bringing a second wave of birds – 

but it was not to be!  We still do not have a total but it seems unlikely to have exceeded the two big post-war 

invasions of 12,500 in 1946/7 and 10,000 in 1995/6.  In the last big invasion in 2004/5 we enjoyed a large 

flock of up to 180 for several days in the central car park in Ilkley, but the situation this winter was quite 

different with food in short supply.  Although there was a peak count of 120 (in Ilkley in early November), 

birds were very much more mobile and rarely stayed in one location for very long so that there were records 

from a wide range of locations across Wharfedale including, unusually, several from the Grassington area.  

Birdtrack also recorded its highest ever number of winter sightings for this species.  We had our last sighting 

of the winter on 29
th
 March in Burley, although the last bird in the UK was not reported until 20

th
 May! 

  Some of the most memorable local sightings of the autumn were of three rough-legged buzzards in the first 

10 days of November, albeit with one just outside our Wharfedale area.  When there are good numbers of 

these passage birds, a few will opt to winter in the UK.  In mid-November, there were 17 in the country with 

4 in North Yorkshire although, sadly, we weren’t to attract any more sightings in our area.  The map shows 

the winter sightings
5
, highlighting that this is very much a species which tends to linger along the east coast.  

Birds start to return to their breeding grounds in the spring, although there were still a couple of birds in the 

country in mid-May. 

  The next invasion was to set our local birding enthusiasts a merry chase.  There was a large influx of great 

grey shrikes along the Yorkshire coast in the autumn with reports from 37 sites over the Christmas period.  

Although the birds tended to move south and west we were to enjoy a highly unusual two long-stay birds.  

Birdguides reported a bird at Kettlewell on 10
th
 October but the main action started with a sighting at Storiths 

on 5
th
 December.  Not un-typical for this species, this bird proved 

remarkably mobile with people often needing several visits before they 

located it.  It was last seen in the area on the 1
st
 March but was then re-

located further up the hill towards Blubberhouses and was last seen there 

on 30
th
 March.  Meanwhile, a bird seen at Grimwith on 3

rd
 January was 

seen there several times throughout January. 

  The last two species were to attract less attention, although we appear to 

have benefited from both.  There was a massive autumn invasion of 

common (or mealy) redpoll but containing good numbers of arctic 

redpolls.  Later BTO were to report record numbers of gardens being 

visited this winter by brambling. 

  However, for us, the main feature of the winter was the incredibly cold 

December.  November was cold (-1.1°C below our long term regional 

average) with parts of Yorkshire amongst the worst affected by the Arctic 

conditions, with Topcliffe in North Yorkshire reported as the coldest place 

in England (-13.5°C): snow arrived in Ilkley from the 27
th6

  The start of 

December saw the heaviest snowfall to hit parts of the region in more than 

a century.  Towns and cities across Yorkshire were gridlocked and schools 

had to send children home.  Both the Snake and Woodhead passes were 

closed for spells during December and some motorists were stranded at the 

                                                      
5  Sightings are from either the BTO Atlas work or from BirdGuides.  An interesting development during the year was a tie-up 
between the two organisations which is giving BTO access to the BirdGuides database. 

6  The snow was to lie throughout December with Moreton’s doing a roaring trade in toboggans.  However, bookies escaped a big 
payout on a white Christmas (with record bets of £600,000).  The Met Office criterion is the fall of a single snowflake but it was only 
recorded in a handful of places including Aberdeen, Glasgow, some locations near Tadcaster and in Suffolk. 

 
Rough-legged buzzard 

sightings 
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start of the month and were forced to spend the night at Woodall Services.  The conditions were to have a 

massive effect on our bird population: 

 Hawks, owls and other birds of prey starved in the freezing weather with many ending up in rescue 

centres.  The Hawk Conservancy received buzzards, kestrels, tawny owls and sparrowhawks, some 

birds injured on roads because they were too weak to fly.  These species cannot hunt for mice and 

other food sources if fields are covered in snow.  Birds were said to have coped with cold weather by 

travelling further afield for food. 

 BTO reporting 104 dead (ringed) barn owls in December when it would normally expect to find 30 – 

40.  Up to 90% of owls across East and North Yorkshire perished during the long cold spell.  One 

writer described how he had put up 130 barn owl boxes across Ryedale and East Yorkshire: last 

summer 25 out of 40 of these were occupied, many with pairs, but that in December, there were just 

4 live owls.  Birds were seen hunting in daylight, including one in a supermarket CP!  In our area 

dead birds were found at Arthington and Leathley but despite all this gloom, it was to prove an 

excellent season for our local birds. 

 There was a savage toll of bearded tits at Blacktoft.  At start of winter there were between 250 and 

300 bearded tits, ie 10% of UK population.  After the winter only 30-50 were left.  Birds can survive 

cold weather but the damage was caused by two days in mid-December when temperature dropped 

to -10°C. Reed seed-heads froze and birds starved
7
.  Other birds hard-hit on the reserve were water 

rails, and roosting birds moved, as they were concerned about predators reaching them across the ice. 

However despite all this, there were some redeeming features to the winter: 

 There was a massive influx of white-fronted geese from the continent including 800 at a site in 

Suffolk.  The species is uncommon in Yorkshire but was seen in several places although, sadly, the 

nearest to us was at Fairburn Ings.  More relevant to us were the many hundreds of woodcock 

arriving on the Yorkshire coast escaping from bitter conditions in Scandinavia with counts of 136 

and 50 along stretches of the Yorkshire coast on the 5
th
 December: Birdtrack were to report the 

highest ever number of records.  This was to result in a bumper number of local records including at 

least 10 coming out on the moor at Timble to feed on the 3
rd

. 

 Once again there were records of farmland birds being attracted to coastal regions, especially where 

seed-rich areas had been provided.  Record numbers of farmland birds descended on Mersehead in 

Dumfries and Galloway to feed with 2,600 linnets, 229 reed buntings, 1,200 skylarks and with good 

numbers of tree sparrows and bramblings. 

 BTO Garden watchers also reported fewer partial-migrant song thrushes, pied wagtails and 

goldfinches than usual.  It appears good proportions of these species left the UK to winter in warmer 

climates in southern Europe, in particular, Iberia.  Certainly, the limited numbers of records at the 

start of the year of the first two species in our area supported this. 

 Garden watchers in Wharfedale enjoyed a good winter for visiting redwing (and fieldfare to a lesser 

extent), redpoll and reed buntings, driven in by lack of food elsewhere. 

 Recent years have shown an increase in the number of southern European species turning up in the 

UK and many of these proved remarkably resilient in the face of the freezing conditions.  Cattle 

egret, great white heron and glossy ibis all survived the severe weather making them the most likely 

species to join Cetti’s warbler and little egret in becoming regular long-term UK breeding species.  

There were also wintering spoonbills right through the coldest period.  Sadly, this experience was 

not totally universal as 2 little egrets froze to death at Marshside after temperatures in the region 

plunged to -17°C. 

Otherwise, the pattern of local sightings followed a similar pattern to last year with several species of 

waterfowl moving out of Otley during the worst of December conditions, but with good counts thereafter 

(except for pochard where numbers were poor this year).  Mute swans also migrated off the reserve but did 

not move far, being found on the small patches of water not iced over on the river at Otley.  Despite the icy 

conditions Knotford and Otley attracted good numbers of coots during December with 200 and 100+ 

respectively, although numbers declined slowly as conditions improved in the New Year.  Water rail 

                                                      
7  Nature is very good at healing its wounds and the remaining pairs had an excellent breeding season raising broods of at least 10. 
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sightings failed to live up to the bumper year in 2010 – not helped, perhaps, by the fact that although we 

enjoyed bittern sightings for the second year running the bird did not remain long. 

  Fortunately for our sanity (and for our local birds) the winter was not to be as protracted as last year.  

January was to be warmer that last year and February distinctly tropical (3.0°C above the long term average).  

Birds soon forget the awfulness of winter as the lengthening days start a bird’s heart a-fluttering.  BTO, in a 

break with the tradition that statistics should be dull and unemotional, records the number of species with 

nests containing eggs or young on St Valentine’s Day.  This year there were 10, which compares with only 8 

last year and 16-17 after a warm winter.  These early months see geese and swan winter visitors heading 

back north to breed.  We didn’t miss out on the large numbers of pink-footed geese moving north-west 

across Yorkshire in the second half of January with a peak count of 650 over Barden on the 18
th
, heading for 

the Lancashire mosses or to Scotland to break their journey before heading onto their Iceland breeding 

grounds.  They were to be followed by whooper swans moving across Yorkshire in March with 3 sightings 

of 70 over Pool in the first week and 30 on March Ghyll Reservoir on the 20
th
. 

  What an amazing spring it was to be – the equal hottest ever for over a century
8
!  Now, we have seen spring 

advance by about a week since the 1970s but for the second year running it was late this year.  In mid-

February we were told that, unusually and similar to last year, nesting rooks, red admirals, frog spawn and 

blossoming snowdrops were all suggesting that spring was two weeks late.  Yet only seven weeks later, the 

story had turned round and flowers were coming out two weeks earlier than usual, and ‘early’ was to figure 

regularly for natural events throughout the rest of the summer
9
.  Mean temperatures were 3.0°C, 1.4°C and 

4.3°C above the long-term average in February, March and April.  April was to be the warmest since 1910 

and the hottest for over 350 years in Central England.  It wasn’t just the high temperatures.  Rainfall was 

massively below normal – only 19% and 13% of the average level in our region for March and April.  The 

overall UK rainfall figure was affected by the very wet conditions in western Scotland but in England and 

Wales it was the driest spring since 1893.  In these litigious times the Water Companies Trade Body wrote a 

legal letter to forecasters warning them to avoid giving drought warnings lest this affect their share prices!  

The dry conditions caused major concerns amongst farmers at the prospect of low crop yields, with wheat, 

barley and oilseed rape already suffering by mid-May and predictions that there could be a 15% reduction in 

the SE, with attendant cost increases.  The situation was exacerbated for farmers when some were forbidden 

from taking water to irrigate crops from low-level rivers.  The slow growth of grass had knock-on effects 

with reports of lapwing chicks being taken because the grass was too short to shelter them.  It was also 

predicted that vegetable crops would be particularly affected, especially potatoes and asparagus.  Even in 

Yorkshire, undoubtedly less affected than East Anglia, yields were forecast to be the lowest since the late 

1980s, especially in the east of the county.  Reservoirs were very low as was the flow of a number of rivers 

(the nearest to us being the Dove in Derbyshire).  This led to concerns about a threat to migrating salmon and 

trout, water voles and otters if water companies took too much water out of the rivers.  Fish had to be rescued 

from the River Lathkill in the Peak District.  There were also reports that eels had been affected and that 

there were only low levels of migrating elvers in Sussex.  Reservoir levels were low in our area, although by 

no means to the same extent as the SE.  However, we had one welcome benefit for the Washburn reservoirs.  

Sand martins are not common in the valley, but this year they chose to nest above the Lindley Wood Bridge 

and at the top end of Fewston, where the low water levels had exposed the winding river banks as it flowed 

into the head of the reservoirs. 

  These conditions helped many species to a successful breeding season with early reports from the BTO 

reporting that dunnocks, chaffinches and bullfinches all enjoyed their best-ever-productivity, whilst wrens 

and robins had their best since 1987 and song thrushes since 1985.  There was a good supply of small 

mammals which led to good breeding season for barn owls, tawny owls and kestrels.  The warm conditions 

led to an unusually early start to the breeding season for many species, particularly for long distance 

migrants such as pied flycatchers.  A nest recorder undertaking a long-term study of reed warblers in SW 

England, recorded his earliest ever egg, laid on the 30th April: this was also the earliest date since the BTO 

                                                      
8  In that year, 1893, Gladstone was still Prime Minister and car number plates were used for the first time in Paris. 

9  Perhaps the ‘earliest’ event was a cuckoo which turned up almost 2 months early, caught in a squirrel trap in a garden near 
Dorking at the beginning of March.  RSPB commented that cuckoos had been recorded as early as January, but that this was a very rare 
event occurring only every 25 years: it was likely that the bird was ‘horrendously lost’. 
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Nest Record Scheme began in 1939, beating the previous record for this species by two days.  Even 

Scotland, which largely missed out the dry spring, still managed the earliest guillemot egg for 20 years on 

the Isle of May.  However, this was by no means universal and a surprising number of species were affected 

by warm dry conditions as was captured by the question ‘Will the hot dry conditions lead to a productive 

season, or will the benefits be outweighed by a lack of insect food as plants struggle to grow?’.  Concerns 

included: 

 There were considerable fears that birds such as blackbirds, thrushes and starlings would have 

problems getting worms and other invertebrates, which had been forced deeper as the ground 

hardened.  The dry period in 2010 between January and April resulted in a 21% drop in the 

productivity of blackbirds because the problems of finding food reduced survival of post-fledging 

young.  In mid-June BTO were reporting that the average weight of  adult blackbirds had fallen from 

130g to 90g and that there were reports of changed behaviour as adults struggled to survive with 

them observed eating their chicks, tadpoles and young slow worms, and even snatching baby mice 

from their nests.  In the driest parts of England, in East Anglia, SE and SW birds that would 

normally have already raised 1 or 2 broods by this time had not managed any.  Gardeners were 

reporting higher number of blackbirds attempting to feed on their lawns after they had been watered, 

bringing worms to the surface. 

 Other potential casualties of the baked ground were birds like house martins and swallows struggling 

to find sticky mud for their nests.  RSPB have been receiving worrying reports of house martins 

checking old nests from last season but not finding any mud to repair them; when this happens nests 

have a tendency of becoming detached and falling with the young still inside. 

 The dry weather brought the threat of number of heath and moorland fire across Britain and the 

moors on the Bolton Abbey Estate were closed for a time.  In Lancashire, more than 100 fighters 

tackled 3 fires covering several square miles on moorland near Belmont, Bacup and Ormskirk, whilst 

ramblers had to be rescued as 5 fires swept through Berkshire woods.  This led the RSPB to issue a 

warning about the risk of fires to ground nesting birds.  There were particular concerns about English 

twite and that fires in the north of England could have affected 40% of the English population.  Fires 

also affected heath-nesting birds such as nightjar, woodlark and Dartford warbler 

 The early spring advanced the life cycle of insects and there were concerns that the food sources of 

cuckoos, swallows and swifts were well past their peak with less food around when adults came to 

feed recently-hatched young. 

In May, the weather in our area started to diverge from that in the southeast.  Whilst rainfall in East Anglia 

remained very low at only 34% of normal, we ‘enjoyed’ a rather unsettled and breezy month with rainfall 

almost back to normal at 84%.  We were still a lot better off than Scotland which had a terrible year and had 

to face up to a very different spectrum of threats caused by the stormy weather:  There were a number of 

records of nests flooded, destroyed or badly damaged on Insh Marshes with heavy rain and winds leaving 

1,000 nests of lapwing, snipe, redshank and curlew submerged.  Staff monitoring Slovenian grebes found 

evidence of nests in the sedge beds being washed away.  Almost half of 16 ring ouzel chicks which had been 

radio-tagged were lost because of the bad weather.  There were also incidents of red kite, osprey and golden 

eagle nests and eggs damaged or blown from trees. 

  So we can return to the original question ‘Will the hot dry conditions lead to a productive season, or will the 

benefits be outweighed by a lack of insect food as plants struggle to grow and what can we say about our 

own, local breeding season?’  The critical measure of how successful the breeding season has been is how 

many fledglings are produced and on this basis there appears to have been more species that did better than 

worse, than usual.  Nationally, residents appear to do better than migrants: there was some reductions in the 

numbers of fledgling migrant warblers but these were not statistically significantly.  Tits also had a good 

season nationally, especially great tits: locally, both great and blue tit productivity was slightly down on the 

last two years.  There were also some local losses for pied flycatchers and nuthatches with five out of twenty 

six nests of the former failing at the egg or newly-hatched stage resulting in the productivity falling from 4.2 

in 2010 to 3.6.  Tree sparrows appear to have had a mixed season with brood sizes higher but a greater 

number of nests failing during incubation: locally the productivity of 3.0/nest was significantly below the 3.5 

for the two previous seasons.  For the species dependent on small mammal abundance, barn owls did 
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particularly well locally, kestrels were slightly up (but not as dramatically as nationally) whilst tawny owls 

had a fairly average year. 

  If our weather in May started to deviate from the drier south, we had an interesting compensation for this.  

In early May a gap appeared between high pressure over northern Europe and low pressure over the Atlantic 

and hot air was sucked up north from Spain.  The situation switches to Bolton Abbey on 8
th
 May when a 

local RSPB group was visiting looking for pied flycatchers.  One member, keen to take a picture, went back 

and saw a bird which he didn’t recognise and took three pictures, which eventually found their way to the 

BTO three days later.  The bird was identified as a rock bunting, a bird which is generally found around the 

Mediterranean and across Asia to China – and is very sedentary.  Initially, there was some local scepticism 

since fraudulent claims are not unknown.  However, the record gained credence as the branch on which it 

was photographed was located and the record has now been submitted to the British Birds Rarities 

Committee.  The sighting is included in this year’s records and if it is accepted is probably one of the rarest 

birds ever recorded in Wharfedale.  It would be the first sighting of the species in Britain for over 40 years 

and would be only the 5th British record. 

  Finally, let us look at six of our popular species which appear to have been most affected by the weather in 

the years discussed earlier.  The charts show the number of sites where the species was seen in mid-

Wharfedale, ie the south (dark bars) and upper Wharfedale, ie the north (pale bars): 

All these six species show that the weather in recent years has had a significant effect.  A feature of the 

curves for several of the species is how much more severe were the effects in the north than the south.  The 

effects of recent winters were most severe for stonechats, but the data from 2011 suggests the species has 

already started to make a recovery in the south.  The grey partridge and little owl were not mentioned by the 

BTO as species which had suffered in the 2009/10 winter, although it looks as though the former was 

particularly affected by the wet breeding seasons.  The weather had a big impact on our local kingfishers but 

the experiences were complicated and confusing (as is the chart); the situation is discussed in the classified 

list.  The chart for the dipper shows a different effect.  This species clearly survived the cold winters quite 

well but its problem was the high water levels in the 2007 and 2008 summers which affected breeding in 

those years, and here the down-stream effects in the south were more severe than in the north. 

 

2011 Facts and Figures 

For those who like statistics, the Society (and this recorder) had another busy year with 10,353 sighting 

records (a 6% reduction on last year – primarily because of the lack of any VisMig records from Stainburn 

this year).  The numbers of species and sightings are summarised below with 2010 figures in brackets.  For 

each region, north and south, figures are also given for three or four areas within those regions: 
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 Species recorded
10

 Sightings 

South of Barden Bridge 153(160) 7,961(8,384) 

Washburn (including Haverah Park) 129 (126) 2,511 (2,444) 

Otley Wetland 98 (107) 1,356 (1,415) 

Bolton Abbey Estate 105 (100) 715 (584) 

North of Barden Bridge 124 (122) 2,392 (2,661) 

Grimwith Reservoir 73 (65) 283 (268) 

Grassington area 94 (103) 799 (947) 

Littondale 75 (77) 359 (436) 

Upper Wharfedale (Starbotton - Oughtershaw) 86 (78) 411 (426) 

TOTAL 162 (167) 10,353 (11, 042) 
 

The Society has been exchanging records with the Upper Wharfedale Field Society since 2005.  The Society 

has also benefited from being able to use records from the valuable BOG web-site for even longer.  This 

year, for the first time, records have also been exchanged directly with BOG, and BOG has also made 

available the deliberations of their Rarities Committee.  This has been particularly valuable in trying to 

increase confidence in the accuracy of this report.  The Society would like to thank both organisations for 

their contributions. 

Two rarities reported in the area during the year were not accepted by the BOG Committee because of the 

lack of written descriptions: these were the sightings reported on the BOG web-site of a purple heron from 

the Chevin on 3
rd

 May (which would have been a new species for Wharfedale) and a glaucous gull reported 

at the Barden View Point on 3
rd

 February.  A third rarity for which no written description was received was a 

great egret at Otley on 18
th
 September. 

Interesting sightings and events included: 

 Another long-staying little egret in the summer – this time at John O’Gaunts. 

 Significant fall in mute swan numbers at Otley (both the Wetlands and on river). 

 Very large autumn gathering of mandarins in Strid Wood. 

 Rough-legged buzzard was seen in October: a record has been submitted to YNU. 

 Small lek of black grouse recorded in Wharfedale in April. 

 The warm autumn brought an exceptionally early return of oystercatchers. 

 Common terns returned to breed at Otley after a break of three years. 

 Despite massive losses of barn owls nationally in December 2010, the spread of this species into our 

area continues: it looks as though 3 pairs nested in our area. 

 Local ringers feel the long-eared owl is more widespread than we think – just difficult to find: 

experiences during the year tend to support this. 

 It was certainly the best year in the Society’s history for nightjars with records from five sites. 

 The low level of the Washburn gave sand martins a rare opportunity to nest at the top of Lindley 

Wood and Fewston, probably the first time since the mid-90s. 

 After the massive reduction in stonechat numbers following the disastrous 2009/2010 winter there 

early signs of recovery in the south. 

 It appears to have been a good year for wood warblers with probably five singing males at Strid and 

three at Grass Wood. 

 It looks as though the warm spring adversely affected at least a couple of our local species: young 

pied flycatchers and nuthatches went short of food because the caterpillar cycle was two weeks 

early. Some nests failed and productivity was down. 

 There were one and probably two willow tits at Otley for much of the year. 

 It was a record year for great grey shrikes with long-staying birds at Storiths and Grimwith at the 

start of the year. 

                                                      
10  As usual there were also a number of escaped species.  A Harris hawk caused some excitement and merits its own entry in the 
Classified List.  There were 2 snow geese on Lindley Wood on 5th July and a very sociable Reeve’s pheasant at Farnley Lake in June. 
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 The massive resurgence of tree sparrows continues with a local ringer ringing 159 young at 53 nests, 

c.f. 10 young from two nests in 2002.  For the first time ever there were more sightings of tree than 

house sparrows this year! 

 Good numbers of members reported waxwings, tree sparrows and brambling in their gardens, but 

there was also a good crop of rarer species.  Pride of place must go to a honey buzzard and flock of 

whooper swans over a Beamsley garden, and a lesser spotted woodpecker in Burley.  Other sightings 

in the south included grey partridge (Otley), Harris hawk and raven (Burley), overflying cuckoo 

(Ilkley) and mealy redpoll (Ilkley). Not to be outdone, the north produced over-flying osprey from 

Grassington and garden-nesting spotted flycatcher (Kilnsey) and redstart (Oughtershaw). 

and last, but by no means least: 

 An injured quail has started a successful second career as a bare-backed-duck rider! 

 

CONCLUSIONS: Let me repeat the points I made last year about sighting records: 

 I continue to welcome regular birders’ views about local species populations and trends. Also 

records of interesting events, examples of breeding and juveniles. 

 I continue to feel that the inclusion of maximum flock sizes recorded for each is quite a powerful 

indicator of bird populations (for appropriate species).   It would also help if you can include 

examples of breeding and unusual behaviour, which can help me to make the report a more 

interesting read. 

Finally, many thanks to all contributors to this report and especially those who submitted their sightings in 

the order given in the report – it really is a very great help.  You can also greatly assist me by submitting 

your reports in batches throughout the year – quarterly or half-yearly if you generate a lot.  In particular, 

please try to avoid submitting large amounts all at the end of the year.  If you keep your records on computer 

why not have a chat with me?  An increasing number of people are now e-mailing their records to me (in a 

spread-sheet), which reduces my task enormously.  The schedule for the production of the Annual Report is 

very tight – it has to reach the Editors by the end of January.  I will not be able to guarantee including any 

records received after Friday, 4
th
 January 2013. 

 

Classified list11 

Once again I have reduced coverage of the more common species so I can give greater coverage to species 

where there is something of particular interest to report. 

Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata      001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage migrant. 

A bird was seen flying over Timble on 16
th
 January heading south and battling against the wind (AJ): the 

record has been accepted by the BOG Rarities Committee.  Birds, most probably from Iceland, are seen in 

large numbers off the coast of Yorkshire at this time of year with a few turning up inland.  The sighting is a 

rare one for our area, with the species recorded only six times before in 1947, 1964, 1978, 1996, 2004 and 

2009 (when a bird spent three days on Swinsty). 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis      052 Sightings/15 Sites 

Uncommon breeding/local migrant: population stable. 

This year was a re-run of 2009 when annual sightings were well down as were the number of sites where 

the species was recorded.  Also, as in 2009, there were no records from the north: the most northerly record 

was from Chelker and the most northerly river sighting was near the Ilkley tennis club.  There was a 

remarkably low count of 3 birds at 3 sites on the river at the start of the year, which compares with 12 (at 8 

sites) in 2010, 6 (at 4 sites) in 2009 and a record of 20 birds (at 10 sites) in 2006.  Little has been written 

about the effects of cold weather on this species but the evidence would suggest it may well have been 

                                                      
11  In the Classified List I have used the usual abbreviation of GP for Gravel Pit.  ‘Burley’ is Burley in Wharfedale, and when 

referring to Beaverdyke, Chelker, Fewston, Grimwith, John O’Gaunts, Lindley, Swinsty, Scargill and Thruscross, I mean the reservoirs 
or their vicinity at these locations.  Similarly, Otley refers to Otley Wetland Nature Reserve (formerly Otley Gravel Pits) unless otherwise 
specified.  Mid Wharfedale is taken as the area downstream from Barden Bridge and above Pool Bridge.  Upper Wharfedale starts above 
Barden Bridge, whilst Lower Wharfedale is below Pool Bridge.  In the Washburn Valley the dam at the southern end of Fewston is 
taken as the boundary between upper and lower Washburn.  I have also extensively used the ‘north’ and ‘south’ to identify the regions 
above and below Barden Bridge. 
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affected by the record cold December in 2010.  Birds have traditionally tended to winter at Otley and 

Knotford Nook with subsequent records from Otley right through the year.  This year the first record at 

Otley was 18
th
 January and, unusually, there were no records between 21

st
 March and 11

th
 September.  The 

peak count at the start of the year was 4 on 19
th
 February (although all other records until March were of 

only 1 or 2), which compares with 5 in 2010 and 7 in 2009.  There were no records at all this year from 

Knotford; last year only 1 was recorded, a big collapse compared with the peak count of 10 at Knotford in 

January 2005.  The first record from the Washburn was 4
th
 March (c.f. 18

th
 March in 2010) when a bird 

was singing at Farnley.  A high 40% of records were from the Washburn with sightings from Farnley, 

Lindley Wood, John O’Gaunts and Scargill, Low Dam, Kex Gill and Bramley Head, although the only 

record of breeding was from the traditional site at Low Dam.  Elsewhere, two pairs nested in the Denton 

area.  In the autumn there was a repeat of the interesting record from the Haverah reservoirs with 5 birds on 

the 18
th
 September (c.f. 14

th
 last year).  There was some recovery at Otley in the autumn with 4 birds re-

appearing in October and a good total of two groups of 4 birds each on 22
nd

 and 25
th
 December.  As in the 

previous two years there was one ‘garden’ record with a bird in the river at the bottom of an Otley garden 

in early January (PP). 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus     068 Sightings/09 Sites 

Common breeding resident/local migrant: population stable. 

The species is usually reported every month of the year from various sites in mid-Wharfedale and the 

Washburn: the species is not present in upper-Wharfedale.  The trend in recent years of reduced numbers 

of sightings continues (in 2008 there were ~100 records from 8 sites).  There was also a noticeable 

reduction this year in the presence of this species in the Washburn.  There were only single sightings from 

Fewston and John O’Gaunts (March) and Swinsty (September) and only three sightings from Lindley 

Wood: only two records were of 2 birds.  Its strongholds are traditionally Knotford Nook and Otley, 

although these sites were vacated during the cold December and the species was not recorded at Otley until 

17
th
 January and at Knotford until 9

th
 February.  Peak counts at Otley and Knotford were the same as last 

year with 3 and 2 pairs respectively.  As usual, there was also a pair on Chelker.  The birds bred at Otley 

but, once again, predation was sadly only too visible: there were 4 young at the start of July, but this had 

fallen to only one by mid-September.  Survival appears much more certain at Knotford – there were still 

four young in mid-October.  There was also breeding at Chelker with a juvenile seen on 16
th
 July. 

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo      095 Sightings/22 Sites 

Common passage/long-staying visitor: numbers have markedly increased in recent years. 

It is now a common bird in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn with sightings in every month.  By 

comparison, sightings from the north were only ~15% of the total and from five sites (typically records are 

received from between 3 and 7 sites annually).  In the north over half the records were from Grimwith with 

sightings spread across the year and with a peak count of 3 at the end of August; otherwise there were 

infrequent sightings along the river, usually of single birds, as far up as Kilnsey and Conistone.  In the 

south the two main centres are Otley
12

 and Lindley Wood: as in the north, river sightings were scarce.  At 

Otley birds were present from the start of the year (compared with a first record last year of 23
rd

 January), 

albeit in small numbers.  Numbers built up from the 22
nd

 when there was a very high count of 32, the 

highest for some years.  This slowly dwindled to peaks of 16 and 18 in subsequent months before falling to 

between 3 and 6, present on most visits from April and through the summer.  As happened last year, there 

was no summer gathering, although numbers did build up slowly during the autumn with 19 on 13
th
 

November, with most showing the characteristics of P c sinensis (KM), and an end-of-year peak of 21.  

Sightings are regular in the Washburn with small numbers occasionally reported on Swinsty, Fewston and 

the Haverah Park Reservoirs, and Farnley Lake.  The high counts are reserved for Lindley Wood: there 

were 44 on 1
st
 March and counts in the low 30s in mid-August and mid-November.  This peak of 44 may 

be down on the 54 recorded in 2006 but an improvement on subsequent years (10 in 2007, 25 in 2008, 17 

in 2009 and 35 last year). 

Bittern Botaurus stellaris        002 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare winter visitor 

                                                      
12  For perhaps obvious reasons, Knotford is not popular with this species and there was only a single record during the year (2 in 
mid-March). 



 

66 

Although it was perhaps too much to hope that we should have a wintering bittern for a second year 

running after last year’s embarrassment of riches, a bird was present for a short period at the turn of the 

year.  BOG reported a bird on the 2
nd

 January with one other report of a bird flying up from the wood in the 

centre of the reserve and heading off towards the lapwing meadow on the 13
th
 (E&PS).  However, the bird 

may have been present for rather longer since there were also reports from a member of the public of a bird 

flushed from the frozen channels around the island on the 11
th
 and 28

th
 December, 2010.  There were also 

rumours that there was one at Otley at the end of 2011 but no records were received. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta       008 Sightings/04 Sites 

Rare visitor but likely to become more common in future years. 

It is one of the disappointments of recent years that as the numbers of this species have increased 

dramatically since it first nested on Brownsea Island and in 

Cornwall in 1996, we are not seeing it more frequently in our 

area.  The adjacent chart shows the increase in the number of 

nests in the UK
13

.  The species appears to have spread up the 

west coast faster than the east but is now being seen in not in-

significant numbers at some key Yorkshire Reserves.  It is 

perhaps a small consolation, though, that this was the third year 

since 2002 that a bird has spent a period in our area during the 

summer.  In 2002 and 2010 birds spent time in the Otley/Burley 

area.  This year, after a bird was recorded over Menston on 7
th
 

July, one was seen in the Washburn between 19
th
 July and 2

nd
 August.  For most of the time it was seen 

feeding around the John O’Gaunts or Beaverdyke reservoirs but was seen in Norwood Bottom feeding 

along the river on the 21
st
 and at Swinsty on the 26

th
. 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea       118 Sightings/40 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable/increasing. 

If records were slightly down this year, there was no sign that our local birds had suffered unduly after two 

cold winters.  Sightings followed the usual pattern, which appeared unchanged again this year, in that the 

species is widely reported in every month and 

throughout the region, usually of single birds or small 

groups at reservoirs or stretches of water or along the 

river.  The main heronries are in the south so the number 

of sightings tends to tail off further north.  The chart 

shows the size of our heronries which appear to have 

stabilised after some fall-off in juvenile numbers in the 

middle of the last decade
14

.  The largest heronry (A in 

chart) is now regularly producing ~80 young: this year 

81 were produced from 36 nests (2.3 young/nest).  At 

the start of the last decade there were two heronries in 

the Washburn: birds last nested at one (C) in 2004 but 

the other (B) has continued to raise between 15 and 20 young each year (this year 16 young were raised 

from 7 nests, ie also 2.3 young/nest)
15

.  In the south and away from the heronries many sightings are of 

single birds.  Otley often produces the highest count, but this year only managed 6 in January, which 

compares poorly with 13 in April, 2008, whilst there was the comment at the end of the year that the peak 

in the last quarter was only 2, much reduced c.f. last year when there were up to 6.  The highest count was 

7 along the river in Strid Wood (February); there were also 6 spaced out on the field in front of the Ilkley 

Lido one morning in July, and looking very much as though they were engaged in a game of chess; also 6 

circling over Barden Moor in September.  All but one of the sightings in the north this year were of single 

                                                      
13  The WeBS survey showed that the number of wintering birds is much higher: it was estimated to be around 4,500 during the 
winters between 2004.5 and 2008/9. 

14  For various reasons it was not possible to count young at A in 2006 or at B in 2007. 

15  In the ‘good’ breeding year, 2007, heronry A with 38 nests produced 110 young, ie productivity was 2.9. 
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birds (there were 2 at Haseldene in Littondale in April): the majority were from the Grassington region, 

perhaps reflecting that this is the best-watched area.  Sightings were rare in Littondale and upper Dale and 

there were no sightings this year from Grimwith: the most northerly sighting from Beckermonds in July. 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor       087 Sightings/07 Sites 

Common local breeding resident: population stable. 

This species remains very localised and, as usual, most reports were from the core region eastwards from 

Otley and from the lower Washburn: Otley (both at the Wetlands and the town bridge) remains their 

stronghold in the area, although numbers were well down this year at both sites.  The peak count on the 

river was 24 on 24
th
 January and 16 on 27

th
 February (but with counts subsequently rarely getting into 

double figures), c.f. 41 at the end of 2010.  At the same time there were only 6 birds at the Wetlands at the 

start of the year and the peak in the first part of the year was only 12 in April (c.f. 35 in August 2010).  

There was to be a small recovery in December but with peak counts of 4, 6 and 14 adults in the last three 

months (c.f. 12, 13 and 18 last year). The situation remains worrying.  The other traditional sites are 

Farnley Lake, which had its usual 2 pairs (although there were 6 birds present in early March) and 

Knotford, also with 2 pairs.  In the west there were 2 birds on Chelker for much of the first four months 

with the last record on 24
th
 April, whilst a pair bred at the Hall pond at Denton.  The most interesting and 

unusual sighting of the year was from the east with 24 birds and 6 whooper swans in a field of young crops 

by the river opposite Rougemont Carr (E&PS).  There were a number of records of breeding.  Otley 

remains the main breeding site with 2 birds on nests at the beginning of April and 3 by the end.  All 

seemed to have produced families and at one time, in mid-June, there was a count of 14 cygnets, although 

this had reduced to 6 by the end of the year.  At Knotford there were still 9 cygnets in mid-October, 

suggesting the site doesn’t have the same predation problem as Otley.  At Farnley a pair produced 4 

cygnets, whilst the other nest failed. 

Bewick Swan Cygnus Columbianus 

Very scarce passage migrant. 

For the record and because it is now such a rare event, it is worth recording that 2 birds were seen just 

outside our area in the Aire Valley on the Silsden Floods on 17
th
 November (J&FTo).  From 1962 the 

species was recorded regularly in Wharfedale but sightings were starting to fall off in the second half of the 

80s.  Since then there have only been records in 1998 and 2004.  The reduction of numbers of this species 

wintering in the UK appears to have been a victim of global warming.  More swans, moving westwards 

from Siberia, are tending to stop in the Low Countries because winters are less severe there now
16

. 

Whooper Swan Cygnus Cygnus      013 Sightings/13 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

We had one of the busiest springs ever for this species with a record number of 

sightings, both overhead and on stretches of water.  It is the Iceland race of this 

species which winters in the UK with birds starting to return to their breeding 

grounds in the early spring
17

.  The WWT have been fitting GPS systems to 35 

of the birds wintering on their reserves and tracking their return to Iceland (as 

part of an exercise to examine whether birds might be affected by planned 

wind-farms): the map shows that the birds recorded over Yorkshire had 

wintered in East Anglia at Welney.  Good numbers were reported over the 

county during March and this was mirrored in our own records.  After two very 

early birds over Bolton Abbey on 10
th
 February, there were a host of records 

between 28
th
 February and the 27

th
 March, some of very high counts.  There 

were flocks of ~70 over Pool on the 2
nd

 and 7
th
 (with 74 on Thruscross at 1400 

on the latter date).  A flock of 23 over Storiths on the 6
th
 was recorded later the 

same day at Grimwith.  There were 7 birds on Lower Barden Reservoir on 

March 7
th
 and several sightings of up to 8 birds resting at Otley between the 8

th
 

and the 19
th
.  At the end of the month 30 were reported on March Ghyll on the 

                                                      
16  Notwithstanding this, about 7,000 or one third of the world population still winters in the UK. 

17  Around 16,000 whooper swans winter in the UK, which amounts to more than half the World’s population. 
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20
th
 and 10 at Grimwith on the 22

nd
.  The bumper month finished with 2 flypasts of 50 over a member’s 

Beamsley garden on the 26
th
 and 27

th
.  After all that excitement, the autumn returned to normal with a peak 

count of 12 over Barden on 16
th
 December but otherwise there were only seven other sightings all of 

between 1 and 7 birds.  However, there was a strange interlude with 2 birds recorded on the sailing lake at 

Otley on 2
nd

 September (E&PS)
18

. The main arrival of birds for the winter starts building up during 

October with the odd bird starting appearing in September (in Scotland on the 4
th
 and Yorkshire on the 

20
th
).  The balance of probability must be that these were escaped birds – but can we be sure?  Perhaps I 

can finish on a slightly sad but romantic story?  A female bird at Welney was seriously injured, possibly 

after hitting a power-line and was unable to return to Iceland to breed.  Her partner remained behind with 

her and they successfully bred. This is a very rare event, the first time they have bred at Welney and the 

first recorded in Norfolk since 1928. 

Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus     019 Sightings/12 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant/visitor. 

After the successful whooper swan season, it was another poor goose year in terms of the number of 

records submitted, although there were some very large flocks reported.  Large groups were reported 

passing over Yorkshire in late January and early February: it is likely they were moving over to Lancashire 

mosses or to Scotland on first stages of return to breeding sites, which they will reach in April and May.  

However, our records of large flocks came earlier during January.  The first was of 1,000 in several groups 

passing over Denton on the 5
th
 January, followed by 150 over Swinsty on the 8

th
, 650 over Barden View 

Point on the 18
th
 and 250 over Thruscross on the 30

th
.  The only later passage was of 30 over Bolton Abbey 

on 23
rd

 March.  A major difference between this species and the whooper swan, as far as our area is 

concerned, is that the vast majority of records are of large numbers of birds flying over with only a few 

records of birds on the ground.  In this latter category, there were 3 records of between 1 and 4 birds 

amongst feral goose flocks at Otley between 14
th
 March and 9

th
 April, and a single bird at Grimwith on 28

th
 

March.  The autumn passage appears to have been a quiet one with the only large counts received being of 

300 over Otley on 5
th
 November and 50 birds grazing at Lower Barden Reservoir on 30

th
 October; 

otherwise there were a couple of sightings of  between 20 and 25 birds. 

Greylag Goose Anser anser       135 Sightings/34 Sites 

Common resident breeder/visitor: recent significant population increase. 

Amongst all the gloom and despondency of plummeting 

populations of some of our favourite species, one or two 

species are bucking the trend and doing very well.  One of 

these, unfortunately, is this species which has seen an 

increase of 199% in England between 1994 and 2009 and 

which continues to prosper in our area.  Our friends in the 

north are spared the worst excesses since, apart from 

Grimwith, sightings are few and numbers tend to be small.  

Grimwith numbers were small at the start of the year when 

the reservoir was frozen, but there was a peak count of 190 

early in June, a rather horrifying increase c.f. peak counts 

below 100 in recent years.  Small numbers (up to 6) spilt 

over to Mossy Moor but, elsewhere, the furthest penetration 

was of a family downstream of Burnsall at the end of May (well south of last year’s most northerly 

sighting in the Grassington area).  In the south there were many counts of flocks of a few tens of birds and 

with a few of larger numbers.  Let us hope that the monster flock of 900 in front of Denton Hall on 14
th
 

October (SP) is not the shape of things to come with our beloved Dales knee-deep in greylags!  Otherwise 

there were 200+ at Denton Hall and 110 at the top end of the Washburn at Bramley Head (both in January), 

120 at Thruscross (March), and 450 at Lindley Wood (August c.f. with only 170 last year). The highest 

count at Otley was 71 in May with a cull at the start of April appearing to have little impact on numbers.  

As usual there were numerous reports of breeding from the moors and the valley bottom right across the 

                                                      
18  There was another early sighting there in Yorkshire on 27th August at Wykeham lakes near Scarborough. 
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south.  The first record of a juvenile was from Kex Gill for the second year running – on 19
th
 April, 3 days 

earlier than last year. 

Canada Goose Branta canadensis      116 Sightings/25 Sites 

Common breeding resident/visitor: significant population increase in recent decades and recent 

suggestions that numbers were levelling off probably premature. 

Population increases since 1994 have been less dramatic than for the previous species – only 82% in 

England.  However, an episode at Leeds-Bradford Airport in November highlighted the problems in this 

country of controlling bird numbers by culling, even when there is a cast-iron case – here because birds 

had been flying across the runway and endangering aircraft.  A number of birds were shot after 10 birds 

had been killed in a previous cull, and this brought protests from people who said more humane methods 

should have been used.  It is slightly less widespread than the greylag being recorded at only ~20 sites on 

average c.f. ~30 but with a slowly increasing and worrying penetration into the north with records from 1 

(2005), 2, 4, 2, 2, 3 and, now, 5 sites this year.  The flock at Grimwith, again the main presence in the 

north, was slightly smaller than for the previous species with a post-breeding flock of 81 (c.f. 100 last year 

at the same time).  However, there was also a minimal presence much further north this year with 1 at the 

Grassington Bridge amongst a flock of domestic geese, as well as a family in Greenfield: the other sighting 

was of 2 birds over Appletreewick.  In the south, the Washburn remains a stronghold with the majority of 

records from there (around 50% with a further 28% from Otley).  There were a number of records of large 

flocks there including 340 at Lindley Wood (February) and 450 in August, 250 at Fewston, 160 at 

Thruscross and 140 at Swinsty (in late November and early December).  At Otley the peak count was ~150 

in July, despite reports of an earlier cull in early April.  Most of the records of breeding were from Otley. 

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna       004 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant/visitor: may breed some years. 

The long-term annual number of sites where this species is recorded is only around three.  There were two 

birds on a flooded patch in a field at Askwith (seen from a member’s bedroom window) on 2
nd

 April and 

8
th
 May.  One was seen to fly over the grazing lawn at Otley Wetlands on 16

th
 April, with two seen later the 

same day on the island in the Fishing Lake (PP).  Perhaps the more unusual record was of two half-grown 

young by the Denton Hall Lake on 2
nd

 June (PRo), raising questions as to whether the species might have 

bred locally.  Apparently, they have bred around the pond in the Weston House grounds in the past and it is 

possible they could have nested there again. 

Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata      055 Sightings/17 Sites 

Scarce visitor/escaped species but local breeding population now established. 

There are two interesting parameters about this species.  Firstly, the number of sites where it is recorded 

and, secondly, the size of the autumn gathering in Strid Wood: the variation in these is shown in the two 

figures.  The number of sites where the species has been recorded in 

the north has been remarkably consistent at 5.  These tend to be 

clustered between Barden Bridge and Burnsall with the occasional 

sighting further north – this year from Ghaistrill's Strid.  What has 

been far more variable has been the number of sites where the 

species has been seen in the south and this has varied between 4 and 

15 – this year it was 12.  In the peak year, 2008, there was hope that 

the species might be establishing a foothold in the Washburn, but 

this proved to be somewhat premature.  This year there were nest 

records from Farnley Hall and Arthington, but just two Washburn 

records of a male on Lindley Wood and in the river above it in the 

second half of April.  In the region between Strid Wood and the 

Washburn there were an encouraging number of records.  There 

was a fairly regular presence of a pair in the Ilkley area including 

the Riverside Hotel, on the river by the Ilkley tennis club with, 

unusually, a male on the pond at Burley Woodhead School 

(March); also a pair at Otley (August).  Juveniles have been 

recorded in previous years on the river near the tennis club – no 

records were received from there this year, but there was a female 

with young on the river near Fairfield Hall.  Moving onto the autumn gathering in Strid Wood, the number 
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of birds recorded appears to be a function of the amount of beech mast and this has been a good year for it; 

presumably, the birds also use the gathering as an opportunity to pair up for the next breeding season.  

When there is a poor year for beech mast the number of congregating birds are small.  This year there was 

a record-equalling total of 60, the same number as in 2007.  I assume this number could well be a 

reasonable indication of the local population and I therefore take this to mean that the species has 

weathered the past two cold winters and we don’t really need to worry that the fall off on sites or the low 

peak counts in 2009 and 10 might have been due to cold weather losses. 

Wigeon Anas penelope        081 Sightings/11 Sites 

Possible scarce breeding (although breeding at the one site must now be in doubt) resident/passage 

migrant: population stable/increasing. 

It was a mixed year: positive features were very good counts at Otley and an exceptional autumn count at 

Knotford: negative features were a poor year in the Washburn and poor totals at Grimwith.  At Otley, 

numbers peaked in the spring at 78 in March, the highest first-quarter figure since I became recorder in 

2003, and beating the previous peak of 66 in 2009, it has been exceeded at Otley only by the 93 in the last 

quarter of 2009.  There was another good count of 78 at the end of year peak, the best figure since 2003.  

The equivalent first-quarter figure at Knotford was 69, which compares with peak counts of ~80 in a 

couple of previous years.  However, there was a remarkable 142 (KM) on 13
th
 November; the previous 

highest Knotford count during my time as recorder was 110 in 2003!  For the third year running there was 

a significant presence in front of Denton Hall with 70 on 22
nd

 January.  By comparison the Washburn 

scene was distinctly gloomy.  The only significant presence was from Farnley with a peak of 10 during 

March and a ‘good’ count of 24 there in December.  Elsewhere there were only three other records.  A 

regular Washburn watcher (PBR) had to wait until 25
th
 October for his first Washburn sighting (of only 6 

birds on Lindley Wood); elsewhere there were single sightings from Swinsty (3 in February) and Fewston 

(1 in March).  Unusually, there were a number of other southern records – a rare river record of a male at 

Low Mill at the end of March, 6 birds on Chelker on 14
th
 October and a male at the end of the year which 

was first seen on the pond at High Royds early in December and then re-appeared at Reva Reservoir in 

mid-month.  Turning now to the north, all the records were, as usual, from Grimwith.  In the first quarter 

there was a peak count there of 34, very similar to last year’s figure but well below the more usual figure 

of 70-80.  In the last quarter, there were ~50 in mid-November.  There was an interesting statistic in a talk 

Colin Straker gave to the Society in October.  There are 300 breeding pairs of wigeon in the UK, most in 

Scotland and with only 30 pairs in England – of which 15% breed in the Yorkshire Dales. 

Gadwall Anas strepera        012Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor 

This is another species, like the little egret, where our region appears to be missing out on the action!  In 

the WeBS survey carried out in the winters between 2004/5 and 2008/9 this was one of the species where 

numbers have increased significantly (to 25,000).  In our area there has been a slow deterioration in the 

position of this species over the past 5 years with the number of sites falling from four in 2004 (when there 

were 36 records) to only two from 2009 (one of which has been Otley Wetlands).  This year the start of the 

year was quiet with only 2 records, both from Otley, with two birds present on 9
th
 February and one on 12

th
 

March.  However from early November there were a number of sightings at both Otley and Knotford Nook 

with good numbers, especially at the latter site.  The peak count at Otley was 5 on the 10
th
 November (4 

males and 1 female), with 3 birds still there on 10
th
 December.  Birds were seen at Knotford from the 13

th
 

November with a peak count of 9 (6 males, 3 females) on 7
th
 December. 

Teal Anas crecca        049 Sightings/14 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: probably in shallow decline 

After sightings from 18 sites last year, this year’s total was the same as the 

five-year average of 14.  It was a quiet first half to the year, which gave no 

hint of what was to come.   There was a peak count in the south of 8 at John 

O’Gaunts (February) and 7 at Intake Farm, Menston (March).  The 4 at Otley 

and none at Knotford were fairly typical: elsewhere in the south there were 2 

pairs in front of Denton Hall (March) and 2 pairs at Kex Gill (April).  This 

quiet situation was transformed in the autumn with several huge counts from 

mid-November, starting with a remarkable 64 at Otley on 12
th
 November 

(AJ), double the 32 in 2008 (the previous highest count since I became 
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recorder in 2003).  The following day there were 67 at Lindley Wood (KM).  In December there was 50+ 

at Farnley on the 10
th
 (AJ).  A new site at Castley, recently discovered by Andy Jowett, turned up 30 on the 

same date.  Finally, there were 27 at Fewston and 6 at Swinsty on the 12
th
.  Only Knotford, where autumn 

sightings are rare, missed out with no records.  Records from the north are generally limited to Grimwith 

and Mossy Moor where there were counts at the start of the year of 3 (March) and 10 (April) respectively.  

At the end of the year there were 11 at Grimwith at the end of October, who were still there two weeks 

later.  There was a rare record of 2 sightings of the species at Oughtershaw in the first half of the year.  

Breeding certainly occurs in the area but the species is very secretive and evidence is always limited and 

there was no repeat of last year’s welcome record from the Washburn. 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable 

Tens of birds can often be counted by anyone who walks a mile or so along the Wharfe or around many of 

the stretches of water in the region, although counting mallards is not everyone’s cup of tea.  Counts tend 

to dwindle along the upper reaches of the Wharfe (above Starbotton) and on the Skirfare.  In the south, in 

January alone, there were 100 on Swinsty and 112 on Lindley Wood, and 98 between Barden Bridge and 

the Cavendish.  Otley, never known as a favoured site for this species has seen numbers boosted by the 

release of some tens of birds.  There were good counts around the Washburn reservoirs, but especially 

from Lindley Wood in the second half of the year with 260 there in December.  In the north, the highest 

count is always from Grimwith, although numbers failed to match the massive numbers of a few years ago. 

The peak count was 238 (August), but there were also circuits when the count were quite low.  BTO 

surveys in the spring produced 73 between Barden Bridge and Water’s Laithe and 91 between Linton 

Church and the top end of Grass Wood.  In Littondale, in May, there were small numbers in the river near 

villages including 7 at Hawkswick, 4males at Arncliffe and 3 males at Halton Gill.  There were similar 

numbers along Langstrothdale between Yockenthwaite and Hubberholme.  The breeding season started 

early with juveniles reported from High Royd, Menston on 1
st
 April.  My BTO walk to Water’s Laithe on 

25
th
 April produced 8 broods, the same as in 2009 and well ahead of the 2 in 2010: it was a sad indication 

of the high levels of predation that whilst there was one young family with 10 juveniles, 4 were already 

down to a single chick. 

Northern pintail Anas acuta       022 Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor 

The male of this species is one of the most attractive and elegant of our wildfowl: it is a scarce visitor to 

our area but is nevertheless recorded in most years.  Numbers have increased in the UK in recent years 

(with an average of 29,000 wintering each year over the second half of the last decade).  We had a rare 

treat this year of a male present at Otley over an extended period.  The bird was present on the 

Conservation Lake from the start of the year and was to stay until 10
th
 April

19
: there was a single record of 

a pair also present on the same lake on 19
th
 February (PP).  At the end of the year a male was again present 

at Otley on 10
th
 December, whilst the year ended with a male flying over Draughton Heights and down into 

Wharfedale on 30
th
 December (J&FTo). 

Shoveler Anas clypeata        004 Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant 

All the sightings this year were from Otley – a big drop from the very good year in 2005 when there were 

records from 5 sites although, in recent years, records from between 0 and 2 sites have been more typical.  

There was a male on 6
th
 January and 23

rd
 October, a pair on 13

th
 August with the peak count of one male 

and 2 females on 12
th
 November. 

Pochard Aythya ferina        013 Sightings/03 Sites 

Uncommon passage/winter visitor 

The slow deterioration of the situation for this species in our area continues and is in danger of becoming a 

rush: just 5 years ago in 2007 there were 48 sightings from 7 sites.  The species is close to being a single 

site one in our area with ~85% of sightings from Otley, the only other sightings being of 1 on the river at 

Otley on 3
rd

 January and 2 on Thruscross on 28
th
 November.  Numbers were poor, with a peak at Otley of 

                                                      
19  It seems highly likely that this will have been the same bird reported several times in the final weeks of 2010 – from Otley on 
20th October and on 19th December, and on 30th November at Knotford. 
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14 in the first quarter, not untypical of recent years but well down on the peaks of 38 in 2005 and 30 in 

2010.  The autumn peak of 7 on the first sighting on 25
th
 September was the first of only two sightings: 

there has been a steady decline from the 32 in 2004 (apart from the 28 during the cold weather in 2009).  

This was the first year when there were no records from Knotford – last year there was only a single bird 

and the last time there was a count in double figures was as long ago as 2004. 

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula       105 Sightings/16 Sites 

Common passage/winter visitor/local breeder: population probably stable 

It was a fairly average year for this species which is resident throughout the year and is widespread on 

reservoirs and open stretches of water in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn - but not on the Wharfe; in the 

north it is only regular at Kilnsey.  In the south the main presence is at Otley, with rather fewer numbers at 

Knotford.  The Otley count of 88 in late January was very high and just exceeded the best count in recent 

years of 81 in 2007: the autumn figure was a reasonable 56.  The peak counts at Knotford at the start and 

end of the year of 14 and 22 continued the slow decline in numbers at this site over recent years.  Counts in 

the Washburn included Farnley (24), Fewston (12), Haverah Park (42), Low Dam (3) and Kex Gill (2).  

Elsewhere there were 5 at Denton and 6 at Chelker.  In the north there was a regular presence at Kilnsey 

throughout the year – numbers were usually in single figures but there was a large count of 24 on 1
st
 

January.  The other sighting was of 3 birds on Blea Beck Tarn in mid-October.  There were breeding 

records from across the region including Kex Gill, Low Dam, John O’Gaunts, Farnley, Denton, Otley and 

Kilnsey (where there were a healthy 19 juveniles).  Once again the situation at Otley was discouraging 

with one report of bird loosing half its 6 ducklings over a week in early July and another suggesting that 

the young from 2 nests had been taken by pike. 

Common (or Black) Scoter Melanitta nigra     001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant 

Although sightings of this species are uncommon it is recorded in most years, ie it has rarely been missing 

from the annual list since the mid-1960’s (apart from several years around 1990).  There was a record of 3 

males on Grimwith on 3
rd

 July (KM).  It is interesting to note that two days later there were 27 reported in 

the BOG area to the south of our area at Warley Moor Reservoir (SE 030316), south of Oxenhope. 

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula       060 Sightings/13 Sites 

Regular passage/winter visitor 

This year returned to a more normal pattern after the exceptional 2010 

when there were numerous sightings along the river during the cold spell 

at the start of the year.  The number of sites where the species was 

recorded was close to the long-term average but the annual sightings 

were down, possibly because of the rather poor autumn.  Start and end of 

year counts at Otley of 32 and 17 were close to average; the 27 at 

Knotford at the start of the year was average, but there were no sightings 

at the end.  Elsewhere in the south at the start-of-the year counts were 

modest apart from a very high 32 on Farnley on 9
th
 March (AJ).  Birds 

were also present in the Washburn at Fewston and John O’Gaunts (1) 

and Scargill (3); they were also seen at Chelker (4).  There were January 

river sightings of single birds at Otley and Low Mill, Addingham.  Apart 

from Otley, autumn sightings were restricted to Chelker (4) and Fewston and Low Dam (1).  In the north 

there were 2 birds on Grimwith (February) and on Mossy Moor (March): there were no autumn sightings. 

Smew Mergellus albellus       007 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce winter visitor 

A red-head was discovered at Otley on 3
rd

 December (PP) and was seen several times up until the 15
th
 

although, as usual with this species, it proved very elusive and wasn’t seen by everyone who went looking 

for it.  A female was also briefly present at Otley in November last year, making this only the second 

sighting since 2002.  The month is a popular one for visiting birds of this species with 37% of sightings in 

that month. 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator     001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce visitor 

A walk round Grimwith is always something of a gamble.  There are probably more days that disappoint 

than elate, but sometimes this lonely reservoir delivers something special.  That happened to Graham 
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Foggitt and Anna Powell on 22
nd

 March when they were thrilled to find 4 mergansers, but also saw 4 over-

flying black-tailed godwits.  The bird is a scarce English breeding species but a locally numerous winter 

visitor.  In recent years its breeding range has expanded southwards from Scotland so that it now breeds in 

the Lake District and North Wales: it has also bred irregularly both at Stocks since 1957 and in the Goyt 

Valley, Derbyshire since 1973.  Wintering birds tend to arrive from mid-October and depart again during 

March and early April.  Mather (1986) reports that since the 1960s, and probably as a result of increased 

watching, the species has been shown to be far more numerous in Yorkshire than previously supposed with 

occasional occurrences at inland waters: also that inland occurrences are widespread and can occur in any 

month.  The WNS records show that sightings of the bird have always been scarce but that it was recorded 

fairly regularly between 1954 and 2003 (in 26 years), the year of the last sighting.  In the 1970s sightings 

matched Mather’s description of their being ‘numerous’ with up to three sightings/year not uncommon.  It 

is also clear that by the 1990s these records were drying up, although the reasons for this are unclear.  I 

have therefore looked at records in the BOG database over the period 1989 – 2005 (later records were not 

immediately available), where there have typically been around 2 sightings/year
20

.  The statistics show 

10% of sightings in each autumn month between September and November with a peak of 20% in 

December.  The peak month for records was in the spring with 23% in March and with records 

subsequently dying away with the occasional sighting as late as June.  The majority of BOG sightings were 

of single birds (90%) with occasional sightings of 2 birds (6%) and one record of 9 birds in 1989. 

Goosander Mergus merganser       145 Sightings/42 Sites 

Breeding resident and common winter visitor.  Population significantly increased in recent decades. 

This species is widespread throughout our area as a wintering 

and a breeding species.  It was recorded on the Washburn 

reservoirs and all along the river, regularly up as far as Lower 

Grass Wood.  In the south, counts are typically of between one 

to three adults with larger counts at the start and end of the year 

when there are gatherings on the reservoirs and along the quieter 

stretches of the river; in the late summer and autumn there are 

usually several family counts.  In January there were 5 males 

and 3 females on the river at Middleton Woods and 2 pairs and 7 

females between the Cavendish and Barden Bridge; there were 

frequent records from Otley with an exceptional peak of 11 

during March.  After the breeding season there were 12 red-heads on the river at Gallows Hill in July; in 

October there were 9, mainly red-heads but including the first male sighting of the autumn, and 10 flying 

into Lower Barden Reservoir.  The most northerly records were two sightings of a pair at Oughtershaw in 

the first half of the year, and a single bird between Yockenthwaite and Hubberholme (May); there were 

more Littondale sightings than usual.  There were eleven records of breeding with the first young seen at 

the rather early date of 27
th
 April (c.f. 14

th
 May in 2010).  Most of the breeding records were in the south 

but there was a family on the river north of Barden Bridge and two sightings around Buckden. 

European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus     001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage visitor. 

There was a rare garden record of a bird flying over a member’s house in Beamsley on 24
th
 August 

(GF&AP).  Very sadly, this was to be one of Graham’s last records before he died: he and Anna have 

provided top class and fascinating records to the Society over many years.  This is a species where there 

has been a significant increase in sightings in recent years; the first record was in 1972 and there were only 

2 records in the last century.  Since 2000, there have been sightings in 6 years.  Most sightings are in the 

autumn (70% in September and October) with the other peak in the spring (20% in May). 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus       011 Sightings/06 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

                                                      
20  There are groups of sightings in the records when there were observations from various sites over a period between a few days 
and a few weeks.  This may have been due to a passage of a number of birds but I have chosen to assume that it is a single bird staying in 
our region over that period. 
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The species continues to do well in this country since the first pair bred at Loch Garten in 1954.  There are 

now 200 breeding pairs in Scotland.  However, a feature of recent years has been the increase of breeding 

pairs in England and, now, Wales.  The pair breeding at Bassenthwaite in the Lakes have become a popular 

tourist attraction (producing 2 young this year), whilst 2 pairs produced 3 young at Kielder Water (the third 

year of breeding here).  Now a pair has bred in mid-Wales for the first time since 1604 and a pair also bred 

in NW Wales.  In this situation it is perhaps a little surprising that we haven’t seen more passage birds.  

The number of sightings in our area is quite variable from year to year (although the number of sites is 

usually around 6): this was a poor year with few sightings and with, as usual, over 50% of sightings from 

the Barden View Point (there were also several local sightings reported on BirdGuides).  In the spring, 

there were records from Grassington, Barden (2) and Lindley Wood.  During the summer and autumn there 

were records from Ilkley, Barden View Point (5?) and March Ghyll Reservoir.  I have included the 

question mark against Barden because there were several sightings between the 13
th
 and 26

th
 August, 

raising the issue of whether a bird may have remained in the area for several days.  Overall, 56% of records 

are in the spring (between March and June) and the remainder between July and October. 

Red kite Milvus milvus        168 Sightings/54 Sites 

Re-introduced species (Harewood 1999 – 2003) now established and breeding. 

The red kite programme has been a tremendous success and very 

much captured the public’s imagination but 2011 may perhaps be 

looked back on as the year when people started taking a more 

dispassionate and pragmatic look at the programme.  In Yorkshire 

there was the first drop in the number of breeding pairs to 74 down 

from 78 in 2010.  Further, there was an unprecedented high failure 

rate of 16 pairs, so that only 58 successfully raised young.  A slight 

improvement in productivity this year helped, but there were still 

only 119 young (c.f. 147 last year).  A number of reasons for the 

fall were suggested including increasing competition for food, the 

cold winter and high winds, and unintentional or intentional 

disturbance.  However, the ‘food’ issue was to be the theme of a long running exchange of letters in the 

Yorkshire Post during the late summer
21

.  Red kites feed on carrion and whilst there is no way they will 

ever develop into hunters like sparrowhawks the problem they have is that there is a shortage of their basic 

food since EU regulations requires that carrion must be cleared away.  A string of letters reported chicks 

being taken around the county
22

.  Just to summarise one from a Wharfedale farmer in our area: 
‘…….26 young lapwings, almost a month old in field outside Otley, were ringed by a local ringer before a red 

kite turned up and took the lot – there are now no lapwings in the field.  This year I went to four sites where hay 

was being cut and the same thing happened at all four.  In a field between Otley and Burley 3 clutches of curlew 

were taken: in another field at Clifton 13 kites arrived and took 1 clutch of curlew, 1 hen partridge with 9 chicks 

and some pheasant poults, whilst in two Menston fields, a clutch of curlew and pheasant poults were taken.  In 

summary ‘these people have let a big problem into the countryside and have no answer to it’. 

 There were similar problems at Otley.  A few years ago there would have been perhaps 15 birds nesting on 

Lapwing Meadow: this year only two considered nesting and neither of these lasted the course.  But to 

return to the continuing pleasure that members derive from the sight of this bird manoeuvring majestically 

in southern skies.  It is becoming such a common sight across our the area that an increasing number of 

people no longer feel it worth recording and there has been a continuing reduction in records received (but 

not much in the number of sites where birds were recorded) since the sightings peaked in 2008 (at 270)23.  

On the other hand, the species remains quite rare in the north with only 4 sightings of single birds at 4 sites 

(c.f. 7 sightings from 6 sites last year) – not to mention the peak year of 2007 when there were 14 sightings 

                                                      
21  Rather further afield there were worries at RAF Benson (Oxfordshire) because villagers were putting out food for red kites and 
these were turning up in unprecedented numbers of red kites, along with other scavengers such as rooks, close to a busy airfield.   

22  In truth, it was a particularly bad year for chick survival.  The very dry spring conditions meant that grass was slow-growing and 
did not provide as much cover to hide in as usual, something that chicks depend on when they leave their nest. 

23  The number of birds around is clearly not reducing so this perhaps highlights the risks involved in trying to draw too firm 
conclusions from annual counts of sightings and sites. 
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 around Grassington and Grimwith and extending up as far as Bastow Wood, with records in each month 

between January and April and then between August and November.  This year there were sightings in 

March (2), August and October: 2 of these were from Howgill and Skyreholme, the others from Grimwith 

and Conistone Moor (the only really northerly record).  In the south there were good counts from across 

the region with more from the east than the west and they were reported to be very common now in the 

Washburn (PBR).  Once again there were good numbers of garden records (⅓ of all members’ gardens) 

although, as in previous years, mainly from the east of the region including Otley (4 gardens), Menston (2), 

Askwith (1), Burley (4) and Ben Rhydding (1) and with several members reporting up to 3 birds overhead: 

once again there were no records from Ilkley or Addingham gardens.  In fact, Ilkley again appears to have 

been shunned by this species with another year with only one record – a bird near White Wells in 

November.  Local experience on nesting birds mirrored 

the county situation.  The chart shows the number of 

nests in recent years, the young produced and the overall 

productivity.  After a steady increase in the number of 

nests, numbers this year fell from 10 to 7, although to 

some extent this was compensated by a rather better 

productivity of 1.9 compared with a poor 1.0 last year.  

Of the 7 nests this year the eggs were deserted in one and 

the young were predated in another one.  An article in the 

Ilkley Gazette in April highlighted that illegal predation 

remains a problem in our area.  Tests confirmed that 2 

out of 3 young birds found dead in a nest in our area in 

2010 had died from ingesting Carbofuran.  This brought 

the total of birds poisoned in Yorkshire to 20 of which 8 

(40%) have been found between Blubberhouses, Leathley and Denton between 2001 and 2010. 

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus      005 Sightings/04 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

The species is one of the great UK conservation success stories with ~200 pairs now nesting in the UK.  

After becoming extinct in 1899 they started a slow return from the 1920s in Norfolk.  Even so, there was 

only one breeding pair in 1971 – at Minsmere.  They only started to breed regularly at Blacktoft in 1994.  

This year 29 juveniles fledged at Blacktoft from 13 nests with another 10 juveniles from the 3 nests at the 

RSPB site at Read’s Island.  In addition there were between 45 and 50 nesting females around the Humber 

with breeding attempts at undisclosed sites in South, North and West Yorkshire.  Elsewhere, Cheshire had 

its first breeding pair for 200 years whilst Northumberland had its first breeding pair in 2009.  Birds used 

to leave the UK at the end of October, spending the winter in Africa but increasing numbers are gathering 

in winter roosts – these are mostly females more able to compete for a reduced food supply.  There were at 

least 100 individuals in Norfolk and a record number of 38 at Blacktoft this year (along with four hen 

harriers).  With all this good news around about this species it is disappointing that, as for the little egret, 

we are not enjoying more records in our area.  Sightings were received from a fairly typical four sites, with 

records from Ilkley Moor (April) and Barden (May) in the spring, and from Barden and Threshfield Moor 

(August) and Thruscross (September) in the autumn.  Historically, the majority of sightings (56%) 

continue to be in the late summer between July and September. 

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus       023 Sightings/09 Sites 

Uncommon passage/winter visitor. 

Reports on this species continue to be shrouded in gloom with the UK population showing a 20% decline 

from 800 to 650 pairs over the past 6 years, with illegal persecution remaining a common feature across all 

four home countries
24

.  Even in Scotland there was a 23% decline in pairs from 633 to 489 between 2004 

and 2010, whilst numbers on the Isle of Man, which has always enjoyed a surprisingly large population, 

fell by 49% from 57 to 29 pairs over the same period (for unknown reasons).  Severe persecution in 

England ensures that our existing population remains barely viable; although the number of pairs did 

increase from 11 to 12 over the period of the above survey, the gloom returned in the summer with the 

                                                      
24   In Scotland, the Wildlife and Natural Environment Bill is considering making landowners legally responsible for the actions of 
their game keepers (more than 70% of people prosecuted in the past 20 years have been game keepers). 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

2003 2005 2007 2009 2011

Young

Nests

Productivity

Local red kite nesting records 



 

76 

news of only 4 nesting pairs in England this year, all on a single estate in the Forest of Bowland.  In these 

circumstances we should perhaps feel privileged that sightings continue to hold up quite well in our area.  I 

discussed in last year’s Review the reasons for this, ie that studies had showed that wintering birds from 

Bowland and Dumfries and Galloway have as much liking for the Dales as us humans.  All the records 

were from two areas within mid Wharfedale. 

Buzzard Buteo buteo        212 Sightings/74 Sites 

Scarce breeder/passage migrant/visitor: population has increased recently. 

This species was well reported in virtually all parts of the 

region, usually in ones and twos.  Records are slightly less 

common in the north, perhaps reflecting the lower density of 

observers in some of those parts – there were numerous 

records from around Grassington, and good numbers from 

Littondale and the top of the Dale but none from Grimwith.  

Records in the south were widespread and the species was 

reported to be very common now in the Washburn (PBR).  

There were several records of 5 or 6 birds from Barden and 

the Washburn and with a peak count of 12 from Barden.  

There continue to be numerous records of breeding from 

across the region – in the north from Grass Wood, Arncliffe, Foxup, Beckermonds and Greenfield.  In the 

south ringers continue to clock up impressive numbers of nests with ringed young.  The chart shows Pete 

Roe’s ringing records over a number of years showing that the 15 nests this year produced an impressive 33 

young, a productivity of 2.2/nest, much better than last year’s 1.5 and the best since the 2.4 in 2006.  Unlike 

the situation for the red kite there were no signs of any nest disturbance. 

Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus      001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage visitor. 

A bird appeared over Rivock Edge Plantation on 15th October and was seen to head towards Wharfedale 

(RLe).  The sighting has been approved by the BOG Rarities Committee and forwarded to the YNU. 

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus       132 Sightings/45 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population stable. 

The number and range of sightings reflect the widespread distribution of this species; reports were received 

from a good selection of sites in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn.  Only around 15% of sightings came 

from the north where the species is less common.  In the north the majority of sightings were from the 

Grassington area with the occasional sighting as far north as Birks Fell and as far up as Litton in 

Littondale: there were no sightings from Grimwith.  In Littondale there were 3 sightings, quite a change 

from the previous three years when there have been no sightings.  In the south there were no obvious 

centres of population, although there were a good number of reports from the Washburn.  However, as 

usual, a significant proportion of records (around 30%) were from gardens – Otley (5 gardens), Menston 

(1), Askwith (1), Burley (3), Ben Rhydding (1), Ilkley (5), Addingham (1), Grassington (1), Threshfield (1) 

and Kilnsey (1).  Although there were records of birds taking a fledgling blackbird, starling and pied 

wagtail, the main casualty appears to have been wood pigeons with 3 gardens reporting birds being taken 

and one losing all three of its resident population.  One member had a rather closer encounter with a 

sparrowhawk than they might have liked.  The bird, carrying a still warm blackbird fledgling, entered the 

living room by the patio door at speed, collided with an oriel window, dropped its prey and exited via a 6 

inch window opening!  At John O’Gaunts, a bird was watched hunting through flocks of passing migrants.  

The species breeds later than most, timed to correspond to there being good numbers of inexperienced 

juveniles.  There were numerous reports of breeding from right across the region and as far north as 

Scargill House and Litton but the first record of young was not until 4
th
 July. 

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis       011 Sightings/06 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant: may breed in the area. 

In our area the species struggles to maintain a foothold and is probably under-reported for security reasons.  

They were reported from two areas between mid-January and mid-April (BOG, AJ, E&PS and J&FTo).  

There were a couple of records of 2 birds from one of the sites with one sighting involving birds 

displaying. 
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Harris Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus 

Escapee 

I have included a comment on this species, despite it being an escapee, because it caused some moments of 

excitement for a couple of members in late March and early April.  In late March a bird with bells and 

straps on its legs was seen in trees by the river at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits.  On the 2
nd

 April a bird was 

seen at Otley being mobbed by jays.  It flew towards the observer (PP) at head height, who put his hand up 

to protect himself just before it hit him, scratching his right ear and chin and drawing blood.  Later it was 

being mobbed by jackdaws and then flew off being pursued by 6 crows.  On the 5
th
 the bird was being 

hassled by crows and magpies in a Burley garden (SB). 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus       125 Sightings/53 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage visitor: national population decline not apparent locally. 

The species is common and well recorded throughout the region, although sightings from the top of the 

Dale are less common and overall records received were a little down this year.  As usual, the feeding 

habits of the kestrel are quite different from the sparrowhawk and the majority of the far fewer garden 

sightings (5 gardens c.f. 20) were of overflights.  The latest BTO Breeding Bird Survey reveals a 

significant decline of 13% in the Kestrel population between 1995 and 2008.  It states that declines 

between the 1970s and the 1990s were linked to agricultural intensification and the adverse effects this had 

on small mammal populations, but the reasons for the more recent declines are not clear.  However, Pete 

Roe, one of our local ringers commented that when he started ringing in the late 70s and early 80s 6 young 

was the norm, now it’s 4.  This year’s breeding season was a fairly average one with the ringers reporting 

87 young in 24 nests. 

Merlin Falco columbarius       020 Sightings/13 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population probably stable. 

The species is not a common bird on our moors and sightings were thinly spread across the moors in the 

south and around Grassington.  In the south, there were records from Blubberhouses Moor and Kex Gill, 

Askwith and Denton Moors, Round Hill and Rombalds Moor, and Barden View Point and Barden Fell.  

Records in the north were from Hebden Beck and Grassington Moor.  Records were received between mid-

January and mid-September.  The number of birds nesting on the moors around Ilkley has reduced over the 

years.  In 2003, the first year records were received, 6 nests produced 26 young.  This year Pete Roe 

concluded there were 3 breeding pairs, although finding nests is always a very challenging task and one 

was not located.  The nest on the southern moors was just outside the WNS area produced at least 3, and 

possibly 4, young.  The nest found on the northern moors produced 4 young.  For the second year running 

there was an unusual record of a bird overflying a member’s garden; last year the record was in Burley, 

this year a bird flew over an Addingham garden towards Addingham Moorside on 9
th
 February (DLR). 

Hobby Falco subbuteo        013 Sightings/08 Sites 

Scarce summer visitor/probable breeder: population increasing. 

Originally, this species was confined to the heathlands of southern England but over the past 30 years they 

have increased in numbers and expanded northwards, so that now there are even a few nesting in Scotland.  

Yorkshire may well have had its highest count ever with over 20 on Thorne Moors on 20
th
 June and 2

nd
 

July, 2010.  Nevertheless, a feature of this species in our area is the extreme variability of its presence from 

year to year as can be seen in the following table: 
 

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Sightings 9 7 4 15 26 8 13 

Sites 7 7 1 9 14 3 8 
 

As usual, all the sightings were from the south – there do not appear to have been any records from the 

north.  As usual, too, there were a number of records from the Barden View Point.  The other sightings 

were from a broad area from Denton Moor, through Askwith Moor to Timble and Stainburn and down to 

Burley and Ilkley Moor in the south.  We do not know how many birds are now nesting in Yorkshire.  

Birds are very inconspicuous and take over old corvid nests to lay their eggs; often the appearance of 

youngsters is the only indication that breeding has occurred.  Despite the very impressive list of nests for a 

wide variety of species which have been found by our local ringers, uncovering a hobby nest in our area 

has so far defeated all efforts, although people are quite convinced birds are nesting in the area.  Was there 
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a close call this year?  Pete Roe was approaching a merlin nest when the clamour being raised by the 

young brought a hobby flying over to investigate before returning to the area from which it had appeared.  

Extensive investigations in the area sadly proved unsuccessful, but no doubt our luck will change one day! 

Peregrine Falco peregrinus       024 Sightings/14 Sites 

Scarce resident/passage/probable breeder: local population possibly increasing. 

Records were thinly spread across the whole area with proportionately more 

records from the north.  There were significantly fewer sightings than in 

previous years, ie only ~70% of the five-year average.  This is essentially 

because of the reduction in sightings from the south (to 50%): records from the 

north have been fairly steady in the last three or four years.  The highest 

number of records was from Grimwith between late March and the end of 

October.  There were two sightings of a pair; on one occasion they were 

watched trying to flush out parties of starlings hiding in heather, albeit without 

much success.  An immature bird was recorded there at the end of October.  

There was one successful breeding record with 2 young fledged.  At another 

site an adult and an immature bird were belatedly reported to be nesting.  

However, it is not clear if a breeding attempt was made; certainly, there was no 

sign of any birds in mid-May. 

Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus (C) 

Common breeding resident: population generally stable but subject to setbacks. 

There were a number of disparate factors affecting this species in the last year.  There were strong 

populations left after last season’s excellent breeding season, which was the best in recent years, whilst the 

cold spell in the winter thinned out the weaker birds and reduced the worm burden.  However, in the spring 

the weather was unfavourable, with hot weather meaning insects hatched before the chicks, leaving them 

with little to eat in mid to late May; the dry spell also caused fires across Yorkshire, Dorset and Balmoral.  

The additional Bank Holiday for the Royal Wedding also attracted extra visitors with the possibility of dog 

disturbance.  Subsequently, a wet period and sometimes cold weather caused further problems in some 

areas.  The weather was worst in the west, particularly over the border in Cumbria, whilst the weather in 

Yorkshire was reported to be more equable, especially in most of the Dales.  The use of medicinal grit to 

stop disease is also believed to be reducing the regular population fluctuations.  The net effect was that 

grouse moors in north of England were expecting a record-breaking season with July counts indicating 

numbers were higher than they had ever been since counting started in the early 1980s.  However, further 

north in Scotland the cold spell late in the spring hit moors hard and some estates did not hold shoots this 

year.  In our area the species is locally common on the moors around mid and upper Wharfedale, being 

seen right up to the top of the region at Oughtershaw.  Good counts in January included 226 on Barden 

Moor and 100 on Barden Fell, with 26 on Ilkley Moor in March: in the north 30 were counted on 

Grassington Moor in January.  There were a good number of breeding records from Blubberhouses Moor, 

Denton Moor, Round Hill, Rombalds Moor, Barden Moor, Grassington, Penyghent Fell and Threshfield 

Moors, Conistone Moor, Top Mere Top (above Kettlewell), Buckden Pike and Oughtershaw: the first 

record of a female with young was on 26
th
 May. 

Black Grouse Tetrao tetrix       005 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare breeding resident: Northern Pennine Black Grouse Recovery Group seeking to increase population. 

After a very encouraging start to the North Pennines Black Grouse Recovery Project, set up in 1996, with 

numbers of males peaking at 1,200 in spring 2007,. downpours that June and a wet 2008 wiped out newly 

hatched chicks. The exceptional snowfall and frost in winter 2009/10 caused the northern England 

population to crash to an all-time low of 500 males in spring 2010.  However, counts at the start of the 

2011 season, with the number of leking males growing from 500 to 820, confirmed that the species had had 

a good breeding season in 2010, and there were further signs that it would be a good breeding season in 

2011.  The Yorkshire Dales population has been boosted by moving males from County Durham to 

Wensleydale so that the numbers in the Dales this spring had increased from 90 to 131 with 2 leks now in 

Wensleydale (with females attracted to them).  Against this background of challenging and very variable 

times, it is encouraging that the species presence in Wharfedale continues.  There were a number of 

sightings in one general area in the first half of the year with the highlight being a lek observed on 9
th
 April 

involving 3 males and 2 females (IC). 
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Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa  (C) 

Uncommon breeding resident, all from released birds: population stable except where releases occur. 

It was a good year for records with sightings 50% above the five-year average; and with proportionally 

more records from the north.  Sightings are usually of up to 4 birds except in areas where birds are 

released.  In the south, Hawksworth figured regularly in the records with a peak count of 37 in October.  

However, by far the highest counts in the area come from Grimwith, where birds are released in the 

summer.  Circuit counts were low at the start of the year, typically in single figures, but this jumped to 

~360 in late August. 

Grey Partridge Perdix perdix       033 Sightings/12 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident: population thought to be declining. 

The national statistics for this species are dire with an 86% decline over the past 40 years because of 

intensive farming techniques; this includes a 50% reduction in the English population over the period 1994 

to 2009.  The situation is no better in our area with the north particularly badly hit by the bad weather of the 

last three years: the chart of the number of sites where the species has been recorded over the period 2005-

2011 is given in the introduction.  The only records from the north were of 5 birds at Grimwith on 15
th
 

February and 3 on 7
th
 July (PD&JBP) and an adult with juveniles seen near Greenhow (right on the edge of 

our region) on 25
th
 may (R&PG) and 15

th
 August (GL*), with a bird heard at Kelber on 19

th
 November 

(GL*).  By comparison, and after several rather poor years in the south, this year saw a significant 

improvement (with records from 9 sites c.f. 5 sites last year).  Birds made a welcome return to Otley and 

there were a number of sightings during the year including 6 at the beginning of January and a pair seen 

with 10 young in late June/early July (PBR, PP).  There were also regular reports from Hawksworth Moor 

with 8 birds seen in February and evidence of breeding of 4 single birds each with a chick on 9
th
 May and 2 

females with 6 and 5 chicks on 31
st
 August.   The species is now reported to be a rare sight in the Washburn 

but there were records of 2 at Thruscross in March and on the edges of Farnley Moor in September.  

Elsewhere, there were several records from Addingham Moorside including 10 birds in October, 2 birds 

were also seen at Langbar in April whilst 8 birds were seen in fields behind a member’s north Otley garden 

in October (M&JC).  However, for me one of the highlights of my birding year was walking through long 

grass in a field on the edge of Middleton Moor (giving a bull a wide berth) and flushing perhaps 20+ birds: 

a male landed nearby, clicking angrily at me and distracting my attention, whilst the rest made their escape! 

Common Quail Corturnix coturnix      002 Sightings/02 Sites 

Very rare: normally a passage migrant. 

This is one of the rarest species recorded in our area, seen alive only once (when two may have bred on the 

edge of Farnley Moor in 1999) but with dead birds found in 1985 and 1992.  Other than that a deserted nest 

was found at Grassington in 1947 (at 1200 feet), and birds were heard in 1981 and 2005.  This year a bird 

was heard in a field alongside Greenmires Lane near Arncliffe Crag and on the edge of our area: it was 

first heard on 29
th
 June (DO’C) just after the observer had completed a BTO Atlas walk in the area; he 

returned the following morning and heard it again.  The species is the only migrating game bird.  It winters 

south of the Sahel and breeds initially in North Africa: birds can breed when they are only three months 

old and it has been suggested that birds arriving in the UK between late May and early July have either 

come directly from the Sahel or are first year birds from North Africa.  It appears that, unlike most 

migratory birds, numbers may have increased in the latter half of the 20
th
 century due to increased 

irrigation in North Africa, which has provided an enormous increase in breeding habitat.  Although the 

species has been recorded in Yorkshire every year since 1952, except in 1962, in normal years the majority 

of pairs are recorded in the south of England.  However, there are occasional ‘quail years’ and in these 

years there are big increases in numbers, with a lot more records from the north and west of England.  The 

largest influx of the last century was in 1953 but there were large influxes in 1989 and 1997.  In 1986 when 

only 103 pairs were recorded in the UK only 5% of records were from the north, whilst in the 1989 quail 

year there were 1338 pairs with 21% in the north, ie 5 and 

285 records respectively from the north in the two years.  

It became clear during the summer that 2011 would be a 

‘quail year’.  Evidence of this came from two sources.  

The BTO operates a scheme, Birdtrack, which uses 

records from contributors to plot the % of sets of records 

containing specific species each week.  The graph shows 

 

2011 

2010 
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the BirdTrack quail records for this and last year’s summers; the 2011 peak corresponds to ~1 ½% of 

submitted lists.  The other evidence was more local with the weekly bird report in the Yorkshire Post 

reporting substantial numbers of calling birds.  The most reliable place to hear this species is in the hay 

meadows in the Lower Derwent Valley.  There were 52 calling males there during June, with 21 caught 

and ringed there in the last three years and with the first ever record of the recovery of a bird (which had 

been ringed in 2010).  At the end of June there were still 21 calling birds in East Yorkshire and this 

continued into July with BTO and BirdGuides both reporting mid-month that there were still good 

numbers of singing Quail, most seemingly being in the cereal fields across East and North Yorkshire.  If 

one sighting was not enough, I was to hear from Pete Roe later in the season, of an earlier episode of what 

was quite possibly a wild bird and possibly, also, a male.  It had flown into a conservatory window in a 

house opposite the Chevin and backing onto the golf course on 28
th
 April, badly damaging its wing.  Pete 

had taken it up to the rescue centre at Hill Top Farm, Stainburn.  After watching a cockatiel in the centre 

riding round on the back of a duck, the quail had learnt to copy it.  At one point the duck, which is not too 

keen on giving other birds piggy-back rides goes under a low plank.  The first time the quail was knocked 

off but it has now learnt to follow the cockatiel’s example and duck as the duck goes under!  I am assured 

there is a video of the performance which, sadly, I have yet to get the chance to see. 

Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus (C) 

Common breeding resident subject to extensive rearing/releases: population stable overall. 

This is a common bird which many people don’t bother to record.  It is subject to significant releases 

throughout the area ensuring they are numerous in most areas, especially on the valley sides and moorland 

fringes.  The species was a not entirely welcome visitor to members’ gardens being recorded in a surprising 

14 reporting gardens (over 40%) in Otley (3), Burley (2), Ben Rhydding, Ilkley (6), Addingham and 

Kilnsey.  The highest count was of 5 in Otley, whilst a female in Kilnsey raised 7 young from 12 eggs (on 

2
nd

 May) and there was a juvenile with a pair of adults in Otley the previous day.  Last April a Reeve’s 

pheasant was seen in two Ilkley gardens: this year there were sightings around Farnley Lake on 6
th
 and 15

th
 

June; the bird was described by one observer as tame and by the other one as having followed him around 

for over an hour! 

Water rail Rallus aquaticus       011 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce passage/winter visitor. 

Although 2011 remains rather overshadowed by last year’s glut of sightings it was probably, on balance, 

the best year since I became recorder in 2003.  There were several sightings at Otley and Sun Lane, as well 

as from a new site discovered at Castley near Arthington (AJ).  At Otley a single bird was seen or heard 

several times from the start of the year until the end of February.  It was recorded both in the small pond 

near the Sailing Lake but also in the access track stream.  Records from Sun Lane were slightly more 

extended – from the start of the year through until 13
th
 March with some of the sightings being of a bird 

under the feeders.  In November, there were 2 birds in boggy ground at Castley and two heard calling from 

the reedbeds at Otley. 

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus       089 Sightings/28 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

There appears to be a healthy and stable population of this species across the entire region although they 

appear less common above Barden Bridge.  A high proportion of the northern records (~ 50%) come from 

the Kilnsey and Conistone area with sightings of 1 or 2 birds; these are usually the most northerly records.  

This year, however, a bird was reported at Greenfield (in July) – not usually a well-watched area.  There 

were also records of a pair at Hesleden in Littondale.  Pairs were also seen north of Barden Bridge and at 

Water’s Laithe.  The species generally appears to be restricted to the lowland reservoirs and watercourses 

and was widely reported from such sites across mid Wharfedale and the Washburn.  The Old Rectory at 

Addingham resumed its rightful position as the Mecca for local birds with 13 recorded there in late 

January.  In fact, Addingham seems to be quite a ‘hot-spot’ for the species and I was surprised at the 

number of places where I saw them on a September walk (Cocking End, Low and High Mill, Saw Mill 

Pond and, of course, the Vicarage).  The only site which runs the Vicarage close is Otley; there were 

several high counts during the year with a peak of 9 in the first quarter (March) and of 11 in the last quarter 

(November).  Elsewhere, the highest count was 3 and usually only 1 or 2.  There were a good number of 

records of breeding including northerly records from Kilnsey, Conistone and Hesleden, and over quite an 

extended period with juveniles seen between 7
th
 May and 29

th
 September. 

http://www.birdguides.com/species/species.asp?sp=035117
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Coot Fulica atra        79 Sightings/11 Sites 

Locally common breeding migrant: population stable. 

The distribution of this species is far more restricted than the previous 

one (the long term average number of sites being 28 and 13 

respectively).  It is not widely seen within the region, particularly in 

upper Wharfedale where there are usually sightings only from the 

Kilnsey trout farm (where there were 17 in January).  It is regularly 

recorded at Otley, Knotford, Chelker and the Washburn Reservoirs 

(including John O’Gaunts) and breeds at a number of smaller sites in 

mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn.  As usual there were large winter 

counts from Knotford and Otley, and good counts from Chelker.  

Counts at the start of the year were well below the peaks in recent years 

(345 at Knotford in 2004 and 194 at Otley in 2009) with 70 at Knotford and 130+ at Otley; there were 30 

at Chelker.  The species breeds at Knotford but numbers drop dramatically in the summer, sometimes to 

single figures.  Numbers hold up much better at the other two sites with a minimum of 26 at Otley (April) 

and ~50 during the summer: there is less coverage of Chelker but there was a peak of 83 in the summer.  

Elsewhere peak counts were 14 at Farnley Lake (April) and 10 at John O’Gaunts (July).  Breeding was 

recorded from several sites including Kilnsey.  The first records of juveniles were not until 2
nd

 June (Otley 

and Farnley).  At the end of the year the peak count of 98 at Otley was a little down on recent years, whilst 

the 161 at Knotford was fairly average. 

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus      183 Sightings/65 Sites 

Locally common breeding migrant: population probably increasing. 

This is a bird that has widely established itself as a breeder throughout the whole area in recent decades 

(being typically recorded at around 60 sites, roughly equally split between north and south).  It is a wader 

species which is doing very well in England with a statistically-significant increase of 50% since 1994 (as 

opposed to a significant decrease of 24% in Scotland).  At the start of the year and after the record cold 

December, birds were a little late returning with the first record being of a bird at Lindley Wood on 2
nd

 

February with the first northern record two days later with a bird at Linton weir on 4
th
 February.  At the 

other end of the season, and in recent years, birds have disappeared in mid-August after the breeding 

season: recent dates have been 22
nd

 (2008), 23
rd

 (2009) and 19
th
 (2010).  The return of the species is a very 

good indication of how severe is the winter and there were no pre-New Year records in either 2009 or 

2010.  The last year there was an early return was in 2008 when there was a single bird at Grimwith on 

22
nd

 November.  In 2011 we had an exceptionally warm autumn and had several records.  The strangest 

was of a single bird at Otley on 1
st
 September, 19

th
 October and 3

rd
 and 4

th
 December – was this a very 

early returnee or did it stay on?  After that there was a record count of up to 7 birds at Lindley Wood 

Reservoir from the 6
th
 December and 2 at Chelker on 19

th
 December (and 1 the next day).  In the north the 

highest count was, as usual, Grimwith with a respectable 82 on 13
th
 March.  Two other sites with high 

counts were Arncliffe Cote in late February 50 (c.f. 30 last year) and Kilnsey in early April 50+ (c.f. 30 

last year).  In the south, the peak counts are usually at Otley but the count of 35 there in mid-March was 

exceeded by 40 at Lindley Wood in late February and 42 at Bolton Abbey in early March.  Pre-breeding 

groups soon disperse and pairs start popping up anywhere in the valley.  The first juveniles recorded at 

Otley on 6
th
 May (although there were reports that there were few chicks there this year). 

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius     027 Sightings/09 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant: stable population. 

This is one of the early spring arrivals which are returning from North 

Africa.  It was once a rare migrant here but numbers have increased 

steadily to around 1,000 pairs now since they first bred in a dried-up 

reservoir at Tring. The post-war building boom helped by providing large 

numbers of gravel pits.  As well as gravel pits they also started to nest 

along shingle river banks in Wales and also in crops such as sugar beet and 

linseed which mature later in the year, giving chicks time to mature.  

Locally, this was the best year in recent times in terms of both sightings 

and sites, albeit with all records from the south and with a significant 

number of sightings probably of passage birds.  During April there were 

Coot nest, Ben Rhydding NR 
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peak counts of 6 on Ilkley Moor and 4 at Swinsty: at the end of the season the peak was 5 at John 

O’Gaunts on 21
st
 July – the last record of the season of 4 on 14

th
 August.  A very high proportion of 

records were from the Washburn (80%) with several birds present during the breeding season and with one 

record of breeding when 2 adults were seen with 2 juveniles on 6
th
 June: no breeding records were received 

from the traditional site in the Washburn.  There was also a record of a family of 5 on 7
th
 July, which may 

well have been passage birds since they were not there the next day.  Sadly, the building work at two sites 

in Menston and Guiseley, which resulted in pairs breeding from 2007, has finished and there was no 

breeding reported from there. 

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula     017 Sightings/04 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant: population stable. 

This is the larger relative of the previous species and is usually found along estuaries or the coast and only 

occasionally breeds inland: we are extremely lucky that one of these spots is at Grimwith. The situation for 

this species is almost the reverse of the previous one with the single, major breeding site in the north and 

no breeding recorded from the south. Grimwith is the stronghold of this species, 5 birds recorded on 2
nd.

 

March (when a pair was displaying); the peak count this year was 6 in mid-March.  As usual they bred 

there, although finding the young can be a bit of a challenge: 3 juveniles were recorded on 1
st
 June.  The 

other records, from Mossy Moor (3 birds) and Kex Gill (1 bird) in the spring (up until 6
th
 May) and John 

O’Gaunts (1 bird) on 19
th
 July may well have been of passage birds: there was a bird present at Kex Gill 

between 19
th
 April and 6

th
 May, but no signs that it had stayed on to breed. 

Dotterel Charadrius morinellus       002 Sightings/02 Sites 

Rare passage migrant 

This has never been a regular bird for our area, although there was a period of six years in the late 1990s 

when it was recorded every year.  Since then, records have been sparse with sightings in only five of the 

last twelve years, although to what extent this represent a decline in population or a change in observer 

habits is unclear (since the latter involves a longish hike with no guarantee of success).  This year five were 

seen on 4
th
 May just south of the twelve Apostles on Ilkley Moor (BOG): they were present at 0730, but 

someone else who had toiled up there later reported they had gone by 1130!  Three days later, on the 7
th
, 

there was a report of two birds at another traditional site, the top of Great Whernside (GF&AP).  May is far 

and away the most popular month for sightings with 80% of all records from that month
25

. 

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria      060 Sightings/34 Sites 

Uncommon moorland breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably in decline. 

The species is typically recorded at around 25 sites, equally divided between the north and south, although 

the large counts are always in the south.  There were records on the moors right across the north, although 

most were around Grassington.  Peak counts were 15 on Hunters Sleet (late April), 13 on Grassington 

Moor and 8 near Grimwith.  There was also a wide distribution of the species across southern moors.  

There were several large peak counts including 150+ at Thruscross (early March), and 400 at Stainburn 

and 200 at Woofa Bank, Addingham (late March); at the end of the season there was a very large mixed 

flock of golden plover and lapwing of 2,100+ over Chelker in early November and 200 at Pool in early 

December.  There are rarely many records of breeding with juveniles all recorded at the end of June from 

Blubberhouses and Ilkley Moors, and Penyghent Fell. 

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus      192 Sightings/68 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population may be declining. 

There is a perception that this species is declining and that it is one of the species that was badly affected 

during the 2009/10 winter but these points need to be qualified;.  The following table shows the BTO 

figures for regional population changes: 
 

 1994-2009 2009/10 

UK -20* -22* 

England Small Small 

Yorkshire +28* --- 

Scotland -37* -41* 
 

                                                      
25  Further, 87% of all records have been during spring migration with the remainder (3) in August and September. 

* statistically-
significant 
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The table shows that declining UK populations and the heavy impact of 

the 2009/10 winter can be explained by what happened in Scotland.  

Also, that in our county, numbers are actually bucking the trend and 

increasing.  It is difficult to make a judgement about exactly what is 

happening in our own area.  On the whole the species appears to be 

doing well in the south, although several people in the north feel it is 

declining there as a breeding species and especially that there had been 

a steady decline in Upper Littondale between Halton Gill and Rainscar 

over the last seven years or so.  More recently, there were no obvious 

effects of the last winter (apart from late returning dates).  This is a 

breeding bird that usually migrates west and/or south out of the 

recording area in winter
26

: the large winter sightings of large flocks are thought likely to be of birds from 

the continent.  The species is recorded throughout our area although with a minimal presence at the top of 

the Dale: there are fewer records of large flock sizes in the north.  Large flock sizes are recorded in the 

south right through the winter months (with records from every month of the year): in the north the bulk of 

records were between 8
th
 February and 23

rd
 August.  In the south, there were good counts from a number of 

sites from the start of the year with 200 at Hardisty Hill, 120 at Denton and 80 at Otley in January: the peak 

southern count was 400 at Denton in mid-February.  As usual, peak counts in the north are from Grimwith 

with ~100 in mid-February and ~40 at Skirfare Bridge at the end of the month, followed by a very large 

count of 308 at Grimwith on 13
th
 March.  There are always extensive records of breeding for this species 

with a first record of a bird on eggs on 1
st
 April and juveniles from the 25

th
 (both from Menston): the last 

was a record of juveniles at Mossy Moor on 3
rd

 August.  The problems with red kites, discussed under red 

kites, was very apparent at Otley; there were no young lapwings (and only very few oystercatcher chicks).  

In the south there were several post-breeding flocks of over 100 with 500 at Chelker and 250+ at Otley on 

26
th
 July, and 237 at Scargill on the 31

st
.  In the north the largest post-breeding flocks were ~100 at Hebden 

on 1
st
 August and 40 along Malham Moor Lane on the 5

th
.  In the autumn the largest sighting was of a 

mixed flock of 2,100 lapwings and golden plover at Chelker (always a good spot to see good numbers of 

lapwing in the winter), 230 in front of Denton Hall on 6
th
 November and 200 at Otley on the 12

th
.  Late 

sightings occur in the north but they are not common.  This year there was a large flock of 101 in fields 

near Burnsall on 6
th
 November and 1 at Grimwith on the 15

th27
. 

Dunlin Calidris alpina        004 Sightings/04 Sites 

Scarce passage visitor: probably still breeds in the area but numbers much reduced. 

It was a rather below-average year after a record year last year (11 sightings from 6 sites) and with no 

counts to match the 19 birds at Mossy Moor last year.  All the records were between 5
th
 May and 10

th
 June 

from Grimwith, Kex Gill, Great Whernside and Mossy Moor: peak counts were 9 at Mossy Moor and 6 at 

Kex Gill. 

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago      044 Sightings/23 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable or in shallow decline. 

This is a well-established breeding species throughout the area thanks to the extensive availability of its 

breeding habitat of marshland (albeit much reduced from the historical position), especially around 

moorland sites: they are rather more frequently recorded in the south.  After two better than average years, 

sightings and sites where the species is recorded returned to more normal levels.  In the north the most 

sightings were from the top of the Dale including two records from the moors around Oughtershaw, where 

conditions are ideal for this species.  There were two records each from around Grassington and in 

Littondale but none from Grimwith, where they can be heard drumming and are occasionally seen by the 

water’s edge.  There were some interesting records from the north with an impressive total of 5 on Foxup 

Moor at the end of May, not to mention two very unusual records of breeding of this very secretive species 

with families of 3 at Swarthgill (Oughtershaw) on 24
th
 June and 5 at Foxup Moor on 27

th
 (thanks to the 

                                                      
26  Indicative of the fact that our birds migrate is that a bird ringed at Denton on 27th May, 2009 was found dead at Finistere, 
France on 15th December. 

27  In 2010 there were occasional records of a bird around Grassington from the start of December and 3 on Threshfield Moor on 
the 24th.  In 2009 there were 11 at Grimwith on 23rd October and 40 on 11th November. 
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BTO survey work by GL* this year).  Other records included two heard drumming along Hebden Beck and 

a pair flushed on Birks Fell.  In the south, pride of place in this year’s records must go to a recently 

discovered boggy patch at Castley with 18 on 12
th
 November before a peak of 25 on 4

th
 December (AJ).  

However, Otley was not far behind with 14 on the grazing lawn there on 12
th
 December (PP reported it was 

his highest ever count from the site).  Notwithstanding these records a high proportion of sightings come 

from the moors around Ilkley and the Washburn.  There were high counts on Rombalds Moor with surveys 

on Hawksworth Moor regularly producing counts of 6.  There was a flock of 5 flushed on a walk across to 

Dick Hudson’s (February) and 9 at Lippersley Marsh (Addingham Moorside) (March).  They were 

reported to be scarce in the Washburn this year with a regular Washburn walker having only one sighting 

this year in April, which was described as unusual (PBR); although there were occasional other sightings 

over a short period between June and late August, numbers were small. 

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola       026 Sightings/12 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant/winter visitor: probably in decline. 

It is thought to breed extensively throughout the area at 

appropriate sites, although there is rarely any evidence of this.  

Numbers in winter are supplemented by continental migrants 

from Scandinavia, Russia and the Baltic States: at the start of 

November, as temperatures fall rapidly in Russia and northern 

Europe, northerly winds brought in a significant influx of 

woodcock, although there was little evidence of this locally up to 

the end of the year.  This was a poor year with low counts of 

sightings and sites, particularly compared to last year (which was significantly above average).  As usual 

most records came from the south with the only northern sightings from Grass Wood (single sightings in 

February, March and November) and 2 birds roding on Birks Bank in June.  In the south, the majority of 

records were from the Washburn (70% of southern records) with sightings from Farnley Lake, Lindley 

Wood, Dob Park Wood, Swinsty, Stainburn, Scargill, Hanging Wood (Low Dam) and Timble Ings.  

Timble was by far the most popular site with half the Washburn records and the highest count of 6 roding 

birds; the other interesting records were a very rare record of a bird on 4 eggs in Hanging Wood as well as 

a pair and a single bird in Dob Park Wood.  Elsewhere there was the occasional record from Otley and 3 at 

Barden Bridge (June) and 1 there in October. 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa      002 Sightings/02 Sites 

Rare passage migrant. 

There was an impressive record of two flocks of waders flying over the Cavendish Pavilion and heading 

east on 18
th
 March (BOG).  The lower flock of ~40 birds was positively identified as this species.  The 

second flock of ~35 was flying much higher and was tentatively identified as possibly the same species.  

As though that was not enough, there was another record four days later, this time from Grimwith when 4 

birds were also flying east (GF&AP).  Two races of this species are seen in England.  The Icelandic 

islandica race breeds in Iceland and winters in England southwards.  The nominate race limosa breeds 

across Europe and mainly in the Netherlands with up to 100 pairs now breeding in the UK: it mainly 

winters south of the Sahara.  Birds recorded in our area are essentially passage birds.  The nominate race 

starts leaving their breeding grounds in late June with the major movement in July.  Its return begins in 

February and breeding grounds are re-occupied between mid-March and mid-April.  The species was not 

recorded in Wharfedale until 1969 and was only to be recorded in a total of 7 years over the next 31 years 

up until 1999; since then the level of activity has stepped up significantly and it has been recorded in 9 out 

of 12 years.  Most of the sightings (62% have been in the spring) in March and April.  The species is a very 

gregarious bird and large parties can be recorded in the spring, and in fact this has been a characteristic of 

sightings in our area.  Over the period 1989-2005 (later records were not immediately available) group 

sizes have been single birds (59%) and groups of 2 (5%), 3 (9), 4 (5), 6 (9), 8 (5), 14 (5) and 31 (5): the 

two largest flocks were recorded in October 2005 and April 2004 respectively. 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica      001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage migrant 

A bird was present at Kex Gill on 6
th
 May (PRo).  This was the fourth year the species has been reported 

since 2000 (significantly fewer years than for the previous species).  This species prefers salt-water and 
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passage birds are almost always seen on estuaries such as the Humber, with only occasional sightings 

inland
28

. 

Whimbrel Numenius phacopus       002 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

There were three records from Otley (BOG, KM) 

over a five day period: a bird was heard on 18
th
 

April with 5 birds seen 4 days later (on the 22
nd

).  

The birds were subsequently disturbed on the 22
nd

 

by local shooting and flew off.  The closeness of the 

two sightings encouraged me to look at the BTO 

BirdTrack records
29

 for this species.  The adjacent 

curve shows the frequency of sightings over the past 

three years and how brief is the duration of the 

spring migration with the peak during the second 

half of April. 

Curlew Numenius arquata       231 Sightings/81 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable. 

The curlew is a widespread and well–reported breeding bird throughout the area at suitable sites.  There are 

usually large pre-and post-breeding flocks around Denton and Burley at the start of the year but the record 

low temperatures in December meant that counts were small for the first three weeks (a maximum of 66) 

and the first large count of 200+ was not until 20
th
 January; later, there were 300 in the fields by the river at 

Ben Rhydding .on the 30
th
.  These numbers were well down on 2008’s record numbers of 430.  There is 

another popular site at Haverah Park with 200 there on 31
st
 January.  Thereafter, and as usual, numbers 

start to drop during February as flocks disperse, although there were still high counts of 250 in the fields 

around Haverah Park in late February and 220 coming into roost at Kex Ghyll in early March.  Unusually, 

records were minimal at Otley this year with a maximum count of 3.  These flocks are not found in the 

north and the first records are of birds coming back to breed.  This year the first northern records were of a 

single bird at Kilnsey on 14
th
 February, which was a slightly early but more usual date than the delayed 

return last year when the first record was not until 4
th
 March.  The first double-figure count was 10+ along 

the Dales Way between Grassington and Conistone on 7
th
 March.  It is always a little surprising when the 

Dale is knee-deep in this wonderful wader that there are precious few records of breeding but young were 

seen between 17
th
 May and 6

th
 July.  There were post-breeding flocks from mid-July, although flock sizes 

seemed smaller than usual with 45 at John O’Gaunts on the 11
th
 , 40 at Denton on the 17

th
 and 40 at Ben 

Rhydding Gravel Pits on the 26
th
.  The perceived wisdom is that birds in Scotland and the North of 

England migrate south and west to western coasts, and that a few German and Dutch birds winter in the 

UK rather than heading south, although it is impossible to tell when post-breeding flocks transform into 

winter visitors.  Records tend to be scarcer in August and September with few birds around but with the 

occasional record of flocks – this year of 260 in front of Denton Hall on 26
th
 August.  Numbers returned to 

Burley early in October with perhaps up to 200 on the 6
th
 and with 260 in front of Denton Hall on the 26

th
.  

Otley doesn’t figure large at the end of the year with peak counts of 9 and 17 in the last two months, 

although there was also a flock of 127 overhead heading towards Denton for an evening roost.  The last 

record from the north was of 6 along Hebden Beck and up to Yarnbury on 19
th
 August. 

Common Redshank Tringa totanus      065 Sightings/26 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

This is a species which is usually more frequently reported from the south than the north, but with much 

greater variability in the number of sites in the south where it is seen at between 10 and 20; in the north the 

number of sites where it is recorded is typically at 7 or 8.  It was a very average year.  In the north there 

were good numbers of sightings from Grimwith and Mossy Moor (~ half of all northern sightings).  

                                                      
28  The species has a world-wide distribution and a long range migrant.  Alaskan birds fly a very long migration route across the 
Pacific to New Zealand, flying 3,500 miles across the Pacific non-stop, with the fastest doing the trip in 8 days.  The New Zealanders in 
Christchurch ring the cathedral bells for 1/2 hr each September when the first one arrives. 

29  There is a brief description of this scheme in the quail entry. 
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Elsewhere, there were records from the river at Lower Grass Wood and Kilnsey, but only a single record 

from near Hesleden in Littondale and none from the top end of the Dale.  In 

the south, half the sightings were from the Washburn and the well-watched 

Otley.  In the Washburn, Haverah Park was a popular site for sightings but 

they were also seen at Lindley Wood, Hoodstorth, Kex Gill and 

Blubberhouses.  Elsewhere, there were records from Rombalds Moor and the 

adjacent valley, whilst a lucky member in Askwith was able to watch them 

from their bedroom around a pond in a nearby field; there was just a single 

record from the Bolton Abbey Estate of a bird flying round near the View 

Point.  Most sightings in our area are of 1 or 2 birds but in the north there were peak counts of 3 at 

Grimwith on 13th and 14th March and 3 pairs at Mossy Moor on 6th April.  There were several counts of 4 

birds from Otley, Burley and Ilkley and Hawksworth Moors.  Young were recorded in the Reva Hill area 

on 31st May (2 pairs each with 2 juveniles) and from Kilnsey on 8th July (adult with 5 young). 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia     003 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage visitor. 

The species is a scarce visitor to our area but is nevertheless recorded in most years – in fact 2010 was 

unusual being the first year without a record since 1971.  2011 made up for this with a sighting of a bird at 

John O’Gaunts on the 9
th
 and 11

th
 (PD&JBP and E & PS respectively).  A few days later a group of 6 birds 

was seen on the far shore of John O’Gaunts on 2
nd

 August (J&FTo): they were seen to fly off over 

Beaverdyke.  John Topham reported it was the largest group he’d ever seen in the area. 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus      001 Sightings/01 Sites 

 Scarce passage visitor. 

A bird was seen at the top end of Lindley Wood on 22
nd

 April (SG).  

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos      069 Sightings/33 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: national population decline not apparent locally. 

One of the pleasures of a spring walk along the river is to catch sight of this bobbing bird and then watch 

its characteristically flicking wings as it flies low over the water to its next perching stone.  Fortunately, it 

is a relatively common sight along rivers and bodies of water throughout the area with a higher density of 

sites in the north (from right across the region this year including a number from the top of the Dale which 

doesn’t happen every year).  It was a fairly typical year in terms of the number of sightings and sites but 

peak counts definitely appeared significantly down on last year.  A sighting is always guaranteed at its 

local stronghold of Grimwith at the right time of year and it always provides the top count of the year, 

although the ~10 pairs on 5
th
 May were well down on the remarkable ~20 pairs last year (both PD&JBP).  

The count was also down on my BTO survey between Barden Bridge and Water’s Laithe on 24
th
 April 

with only 8 (c.f. between 13 and 15 last year).  However, a similar survey between Linton Church and 

Lower Grass Wood produced 8 this year (c.f. 7 last year) (GL*).  At Oughtershaw there were reported to 

be 4 pairs, double the number last year.  In the south 85% of records were from along the river in the 

Bolton Abbey Estate and from around the Washburn reservoirs.  There were two unusual sightings: at 

Otley a bird was seen flying over the Fishing Lake at the end of July and was described as the first for a 

long time, and there was also 1 at Lower Barden Reservoir early in August.  The highest southern counts 

were of 2 pairs in Strid Wood and at Kex Gill.  There were a lot fewer breeding records this year – from 

only Swinsty, Menston and Starbotton. 

Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus     001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare visitor. 

A bird was seen on 24
th
 July at the Barden View Point flying towards the reservoirs (BOG): the record has 

been accepted by the BOG Rarities Committee.  This species, which was only seen for the first time in 

1987, is still rare but has become a fairly regular visitor since the mid-1990s (although this was the first 

record since 2006); it may well be under-recorded. 

Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus (C) 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be declining after big increase in 

recent decades. 

This species winters throughout the area in stunningly large numbers although, in the north, a higher 

proportion of the small gulls are common gulls.  Numbers are particularly evident on late winter’s 

afternoons as birds come into roost.  The favourite southern site for these roosts is Swinsty with an 
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impressive 3,500 on 6
th
 February and ~700 on 12

th
 December (both JP).  In the south, winter counts of a 

few tens are commonplace, whilst 100 or more can often be seen by anyone tempted to count them and 

numbers at Otley can reach 400.  In the north it is frequently recorded at Grimwith and around Grassington 

but there are fewer sightings from Littondale and the top end of the Dale: apart from Grimwith, counts 

rarely reach double figures. 

Common Gull Larus canus       076 Sightings/34 Sites 

Common passage/winter visitor: small number of breeding records. 

This is a species which usually only winters in the area, although a few immatures are occasionally 

observed during the summer and a small number are thought to breed in the Upper Barden black-headed 

gull colony.  Roosts were seen at Grimwith and Swinsty.  At Grimwith, there 500 coming into roost on ice 

on 8
th
 January but with several larger counts after the ice had melted with a peak of 2,500 on 8

th
 February: 

at the end of the year 275 at Arncliffe on 3
rd

 November which were later seen heading east, presumably 

towards the Grimwith roost.  At Swinsty there were ~500 on 6
th
 February and ~1,200 on 12

th
 December.  

Outside the roosts, numbers in the north tend to be fairly limited and are more likely to be in single than 

double figures.  In the autumn there was an exceptionally large group of ~275 at Arncliffe on 3
rd

 

November, later seen flying east possibly heading for the roost at Grimwith?  There seemed to be rather 

more counts in the low teens in the south with up to 60 at Otley during the first quarter and 200 in the last 

quarter.  The last spring record was of 27 at Arncliffe Cote on 27
th
 April with the first summer record of a 

bird in a Grassington garden on 15
th
 July, which was a garden first. 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus       006 Sightings/04 Sites 

Uncommon visitor. 

After the profusion of 2010 VisMig records from Stainburn (which were not recorded this year on the 

BOG web site), sightings returned to their usual very low pitch.  Grimwith remains the most reliable site 

where this species is recorded with half the year’s records from there.  There were sightings of single birds 

there on 11
th
 January, 17

th
 February (both GL*) and 30

th
 October (when there was an interesting collection 

of 7 birds comprising all 5 gull species commonly seen in Wharfedale) (JF).  There were also records of 

single birds at Kex Gill on 29
th
 March (PBR), eating a fish at Lower Barden Reservoir on 20

th
 October 

(BOG) and overflying Haverah Park on 18
th
 December (JP). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus   057 Sightings/31 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: probably declining due to 

control at breeding sites. 

This species winters in the area and breeds on local moors, when not disturbed 

by gamekeepers concerned by their propensity to eat anything that moves.  As 

usual, there were more sightings from the north, with records from all parts, 

but with a significant proportion (almost a ⅓) from Grimwith.  Most records in 

our area are of birds passing over singly or in small groups (of up to 4) but 

there are a number of large counts during the year, mainly from the north, 

including several from Grimwith where the peak count was 17 (August), 21 at 

Darnbrook Fell (March), 21 at Mossy Moor (April) and 17 at Hesleden (May).  

In the south, sightings were sparse with 40% of the sightings from Otley, 

although the peak count from there was only 3.  Elsewhere there was a very 

high count of 24 heading south over Ellar Carr Pike on 23
rd

 October and 5 over 

Menston on 17
th
 March. 

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus     003 Sightings/02 Sites 

Uncommon passage/winter visitor. 

It is amazing to remember that as recently as 2005 there was a record 15 sightings at 7 sites.  This year was 

a poor year again.  As for the herring gull, and after last year’s VisMig records, sightings reverted to a 

more normal frequency with only three sightings.  There was a bird (and there may have been 2) at 

Grimwith on 30
th
 October (JF) and birds coming into winter roosts at Grimwith on 15

th
 November (GL*) 

and 2 into the Swinsty roost on 12
th
 December (JP). 

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis      001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant. 

This has been a very rare passage for 30 years.  It has been recorded in Wharfedale in only 10 years, with 

half of those sightings being in the 1970s.  2 were seen and heard flying up the Washburn valley and across 
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Thruscross reservoir, calling very loudly, at about 11.45 on 27
th
 May (J&FTo): a check on the reservoir 

later failed to relocate them.  August is the month with the largest numbers of sightings (36%) followed 

closely by May (29%). 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo       030 Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant: occasionally breeds. 

The return of terns to breed at Otley after 3 years absence brought the 

crowds in and an awful lot of sightings, including a nearby garden 

overflight.  The birds arrived on 16
th
 April and a bird was on a nest on 26

th
 

May with 2 chicks seen on 15
th
 June

30
.  Raising chicks was not without its 

challenge and there was a report on the 5
th
 of a tern successively and 

successfully harassing a heron, a red kite and a couple of crows – before 

turning its attention to an over-bold coot, who got too close to a chick!  

With so much frenetic activity in the air making an accurate count was 

sometimes difficult, although there was one report of 6 birds on 11
th
 July 

(PBR).  Regular sightings were to end early in August but there were 

subsequent sightings on 2
nd

 and 25
th
 September. 

Feral Pigeon Columba livia (C) 

Common resident breeder: population probably stable. 

This species is vastly under-recorded so it is difficult to draw too many firm conclusions about its 

distribution.  The conventional wisdom (ie the unchanged comment used in the last few Reviews) is that it 

is seen mainly in the urban areas of Ilkley and Otley with a few small groups also in rural areas.  Urban 

flock sizes can be quite large; whilst rural groups tend to be in single figures.  There were counts 

approaching 100 from Otley and 30 over the centre of Ilkley, although a contrary group of 36 in Ilkley 

chose to roost on the face of the Cow: the only other reported flock was of 20 at the Cavendish. 

Stock Dove Columba oenas       045 Sightings/27 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

This is very much a rural bird in the area and is certainly much under-recorded since many people remain 

nervous about identifying the species with confidence; many of the sightings being of just 1 or 2 birds.  

Sightings are well distributed throughout the region with a rather higher proportion from the north.  There 

were several high counts:  The highest by far was 30+ at Weeton (RF): other high counts were 12+ at High 

Royds, Menston (March), 11 at Hawkswick Wood (March) and at Grimwith (August), and 9 in the Reva 

Hill area (February).  In the south, extensive observations in the Washburn valley over the years suggest 

that this area is a stronghold – and it is still easy to see there (although not many sightings were submitted 

from there this year).  There were a few records of juveniles between 25
th
 May and 26

th
 July. 

Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

This is an under-recorded species, which is usually present in reasonable numbers all year throughout the 

area but with a tendency to move to the lower parts of the valleys 

in winter.  Counts in the north were usually in single figures with 

the highest figure 33 at Grimwith in February.  There were 

several larger counts in the south in the first part of the year with 

100+ at Denton (January), 160 at Weeton (February), 88 at 

Farnley (March) and 50 at Bland Hill (April), whilst there were 

regular large counts at Otley with a peak of 76 (June).  The 

highest count was in the autumn with 300 over Hazelwood Moor 

on 27
th
 December.  It was recorded in around 60% of members’ 

gardens but usually in ones and twos compared with feral pigeons 

which have an irritating tendency of turning up in large numbers.  

Even so, this represents a dramatic change in the habits of this species over the past 40 years as can be seen 

in the adjacent diagram. 

 

                                                      
30  One story doing the rounds was that there had been two nests, one of which had failed. 
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Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

It tends to be concentrated in urban, suburban and village environments and is surprisingly rare in rural 

habitats: In the north there were a number of village sightings across the region: in the south over 75% of 

records were from gardens (with a garden in a rural setting in Askwith reporting a garden first this year).  

The majority of records were of between 1 and 3 birds.  In fact one of the pleasures of garden bird 

watching is seeing a pair of these delicate little birds pottering around together on our lawns, so I report 

this last item with some frustration.  After a final quarter when several members (including us) reported the 

species missing from their gardens there were reports from Addingham and Menston of regular visits by up 

to 8 birds (with a peak count of 12 at Addingham)! 

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus       065 Sightings/34 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant: population declining. 

This is the species I always struggle with as the trends in statistics don’t appear to match what’s happening 

on the ground.  A few years back people living on the edge of Ilkley Moor would complain about the 

continual racket from calling birds, with the odd one turning up in the garden: now, they tell me, even 

hearing one is almost a rare event.  This was the first year when I had to go to Scotland to see one (well, 

several in fact): I heard several around locally and got very close to one, but not close enough.  Is this the 

reverse of the red kite situation where familiarity is making people less likely to record a sighting, ie 

everyone always records the rare event of seeing a cuckoo, but are they also more likely to record even a 

distant bird calling?  The decline of this fascinating species is 

one of the most noticeable changes in our bird population (and 

of spring) with numbers declining by a statistically-significant 

55% since 1994…. and yet we have no idea why!  It’s an 

amazing fact that only one UK-ringed bird has ever been 

recovered in its wintering grounds in Africa – and that was 80 

years ago.  We have no idea where they spend the winter or 

whether it’s conditions there are causing the losses.  Now a 

fascinating experiment is being mounted by the BTO who are 

tracking 5 cuckoos caught near BTO’s Thetford headquarters: I 

will expand on this at the Recorders evening.  Hearing our first 

cuckoo is one of the harbingers of spring and this year we didn’t have to wait too long: the aficionados 

were poised for their return and were not to be disappointed when one was seen in the same tree at the top 

of Coldstone Beck which it had been perched in on its arrival for the previous two years – on a quite early 

17
th
 April: the first northern record was four days later at Oughtershaw.  People sometimes wonder if they 

might have heard one much earlier but a distant call of a wood pigeon can be a bit confusing sometimes.  

This year the people of Dorking had a hopelessly lost cuckoo to contend with when it turned up in a 

squirrel cage almost two months early in March – a very rare event which only happens every 25 years, 

apparently.  There were mixed messages this year about the cuckoo’s short season in the UK.  Initially, 

there were fears that this might be one of the species having difficulty coping with the early start to the 

spring (by two weeks) with their food sources already having finished their season.  Later, there were 

reports of 5 birds still singing at Fairburn Ings towards the end of June, leading to speculation about 

whether they might have managed to fit in a second brood.  But getting back to our own area, it would 

appear that both north and south are seeing declines in numbers and sightings.  In the north only four of the 

fourteen records were of birds seen; also nine of the records received were from Birks Fell and along the 

length of Langstrothdale and into Oughtershaw:.  There were two records from the Grass Wood complex 

(one of them of two birds heard – the only such record in the north) and the other two from nearby sites at 

Water’s Laithe south of Burnsall and Troller’s Gill.  In the south the majority of records were from 

Rombalds Moor (60%), followed by the Washburn (20%) (where all the records were north of Fewston), 

and the Bolton Abbey Estate (10%).  It was not many years ago that 3 birds could be seen fairly reliably on 

the back road above Strid Wood, but not anymore.  There were two records of 2 birds – a pair on Burley 

Moor and 2 in the fields above Strid Wood.  The cuckoo’s season is a short one – the last record was on the 

15
th
 June at Timble Ings, just 8½ weeks after their arrival.  This was not quite the end of the season as there 

was a rare sighting of a juvenile on Addingham Moorside on 4
th
 August feeding on a large hairy caterpillar 

(RLe). 



 

90 

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus      021 Sightings/15 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/resident: population either stable or in shallow decline. 

Birds were reported from a respectable 15 sites.  Sightings are thinly spread across the whole area with 

rather more reported from the south than the north (ie 16 and 5 records respectively), although this may 

well reflect the greater density of observers in the south.  In the south there were records of birds carrying 

food at two sites on 20
th
 and 24

th
 May (PRo and BOG); at one of these sites at least two young were 

reported in a nest on the 30
th
.  There was one further report from the south of a family of 4 landing fairly 

frequently in the heather on 1
st
 July (BT).  There was one breeding record from the north of an adult with 

downy young on 15
th
 August.  Autumn arrivals promised that it would be a good winter for owls.  In mid-

October large numbers of short-eared owls were reported arriving along east coast with a record day count 

of 11 at Spurn and an amazing 46 at Titchwell.  Birds arrive every year from Scandinavia, Russia and 

Iceland with numbers peaking when there is an abundance of voles and the owls produce more young; 

numbers remain high until rodent numbers crash again and owls are forced to migrate south in search of 

food.  In addition, there is a small breeding population in Scotland and some of these move south in the 

autumn.  In the first part of November northerly winds saw further large numbers of birds arriving along 

the east coast including some more short-eared owls.  In due course some of these disperse inland and there 

were reports of 4 and 3 birds hunting over Barden and Rombalds Moors on the 1
st
 and 16

th
 December. 

Barn Owl Tyto alba        025 Sightings/10 Sites 

Rare visitor but presence increasing 

This is a species which has done remarkably well nationally since 1994 with an 

amazing statistically-significant increase of 501%, albeit with the important 

caveat that the BTO does not monitor nocturnal species very successfully.  It 

was perhaps a fitting end to a very successful local year in 2010 that there was a 

very late sighting, not reported in last year’s review, of a bird on 30
th
 December 

perched on a post in daylight at the end of Hoodstorth Lane.  In fact this day-

time sighting was indicative of the terrible winter the birds were having because 

of their greater vulnerability during periods of prolonged snow cover; there 

were many reports of birds hunting in daylight, even in such places as 

supermarket car parks.  Despite the encouraging local developments last year it 

was a very bad year nationally which had started badly with BTO reporting 81 

dead (ringed) birds after the cold 2009/10 winter conditions.  Subsequently, 

adults were in such a poor condition after the winter that breeding was 

adversely affected in 2010 and, despite the good weather in the summer, mean brood sizes were the 

smallest for a decade.  This was the experience locally, where out of Andy Jowett’s 7 occupied boxes, 

most immediately to the east of our area, 2 nests failed and the rest produced only 10 juveniles, or a 

productivity of 1.4 per nest.  If 2010 started badly, 2011 was even worse with BTO reporting 104 dead 

(ringed) birds in December 2010, so the actual death toll must have been much higher – in fact at least 50 

barn owls were found dead just in East Yorkshire.  However, after this very inauspicious start to 2011 it 

was to prove to be a record breeding season locally.  The charts show the numbers of nests and young 

produced as well as the productivity (young/nest).   They indicate that the very successful nest programme 

has built up in recent years (mainly by Andy Jowett but with the occasional nest recorded by Pete Roe) so 

that this year 10 nests produced 34 juveniles.  Although, in the past most of these nests have been outside 

and to the east of our region, this is slowly evolving.  In 2011, 2 pairs nested in our area, including one in 
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the Burley area
31

: there was also a nest immediately to the south which produced 5 infertile eggs.  All these 

changes are manifesting themselves in more local sightings.  At the start of the year there were two 

sightings at Denton, there was a pair at Menston in March (although they subsequently moved on), 3 

hunting in Weeton (mid-March), a bird stunned in Ilkley when it flew into an Ilkley window was released 

the following day (April), regular sightings in the Clifton area and a bird in the Washburn (July). 

Tawny Owl Strix aluco        082 Sightings/37 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

Records are received from across the region but are far more numerous from the south than the north: 

typically there are records from ~ 27 sites in the south and ~ 10 sites in the north.  A significant proportion 

of the records are of birds heard.  Records from the north were spread thinly throughout the region; records 

from Grimwith are very rare and there were none again this year.  In the south ~40% of records were from 

the Washburn with one regular Washburn watcher reporting an unusually high number of 9 birds between 

January and May.  Elsewhere, the species can be seen (or more usually heard) right across the region.  

Many people are only too happy to record birds heard from their beds calling in the night, often quite near 

at hand but also with the occasional garden sighting.  A primary measure of the success of the breeding 

season is the number of nests recorded and on that basis, and although it compares poorly with last year, it 

must count as a rather average year although there were reports that birds had failed to nest at traditional 

sites such as Middleton Woods and Nell Bank.  The diagrams show the number of nests located by the 

three local ringers and the young they produced and also annual productivity, ie young/nest.  The diagrams 

highlight the fact that, in general, productivity is remarkably consistent compare with the much bigger 

variation in the number of nests.  Good numbers of nests tends to correspond to years when there are good 

numbers of voles. 

Long-eared Owl Asio otus       027 Sightings/10 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant. 

We are singularly blessed by the number of long-eared owls and ringed young recorded in our region, due 

to the efforts of our local ringers, especially Andy Jowett, so that it is easy to overlook the fact that the 

number of young ringed nationally is remarkably small.  The breeding cycle of owls is affected by the 

availability of small mammals but this species has a further problem in that it uses open nests; it is 

                                                      
31  At the end of the year comes news of a further pair nesting in the Washburn in 2011, although there are no details of breeding. 
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therefore more vulnerable than other species to adverse weather during critical times of the breeding cycle 

as can be seen in the nest records in recent years. The diagrams show the equivalent figures for the long-

eared owl.  The charts show that there have been three poor seasons with very low productivity – and 

reinforce the earlier comment that the species is far more affected by adverse weather during the breeding 

season than the tawny owl.  In 2006 egg-laying was delayed until April because of the shortage of small 

mammals and this was followed by torrential rain in mid-May which led to the abandonment of some nests.  

There was the same combination in 2009 in the worst of recent breeding years, when chicks were hit by 

torrential rain just after they had hatched.  In 2011 it appears that birds at some sites were adversely 

affected by high winds at a critical time.  The local ringers are quite convinced that the species is more 

common than we realise – it’s just that this species is very difficult to track down; there was support for this 

view this year.  Most of the records are from the east of the region with birds also present on Rombalds 

Moor.  However, this year, not only was there a rare sighting from the north with a bird seen hunting in 

Greenfield in mid-June (GL*), but this year’s search for nightjars uncovered two further breeding sites in 

the west of our region (BT, J&FTo). 

Little Owl Athene noctua       042 Sightings/23 Sites 

Locally common breeding resident: population stable. 

The BTO population figures show that the species has declined by 29% since 

1994 but didn’t register any change between 2009 and 2010: this did not match 

our own experiences as can be seen from the chart in the introduction which 

shows the number of sites where the species was recorded in recent years in the 

north and south of our area.  This highlights a dramatic fall in the presence of 

this species in the north.  The south, by comparison appears little affected, 

although this is not the whole story.  There were some puzzling features in the 

south in 2010 with the species absent from some of its usual haunts but 

recorded at sites where it has not been seen for a long time – the species is 

notoriously sedentary in its habits with a small home range, but could some 

have moved south to escape the cold?  Although the situation in the south 

appeared more normal this year the number of sightings was somewhat down 

compared with 2010 and there were several comments that suggested all was not well.  A regular 

Washburn watcher (PBR) reported that, unusually, they had had only one sighting during the year, whilst a 

regular watcher in Haverah Park (JP) said this was the first year they could remember that he had not seen 

the species there.  Elsewhere, a juvenile was seen at a standard site on Coney Warren in June but was not 

seen again there despite regular checks (J&FTo).  The species is thinly spread across the region with 20% 

of sightings from the Washburn and 15% at the well-watched Otley.  Apart from the juvenile already 

mentioned, the only other evidence of breeding in our area was of a failed nesting attempt at Timble where 

2 eggs were deserted, although there was a record of two flying young on 21
st
 June on the south side of 

Rombalds Moor.  The shortage of sightings did not prevent two members reporting sightings from their 

houses – in Otley and in an adjacent field in Askwith.  In conclusion, the two cold winters appear to have 

caused quite a shake-up in our local population and it is likely to be a little time before we see any settling 

down of the situation and, possibly, get a better insight into what may have happened in the past couple of 

years. 

European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus     012 Sightings/05 Sites 

Scarce passage migrant – bred in area for several years running. 

Has there ever been a year like it in our area?  Birds had returned to Timble in 2002 and raised two young 

and had continued to nest there until 2006, although eggs or young were predated on a number of 

occasions.  They were last recorded there in 2007, although they may not have bred then.  During this 

period, Society members had got used to their Tuesday evening walk on the summer programme, well 

protected against the hoards of fearsome midges, to listen for churring and catch the occasional glimpse of 

a bird.  After 2007 there was only a single brief record from the Washburn, in 2010, although birds were 

recorded at a site further up Wharfedale that year.  Now, in 2011, there were records from three sites in the 

Washburn (AJ) with a male ringed at one site, a pair ringed at another, whilst at the third site 2 males and a 

female were seen and the female ringed: there were no records of breeding.  At the site further up 

Wharfedale 2 birds were again recorded at the 2010 site (BT), whilst there was a report that keepers on the 

Bolton Abbey Estate had heard churring, although searches there were subsequently to prove fruitless.  Not 
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to be outdone, there was also a record of a churring bird in Airedale (BOG).  Perhaps we should take heart 

from other parts of Yorkshire where the clearance of trees planted between the wars and the creation of 

suitable newly-planted areas of woodland along with better protection of surviving heathlands has led to a 

quadrupling of numbers over the past forty years with a survey of the North Yorkshire Moors showing 500 

pairs present there this year.  In South Yorkshire birds were seen on Thorne and Hatfield Moors, whilst 

there was an unusual record from Barnsley where an early visitor to a Tesco’s store heard a bird churring 

from a nearby patch of waste land: it was to stay there for 5 days, sometimes seen perched on a wooden 

pallet and sometimes flying up and perching on street lamps! But to return to the original question about 

whether 2011 was our best year ever?  Care must be taken interpreting the limited information we have 

from the early days, especially since this is a challenging species to track down.  There were records right 

from the first Review in 1946 but the most interesting year was 1957 when a BTO survey found pairs at 

three sites but not, it was reported, from Burley Moor; two nests were found, although one failed.  Over the 

years records were received from a number of locations around Wharfedale and Washburn, often from 

Barden and once (1974) from Upper Wharfedale.  However, there were a number of years when there were 

no records and by the 1970s records were becoming scarcer and a detailed check of all known sites in June 

and July, 1974 produced no sightings.  This was a start of a barren period, which was to last until 1997 with 

only one sighting in the intermediate years.  So, we must conclude that, apart from no firm evidence of 

breeding, this was probably our best year ever in our area.  Finally, there was a bright outcome to this year 

when during the investigation of possible nightjar sites, 3 more breeding long-eared owls were discovered. 

Swift Apus apus (C) 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population in decline. 

The species is recorded throughout Wharfedale although it is uncommon at Grimwith (and there were no 

records from there this year); numbers are often not recorded and sightings are primarily reported in the 

periods shortly after its arrival and immediately before its departure.  The arrival date of 29
th
 April seemed 

particularly late this year (after sightings between 15
th
 and 18

th
 between 2005 and 2008, and the 23

rd
 last 

year).  Sightings built up rapidly thereafter in the first week of May with the first count in double figures 

on the 5
th
 over Burley.  It remains to be seen if this late arrival has affected the breeding season.  The 

prolonged dry spell meant that nature was 2 weeks ahead of normal and there was a report on the 21
st
 that 

cuckoos, swallows and swifts were having to cope with some of their food sources already having finished 

their season.  The BTO survey reports that the swift population has fallen by 32% between 1994 and 2009.  

However, local sightings over Burley gardens highlighted the difficulties in estimating numbers of this 

species.  One member reported a poor year; two others reported a good year with numbers in excess of 20.  

The peak count this summer was 30 over Addingham.  The swift’s season is a short one and the BTO 

Birdtrack reported on 12
th
 August that birds had been streaming out of the country for 3 weeks.  Locally, 

sightings started building up in the first week of August with a last sighting over Otley on the 18
th
.  This 

was not quite the last we heard of this species since BirdGuides reported a bird over Otley on 19
th
 

November (and there was one later report over Cornwall on the 25
th
).  However, there were also reports of 

pallid swifts in the country at the same time so what was actually seen must remain a mystery! 

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis       081 Sightings/25 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident along suitable rivers and lagoons: population probably stable 

This is clearly a species which was particularly badly affected by the bad winter: the BTO BBS survey 

shows some fall off in numbers since 1994 but a statistically significant 39% reduction in the UK between 

2009 and 2010 with numbers in England at their lowest level since 1994.  The situation locally continues to 

confuse.  The chart in the introduction shows the number of sites where the species was recorded in recent 

years in the north and south of our area.  This suggests 2009 was an especially bad year in the north but 

that there has been some recovery since then.  This is by no means the whole story since there was a very 

strange schedule of sightings in 2010.  The earliest northern sighting was June 8
th

 which was followed by 

several other sightings in that month: in the south sightings were distributed more normally across the year 

but there was a remarkably high number of sightings in June.  I reported last year that the confusing 

situation had been reported elsewhere in Yorkshire in 2010 with 7 birds seen fishing in the sea at the end of 

Filey Brig during January, that sightings in East Yorkshire had been few and far between in the spring and 

early summer, and that a birder who runs local birdwatching courses and knows the area well knew of only 

one breeding pair in the region.  Having set the scene, what do we make of 2011 in our area?  In the north, 

in the past there would typically be records from around 10 sites: this year there were 7.  The majority of 
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northern sightings (70%) were over a stretch between Hebden through Linton to Grassington and 

Ghaistrill’s Strid between April and November.  There was a family of 5 at Hebden on 7
th
 June, an adult 

with a possible juvenile at Linton sewage works on 11
th
 July, whilst an observer at Ghaistrill’s Strid 

thought the bird’s behaviour suggested it might be breeding nearby.  Elsewhere birds were recorded at 

Buckden, Starbotton, Conistone and upstream of Barden Bridge (which may well be the birds that nest 

near the aqueduct).  The south was probably less affected by the cold winters, although there was a report 

that birds were not nesting at their usual site opposite Ben Rhydding gravel pits.  The majority of the 

southern records are from the river between Pool and Ben Rhydding (around 45%) and from the river 

through the Bolton Abbey Estate (35%).  It was reported to be a poor year in the Washburn (with only 

three sightings) – of birds seen along the stream which runs up from Swinsty to Wyrda and above Lindley 

Wood in January, and at Leathley in July.  There were also few records between Ben Rhydding and Strid 

Wood – only two in fact from Ilkley tennis club and from Low Mill (Addingham), both in August.  The 

most unusual sighting of the year was of two birds at the top end of Lower Barden Reservoir early in 

September (J&FTo).  The first indications of breeding was of a bird carrying food along the river in Otley 

on 3
rd

 May; juveniles were recorded near Strid Wood aqueduct on 17
th
 May and 5 young were ringed the 

following day at Otley.  On balance, it would seem there probably have been losses in our area but that the 

situation is rather better than might have been expected. 

Green Woodpecker Picus viridis      093 Sightings/42 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

The species is well recorded throughout the area (usually at between 40 and 

45 sites each year and with sites again evenly divided between north and 

south).  In the north many of the records were from the well-watched 

Grassington area and with occasional sightings from Littondale and the top 

of the Dale: there were no records from Grimwith. Other records were from 

Skyreholme, Burnsall, Kilnsey and Conistone. Most records were of single 

birds with one record of 3 birds heard between Cray and Yockenthwaite, 

and three of 2 birds around the Grass Wood complex and at Long Ashes.  In 

the south the most reliable areas to see (or more likely hear) the species are 

in the Washburn and around Strid Wood (and especially the back road).  

The only records of 3 birds were in these two regions, and on Draughton 

Heights. Elsewhere, records were sparse and from Gallows Hill, Brickhouse Farm (Otley), Sun Lane, 

Ilkley and Addingham Moorside. The only record of a juvenile was at Lindley Wood in late July.  There 

were no records of birds visiting gardens; one was heard nearby across the river at Otley whilst a bird I 

heard at my home in June calling from the direction of the moor was the first such record. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major    187 Sightings/62 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

This is a species that is doing well in England with a 120% population increase between 1994 and 2009.  

Locally, the species is well recorded throughout the area (typically at between 55 and 60 sites, c.f. 45-50 

for the previous species).  It is fairly common to common throughout the more wooded parts of the area 

but more abundant in the south (with 80% of sightings from there): it is usually seen in ones and twos.  

There were a lot of garden records spread throughout the region.  In the north there were regular reports 

from Grass Wood and around Grassington, several records from Langstrothdale, slightly fewer from 

Littondale and none from Grimwith.  In the south a significant number of records are from the Washburn 

(~40% of southern sightings).  Peak counts of birds seen and/or heard were 7 in Stainburn Forest (late 

March), and 5 between Lindley Wood and Swinsty (April) and at Farnley Lake (May), and in a Strid Wood 

Walk (September).  An adult was seen feeding 4 juveniles on 19
th
 May and, the next day, a bird was 

recorded carrying food at Low Greenfield, with the latest record of young being of 5 on a feeder at a 

Menston farm on 7
th
 August.  The species is a regular visitor to members’ gardens, seen in around 50% of 

reporting gardens (ie 18) with 8 of those seeing juveniles being brought into the garden over a fairly 

narrow period between 11
th
 June and 2

nd
 July. 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus minor    003 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident: population possibly in decline. 

Luck figures large in finding this species and it is clearly in steady decline in our region with the number of 

sites where it is recorded dropping from 10 in my first year as recorder in 2003 to only 2 or 3 since 2009. 
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Long searches around Farnley Lake and in Middleton Woods by one of our members failed to find any 

evidence of the species.  Having said that they can turn up unexpectedly at unlikely places, so there are 

obviously more around than we realise – it’s just that they’re a real challenge to find!  The year started well 

with a very rare garden record when a male came into a Burley garden on 1
st
 January (PBR), fed briefly, 

but was only present for a couple of minutes.  The next sighting was equally unexpected when a bird was 

seen near the red gate at Timble Ings on 8
th
 February (via AJ), the first time I can recall a sighting in the 

woods there since I’ve been recorder.  The one place that still turns the species up, almost regularly, is 

Strid Wood although sightings have been widely dispersed around that area.  One was seen and 

photographed on 1
st
 November on the western path alongside the river near the turning for the hide (BOG). 

Skylark Alauda arvensis       055 Sightings/34 Sites 

Common breeding resident: national population decline but probably holding own in area. 

The species occurs throughout the region but is more widespread, and 

generally recorded in larger numbers, in the north than the south: records 

were slightly down this year.  The first sightings were at Scargill on 31
st
 

January and, in the north, from Arncliffe Cote on 8
th
 February.  The latter 

sighting was very different from 2010 when the first northern record was not 

until 31
st
 March, 11 weeks after the first record from the south.  In the north 

they were reported to be plentiful between Lea Green and Conistone.  There 

were good counts of birds singing and holding territories along Cote Gill and 

up to Lineseed Head (near Arncliffe Cote) (17), on a walk from Kettlewell 

and on the summit of Great Whernside (16), a high density reported on 

Hunter’s Sleets at the top of Coverdale (9), along Mastiles Lane (8) and up at Oughtershaw (6).  In the 

south most records were on the moors around Ilkley, and especially from Hawksworth Moor with a peak 

12; the only other high counts were 12 on Stainburn Moor and 6 on Ilkley moor at the top of Spicey Gill.  

Records from the Washburn were sparse.  The only breeding record was of a bird on a nest on Grassington 

Mire.  The last record was from Hawksworth Moor on 31
st
 August. 

Sand Martin Riparia riparia       094 Sightings/33 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population fluctuates. 

Nesting colonies of this species can be found throughout much of the region with small numbers of birds 

feeding anywhere along the river.  The most northerly colony record was ~25 at Birks Wood, although 

there were also records of birds at Cray and Oughtershaw, where they were reported feeding over the beck.  

Elsewhere in the north there were colonies all along the river from Barden Bridge and up the Skirfare to 

Hesleden.  These varied in size from ~140 nests in two colonies above Barden Bridge and ~60 downstream 

of Arncliffe to a number with 10 or fewer nests at Linton Church, Grassington, Conistone; in Littondale, at 

Skirfare Bridge, upstream of Arncliffe and at Hesleden.  In the south the largest colony is along the river 

near Otley where 114 nests were counted with all producing young in the first brood and 60% in the 

second: there were also colonies along the Wharfe reported at Castley, Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits, Ilkley 

tennis club and Bolton Abbey.  The records from the Washburn were interesting since there are usually 

few sightings from here and nesting records are rare.  However, with water levels low, birds were able to 

breed in exposed banks at the top ends of both Lindley Wood and Fewston with around 30 nests at each: 

they probably last nested here in the dry spring in the mid-90s (PBR).  Re-trapped birds help us to 

understand the complexities of bird migration.  A 3-year old sand martin caught at Wharfedale Grange 

Farm, Harewood on 26
th
 July (AJ) was recovered in Cayeux-sur-Mer, Somme, France on 8

th
 August, ie it 

had travelled 290 miles in the 13 days after it was ringed. 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica (C) 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline. 

This species appears to be well distributed throughout the area, mainly in rural areas wherever suitable 

nesting sites exist.  Most counts during the season are of small numbers but larger figures are recorded at 

the end of the season.  There were highish counts of ~100 over Hebden Beck on 18
th
 August and 56 over 

Grimwith on the 23
rd

 which appeared to comprise small groups going through, flying very low and all 

heading east.  Later, there was a gathering of 100+ at Home Farm near Barden Bridge on 3
rd

 September 

which showed just what is expected of young birds.  Whilst the adults milled around waiting for a decision 

to go, there was a row of recently fledged young, gapes still showing, pleading to be fed – and yet any day 

they will have to set off on a journey of thousands of miles!  The last sighting was over High Royds, 
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Menston on 11
th
 October.  There was a warning in May that the prolonged dry spell meant that nature was 

2 weeks ahead of normal and that cuckoos, swallows and swifts were having to cope with some of their 

food sources already having finished their season.  However, 53 nests produced 169 young, ie 3.2 per nest, 

which is fairly typical of recent years, although below the highest recent figure of 4.3 in 2009. 

House Martin Delichon urbica       069 Sightings/33 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline. 

This species is recorded throughout the area.  In the north there were sightings from a number of the 

villages, especially in Littondale, although numbers were always in single figures; as usual, there were no 

sightings from Grimwith.  There was an encouraging record from an Oughtershaw member that there were 

a lot of birds around and that birds had nested on their house for the first time.  There was also a positive 

message from an Addingham member that they had never seen so many birds over the village with 80+ on 

22
nd

 August and 60+ over the golf course on the 24
th
; there was also a peak of 12+ over their house during 

the summer.  The season finished with an impressive flypast of ~100 seen from Barden hawking for insects 

over the valley.  A local ringer, Pete Roe, was delighted with the very good breeding records from the old 

High Royds buildings where 36 nests each produced two broods. 

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis       94 Sightings/52 Sites 

Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population in decline nationally but probably holding 

up locally. 

The species is well represented on moors throughout the region but is rather more widespread in the north.  

Most birds move off the high ground in the winter; many remain in the lowland regions of the UK, 

although large numbers winter in southern Europe in Iberia.  Although the odd bird may remain on our 

moors throughout the winter there were no records at the start of the year with the first record from 

Grimwith on 13
th
 March.  Large counts at the start of the season included 22 at Dib Scar (March), 17 

between Mossy Moor and Yarnbury and 57 on Foxup Moor (April) in the north: the largest counts in the 

south were 50 on Hawksworth Moor, 22 on Ilkley Moor and 18 at Stainburn (March), and 39 on Rocking 

Hall Moor (April).  During the breeding season there were 34 at Arncliffe Cote and 32 at Oughtershaw 

(June) and 50 on telephone wires at Snowden Moor, all in July.  There were wide-ranging records of 

breeding (more often of birds carrying food).  The first indication of breeding was an adult carrying food at 

Grimwith on 1
st
 June with juveniles recorded on the slopes of Plover Hill on the 27

th
.  The largest counts of 

the year occurred during post-breeding and prior to migration, particularly in the south, with 132 on 

Beamsley Beacon on 24
th
 August and 182 on Rocking Hall Moor on the 30

th
.  In the north there were 40 at 

Grimwith on the 23
rd

, 25+ on Old Cote Moor on 1
st
 September and 36 at Lea Green on the 24

th
.  As a result 

of the warm autumn there were a number of late records, usually of 2 to 4 birds, from Barden Moor and 

Grimwith on 30
th
 October, Hebden Beck on the 6

th
 November and Hazelwood Moor on 17

th
 December. 

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis       052 Sightings/18 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing. 

Unlike its close relative, the meadow pipit, this species is a long-range migrant (to Africa) and has suffered 

a steeper decline in the past 20 years.  This is a species that is rather more common and widespread in the 

north than the south, although there were some good counts within a narrow area of the Washburn: if 

anything, this difference between north and south may be widening.  In the north there are two main 

centres.  Firstly, in Grass Wood (3+ birds) and Bastow Wood (where there was an early record of 4-6 in 

Bastow, although later records tended to be of up to 3): Secondly, there were widespread records from the 

top end of the Dale including Starbotton (1), Birks Fell (1), Hubberholme (3), Yockenthwaite (8), 

Oughtershaw (1) and Greenfield (1+).  Single birds were also recorded at Litton and Scargill House.  In the 

south, sightings are concentrated in a band across from Timble Ings to Stainburn.  Here peak counts were 

Timble (5), John O’Gaunts (5) and Norwood Edge (7)
32

, Folly Hall (1) as well as good numbers of 

breeding birds at Stainburn.  The only other sightings were of a breeding pair on the Chevin, and a bird in 

the White Wells area on Ilkley Moor on 11
th
 May and 6

th
 June.  There were several records of breeding; 

adults were seen carrying food: in Bastow Wood on 27
th
 May, in Stainburn Forest on 3

rd
 June (with 4 birds 

carrying food), and on the Chevin on the 29
th
, whilst 2 juveniles were seen at Stainburn on the 25

th
. 

                                                      
32  However, both the John O’Gaunts and Norwood Edge records were both probably of passage birds.  There were no more 
records from Haverah Park whilst the observer at Norwood Edge reported they had never seen them there before. 
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Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava       015 Sightings/10 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: just about holding on despite significant decline over recent 

decades. 

This is one of those species which has suffered a ‘double whammy’ over the last 40 years firstly with the 

changes in farming practices affecting their breeding environment, and now the growing impact of climate 

change: the species has declined by 55% since 1994.  This year followed last year’s pattern of only passage 

birds being seen in the south with sightings at Arthington Hall (late April) and Coney Warren amongst a 

large flock of 20-30 pied wagtails moving through (early September).  If there is any comfort in the 

situation in the north it is that records were received from 7 sites in Littondale (as well as being recorded 

twice near Kettlewell).  However, this is more than offset by the smallness of the numbers with most 

records being of single birds with 2 birds at only 2 of the sites.  There were no breeding records. 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea      059 Sightings/32 Sites 

Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population probably increasing. 

I reported last year that sightings and sites were both down by ~20% on the long-term average and that the 

local ringer, Pete Roe, reckoned the species had suffered serious losses with birds missing from a number 

of traditional nesting spots.  Now this was confirmed by the latest BTO BBS survey which showed that this 

was one of the species which had suffered statistically-significant reductions between 2009 and 2010 

namely, in this case, 21% across the UK 
33

.  The chart in the introduction shows the number of sites where 

the species was recorded in recent years in the north and south of our area: this shows a small but distinct 

reduction in the species’ presence since 2008.  Sightings are generally rare in the first two months and the 

first records this year were from Conistone on 22
nd

 February and the 23
rd

 in Strid Wood, rather earlier than 

the 13
th
 March last year: they were reported to be distinctly uncommon in the Washburn in the spring.  The 

species is widespread throughout the region with proportionately more sightings from the north.  There 

were records from all parts of the north, although there were only single sightings from Littondale and 

Grimwith.  There were good numbers of records both from the Grassington area and from the top of the 

Dale: all the records were of 1 or 2 birds.  In the south most of the sightings are in the vicinity of the 

Wharfe with occasional records from the Washburn (Low Snowden, John O’Gaunts, Fewston, Low Dam 

and Hoodstorth).  There were 2 pairs in Strid Wood and 3 pairs between the top of Fewston and Thruscross 

dam.  There were a number of breeding records with the first being of a bird feeding young on 19
th
 May 

(although there were no records from Strid Wood aqueduct, a usual breeding spot).  The last record was of 

a bird at Low Mill, Addingham on 3
rd

 November. 

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba       108 Sightings/58 Sites 

Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population possibly increasing. 

It is usually present throughout the year with some local movements in winter, although almost certainly 

not to the same extent as for the previous species.  There are usually occasional sightings in January and 

February, but not before late February in upper-Wharfedale, and with sightings building up during March.  

After last year’s cold start to the year, this year was very different with January temperatures slightly above 

average and February’s possibly roasting.  Consequently, there were early records, albeit limited in 

number, from both north and south right from the start of the year; even recognising the balmy conditions 

in February it was nevertheless surprising to find a bird at Grimwith on the 17
th
 whilst there was an 

impressive count of 12 birds between Hawkswick and Arncliffe in mid-March.  The general feeling is that 

the population of this species is in a healthy state: it is found throughout the region with records up as far 

as Greenfield with, proportionately, rather more records from the north.  I am always struck, when I go 

looking for yellow wagtails in Littondale in the early summer, how there are pied wagtails about 

everywhere (and I counted 6 at one site in early May), whilst 9 were counted along the river between 

Yockenthwaite and Buckden, also in May.  There was an even more impressive count of 25 birds on a 

Grimwith circuit on 1
st
 June.  Apart from the large numbers already mentioned, sightings during the season 

are mostly of ones and twos (and there were no high counts from the south in the first half of the year).  

There were 22 reports of breeding, a significant proportion (~20%) of all the sightings for this species, 

probably the highest proportion of breeding records for any species.  Reports of successful breeding were 

                                                      
33  This statistically significant figure applied over the whole of the UK; it was not possible to calculate separate figures for 
England and Scotland. 
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received from all along the river right up as far as Greenfield; nest building was reported on 8
th
 April with 

the first record of young being of an adult feeding them in a nest in a farm wall on 27
tht

 May and the last on 

21
st
 August.  There were a surprising number of garden records (9 or ~25%) – from Otley, Askwith, Ilkley 

(2), Addingham, Grassington, Threshfield, Kilnsey and Hawksworth.  What was interesting was that three 

of the reports commented that this was a rare garden event and, in our case, it was the first sighting since 

2007.  The largest counts of this species came during autumn movements with 20-30 at a farm on Coney 

Warren on 3
rd

 September and 50 on the 17
th
, and 50 at Thruscross on the 4

th
.  With the warm autumn it is 

perhaps not surprising that there were some late records – from Threshfield in November and December 

and from Otley on Christmas Day.  There were no reports this year on whether or not birds were coming 

into their usual winter roosts in Ilkley or Otley. 

Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus       025 Sightings/11 Sites 

Scarce winter visitor with reports in most years. 

It was a year of two halves.  As I wrote last year’s report there were still 

birds swirling around our area in good numbers and excited people were 

reporting birds in their garden
34

 – we were to have records from seven 

gardens over the 2010/11 winter, most of these after the New Year.  Earlier, 

freezing temperatures in Scandinavia early in October 2010 (after what was 

possibly a good breeding season) had brought not only massive numbers into 

Scotland with 2,700 arriving over the weekend of October 24
th
 and 25

th
, but 

many small flocks seen all along the English east coast.  Subsequently, a 

shortage of berries in our area ensured the birds were far more mobile than 

usual and records were received from sites not just throughout the south of 

Wharfedale but with several from the north.  The peak count had been 120 in Parish Ghyll Drive, Ilkley on 

3
rd

 November (compared with a peak count in 2004/5 of 180 in mid-November) with the highest count in 

the north of 30 at Threshfield on 1
st
 November.  In the New Year, there were a number of sightings of 

largish flocks during the first two months with 50 in Morrison’s Guiseley car park on 13
th
 January (and 52 

at High Royds two weeks later) and 25 at Bolton Abbey on the 14
th
.  There were 70 in Ilkley and 20 in 

Addingham on 1
st
 February and 55 in Otley on the 21

st
.  In the north, the highest count was 12 at Grimwith 

on 3
rd

 January; there were two records from Grassington and a very unusual sighting of 10 birds in Litton 

in early February.  Records started reducing in March with the last record from the area of 15 in Burley on 

the 29
th
.  This was by no means the end of the invasion.  The last local record was from near Keighley on 

the 21
st
 April with the last record from West Yorkshire being of a single bird in early May.  The last bird in 

the UK lingered on in Buckinghamshire until 20
th
 May.  The winter of 2011/12 can be easily dismissed!  In 

early November and as temperatures fell rapidly in Russia and northern Europe, northerly winds brought in 

vast numbers of birds.  There were further large numbers of winter thrushes, blackbirds and robins, more 

great grey shrikes with short eared owls and some long-eared owls arriving from Scandinavia, some large 

movements of pink-feet and the first significant influx of woodcock.  Amongst, all these were the first 

parties of waxwings, recorded in coastal gardens and certainly not in large numbers.  However, two months 

later at the end of the year, it was being reported that there was still no sign of any large-scale arrival of 

waxwings with only limited numbers of flocks being seen, mainly in the north and east.  There was the 

unsubstantiated report of birds at Skipton on the 12
th
 November – but since then, nothing! 

Dipper Cinclus cinclus        100 Sightings/37 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing. 

The BTO BBS population figures show this species has declined across the UK by 39% since 1994 but that 

birds had not been affected by the severe 2009/10 winter.  The chart in the introduction shows the number 

of sites where the species was recorded in recent years in the north and south of our area.  This is in line 

with the BTO winter figures and suggests the species was far more severely affected by the wet summers 

and high river water levels in 2007 and 2008 (primarily in the south); in these years there were far more 

sightings than usual along becks off the main river.  One feature of the chart, so far unexplained, is the 

                                                      
34  One garden sighting must stand out.  After many years, John Hobson, our Aquatic Life recorder, made his first-ever bird report 
when he had 8 waxwings in his garden on 20th February; then 27 and 39 on the following days: the 39 was to be the highest garden count 
in the area.  Apparently, they appear to have been ‘spooked’ by over-flying aircraft. 
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drop in northern sightings this year.  The species is usually reported from more sites in the north compared 

with the south, ie long-term averages of 21 and 17 respectively; this year there were sightings from only 16 

sites in the north c.f. 21 in the south.  The reason for the shortage of sites in the north is not clear: there 

were regular reports along the Grassington stretch, along the Skirfare up as far as Arncliffe and from 

Kilnsey up into the top end of the Dale.  The only negative comment being that there were ‘only’ 4 on a 

walk between Barden Bridge and Burnsall.  In the south, there were regular reports right along the river 

from Pool westwards, but a report that they were scarce in the Washburn this year (PBR), although there 

were recorded at Leathley, above Lindley Wood and Fewston, around Low Dam and above Thruscross (the 

most northerly sighting there has been in the Washburn).  There were several reports of breeding with the 

first young seen on 5
th
 May from Strid Wood aqueduct along with a report that they were feeding a second 

brood there on 7
th
 June.  In the north, there were records of young being fed at Cray and Hebden on 22

nd
 

and 23
rd

 June respectively.  The species is one of the first to remind us that winter doesn’t last for ever as 

they start singing very early.  The first was a bird in Strid Wood on 3
rd

 September with records from there, 

from Arncliffe and the Washburn in November and December and with birds around Strid Wood seen 

going through the pairing ritual in September and October.  Finally, there was some excitement to the 

south of area, and much speculation, about a possible black-bellied bird from Europe, which was seen at 

Denson Marston Nature Reserve near Shipley on 8
th

 October: the belly of British birds is edged with a 

band of chestnut coloured feathers below the white belly; the black-bellied race does not. 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes (C) 

Common breeding resident: population increasing. 

It is always difficult drawing any firm conclusions on the common birds in our area, 

the reporting of which is very variable across observers.  Last year’s report 

suggested that the species appeared to have been badly affected in Scotland but that 

in our area, whilst there were probably losses, they certainly weren’t catastrophic.  

This has broadly been born out by the BTO BBS figures for population which show 

a statistically significant fall of 40% in Scotland but only 5% in England.  Now, the 

preliminary figures from another BTO 2011 survey, the CES, suggests adult 

abundance was 30% down on the 5-year average in the summer, but that the species 

is already compensating for losses by a well-above average productivity figure last 

summer of 42% above the 5-year average.  So, locally, how might they have been 

affected by last December’s record low temperatures?   Early signs in March and April were encouraging: 

high counts included 13 between Linton Church and Lower Grass Wood, 12 between Lindley Wood and 

Folly Hall Wood and 9 at Otley
35

.  But would the species pass the acid test?  ‘What about Grimwith?’  

There was a record of one singing in early April but on 1
st
 June there were 4 singing, perhaps not as many 

as one would like but enough to give one hope for the future. 

Dunnock Prunella modularis (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

This is a widespread and successful resident throughout the area.  It is rather more common in the south 

than the north and is a common garden species recorded in 24 of members’ gardens (~2/3) with 7 of these 

reporting young.  The first sign of breeding was a bird carrying nesting material on 13
th
 April with 

juveniles recorded over an extended period between 22
nd

 April and 18
th
 September. 

Robin Erithacus rubecula (C) 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/increasing. 

A familiar and much-loved resident present in good numbers throughout the area: high counts were 17 at 

OW (February) and 13 in Strid Wood and Haverah Park (September), many singing at a time of year when 

few other species are in song.  The effects of the hard 2009/10 winter on the English population was rather 

worse than for the wren with a 9% reduction c.f. 5% for the wren.  The equivalent figures from the 2011 

CES survey were a 30 % reduction in the adult population in the summer of 2011 but a 60% improvement 

in productivity compared with the 5-year average.  Identifying the juveniles of some species may 

sometimes prove a challenge to the average birder but there is no mistaking the young robin with its 

                                                      
35  For the record, on my annual BTO survey walk between Barden Bridge and Burnsall in late April/early May I counted 8 birds.  
This compares with annual counts since 2006 of 18, 18, 27, 13 and, last year, 7. 
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delightfully speckled front.  The first sign of breeding was a bird nest-building on 8
th
 April with juveniles 

recorded between 6
th
 May and 26

th
 July.  Many of the records of young were from people’s gardens. 

Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus     115 Sightings/43 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing. 

It is a welcome change to be able to report on one of our ‘special’ birds that appears to be doing well in our 

area, especially in the north: numbers of sightings and sites where the species was recorded were both up 

by 30% on the 5-year average.  The number of sites where the species is recorded in our area has been 

relatively constant over the past 3 years at between 32 and 34 sites but this year there were 43, especially 

because of an increase in the north.  Its stronghold in the south is in the Washburn where there were 

reported to be good numbers this year but, on the whole, it remains much easier to find in the north 

because it is so much more widespread.  In the north good numbers were 

found in Lower Grass, Grass and Bastow Woods (12 on 20
th
 April), in 

Cross Wood north of Kettlewell (6 pairs), and in Langstrothdale (10 at 

Yockenthwaite on 3
rd

 June): they are present throughout Littondale, right 

up to Foxup, but in much smaller numbers.  In the south, records from the 

Washburn dominate (almost 60% of southern total) with the other site 

being the Bolton Abbey Estate (over 20% of total), the latter is a popular 

one to search for this species although it is not nearly as easy to find them 

there as in the Washburn.  In the Washburn there were 13 birds in 

Norwood Bottom and 7 in Haverah Park: in the Bolton Abbey Estate peak 

counts were 4 in Strid Wood and a similar number on the back road near 

Laund House (where they are much easier to see).  Elsewhere in the south the species is rare; there were 

breeding records around Denton and sightings of passage birds at several sites.  There were a good number 

of records of breeding, with nest building reported on 25
th
 April and young seen between 13

th
 May and 3

rd
 

September (when a female was seen with 4, just flying young).  Six nest-boxes were occupied and checked 

in the Washburn: they producing 22 young with 1 nest of 6 eggs abandoned.  Although the number of nests 

was well up on previous years productivity was disappointing, ie an overall figure of 4.4 c.f. a usual figure 

which is in excess of 6. 

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra       011 Sightings/05Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population in decline. 

For those of us who took part in the recent BTO 

Atlas survey the results are awaited with great 

interest since a good number of species are 

likely to show significant changes, some good, 

others bad.  One of the saddest changes is likely 

to be that of the delightful whinchat, where 

there has been a 45% reduction in population 

since 1970.  The distribution map on the left 

shows the 1970 breeding atlas, the other is a 

provisional distribution from the 2010 atlas.  

The situation is even worse than shown since 

some of the strong populations in the uplands in 

western and northern Britain are also beginning to wane.  This year the deterioration in the local population 

continues.  Between 2005 and 2009 there were, on average ~14 sightings from ~7 sites: last year was an 

exceptional one with a lot of records of passage birds (a total of 22 sightings from 10 sites), but this year 

saw a significant fall in records compared with the long-term average.  The situation for the whinchat is the 

reverse of that for species like the yellow wagtail and ring ouzel, ie whinchat sightings in the north are now 

restricted to passage birds.  The only sighting in the north was of a worn adult male, presumed migrant, at 

Tor Dyke (Near Hunters Sleets) on 14
th
 July.  In the south there was an obvious migrant at Draughton 

Heights in late April and 2 juveniles on Stainburn Moor on 23
rd

 August (almost certainly passage birds 

since there had been no sightings there during the breeding season).  Much more encouraging was the news 

from Barden.  On the Moor and around the lower reservoir a group of 8 was seen on 11
th
 July.  Later, there 

was a pair with 2 juveniles on 5
th
 August, the same day as two groups of 9 were recorded in the same 

general area.  There was also a record of a family of 4 on Barden Fell on 2
nd

 July.  In addition, there were 
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several sightings of birds during the breeding season at Whetstone quarry, just outside the southern 

boundary of our area. 

Common Stonechat Saxicola torquata      041 Sightings/16 Sites 

Part resident/scarce breeder/passage/winter visitor: population increasing (until last 2 years!). 

A succession of warm winters in recent years had led to a significant rise in 

population but this was thrown sharply into reverse in the 2009/2010 winter 

with BTO BBS figures for population showing a statistically significant fall 

of 50% in England (and even worse in Scotland where the fall was 77%).  

The chart in the introduction shows the number of sites where the species 

was recorded in recent years in the north and south of our area and is in line 

with the BTO figure, ie there was a massive contraction in 2010.  If there is 

any encouragement to be derived from this figure it is that the population in 

the south is already beginning to show signs of recovery and this was born 

out by observers on the ground who reported the species was scarce but not 

as impossible to find as it had been last year.  Unfortunately, there has been 

no such start to the recovery yet in the north and sightings there remain at a 

very low level.  The three sightings in the north were from Grimwith (2) 

including a family party on 10
th
 July, and on the escarpment above 

Hubberholme where 3 birds were seen on 25
th
 May.  Sightings in the south came from three general areas, 

the Washburn (7 sites and 20 % of southern sightings), the moors around Ilkley (5 sites and 36%) and the 

Barden Moor (1 site and 15%).  The Washburn sites included Snowden Moor, below Swinsty dam, 

Stainburn Moor, John O’Gaunts, Blubberhouses Moor, Low Dam and Thruscross: the Ilkley sites were 

Ilkley and Burley Moors, Whetstone Gate and March Ghyll.  There were also a significant number of 

records from the well-observed Whetstone allotments just outside the southern boundary.  Breeding was 

recorded at five southern sites as well as on Whetstone allotments. 

Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe       135 Sightings/57 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

It was a good year for records and for the number of sites where the species was recorded (both up by 

20%).  In other respects it was a typical year with sightings received from right across Wharfedale moors 

with significantly more (2/3 of the total) from the north.  This species typically returns to our area 

sometime in the last 10 days of March: there was a single bird at Whetstone Gate on the 20
th
 with an 

impressive 10 birds recorded in the Conistone area on the 25
th
.  However, again typically, there was one 

record of an early bird on Lea Green on the 7
th
.  As usual records from Hebden Beck are good indicators of 

the rate at which new birds are arriving.  There were 8 males and 3 females there on the 3
rd

 April which 

had risen to 20+ by the 9
th
 which was, once again, the highest count of the season.  Elsewhere, there were 

17 along Cote Gill to Lineseed Head (near Arncliffe Cote) in early June and 13 on a walk up great 

Whernside from Kettlewell in May, as well as several other northern records in double figures.  In the 

south, the only record in double figures was of 14 from Nab End at Addingham Moorside on 19
th
 April.  

The breeding season is always something of a rush job and there is little time for extended courtship.   The 

breeding season started with a record of a female carrying nesting material on 7
th
 May with young seen in 

Hebden Beck on the 19
th
.  The last breeding record was of a pair with a juvenile at Grimwith on 9

th
 August.  

The autumn migration tends to drag on and there were late records of a bird at Grimwith in the north on 

14
th
 October and from Barden Fell and Nab End on Addingham Moorside on 15

th
 and 25

th
 respectively. 

Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus       013 Sightings/12 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population declining. 

We passed another milestone this year in the tragic decline in this species in our region when there were no 

records from a favoured and well-visited site in the north at which a well-known research study was carried 

out some years ago by Ian Appleyard over a 15 year period from around 1980.  Peak statistics from the 

study will depress readers – 24 pairs in 1988 and a maximum density of 7 nests in one area of 0.5km
2
.  

There has been much speculation on the reasons for the decline and whether it is due to problems of 

breeding or on wintering grounds in northern Africa.  A study has been going on in Glen Clunie in NE 

Scotland since 1998 with numbers there falling from 39 pairs at the start to 13 in 2009.  The study has 

shown that a significant factor for this decline is the poor survival rate of the young in their first year: 

around 2/3 of deaths occur in the first five weeks after they have left the nest.  Nestlings with a better body 
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condition and greater weight show improved survival rates, implying food supply on the breeding grounds 

may be a crucial factor.  During the coming year researchers will provide supplementary food to half of the 

nestlings and the survival rates of these and the unfed ones will be monitored using radio transmitters.  

More evidence emerged that it is not just in our area that we struggle to find this bird when BTO reported 

that since their nest record scheme had started they had been monitoring fewer than 100 nests/annum.  In 

our area there were records from 12 sites compared with the five-year average of 10.  However, it is all too 

easy to dismiss quite a high proportion of these as probably of passage birds (although it is interesting that 

one of these involved an impressive count of 5 birds). Amongst all this gloom, the only sign of 

encouragement was of one northern site which appeared to have two pairs.  I had thought I saw three birds 

there on 10th April but there was a later report of 2 birds singing there on 2
nd

 May (JP)  Possible pairs were 

recorded at two other sites in the north (GF&AP, E&PS).  There were also reports of a pair just outside the 

eastern boundary in the north and I saw a male and female there on different occasions. 

Blackbird Turdus merula (C) 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing. 

It remains a common and widespread breeding bird across the whole area; it is present throughout the year, 

with winter numbers being enhanced by the influx of continental migrants.  In our area large counts can be 

made in most parts of the area with the larger counts in the south; in the first half of the year there were 16 

or 17 during a circuit of Otley and in an Otley garden (January), Middleton Woods (March) and Gallows 

Hill (June).  There were suggestions that this might have been one of the species put at severe risk because 

of the dry spring, which had forced its diet of worms too far underground.  There were reports of 

significant changes of behaviour as adults struggled to survive including eating their own chicks, tadpoles 

and young slow worms – even baby mice snatched from nests.  Gardeners reported higher numbers of 

blackbirds attempting to feed on their lawns after they had been watered, bringing worms to the surface.  

BTO reported the average weight of blackbirds had fallen from 130g to 90g and that in parts of the country 

such as East Anglia, SE and SW, which had been particularly hard hit by the drought, birds that would 

normally have already raised one or two broods had not managed any by mid-June.  If there were breeding 

problems in the drier parts of the country, this certainly did not apply in our area where there was the usual 

crop of records, especially in gardens.  The first sign of breeding season was of an adult carrying food on 

2
nd

 April with the first young on 22
nd

 April and the last record of young on 3
rd

 August.  A sad spring-time 

event in a Burley garden highlighted that predation is a never-ending fear during the breeding season.  Two 

members watched three nearly fledged blackbirds pulled from their nest by a magpie and thrown on the 

floor.  The magpie then took them back to its nest one by one.  The behaviour of the blackbird parents was 

interesting.  They had put up a fight (indeed on previous days had been dive-bombing the magpie to try and 

keep it away) and clearly saw what happened, but stayed around for several hours afterwards (particularly 

the female) seemingly confused.  Garden records often show that the species becomes much less evident 

from the late summer but then bursts into activity from late November, presumably corresponding with the 

appearance of large numbers of first year birds (with black-bills).  We saw the first signs of that this year 

with an impressive 32 at Otley on 29
th
 October on berry bushes, which was the highest count of the year. 

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris       97 Sightings/49 Sites 

Common winter/passage visitor. 

The species is well reported throughout the region, although there tend to be rather fewer records from the 

north (possibly reflecting the lower density of watchers there as much as anything).  In the north, and in the 

first half of the year, there were several sightings of ~50 birds in the first two months with the usual large 

pre-departure flocks especially around Hebden where there were ~220 in early April and with the last 

sighting in our area from there on the 6
th
.  The south followed a similar pattern with similar sized flock 

sizes early in the year apart from 160 on Barden Fell at the end of January.  The highest end-of-winter 

flocks were 300 at Barden on 1
st
 March, 200+ coming into roost in Timble on the 13

th
 and 160 Haverah 

Park on the 27
th
.  The autumn started in grand style with BOG VisMig observers to the south of our region 

reporting ‘wave after wave of biblical proportions’ sweeping through the region on the 13
th
 October.  The 

Oxenhope view-point reported over 17,000 winter thrushes (70% Fieldfare) with a further 8,000 over south 

Bradford.  Subsequently, there were some large counts in October, primarily in the south with 245 over 

Draughton on the 13
th
, 300 over Askwith on the 20

th
 and 500 over Barden Moor on the 22

nd
; the highest 

counts in the north were over Grimwith with ~70 on the 14
th
 and ~100 at Grassington on the 28

th
.  

Subsequently, there were still some good counts but, overall, there seemed to be fewer birds around (with a 
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report that there were no more sightings from Otley after mid-December).  Peak counts were 200 at 

Hubberholme in mid-November and a similar number at Otley in December.  The number of sightings in 

gardens couldn’t match the record levels in 2009/10 (16 gardens) but were nevertheless from a very 

respectable nine gardens, albeit mainly at the end of 2010 rather than the warmer early months of 2011.  

These figures compare with the 3 gardens in 2007/8 and 2008/9. 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos      086 Sightings/41 Sites 

Common breeding visitor: population still apparently increasing. 

There were extensive sightings throughout the region (albeit with only a single record from Littondale this 

year): most sightings of 1 or 2 birds, although walks in Norwood Bottom and Middleton Woods reported 4 

and 3 respectively.  A bird was reported on eggs in an Addingham garden on 17
th
 April with a bird seen 

carrying food at Gallows Hill on 1
st
 May: young were reported between 14

th
 May and 23

rd
 August.  The 

species was reported in about half of members’ gardens with a record from a Grassington garden 

describing a November sighting as rare. 

Redwing Turdus iliacus        074 Sightings/29 Sites 

Common winter/passage visitor. 

This species is usually recorded throughout the region although 

sightings are rarer in the north; it is seen at rather fewer sites than the 

fieldfare (typically ~35 c.f. ~50).  In 2010 there were no records from 

the north at the start of the year; rather surprisingly there were only four 

this year, all of single figures, in January (2), February and April.  This 

species is more likely than fieldfares to break up into smaller groups or 

singletons and the highest count at the start of the year in the south was 

only 50+ at Intake Farm, and High Royds, both in Menston with a peak 

pre-departure flock of 100+, also at High Royds, in mid-March.  There 

was an unusually late record of a single bird in Timble on 25
th
 April.  

The autumn arrival started a little earlier than for fieldfare with the first heard high overhead in the calm 

and blackness of pre sunrise first light at the Thornton Moor watch-point on 27
th
 September.  The arrival 

on 13
th
 October has already been reported (under fieldfare), but there was a further, phenomenal 29,000 

Redwing at Caldene Fields the following day with reports on BOG that sizable flocks of feeding birds were 

beginning to appear at many locations.  In the south of our area, there were 75 over Draughton Heights and 

87 feeding along the old railway line in Otley, both on the 13
th
 and 100+ over Addingham on the 14

th
.  

Subsequently, there seemed rather a shortage of records with an Addingham member commenting that they 

had seen no large flocks this year; in fact there were several sightings of double-figure flocks during the 

rest of the year with the highest count, 80, at Fewston on the last day of the year.  There was a strange 

situation in the north with 5 sightings between 7
th
 and 22

nd
 October, the largest of 9 birds – and then 

nothing for the rest of the year! 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus      083 Sightings/48 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing. 

The species is widespread throughout the region (even Grimwith again managed one record in February – 

after none in 2009): it appears to be doing well.  It is usually recorded in ones and twos and easily observed 

virtually throughout the year, although does become rather more elusive when moulting in summer.  There 

is some migration in the autumn with flocks of adults and juveniles forming in July and starting to move 

south.  We rarely see this in our area.  However, and unusually, we had a record of it for the second year 

running.  Last year there was a sighting of 50 over an Askwith house on 14
th
 August.  This year there was a 

record of 80+ on the 24
th
 in the Laund house area when birds kept coming into holly and oak in groups 

(J&FTo).  The observers reported it was the first time they had observed it and, also, that there may well 

have been even more.  There were significantly fewer garden records (8 gardens) reported than for song 

thrushes (18). 

Grasshopper Warbler Locuctella naevia)     004 Sightings/03 Sites 

Rare visitor. 

A bird was heard on Burley Moor on 23
rd

 April (GF&AP).  Subsequently, a bird was heard on the track to 

Ellercarr Pike on 17
th
 May and 15

th
 June (BOG) and there was a record from Grimwith of a bird singing on 

7
th
 July (PD&JBP) in the reeds at the western end of the dam.  The reappearance of this species in our area 

in 2006 was followed by a peak of activity the following year with records from 4 sites.  Although the 
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species hasn’t been recorded from so many sites again, it is encouraging that it has now been recorded 

from so many sites around our area with two of this year’s sites figuring several times in the past, ie it was 

heard in Timble in 2008 and 2009 and at Grimwith in 2006, 2007 and 2008.  Peak activity tends to be in 

May and June with almost 70% of records in those two months.  In the late summer, when there are 

records of the more obvious migrants sweeping out of the country in increasing numbers and whilst 

members delight with the occasional migrant appearing briefly in their gardens, skulking species like the 

grasshopper warbler rarely get a look-in, so it was interesting to hear the records from a ringing site in 

Hampshire, which trapped and ringed 267 grasshopper warblers during July alone, all but one being 

juveniles. 

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus     008 Sightings/04 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant: population stable. 

The stronghold for this species has moved in recent years from Otley to Chelker 

where 4 were singing on 18
th
 May and 6 on the 21

st
.  Their presence at Otley 

appeared to be spasmodic with only four records between 3
rd

 May and 27
th
 June 

(BOG, PP, PBR and PRo) and two people commenting that they had heard the 

song there only once; one record was of 2+ birds.  There was also one record 

from the north of a bird singing at Grimwith on 10
th
 July (GL*), a place where it 

has occasionally been recorded in the past.  There was an unusual record of a 

passage bird feeding all day in a garden in Mornington Road, Ilkley on 12
th
 

August (LGD).  Once again there were to be no records of breeding from 

anywhere in our area: the last record was in 2008. 

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus     024 Sightings/02 Sites 

Passage visitor/Scarce breeding migrant. 

Unlike the previous species BTO statistics show that this one has shown a small but statistically-significant 

population increase of 26% since 1994: one of the locations where the species is doing particularly well is 

along our canals where the planting of narrow fringe beds has seen populations grow by 48% between 1998 

and 2008.  Although there has been the occasional record from other sites, this is essentially a single-site 

species with a small colony now well established at Otley for some years.  There were numerous records 

from the reed beds between 16
th
 April and 8

th
 August with estimates on numbers ranging up to 6 or 7 in the 

reedbeds (PBR, E&PS).  A bird was seen carrying food on 24
th
 July.  Once again there was a single record 

from another site – this time of 2 birds singing at a newly established pond in the grounds of High Royds 

on 2
nd

 June (RF):  the birds were recorded over a period of a week but didn’t stay. 

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca      005 Sightings/04Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population fluctuates but currently in decline. 

I am used to reporting this as a single-site species where a single bird has been recorded, as it was this year, 

on Quarry Hill above Lindley Wood: this year it was seen and/or heard on 27
th
 April and 5

th
 May (PBR, 

E&PS).  However, this was the best year for records since I became recorder with 2 birds singing at 

Arthington Hall in late April (AJ), an unusual record from another site in the Washburn when a bird was 

heard in scrub beside Top Lane on Norwood Edge on 4
th
 May (PBR), and a bird listened to for 5 to 10 

minutes in scrub and bushes by the river at eastern end of the Burley bypass on 12
th
 May (CJC). 

Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis     014 Sightings/12 Sites 

Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

This is a species which is not common in our area but where there appears to have been some increase in 

its presence in recent years, albeit with the occasional set-back.  It is essentially a bird of the south of our 

region with the occasional records from the north – this year of a bird singing at Starbotton on 1
st
 and 17

th
 

June (GL*).  It tends to be restricted to the east of our region (apart from passage birds), although there 

was a single record of a bird singing on the back road above Strid Wood on 2
nd

 May.  Half the sightings 

were from the Washburn (Leathley, near Dob Park Bridge, and Sandwith and Stainburn Moors).  It was 

also recorded at Arthington and Knotford Nook, where there was the only breeding record of an adult with 

3 flying young on 27
th
 June (PRo).  All of the records were of single birds apart from two on Sandwith 

Moor on 23
rd

 April and two in Norwood Bottom on 22
nd

 May.  There were several records of what were 

probably passage birds – from the Whetstone Gate area in late July and early September, an Ilkley garden 

(mid-August), a second sighting for an Addingham garden (mid-September) and Fewston (also mid-

September). 



 

105 

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin       045 Sightings/22 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable. 

After last year’s impressive set of records from the north, possibly because of BTO Atlas survey work, the 

situation reverted to normal this year with sightings from a very typical total of 22 sites including an 

equally typical 4 in the north.  The majority of records from the north were from Grass Wood, but there 

were also records from the top end of the Dale from Starbotton, Birks Wood and Cray (although last year’s 

crop of records suggested that the species is much more widespread than we realised).  Most records were 

of single birds, but with two records of 2 birds in Grass Wood: The species is fairly widespread in the 

south, although over 60% of sightings are from the Washburn, Otley and Strid Wood.  The highest counts 

were from Strid Wood with 4 between Barden Bridge and the Cavendish, 4 along the back road and 3 in 

the woods around Barden Bridge.  There were said to be good numbers in the Washburn, even up around 

Thruscross (PBR), although the highest counts in records received were 4 around Farnley Lake with (a 

surprisingly low) 3 along Norwood Bottom.  Counts at Otley tended to be of single birds.  There were also 

records from local nature reserves – from Gallows Hill, the Chevin, Sun Lane and from Ben Rhydding 

Gravel Pits, where 2 were reported and which remains a reliable site to find this species.  There were three 

records of breeding from Fewston, Farnley Lake and Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits.  There were also two 

garden records from Ilkley and Addingham of passage birds. 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla       140 Sightings/57 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor/winter visitor: population increasing. 

Most of the news concerning migrants is depressing now-a-days but this is not the case for this species.  It 

is a medium range migrant and its population has increased by 61% since 1994.  Whilst northern records 

for the previous species fell this year, those for the blackcap 

were high again for the second year running across the north: 

the adjacent chart suggests that there may well be a genuine and 

steady increase in the presence of this species in our area.  

There were a good number of records from the Grassington area 

and from the top of the Dale, several records from Littondale 

and even a single record from Grimwith.  Peak counts were 

from Grass Wood with 6 territories and a nest on 29
th
 May, 5 

around Howgill, 4 on Birks Fell and 3 in the grounds of Scargill 

House and, rather surprising, the same number around 

Grimwith: otherwise counts were usually of 1 or 2 birds.  The 

species is well distributed across the south and counts were 

significantly higher than in the north, as well as much higher than for the previous species: there were 

reported to be good numbers in the Washburn (PBR) and Strid Wood 

(J&FTo).  Sightings included 11 in Strid Wood on 2
nd

 May, 10 along 

Norwood Bottom and around Farnley Lake, 9 at Gallows Hill and 5 or 

6 at Otley and Knotford.  There were numerous records of young with 

the first sighting in Norwood Bottom on 26
th
 May and the last in an 

Addingham garden on 2
nd

 August.  The species is more frequently 

recorded in gardens in the winter than in the summer.  There were 

records from 6 gardens during the 2010/11 winter (as there were 

during the two previous winters) – from Otley, Menston, Burley, Ben 

Rhydding and Ilkley (2).  There were a surprising number of mid-year 

records in gardens in Menston, Burley, Ilkley, Beamsley Beacon and 

Kilnsey but most of these were probably passage birds; there was just one record of a female with a 

juvenile in an Addingham garden on 2
nd

 August. 

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix      032 Sightings/03 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant: population declining at an accelerating rate in recent years. 

Our concerns about this species are mirrored elsewhere in the UK which has seen a massive decline over 

the past 20 years with the species disappearing from areas such as East Anglia.  About one third of the 

British population is found in Wales where the RSPB started a 4 year survey in 2009 to study feeding 

habits and breeding success.  The species has an unusual migration path; they fly SE to northern Italy 

where they feed and put on weight for several weeks before continuing to undiscovered wintering grounds 
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south of the Sahara.  The news in our region this year was very mixed.  At its major stronghold in Strid 

Wood there were records of 5 singing males on several occasions in early May, significantly better than in 

most recent years since 2004.  The situation in Grass Wood ebbs and flows.  After no records last year 

there were 3 singing there this year, which is a good total for the site.  The bad news this year was that 

there weren’t any records from other sites despite searches below Thruscross and in Hebers Ghyll.  

However, there was an interesting record from the Chevin where a bird was heard on 31
st
 May and again 

on 3
rd

 June
36

, but not subsequently.  The situation in recent years and peak counts in Strid Wood and Grass 

Wood is summarised in the table below: 
 

 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Sightings  ? 15 25 23 17 35 11 19 14 32 

Sites ? 5 9 4 4 4 3 3 2 3 

Max count in Strid Wood 17 10 6 3 3 5 1 (2?) 2 2 (4?) 5 

Max count in Grass Wood
37

 2 1 2 0 2 4 2 1 0 3 
 

There was a rare record of an adult feeding young on 1
st
 June. 

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita      145 Sightings/45 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage/winter visitor: population increasing. 

This appears to be another warbler species which has benefited from BTO Atlas surveys in the last two 

years, particularly by Gerald Light.  The perceived wisdom is that this is primarily a bird of the south of 

the region and that sightings in the north have been of passage birds, but this was certainly not the case this 

year.  As usual, records were thinly distributed and always of single birds, but with a clear concentration in 

the Grassington area and at the top of the Dale.  Of the 11 records perhaps 6 could possibly be classed as 

probable spring passage birds, ie before the end of May.  There was also an autumn sighting of a bird 

which was identified as a possible chiffchaff at Grimwith on 12
th
 November.  However, the major event of 

the year for this species was a very rare breeding record of an adult with a juvenile in Grass Wood on 9
th
 

July (GL*).  In the south the species is widely distributed but with a very definite bias towards the east, 

being very common in the Washburn (which accounts for 50% of records) and at Otley (over 10% of 

records) but quite uncommon in the west, ie sightings from Ilkley and Addingham are rare.  On the Bolton 

Abbey Estate, all the records appeared to be of a single bird in the small wood near Barden Bridge with 

sightings through until late September.  By far the highest counts are along Norwood Bottom with 25 

counted on 3
rd

 April.  Elsewhere, there were 12 in Timble, 9 at Farnley Lake and Gallows Hill, and 8 at 

Knotford Nook and between Fewston and Thruscross.  Breeding records are always scarce for this species 

but a bird was seen carrying food on 7
th
 April, with four records of juveniles between 2

nd
 June and 8

th
 

August, and with a late record of a bird carrying food on 17
th
 August.  There were sightings in the gardens 

of 10 members (less than 30%) from Otley (2), Menston (1), Burley (3), Askwith, Ilkley (2) and 

Addingham.  All but one of these were of passage birds in April and from late August; the exception being 

a bird seen in an Addingham garden twice in mid-June. 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus      141 Sightings/60 Sites 

Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable/possibly increasing. 

Records were received from right across the region and, unlike other warblers, it seems quite happy to 

spread up onto the moors.  High counts can occur anywhere in the region.  In the north and until the end of 

April there were counts of 40 – 50 in the Grass Wood complex, 23 around Grimwith, 21 in Hawkswick and 

along the back road to Arncliffe and 20 between Buckden and Kettlewell.  Similar figures for the south 

were 34 in Timble Ings, 26 around Hoodstorth, 22 along Norwood Bottom and 20 in Haverah Park.  As for 

the previous species, breeding records tend to be scarce.  The first record of an adult carrying food was at 

Barden Fell on 29
th
 April, with the first juveniles seen at Grimwith on 10

th
 July.  The species is not 

common in gardens (in just over 20%) and in fact many of the records were of brief sightings and may well 

have been of passage birds - of the 15 garden records three were before mid-April and ten after late July. 

                                                      
36  Apparently, there used to be 3 or 4 on the Chevin to perhaps 6 years ago. 

37  Gerald Light reports that they were recorded regularly in the past and that he, personally, had recorded 2 in casual walks in the 
woods in 1999, 2000 and 2002 and 1 in 2003 (he had not visited in 2001). 
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Goldcrest Regulus regulus       052 Sightings/27 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population increasing. 

I reported last year that this species was one of the big 

losers of the 2008/9 winter but, a year on, the evidence of 

their current status is somewhat conflicting.  The adjacent 

BTO 2010 garden records for goldcrests show that there 

were significantly fewer sightings in 2010 than the long 

term average, especially at the start of the year.  However, 

the BTO BBS figures on population showed a statistically-

significant increase of 37% in England between 2009 and 

2010, suggesting that the recovery process is already 

underway probably because of good breeding seasons.  

Locally, over the 2010/11 winter there were records of birds 

visiting 10 gardens (cf. 6 the previous winter) with an 

Addingham garden reporting the first visit for a long time.  

As usual there were few records from the north (~15%) – all from the Grassington area and from the top 

end of the Dale with peak counts of 6 in Grass Wood and 5 on Birks Bank.  In the south the majority of 

records are from the Washburn (over 40%) and from members’ gardens (35%).  Timble remains the most 

reliable site to see this species; 10 were recorded there in October whilst local ringer, Andy Jowett, ringed 

43 during the course of the year. 

Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus       001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare passage migrant.  

Apart from unusual vagrants this is one of the 

rarest birds which may very occasionally be 

found in our region: it was first recorded here in 

1981 and this year saw only the seventh sighting.  

A bird was glimpsed briefly in Greenfield on 24
th
 

April (GL*) but, fortunately, an observer (JAn*) 

was able to record the song and its identification 

was subsequently confirmed by Russell Winn, a 

firecrest researcher from the New Forest (one of 

the species’ strongholds).  The species is 

endemic to the Western Palearctic with the main 

breeding concentrations in Iberia and Germany 

but with some expansion from its core regions in 

recent decades.  The UK (and almost exclusively England) is at the northern limit of its range but in the 

second half of the last century there was a significant increase in its presence.  Breeding was first recorded 

in 1962 and it is estimated that there were 600 territories in 2007, strongly concentrated in south-central 

and south-east England but with some expansion into East Anglia in recent years
38

.  Birds vacate breeding 

grounds in the winter and, although no British birds ringed during the breeding season have ever been 

recovered, it is believed birds may move to the Mediterranean region.  The winter distribution, as a result 

of passage and wintering birds, is quite different from the summer distribution.  In the winter birds are far 

more widespread.  The bulk of passage birds are found between mid-March and through April, and again 

from mid-September to early November.  There are few birds wintering north of a line between the 

Humber and Mersey Estuaries, and the bulk of the population is found in coastal areas: it is believed that 

the majority (if not all) of the wintering birds originate from breeding areas in north-eastern Europe.  

BTO’s wintering Atlas estimates the population as 200-400 individuals.  We can now turn to the situation 

in Yorkshire.  Yorkshire records were extremely rare in the first half of the last century with only 8 reliable 

sightings up to 1952, but Mather (1986) suggested its status had changed in the second half of the last 

century with it being recorded annually in all but two years since 1956.  Numbers recorded in the northeast 

can now be quite numerous but do vary significantly from year to year: the adjacent chart shows the 

                                                      
38 There have been very rare records of possible breeding from further north – from Lancashire, Cheshire and Derbyshire. 
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number of sightings recorded on BirdGuides in 2008 (when there was a large influx) and 2011, which was 

possibly a slightly below-average year.  A feature of the histograms, as one might expect, is the total 

absence of summer-time records
39

. 

Spotted flycatcher Muscicapa striata      057 Sightings/37 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population decreasing at accelerating rate but with a good 

presence in the north of the region. 

This is one of our attractive migrants whose population is crashing, with BTO reporting a statistically-

significant reduction of 52% in England since 1994.  This is a species one is rather more likely to come 

across on a walk in the north than the south, although the statistics are perhaps not quite as emphatic as that 

(typically just over 50% of sightings are from the north and with records from typically around 20 sites in 

the north and 16 in the south).  This is one of the later of the migrants to arrive and the first record was of a 

bird investigating a possible nest site in a Kilnsey garden on 7
th
 May.  In the north the majority of records 

(almost half of northern sightings) are from the Grassington area with the top end of the Dale being the 

other stronghold for this species (with a quarter of sightings), along with the occasional record from 

Littondale.  Numbers are rarely large, usually with only one or two birds seen on walks in the north, but 

there were 6 at Yockenthwaite on 3
rd

 June (PBR) and 4 on Birks Fell on the 7
th
 (GL*).  In the south, the 

majority of sightings (around 2/3) are from the Washburn with the occasional record from the Bolton 

Abbey Estate.  The peak count during the breeding season was 3 in Norwood Bottom: several other counts 

of 3 were later in the season and may have been of families or passage birds.  The first record of juveniles 

was at Ghaistrill’s Strid on 30
th
 June with the last being from Low Snowden on 3

rd
 September for what 

must have clearly been a second brood.  There were a surprising number of records from 4 gardens from 

Addingham northwards, in line with the earlier comments that this is rather more of a species of northern 

Wharfedale.  There was a very successful record of breeding in a Kilnsey garden (for at least the third year 

running), where 5 young left the nest on 21
st
 June with a comment that they were apparently nesting again 

at the end of July. 

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca      046 Sightings/12 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly declining. 

Like the previous species the population has seen a massive fall of 51% 

in the UK since 1994 (there are not enough records to produce separate 

records for England).  This species is rarer in the north than the spotted 

flycatcher is in the south.  Historically, around 30% of the sightings 

have been from the north but this has dropped in the last two years to 

20% or less.  Another slightly worrying feature was that the number of 

northern sites where the species was recorded dropped back to 3 from an 

above average 5 last year – we must hope these are not poor omens for 

the future!  All the records this year came from two sites – from Grass 

Wood (and Lower Grass Wood) and from Birks Bank.  Their stronghold 

in the north is Grass Wood where there were 4 singing males on 1
st
 May 

with a record of a male feeding into a nest box on 29
th
 May.  There was 

a report of two birds nest building in Birks Bank with a family party (with 2 juveniles) there on 7
th
 June.  In 

the south all the records are from its two strongholds Strid Wood and mid-Washburn, with most of the 

Washburn records from around Low Snowden, Folly Hall Wood and the woods around Swinsty (but with 

the odd record below Thruscross).  In these two regions populations appear to be significant and steady.  

Peak counts by bird-watchers always come from Strid Wood: this year there was a good total 10+ males 

singing (with one record of 15 singing males).  By comparison, the peak counts in the Washburn were only 

2 along Norwood Bottom.  However, this gives a very false impression of the population in the Washburn 

and for a better picture we must turn to the nest records of local ringers, with most birds rung by Colin 

Harrison but with some by Pete Roe and Andy Jowett.  There are good numbers of boxes spread around 

the Washburn and this is a species that naturally prefers to nest in boxes.  The number of occupied boxes 

therefore probably gives a very good indicator of the number of females in the area.  This year there were a 

                                                      
39  The WNS Reviews have recorded sightings in April (2), June (1), October (1), November (2) and December (1).  On the basis 
of this text I think we must conclude that the sighting in June 1996 was probably a case of mis-identification. 
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remarkable 26 occupied boxes (up from 18 last year).  These produced 142 young.  However, there were 

indications that the species was affected by the warm spring with five broods failing either at the egg or 

newly hatched stage: this was put down to inadequate food because the caterpillar population had peaked 

two weeks earlier than usual.  The net effect was a productivity of 4.2 young/nest compared with 4.8 last 

year.  There was a very interesting record of 2 females and one male helping feed one brood, the extra 

female possibly having lost her brood?  In addition to ringing the young, 11 adults were ringed and a 

further 8 re-trapped.  In this latter category, most had been ringed in the Washburn in 2008, 2009 and 2010 

highlighting the fact that this species has a strong tendency to return to its birth site.  However, one bird 

had been ringed as a nestling in Howstean Gorge in June 2006 – sadly we shall never know how it 

managed to finish up in the Washburn! 

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus      138 Sightings/48 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population increasing. 

The species is seen throughout the south but the species is generally significantly less common in the north 

(with less than 20% of the sightings from there).  In the north there were comparable numbers of sightings 

from the Grassington area and Littondale, but records from the top of the Dale were scarce and there were 

none from Grimwith.  It is widespread in the south, with a high proportion of records from members’ 

gardens and the Washburn (each 30% of southern sightings) and Otley (15%).  Flock sizes throughout our 

region are often in single figures.  The peak counts in the north were ~10 at Hawkswick in January and 

Threshfield in September.  In the south there were counts of 15 at Otley (January) and Haverah Park 

(February) at the start of the year, although the large counts were of post-breeding flocks with 20+ on 

Barden Fell, 16 at Timble, 13 at Otley and 10+ in an Addingham garden.  However, the highest count of 

the year was of 40+ coming into roost at Ilkley station on 24
th
 September.   Reports of juveniles were 

stretched over a long period between 22
nd

 April (in Burley) and 8
th
 August (in Knotford Nook).  The 

species is a popular garden visitor and well recorded from at least 2/3 of members’ gardens with several 

reports of juveniles. 

Marsh Tit Parus palustris       008 Sightings/03 Sites 

Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder (?): significant decline in recent. 

It was unlikely that last year’s record level of sightings could be maintained (11 sightings at 6 sites) but by 

any other standard it was not a bad year.  The major site for this species remains in Haverah Park with all 

but two of the sightings being from the woods below Scargill; most of the sightings were of a single bird 

but with 2 recorded on 24
th
 January and 1

st
 April.  Once again, though, it was encouraging that there were 

records from two other sites in the Washburn: a bird was seen on 16
th
 January along the valley which runs 

up to Wyrda (AJ) and a bird was seen and heard above Fewston on the track up to Low Dam (J&FTo). 

Willow Tit Parus montanus       022 Sightings/01 Sites 

Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder (?): dramatic national decline in recent decades mirrored here. 

This year a lot of people relied on the feeders at Otley for their year’s tick for this 

species after a bird was first sighted on 18
th
 December, 2010; subsequently there 

were sightings throughout much of 2011.  Virtually all the sightings were of a 

single bird coming into the feeders, but two were recorded there at the same time 

on 7
th
 January (N&PH) and 26

th
 October (R&PG); there were also a couple of 

possible reports in late March of a bird on the feeder with another seen in other 

parts of the site (PP).  There were reports in most months but with a gap between 

the end of March and early July.  No records were received from the woods 

below Scargill this year. 

 

Coal Tit Parus ater        118 Sightings/41 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population increasing. 

It was a typical year for this species with records from ~40 sites and frequent reports from members’ 

gardens throughout Wharfedale, usually in ones and twos: the only major site without any sightings was 

Grimwith.  Peak counts were 9 in Norwood Bottom and Eller’s Wood (August) and 19 in Timble Ings and 

7 in Strid Wood (October).  Most of the records of breeding were of young birds in people’s gardens; they 

were recorded between late May and late July.  The species is short-lived, starting breeding at one year old 

and typically only living two years, although the longevity record is an amazing 18 years and 10 months. 
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Great Tit Parus major (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

Clearly very common, widespread and successful throughout the region, although rarely the most common 

small bird (which is usually the blue tit or chaffinch): it continues to be well reported in members’ gardens.  

However, the species was not without its problems.  It is being hit by a lethal strain of avian pox which 

causes large tumour-like warts which can be so large and heavy as to prevent flight in extreme cases: it is 

not restricted solely to this species but it accounts for 90% of reports.  The disease was first noted in 

Scandinavia in the 1970s and subsequently spread into Europe: it was first recorded in the UK in 2010 in 

Surrey and Kent.  This year it has been recorded as far north as Staffordshire with a further 40 sites 

recording infected birds adding to last year’s total of 100 sites.  As though being covered with warts wasn’t 

enough for the species, an even more bizarre fate overtook a great tit in a Somerset nursery when it fell into 

a pitcher plant from SE Asia as it was trying to pick up a fly from the liquid in the plant and could not get 

out: fortunately for great tits this is an extraordinarily rare event, having been recorded only once before in 

Germany a few years ago!  There were a number of walks with large counts: there were 21 around Haverah 

Park (March), 20 along Norwood Bottom (April), 18 at Otley and Middleton Woods (March) and 17 

around Farnley (April).  As usual there were widespread reports of breeding with young observed between 

8
th
 April and 8

th
 August and a lot of reports from members’ gardens.  Pete Roe recorded nests in 36 boxes 

in mid-Wharfedale, the second highest total in recent years.  The nests produced 214 ringed young or 

5.96/nest, a fairly average figure and significantly down on last year’s record figure of 6.96/nest (when the 

BTO CES scheme also recorded it’s highest ever productivity for great tits). 

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

One of the commonest small birds both in the wild and in gardens, with young 

birds widely reported in gardens in the summer.  In the BTO Atlas surveys it has 

been recorded in the 4
th
 highest number of surveyed squares in the winter (after 

blackbird, robin and chaffinch) although doesn’t figure in the top 6 during the 

breeding season.  It is interesting to compare peak counts for this species with the 

previous one for walks during the same period.  There were 15 (cf. 21) great tits 

around Haverah Park, 25 along Norwood Bottom (cf. 20), 19 at Otley (cf. 18), 15 

at Farnley (cf. 17), and the same number in Middleton Woods.  There are also 

interesting observations to be made on Pete Roe’s records cf. the BTO CES scheme.  Pete Roe recorded 45 

occupied nest boxes in mid-Wharfedale, which was the highest number since 2005: the CES scheme 

recorded a 50% increase in the adult population in 2011 cf. the 5-year average.  Pete’s nests produced 280 

ringed young or 6.22/nest, which was a little on the low side: by comparison, the CES showed a 

productivity 31% below the 5-year average.  Incidentally, Pete’s worst productivity was in 2008, which 

corresponds to the worst year in the CES records. 

Nuthatch Sitta europaea       118 Sightings/43 Sites 

Locally common breeding resident: population probably stable. 

This species appears to be doing well throughout most of Wharfedale and the Washburn although, as usual, 

there were no records from Grimwith.  On the whole there are more largish counts in the south than the 

north: there were 6 in Strid Wood in February and 7 in April, 5 in Middleton Woods (March)
40

 and 4 along 

Norwood Bottom between Lindley Wood and Swinsty in April (and it is worth remembering here that this 

was once a scarce species in the Washburn and that re-colonisation is a fairly recent event).  In the north 

there were 4 in the grounds of Scargill House in June.  A pair was seen nest building on 4
th
 April with the 

first young recorded on 21
st
 May; the latest date was of a family on 22

nd
 August.  It appears that this is 

another species where we have some evidence that its breeding cycle was affected by the warm spring with 

the caterpillar population peaking two weeks earlier than usual and food short for newly-hatched young.  

Colin Harrison , a local ringer, reported that two out of six nests had failed with the four remaining nests 

producing 25 young, ie an overall productivity of 4.8/nest and well below the 7.0 in the last two years.  The 

species is a popular garden visitor with more than 50% of members reporting visiting birds, although there 

were no records of young in gardens this year. 

                                                      
40  This is significantly down on the remarkable count of 13 in Middleton Woods in April, 2010. 
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Treecreeper Certhia familiaris       072 Sightings/36 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing. 

The species is rather less obvious than the nuthatch.  Nevertheless, it is widely reported from the south of 

the region, where it is present throughout much of the area albeit with a very high proportion of sightings 

from the Washburn, ie almost 50% of southern records: there were no records from Otley this year.  

Records are rather scarcer from the north with most sightings from the Grassington area but with sightings 

in all the main areas apart from, as usual, Grimwith.  The species is rarely reported in large numbers, 

usually only in ones and twos: the highest count was actually in the north with 5 between Grassington and 

Hebden (in January); the highest count in the south was 4 in Strid Wood (in February).  The species is a far 

less common visitor to gardens with less than 20% reporting it (cf. >50% for the previous species).  

However, a Grassington garden had a pleasant surprise – after reporting that a bird on 13
th
 October was an 

unusual visitor, trumped this 10 days later when 3 were recorded!  There were several reports of breeding 

with young recorded between 21
st
 May and 9

th
 July. 

Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor      017 Sightings/04 Sites 

(Increasingly) rare passage migrant. 

This proved to be a memorable year in our area for this species and the continuation of a very successful 

period which started in 2007 and which has seen sightings in four out of the last five years – after over 40 

years with sightings in only three years.  Readers may recall that there had been reports of large numbers 

arriving along the Yorkshire coast in bad weather and on-shore winds from the end of September 2010, 

with the suggestion by mid-October that it had been a record arrival.  Later, during the Christmas holiday 

period, BirdGuides had reported birds at an impressive 37 sites.  The Bolton Abbey bird, which had been 

present since late November, was to prove even more elusive and wide-ranging after the New Year than it 

had been before.  It was recorded from the Storiths area, briefly, in mid-January and again at the end of 

February.  On the 20
th
 January it was seen from the Barden View point car park catching and skewering 

one of a party of about 6 Long-tailed Tits which it later came back to pull apart.  From 2
nd

 March and until 

the 30
th
 the bird appears to have moved up onto Blubberhouses Moor around Pace Gate.  However, there 

was a second bird in our area when a mobile bird was reported in the Grimwith car park on 3
rd

 January 

(BT): it was recorded again on the morning of the 29
th
 in the small plantation in the NE corner of the 

reservoir (J&FTo). 

Jay Garrulus glandarius       071 Sightings/30 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable. 

They are widespread and successful throughout the south of the region albeit 

with no strongholds, but extremely rare in upper Wharfedale, possibly linked to 

the generally sparser woodland cover.  The only record from the north this year 

was of a bird along the river between Grassington and Hebden on 22
nd

 January 

(M&JC).  In mid Wharfedale most of the records were of 1 and sometimes 2 

birds, but there was a remarkable count of 10 around Haverah Park on 23
rd

 

October (JP) and there were occasional sightings of up to 4 or 5 birds on the 

back road above Strid Wood and from Otley.  The species was reported in ~40% 

of members’ gardens, usually infrequently but occasionally daily over short 

periods when collecting food. 

Magpie Pica pica (C) 

Common breeding resident: population stable but increasing in urban environment. 

It is a species which is seen far more than it is reported; for example, there were records submitted from 

only 17 gardens this year (ie ~50%) cf. 13 for the significantly rarer jay!  This species is widespread 

throughout the region with, unlike the jay, a presence in the north; northern sightings were thinly spread 

with only ~15% of this year’s records from there.  However, there was the occasional large count with a 

report from Grassington of a group of 7 in the town near the reporter’s home (which was described as 

unusual) and 4 along Wood Lane, both in the first quarter.  It is common and much unreported species in 

the south, although there were no records from the Bolton Abbey Estate, suggesting they are not welcome 

there.  The largest count in the south, by far, was of 25 coming into a communal roost at Intake Farm, 

Menston on 13
th
 December (RF).  Elsewhere, there were a lot of records of groups of birds from the Otley 

area with up to 11 at the Wetlands and 8 at Gallows Hill.  Several gardens reported visits of between 4 and 

6 birds, usually in the summer. 
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Jackdaw Corvus monedula (C) 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing. 

It is difficult to avoid the impression that it is probably the most obvious bird throughout Wharfedale with 

large flocks in winter (although few people bother to count flock sizes): large flocks were also reported 

everywhere in the Washburn.  The species is less obvious on the moors where the crow is the commonest 

bird.  These flocks also tended to mask the fact that many of our smaller birds are now little in evidence in 

our winter countryside (retreating to village gardens and farm buildings in their search for food).  The BTO 

BBS survey confirms that this is one of the species which is doing very well with a 44% increase in 

England between 1994 and 2009!  Most of the counts are of tens of birds but large flocks (some > 100) 

were reported.  These included 300 at Barden Bridge (October), 200 in Haverah Park (February and 

December) and Troller’s Gill (March) and 140 at Fewston (February), with fairly regular counts of 100 

from Otley.  Some birds roost in mid-Wharfedale and then head up the valley in the early morning to feed.  

When we first came back to Ilkley we used to watch large numbers streaming past our bedroom window 

which looked south across the valley: I was reminded of this when there was a report in February of 170 

flying fairly low in groups of between 5 and 20, and forming almost a continuous procession across an 

Otley garden: in 2010; 650 were recorded leaving a roost at Stainburn in September.  It’s a phenomenon it 

would be nice to know more about.  The first signs of breeding were of birds carrying nesting material at 

Arncliffe Cote on 13
th
 April, with a bird seen carrying food at Otley on the 21

st
: the first record of young 

was from an Ilkley garden on 17
th
 May.  There was a similar pattern to last year in members’ gardens with 

~40% reporting the presence of the species.  For many it was a rare visitor being seen only weekly or less 

frequently but, for some reason, two nearby gardens in Ilkley reported daily visits by good numbers for 

much of the year: in my own garden they were regular visitors until September with a peak of 19 in July 

(which was high enough to elicit a complaint from my wife that the garden was being overrun), exceeding 

last year’s peak number of 12. 

Rook Corvus frugilegus        078 Sightings/38 Sites 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population probably increasing. 

Rookeries are common at suitable wooded sites throughout much of Wharfedale and 

were well recorded along the length of the Washburn and Littondale.  Unlike the 

jackdaw, BTO BBS estimates of population changes were for a small reduction of 

12% between 1994 and 2010.  Birds can often be seen in the fields around the 

entrance to Grimwith but records from the reservoir itself tend to be limited to the 

summer after large numbers of red-legged partridge have been released and corvids 

flock in for all the free food put out.  Sightings are usually of a few tens of birds, 

with the largest counts being of post-breeding flocks with 160 at Arncliffe Cote and 

74 along Mastiles Lane in the first half of June; there was also 60+ over Barden Fell 

in September.  Rookeries were reported from across the region but nest numbers 

were generally modest: 25 in Haverah Park, 16 in Middleton Woods, 15 at 

Hawkswick and Kettlewell, 10 in Buckden, Arncliffe, above Barden Bridge and in 

Strid Wood.  The first record of young was at the start of May.  Apart from the 

raven, the species is the rarest garden corvid visitor being seen in only ~15% of gardens and then very 

rarely: the only exception was a garden on the northern edge of Otley when 2 were seen daily in January, 

August, October and December, albeit less frequently in other months. 

Carrion crow Corvus corone (C) 

Common breeding resident: population increasing. 

It remains numerous throughout the area, including the high dales and moors, notwithstanding the 

inevitable competition with game rearing interests – there were very few records from the Bolton Abbey 

Estate (although in some years there are none).  Sightings are usually of pairs, although counts of 10 or 

more were frequently reported on walks with 21 on the moors below Beamsley Beacon, 20 in Haverah 

Park, 19 at Stainburn, 16 on Rocking Hall Moor, 14 at Otley, 12 in Grimwith and Norwood Bottom, and 

10 on Ilkley Moor.  Birds were recorded in around a quarter of members’ gardens.  Studies reported during 

the year suggested this species is as intelligent as chimpanzees and has an excellent memory for faces: it 

will remember a face which poses a threat for at least 5 years and can tell the difference between friendly 

and dangerous faces and can warn each other.  Experiments by scientists, wearing a ‘dangerous’ face while 

trapping, banding and releasing birds, found that the number of crows scolding the mask increased! 
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Raven Corvus corax        068 Sightings/35 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident: population increasing. 

There was an interesting local development this year.  The species is typically reported at ~30 sites a year 

across Wharfedale but with, almost invariably, rather more sites in the north.  In the north it is typically 

reported from around 16 sites, but in the south there has been a slow but steady increase in the number of 

sites where the species is recorded and this year there were records from more sites in the south than the 

north (19 cf. 16).  Most southern records were from the Bolton Abbey Estate (over 40% of southern 

records) and the Washburn (20%) but with around 15% records from around Rombalds Moor; there was 

also a sighting of a bird flying over St Mary’s in Menston (PRo).  In the north, the most sightings were 

from Littondale.  In England the species is spreading eastwards, although not as fast as the buzzard. This is 

leading to changing nesting habits.  A few have colonized the high cliffs of the Sussex coast but, where no 

cliffs are available, they will nest in woodland or even on electricity pylons.  They have also been recorded 

nesting in city centers: a pair first nested on Chester cathedral in 1996 (the first ravens to nest in a city 

centre since the 15
th
 Century), whilst others now nest regularly in Cardiff Civic Centre and have nested in 

Edinburgh.  Locally, there were reports of four nesting pairs with a pair again nesting in a tree (the only 

such record in the Dales).  Three of the nests were successful raising 4, 4 and 3 young. However, once 

again, there were suspicions that the nest that failed may not have done so because of natural causes.  

There was also a possible report of 3 young in the Washburn (PRo).  There was a rare garden record of a 

bird landing in a Burley garden in October and being mobbed by at least 8 crows (SB), but there were also 

two garden overflights in Addingham and below Beamsley Beacon. 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris (C) 

Common breeding resident/winter visitor: serious national decline but probably stable in area. 

There has been a significant reduction of 51% in the population of this species in England since 1994 (and 

rather greater in Yorkshire).  In our region the species is much under-recorded but was seen in all parts of 

the region, although sightings from the north were rather sparser than from the south, as were numbers.  

The largest counts from the north, by far, were from Grimwith with 200 (March) and 130 (August); there 

was one other large count of 100 between Hebden Gill and Yarnbury.  Elsewhere, there were 30 around 

Litton and ~10 in the centres of Grassington, Kilnsey and Kettlewell, as well as a December report of a 

flock of 30 visiting a Grassington garden as being the largest for a long time.  In the south, there was an 

exceptionally large count of 800+ at Pace Gate (Blubberhouses) (JF), 200 at Addingham Moorside and 180 

around Thruscross (all in March), and also 180 in Haverah Park (January); there were a number of counts 

of between 20 and 50.  The first record of breeding was of young being fed in a nest hole in Clifton on 

23rd April.  It was recorded in >40% of members’ gardens although it appears to be one of those species 

that is either rather rare – or appears in excessive numbers.  One member in Burley ‘suffered’ with 31 

(January) and 35+ (August), when she was driven to take desperate measures before they stripped her 

garden, whilst a Menston garden recorded daily numbers of up to 15 several times during the year. 

House sparrow Passer domesticus      048 Sightings/29 Sites 

Locally common breeding resident: population has decreased but probably currently stable. 

This species has undoubtedly declined in the area in accordance with the 

national trend
41

: in recent years records have been received from between 

20 and 25 sites.  There were reasonable numbers of records from across the 

region although it is a species which is not well reported: in the south over 

60% of records came from members’ gardens!  Records were received 

from urban areas and with quite a few records from the villages and farm 

complexes in upper Wharfedale, many of which appear to have healthy 

populations: there were 30 around Litton and 26 in a walk through 

Kettlewell and up to Dowber Gill.  In the Washburn the species continues 

to hang on at Brown Bank Farm (near Bland Hill), but one is now more likely to encounter tree sparrows, a 

remarkable change of fortune over just a few years
42

.  The first evidence of breeding was of birds 

                                                      
41  Numbers have dropped from 12 million pairs in the 1970s to 6 million pairs now.  The BTO’s nest record scheme shows brood 
sizes have declined steadily since the 1960s because of a shortage of invertebrate food in urban areas to feed the young.  

42   For the first time there are more reported sightings of tree sparrow than its  much under-reported cousin, the house sparrow! 
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collecting nesting material on 21
st
 and 25

th
 April, with the first young ringed on 7

th
 May and several 

members subsequently recording juveniles in their garden.  This is a species which is very gregarious and 

loyal to its site for most of the year and does not wander far.  People either have the species in their garden 

or they don’t: I was delighted to have a brief visit by a single male in late May, the first record since 

September 2007, whilst an Askwith garden reported several rare visits in October.  On a rather different 

scale, a Grassington garden reported a flock of 14 in September, commenting it was the biggest flock for a 

long time.  About ⅓ of members reported garden sightings but BTO have shown that here has been a 

steady decline in the number of gardens recording the species, albeit with large regional differences.  The 

declines are most marked in England where there has been a 25% reduction since the mid-90s in the 

number of gardens visited – down from 88% to 66%.  In Greater London fewer than half the gardens were 

visited by sparrows in 2010. 

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus      076 Sightings/21 Sites 

Rare breeding resident: local population recovering in line with national trends 

It is not just this country that has seen massive 

declines in populations. The species is also seen in 

large numbers in Asia, where they replace the house 

sparrow.  In China they were found in such large 

numbers they were wrongly seen as a threat to the 

nation’s grain supplies. Chairman Mao launched a 

‘sparrowcide’ campaign in April 1958 with three 

million people mobilised to shoot, trap and harass the 

birds to exhaustion.  Grain harvest fell for the next few 

years, probably because tree sparrows were not there 

to feed their young on invertebrates.  When the 

campaign was abandoned sparrows quickly returned 

to their previous numbers.  The declines in this 

country cannot be put down to such extreme measures but those declines were certainly dramatic with a 

massive 90% decline from the 1970s until the early 90s, the largest reduction of any species.  Since then, 

and for reasons that are by no means clear, there has been a dramatic recovery, with the BTO BBS survey 

showing a 37% increase between 1994 and 2010 (albeit from a very low starting point).  The changes in 

our area can only be described as amazing.  The 2002 report stated that 2 nests at Knotford Nook had 

produced 10 juveniles: this year Pete Roe ringed 159 juveniles in 53 nests – a truly remarkable 

transformation!!  The continuing changes means that the number of sites where the species is recorded is 

also on the rise as can be seen from the adjacent graph.  The species stronghold continues to be from 

Burley to the east and up into the Washburn; they were also reported to be numerous around Castley with a 

breeding colony of 9 pairs.  However, there have also been garden records further west; this year from 

Ilkley (a first for my garden with 2 males in mid-October), Addingham (including a juvenile – another 

garden first) where it was also reported to be the best year so far in 14 years, Beamsley and, in the north, 

from Grassington where 4 were present in mid-October
43

.  The main breeding sites are at Timble, Clifton 

and a farm between Leathley and Stainburn, although there was a particularly welcome breeding record 

from Sun Lane: the birds have been present there for some time now; last year nest boxes were ignored but 

this year 22 young were raised in 5 or 6 nests. 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs (C) 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing. 

The species is widespread throughout the area and the national population is increasing slowly (13% since 

1994).  The BTO CES survey showed that adult numbers during the summer were down compared with 

the 5-year average but the productivity was the highest ever measured.  Large counts on walks across the 

region abound.  In the south there were counts of 67 around John O’Gaunts (February) and several counts 

in excess of 20 in the first 4 months of the year from as far afield as Stainburn, Norwood Bottom, Timble, 

Middleton Woods and the back road above Strid Wood.  In the north, and during the same period, the 

                                                      
43  In the species main stronghold there were also garden records from Otley, Burley (2) and Askwith – overall, records in about ⅓ 
of members’ gardens. 
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highest count was 33 on a circuit of Grimwith, 25 between Barden and Water’s Laithe (roughly the same 

number as in the past two years) and 19 around Arncliffe and the surrounding fields.  At the end of the year 

there were counts of ~60 from Fewston and Strid Wood in December.  The highest garden counts were 10+ 

in Grassington (in early April and recognised as a high count, especially at that time of year) and 

Addingham (August). 

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla      060 Sightings/21 Sites 

Scarce passage/winter visitor. 

This is a non-breeding, winter visitor from the continent.  The 

extent of its presence is generally dependent on the beech mast 

harvest (an important food source for this species) and varies 

widely from year to year.  The highest counts in recent winters 

were in 2004/5 when there were several counts of 100 plus an 

exceptional count of 840.  In subsequent years there was a peak 

count of only 6 (excluding arrival flocks) in 2005/6, and peaks of 

100 (2006/7), 30 (2007/8), 9 (2008/09), 25 (2009/10) and 50+ 

(2010/11).  If the 2010/11 winter was a very average one in terms 

of numbers in the UK it was to prove a remarkable one for the 

number of gardens which reported the species.  The adjacent 

BTO chart shows the incredibly high peak of birds coming into 

gardens at the end of 2010.  Our own experiences matched this with members reporting sightings in 18 

gardens (9 at the end 2010 and 16 at the start of 2011 – note that 7 gardens had records both at the end of 

2010 and start of 2011).  This compares with ~10 gardens/winter over the previous three years.  Another of 

the features was the length of time that birds were present, in several cases either throughout a month or 

even through much of the first quarter.  Sightings were generally of between 1 and 4 or 5 birds but there 

were records of peak counts of ~10 in Menston on 27
th
 January and from Threshfield on 8

th
 April: the last 

record of the spring was from an Addingham garden on 24
th
 April.  Otherwise sightings were few and far 

between and of small numbers with the occasional sighting from Otley and Sun Lane, from Timble and 

Buckden: the peak count at the start of the year was of a flock of 12 around Farnley Lake on 14
th
 April.  

The end of the year was a poor affair with national reports that there must be plenty of beech mast in 

Europe because there had been very few birds arriving.  There weren’t many sightings (only 25% of the 

year’s sightings), just two brief garden visits by single birds in Menston and Addingham, and only three 

sightings of significant numbers with 20+ at Swinsty on 5
th
 November, 30 in Strid Wood on 2

nd
 December 

and 50 at Fewston on the 6
th
 (reported on BirdGuides). 

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris        073 Sightings/30 Sites 

Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population increasing. 

This is a species which has been plagued by the disease, Trichomonosis, 

since 2005.  It now appears to have spread to the continent with greenfinch 

populations in some countries dropping by a third within a year of the 

disease emerging.  It has been suggested that the disease may have been 

spread by chaffinches migrating from Britain to Fennoscandia, rather than 

greenfinch.  Large numbers of chaffinches spend the winter in Britain 

before returning there to breed; by comparison only small numbers of 

greenfinch migrate to Europe.  In our area, it is not a popular bird with 

reporters and is certainly one of the more under-recorded common birds 

with around half the sightings being from gardens.  Nevertheless, records 

were received from across the region albeit with a preponderance from the south.  As usual, the highest 

counts tended to be in members’ gardens and the species can be scarce in the countryside, and is certainly 

not seen there in large numbers.  Records in my garden were encouraging.  Last year I reported that peak 

annual counts had dropped from 20 in 2006, to 17 in 2007 and 2008, 14 in 2009 and only 12 in 2010: this 

year there was a record count of 26 (September)!  There was also a report that the peak of 12 in an Askwith 

garden represented an increase.  On the other hand, there were reports from two Addingham gardens that 

there weren’t many of this species around.  In the countryside (and outside villages) counts on countryside 

walks were usually of only ones and twos, although there was a good count of 20+ around High Royds, 
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Menston (described as an improvement), a small flock of ~6 between Water’s Laithe and Burnsall and 4 

along the escarpment between Cray and Yockenthwaite. 

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis       128 Sightings/53 Sites 

Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing. 

This is a popular species which, compared to the last one, is present in 

rather larger numbers in rural environments, especially in post-breeding 

flocks in September: it is also rather more widespread and is typically 

reported from 45-50 sites cf. ~35 for the greenfinch.  However, it is also a 

particularly welcome garden visitor throughout the region (with a high 

percentage of all records coming from gardens ~40% - not quite as great 

as for the previous species).  The species is doing remarkably well, with 

the BTO BBS survey showing a 63% rise between 1994 and 2010.  There 

has also been a very significant increase in their presence in gardens over 

the past 25 years.  The BTO reported that in 1983/4 the mean peak winter 

count was only 0.01 but this had grown to 3.26 over the 2010/11 winter.  

Originally, the big increase in garden visitors had been put down to the introduction of nyger seed, but it is 

now being found that the species much prefers sunflower hearts and will leave the nyger seed for the 

young to feed on: that has certainly been our experience with the nyger seed going virtually untouched 

once we started putting out sunflower hearts.  Countryside sightings tend to be split fairly evenly between 

small flocks and ones and twos.  There were several records of flocks in the low tens, mostly of post-

breeding flocks in September, but the largest count of 61 at Haverah Park in September was rather lower 

than counts last year of 100+ on Denton Moor and 80+ at Linton Falls: at the start of the year there was a 

flock of ~30 at Kilnsey. There were several encouraging garden records with a peak count from 

Addingham of 26 in the last quarter with the comment that it was the commonest garden bird, whilst an 

Otley garden reported 10+ commenting that they used to get ‘lots’ but hadn’t had them in the garden for 35 

years! 

Siskin Carduelis spinus        104 Sightings/29 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: breeding population increasing. 

This is a species that is most frequently reported from our 

gardens (almost 40% of sightings from right across the region).  

There were rather more sightings from the north this year 

(almost 30% - partly because of the garden records), with most 

records from the Grassington area but with a number from the 

top end of the Dale and occasional records from Littondale and 

Grimwith.  However, counts tend to be smaller in the north and 

generally in single figures: the peak count was 12 in Greenfield 

(July) and Grass Wood (August) with 6 the highest garden 

count (Kilnsey).  The species is recorded throughout the south 

with 30% of sightings from the Washburn.  Peak counts of 

between 40 and 50 were reported from Swinsty and Otley in 

the first quarter with 60 in Norwood Bottom and 40 in Timble 

Ings (both in October) and Otley (usually 30 or 40 in the last quarter but with a peak of 70 in December).  

There were a record number of gardens (22 or around half) reporting sightings during the winter.  Most 

garden records were of between 1 and 5 or 6 birds but there were regular sightings of up to 24 in 

Addingham and of a ‘large’ flock in Ilkley during the first quarter.  However, BTO report that an 

interesting feature about this species is their growing presence in gardens during the summer.  The adjacent 

chart shows how this has increased in recent years; this is in line with provisional Atlas results showing a 

growing trend for this species to breed south of their Scottish heartlands.  In the north there were several 

records of young from Greenfield in May and July, and from Grimwith, Scargill House and Halton Gill in 

July.   In the south there was a record from Norwood Bottom in May.  The species is also being regularly 

recorded in the summer in members’ gardens, including sightings of juveniles, albeit without the 

pronounced upward trend in the chart.  Between July and September the species has been recorded in 

around 5 or 6 gardens each summer since 2008 (albeit with only 2 in 2009).  During that period young 

birds have been recorded in Menston (2 gardens), Ben Rhydding (2), Ilkley and, annually, in Addingham.   
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Linnet Carduelis cannabina       034 Sightings/18 Sites 

Uncommon breeding migrant: population stable. 

This is a summer visitor that mostly migrates south for winter with the first sighting of the year being 1 on 

Hawksworth Moor on 21
st
 March.  There are often high counts at the start and end of the season; this year 

there were 20+ in Lodge Wood, Denton on 3
rd

 April and a similar count on a Washburn walk on 31
st
 

August, with a late count of 18 from John O’Gaunts on 18
th
 October.  A significant factor over recent years 

has been the fall in the number of sightings from the north: there were four this year – from the 

Grassington/Threshfield area (2) of 7 birds (May) and 5 (August), with 3 birds in Hebden Beck (July and 

August).  It would be easy to view the situation in the south as also deteriorating with few records and a 

report that it had been a poor year in the Washburn (PBR), but for two July records (PRo) which put a very 

different perspective on things.  There were reported to be ‘dozens’ on Snowden Moor (on the moor and 

around the cross-roads) on the 2
nd

 and, just outside our area to the south, 100+ birds, mainly juveniles, 

reported around Sconce Lane, Baildon  on the 21
st
. Other than that, the highest count was 8 and records 

were spread thinly across the south from the Washburn (12), Otley and Clifton (2), the moors around Ilkley 

but especially Hawksworth Moor (9), Draughton Heights (2) and the Barden area (2).  In addition to the 

out-of-area sighting there was one breeding record with 4 pairs at Clifton producing 3, 4, 4, and 5 young 

(PRo). 

Twite Carduelis flavirostris       002 Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant: population declining. 

A single bird was seen on 10
th
 June perched on wire (at a distance of only ~10 yards) on the footpath above 

Diamond Hill near Hunters Sleets (PaM).  What was especially interesting about this sighting is that there 

have been a couple of tentative reports of twite in the last couple of years from the top end of Coverdale, 

not an area that is well-watched.  There was also a breeding record with an adult with one juvenile at 

Blishmires on 20
th
 July (GL*). 

Lesser Redpoll Carduelis cabaret      069 Sightings/27 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be in shallow decline. 

This is a species which can crop up anywhere around the region with, unlike last year when most records 

were from the south, a third coming from the north.  In the north most records were from the Grassington 

area and the top of the Dale and with the occasional record from Grimwith but none from Littondale.  

Almost all the counts were in single figures with the peak counts 10 – 15 at Grimwith (March) and at least 

12 in Bastow Wood (October).  The highest in gardens was 3 (Kilnsey) whilst in a Grassington garden a 

sighting was described as rare.  In the south counts also tend to be small, although there was a report of 50 

in the main Swinsty car park, 70 on a Barden Bridge walk and ‘big numbers’ at Timble (all in September): 

in gardens the peak counts were 20 in Burley with another report of a large flock in an Ilkley garden.  

Records of breeding fell into two groups.  There were a lot more breeding records from the north, primarily 

from the top end of the Dale (Greenfield, Oughtershaw and Hubberholme), but also from Bastow Wood 

and Grimwith.  In the south all the records of juveniles were from gardens, 2 from Ilkley and one from 

Addingham (where it was reported as a garden first).  This species is often seen in mixed flocks with siskin 

and, like the siskin, it was a good winter for garden sightings with records from 17 gardens (ie 30%) cf. 22 

and 35% for the siskin.  This is another species like the goldfinch, which is attracted into those gardens 

providing nyger seed.  Finally, a bird ringed in Timble on 13
th
 March was re-trapped at Catterick Garrison 

on the 20
th
, having moved 45km in 7 days. 

Mealy (or Common) Redpoll Carduelis flammea    001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Uncommon and erratic winter visitor 

My ‘bird-from-hell’ turned up on our feeders on 15
th
 March – to be exact there were two redpolls, one 

lesser and the other an incredibly pale bird with a very pronounced white rump when it flew (which 

reminded me of that of a bullfinch). It was late on a very gloomy afternoon and the light was terrible but 

even my best friend would have no hesitation in describing my photographic efforts as ‘pathetic’.  I should 

have known I was heading for deep water (and the rocks?) when I showed my pictures to local experts, 

half of whom said with total conviction ‘arctic’ and the rest, with equally strong conviction, ‘mealy’.  I am 

greatly indebted to two local experts, whose analytical skills I can only describe as awesome, who 
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agonised over the pictures for a long time.  They leaned towards ‘arctic’
44

 albeit with some troublesome 

features – the size of the bill, in particular, and the amount of streaking on the flanks etc……and that’s 

how the description went off to the YNU.  In due course the latter opted for ‘…a very bright mealy…’ 

quoting the distinguishing features of an Arctic being a very small bill and a very buffy face colour.  So, if 

I’m older and wiser now, what have I learned from the experience?  It’s that the mention of ‘redpoll’ will 

bring a worried frown to any member of a bird rarities committee and perhaps a whispered ‘They’re a 

nightmare!’; also, that it’s not a totally naïve question to ask ‘Is it possible that there may be significant 

hybridisation across the various species of redpoll, and especially between ‘mealy’ and ‘Coues’ where their 

ranges overlap in Scandinavia?’  As a postscript, there was a report that one of the unsung highlights of the 

2010/11 winter had been the massive influx of common redpolls into the country.  From early autumn, 

birds began turning up in the northeast and into the Midlands, and in some parts they had outnumbered 

lesser redpolls.  However, in addition, the BirdGuides database was showing that the winter of 2010/11 

also brought Arctic redpolls flooding into the UK and the highest counts for at least a decade.   Sightings of 

Hornemann’s tend to be restricted to Scotland and the very north of England and came early in the season 

but sightings of Coues’ continued throughout the winter months. 

Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra      048 Sightings/14 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population erratic due to irruptive behaviour. 

Records are typically received from around 10 or 11 sites (including 2 

from the north) but the number of sightings depends on whether there 

has been an influx of crossbills.  There were sizeable summer influxes in 

2008 and 2009 when the cone crop failed and this was reflected in the 

high counts for those years of 40 and 49: in 2010 when there was no 

influx we had only 24 sightings.  This year there were mixed messages 

with BTO Birdtrack making encouraging noises at the end of June that 

sightings were up on last year whilst later reports in October from 

elsewhere were less optimistic with only a few birds having been 

recorded along Yorkshire’s east coast
45

: the local results suggest a season 

comparable with 2008 and 2009.  In the north and in recent years, the top 

end of Langstrothdale has been established as a regular site for this 

species, both in Oughtershaw and also Greenfield, although records from 

those areas tend to be limited and spasmodic.  Greenfield received rather more attention this year because 

of BTO Atlas survey work and a post-breeding flock of 37 was reported on 20
th
 May, along with 3 family 

parties on the eastern side.  In the south the majority of sightings are from the Washburn (80% of southern 

sightings) and, in particular, from Timble (over 60% of sightings).  There were sightings from Timble in 

every month except August.  At the start of the year numbers were small and in single figures: there was 

also an unusual sighting of 6 in the White Wells area on 6
th
 June.  Subsequently, activity built up during 

July with 60+ at Barden View Point on the 2
nd

 with records becoming more widespread and with some 

quite large counts including ~100 at Lindley Wood Bridge on 29
th
 July and occasional similar counts from 

Timble in October and November.  Elsewhere, there were fairly regular sightings at Fewston (up to 20+ 

birds), and also from Stainburn (15), Thruscross (6), Pool (6) and Addingham Moorside (1) with 42 on 

Rombalds moor just outside our area in High Moor Plantation.  All the records of breeding came from the 

Greenfield area. 

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula       090 Sightings/27 Sites 

Common breeding resident: population stable with stronghold in Washburn. 

The species is typically reported from ~30 sites with, for the third year running, 6 of those being in the 

north.  To some extent this reflects the greater number of gardens in the south reporting sightings, ie 30% 

                                                      
44  There are in fact two races of Arctic redpoll.  The Scandinavian race, Carduelis exilipes, or Coues’ Arctic redpoll, which is found 
in northern Europe across into Siberia.  The other is the much rarer visitor Carduelis hornemanni, a race from the Canadian Arctic and 
northern Greenland.  The assertion was that the bird seen in my garden was a Coues’ 

45  However, there was a record influx of two-barred crossbill into Sweden and Denmark during July.  They feed on larch cones 
and it looks as though there has been a failure of this crop.  However, by October only a handful had been reported as crossing the North 
Sea and been recorded along the Yorkshire coast. 
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of all records are from gardens.  In the north, the majority of records were from the Grassington/Grass 

Wood area. There were several reports throughout the year of one or two birds in Grass and Bastow 

Woods, although these failed to match last year’s bumper record of 3 males and 2 females on 15
th
 October.  

Elsewhere, there was a regular report of a pair in Conistone during January, and rare sightings of a female 

at Grimwith (October) and, even more unusually, a Littondale record from Hawkswick (November).  The 

species was a regular visitor to a Grassington garden for the first 4 months of the year, but was not seen 

after 17
th
 April.  In the south there were regular, and often high counts, from Sun Lane and Otley: the peak 

at Sun Lane was 5 in January, whilst the highest annual count in the region was 11 at Otley at the end of 

December.  Sightings on country walks were not abundant and were generally of a pair or a single bird, 

although a flock of 6 was recorded at Fewston in November and there were 7 at High Royds, Menston in 

December.  Almost 50% of members sending in records recorded the species in their garden, often on a 

daily basis and in good numbers at some times of year: there were a lot of records of pairs but the peak 

count was of 3 pairs in an Addingham garden in the first quarter.  There were several records of juveniles 

coming into gardens with a peak count of 4 juveniles in an Ilkley garden in late August: there was also a 

single record of an adult with young at Farnley Lake. 

Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes     001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Rare visitor. 

After the October, 2010 record from Grassington there was a record from nearby Hebden in the second 

half of January.  The birds were reported (via IC) in the garden of the parents of one of the YDNPA 

rangers between 21st and 26th: the peak count was 2 males and 2 females on the 23rd. 

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis      003 Sightings/03 Sites 

Rare passage migrant/winter visitor. 

Birds were reported from two sites in the north in February with 2 on Buckden Pike on the 5
th
 and 8, just 

inside our region, near the summit of Penyghent on the 20
th
 (both via IC).  There was a sighting on 30

th
 

November from Addingham Moorside, a popular end-of-year site to see this species (BOG). 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella      002 Sightings/02 Sites 

Scarce breeding resident whose population is declining and is probably close to 

disappearing from area. 

We used to get records of this species from one site above Leathley but a regular 

Washburn watcher (PBR) reported this year they had not been seen there for a 

number of years and that the fields around the site were now devoted to winter 

wheat.  However, this species was rescued from extinction in our area last year by a 

new contributor, Richard Fuller, who reported them at Weeton at a site to the east 

of Leathley (but still in our area), where he had been seeing them for some years.  

He saw them again there this year with 4 present on 16
th
 March and 3 on 9

th
 

November. 

Rock Bunting Emberiza cia       001 Sightings/01 Sites 

Extremely rare vagrant    At the moment it looks as though the rarest bird ever recorded in Wharfedale was 

photographed at Bolton Abbey on 8
th
 May, although acceptance of the sighting is subject to review by the 

British Birds Rarities Committee.  An RSPB group was visiting the area and one of its members, anxious 

to get a picture of a pied flycatcher, went back with his camera, saw a bird he didn’t recognise and took 

three pictures which he showed to other members of the party when he rejoined them.  The bird was not 

identified until a picture was forwarded to the BTO three days later.  The submission of falsified 

photographic evidence of sightings of unusual birds has occurred in the past, albeit extremely rarely, but a 

number of factors point to this being a genuine record and it appears to have been positively received by 

the birding community – the photographer’s determination to maintain their anonymity, the identification 

of the branch featured in the photograph and the fact that the shadow cast by the bird’s body was exactly 

right and would have been difficult to replicate.  The species is found in Iberia and Northwest Africa and 

eastwards through Central Asia to China: it is very sedentary.  If accepted this would be only the fifth UK 

record and the sixth individual.  The first sighting was of two birds in Sussex in 1902, there was a long-

staying bird at Spurn in 1965 (from 19
th
 February to 10 March), with the last sighting of a male on Bardsey 

Island, Gwynedd on 1
st
 June 1967.  It is interesting to note the metrological conditions in early May could 

well have encouraged the appearance of this bird: a gap appeared between high pressure over northern 

Europe and low pressure over the Atlantic and this resulted in hot air being sucked-up north from Spain. 



 

120 

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus      072 Sightings/23 Sites 

Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable. 

There were records from right across the area but, whilst the number of sites in the south has fluctuated 

around ~20 (and was down this year), there has been a slow but quite pronounced increase in the presence 

of this species in the north (albeit from a low start).  Since 2005, the annual number of sites where the 

species has been recorded has been 2, 1, 3, 4, 4, 6 and now, this year, 8.  The stronghold in the north 

remains Grimwith with 50% of northern records from there, with sightings throughout the year and with 

large counts of 9 in late March (SG) and 8 in July (JP), although the more usual count was up to 3.  Most 

of the sightings in the north were from the Grimwith/Grassington area but there were also several records 

from the top of the Dale with a group of 4 including a juvenile at Starbotton (July), 1 at Buckden and even 

1 at Yockenthwaite (both in June).  There were also several records from two gardens in Grassington and 

Threshfield with the last record on 12
th
 April.  The equivalent stronghold in the south is at Otley 

(accounting for 30% of southern sightings), where they were reported to be thriving with peak count during 

the breeding season of 9 in June when birds were seen carrying food.  Although the species is subject to 

local winter movement out of our area and/or to lowland sites there was the occasional record from Otley 

after the summer with one very high count of 12+ in the reedbed on 12
th
 November (AJ).  There were also 

sparse records from across the south with 3 pairs at Blubberhouses, 2 pairs at Knotford where males were 

seen carrying food in early June, 1 pair at High Royds, Menston, 2 pairs at Chelker and 5 on Draughton 

Heights with a juvenile seen there in late July.  There was a good number of garden records from the south 

from Otley (2 gardens), Burley (2), Ben Rhydding (2) and Ilkley (1) – all but one of these were in the first 

quarter with one June sighting from Ben Rhydding. 
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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS TO THE WHARFEDALE NATURALIST 

 

Address  by post to:  David Leather, Woodlands, Panorama Drive, Ilkley, LS29 9RA 

  Anne Riley, Woodhill, Station Road, Burley in Wharfefdale, West Yorkshire LS29 7NT 

by Email to:   davidleather@btinternet.com  

  j.a.riley@btinternet.com  

Deadlines: general articles and reports of society activities should be received by 31
st
 December; recorders’ 

reports by 31
st
 January. 

Computer program: if you use Microsoft Word, use the font Times New Roman and 11 point font size  

Margins: can use Page Setup to make margins 2cm for top, left and right, and 3cm at the bottom of the page. 

Paragraphs: no indent for first paragraph below heading. After that an indent of two spaces (two taps on the 

space bar), leaving no lines blank. 

Inverted commas: use single inverted commas, except for quotations within quotations. 

Dates:  put the day before the month eg 24
th
 March (using th etc. so that there is no confusion with other 

numbers given). 

M-dash:  use an elongated dash (rather than a hyphen) eg for a pause in a sentence, with a single space 

before and after. In Word a long dash can be achieved by typing two hyphens as you write (or insert from 

‘symbol’). 

Numbers: in articles (except in Recorders reports) spell out numbers from 1 to 10: one, two, three etc. 

(except in a series of numbers), then use the digits, 11, 12 etc. 

Species names: In general articles use lower case for common English names of species. No capitals. 

Please don’t use ‘Headers and Footers’ or ‘Markup’ as under ‘View’ in MS Word 

Note:  100s, 1920s (no apostrophe) 

  Grass Wood (singular) 

  Strid Wood (singular) 

  Penyghent (we now write as one word) 

  Kex Gill and Trollers Gill (not Ghyll), but Heber’s Ghyll and March Ghyll 

Illustrations are welcome in the form of photographs or drawings, together with captions and should be 

separate from articles, reports or records. Please send high resolution (large) files. If photographs are to be 

integrated with text please send a copy showing where photos should be embedded. 

Colour photographs for the colour pages should be both sharp and of high quality. They should have been 

taken in Wharfedale during the year of the review and should indicate where the photograph was taken. They 

should be of special or unusual interest. Please send a maximum of five photographs to the editors. 

 

Editors 

 

Colour Illustrations: 

Front and back cover photographs and design: Anne Riley. Key to moths (Left to right): Spectacle, Red 

Underwing, Buff Arches, Burnished Brass, Purple Thorn, Elephant Hawk Moth, Brown China-mark, Large 

Emerald. 

Colour pages photographs: Nyree Fearnley (NF), Roger Goulden (RG), Harry Jevons (HJ), David Leather 

(DL), Ros Lilley (RL), Collin Williams (CW), and Michael Lüth (Member of the British Bryological 

Society). 
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