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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

MAY 2010 TO APRIL 2011

SUMMER PROGRAMME – Tuesday Evening Nature Walks
4 May 2010
11 May
18 May
25 May
8 June
15 June
22 June
29 June

Barden and Strid Wood
Nell Bank Outdoor Education Centre
Eccup
Fewston
Adel Church – a Living Churchyard
Timble Ings – Owls (8pm till late)
Grimwith – Ferns et al
Otley Wetland Nature Reserve

Peter Riley
John Hobson
David Smith
Peter Riley
Mary Larner
Ken and Pat Limb
Bruce Brown
Nevil Bowland

WINTER PROGRAMME 2010-2011 Tuesdays starting 7.30pm. Christchurch, The Grove, Ilkley
14 Sept 2010

Ancient Woodlands (interval with tea and coffee)
Geoff Lomas (YW)
Presentations by Members
Mike Atkinson, Julia Kay
Wildlife, Wild Places
John Gardener
Ethiopia, the Roof of Africa
John Mather
Dormice
Paul Sheehan
Recorders‘ Presentations
Nicky Vernon, Nevil Bowland
Life and Colour in our Northwest Coastal Waters
Ron Crosby
No Blue Tits in the Hebrides?
John Flood
Otley Wetland Nature Reserve (interval with tea and coffee) Peter and Anne Riley
Rodley Nature Reserve
Peter and Barbara Murphy
The RSPB in Northern England
Laurence Rose
The Future of the White-clawed Crayfish
Stephanie Peay
Mysterious Mosses: Discovering Bryophytes in Wharfedale Gordon Haycock
The Flora of Derbyshire
Ken Balkow
Rombalds/Ilkley Moor
Gavin Edwards, Danny Jackson
Annual General Meeting (interval tea and coffee)
Wharfedale: Landscape and Flowers
David Alred
Recorders‘ Evening: Highlights of 2010

28 Sept
12 Oct
26 Oct
9 Nov
23 Nov
14 Dec
11 Jan 2011
25 Jan
8 Feb
22 Feb
8 March
22 March
29 March

Botany Section Outings 2010 (Thursdays)
29 Apr
Dob Park area
13 May
Pickles Gill, Bolton Abbey Estate
18 May (Tues) Teesdale Flowers (minibus)
27 May
Cray
3 June
Scargill
17 June
Beckermonds Hay Meadows
1 July
Ripon, Quarry Moor
15 July
Timble Ings
5 August
Ilkley Moor
26 August
Threshfield, Skirethorns to Homestead
9 Sept
Grass Wood – Fruits and Seeds

Summer Visits 2010

Geology Field Trips 2010 (Neil Aitkenhead)

Fungus Foray 2010

8 June
10 Aug
28 Sept

17 Oct (Sun)

19 June (Sat)
26 July (Sat)
10 July (Sat)
18 July (Sun)
27 July (Tues)
31 July (Sat)

Deer Spotting Fountains and Studley Royal
2 Oct (Sat)
with Nevil Bowland

Barden Bridge to Appletreewick
Baildon Bank and Baildon Hill
Conistone to Mossdale Scar

Westy Bank Wood, Bolton Abbey

Winter Coach Outing 2010
20 Nov (Sat)

Birding Days 2010
1 May (Sat)
15 May (Sat)
3 June (Thurs)
12 June (Sat)
18 Sept (Sat)
14 Oct (Tues)

Butterflies at Scargill House
Coach Outing – Saltholme, Teesside
Kilnsey (moths, bees, butterflies, fls)
Nethergill Farm, Oughtershaw
Rodley Nature Reserve
Otley Wetland Nature Reserve

Blake Dean near Hebden Bridge
Fairburn Ings
Nosterfield and High Batts
Grimwith Reservoir
Saltholme RSPB Reserve
Blacktoft Sands and North Cave

Martin Mere Wildfowl and Wetland

Coffee Morning
Saturday 6th Nov 2010
10am to 12 noon, Clarke Foley Centre, Ilkley.

Winter Walk round Swinsty Reservoir 2011
8 Jan 2011
Meet Swinsty Moor car park 9.15am
with Peter and Anne Riley

Microscope Evenings Clarke Foley Centre
First Tuesday of each month October to March 7.30pm.

Annual Dinner
17 Mar 2011 (Thurs)

2

Chevin Lodge

CONTENTS
The year’s Programme of Events
Foreword
General Articles
Too Early, poem
The Millstone Grit of Ilkley Moor
A Long Bird Walk from Grassington
Goosanders Around Otley (and other tales)
No More hedgehogs
Avian Design and Build, poem
Arcadia – or—Tenerife and its Plants
Hooked on Spiders
Bees, Hoverflies and Biological Recording
A Pleasure to See
A Newcomer to the Microscope Group
Society Activities in 2010
Microscope Group
Geological Field Excursions
Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits Nature Reserve
June Visit to Saltholme, Teesside
Winter Walk round Swinsty Reservoir
Obituaries
Records for 2010
Weather
Botany
Ferns
Bryophytes (Mosses and Liverworts)
Amphibians
Mammals
Butterflies
Moths
Colour Pages
Micro Moths
Dragonflies and Damselflies
Ladybirds
Bumblebees
Birds
Map of WNS Recording Area

Page
The President

2
4

Linda Lee
David Leather
Brendan Threlfall
Denis O‘Connor
Jenny Dixon
Linda Lee
Mike Atkinson
Pam Braithwaite
Melanie Fryer
J Brenda Parkin

5
5
8
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Heather Burrow
Neil Aitkenhead
Steve Parkes
Joan Armitage
Anne Riley

18
18
18
19
20
20

Julie Tight
21
Nicky Vernon
23
Bruce Brown
42
Gordon Haycock
44
Nevil Bowland
45
Nevil Bowland
46
David Howson
48
Peter Riley
54
between pages 56 and 57
Peter Murphy
57
David Alred
57
Nevil Bowland
59
Anne Riley
59
John Flood
60
124

Illustrations
Cover photographs and design: Anne Riley (front and back cover)
Colour page photographs:
Nyree Fearnley (NF), Carmen Horner (CH), David Howson (DH),
Julia Kay (JK), David Leather (DL), Colin Williams (CRW)
Other illustrations: Bradford Ornithological Group (Song Thrush p5), English Nature (pp 9, 95, 96),
David Armitage (DA), Mike Atkinson (MA), Bruce Brown (BB), Heather Burrow (HB), Jenny Dixon (JD),
Nyree Fearnley (NF), Gordon Haycock (GH), David Howson (DH), David Leather (DL), Barbara Murphy
(BM), Denis O‘Connor (D O‘C), Paul Smith (PS), Leon Truscott (LT), Nicky Vernon (botany report
drawings)

3

FOREWORD
The contents of this Review clearly show that the
Society has had yet another successful year with a
wide variety of well-attended natural history talks
and events, continuing progress on the four nature
reserves in which we have a direct interest, more
support given to local conservation projects and
membership maintained in excess of five hundred.

stronghold. We were unlucky with the Butterfly
and Dragonfly days both of which were affected
by bad weather which is hardly conducive to
watching insects.
Both Coach Trips were again well supported
featuring the ‗usual‘ Martin Mere trip and a new
trip to the RSPB Reserve at Saltholme which was
clearly a very pleasant eye-opener for many
attendees. The staple fare of the Coffee Morning
and the Annual Dinner were much appreciated by
those who attended and enhanced the social
dimension of our activities.

The weather, as you will see from Julie Tight‘s
report, was a strange mix with a really cold
winter, a mostly sunny and dry spring and early
summer, a less clement late summer, gorgeous
autumn and finishing as we began with a very
cold December. This has produced mixed fortunes
for our wildlife although insects at least seem to
have had a better summer than in recent years.

Our Recorders continue to do a splendid job for
the Society. We must never forget they are our
bedrock. The lack of obvious successors continues
to be a concern hence the offer of a Skills Bursary
for Members wishing to enhance their natural
history knowledge. If you feel this may be of
interest please do not hesitate to approach a
Society Officer to see if we can help.

Generally speaking the early Winter Programme
talks seem to have been well received, covering
wildlife experiences varying from the Antarctic to
Orkney and a few places in between! The later
talks featured a number of our Members all of
whom were unsurprisingly well-received and
appreciated. One external Speaker, John
Gardener, attracted rave reviews and we shall
certainly be seeing him again in the near future.
The ‗double-bill‘ evenings were again a success
and these will therefore continue to feature in
future. The Microscope Evenings were well
supported with one or two new faces coming on
board as well – always good to see. Outdoor
events included Deer Spotting and the usual
Fungus Foray both of which provided variety to
the Programme.

We continued to provide valuable financial
support to local conservation projects including
those with which we are closely associated. I hope
all Members will agree that this is a most valuable
additional dimension to our activities, not least
given the threats to our wildlife which an
organisation like ours cannot ignore. The four
Reserves where we are particularly active, namely
Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits, Grass Wood, Otley
Wetland and Sun Lane continue to be wellsupported by our volunteers although the weather
forced more Working Party cancellations than we
have ever experienced in the past. In this context
the financial and volunteer support we have given
in recent times to the Low Dam area below
Thruscross certainly appeared to pay off this
summer as the area remained wet (as it is
supposed to do) through the early dry period, to
the benefit of the flowers and insects. Your
Committee are well aware that this is your money
that is being spent so please rest assured that we
are assiduous in ensuring that the money is used
wisely for projects that really will make a
difference to nature conservation at the local level.

The Summer Programme was particularly full this
year not least because the Botanists laid on eleven
events which must be some kind of record! This
effort was supplemented by eight Tuesday
evening walks, seven ‗special‘ visits and Birding
and Geology walks – clearly something for
everyone which was obviously well appreciated
by members, judging by attendances. The
‗specials‘ included a superb moth trap at Kilnsey
Trout Farm and yet another productive visit
(albeit not helped by rain) to Nethergill Farm at
Oughtershaw which members Chris and Fiona
Clark are rapidly turning into a wildlife
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Not surprisingly, given our membership numbers,
our finances continue in a very healthy state hence
our concern to ensure that the money is put to
good use. We are, after all, a Charity and not a
Bank (!) and we must never be guilty of hoarding
money when we can put it to good use in
furtherance of our Objectives.

they Officers, Committee members, Recorders,
event organisers and/or volunteers but also all
those Members who are simply happy to support
us by paying their subscriptions. This splendidlycompiled Review is ample testimony to all the
work that goes in to making our Society so
successful.
With best wishes,
Peter Riley
President

As usual I must finish with a big thank you to all
those who have given their time and effort
towards ensuring that we continue to flourish, be

TOO EARLY
He‘s there again –
but it‘s still February
and it‘s only 5.15 am!
Nevertheless, despite the dark and cold:
penetrating, repeated phrases
are ringing out from the tall lime tree –
waking all our neighbours.
But try not to mind –
you‘ve got to admire
the repertoire, the range of notes,
that beautiful clear, insistent tone –
after all, it‘s nearly Spring,
and the Song Thrush just has to sing.
Linda Lee

THE MILLSTONE GRIT OF ILKLEY MOOR
Back to the Carboniferous (359 to 299 million years ago)
The rock of coarse sandstone known as ‗millstone grit‘ is hugely important in the formation of landscapes
across the north of England, and Ilkley Moor is a prime example of the moorland scenery that becomes
established where these rocks lie beneath. On the south side of the Wharfe valley and above the town of
Ilkley, millstone grit forms the steep edge of Ilkley Moor with rocky outcrops all along from the Cow and
Calf Rocks to the crags above Addingham, with Hangingstones, Rocky Valley and Ilkley Crags standing out
above the town. Millstone grit country provides and has provided the inhabitants with deposits of peat, acid
soils, heather moors, prehistoric carvings, millstones, building stone, supplies of soft water and attractive
rocky scenery.
If you walk over Ilkley Moor towards the highest point, you notice that it rises in steps, each with a steep
‗edge‘, often with a crag of hard gritstone. Each step forms the position of one of the five or six gritstone
bands present here. Each band may be up to 40 or 50 metres thick and some of them are given names by
geologists such as Addingham Edge Grit which forms the Cow and Calf rocks, and Kinderscout Grit which
makes up the highest part of the moor. There is little sign of the softer shales, equally thick, which are
sandwiched between the gritstone bands and which, alternating with the hard gritstones, are responsible for
the stepped nature of the moor. The shales are easily eroded and are only seen where moorland streams have
cut deep gullies as in Backstone Beck below the Crocodile Rock.
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Millstone grit is made up of cemented sand grains, predominantly of translucent, sub-angular quartz grains,
but about a quarter of the rock is made up of feldspar grains, which look creamy or pinkish in colour.
Sometimes present are flakes of white mica, pebbles of milky or clear quartz and even small bits of granite.
The presence of rock fragments and certain rare minerals in the millstone grit provide clues that point to
Greenland and Norway as the source of the sediments, and the three minerals quartz, feldspar and mica
suggest rapid erosion of mountains made of granite or gneiss. In the time before the opening up of the
Atlantic Ocean, Greenland and Scandinavia were close together to the north of Scotland, and this is where
the sediments came from.
A considerable amount of study of the millstone grit1 and the intervening shales has led to a detailed
interpretation of the ancient environment. Its origins go back to a time 320 to 315 million years ago when the
Ilkley area was just a few degrees north of the Equator. The sandstones and shales of today were then soft
sediments of sands and muds deposited in a huge delta that stretched over the whole of the north of England
and out in to the present North Sea area. It can be compared with the present Mississippi Delta with a big
river that had its origin in northern mountains. The position of Ilkley Moor was in the middle of the delta
where there was a great system of branching and meandering channels, with delta lobes building out into
deeper seas further south.
The hot sun shone vertically down on the delta with equatorial rain falling most afternoons. It was a very
suitable climate for life, both in and out of the water. There was more oxygen in the atmosphere then which
enabled animals to grow bigger, and for insects to fly more easily. There were giant dragonflies with a
wingspan of half a metre, enormous centipedes up to two metres long, huge cockroaches up to 40cm long,
gigantic two metre water scorpions, and a few large crocodile-sized amphibians that ambled in and out of the
water. Life for shellfish on the delta sands was impossible because sand was continually being deposited and
moved about, but on raised levees and swamps away from the rushing river channels, a dense forest of giant
horsetails and clubmosses like the scale tree Lepidodendron were able to grow, with many kinds of fern
making up the undergrowth. In the lagoons and rivers swam large armoured fish, there were also small fish
with sharp teeth and glistening scales and even primitive sharks. Out in the open sea, below the action of
waves and tides, there lived shell fish that had thin and often ornate shells. These included bivalves, like the
beautiful Dunbarella, and a group with chambered shells related to the modern Nautilus – this group were
the goniatites.
Occasionally sea level rose sharply and flooded the delta for a long period, producing deep water all the
way across from Ireland, through Yorkshire and as far as Russia. We know this from fossil goniatites (left)
which lived in true marine conditions, and the same species
occur in both the Pennines and in Russia. Goniatites are very
useful fossils to the geologist because they evolved rapidly, had
a wide geographical area and give a definite order to the strata.
However, they are rather rare and difficult to find on Ilkley
Moor.
The sea deepened and became shallow again in regular cycles,
producing a rhythmic sedimentation, also known as cycles (or
cyclothems). There are about fifty cycles with a total thickness
of 1,800m of millstone grit strata. In modern geological terms,
each cycle of sedimentation begins with a ‗marine band‘ of
black shale or mudstone that contains the rounded fossil
imprints of goniatites. The marine bands are generally just a few centimetres thick, but some are much
thicker, but are vitally important in sorting out the sequence of the rocks. Above the black shales come grey
siltstones and fine sandstones that represent the delta slope, and then come the coarser buff coloured
sandstones of the distributary channels on the delta top. When the sea level was particularly low a fossil soil
or ‗seat-earth‘ is present followed by a thin coal seam, such as can be seen in the Spicey Gill quarries near
Keighley Road. Then the next cycle starts with black marine shale as the millstone grit delta is flooded by
the sea again.

1

The Millstone Grit together with the Coal Measures above make up the Upper Carboniferous.
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The reason for all these cycles is a combination of two things. Firstly there was a great Ice Age present
during Carboniferous time, a rare event in the history of the earth. And secondly, it was the 100,000 year
Milankovitch cycle that caused the ice cap to melt and build up, which in turn caused the seas to become
alternately deeper and shallower. The regular swing in climate was governed by the Milankovitch cycle,
when the earth‘s orbit round the sun changes from being slightly eccentric oval to circular over a 100,000
year period. The same Milankovitch ‗eccentricity‘ cycle is still with us and has affected our own Ice Age
which has swung regularly from glacial to interglacial periods during the last two million years. The ice cap
that built up in Carboniferous times, especially at the South Pole on the great land mass of Gondwanaland,
was sensitive to relatively small changes in temperature, rather like a giant thermometer, but had a
devastating effect on sea level, which increased or decreased by 100 metres or more during each cycle. When
sea level dramatically fell, the millstone grit delta more or
less dried up so that soils formed and forests established
themselves. When the ice melted, the seas deepened and
flooded the delta completely, leaving a layer of marine
mud. If the climate had been warmer in the Carboniferous
with no ice cap, then changes in sea level would have been
negligible.
In the mid 1990s an important and surprising discovery
was made on Ilkley Moor. The British Geological Survey
were re-mapping the Bradford area and, in order to obtain
a more continuous succession of strata, two boreholes
were drilled into Rombalds Moor. At Bradup, Ilkley Road,
on the southwest slopes of the moor, the hole reached
202m below the surface and, at Hag Farm in Burley
Woodhead, a second hole reached a depth of 136m. The
locations of the boreholes were carefully chosen so that
the two complemented each other to produce 292m of
continuous strata. The rock cores that came out, now
housed at the BGS headquarters at Keyworth near
Nottingham, produced some fascinating results which Dr
Neil Aitkenhead, surveyor of the moor‘s geology,
interpreted.
He discovered a succession of closely spaced laminae or
varves (left), thin layers from 3 to 15mm thick in grey
siltstones, typical of the delta front. These layers were
found to vary in thickness, becoming continuously thicker
or thinner in groups of 14 and 28, closely resembling the
timing of neap and spring tides across fortnightly intervals
(see the bar graph below)2. Dr Aitkenhead was the first in
England to recognise tidal laminites as they are termed.
(There had been similar recent discoveries in the USA and
Scotland prior to this.) The rate of deposition of the
Slabbed cores from the two boreholes
laminites was considerable, with the accumulation of a
metre of sediments in two months. Tidal energy was
slightly higher in Carboniferous times, though not appreciably so. Tidal laminites are proving valuable to
astronomers in that they indicate the changes in length of the lunar month3. Examples of the tidal laminites
can be seen at ground level before the entrance to the Cow and Calf quarry and in the siltstones on the side of
the ravine formed in Backstone Beck below the Crocodile Rock.
N Aitkenhead and N Riley, 1996: Kinderscoutian and Marsdenian successions in the Bradup and Hag Farm boreholes, near Ilkley, West
Yorkshire. (Proceedings of the Yorkshire Geological Society, Vol 51 pp115-126)
2

3

Vital in calculations of tidal friction and the changes in the distance of the Moon from the Earth over time.
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Examples of thickness variations from the two boreholes

The sandstones and shales that make up the Millstone Grit Group form a total thickness of 1,800 metres –
over one mile – deposition being spread over about five million years. The rate of deposition throughout the
whole of that time averages only 0.36mm per year. But consider the huge thickness of the millstone grit and
how this vast pile of sediment managed to accumulate: as layers of sand and mud were deposited, their
weight depressed the earth‘s crust slightly across the delta, the same effect that an ice cap has on the crust,
and so there was room for more sediments, and so on. It was a ‗subsiding basin‘ which continually kept
filling as well as building out into deeper water to the south.
In spite of the teeming life on the delta, very little of it ever became fossilised.
Sand is a very poor medium for the preservation of fossils as there is always air
or water in the pores which leads to decay. And even an imprint on coarse sand
is not likely to provide much detail. The only fossils you are likely to see in the
moorland rocks around Ilkley are plant remains, either the stripy pith casts
(from the softer heartwood of Carboniferous trees) or the diamond shaped leaf
scars of Lepidodendron, the scale tree. Both of these may be seen along the
path through Rocky Valley, for example. If you‘re lucky you might also come
across impressions of the horsetail Calamites with closely spaced parallel
markings and bands of nodes. All of these are fragments and debris of trees and
Lepidodendron
branches that must have fallen into river channels, got washed along and then
Leaf scars on tree bark (DL)
became covered over with sand.
At the end of millstone grit time, further great thicknesses of the coal measures and younger deposits
covered the whole area. The sediments became deeply buried, compacted and cemented into hard rock. Earth
movements tilted and faulted the strata and, at a later stage, the thick cover was eroded away to reveal the
millstone grit once more.
David Leather

A LONG BIRD WALK FROM GRASSINGTON
Species count day, 30th May 2010
I‘ve often read of ‗bird race‘ days where teams compete to see who can see the most species of birds in a 24
hour period. Generally this involves a day long dash across a particular county to see as many species as
possible. I decided to try out my own twist on the format and see how many species I could see in a day on
foot starting and finishing in Grassington. I set off the 30 th May with my long suffering (though fortunately
fairly interested) partner Suzanna for company.
I‘d prepared the itinerary in some detail and had a list of ‗targets‘ and ‗possibles‘. I had in mind a very
optimistic day total of eighty species but knew this would require a good day and a significant slice of luck.
We were well prepared and the weather was looking good but nagging doubts were creeping in as I woke at
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the crack of dawn: would two weeks earlier have been better? Would the woods be quieter than expected?
Surely we would miss some ‗easy‘ species which would scupper our chances of a good total?
House sparrow earned the distinction of being the first bird recorded as the living room curtains were
opened. The first few minutes as we walked down to Grassington Bridge in the twilight saw the birds coming
thick and fast. It was all about picking up the sounds at this stage, though we could just about make out some
of the species in the dawn light. Song thrush sang loudly, rooks went ‗grr‘ and greenfinches wheezed. The
stretch of river between the bridge and Grass Wood saw us getting off to a good start: the charismatic dipper
was easily seen and became our twenty first species. pied and grey wagtail, grey heron and common
sandpiper were all in the notebook by the time we reached the woods; and both green and great spotted
woodpecker were recorded just beyond the Ghaistrills.
We knew the next section, that of scouring Grass Wood, was ‗make or break‘. We needed to record some of
the Dales‘ specials here such as pied flycatcher as well as a range of commoner birds that could easily elude
us on the day such as bullfinch. We had just missed the dawn chorus and, given the time of year, there was
less birdsong than we‘d hoped. Nonetheless we made some good early progress in Lower Grass Wood, with
spotted flycatcher and tree pipit soon becoming species numbers 37 and 38 respectively. The expected
blackcap, garden warbler, nuthatch and treecreeper were noted before we got lucky with two species that
were bonuses at this stage: a buzzing redpoll followed by a cuckoo which flew over the road.
Heading across the road and up through the car park we aimed for our next target bird: pied flycatcher.
Sure enough the distinctive song of the flycatcher was soon heard and we were fortunate enough to have
fleeting views of a hyperactive male, whilst a further singing male could be heard not too far distant. We
then skirted the road and headed on the path out towards Park Stile. Surprisingly we had yet to find a coal tit
but we soon remedied this to take us to species number 48. As we climbed back into the woods on the way to
Bastow Wood we were pleased to hear a singing chiffchaff.
Bastow Wood was bathed in beautiful morning sunlight at around 8:15 as we hopped over the wall and
wandered through the wood. A pair of bullfinch here was a great bonus, particularly given my inkling that
we would miss out on this species. A brief redstart was a relief and surprisingly ended up being the only one
recorded all day. Tree pipits kept us entertained with some fantastic views of up to three males
songflighting. Even better were good views of a cuckoo perched on a bush and repeatedly harassed by
meadow pipits before flying off.
We sat down for a well earned break, a few jaffa cakes as we pondered tactics (or in reality I did whilst
Suzanna had a cheeky snooze!). We‘d had a strong start but inevitably it had not all been plain sailing. We
hadn‘t seen or heard wood warbler and both goosander and sparrowhawk were yet to be recorded (though I
was relying purely on luck for a sighting of the latter). It was at this stage that I realised at least one flaw in
my plan for the day. I had dreamt up an optimistic strategy involving scanning for distant coot at Kilnsey
Trout farm, only to realise once we were in position above Bastow Wood that tree cover meant we had no
chance!
Suitably refreshed we set off on the Dales Way before cutting off to head
uphill to Barras (Bare House) on the moor. The next hour was pretty slow
going: skylark, wheatear and lapwing were expected additions on the
limestone pavement, and I was pleased to get buzzard near Barras to take
us to species number 60. But the hoped for grey partridge in the fields in
this area unfortunately did not materialise. As soon as we joined the track
heading up the moor from Yarnbury things quickly picked up. Red grouse
was easily ticked off but the highlight here was a singing ring ouzel at
9:45. Carrying on birding, I heard a golden plover before a peregrine
flew over us both, chasing a pigeon. This capped a great spell and helped
us to finalise our route. We were now set on heading straight for Mossy
Moor reservoir rather than risking a fairly long detour for merlin.
Ring Ouzel
I had high hopes for Mossy Moor – it is one of my favourite local patches
and had already proved excellent for waders so far this spring. In the end the reservoir exceeded even these
expectations and set us firmly on course for the holy grail of eighty species. A singing reed bunting was in
the rushy fields on the path up to the reservoir and once there we soon added dunlin and redshank. Closer
examination revealed two ringed plover and, to my complete surprise, a shelduck. I can safely say I‘ve
never been more excited to see a shelduck (a first for my Mossy Moor list!). But even better was species
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number 70 that caught my eye as I scanned through the 15 Dunlin feeding on the shore: a sanderling! This
was an excellent Mossy Moor record and prompted me to send a few celebratory texts with the news.
Subsequent checks on Birdguides showed there had been a small inland passage of this coastal wader. A
common gull bathing on the shore was less exciting but equally important for our expanding list.
Buoyed by the sanderling we struck out cross-country to pick up the path heading towards Blea Beck
reservoirs. Having had some great views of golden plover we reached the reservoirs and picked up some
much needed water birds: teal and tufted duck. Striking out over Scabbed Hill and across towards Grimwith
meant another long stretch without adding any new species but the prize of Grimwith beckoned us on. As we
scrambled down the intriguingly named Crakeless Bank my ears pricked up at the sound of a singing
whinchat. After much scanning I eventually found the smart male. The well documented decline of the
Whinchat in our area meant I‘d relegated this species to only an outside possibility for the day.
At the reservoir itself we finally recorded a kestrel and for once the resident Canada geese were a
welcome sighting. Another bonus bird came in the form of a woodcock flushed as we skirted the shore in the
northwest of the reservoir whilst more expected were the snipe in the fields nearby. As we headed across
towards Burnsall I battled exhaustion to scan the distant hillsides around Barden hoping speculatively for a
red kite but it wasn‘t to be. For the final stretch along the river from Burnsall we were on an excellent but
tantalising 79 species. We had an obvious ‗easy‘ water bird left to see though and sure enough a goosander
near Hebden took us to the hoped for 80. Any thoughts of a late evening excursion for tawny owl were
quickly ditched and we collapsed back home 14 hours after having set off. But I did vaguely scan from the
house window for one glaring easy species we‘d missed: the humble moorhen!
Overall the day was a great success and an experience I would highly recommend. I‘d be interested to see
how other WNS members fared in a similar species count day in our area (with or without a car!) I think
beating 80 in the Grassington area could prove tough, particularly given that our list included some real
surprises (sanderling being a prime example but we had a few others). Having said that, there were a few
easy extra species (moorhen, linnet and tawny owl) and some ‗possibles‘ (sparrowhawk, kingfisher, merlin
and wigeon) that we missed. I‘ll certainly be having another try sometime soon!
Brendan Threlfall

GOOSANDERS AROUND OTLEY...
These spectacular diving, fish-eating ducks nest in holes in trees and often can only find a suitable site some
distance from the nearest water.
In early spring near Leathley Hall, I
watched a female, obviously prospecting
for a nest hole, make repeated attempts to
land in a big old oak tree, only to be
repelled on each occasion by the indignant
resident jackdaws.
A few months later a female led a line of
seven ducklings through our Otley garden
which backs on to Farnley Woods. They
ignored the pond and vanished under the
hedge and back into the woods, clearly on
their way to the Wharfe, a quarter of a mile
away.
Perhaps they all survived as, in June, I
surprised a mother goosander with seven full-sized young on the river by Gallows Hill. With their flight
feathers not yet fully developed, they half flew and half swam as they fled downstream.
Goosanders can be seen along the Wharfe in most months of the year, although the majority depart in late
summer to moult in Norway before returning in the autumn. Small numbers may have a winter roost at
Lindley Wood Reservoir although their biggest roost in England is at Eccup Reservoir in north Leeds, with
an average winter maximum of about 100. Doing the monthly count there for several years I was never sure
whether I was estimating their true numbers as some would still be flying in as the evening light was fading.
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LATE SUMMER FROGLETS
Having neglected the lawn for so long that it had turned into a wild flower meadow,
before cutting I spent an age sweeping the area for dozens of froglets, which had
emerged from the garden ponds. The size of a fingernail, these were the lucky few to
have survived the predation of dragonfly larvae and newts as tadpoles. In three years
they may return as adults to spawn in the same ponds. Meanwhile they may still be
encountered in damp places around the garden before returning to pond bottoms or
crowding together beneath rocks or logs to hibernate.
Less common garden visitors are toads which usually only spawn in bigger ponds. Toadlets also emerge in
late summer and are darker and more snub-nosed than the tiny frogs. Locally they may be found on the paths
around their breeding sites at Gallows Hill, Otley Wetlands or Low Dam.
ELEPHANTS IN THE GARDEN
For three weeks in August, two elephant hawk moth caterpillars, at three inches the
biggest I have ever seen, browsed their way up and down willowherb plants beside
our garden pond. They had the curved spike on the last body segment characteristic
of hawk moth larvae. They get their name from the trunk-like nose which, when they
sense danger, can be withdrawn into the head causing it to swell and emphasise the
eye-like spots, two on each side of the head, giving the appearance of a sinister small
snake.
The threat was presumably sufficient to deter any of our garden bird predators as
both survived until, as the pink willowherb flowers were seeding and the leaves were
dying back, they vanished. Hopefully they had moved down to the ground to pupate
and pass the winter in a secure spot until their emergence as beautiful pink and brown
moths in early summer next year.
The caterpillars do seem to have a liking for purple flowering plants and have even
been found eating Himalayan Balsam. Gardening websites are full of comments from
people who have reacted with shock, horror or admiration when finding these
monsters chomping on their favourite fuchsias.
Denis O‘Connor
NO MORE HEDGEHOGS
At last the spring of 2010 had arrived and I was ready. I was determined to carry on my study of the
hedgehogs that visit our garden: I had laid in stocks of hog food, tippex for marking each individual and a
logbook in which to write my observations. Over the past three years I had kept notes on a large and shifting
population – one year as many as eighteen individuals had been marked and, on a good evening three would
visit, sometimes separately but sometimes their visits overlapping. There was every reason to hope.
I started looking out for droppings on the lawn in late March, persisted well into April and intermittently
put out food and waited, binoculars to hand, at the garden room window. Absolutely nothing! I was
disappointed and baffled. Surely such a healthy population could not just disappear. The winter of 2009 – 10
had been severe, but this actually benefits hibernating hedgehogs. They do not keep waking up and using
valuable brown fat reserves to rouse themselves as they do in milder winters. What could have happened?
The answer didn‘t become clear till late July. I still scanned the lawn for droppings on most mornings, and
it was while I was doing this that I noticed a number of round depressions in the rain-softened turf. These
were not randomly spread like squirrel diggings but followed a meandering line across the front lawn, down
the side of the house and across the back lawn to the neighbour‘s hedge. To me, this looked like the work of
a badger hunting worms (or other invertebrates) on its nightly wanderings. Then, in one of these snout-holes,
my gardener, Gary, discovered telltale white bristles. I began leaving tasty snacks of peanuts, cat biscuits and
bread and honey on the back lawn, which all disappeared overnight. Then – proof positive! Gary found a
badger latrine near the front gate – a small pit scooped out of the earth filled with dung liberally spotted with
plum stones.
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Badgers are the one species that can successfully deal with a hedgehog. Strong front claws rip open the
prickly ball and the unfortunate hog becomes a satisfying meal. (Some foxes do learn the trick but it‘s much
more difficult for them.) A hog‘s only defence is avoidance and, since they have excellent sense of smell and
acute hearing, they can soon suss out where badgers are and make a tactical retreat. I think this is what must
have happened in my garden. You just can‘t have both hedgehogs and badgers.
However, it‘s quite something to be visited by badgers. I continued my provision of snacks and began to
keep watch. As August advanced, I got lucky. Our family were visiting when, on the 13th August at 10.00pm,
I glanced out of the kitchen window and there was a young male badger snaffling up peanuts in the full beam
of the security light. I called the family – and my stepson whipped out his camera and took several still
photos and a couple of minutes video as the badger, his meal finished, sauntered off, pausing only to raise his
leg against a lavender bush and then elevate his rear end to scent mark, and disappeared round the corner of
the trellis. Tremendous excitement. The next night – rather later – my granddaughter and I watched two
female badgers enjoying our hospitality. I was in my forties when I saw my first live badger; Megan is
fourteen.
From then on until early November the badgers
visited most evenings, mostly just one or two – but,
on a few occasions, three together. On these occasions
it was fascinating to watch the interactions – who was
comfortable sharing a heap with whom and who
definitely snapped a warning at any approach too
close. Even if I didn‘t see them I could tell when
they‘d been. Badgers are very thorough feeders: the
little heaps of food were cleaned up to the last grain,
the grass thoroughly lipped and licked for traces. As
Badgers (JD)
the autumn drew on they came earlier and earlier until
on 9th November, my favourite, a little female I called Sheba, was there at 6.50pm. Since then the cold
weather and the long nights have put an end to my watching. I occasionally put out food and, occasionally,
it‘s gone by morning but, though badgers don‘t hibernate, they are not going to waste energy foraging across
a snowy or frosty terrain – better stay cosy in the sett and live off your fat!
So, I guess I shall have to wait till Spring to see whether it‘s going to be hedgehogs or badgers in 2011.
Jenny Dixon

AVIAN DESIGN AND BUILD
The gift of instinct
provides the guidance
to find the right site
upon which to build,
to select fine twigs
and human detritus,
like old binder twine
or scraps of plastic.
Winding and weaving,
nudging and kneading,
skilfully knitting,
securing the nest.
Finally, the lining:
moulding mud, moss or feathers
with dried grass in a cup
designed for new life.
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Linda Lee

ARCADIA – OR – TENERIFE AND ITS PLANTS
Tenerife is one of the larger Canary Islands. Politically it is firmly in Spain, even though it is 600 miles
south of the next nearest bit. A geologist, however, regards it as a small but interesting piece of the Atlantic
Ocean. If your subject is botany you want to claim it for Africa. After all, the nearest Canary Island is only
80 miles off the shores of that vast continent. There‘s nothing wrong with any of these ways of thinking
about Tenerife.
It‘s not a small island, but 80 miles long, and (this is the interesting geological bit) it is really just one big
active volcano in the Atlantic with a lot of extinct or dormant ones. They range in age from seven million
years until the present day. The latest eruption was only 100 years ago, and the next could be anytime soon.
Two million years ago a huge eruption left a ‗caldera‘ ten
miles across, 30 miles round and up to 2,000 ft. deep. The
sides are very steep (the word caldera means ‗stew pot‘).
From the seashores to the summit of El Teide is 25 miles, and
the top reaches over 12,000 feet above sea level, having
started many thousands of feet in the depths. Even without
that, it is the highest peak in Spain – 1,000 feet higher than the
highest Pyrenees and in the same league as the Alps, and early
sailors thought it was the world‘s highest peak.
The original inhabitants were all sold into the Americas as
slaves, every man, woman and child of them. Now nearly a
million people live there, all descendants of settlers. It has
The caldera from the summit of El Teide (MA)
long been popular with visitors and it is regarded as a good
place for ‗messing about in boats‘, or on golf courses. It is also the home of 6,000 species of beetle, 80% of
them endemic (that is, they are found nowhere else in the world).
Tenerife has always had famous visitors. In 1492 Columbus tried to get water there on his way to discover
America, but he was scared off by a volcanic eruption. Our Royal Society made early plans to investigate
the volcano to find out how the great altitude affected life, whether the inhabitants were dwarves, and
whether snowflakes were bigger there, but the plans were put back for fifty years until 1715. In 1797 Nelson
was there fighting the Battle of Santa Cruz. He lost that one, and also his right arm. In 1799 Alexander
Humboldt the great explorer of South America, after whom Chile‘s Humboldt Current is named, visited for
six days and made an ascent of El Teide. In 1830 Charles Darwin as a geology post-grad was on HMS
Beagle‘s four-year voyage. He‘d read Humboldt‘s journals so wanted to call there, but there had been
cholera in Devonport so Beagle was not permitted to land. ‘We saw the sun rise’, he wrote in his notebook,
‘and suddenly illumine the Peak of Tenerife, whilst the lower parts were veiled in fleecy clouds... We have
left perhaps one of the most interesting places in the world.’ But above the low cloud layer the atmosphere
is exceptionally clear and we saw the moon shining high and bright at 10 o‘clock in the morning. There is
now an observatory at 7,350ft, specialising in the study of the sun. So there we were in 2007 with Greentours
of Longnor, Derbyshire on a botanical trip.
The flora immediately strikes you as an odd one. Of the 2,000 native species a quarter are endemic. This is
because it is a ‗relict‘ flora, so called because its isolation has meant that many of its plants originated there
ages ago, and their descendents flourish there still, while their close relatives in other places evolved
divergently. Botanists can tell this from the fossil record. So, many of Tenerife‘s plants survive from
ancestors going back about 250 million years, the beginning of the Mesozoic era. At that time there was no
dry land between Scotland and North Africa – the Iapetus Ocean was laying down on its bed the limestone
for our Dales and for the Alps. Then, around one million years ago, when Europe had long risen above the
waves, all life, squeezed between ice from the north and the deserts from the south, became isolated from its
old homes and all its relatives, and began unchallenged to evolve in its own sweet ways in its new private
ecological niches. Bits of that flora can now be identified in Portugal, North Africa, Saudi Arabia and so on.
Natural scientists call this process ‗adaptive evolution‘.
One fascinating example of all that, is an aggressive climbing plant with beautiful and plenteous berries of a
beautiful pink colour known as ‗amaranth‘. This is Bosea. Worldwide there are only three species in the
genus, one in Cyprus, one in the Himalaya, and the third in Tenerife. It is what we would call a goosefoot,
though if you ever see another goosefoot with berries on it I‘d be glad if you‘d let me know! The
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distribution of the genus witnesses to the fact that long before those ice ages, 140 million years ago, Central
Asia and Cyprus and North Africa were situated not all that far away from each other.
Tenerife has five climatic zones in eight miles, from sea-level beaches to the alpine summit. Often the
volcanic lava comes right down into the sea, so the lowest slopes carry only scant vegetation. At the shore
this is a desert landscape, and we found various xerophytes (dry desert plants) – spurges and succulents. Sun
spurge grows in your garden, but here you could see twelve more spurges.
If you leave the shore behind and go up about 1,500 feet you move into a Mediterranean-woodland-type
flora. This is the top limit for the dragon tree, a kind of lily or asparagus that grows
to 100ft. It is now very scarce except for specimens in cultivation in parks and
gardens, but we did manage to see one in the wild on the crest of a crag at about its
top limit. Here there are more spurges, a strawberry-tree and many other plants,
some from familiar families. There are twelve sowthistles, some shrubby and up to
ten feet in height.
Above all that you enter laurel forest – dominated by members of the sweet bay
family, survivors from the Tertiary Mediterranean flora of 65 million years ago. For
millennia this was the dominant temperate flora, worldwide.
Then there is the pine forest zone, above about 4,000 feet, with Canary pine, rather
like our Scots pine except that if it loses branches, or is cut down, it regenerates.
The last lap is to 7,000 ft., when you reach the ‗stew pot‘ that is the caldera. Here
the plants are again xerophytes, adapted to extremes of temperature, day and night.
So, 300 new plants in a week and photographs of over 100 of them. Huge heathers
and echiums, seven orchids and those twelve sowthistles.
All you can do above this is take the cable car to 12,000 ft., just short of the
summit. Then what a wonder lies before your eyes! The limit is the horizon, and the
distance to that depends on the weather and the visibility, a hundred miles and more.
Dragon Tree (MA)
The next high thing to see would be the Alps, or the Andes, both thousands of miles
away. And the clarity of the air is remarkable.
Some people think there is nothing in Tenerife other than time-shares. Well, there‘s a great deal more than
that! ‗Arcadia – a wonderful place and a far-off dream world'. Not a bad description, and there are flights
from Leeds Bradford International.
Mike Atkinson.

HOOKED ON SPIDERS
Years of looking at fleas, lice, maggots and ticks does not exactly endear us vets to the subject of
entomology, with the notable exception of bees. A number of the profession are ardent bee-keepers, and very
much concerned with their health and well-being.
However, retirement, attending W.N.S. meetings, and evenings spent looking at specimens under the
microscope gradually revived my interest in them. The complicated structure of creatures such as flies and
bugs is incredible. Minute limbs that prove to be covered with even more minute hairs and suction pads, a
front leg with a rounded groove in it. ‗What's that for?‘ ‗It is designed to help the insect clean and wipe the
antennae‘ the very knowledgeable Gordon informed me.
All this amazing detail of design – weeks and sometimes months of growth to perfection – and then the
chances are that the minute the adult emerges something swoops down and eats it! Dodge the predator, aim
for a house, make it through the window – and get sprayed.
Soon it was spiders that had me hooked. They are phenomenal. We tend to talk
about them as if they were a single species, but there are innumerable types and
sizes. A colleague had someone come to his surgery with a large pet bird-eating
spider. He tipped it onto the table where it lay motionless, legs tucked under it,
skin dry and wrinkled. Needing to turn it over, Tim reached for the nearest small
probe which happened to be a thermometer. ‗My God‘ yelled the owner. ‗You
are not going to take its temperature are you?‘ As Tim recounted the story to us
Garden Spider (DL)
we asked if he had managed to do anything with the thing. ‗Cured it!‘ He said
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proudly, ‗I realised it was severely dehydrated.‘
‗How do you put a spider on a fluid drip?‘ came the chorus. ‗Which leg do you use for intravenous work?‘
After a short, far from polite response he explained about using damp cotton wool and moss. It is the
behaviour of these creatures that really intrigues me. Sitting drinking coffee one morning, I heard and saw
close by, an irate fly that had been caught up in a scruffy web in the comer of the window. After a minute or
two of wriggling which only served to get it even more entangled it quietened down. From a crack in the
window frame emerged a very small spider. The creature circled the fly before homing in on its abdomen
well away from its feet. Then it darted forward and as I watched through my magnifying glass injected
venom into the body. A spider has a minute brain, if any, so how did it know where to aim, and how did it
know to wait for the fly to stop struggling and die before wrapping it in web and dragging it back to the hole
in the window frame. The usual reply to this question, ‗It is all in the genes‘ does not really answer it. As the
spider finally disappeared from view, the family returned. ‗Have you had a busy morning?‘ ‗No I spent the
time watching a spider deal with a fly.‘ They were not impressed.
We were on holiday in the States at a big national park in the company of friends. The avenue leading to the
hotel was lined by six trees, about twenty feet high, and I noticed how every morning the lower branches of
each tree housed a magnificent spider web spun between it and the trunk. The webs must have been three
feet across and high, based on a basic strand of silk running from branch to trunk for about six feet. How did
one small creature work out the position needed for the line, and the tension required to allow it to support
the rest of the enormous web – and hold firm when the wind blew. Breakfast time found me there studying
them. ‗Where‘s she gone?‘ our friends inquired back at the hotel ‗Watching spiders!‘
Just after noon the webs, now a mass of small flies were gathered in by their creators. What they did with
the silk thread I know not, it is one of the questions I have yet to ask of the experts, but as I watched, the
spiders – each about the size of a thumb-nail – dismantled the webs and clutching a dozen or more flies in
numerous legs retreated to the safety of the tree. Another cry from the hotel, ‗Now where‘s she gone?‘
‗Back with the spiders!‘
This experience made me appreciate how much effort is put into the making of webs and I have sympathy
for the poor creatures when their efforts are destroyed. It causes me multiple problems! You can spot our
house from a far. It is the one where webs are left in place on the windows, bushes and garden furniture. Last
summer we prepared to entertain friends on the patio in the sun, but overnight a mass of beautiful silken
threads had been spun from chair to chair and chair to table. I felt really guilty destroying all this handiwork,
and delayed the task as long as possible but even I know better than to suggest they were left. The man I am
married to is very understanding – but there are limits! Trying to get a grandchild interested in small
creatures I gave him a big spider to hold. He showed it to his Mother. Not a good idea. She still hasn‘t
forgiven me.
Life is easier if you don‘t like spiders. Watching them takes up time, can spoil a holiday – well for others
not for me – and tends to make your home look as if no one lives there. However, having said all that, they
are incredible creatures.
Pam Braithwaite

BEES, HOVERFLIES AND BIOLOGICAL RECORDING
In 2010 I decided to continue studying Natural History and gain a recognised qualification – a Certificate in
Biological Recording and Species Identification. The University of Birmingham runs a good, part-time,
course in conjunction with the Field Studies Council. The aim is to study individual modules and gain
credits for the Certificate, 60 credits over two years. The modules are run over weekends, three days for ten
credits or two days for five credits.
There is an endless choice of species from botany, The National Vegetation Classification, mammals,
entomology or ornithology. You can concentrate on one particular aspect or mix and match to cover
different topics. I chose entomology and studied bumblebees and then hoverflies.
My third was biological recording. This is the only compulsory module and is run by the course director,
Sarah Whild, an experienced botanist and university lecturer.
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The Field Studies Centres are located around the UK with one in Scotland, not far from Pitlochry. I have
found them all to be comfortable, the food is good and plentiful and the tuition first class. You work hard
and get a lot out of the weekend. You are generally out in the field during the day and looking at specimens
for identification in the evenings.
For each module there are two assessments, one is completed during the weekend, and an essay or study of
some kind can be completed afterwards.
Identifying Bumblebees Due to the cold winter and the later flowering of many plants, it was hard work
finding a good variety of bumblebees, however we did see Bombus terrestris, Bombus pratorum, Bombus
lapidarius, Bombus hortorum, Bombus pascuorum and Bombus lucorum (the common six) along with the
best find, the tree bumblebee (Bombus hypnorum). This species first turned up in Wiltshire and is spreading
northwards – unmistakeable with a brown thorax and white tail. It was the cuckoo bumblebees (Psithyrus)
that were in short supply. All of the bees loved the comfrey (Symphytum officinale) in the grounds of the
field centre. It is necessary to catch the bees to identify them but they can be released without harm.
However, you soon learn to identify the queens, which are much larger and these should not be caught as
they are key to the survival of the colony. Bombus species make a buzzing sound, Psithyrus make a quiet
humming and do not buzz loudly when caught in a glass tube. The first bee to appear early in the year and
the last to disappear is Bombus terrestris. In milder winters colonies can survive right through. A caste is the
queen, the males and the workers (females).
Biological Recording This was a thorough course on the information required to make comprehensive and
accurate records, who would be interested in them and how records are logged, both on record cards and on
computers. Within the grounds of the Field Studies Centre, groups carried out a survey and then compared
findings to past records. This can show new species, loss of species, changes in the habitat, for example
drying out/wetter etc. Groups studied birds, mammals, grassland and woodland using appropriate
methodologies. Records are important and must be correct as conservation work is based on these.
Identification of Hoverflies Here is a fascinating group of insects, very varied and
colourful. The larval biology and life-styles are amongst the most diverse for any of
the fly families. Also the fact that there is such a diversity in the larvae is unusual
in flies. It‘s a difficult group to identify to species so the best way to start is by
keying out to tribe. The recommended book for this is British Hoverflies (Stubbs &
Falk 2002). The males of some species defend sunny
spots near nectar sources. Syrittia pipiens can be seen
in head-to-head confrontations, a common species in
compost heaps. Courtship is usually brief, the males
dart after passing females. Many species are at least
Volculella bombylans (LT)
partial migrants.
Some species occur only
could easily be mistaken
occasionally – apparently as vagrants, moving over
for a Bombus sp.
Rat-tailed maggot, a
incredible sea distances. Wasps, crab spiders and
hoverfly larva
dragonflies all take hoverflies. Rat-tailed maggots are hoverfly larvae (various
species). The ‗rat-tailed‘ maggot whose tail is ten times the length of the maggot is the larvae of Eristalis
tenax known as ‗the dronefly‘. This species inhabits many wet and dirty places including slurry pits, feeding
on the decaying organic matter.
Melanie Fryer

A PLEASURE TO SEE
What gives you the most pleasure to see in our countryside? Perhaps it is the first flowering primrose, a flock
of barnacle geese wintering on the Solway coast, your first returning swallow reminding you of warmer
hopefully sunny days. For me it‘s the red kite.
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The very first red kites we saw were in Wales forty years ago, when security was tight because of low
numbers and fears from egg collectors. We were questioned by wardens when we parked up and our car
number plates recorded. Thankfully for the red kites‘ benefit, everything has changed.
A breeding corridor was planned to stretch throughout England and into Scotland and the birds seemed only
too glad to receive this hospitality. Thanks to the cooperation and security of the Harewood estate and the
diligent work of Doug Simpson, RSPB Project Officer later awarded the MBE for his services, the project, as
in other areas proved very successful. Overcrowding forced some
birds to spread east quite naturally and very soon into Wharfedale.
Now we could call it an ‗every day bird‘ or a ‗garden tick‘.
The red kite is without doubt our most beautiful bird of prey, easily
recognised with the naked eye. It is the only bird of prey in the British
Isles that has a deeply forked tail. Unlike other birds of prey both
sexes are alike in plumage, though experienced birders would be able
to point out a juvenile bird. They are mostly seen effortlessly gliding
along, sometimes quite low using this forked tail to change direction.
They feed on carrion but will take insects, worms etc. You can see
them over moorland pasture and woodlands. They visit Otley
Wetlands, Sun Lane Nature Reserve, even over villages such as
Red Kite (BM)
Burley in Wharfedale or Huby. I‘ve heard passengers on the
Harrogate bus when passing through Huby or past Riffa Wood saying ‗look, there‘s a red kite‘
As previously mentioned we see them regularly over Burley. During last winter, throughout the cold deep
snow conditions one was seen over the railway station, up Hag Farm Lane and beyond, effortlessly searching
for carrion, whilst I was having difficulty keeping upright! Imagine the sheer pleasure of watching this
spectacular bird with snow as its background!
That‘s it in an eggshell – a pleasure to see!
J. Brenda Parkin

A NEWCOMER TO THE MICROSCOPE GROUP
As a newcomer, the most alarming thing for me was realising just how much scientific knowledge was
present among the fellow WNS members sitting around the room chattering happily together. The best thing
was finding that they were willing to share that knowledge with the rest of us, and their specialist subjects
were widespread. Once there, one evening of looking in close-up at the structure of a butterfly wing, and the
construction of an insect eye is enough to captivate any naturalist, and you come again.
Should the visitor not possess a microscope it does not matter.
There is a magician present called John Hobson who has a hat –
sorry box – out of which he produces on request any sort of
microscope – I never realised that there was such a variety. During
the course of the evening, as you wander from instrument to
instrument studying things at various depths of magnitude or under
different sorts of lighting, you see anything from single celled pond
life racing around in a petre dish, or mosses close up, to the innards
of the same pond life and the structure of a leaf.
‗You know what that shows don‘t you‘ ‗Er -well no!‘ ‗OK, well
that demonstrates‘ and minutes later you have learned something
Microscope Group at work (AR)
new. The subject for the next meeting was to be Mosses. ‗Not my
scene,‘ said the friend who came with me.‘ ‗Me neither,‘ I said, ‗but shall we give it a go?‘
We did, and finished the evening enthralled at the variety of these plants that can be found in all sorts of
odd places. They are beautiful! Our walks are now slowed by our hunting for them on tree stumps and rocks
much to the dogs‘ delight; it gives them time to sniff around.
The effort that the organisers of each meeting put into things fills me with admiration; their enthusiasm
makes it all worthwhile. All this may not be your scene at all, but if it is, then come along even if it is only
armed with a magnifying glass.
Newcomer
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SOCIETY ACTIVITIES
MICROSCOPE GROUP
The group continues to expand with increased attendance at meetings in all weather. In addition to a number
of microscopes available for borrowing there is also a ‗library‘ of slides, some of historical interest with
labels that read like a witch‘s recipe:-‗ tongue of dronefly‘ , ‗scales of Argus butterfly‘, and perhaps the most
intriguing ‗summer dress of Arctic fox‘.
The year began with Diana Jakeways leading a session on mould spores, yeasts and bacteria. Using
worksheets and prepared slides we identified the causative organisms of food poisoning, cholera, plague and
malaria. As well as looking at the ever popular freshwater life and owl pellet contents, we also examined fern
spores, seeds and their capsules.
Fungi collected from Swinsty Moor in the afternoon were studied with guidance from Joan Powell the
following evening. Spore size, shape and ornamentation characteristics helped to classify them into families
and genera, then the gills were sectioned to reveal spore producing basidia in the aptly named eyelash
fungus, one of the Scutellinia genus.
To all those who have led
sessions, contributed material
and
stimulated
new
explorations, a big ‗thank
you‘ and particularly to John
Hobson for his programme
planning.
Heather Burrow

GEOLOGY FIELD EXCURSIONS

At Baildon Bank in August (DL)

Geological walks this year were from Barden Bridge to Appletreewick
on the 8th of June, to Baildon Bank and Baildon Hill on 10th August
(left) and from Conistone to Mossdale Scar on 28th September. These
were repeats of walks done in previous years and already described in
the Reviews Volume 59 and 60. The natural limestone pavement at
Mossdale Scar was marked by deep grykes in which a helpful botanist
in the party identified maidenhair, hart‘s tongue and brittle bladder
ferns plus herb robert.
Neil Aitkenhead

BEN RHYDDING GRAVEL PITS NATURE RESERVE
The following are some of the highlights in this our fourth year of activity at BRGP.
Orchids are back! We would like to think that some of our conservation work is paying off. We had over
20 marsh orchids across a number of locations, we are still a long way of numbers five to ten years ago but
they were a joy to see.
Butterflies – At the July work group, we saw good numbers of white-letter hairstreak that had come down
from a neighbouring elm tree to feed on thistles in the area that we had cleared of balsam last year.
Birds – the highlight was undoubtedly the little egret that remained around for at least six weeks over the
summer. However, this was closely followed by the regular spectacle of the large post-breeding flocks of
lapwing and curlew. When they rise en masse from the fields over the river it‘s a joy to regular and new
visitors to the site alike.
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Partners, Bradford Council, have agreed to gradually raise their cutting height to increase the height and
health of the A65 hedgerow. In winter 2010-11 we will enhance the diversity of the hedge and surrounding
area through planting a number of traditional fruiting hedgerow species.
We had a site meeting with Don Vine, of Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, who had a number of good ideas
relating to site management. He also secured the purchase of the hedgerow plants and publicised our work
groups to YWT members with some success.
Ilkley Anglers – Whilst they have started work clearing some hawthorns on their site a date has not been
fixed for the major part of the work (see 2009 review) so nothing now will happen until the winter of 201112 at the earliest.
The British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) were unable to support us with balsam clearance
this year as their funding source – a programme run through Greenprints (a national scheme funded from
landfill tax) came to an end. Greenprints, however, now has a number of new programmes and we will look
to get something in place for 2011.
Thanks to Nicky Vernon and Dave Howson for sharing their expertise on regular site visits. And of course
to all the work group volunteers, in particular Katy Pinder, Roger Holmes, Lucy Fox and Tim Howson
whose enthusiasm shows no bounds! We would welcome more volunteers to join us on the second
Saturdays of the month. Or if you would just like to learn a bit more about the reserve, just give me a call on
01535 647220 or drop me an email to: parkes.steve@hotmail.co.uk
Steve Parkes

JUNE VISIT TO SALTHOLME, TEESSIDE
As we set out for Teesside and RSPB Saltholme, there was a noticeable curiosity about our destination for
the day as few of the party had previously visited that area. The approach to Saltholme affords good views of
the Cleveland Hills, Roseberry Topping, Middlesborough‘s Transporter Bridge, a Nuclear Power Station and
the Teesside chemical works, one of the largest concentrations of heavy industry in Britain.
Most of the land is reclaimed and salt extraction is still evident. This is extracted by pumping water 1000
feet underground where the salt is dissolved to form brine and then brought to the surface, the salt being used
exclusively in the chemical industry. This is not a typical environment for a naturalists‘ outing.
However, the coach was full and we were delighted to meet seven more members who had travelled
independently when we arrived at Saltholme, making it a very well attended visit.
The plan for the day was to base ourselves at Saltholme with optional guided walks around the reserve and
an optional visit to the nearby Seal Sands were we hoped to see more birds, butterflies, dragonflies and wild
flowers on the saltmarsh at Greatham Creek and on the local limey soils. Limestone is not found naturally on
the Tees estuary but industrial waste, such as slag from former iron and steel workings, provides soils
supporting lime loving plants. Seals were also on our ‗wish to see‘ list as Seal Sands supports up to 50
common seals and fewer grey seals.
On arrival at RSPB Saltholme the welcome from staff and volunteers could not have been warmer. They
were delighted to see us and show us round the reserve of which they were justifiably proud. The reserve had
only recently been established but it is in an area which has always been popular with birds, and migrants in
particular. I have previously visited this area to see the migrant birds in December and have been thrilled
with the species seen every time.
Each guided walk was for a maximum of fifteen people and, as just over thirty wanted to join the walks, I
requested three walks, each with a volunteer. However four volunteers offered to help so we had four smaller
groups, indicative of the generosity of their volunteers who were excellent and very helpful.
The afternoon trip to Seal Sands brought us close to harbour (or common) seals although the tide was
higher than we would have liked. A visit just after low tide would have been preferred. We had hoped to see
many butterflies and dragonflies near Greatham Creek and Seal Sands and, although we did see several
species, there were fewer than expected as it was a very breezy day. However, we were pleased to have a
totally dry day with just a few dark clouds.
The number of species of plants, birds, butterflies and dragonflies was very satisfying and most people saw
at least one ‗first‘ during the visit. Some of the more notable species seen were: black-tailed skimmer, blue-
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tailed damselfly, four spot chaser, burnet moth, red admiral, common blue, small tortoiseshell, cinnabar
moth.
Birds included snipe, golden plover, meadow pipit, reed bunting, linnet, whitethroat, black-tailed godwit,
bar-tailed godwit, avocet (a first for several of the group), yellow wagtail,
common tern with chicks, redshank with chicks, kestrel, common sandpiper,
sedge warbler, stock dove, goldfinch, lapwing, snipe, sand martin and, a first for
most of us, wood sand piper. (The latter was seen at a very close range with
mottled/spotted/streaked plumage – a gem without gaudy colours.)
Also we listed a number of northern marsh orchids alongside Greatham Creek,
purple milk vetch and wild mignonette near Seal Sands; plus weasel, fox and
hare.
It was very pleasing that most of us saw many of the above. All in all it was a superb day with plenty to
look at, decent weather and excellent company. Thank you all. For those who did not join this visit I
recommend a trip to RSPB Saltholme and the Teesmouth Nature Reserve, which includes Seal Sands and
North Gare. There is plenty to see and enjoy and it is quite an eye-opener to see such diversity on what was
once such a heavily industrialised site.
Joan Armitage
WINTER WALK ROUND SWINSTY RESERVOIR, 8TH JANUARY 2011
The car park was like a skating rink when ten of us met at Swinsty on a cold but calm January morning. We
set off down the path and were soon delighted by flocks (almost!) of tiny goldcrest (we saw at least a dozen)
feeding busily amongst dead vegetation and on the conifers. We also had good views of nuthatches,
treecreepers and a selection of tits. Near Swinsty Hall we heard the yelping of a flock of geese and 150 pinkfooted took off from the reservoir and flew over our heads – a pity they couldn‘t have stayed on the water for
a few more minutes to give us really good views. By the time we had got half way round the reservoir, the
sun came out and when we reached the picnic tables we stopped to admire the view and enjoy a cup of coffee
before returning to the car park feeling much better for having made the effort to turn out.
Anne Riley

OBITUARIES
We are sorry to record the deaths of the following members: Dr Malcolm Bickley, Dinie Blake, Pauline
Grinham and John Ward. The Society offers its sympathies to the families
Dinie Blake was a long term member, an enthusiastic volunteer in many Naturalists‘ activities. She
regularly helped to proof read the Review and was a great helper at Grass Wood working parties.
John Ward (1927-2010) was a prominent member. He was born in Skipton and
educated at Ermysteds Grammar School and Cambridge University. Following a
distinguished career in the Civil Service in London, he retired with his wife
Shirley to Ilkley in 1986 when he joined the WNS and started meticulously
recording and analysing the weather. As an ornithologist he wrote about the
dotterel in the Review for 1987 and was particularly interested in bird behaviour.
For two years he became the Naturalists‘ Treasurer and he was Weather Recorder
for eleven years from 1992 to 2002.
John had many other interests – history, architecture, current affairs, literature,
gardening and wood carving. With Shirley he visited Zambia several times where
he promoted work to aid rural communities. He built up a fine library of
Yorkshire books and contributed articles and expertise to the Yorkshire Dales Society, The Dalesman, the
Yorkshire Journal and Ilkley U3A. In 1994 he produced a fascinating biography of his father who was a
blacksmith in Skipton for 64 years and, two years later, came Discovering the Yorkshire Dales with John
Ward, reflecting his deep knowledge and love of his home terrain. Our sincere condolences go to Shirley and
the rest of his family.
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THE ILKLEY WEATHER RECORD
FOR THE METEOROLOGICAL YEAR DECEMBER 2009 to NOVEMBER 2010

The annual average temperature for the year is 9.0 °C. This matches the 30 year average calculated for the
period 1971-2000. Therefore in the context of the wider temperature record, last year was unremarkable. In
the context of the last ten years however, it was relatively cool, only 2001 with its annual average of 8.6 C,
being cooler.
In terms of wetness the year overall was quite dry, though the total figure of 819.4mm must be considered
to be an approximation. This is firstly because of the frequency of snowfall over the winter and the
associated practical difficulties in measuring sequential snowfalls and converting these to equivalent
amounts of rainfall. Secondly, I was away on holiday for most of August, and I have had to draw heavily on
Jenny Dixon‘s data to ‗plug the gap‘. Although these data were recorded in Ilkley, they are obviously not
from my own station. August was prone to heavy downpours and it is probable that the normally local nature
of these convective rainstorms would give rise to different totals at different localities.
Table 1: Weather data for Ilkley for the meteorological year 2009-2010, and base-line averages for
comparison. Base-line values have been calculated using Ilkley data for the period 1971-2000. Raindays are
defined as those having precipitation totals equal to or exceeding 1mm. The prefix ‘c.’ denotes uncertainty
associated with expressing snowfall as mm of water equivalent. Frostdays are those having a minimum air
temperature equal to or less than 0°C.
Base-line average number of
frost days

Number of frostdays

Base-line average number of
raindays

Number of raindays

Base-line average total
precipitation by season

Total precipitation by
season mm and in brackets
as a % of base-line average

Base-line average monthly
total precipitation mm

Monthly precipitation mm
and in brackets as a % of
base-line average

Base-line average seasonal
temp. °C

Average seasonal temp. °C

Base-line average monthly
temp. °C

Monthly average temp °C

Month
Dec ‗09

2.1

3.7

c. 65

(61)

107

c.15

14

18

9

Jan ‗10

1.2

3.1

c. 44

(60)

102

c.8

15

16

11

Feb ‘10

1.5

3.5

c. 61

(92)

73

c.14

11

22

11

Mar‗10

5.9

5.2

65.4

(107)

61

12

13

8

7

Apr‗10

9.3

7.3

20.6

(29)

72

8

10

1 last

3

1.6

3.4

c. 170

(60)

282

frost 20th

May ‗10

11.1

10.4

June ‗10

16.1

July ‗10

8.8

23.6

(30)

78

13.3

62.1

(94)

17

15.7

102.2

Aug ‗10

15.6

15.4

c. 54.5

Sep‗10

13.4

12.5

Oct ‗10

9.5

9.1

16.3

7.6

14.8

c. 109.6

6

12

0

0

66

10

10

0

0

(189)

54

14

9

0

0

(81)

67

16

11

0

0

87.7

(106)

83

13

11

0

0

90.8

(103)

88

12

12

2 first

1

c. 218.8

(52)

(117)

211

187

frost 24th

Nov ‗10

4.3

5.7

9.1

9.1

142.5

(152)

94

21

c. 321

(122)

264

20

14

10

5

Winter
It was the coldest winter since 2000-2001, and the eleventh coldest within the Ilkley record. There was a
remarkable number of frostdays, the total being almost double the usual amount for the season. The cold
weather began in mid-December, and although between January 16th and 29th there was something of a
respite from daily averages that hovered just fractionally above to significantly below freezing, towards the
end of January day and night-time temperatures were to plummet once again and they didn‘t recover until
the beginning of March. The lowest temperature of the year, -5°C, was recorded five times throughout the
cold snaps of January and February and lies couched within a string of other ‗hard‘ frost temperatures.
A comparison of different winter rainfall data sets (see Table 2) reveals quite a range of totals, but the
general picture is the same, winter although snowy, was very dry.
Table 2: Rainfall data (mm) comparisons (Ordnance Datum heights are approximate)
Month (Dec
Ilkley
Addingham
Addingham
Bolton Abbey
Regional
‘09 – Nov ‘10) 90m OD
130m OD
152m OD
120 m OD
average
(see Table 1)
(H. Burrow)
(J. Fontana)
(estate records at (Met Office)
the Pavilion )
December
c.65
73.5
79
95.8
January
c.44
38.5
43.4
68.2
February
c.61
68
37.9
66.3
March
65.4
82.5
98
49.4
72.4
April
20.6
25.5
25
19.1
25.6
May
23.6
25
27
24.3
24.2
June
62.1
83
35.9
40.9
July
102.2
133
34.8
98.9
August
c.54.5
72
80
67.3
81.4
September
87.7
103
125
95.9
110.6
October
90.8
89.5
103
84.7
November
142.5
145
Annual total
819.4
938.5
Spring
All three spring months were warm, April particularly so, its average temperature being helped by two very
pleasant spells, one between the 10th and the 12th, and another between the 23rd and 26th of the month. During
this latter period the day-time temperature rose to between 20°C and 22°C. The last air frost of the spring
was recorded on the 20th April. Despite normal amounts of rainfall in March, the season overall was very
dry, with both April and May having relatively few raindays, and well below average rainfall.
Summer
Summer, and July in particular was warm, the base-line average for the season being exceeded by 1.5°C.
Although July exceeded its base-line average by the largest amount compared to the other summer months,
its day-time temperatures were not extravagantly high, the highest recorded being 29°C for July 10th.
However temperatures in the mid-twenties were common, occurring on a number of days scattered through
the first three weeks of the month. The high monthly temperature deviation can be mainly attributed to
uncomfortably high night-time temperatures. It was a very wet month and the cloudiness of the skies
prevented the loss of much radiation during the night. Storms, with thunder and lightning occurred on the
14th, 15TH and 20th of July, and again on the 12th of August. In mid-July they brought torrential rainfall and
high winds.
Autumn
The weather in autumn was for the most part typical of the season. September was normal in terms of its
rainfall, though temperatures remained unusually warm throughout. October was quite conventional in terms
of both its rainfall and temperatures, and the first air frosts of the autumn were recorded on the 24 th and the
25th of the month. The weather in November was much less settled. The month started wet, with large
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rainfall totals between the 2nd and the 4th causing the Wharfe to run at bankfull within the town and to spill
out of its channel at Denton. Further significant totals were also recorded on the 7th, 8th and the 11th. In the
final week of the month day-time temperatures fell to around freezing, and temperatures at night fell to
between -1 and -5°C. This cold spell brought us significant snowfalls. In the town a depth of 20cm
accumulated, whilst on the surrounding moorland it was considerably deeper with some drifts being over
waist-deep.
Table 3: Temperature data (°C) comparisons (Ordnance Datum heights are approximate)

4.7
7.6
9.5

13.9
12.7
9.1

3.9
1.5
1.8
6.8
9.0
10.4
15.2
16.6
13.5
11.7

Regional averages
(Met Office)

1.5
1.0
0.5
3.5
9
12
15
17
13
12
7
3.5
7.9

Bolton Abbey
120m OD
(estate) records at
the Pavilion )

Addingham
152M OD
(J. Fontana)

2.1
1.2
1.5
5.9
9.3
11.1
16.1
17.0
15.6
13.4
9.5
4.3
9.0

Addingham
130M OD
(H. Burrow)

Ilkley 90m OD
(see Table 1)

Month
(Dec ’09 – Nov ’10)

December
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
Annual average

2.1
0.7
1.5
5.3
8.1
9.8
14.3
15.8
14.4
13.3
9.4

I would like to thank Jenny Dixon and Heather Burrow for plugging the gaps in my data, and for their kind
reassurance with regard to the rainfall totals for the snowy months. I am also grateful to J. Fontana and the
Bolton Abbey Estate for providing me with supplementary data for the area.
Julie Tight

Snow on Ilkley Moor
near Panorama Reservoir
th
7 January 2010 (DL)
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BOTANY REPORT
I would like to give our awareness of trees a boost this year. It is very easy to take them for granted, and to
forget how long they take to grow, and what a valuable part of our landscape they are. If you know of any
trees which you find of particular interest, or which give you particular pleasure to see, please let me know
what and where, and maybe take a photo. I have included a little section on Notable Trees, to give you the
general idea.
NEW SPECIES RECORDS:
i)
Established British Species:
Hybrid Tawny-sedge (Carex x fulva) – found in a base-rich marsh west of Skirethorns by BNB, and seen on
a WNS walk.
Bifid Hempnettle (Galeopsis bifida) – is a new species for our records, although it has probably been present
for a long time! It is very similar to Common Hempnettle (G. tetrahit), but its flowers have a definite notch
in the bottom lip, which is also more heavily coloured purple. Quite a lot of it has been found around the
reservoir edges at both Fewston and Swinsty by BNB, CH & NV, also by BNB at Timble Ings, and by the
old road to the former sailing club at Thruscross.
A plant of Persicary-type was noticed originally by OM at Swinsty Reservoir in 2008. It was found again
there in 2009, and also at Lindley Wood Reservoir in 2010 by BNB, CH & NV. We thought it must be
Small Water-pepper (Persicaria minor), and were reassured when David Broughton, our new BSBI
Recorder, said he also had found it at Lindley. It is a rare species with a very scattered distribution. It is
more slender than Water-pepper (P. hydrolapathum) and less drooping in habit. David has applied to the
appropriate referee for verification.
Broad-leaved Plantain (Plantago major) is a common plant in our area, but it has 2 subspecies, and we only
had records for the common one, P. m. ssp major. NV thought she had found the rarer one, P. m. ssp
intermedia at Thruscross Reservoir in 2009, in the drawdown zone. It differs from P. m. major in having
fewer larger seeds per capsule, fewer veins per leaf (3 – 5, rather than 7 – 9), and in the shape of the leafmargins and leaf bases.
This year we have evidence from seed counts done by BNB and NV, and are happy to confirm that we have
the less common form at all four reservoirs in the Washburn. DAB has also recorded it from Lindley Wood.
Spreading Meadow-grass (Poa humilis) – this year we have only our second record for this grass, which is
said to be greatly under-recorded. It was found at Timble Ings in the middle of a path on a WNS meeting. It
seems to grow where the soil is sandy, but damp.
Hybrid Cinquefoil (Potentilla x italica) was first seen by NV at Swinsty Reservoir in 2009, in the upper
drawdown zone. It was checked by BNB, CH & NV in 2010, who also found it at Lindley Wood, and later
at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits. The flowers have 4 or 5 petals, and the leaves have 3 to 5 leaflets, reflecting
the characters of the 2 parents, Tormentil (P. erecta) and Creeping Cinquefoil (P. reptans). In each case,
both parents were growing nearby.
Although Weld (Reseda luteola) is quite a common plant in the south east part of our area, Wild
Mignonette (R. lutea) is not. It was found on the dam embankment of Lindley Wood Reservoir by BNB on a
SINC survey, and this is our first record for the species.
Unbranched Bur-reed (Sparganium emersum) was recorded in the old mill goit of Lindley Reservoir/ Trout
Farm area on a formal survey in 2000, but this was not known to WNS until BNB found it on a SINC survey
visit this year. It is our only record for the species. Apart from lack of branching of the flowering stem,
Unbranched Bur-reed differs from the more common Branched Bur-reed (S. erectum) in being more likely to
have floating leaves. Small-leaved Elm (Ulmus minor) – 3 trees were found by BNB in Middleton Woods.
ii)
Recent Introductions:
Wolf‘s-bane (Aconitum lycoctonum ssp vulparia) – this caused a small group of WNS members quite a
surprise, when they found 3 plants of it growing at the bottom of limestone scree and above Cow Close
Beck. Its flowers were creamy white, and looked much like the garden variety called ―Ivorine‖. Any
passing wolves, beware!! (AT, CH, BNB, NV).
Early Pampas-grass (Cortaderia richardii) – This New Zealand grass was found growing on Otley Chevin,
in the lower part of Danefield, apparently self-seeded. Apparently it can only be cut with a knife! (BNB,
confirmed by J. Tregale)
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Italian Toadflax (Cymbalaria pallida) – has been recorded in a Buckden wall. Unlike our native Ivy-leaved
Toadflax (C. muralis) it has short hairs, and the violet flowers have a white boss on lower lip. (PPA/ YNU)
A new leopard‘s-bane, Harpur-Crewe‘s Leopard‘s-bane (Doronicum x excelsum) – was found on Otley
Chevin (BNB). Unlike the more commonly found species, D. pardalianches, this one has only 1 or 2 flower
heads per stem, and the basal leaves have prominent teeth.
Six-rowed Barley (Hordeum vulgare) – this turned up growing among cobbles at the side of a street in Otley.
It comes from SW Asia, and probably arrived in birdseed. (BNB)
On a BBG meeting on Otley Chevin, Danefield, we were shown how
to tell our native Holly (Ilex aquifolium) from a common hybrid, High
Clere Holly (I. x altaclerensis), both of which occur here. The hybrid
has leaves that are flat, and they lack spines, except near the top edges.
Apparently it arose in Victorian times, when Madeira Holly (I. perado)
was wheeled out from conservatories for the summer, and the insects
got busy cross-pollinating.
We have no formal records for Slender Rush (Juncus tenuis), although
Holly
High Clere
it
was known to be at Swinsty in the late 1950s. It is still at Swinsty,
Holly
and has also been found at Lindley Wood Reservoir by the track, and
near the start of a footpath onto Ilkley Moor. (NV)
A Laburnum tree (Laburnum anagyroides) – was found near a ruined building at Timble Ings, either planted
or self-seeded. (BNB) Least Pepperwort (Lepidium virginicum) – a strange plant appeared in OM‘s garden
in Otley. It turned out to be a N. American species, which had probably come with seed put out in the bird
feeders. (NV, determined by Dr. Tim Rich)
Rauli (Nothofagus alpina) – This is one of the Southern Beeches, coming from Chile and W. Argentina.
Two well-established trees were found in Beecroft Moor Plantation by DAB.
Firethorn (Pyracantha coccinea) has been recorded by a stile near the edge of Middleton Woods, and is
likely to be of garden origin. (BNB)
A vigorous pink-flowered species of bramble, Chinese Bramble (Rubus tricolor), was found escaping from
a garden into a bridleway from Addingham to Langbar. (BNB) Several plants of Alpine Squill (Scilla
bifolia) were found at the top of the river bank in Addingham by NV. They probably arrived with garden
rubbish. Steeple-bush (Spiraea douglasii) – This is one of several brideworts, distinguished by the serrations
on the top parts of the leaf edges. It was found by the side of Swinsty reservoir on a reservoir sortie, and
identified later by BNB.
An old garden favourite, Lamb‘s-ear (Stachys byzantina), was found growing in short turf near the dam at
Lindley Wood Reservoir (DAB). It is a densely woolly plant, and a persistent garden throw-out.
French Meadow-rue (Thalictrum aquilegiifolium) was found growing in Swinsty Moor Plantation by DAB.
An attractive plant, probably from garden material.
NEW SITE RECORDS:
i)
Special:
A clump of Monk‘s-hood (Aconitum napellus) was found in Wydra Lane, Fewston, by PB and JB. We are
getting more records for the rare Silky Lady‘s-mantle (Alchemilla glaucescens), possibly because we are a
bit more confident to identify it. This year it has been noted on our walk in the Wood Nook area, on our
Beckermonds visit, as well as by PPA on a YNU walk and by PPA on a BBG walk at
Scargill. Another rare plant, Rock Lady‘s-mantle (A. wichurae), was found in the grounds
of Scargill House by PPA /BBG.
BNB found a new colony of Flat Sedge (Blysmus compressus) in a marshy area close to
Cowside Beck. He also recorded Marsh Arrowgrass (Triglochin palustre) and Fewflowered Spike-rush (Eleocharis quinqueflora) in the same rewarding patch. Walking in
the Swineber Scar area, ML & DL found one plant of Musk Thistle (Carduus nutans).
This is a plant for which we have very few records, and none since 1990, when a specimen
was seen by Helen LeFevre outside Grass Wood, ―unfortunately knocked down‖.
Our third site for the little Fern-grass (Catapodium rigidum) was a good colony among
cobbles at the foot of a street maple tree in Otley. (BNB) A fine hybrid orchid,
Dactylorhiza x grandis, whose parents are Common Spotted-orchid (D. fuchsii) and
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Southern Marsh-orchid (D. praetermissa) was seen at Norwood Plantation by NBa, DN, CH and NV.
Another was found at Otley Sailing Club on an evening visit by GH and WNS members. Both parents were
also present.
Leopard‘s-bane (Doronicum pardalianches) – found opposite the White Garage, Leeds Road. (NF)
Broad-leaved Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine) was first recorded at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits by DH.
This is a new site in Ilkley for the plant. Eventually, 13 plants were counted, of which about half flowered.
(BNB, CH, NV)
In the area above Conistone Gill, CH found around 10 plants of Dropwort (Filipendula vulgaris). The
farmer of this land said that that particular field used to ‗look like snow‘ when it was in flower. A large
colony of Northern Bedstraw (Galium boreale) was found in woodland at Scargill by BBG. It is a montane
plant, found in rocky places.
Among the numerous flowers of Autumn Gentian (Gentianella amarella) which CH found in the area
above Conistone Gill, some plants were clearly Field Gentian (G. campestris). This is identified by looking
carefully at the sepals, and by the fact that it tends to flower a little earlier. Field Gentian has not been
recorded from this area since 1952!! Well-spotted, Carmen!
A few of the Autumn Gentian plants photographed by CH near Conistone looked to have the creamy white
corollas, flushed on the outside with purplish-red, that distinguish the subspecies G. a. septentrionalis, rather
than the usual ssp amarella, which has (variable, but usually) dull purplish flowers.
A new record for Toothwort (Lathraea squamaria) was made by HMB & RJB, who found a good colony
with over 50 flower spikes by an old mill race at Beamsley. Two further new colonies were shown to us on
our survey visit to Bolton Abbey by Roy Lingard. Both were above the back road, one being under a large
Holly, and the other at the base of a ?White Poplar (Populus alba).
Common Toadflax (Linaria vulgaris) found growing at the roadside at Lindley by NF. Sadly, the longstanding clump on the Askwith Moor Road seems to have disappeared. (NV) Amphibious Bistort
(Persicaria amphibia) was reported from a small reservoir on private land in the Farnley area. (NF)
Hairy Mock-orange (Philadelphus x virginalis) was found in Middleton Woods by BNB.
Jacob‘s Ladder (Polemonium caeruleum) was found near Conistone by BNB & MW. A good find.
There were 2 new sites found for Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica). A small shrub was found by BNB on a
limestone scar west of Skirethorns, and an old tree, surrounded by its seedlings, was found at the foot of a
limestone scar at Scargill by NV. This is not very common, but occasional in the dale.
A small clump of Mountain Currant (Ribes alpinum) was found at Timble Ings, near the edge of an old
quarry. (BNB) Soapwort (Saponaria officinalis) was found growing on the bank of the river Wharfe, near
Ilkley Golf Club by PB & JB. This could perhaps be descended from the plants that used to grow above the
weir in Addingham. It is only our second record for this species.
When on their recce for our walk at Cray, HMB and RJB made a great find – a small colony of Kidney
Saxifrage (Saxifraga hirsuta) was growing under Blackthorn on one of the lanes. It is known from other
sites near Buckden, as is False London-pride (S. x polita), its hybrid with St Patrick‘s Cabbage (S.
spathularis).
A plant of Green Figwort (Scrophularia umbrosa) was found near the water‘s edge at Otley Sailing Club,
not so far from others in OWNR. (GH /WNS) A large patch of Orpine (Sedum telephium) was found in a
steep rocky gully in the Lea Green area by CH. In the same area, she also found 2 new sites for Lesser
Meadow-rue (Thalictrum minus). Narrow-leaved Ragwort (Senecio inaequidens) – a large established
colony was seen at Greenholme Mills, Burley, by NV. It may well have travelled out from Bradford with a
goods delivery.
New sites for Cranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccos) were twice found on WNS visits. These were i) in an area
of wet Sphagnum bog at Timble Ings, and ii) in a bog near the Lower Tarn, Ilkley Moor. In both cases, they
were near Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum).
ii)
Others:
Silver Lady‘s-mantle (Alchemilla conjuncta) – found by JH by the path from White Wells to the Lower Tarn,
Ilkley Moor. The undersides of the leaves are covered by silky, silvery hairs, like Alpine Lady‘s-mantle, but,
unlike it, the leaflets are just joined together a little at the base. DBr found Betony (Betonica officinalis) at
Beamsley and also Devil‘s-bit Scabious (Succisa pratensis), both colourful plants. NF also reported Betony
from a small field at Lindley, along with Zigzag Clover (Trifolium medium).
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A plant which is not afraid of challenges is Trailing Bellflower (Campanula poscharskyana). BNB
reported it from Wharfe Meadows Park, Otley. In Addingham, NV has watched it over a few years penetrate
a thick wall, cross a lane, and it has now reached the banks of a beck.
Spotted while driving (never a good idea!) – a clump of Perennial Cornflower (Centaurea montana)
growing in the verge at Norwood Top. (NV) Hjelmqvist‘s Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster hjelmqvistii) was
found at Scargill by PPA/BBG. Nuttall‘s Waterweed (Elodea nuttallii) and Perfoliate Pondweed
(Potamogeton perfoliatus) were both found at the edge of the lagoon, on an evening visit to Otley Sailing
Club. (GH/ WNS) Hedge Bedstraw (Galium mollugo) was found by NV at Silsden Road NR.
A likely garden throw-out, French Crane‘s-bill (Geranium endressii), was found at Hoodstorth Bridge.
(BNB, MC, CH, NV). BNB found Bloody Crane‘s-bill (G. sanguineum) and Green Alkanet (Pentaglottis
sempervirens) on the old road to the former sailing club at Thruscross. They are probably persistent garden
relicts. The lane also had Smooth Hawk‘s-beard (Crepis capillaris), Downy Soft-rose (Rosa mollis) and
Bifid Hempnettle in the verges. A new clump of Dittander (Lepidium latifolium) has been noticed by the A
59 in Kex Gill, not far from the original one. (NV)
BNB did a thorough survey of Middleton Woods, both sides of Curly Hill, and updated our species list,
making some additions. These included Wilson‘s Honeysuckle (Lonicera nitida), a Fern-leaved Beech
(Fagus sylvatica ‘Aspleniifolia’) and a Copper Beech (F. s. forma purpurea).
MHA recorded Peppermint (Mentha x piperita) by the river Wharfe, above Loup Scar.
Another hybrid mint, False Apple-mint (M. x rotundifolia), was found in a ditch on Ilkley Moor, near a path
to Spicey Gill. Its identity is our ‗best fit‘, not confirmed. (BNB, CH, NV)
OM recorded two sites in the Washburn for 3-nerved Sandwort (Moehringia trinervia), one in the Fewston
area, and one near Swinsty Hall. Around 16 Wild Daffodils (Narcissus pseudonarcissus) have flowered in
Silsden Road NR, Addingham, probably from the original seed mixture used here. (DBa, via DBr)
PB & JB reported Fox-and-cubs (Pilosella aurantiaca) from a verge in Ilkley.
A small colony of Wood Meadow-grass (Poa nemoralis) was found under trees on the south bank of the
Wharfe, Ilkley. (NV) The same plant also turned up by the Washburn, near Blubberhouses cricket field.
(BNB, NV)
The Bolton Abbey area produced 2 new sites for Garden Solomon‘s-seal (Polygonatum x hybridum) – one
was downstream of the old road bridge (NV), the other was near the Strid Wood car park, where 3 large
colonies were found growing under the trees (BNB, CH, NV)
A plant that puts up with heavy trampling, Equal-leaved Knotgrass (Polygonum arenastrum) – was found
growing out of cracks in concrete at a farm on Pool Bank (CH), and in a field gateway at Skirethorns (WNS).
Two plants that take advantage of the salt-zone at the edge of roads were found by the A59 at
Blubberhouses. These were Reflexed Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinellia distans) and Lesser Sea-spurrey
(Spergularia marina). (BNB, NV)
AG reported Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus minor) from the Bridge Field, Addingham. It was also found by
BNB and NV on a trackside at Timble Ings. DAB found 2 small Sweet Briar bushes (Rosa rubiginosa) at
the edge of Lindley Reservoir. This rose has a pleasant apple scent, particularly after rain.
Bay-leaved Willow (Salix pentandra) is an attractive tree with glossy leaves. One was found above the
shore line at Swinsty, north of Stack Point car park by NV. On the WNS visit to Timble Ings, 2 more were
found, and two further small trees were found in a dip by a stream at Lindley. (BNB/ SINC survey)
New sites for Water Figwort (Scrophularia auriculata) were found i) by the track at Timble Ings (BNB,
NV), and ii) trackside again, near Swinsty Hall (NV). Reflexed Stonecrop (Sedum rupestre) seen by NV on
a wall at Cornerstones, Addingham. A large and colourful colony of Marsh Woundwort (Stachys palustris)
growing in a wet patch of roadside verge between Barden and Burnsall. On the other side of the road plants
of Reflexed Saltmarsh-grass were also found. (HMB, NV)
A new species for the Otley Wetlands list was seen by CH on the river bank, just outside the actual reserve.
This was Wood Stitchwort (Stellaria nemorum). CH found a new site for Tuberous Comfrey (Symphytum
tuberosum) in woodland at Farnley. Colt‘s-foot (Tussilago farfara) - recorded by NF in Cinder Lane,
Lindley, and by a track near Farnley Estate Office.
A few colonies of Cowberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea) - in Harden Gill, Upper Washburn by BNB.
Wall Speedwell (Veronica arvensis) – this little annual with bright blue flowers was seen at 2 sites in Otley
by CH. She also recorded another annual in Otley, which is sticky, smelly and hairy – Sticky Groundsel
(Senecio viscosus). Slender Speedwell (Veronica filiformis) – was seen by MHA next to a path near Ilkley
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Tennis Club. A new site was found by JP for the white-flowered form of Sweet Violet (Viola odorata) at
Threshfield.
OTHER MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS
Two very good and useful lists were sent in. One from AMG covered the river edge of Bridge Field,
Addingham, with over 65 species listed. This included a small amount of Monkeyflower (Mimulus guttatus)
in the shingle, Water Forget-me-not (Myosotis scorpioides), Giant Bellflower (Campanula latifolia),
Harebell (C. rotundifolia), a Bird Cherry (Prunus padus), Bearded Couch (Elymus caninus) and Creeping
Yellow-cress (Rorippa sylvestris).
The other list, from CH, covered a walk from Lea Green through Grass Wood and back to Grassington by
the river. She listed 76 species, including 5 Viola species, and 5 Buttercup (Ranunculus) species, and
everything from Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris) to Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosella).
Kidney Vetch (Anthyllis vulneraria) was found on limestone pavement on our visit to
Beckermonds. It has not been recorded from here before by WNS, but AMG has an
interesting list for this site from a YNU visit in 1980, on which it is included, as is the
little Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor) mentioned in the Beckermonds outing report.
Columbine (Aquilegia vulgaris) in Bastow Wood, growing at the edge of an
enclosure. (NV) It is known from the wood, but I do not know if this is a new site or
not.
An ephemeral that copes well with life in towns is Thale Cress (Arabidopsis
thaliana). CH found this in Otley Park, near the bowling green. Also in this area,
she saw Few-flowered Leek (Allium paradoxum). KB found 2 flower spikes of whiteflowered Betony on a walk in Cray Gill.
Several small plants of Butterfly Bush (Buddleia davidii) were found by NV in the
spot on the south bank of the Wharfe in Ilkley where repair work was done a few
years ago. They produced lovely dark red flowers. This area has been very flowery
Wild Pansy
and colourful for the last few years. MHA has discovered that the plants have not
arrived accidentally! NV needs to apologise for a mis-identification of one plant,
mentioned in the 1998 review. Lychnis flos-jovi was actually L. coronaria (Rose Campion) – very sorry!
About 20 Carline Thistles (Carlina vulgaris) were found by KB in Troller‘s Gill. Also found in Dowber
Gill by HMB, who sent in a good list of other limestone-tolerant plants, including Fragrant Orchid
(Gymnadenia conopsea), Lesser Meadow-rue, Spring Sandwort (Minuartia verna) and Common Rockrose
(Helianthemum nummularium). Climbing Corydalis (Ceratocapnos claviculata) was recorded from Otley
Chevin, Danefield, by BNB. Surprisingly, this is our first record for it at this site, where it grows freely,
since Mary Dalby‘s record in 1968!
Small Teasel (Dipsacus pilosus) continues to do well in the Washburn, in the Nethernooks/Low Dam area.
DBr recorded it on the west side (Nethernooks), and KB found it extensively down the bank and along the
track on the Low Dam side.
Four plants of Bird‘s-nest Orchid (Neottia nidus-avis) – flowered this year in Grass Wood. (DN) Two
patches of Restharrow (Ononis repens) were seen near Linton Falls by HMB and JP. PB & JB also recorded
two patches of it from the south bank of the Wharfe, opposite Ilkley Golf Club. (This was a re-find of DL‘s
record from 1994.)
A fine colony of Herb-Paris (Paris quadrifolia) was found in Bastow Wood, in an area with good shade.
This is a re-find of a record from AMG in 1990. The colony had around 100 shoots. (AT, NV)
An odd and striking plant of Salad Burnet (Poterium sanguisorba) with its leaves edged with a white border
was found at the top end of Scot Gate Lane, Conistone, by NV. Two good clumps of False Oxlip (Primula x
polyantha) were recorded – one of these was seen at Bolton Abbey Railway Station by DH & RH, by the
footpath. The other was at the old sailing club site, Thruscross (BNB).
A pink-flowered Primrose (Primula vulgaris) was found among the usual pale yellow ones in Kex Gill by
HMB & RJB.
A form of Self Heal (Prunella vulgaris) with pale blue flowers was seen at Beecroft Moor Plantation, along
50m of trackside, by DAB. He said it was ‗very pretty, and the population is probably maintained by selfpollination.‘
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Lungwort (Pulmonaria officinalis) was found at the roadside on Pool Bank. (NF) Skullcap (Scutellaria
galericulata) was found near the dam at Lindley Wood Reservoir by NF, and not recorded from here since
1993. Bladder Campion (Silene vulgaris) was found by the river Wharfe in Ilkley by PB and JB.
Many plants of Lesser Meadow-rue were found in Troller‘s Gill, with one on rocks below the gill, by
AMG. It has not been recorded from here since 1987.
NOTABLE TREES:
Here is a list of some noteworthy trees seen on walks in 2010. Please let me know of any others that you
think are worth recording.
A well-grown mature Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) in the roadside at Cray. (HMB/ WNS)
Two Downy Birches (Betula pubescens) at Timble Ings. One certainly of veteran proportions, with a girth of
350 cm (11‘6‖) and 3 major trunks and 2 minor ones. Also another nearby with a girth of 180 cm at 1m
height. (BNB, NV)
An old Beech tree on limestone pavement near the wall between Grass Wood and Bastow Wood. (AT, NV)
A line of old Beeches by the Washburn, north of Blubberhouses with very odd shapes. Does anyone know
anything about their history? (JH, NV)
A Railway Poplar (Populus x canadensis), a type of Hybrid Black-poplar – in pasture at the east end of
Addingham. It is a well-grown female tree with a broad crown. (NV, BNB)
An amazing ancient Crack Willow (Salix fragilis) in a pasture near where Timble Gill Beck enters the
Washburn. (OM, NV)
A Lime tree (Tilia x vulgaris), a couple of hundred yards south of the steps from the Hole in the Wall, Bolton
Abbey. (NV)
A splendid Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra) by a track near Addingham. Obviously a survivor of Dutch Elm
Disease. Its girth at chest height is 2.54m (ie 8ft 4ins). (BNB)
Poplars: BNB has started having a good look at local Poplar trees (Populus spp). These can be impressive,
but are not easy to name correctly. You have to learn to recognise the general habit of the tree, and the
shapes of the leaves on the long-shoots and the short-shoots. The texture of the bark is important, too, and
you need to find out if the tree is male or female.
Like their cousins, the Willows (Salix spp), they are very good at hybridising, and have been deliberately
cross-bred, to combine desirable features.
So far, he has found: i) White Poplars (P. alba) at Knotford Nook, east of Otley, all female, some quite old.
ii) Black Poplars (P. nigra) at Ilkley by the river, east of New Bridge, Burley-in-Wharfedale, Knotford Nook
(a line near the river), and in an Otley park. As it happens all these were male. iii) A special fastigiate form,
Lombardy Poplar (P. n. ‘Italica’), grows in the Irish Fields, Otley, and there are more on the Pool Road.
iv) An Aspen (P. tremula) was found at the edge of woodland, Lindley, on a SINC survey. v) A specimen
of Western Balsam-poplar (P. trichocarpa), a large mature male tree, was found in Wharfe Meadows Park,
Otley, and more examples on the Otley to Pool road.
We will leave the hybrids for now!
FLOURISHING PLANTS THIS YEAR:
Ramsons (Allium ursinum) and Bluebells (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) looked great in early May on the old
Middleton Hospital site, along with Wood Stitchwort. (GH)
Lots of plants of Marsh Marigolds (Caltha palustris) seen near the Fish Farm, Farnley, by NF.
PS reported that the Blue Sow-thistle (Cicerbita macrophylla) at the top of Pool Bank was ‗as good a show
as I have ever seen there.‘ A superb large stand of Melancholy Thistle (Cirsium heterophyllum) was reported
near Scar House by KB. The Common Spotted-orchid population at Norwood Plantation produced some
‗specials‘ this year. Seven plants of the variety rhodochila, whose flowers are a deep velvety red, were
found, also one plant with pure white flowers. (NBa, DN, CH, NV)
A ‗fantastic show‘ of many Northern Marsh-orchids (D. purpurella) was seen in the Cray area by KB.
The Broad-leaved Helleborine colony in the Westwood Drive area of Ilkley again had large numbers of
flowering spikes. (ML & DL) In one field near Conistone, CH reckons she saw over 100 Autumn Gentians.
Good numbers of Fragrant Orchid were reported from the upper dale by AMG. ML & DL saw masses of
Common Rockrose above Kilnsey Crag.
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Yellow Archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon) was looking very good at Lindley(NBo). Lots of old spikes
of Adder‘s-tongue (Ophioglossum vulgatum) were seen in mid-August at the old sailing club site Thruscross
(BNB, MC, CH, NV) They had been recorded here when fresh in early May by DH & RH.
Mountain Pansies (Viola lutea) – were seen in profusion over a large area of limestone grassland between
Langcliffe and New Close Allotments by AB.
FLOWERING DATES:
16 Nov 09 – Ivy-leaved Toadflax with over 10 flowers in Otley Park. (CH)
21 Nov 09 – White Deadnettle (Lamium album) with 6 flowers in Otley Park, near the White Bridge. (CH)
9 Dec – one big bold flower of Lesser Celandine (Ficaria verna) seen in Manor Park, Otley. (CH)
17 Jan 10 – and one in the field above Middleton Woods. (also CH)
20 Feb – Colt‘s-foot in flower at Otley Wetlands. (KB)
7 Mar – two flowers of Colt‘s-foot fully open at Otley Wetlands. (FH)
19 Mar – Lesser Celandine in flower at Low Dam. (KB)
21 Mar – Wood Anemones (Anemone nemorosa) out in Lindley Woods. (NF)
28 Mar – Wild Daffodils well into flower by Riffa Beck. (NV)
4 Apr (Easter Sunday) – Primroses seen out at Bordley Hall, and white Sweet Violets in Moor Lane,
Threshfield. (Both JP)
7 Apr – Wood Anemones flowering at Leathley, and the first Bluebells in Lindley Wood in a very sheltered
spot behind a tree trunk. (KB)
BOTANY SECTION OUTINGS
Dob Park area. April 29th. Leader: Nicky Vernon
Our walk started at Norwood Bottom, with some welcome signs of spring – clumps of Primroses in flower
on the embankment, Blackcaps and Chiffchaffs singing, Curlews calling, and Swallows flying over the
reservoir, and Gorse (Ulex europaeus) in flower.
The first stretch of path is crossed by an outflow of water from the steep bank above. Here we found Bog
Stitchwort (Stellaria alsine), Common Valerian (Valeriana officinalis) and the first of several Hemlock
Water-dropwort plants (Oenanthe crocata), which occur in this part of the Washburn.
On the southwest bank of the reservoir we found a nice patch of Bitter-vetch (Lathyrus
linifolius), with its flowers a mixture of pink and crimson, fading to blue-green. Further on,
a plant of Lungwort was noticed – maybe a garden throw-out.
Another wet area produced Water Horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile) and Large Bittercress
(Cardamine amara).
We then wandered down the bank and across to the sandy edge of the Washburn, where
thousands of Himalayan Balsam seedlings (Impatiens glandulifera) were making themselves
obvious. The Wood Anemones, Moschatel (Adoxa moschatellina) and Alternate-leaved
Golden-saxifrage (Chrysosplenium alternifolium) also on the bank would soon be shaded
out and starved, if only a small fraction of the Balsam seedlings grow into mature plants.
In the field beyond the iron bridge, Field Woodrush (Luzula campestris) was just coming
into flower, its flowers a distinctive mix of brown and creamy-yellow.
From here we went into the wood. The Wild Cherries (Prunus avium) on the edge of the
wood were in blossom, and the Larches (Larix europea) growing their fresh green needles. At ground level,
Greater Stitchwort (Stellaria holostea) and Wood Stitchwort were opening up their buds, and we found the
sporing stems of Field Horsetail (Equisetum arvense). Soon we found a large clump of Common Bistort
(Persicaria bistorta), very near the Giant Butterbur (Petasites japonicus), which now seems well-established
(and this year produced 34 spikes of creamy-white flowers).
Dob Park Bridge, which is an old packhorse bridge, is an attractive spot, with Lesser Celandines, Dog
Violets (Viola riviniana) and Wood Sorrel around. Olwen Middleton said that the bridge is Grade 2 listed,
but, sadly, it is in need of urgent attention. The paving sets of the old ford are breaking away and being lost,
perhaps in the heavy water flow of recent winters. Tarmac has been put down above the sets, to try to
stabilise the ground, but it is quite inappropriate and unsightly, and anyway crumbling.
Someone has planted some cultivated daffodils and tulips at one side of the bridge – again inappropriate,
especially in an area where wild daffodils can be found.
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We failed to find the Sanicle recorded from here recently, but did find Wall Lettuce (Mycelis muralis) and
3-nerved Sandwort.
Teesdale.
May 18th. Leaders: Heather Burrow, Nicky Vernon
This year‘s visit to Teesdale began with the arrival of our minibus at Bowlees, in lovely sunshine. Here we
met up with Nevil & Audrey Bowland, who had only been waiting for us for 2 hours!
First we all went up to Langdon Beck, where Nevil had discovered a field with a good scatter of Spring
Gentians (Gentiana verna), Mountain Pansies and Bird‘s-eye Primrose (Primula farinosa), which we could
see at close quarters. This made a helpful start, and was thoughtful of Nevil, who knew that sheep had been
seen grazing on the next place we were to visit – Widdybank Fell.
Next we went up to the Cow Green Car Park, to walk along the Widdybank path, and had a slow wander
down to Cauldron Snout. Our views of the fells were excellent and clear.
We saw hundreds of Spring Gentians full out in the sunshine, putting a sheen of their special bright blue
over the turf. The Mountain Pansies looked good too; they are purple, rather than the plain yellow of our
Wharfedale ones. We were so lucky, as the little gentian flowers do not open on dull days. Spring Gentian
is the smallest member of its family of about 400 species, and is classed as an arctic-alpine. It is the emblem
of Teesdale and only occurs in the British Isles in Teesdale and on the Burren in County Clare.
Close to the Widdybank track we found Moonwort (Botrychium lunaria), also Mountain Everlasting
(Antennaria dioica) and Thrift (Armeria maritima). This last is not always a seaside plant.
Near the weather station we saw Alpine Meadow-rue (Thalictrum alpinum) and one little plant of the rare
Teesdale Violet (Viola rupestris). We spoke to a young woman working for the Bumblebee Conservation
Trust, who had been checking her transect (not a single bee today).
Most folk walked right on to Cauldron Snout. Nyree Fearnley was well-suited to find some bird-watchers
with a telescope set up, through which they let her look at a Ring Ouzel nest, with the parents visiting their
one nestling. We then went back to Bowlees and had a short walk down to Wynch Bridge and Low Force.
We found Shrubby Cinquefoil (Potentilla fruticosa) among the rocks, and a few Globeflowers (Trollius
europaeus) down by the Tees – as well as two Andy Goldsworthy tups!
The minibus took us down to Egglestone next, for our evening meal. The meal was fine, but it took forever
to get us all served. Eventually, we got back to Ilkley, well over 12 hours after we had left – after an
excellent day.
A very big ―Thank you‖ is due to our patient voluntary driver, who fitted in with all our requests, as well as
to Heather, for making the arrangements.
Cray.
May 27th. Leader: Heather Burrow
One thing is certain – Cray is a favourite spot for WNS botanists with good reason. It is a flower-rich site,
and the scenery is superb when you remember to look at it!
We walked from Hubberholme and crossed into the gill at Stubbing Bridge. The bed of the beck was dry,
and occupied by a Butterbur colony (Petasites hybridus).
The thin soil of the meadow above the beck held Pignut (Conopodium majus), Yellow Rattle, Rough
Hawkbit (Leontodon hispidus), Germander Speedwell (Veronica chamaedrys) and Downy Oat-grass
(Helictotrichon pubescens ).
By the rocks of the beckside, we saw Marsh Marigold, Large Bittercress and Pyrenean Scurvy-grass
(Cochlearia pyrenaica).
PPA confirmed that we had the hybrid violet (Viola x bavarica), as well as its parents – Common Dogviolet and Early Dog-violet (V. reichenbachiana). A plant of interest on a rock above the beck was Pick-aback Plant (Tolmeia menziesii). This was first noted here in 2008 by Kevin Walker. It is a N. American
member of the Saxifrage family, and is related quite closely to Fringe-cups (Tellima grandiflora), which
grows in Middleton Woods, Ilkley, and near the Old Bridge. It lacks the long whisker-like petals of Fringecups, and gets its name from its trick of producing new baby plants at the bottom of its heart-shaped leaves.
We can only guess how it came to be here.
Some really fine plants of Goldilocks (Ranunculus auricomus) were growing around the path. Goldilocks
never seems to be quite sure how many petals to grow, its flowers are variable, and its genetics very
complicated.
Another woodlander in good form was Sanicle (Sanicula europea), particularly where Crook Beck flows
into the gill.
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After a chilly lunch-break with a rain shower, we moved onto the south-facing bank of limestone pasture.
Here we found Parsley Piert (Aphanes arvensis), Kidney Vetch , Common Milkwort (Polygala vulgaris) and
Common Thyme (Thymus polytrichus). Round the rocky outcrops there were Limestone Bedstraw (Galium
sterneri), Thale-cress and Carnation Sedge (Carex panicea). Sadly, we did not re-find Viviparous Bistort
(Persicaria vivipara), last seen here on a WNS meeting in 2002, and seen by KW in 2008. NV was
concerned about the thin scatter of Bracken fronds (Pteridium aquilinum) from the top of the pasture – is it
on the march?
In a wet flush above the beck, we found Butterwort (Pinguicula vulgaris), Bird‘s-eye Primrose and Marsh
Valerian (Valeriana dioica).
The walls of the buildings near Cray held Welsh Poppy (Meconopsis cambrica), Biting Stonecrop (Sedum
acre) and Shining Crane‘s-bill (Geranium lucidum). Behind the farm buildings there was a big colony of
Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonus-henricus), presumably no longer needed as a handy green
vegetable, but persisting.
Around the spring were many orchid plants, yet to flower, but later to make a fine show of Northern Marshorchids, with their rich purple flowers. But we did see Ragged Robin (Silene flos-cuculi) and Spear Mint
(Mentha spicata).
Walking back down the B 6160, we were able to look across to the nearby scar, and see lots of Primroses
flowering below it.
On the side road, we had a final few ‗goodies‘ – first a long
colony of Herb-Paris (Paris quadrifolia) under Hazel and by the
wall, not recorded by WNS until last year, when spotted by HMB
and RJB. Nearby were some Globeflowers, first recorded here in
2001 by WNS.
Next, a good patch of Melancholy Thistles on the verge hid a few
plants of Kidney Saxifrage (Saxifraga hirsuta), growing under
Blackthorn. This was a real surprise, also spotted on an earlier visit
by HMB and RJB. It is native to S. Ireland, but occurs as a
naturalised plant in N. England. Despite all the botanising in this
Kidney
area, there is still much to learn.
Saxifrage
Altogether, a great day. Thank you, Heather and Dick, for all the
planning.
Scargill.
June 3rd.
Leaders: Hugh Firman, Nicky Vernon
In 2010 local natural history societies were invited to visit Scargill, near Kettlewell, and to help the new
owners to catalogue what plants and animals were living on the property. This information will then be used
to help in the drawing up of an appropriate management plan. Hugh Firman is advising the Scargill team on
the management of the site, which covers approximately 100 acres.
The property is on the east side of the dale. It includes a hay meadow, gardens, woodland (mixed
deciduous & coniferous) and limestone grassland. At present there is no grazing. Posts have been put in at
various points, so that comparative photos can be taken from set points, over time. The place takes its name
from a dry gill which crosses the steep limestone scars near the south end of the area.
We were given a warm welcome, then set off with Hugh into Crookacre Wood. This is largely deciduous,
with a good understorey which included Bloody Crane‘s-bill, Goldenrod (Solidago virgaurea), Wood Sedge
(Carex sylvatica) and Bugle (Ajuga reptans).
After our lunch stop, we climbed a steep path crossing one of the limestone scars. On the outcrop we saw
Hairy Rockcress (Arabis hirsuta), Fairy Flax (Linum catharticum) and Mountain Melick (Melica nutans).
Several attractive Yellow Spotted Moths were flying here, also a Green Hairstreak Butterfly.
The grass was quite long on the upper terrace of grassland, and was being heavily invaded by Bracken.
Trees had been planted some years ago, in groups, and these included Swedish Whitebeam (Sorbus
intermedia), Corsican Pine (Pinus nigra) and Sitka Spruce (Picea sitchensis).
A glamorous mating pair of large insects with golden bronze wings caused interest. Karen Bullimore later
tracked them down as Hawthorn Sawflies.
At the side of the dry gill, Hart‘s-tongue Fern (Asplenium scolopendrium) was growing among the scree,
and Bruce investigated a Polypody which turned out to be a nationally-scarce hybrid (Polypodium x
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shivasiae). It has a scattered population in upper Wharfedale. One parent, Intermediate Polypody (P.
interjectum), is quite common, but the other, Western Polypody (P. cambricum), is relatively rare, although
known to grow not too far away.
Walking back down hill at the south end of the site, the path took us through some potentially good diverse
limestone pasture. Cowslips (Primula veris) had flowered well, and we saw Tufted Vetch (Vicia cracca),
Great Burnet (Sanguisorba officinalis), Zigzag clover and Quaking Grass (Briza media). However, Bracken
was advancing determinedly across the area.
On a later visit, we found an old Buckthorn tree just below the scar here, surrounded by its own seedlings,
and Burnet Rose (Rosa spinosissima).
Although we found 4 different species of Lady‘s-mantle, it was a later visit by Bradford Botany Group that
added 2 further, and rare species, special to the northern dales. Altogether, our full species list numbered
almost 200 species, and we provided Scargill with the start of a database. Undoubtedly, there is a rich flora,
with good diversity of flowers and grasses. We also saw a number of different insects, and fungi. It is a
privilege to be able to visit such an interesting privately-owned site.
Management in 2010 was restricted to the clearing and repair of the many footpaths, and to bracken
trampling. Our feeling was that some degree of grazing is probably needed, to help to keep the bracken at
bay, and to keep the grassland areas open, with short flowery turf.
We were very grateful for the cups of tea – and bonus of CAKE - before we left. Many thanks go to Hugh
and the staff at Scargill House for arranging the day, and for looking after us so well.
Beckermonds.
June 17th. Leader: Peter Katic (National Trust, Upper Wharfedale)
We met Peter on a stunningly lovely day, with a clear blue sky and warm sunshine. Driving up the dale, we
had enjoyed all the may blossom and the fields full of buttercups.
Our walk to the meadows took us through a field which had big standing stones in the walls. Peter told us
they are called ‗orthostats‘, and probably indicate that the field boundaries are very old. We also passed two
round sheepfolds which have been re-built recently, but in their original form, using voluntary labour.
Our morning stop was at the partly-exposed limestone pavement area called ‗The Helks‘. This is wellcovered with plants, including occasional trees. It provides a refuge for some old hay meadow species such
as Wood Crane‘s-bill (Geranium sylvaticum) and Melancholy Thistle. We found Stone Bramble (Rubus
saxatilis) and a very low-growing Sloe tree (Prunus spinosa), hugging the rock closely.
The grykes held all sorts of surprises, from Primroses, Changing Forget-me-not (Myosotis discolor) to
Small Scabious (Scabiosa columbaria), Harebell and Kidney Vetch. The rare Silky Lady‘s-mantle was
found too.
Someone spotted Wild Pansy (Viola tricolor ssp tricolor). This is probably part of the same population
found by Florence Houseman and recorded by AMG on a YNU visit in 1980, when it was called Viola
lepida. It is a perennial form, and is restricted to hilly areas in the north, but is now considered to be no more
than a variant of ssp tricolor.
Later, we moved into a hay meadow which had very varied vegetation. At the lower end, the limestone is
close to the surface, and the soil is quite thin. Going up the field, things got wetter and changed through
lime-rich flushes to acidic peaty conditions at the top, with the vegetation quite rank.
At first, we were finding Yellow Rattle, Pignut and meadow grasses such as Sweet Vernal-grass
(Anthoxanthum odoratum), Meadow Foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis) and Meadow Oat-grass (Helictotrichon
pratense). Then we started to see Melancholy Thistle, Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) and Heath
Spotted-orchids (Dactylorhiza maculata), along with Wood Horsetail (Equisetum sylvaticum) and Water
Avens (Geum rivale).
As things got wetter and lower in pH, in came Heath Woodrush (Luzula multiflora) in its compact
subspecies congesta, Wavy Bittercress (Cardamine flexuosa), Marsh Hawk‘s-beard (Crepis paludosa) and
Marsh Valerian. Fragrant Orchids and some fine Globeflowers and Twayblades (Listera ovata) were
growing here.
Pill Sedge (Carex pilulifera) and Eared Willow (Salix aurita) led us into wet heath, with Tawny Sedge
(Carex hostiana), Mat Grass (Nardus stricta) and Lousewort (Pedicularis sylvatica). Tucked down in the
grass we found Creeping Willow (Salix repens), and near it, Bitter-vetch and Marsh Violet (Viola palustris).
In another wet patch on our descent we found Marsh Arrowgrass and Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga).
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Altogether, we had a rich and varied day. Our thanks go to Peter Katic for arranging the visit, and for
showing us this amazing area.
Ripon, Quarry Moor SSSI.
July 1st.
Leaders: Ann Bickley, Joan Powell
Our visit to Ripon brought our biggest group, and a fine day. The site is quite a large one, with areas of
grassland and scrub. It is on an exposure of Magnesian Limestone, which has been heavily quarried over the
years. The land has also been used in the past by the people of Ripon as common pasture. Nowadays, it is
used for recreation, mainly walking, but a structured children‘s play area is a recent addition at one corner.
Our walk started along a track which passed ―lawns‖ yellow with Bird‘s-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus)
and fragrant with White Clover (Trifolium repens).
Our first identification challenge came in the form of 2 species of St.John‘s-wort, growing in a grassy
triangle. Eventually, we settled for Hairy St.John‘s-wort (Hypericum hirsutum) and Perforate St.John‘s-wort
(H. perforatum).
An enclosed area of very short turf, known as the Paddock held masses of Fairy Flax, which has neat white
flowers. Here we also found Autumn Gentian, a couple of Bee Orchids (Ophrys apifera) and the pinkflowered Common Centaury (Centaurium erythraea). A little grass which prefers this open freely-drained
turf was Silver Hair-grass (Aira caryophyllea), as does Scarlet Pimpernel
(Anagallis arvensis).
Soon, we were finding lots of Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense), not
particularly thrilling in itself, but it is the host plant for the special parasitic
plant for which this site is well-known. That is Thistle Broomrape (Orobanche
reticulata). It was just coming into its best flowering state. It has fleshy spikes
of creamy pink flowers, and no leaves. (These are not needed, as it draws its
food requirements from the underground stems of the Creeping Thistle.) The
Broomrape is a nationally rare plant with only 3 areas of population, all in
Yorkshire. Ripon is one of these. It needs to be on a site where scrub is kept at
bay, and where there is regular soil disturbance. (Rabbits can do the job!)
Then its seeds can germinate and grow to reach the roots of thistles.
The track continued past exposures of the old quarry sides, overgrown by
scrub. We found Black Bryony (Tamus communis) climbing around, and a rose
bush with Robin‘s Pincushion galls. Typical taller wayside plants here were
Ribbed Melilot (Melilotus officinalis), Ox-eye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare)
Thistle Broomrape (PS)
and Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria).
We found Columbines in various colours, presumably of garden origin. This
plant can be remarkably persistent as a throw-out. Another garden escape was Sulphur Cinquefoil
(Potentilla recta) – quite a tall plant with pale yellow flowers. Jacob‘s Ladder was also in flower in the
verge, although the Council workmen had carefully strimmed it.
In a wetter area of rough grassland, there was Spiked Sedge (Carex spicata) and Hemlock (Conium
maculatum) further on. The lime-loving Wild Basil (Clinopodium vulgare) was growing in the hedge
bottom.
On a dry grassy slope, one of the attractive plants of Magnesian limestone, Yellow-wort (Blackstonia
perfoliata), could be seen. Here were attractive patches of Creeping Cinquefoil and Self Heal. During the
day, we had found it with its usual purple flowers, but also there were pink-flowered patches, and even white
ones too!
For much of the walk, we were able to see the many spikes of Thistle Broomrape. It was wellphotographed! Although the site is plainly well-used by the citizens of Ripon, mainly for dog-walking, there
is much of interest to be seen, apart from the site-supremo (the broomrape).
Ann and Joan had judged the timing of our visit very well, and we thank them for all their careful preparation
and help on the day.
Roudsea Wood and Mosses NNR, S. Cumbria.
July 3rd.
Leader: Dr. Paul Ashton
Several WNS members attended this BSBI excursion. It was the third such event organised by Paul that we
have joined. Each one has been to a wonderful site, and has had the purpose of helping beginners and others
to develop their identification skills.
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This reserve lies at the head of Morecambe Bay, next to the estuary of the River Leven. It is managed by
Natural England, and includes woodland, peat bogs (mosses) and saltmarsh.
The mosses include raised bogs, typical of areas of high rainfall. They are characterised by areas of wet
peat, whose surface is covered by a carpet of Sphagna (bog mosses). At Roudsea there is a board-walk,
which allows you to walk into the bog, without damaging its structure.
From this, we could see Bog Rosemary (Andromeda polifolia), Bog Myrtle (Myrtus communis) and White
and Brown Beak-sedges (Rhynchospora alba & R. fusca), none of which we find at home.
The wood lies on two different rock types – limestone and acid slate. It is quite clear when you go from
one to the other, by the change in the vegetation, with Oak, Lime, Ash & Hazel on the limestone, and Oak,
Birch & Rowan on the acid slates.
The main plant of interest in the wet woodland on limestone is the Large Yellow-sedge (Carex flava). It
only has 3 sites in England. Roudsea is its stronghold, with around 2000 plants. At nearby Gaitbarrows
there are maybe 20 plants, and also a similar number at Malham Tarn. The plant has all its flower spikes
clustered at the top of the stem, and in the USA it is called ―Hedgehog Grass‖.
The lime here is Small-leaved Lime (Tilia cordata); it is at its northern limit. We also saw some fine old
Yews (Taxus baccata).
Paul told us that the peat bogs survived here because, although they were due to be dug out for fuel in the
1820s, the coming of coal-mining to fuel the Industrial Revolution put the operation off, and the mosses
remained uncut.
I wish to thank Paul and his helpers for so generously giving us another excellent and useful day.
Timble Ings.
July 15th.
Leader: Gordon Haycock
A meeting on St Swithin‘s Day had some unsurprisingly heavy rain showers, but also some warm sunshine.
Mr Pettit, who had kindly offered us parking space, came out with us for a while. The general plan was to
walk roughly in a square round this extensive site, so we started by going along the eastern edge, through
drier Birch woodland, with Bracken beneath. Fungi found here included Grisette and a yellow-capped
Russula.
We found several patches of Sheep‘s Sorrel (Rumex acetosella) and Climbing Corydalis, Lady Fern
(Athyrium filix-femina), Heath Bedstraw (Galium saxatile) and Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus), all typical of
light woodland on acid soil.
In the wetter places there were some splendid plants of Marsh Thistle (Cirsium palustre) growing tall and
stately. In the ditches we found Floating Sweetgrass (Glyceria fluitans) and its more glaucous relative Small
Sweetgrass (G. declinata). Gordon pointed out some of the bog mosses, one of which (Sphagnum fallax)
was sporing well. It is a plant of permanently wet acidic sites.
The lower wetter woodland was characterised by Alder (Alnus glutinosa) and Hazel (Corylus avellana). On
a corner, where the ground had been disturbed by machinery, there was a good colony of Small Teasel.
We then came to an interesting area of wet grassland. This had been planted with a number of Oak trees
(Quercus robur), fine young trees, but not perhaps the best use of this area. Here we saw a colony of the
delicate Wood Horsetail and clumps of Tufted Hairgrass (Deschampsia caespitosa), whose leaves and
flowering stems seemed to float over the other vegetation. Sneezewort (Achillea ptarmica), Devil‘s-bit
Scabious and Greater Bird‘s-foot-trefoil (Lotus pedunculatus) were all
in colourful flower.
Where the wet mud was more open, we found Marsh Violet, Pale
Sedge (Carex pallescens) and Marsh Cudweed (Gnaphalium
uliginosum), also Water-purslane (Lythrum portula) and Narrow
Buckler-fern (Dryopteris carthusiana).
Along the track edges, in the ditches, we found 2 of the water Forgetme-nots – Tufted (Myosotis laxa) and Creeping (M. secunda), also New
Zealand Willowherb (Epilobium brunnescens), which has creeping,
mat-forming stems with upright flower stalks bearing the single pale
New Zealand Willowherb (MA)
pink flowers.
At the west end of the site we visited a bog pool amid a sea of Heather (Calluna vulgaris), Bilberry, and
Purple Moor-grass (Molinia caerulea). The Bog Asphodel was flowering beautifully, with its spikes of
starry yellow flowers scenting the air. We found a few Sundew plants (Drosera rotundifolia) and Star Sedge
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(Carex echinata). Across the carpets of bog mosses, Cranberry plants were trailing their stems, with their
surprisingly large red oval fruits.
Regaining the main track and drier ground, Gordon showed us Deergrass
(Trichophorum germanicum) and a patch of Cowberry, infected with a white
powdery mildew (Exobasidium vaccinii). NV had seen the same fungus on
cowberry on Ilkley Moor a few days earlier.
At one of the ponds we watched lots of bumble bees working the rounded
flowerheads of Wild Angelica. Further on by the ditch was Skullcap. BNB then
found Narrow Male-fern (Dryopteris cambrensis). This has multiple crowns, and
the stalks of the fronds are covered with reddish-golden scales.
It was a long day. We wish to thank Gordon for his help, and patience in getting
us round the site and back.
Skullcap (MA)
Ilkley Moor.
August 5th.
Leader: Nicky Vernon
This walk stayed close to the northern (Ilkley) edge of the moor, starting at the
Darwin Gardens. Here Joan Powell and Audrey Gramshaw pointed out some fungi for us – the Miller, with
its suede-like feel and mealy smell, and Lurid Bolete, with its netted stalk. Nearby at the roadside was a
large clump of Spiked Sedge – not too common round here.
Over the road, we walked to a boggy area, which gave us a few identification challenges. Marsh Pennywort
(Hydrocotyle vulgaris) with its distinctive round leaves, was not one of them, nor were Ragged Robin or
Sneezewort.
Two mints were eventually named as Water Mint (Mentha aquatica) and (tentatively) False Apple-mint.
They had quite distinctive smells. ‗Mystery‘ leaves were eventually recognised as the basal leaves of Marsh
Valerian, but it did not appear to have flowered.
More mystery leaves were thought to be Creeping-Jenny (Lysimachia nummularia), rather than Yellow
Pimpernel (L. nemorum). This was confirmed later by BNB, after looking at stem sections.
A little Creeping Forget-me-not was spotted by a small water channel, but NV failed to find the Bogbean
(Menyanthes trifoliata) seen on an earlier visit – however she found it again a month later! Slender Sedge
was seen by the footpaths near the road. This American plant has been with us since the late eighteenth
century, but is not well known. It is usually found growing at the sides of tracks on damp open soils, and
grows in dense tufts.
Our lunch stop provided us with some ferny interest – with Lemon-scented Fern (Oreopteris limbosperma),
Hard Fern (Blechnum spicant) and a crested form of Lady Fern all close by.
Next we walked up and around the Upper Tarn. The water is well-colonised by Water Horsetail and
Common Spike-rush (Eleocharis palustris), with some Bog Pondweed (Potamogeton polygonifolius). The
Friends of Ilkley Moor have been working to reduce the coverage by Water Horsetail, and also to pull the
Bracken from the immediate surrounds of the tarn. Unfortunately, both these plants really need to be
controlled annually.
An attractive Rose plant at the side of the tarn caused some interest. It is Glaucous Rose (Rosa glauca),
which has neatly cut leaves, which are glaucous but also reddish, and its flowers are a deep pink. Maybe it
has been seeded here by birds. Another ‗incomer‘ was spotted by Joyce Hartley, next to the path down. It
was Silver Lady‘s-mantle, and our second record for it.
Our next stop was another boggy area with a good population of Bog Asphodel. Sadly this had finished
flowering, but still had a warm orange-brown colour. Both Common Cottongrass (Eriophorum
angustifolium) and Hare‘s-tail (E. vaginatum) were growing here – their leaves typically turning a rusty
brown. We found a small area of Cranberry and some Sundews flowering nicely.
Lastly, we went to look at the usual colony of Broad-leaved Helleborines near Craiglands. Despite the lack
of light under the trees and the dirty site, we counted 40 plants, about half of which were flowering.

Skirethorns.
August 26th.
Leader: Bruce Brown
This meeting was a case of third time lucky, having been cancelled twice because of wet weather.
The walk started at Skirethorns, giving us verges, dry stone walls and hedges to look at. For some reason,
traffic to the caravan site was heavy, so we had to watch our backs.
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Nice finds in the verge included Small-flowered Crane‘s-bill (Geranium pusillum), Meadow Crane‘s-bill
(G. pratense) and Goat‘s-beard (Tragopogon pratense). Lily-of-the-valley (Convallaria majalis) and Yellow
Corydalis (Pseudofumaria lutea) have spread out from a nearby garden. On the walls we found Herb Robert
(Geranium robertianum), Brittle Bladder-fern (Cystopteris fragilis) and Wall-rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria).
The group walked through the caravan site to the little valley beyond. This appears to be on a branch of the
Craven Fault, as the land to the north of Rowley Beck has a lime-tolerant flora, and to the south of it is
gritstone, with a flora of more acidic soils. A good bank near the path gave us a flower-rich spot, with Rockrose, Autumnal Hawkbit (Scorzoneroides autumnalis), Common Milkwort and Mouse-ear Hawkweed
(Pilosella officinarum). Carline Thistles made another popular find.
PPA pointed out an Eyebright as being Euphrasia confusa, one of the 2 more common species in the dale.
The eyebrights are not easy species to name, and need experience. Silver Lady‘s-mantle is a member of
another tricky group to name. It is distinguished by attractive silvery hairs, and silky lower leaf-surfaces.
Moving upwards with the hillside on our right, we could see the many Primrose plants under the Bracken
that make such a lovely show in spring. To the left, a base-rich marshy area was well worth a stop. It held a
good population of Flat Sedge among lots of Hard Rush (Juncus inflexus). There has been concern recently
about the decrease of the not too common Flat Sedge.
Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula) still had the odd few flowers, also Marsh Bedstraw (Galium
palustre), but the Marsh Marigolds were in seed. Two sedges were present – Long-stalked Yellow-sedge
(Carex lepidocarpa) and Tawny Sedge (C. hostiana), and BNB pointed out plants that were the hybrids of
these two, C. x fulva, with their squashy empty female florets.
Up the path again, with the influence of the acidic gritstone more obvious here – Oval Sedge (C. leporina)
and Yellow Waxcap fungi were spotted among the bracken.
Finally, we scrambled up towards the limestone scar and walked along the scree at its base, among a scatter
of Ash trees (Fraxinus excelsior). Blue Moor-grass (Sesleria caerulea) was the main grass here, with
occasional tufts of False Brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum). The shovel-shaped leaves of Hairy Violet
(Viola hirta), more Primroses and occasional Harebells were around.
On the rocky scar ledges we could see a good colony of Angular Solomon‘s-seal (Polygonatum odoratum),
found by BNB & CH the previous year. This is a really good find of a nationally scarce plant. The ledges
also held Wild Basil, Field Garlic (Allium oleraceum) and Marjoram (Origanum vulgare). Bloody Crane‘sbill, Thyme-leaved Sandwort (Arenaria serpyllifolia) and both Small Scabious and Field Scabious (Knautia
arvensis) also made the ledges worth a trawl.
Our thanks go to Bruce for being prepared to lead this walk two years running!
Grass Wood – Fruits & Seeds.
September 9th.
Leader: Audrey Gramshaw.
On an earlier recce, AMG and NV had worked out a suitable route and plants to ‗visit‘.
Many thanks to Audrey for guiding us round Grass Wood to the appropriate spots. Even in September,
there were about 40 species with fruits and seed pods to find. Audrey was still able to show us the remains
of the Bird‘s-nest Orchid, which had flowered weeks before.
Just to make sure that everybody was really taking notice, here is a quiz (over the page) to see what you can
recognise. All the species grow in Grass Wood. They are not drawn to scale. Answers on Page 41
SURVEYS
Bolton Abbey Estate Survey – Pickles Gill. May 13th.
Leader: Roy Lingard (Head Forester)
We had a fine day for our survey this year, and a good-sized group. In the morning we tackled just the
bottom quarter of Pickles Gill, only working upstream from the ford as far as the going was reasonably easy.
Near the ford, we were in a nice grove of Beech trees, with an abundance of Ramsons around and in flower.
Higher up the banking there were Bluebells too. In the soft damp lower ground we found many colonies of
Moschatel, along with Enchanter‘s Nightshade (Circaea lutetiana) and Dog‘s Mercury (Mercurialis
perennis). In the understorey below the Alders there were carpets of both Opposite-leaved Golden-saxifrage
(Chrysosplenium oppositifolium) and Alternate-leaved Golden-saxifrage.

37

Fruit and Seed Quiz
What can you recognise?

I have never seen so much Alternate-leaved G-s before! Surprisingly, Wood Speedwell (Veronica montana)
was holding its own remarkably well under the taller species.
Midge Leather found a Cream-spot Ladybird on a large Sycamore, and then spotted some little snails. One
of these had a flat-coiled shell, and the other was like a little ice-cream cone. We also found a micro moth, a
Peacock butterfly and a Speckled Wood – all on the same tree. I sent 2 specimens of the ice-cream cone
snail to Adrian Norris, YNU, who kindly identified them as 2 different species, one widespread in a range of
habitats, the other almost always found in old woodland. And I thought they were both the same! A little
lesson in what we can miss.
Perhaps the star find of the morning was a fine Morel at the foot of a sycamore. I wonder if Roy went back
later, to collect it for his tea?
Next we walked along the roadside banking upstream from Pickles Gill. The wooded bank proved to be
rich and varied. At one point there is a long fringe of Wood Melick (Melica uniflora), an attractive grass,
overhanging the road. A little further on, it is replaced by the stouter Greater Woodrush (Luzula sylvatica).
Looking further back, we could find Bugle, Woodruff (Galium odoratum) and Wood Anemones, Betony,
Sanicle, Crosswort (Cruciata laevipes) and Barren Strawberry (Potentilla sterilis).
At the top of the bank, near a nutrient-rich flush from the field above, we found Goldilocks, the woodland
buttercup, and some clumps of what we decided after some debate, was Giant Bellflower.
In among the leaf litter we spotted Primroses, 3-nerved Sandwort and Gooseberry (Ribes uva-crispa).
In a gateway, some bright blue Wood Forget-me-nots (Myosotis sylvatica) included a plant with white
flowers. Nearby, at the foot of a Poplar, Roy showed us a colony of the parasitic Toothwort, and also a
second one, this time apparently using a large Holly tree as its host.
Walking back, Bruce Brown showed us Intermediate Polypody, in a wall near Cavendish Bridge, and also
Brittle Bladder Fern just nearby.
Having discussed earlier which bellflower we had found, some folk went down to Hide Island, and quickly
found plants of both Giant and Nettle-leaved Bellflowers (Campanula trachelium) – easy to tell apart when
you have the two side by side. The Nettle-leaved one gets its name for good reason! We also looked at the
large colony of Herb-Paris and the Wood Stitchwort growing in the shingle, along with Marsh Hawk‘sbeard.
Our thanks go to Roy Lingard for giving us another very interesting and varied day.
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Washburn Reservoirs Revisited, Part 2.
A year ago, I described how I had revisited the draw-down zones of Swinsty and Fewston reservoirs, to see
how they compared with 50 years ago, when Joan Duncan and Mary Dalby had surveyed them.
By the end of 2009, I had started looking at Thruscross and Lindley Wood reservoirs as well, with welcome
help from BNB and CH. It took a few more visits in summer and autumn 2010 for us to finish the job.
I had wanted to find out:
i) what species were still there,
ii) what species had been lost,
iii) what had been gained,
iv) whether any incomers/ aliens had arrived.
Mary and Joan had scored over 90 species in the draw-down zone alone. We had recorded over 160 but
were, of course, looking at 4 reservoirs, rather than two.
Still Present: - The list of Draw-down ‗Specials‘ re-found in 2009 included
Trifid Bur-marigold (Bidens tripartita), Red Goosefoot (Chenopodium
rubrum), Mudwort (Limosella aquatica), Shoreweed (Littorella uniflora),
Water-purslane and Marsh Cinquefoil (Potentilla palustris, now Comarum
palustre).
We had also seen Corn Mint (Mentha arvensis) and Water Mint, and their
hybrid, Whorled Mint (M. x verticillata) at Thruscross, Swinsty and
Fewston.
In 2010 we were able to add Marsh Speedwell (Veronica scutellata) –
well-represented on Fewston, Swinsty and Lindley Wood, also Marsh
Foxtail (Alopecurus geniculatus) – but not much of it, and only found at
Lindley Wood.
Losses: We were able to take two more species off the list of species present in 1957 – 1959, but not refound in 2009. These were Slender Rush and Corn Spurrey (Spergularia arvensis).
However, we still failed to find Orange Foxtail (Alopecurus aequalis), Thread Rush (Juncus filiformis),
Wood Clubrush (Scirpus sylvaticus) and Common Clubrush (Schoenoplectus lacustris). It is likely that work
at the embankment end of Swinsty put paid to Thread Rush, not seen since 2003. I‘m still in hopes that
Orange Foxtail will reappear in its own good time, but it has not been seen since the 1990s.
Gains: - We felt able to add Hybrid Cinquefoil to our list – seen at both Lindley Wood and Swinsty. Another
addition was to the well-represented group of Persicaries, so conspicuous and important in the mid-shore
zone. Small Water-pepper is a distinctive plant with white flower-buds and slender habit, and it is rare.
Another new taxon found at Thruscross in autumn 2009 was the rarer subspecies of Broad-leaved Plantain,
namely Plantago major ssp intermedia. By autumn 2010, we had found it at all 4 reservoirs.
Incomers: lastly, the Aliens! So far, Himalayan Balsam does not make much of an impact, only being found
at the north end of Fewston. New Zealand Pigmyweed (Crassula helmsii) is a much more serious problem,
covering large areas of the shore at Fewston, Swinsty and Lindley Wood, and successfully out-competing
native species. We have not yet seen it at Thruscross. It tends to flourish where the water is ‗enriched‘,
probably here by goose droppings. Our hope is that the water is kept clean by Yorkshire Water.
Michaelmas Daisy (Aster novi-belgii agg) is another newcomer, conspicuous at Swinsty, making large
patches on the upper shore. Insects find the clusters of white flowers well worth foraging.
Lastly, Slender Rush has been around for a long time (since the end of the eighteenth century). It was
recorded by Joan and Mary at Swinsty, and is still there, quite well-behaved. Its seeds are sticky, and can be
spread by foot-traffic or wheels, so it is usually found at track sides. We also found it on our walk at Lindley
Wood in late April.
To sum up, the reservoir shores continue to do well, with their interesting suites of specialist plants, which
have to time their life cycles to fit in with the short period of summer shore exposure. Whether the changes
in management of water supplies and reservoir levels will have any effects in the long run remains to be
seen. The cleanliness required of reservoir water is probably the best guard against widespread growth of
undesirable species4.
Reference: Vegetation of Swinsty & Fewston Reservoirs, 1957 – 1959 – JE Duncan & M Dalby. The Naturalist, YNU, July –
Sept. 1960.
4
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Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits.
Test Plots – The 3 test plots were recorded during the year for:
i) species present, ii) bare ground, iii) vegetation height and iv) % mosses.
i) All species seen in 2009 were still present, plus an extra eight.
These were:
Birch seedlings,
Rosebay Willowherb (Chamerion angustifolium),
Crosswort,
Marsh Willowherb (Epilobium palustre),
Cut-leaved Crane‘s-bill (Geranium dissectum),
Changing Forget-me-not,
Wood Dock (Rumex sanguineum)
and Red Clover (Trifolium pratense).
ii) The amount of bare ground inside the fenced areas was now nil in 5 out of 6 plots, and outside the fenced
areas it was nil in 4 out of 6 plots (and anyway never more than 15%).
iii) The vegetation heights inside and outside the fencing now differ markedly. In the fenced areas it
averaged around 25–26cm (about 10ins), whereas in the non-fenced areas it was 3 to 4cm. Clearly rabbitgrazing is responsible.
iv) Overall, the percentage of moss in the raked areas was half that in the areas not raked, ie it has not grown
back to its former strength. So far, fencing does not seem to make much difference, although in the longer
term, the much stronger growth of grasses inside the wire may reduce the amount of moss even more. The
plot at the eastern end of the site continues to have a different and rather bigger range of species compared
with the other two. It has two sedges (Carex flacca and C. hirta), Meadowsweet, Creeping Cinquefoil,
Crosswort and Ox-eye Daisy.
Other Changes:
a) My main concern at the end of 2010 was the Tall Eryngo (Eryngium giganteum). It was not looking at all
good. We found few second year plants, and hardly any first year plants. This state of affairs will need
monitoring in 2011.
b) Records for the West Side: The big excitement was DH finding a colony of Broad-leaved Helleborines
by the river bank path. We have not recorded the plant on this site before. BNB re-found a Spindle tree
(Euonymus europaeus) on the top of the river bank. This has not been recorded since it was listed here by
Freda Draper in 1986. Near it, but not on our list for the west side, were several plants of Common Valerian.
c) Records for the East Side:
2010 brought a welcome, if small, show of Common Spotted-orchids and Southern Marsh-orchids, as well as
a fine hybrid plant. A re-find on the bank of the drainage ditch, now cleared after much hard work, was one
plant of Sand Leek (Allium scorodoprasum), not seen since 1995. New to the site in 2008 was 1 plant of
Sticky Groundsel. This has now mothered a small colony. We also found a second big clump of Sea
Clubrush (Bolboschoenus maritimus).
Additions to the site list for 2010 are:
Early Hair-grass (Aira praecox),
Bifid Hemp-nettle,
Hybrid Dock (Rumex x pratensis),
Hoary Ragwort (Senecio erucifolius)
Upright Hedge-parsley (Torilis japonica).
Blocking the Grips – Moorland Survey. Leader: Richard Humpidge (National Trust, Yorks. Dales)
In the 1970s, owners of land in the upper dales were encouraged to increase the amount of grazing land, by
draining boggy areas of moorland. This was done by digging out grips – long gutters or ditches running
down the fell side at short distances apart.
More recently, it has become quite obvious that speeding the drainage of rainwater from the fells is not
always a good thing. Gullies have been created, have widened and then been washed out, with soil, turf,
stones and boulders carried down to lower levels. These have been deposited where the water drains into
rivers, blocking the exits, and causing flooding of the fertile pastures there.
The re-wetting of the moorland is now under way, spurred on by a European Water Framework Directive.
In Wharfedale, grips are being blocked up again, to allow the land to retain water longer, and then let it out
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slowly and steadily, like a sponge. We were asked by Richard Humpidge to start some botanical monitoring
of the effects of blocking the grips. We spent a day at each of two sites, one at Redmire near Buckden and
the other at Eller Carr, Beckermonds.
About half a dozen people spread out in a line downhill, then walked across the site on parallel tracks,
moving downhill at the end of each ‗run‘, until the area had been covered. We scored the plants found at the
centre of our boot-toes every 30 paces. (This gives a simple picture of diversity and abundance.)
The earth-moving machinery for re-blocking the grips was due to move in the week after our visit. Each
survey now needs to be repeated every year for about 10 years, to see whether the pattern of species changes,
and the moorland gradually recovers. More ‗walkers‘ will be very welcome!
YDMT Hay Time Project.
The Yorkshire Dales Millenium Trust (YDMT) Hay Time Project Officer, Christa Perry, enlisted the help of
a group of WNS members to help in the process of restoring some Dales hay meadows.
Our role has been to survey selected meadows (all SSSIs), to see if they would be suitable as seed donors.
This must be done between late June and mid-July, after which the meadows are cropped. Our first site was
the lovely diverse meadow at Grassington Park (the old hospital site). We recorded species and their
abundance, using a standard methodology. Our other site was a group of 4 meadows in Wensleydale, near
Appersett. One of these was a wonderful species-rich field on a sloping site, full of colour.
Key species needed for meadow-restoration are Yellow Rattle, Red Clover, Sweet Vernal-grass, Ribwort
Plantain and the hawkbits.
More special species needed for meadow-enhancement include upland plants such as Wood Crane‘s-bill,
Great Burnet, Lady‘s-mantle and Water Avens. A meadow with all these species present will make a good
seed donor. We found that the Grassington Old Hospital site, although its banks were species-rich, was
generally very grassy this year, and had very little of the necessary Yellow Rattle. As a result, the meadow
that it should have been used to enhance, had to receive seed from another farm nearby.
Answers to Grass Wood Fruits & Seeds Quiz
1. Woodruff
5. Common Valerian
2. Bird Cherry
6. Wood Speedwell
3. Dog Rose
7. Stone Bramble
4. Hairy Rock-cress
8. Enchanter’s Nightshade

9. Herb-Paris
10. Harebell
11. Ash
12. Wood Avens
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FERNS
Grimwith Reservoir Fern Walks
A good turn-out of WNS members met up at the car park on a fine and warm June evening to set off and
explore the eastern end of the reservoir. The best habitats we found for the ferns were where the track crosses
stony embankments and in the many stone-lined culverts. The first culvert enabled us to compare Male Fern
(Dryopteris filix-mas) and Broad Buckler-fern (Dryopteris dilatata), and not much further on we added Lady
Fern (Athyrium filix-femina) and Scaly Male-fern (Dryopteris affinis agg.). Harts-tongue (Asplenium
scolopendrium) also liked these damp gullies, whilst the stony areas on the embankments were the favoured
places for Maidenhair Spleenwort (Asplenium trichomanes) and some Common Polypody (Polypodium
vulgare). Although most of these rocks appeared to be acidic sandstone, a couple of more base-loving
species were rather surprisingly found – Brittle Bladder-fern (Cystopteris fragilis) and Hard Shield-fern
(Polystichum aculeatum).
On the grassland two species were of particular note. A horsetail (which is a fern ally) carpeted a large area
and this has been determined as Shore Horsetail (Equisetum x litorale), which is a hybrid of Field x Water
Horsetails, both of which occur occasionally around the reservoir but never as prolifically as this vigorous
hybrid colony. The cones do not produce fertile spores so its spread is all vegetative by underground
rhizomes (as many gardeners know all too well!). The other plant which also grows quite prolifically along a
herb-rich bank near the ‗thatched barn‘ is Adder‘s-tongue (Ophioglossum vulgatum), and lots of blades of
this small fern were spotted, some with spore-producing spikes. The grass looked a little more cropped this
year, probably by geese, so the adder‘s-tongues were not as spectacular as in previous years, but still quite
numerous if smaller in size.
As we returned back along the track approaching 9pm the sun was still well up, reflecting its now reddening
rays over the water surface. We‘d found 12 fern species and it had been an interesting evening for the
‗birders‘ too.
Grimwith Part 2
I returned with the upper Wharfedale Field Society in September for a day‘s walk which gave enough time to
do the full circuit of the reservoir, again on a nice day which belied the reservoir‘s name. Walking
anticlockwise along the perimeter track we passed the ferns
noted above, surprisingly still finding some Adder‘s-tongue
present. Continuing along the north shore we noted another
calcicole which I‘d not spotted before – Green Spleenwort
(Asplenium viride). We saw an interesting variant of Male
Fern with crested frond and pinnae tips. Whether this was a
naturally formed variety or an escaped garden cultivar is not
known, but of course the horticultural fancy ferns did originate
from naturally occurring variations. The damper spots
contained several horsetails, Field (Equisetum arvense), Marsh
(E. palustre) and Water Horsetail (E. fluviatile), seen as we
dropped down to some boulders on the shore-line for a
pleasant lunch with good views across the water.
The track abruptly finished when we reached a moorland
section, well clothed with Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum), and
a rougher path was followed, over a stream with a few plants
of Hard Fern (Blechnum spicant) along its bank, and to the
head of the reservoir. Where Blea Beck enters is an area of
marshy ground, and a search produced a few plants of Narrow
Buckler-fern (Dryopteris carthusiana) amongst the rushes,
and growing along the ditch-sides was Lemon-scented Fern
(Oreopteris limbosperma) along with Fen Bedstraw (Galium
uliginosum) shown to us by Phyl Abbott. No new ferns to add
now as we completed our circuit over the dam embankment
back to the car park, having found 20 taxa over the day.
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Timble Ings
This area of plantation west of the Otley to Blubberhouses road was the subject of an excellent ecological
and NVC survey by Gordon Haycock, and it prompted Nicky Vernon and me to look more closely at the
range of plant species occurring there. Parts of the coniferous forest have reached maturity so there is now a
mixture of clear-felled areas, thinned areas of mature trees in more open forest, as well as some dense
younger areas of plantation, all providing a range of habitats on ground which was originally a mixture of
farmland and moorland. An area of deciduous woodland called High Wood is considered to be ancient
woodland. When checking the plant records it appeared that many fairly common species had not previously
been recorded, unusual in our well-botanised area but possibly indicating the lack of public access to these
water gathering grounds in previous years.
17 pteridophytes were found, 12 ferns and 5 horsetails. Commonest on the generally acidic moorland soils
were Broad Buckler-fern, Lady Fern, Male Fern, and Bracken in the less shaded areas. More light is also
good for Lemon-scented Fern in favourable ditch-sides, and often nearby or along beck-sides can be found
Hard Fern. The horsetails like these wetter spots with Field, Marsh, Water and the hybrid Shore Horsetail
cropping up here and there. Two locations for the attractive Wood Horsetail (Equisetum sylvaticum) occur –
in the marshy High Wood amongst carpets of Sphagnum palustre and by Gill Beck just west of the road
bridge.
Ruins of deserted buildings and stone-lined culverts provide a habitat for Hart‘s-tongue and Common
Polypody but they are never common hereabouts. Another rarer fern is Narrow Buckler-fern which occurs
occasionally in the Washburn valley and crops up here in a wet open area by the Long Dike stream.
The Scaly Male-ferns have for many years been lumped together as an aggregate group but recently the
BSBI have agreed to split them into three separate species, sometimes known as ABC, i.e. Dryopteris affinis,
D. borreri and D. cambrensis. Sometimes they can be quite difficult to determine as their characters overlap,
which makes the decision to split them rather contentious. Good specimens of affinis and borreri are quite
common in most of our localities including Timble Ings, the former being the more robust and scaly-stiped.
But cambrensis is less well recorded away from western Britain; we do however have one record determined
in Timble Ings.
Marsh Fern (Thelypteris palustris) Our best local colony of this is by the edge of the fishing lagoon at Ben
Rhydding Gravel Pits, but with the threat of development, i.e. deepening of the lagoon and path
improvements, it was agreed to re-site some of the colony just in case. It is quite a rare species in Yorkshire
so worth preserving (even if the colony here might have been originally introduced). Thus in 2007 one clump
of it was transplanted into Farnley Lake and another donated to Parcevall Hall. NV and BNB checked the
Farnley introduction in September and found only one tiny frond remaining within a vigorous colony of
Typha that had inundated the area, so whether this Marsh Fern can survive here may be rather doubtful. The
YFG visited Parcevall Hall in June and found a rather better situation with several smallish fronds in wet
grassland near a pond edge. The original BRGP colony was also visited and appeared to be having a good
year, no development work having yet begun. The only other location known in our area is Sun Lane NR,
Burley, but not visited this year by BNB.

Fern Records
Adder‘s-tongue (Ophioglossum vulgatum) A new record discovered at
Thruscross on the grassy site of the old sailing club. A dense colony of
blades and occasional fertile spikes was spotted in April (whilst checking
out some primroses and cowslips for hybrid plants) – BNB. There were still
some left on a September visit with WNS members.
Polypodies: Shivas‘ Polypody (Polypodium x shivasiae), a hybrid of
Western (P. cambricum) x Intermediate (P. interjectum). Several good
clumps on limestone scar in gully above Scargill Centre, near Kettlewell.
Discovered during survey with WNS/Hugh Firman, confirmed BNB.
Common Polypody (Polypodium vulgare) Hubberholme opposite the
George Inn and along the riverside path to Yockenthwaite – CH. Hanging
Wood near Thruscross Dam and Step Gill in upper Wharfedale – GH. (GH
also noted Hard Shield-fern (Polystichum aculeatum) in Step Gill.)
Narrow Buckler-fern (Dryopteris carthusiana) A plant was spotted in Grass Wood during a WNS Botany
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visit in September. Some of us had managed to get separated from the main party descending from Fort
Gregory and were trying to re-unite again when we came across the fern. A second visit by BNB/CH was
made to confirm it. Audrey Gramshaw said it had not been recorded since the original survey for Yorkshire
Wildlife Trust carried out by George Peterken. So it proved to be an interesting chance find!
Killarney Fern – gametophyte form (Trichomanes speciosum) YFG visited Heber‘s Ghyll in March and
added a few more colonies growing under boulders in the woodland. It is quite widespread in suitable spots
in Heber‘s Ghyll and adjacent Panorama Wood. BNB checked the Ilkley Moor location below Rocky Valley
and found 2 more colonies there, now a total of 6. Open moorland is not a natural habitat for this shade and
damp loving species, but in specific locations where the large heaped-up boulders form underground caves,
and particularly if a small spring is present, a suitable spot may be colonised.
Hard Fern (Blechnum spicant) Dean Beck near Nesfield – BNB. Greystone area of Lindley Wood – CH.
Scaly Male-fern complex Some records in Heber‘s Ghyll (YFG), Middleton Woods (BNB), Lindley Woods
(BNB) have defined D. affinis and D. borreri plants.
Spleenworts: CH noted Rustyback (Asplenium ceterach) in Girling Trough or Conistone Dib along with
Wall-rue (A. ruta-muraria) and Maidenhair Spleenwort (A. trichomanes). The latter two were also noted in
limestone pavement on Lea Green and near Scotgate Lane, along with Green Spleenwort (A. viride) and
Harts-tongue (A. scolopendrium). Brittle Bladder-fern (Cystopteris fragilis) was also present – all CH.
Thanks to Carmen Horner (CH), Gordon Haycock (GH), Nicky Vernon (NV) and the Yorkshire Fern Group
(YFG) for supplying their records.
Bruce Brown, Fern Recorder

BRYOPHYTES
It‘s been a great year for recording mosses and liverworts, with
quite a few members now sending in samples and records. This
has been most welcome, as I am keen to receive records of
common and widespread bryophytes of Wharfedale to inform
the Bryophyte Atlas of Wharfedale which is now taking shape.
There are 96 tetrads (2km by 2km squares) in our recording
area, and we are aiming to get records of all bryophyte species
in all tetrads over the next two years or so! This will then form
an Atlas with distribution maps showing where each species is
recorded. Whilst some
Zygodon gracilis (GH)
Ctenidium molluscum
species appear happy
Comb Moss
Slender Yoke-moss
to grow on almost any
substrate, others are
more fussy. Of particular note in our region is the special bryophyte
flora of the limestone in the Dales. You will have noticed how
shaded walls are festooned in lush growth of mosses and liverworts
in the Dales, many of which are specific to limestone (calcicoles).
Extracts from the emerging atlas are included below, and it is
already clear to see that comb moss Ctenidium molluscum is a
calcicole preferring the limestone of upper Wharfedale. Conversely
waved silk-moss Plagiothecium undulatum can be seen to be a ‗lime
hater‘ (calcifuge) occurring on millstone grit in the south, and
moorland in the north. Other species, for example springy turf-moss Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus, appear
entirely oblivious to substrate and occur everywhere (including your lawn / roof / driveway!).
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Of particular note are species which have a mysteriously restricted
distribution; slender yoke-moss Zygodon gracilis is a celebrated
Wharfedale example. It occurs on a handful of walls and one crag in
upper Wharfedale, and nowhere else in the UK. The next nearest
outpost for this species is the Carpathian mountains, and then its
stronghold of the Himalayas! Why these particular walls are
colonised is unknown, as there are clearly hundreds of miles of
apparently suitable walls available (not to mention natural
limestone crags!). The conservation value of these relict bryophytes
is enormous, and as part of Nature in the Dales 2020 (the Yorkshire
Dales National Park Biodiversity Action Plan) the location of each
population is being recorded and communicated to National Park
staff to ensure land managers don‘t inadvertently damage these rare
plants. Another classic bryophyte of Craven limestone is the glacial
Rhytidiadelphus
relict red leskea Orthothecium rufescens which is associated with
squarrosus
base-rich flushes in limestone gills. This moss is only known in
Springy Turf-moss
England from the Dales, and is well worth seeking out as it
provides a welcome splash of colour through the winter months.
The Bryophyte Atlas will incorporate records held by Tom
Blockeel, the Yorkshire Naturalists Union Recorder, and is also set
to be boosted by the British Bryological Society who are holding
their Spring Meeting in Kettlewell from 6th to 13th April 2011. This
concentration of national experts over the course of a week
promises to flush out all manner of exciting bryophytes! All WNS
members are welcome to participate and learn about these
wondrous plants; please contact me for further information.
As ever, if you see an unusual bryophyte – please feel free to take a small sample and forward it to me with
notes on location and what it was growing on.
Gordon Haycock, Bryophyte Recorder
Plagiothecium undulatum
Waved Silk-moss

AMPHIBIANS
CAUDATA TAILED AMPHIBIANS
GREAT CRESTED NEWT Triturus cristatus
Approximately 300 eggs were introduced under Natural England licence to Nell Bank Centre by Gordon
Haycock on 15th May. This is the second instalment of an ongoing introduction.
PALMATE NEWT Triturus helveticus
11 females and 7 males at Sun Lane on 23rd March. One seen in velvet (the skin takes on a soft texture
when out of water) at Ben Rhydding on 6th April.
SMOOTH NEWT Triturus vulgaris
Two females and a male at Sun Lane on 12th April. One under a board at OWNR on 4th September.
ALPINE NEWT Triturus alpestris
25 males and 24 females at Sun Lane on 10th June – they are obviously doing well here!
ANURA TAIL-LESS AMPHIBIANS
COMMON TOAD Bufo bufo
On 26th March 40 males and 19 pairs were seen at Low Dam. On 30th March
74 males, four females and four in amplexus were recorded at Sun Lane.
Toads were also seen in numbers at OWNR, Lindley and Thruscross. The last
sighting was in late September.
COMMON FROG Rana temporaria
One was found dead in the snow at Timble on 17th January. The first spawn
was reported from Otley Chevin on 16th March, followed by OWNR, Lindley
Wood, Addingham, Otley and Burley. Spawn was found at Langstrothdale on
Common Frog (AR)
4th April. The last frog was seen when strimming at OWNR on 7th October.
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SQUAMATA SCALY REPTILES
ADDER Vipera berus
The first sighting was of a male at Hoodstorth on 13th March. One male (recently sloughed) and a female
were recorded at Harden Gill on 18th March. One was seen with milky eyes pre skin-shedding on 3rd April.
Four were seen on 9th April and a cast skin on 3rd May.
SLOW WORM Anguis fragilis
One male was seen at Lindley Wood reservoir on 16th March, then there were regular sightings until 16th
September. The highest count was seven. One was noted in Grass Wood on 12th June. The last record was
of a 15 inch male on the east side of Thruscross reservoir.
COMMON LIZARD Lacerta vivipara
Three were seen at Hoodstorth on 3rd April. There were regular sightings at Timble with a count of two on
one occasion. One turned up in a kitchen on Panorama Drive and had its photo taken! Two females and
two undetermined were reported from a new site at Caley Crags.
CONTRIBUTORS: D Alred, N&A Bowland, K Bullimore, R&H Burrow, N. Fearnley, H&J Ferraby, A
Gramshaw, C Horner, A Hudson, D&M Leather, P&K Limb, P Purvis.
Nevil Bowland, Amphibian Recorder

MAMMALS
INSECTIVORA INSECTIVORES
HEDGEHOG Erinaceus europaeus
Sightings of hedgehogs and young at Menston, Grass Wood, Otley, Burley and the Chevin. The most seen
together was three at Menston. Five road deaths were reported.
MOLE Talpa europaea
13 dead moles hung on a fence at OWNR on 6th May. Live moles were seen at Hartlington and
Langstrothdale. There were large numbers of molehills in the WNS area.
COMMON SHREW Sorex araneus
One was found dead at Timble on 20th June.
PYGMY SHREW Sorex minutus
One was seen on Ilkley Moor on 1st January. One was found dead and one alive in deep snow on Buckden
Pike. Another was found dead in snow on Plover Hill on 14th February.
WATER SHREW Neomys fodiens
One was found dead above White Wells on 28th October.
CHIROPTERA BATS
DAUBENTON’S BAT Myotis daubentoni
Two were seen flying over the river at Appletreewick on 7th February. Six were found by the use of a bat
detector in Otley on 2nd July, and four at Bolton Abbey on 13th August.
NOCTULE BAT Nyctalus noctula
Two flying over OWNR on 20th June.
PIPISTRELLE Pipistrellus pipistrellus
First seen at Otley on 18th March, up to four by 19th May. Also seen at Menston and Burley. Six with a
detector at Otley on 2nd July.
PIPISTRELLE Pipistrellus pygmaeus
Six found with a detector at Bolton Abbey on 13th August.
COMMON LONG EARED BAT Plecotus austriacus
Seen flying round a maternity roost at Catton Wood, Burley
LAGOMORPHA RABBITS AND HARES
RABBIT Oryctolagus cuniculus
Numerous in the WNS area; outbreaks of Myxomatosis. A few black rabbits noted at
OWNR and Weston.
HARE Lepus capensis
Widespread but thin on the ground. Reports from the Chevin to John o‘Gaunts and Ilkley
Moor to Harden Gill. The biggest count was five at Leathley on 19th March.
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RODENTIA RODENTS
RED SQUIRREL Sciurus vulgaris
One seen at Beckermonds – it ran along the handrail of a bridge.
GREY SQUIRREL Sciurus carolinensis
Numerous in our area. The most seen at one time was seven chasing in trees in Otley Park. Three road kills
were reported.
BANK VOLE Clethrionomys glariolus
Seen under metal sheets at OWNR and Sun Lane. Three were caught in Longworth traps at OWNR on 31 st
July.
FIELD VOLE Microtis agrestis
Three sightings, from Barden Moor, Langstrothdale and Ilkley Moor.
WOOD MOUSE Apodemus sylvaticus
Mostly seen under bird feeders in Otley, Burley and Ilkley. Three caught in traps at OWNR on 31st July.
COMMON RAT Rattus norvegicus
A few more sightings from Otley, Burley and Ilkley. Highest number was ten near the Old Bridge Ilkley.
CARNIVORA CARNIVORES
FOX Vulpes vulpes
Three road kills. Sightings of single animals at Pool Bank, Otley Chevin, Farnley and Buckden Pike and
three sightings above Kilnsey Crag. A fisherman watched a fox snatch a mallard from the river bank at
Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits in December. No reports of breeding.
STOAT Mustela erminea
Three road kills. One three-quarters white at Kettlewell and one with a white tail in Langstrothdale. Three
were seen playing together at Cray, and one eating a rabbit at Yarnbury. One swam out to the island in the
Fishing Lake at OWNR.
WEASEL Mustela nivalis
Two dead at OWNR. Three were seen playing in a puddle at OWNR on 31st July, and one was seen on a
roundabout in Burley. There were also sightings from Timble, Scar Gill and Otley Chevin.
MINK Mustela vison
Several were caught and dispatched at OWNR. One was seen in the river at Burley, and also one road kill
in Burley.
BADGER Meles meles
All setts active. Five road kills. One was seen walking down King‘s Road in Ilkley on 6 th November. Up to
three were seen regularly in Jenny Dixon‘s garden in Ben Rhydding (the hedgehogs disappeared!).
OTTER Lutra lutra
For the first time spraint has been present in every month at OWNR. Three sets of prints were found under
Conistone bridge on 9th March. A dog otter was picked up dead on the A65 in Menston on 15th August. On
25th December, an otter was watched for an hour on the weir at Otley. Although the weir was frozen, it
managed to catch a fish and eat it.
RED DEER Cervus elaphus
No records.
ROE DEER Capreolus capreolus
The most reported mammal with 37 sightings from the Washburn to upper Wharfedale. There were three
road kills. One ate all Midge Leather‘s broccoli, and another was seen very confused on the Otley bypass.
There were sightings of six at Heber‘s Gill and Farnley.
CONTRIBUTORS: D Alred, N&A Bowland, K Bullimore, J M Clapham, M&J Clerk, L Dewdney, J Dixon,
F Draper, N Fearnley, J Flood, A Gramshaw, G Halsall, G Haycock, C Horner, D&M Leather, P&K Limb,
G Murdoch, P Purvis, A&P Riley, E Scarfe, K Shackleton, J Stridworthy, N Vernon, S Ward.
Thanks to all who sent in records as this would not be possible without YOU. Apologies for errors or
omissions
Nevil Bowland, Mammal Recorder
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BUTTERFLIES
Accident and old age are beginning to affect our group of
recorders and this year they have noticeably reduced the number of
records, by perhaps as much as 500, so that the overall figure will
not reach last year‘s 4000. This has been the third year in
succession below the 2003-6 standard and unfortunately once
again there were fewer butterflies around. Ringlet was seen in the
largest numbers with more than 100 on several occasions.
Cold weather both early and late reduced the length of the season.
The spring did not live up to 2009. The summer, which is of prime
importance to most of our species, was unsettled with few good
spells of sunny weather. There was no revival of fortunes in the
Large Skipper (DH)
autumn.
Turning to the 2010 records, as in 2009 26 species were recorded in the year, with the two occasional
migrants, Clouded Yellow and Camberwell Beauty failing to appear. Butterflies were seen from March to
November and there were over 3500 records in total. 52 recorders contributed, which is more than in the
previous two years.
The records showed more than 14,500 butterfly sightings, an average of 4.25 butterflies per record. This
is a measure of abundance and is similar to last year. However, there were only 9 records of 100 butterflies
or more. From 2003-9 there have always been at least 15 every year. Make of that what you will!
What have we learnt this year? (Ignoring the little ice age)
Firstly, that more good spots for butterflies can still be found in our dales. Scargill House had unexpected
riches, Dark Green Fritillary and Northern Brown Argus but also Speckled Yellow moth. There were
butterfly colonies and the cistus forester moth high up on Kilnsey Crag. The moor edges above Denton and
Askwith yielded excellent butterfly records. A Chevin edge in Otley looks promising for White-letter as
well as Green Hairstreaks.
Secondly that the eggs of some scarce butterflies can be found quite easily with a little persistence and that
these can confirm suspected sites.
Thirdly that migration may affect more species in Wharfedale than previously realised. The best years this
millennium for our migratory Painted Ladies were 2009, 2006, and 2003. These were also the best years for
our Large and Small Whites, which do migrate to the East coast. They were not the best years for our Greenveined Whites and Orange Tips, which migrate infrequently if at all.
The Rank Order each year is used below to compare the fortunes of our species. The 2010 Rank Order of a
species is based on the number of sightings compared with other species in 2010. Over the years, changes in
the Rank Order can highlight trends. Rank Order is a useful measure as it is independent of the number of
records in any year.
The Speckled Wood topped the rankings for the third year running, although examining the numbers of
records reveals that it is nowhere near as dominant as in 2009. Of the other members of the satyrinae, the
Meadow Brown moved up to 5th and the Ringlet to 9th with good numbers of butterflies seen. Small Heath
had an excellent year, moving from 16th to 11th. The Gatekeeper was satisfactory, but the Wall showed no
signs of revival.
The consistent Peacock was 2nd after a satisfactory year. The other members of the nymphalidae, excluding
the satyrinae, had mixed fortunes with very modest numbers. The Small Tortoiseshell reversed its decline,
moving up from 9th to 4th. The Comma followed suit, moving up from 11th to 6th, its highest rank since 2000.
The Red Admiral, had it worst year this millennium, finishing 7th. The local Dark Green Fritillary maintained
its presence in 20th place, records being often of 10 or more insects. The scarcity of Painted Lady sightings as
compared with 2009 was very striking, the insect moving from 3rd to 25th in the rankings.
The Green-veined White moved up from 4th to 3rd, the Orange Tip slipped one place to 14th. The other
Whites had poor seasons each falling two or three places. The Small White was down to 8th, the Large White
10th and the Brimstone 23rd.
The Common Blue remained 12th,but with still no records from Sun Lane NR. The Holly Blue remained
23rd. The Small Copper recovered to 15th and the Northern Brown Argus improved once again, from 22nd to
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21st. Green Hairstreak improved to 18th and White-letter Hairstreak made a big jump, 25th to 19th, because of
the numbers seen nectaring on one site. Purple Hairstreak was elusive, remaining 26 th for the fourth year
running.
The Skippers had mediocre years, with numbers of records going down. The Small Skipper moved up one
place to 13th The Large Skipper remained unchanged at 17th in the ranking.
Details of individual species follow. The initials in square brackets denote individual observers whose
names are at the end of the report. ‗New sites‘ denote new 1km squares on the WNS map.
The bold letters indicate whether for 2008, 2009 and 2010, the number of records was More or Less than
the previous year, e.g. LLL shows a steady decline (S indicates ‗the same as‘).
No species of butterfly showed an increase each year.
HESPERIIDAE
1526 SMALL SKIPPER Thymelicus sylvestris
78 Sightings, 27 Sites, LLL.
6 new sites
The decline continues although SS was seen on two more sites than last year. Most records came from the
area around Ilkley and Otley with a new site at Low Dearncombe[DL]. There were also new sites at Strid
Wood [ES, CW] and Trollers Gill [KB}. Seen in the Washburn up to the Low Dam above Blubberhouses
[KB]. at Timble Ings and Stainburn Moor [DA, ES and others] There were several sightings in the upper
dale, with a new site in Littondale and two near Buckden [GL]. The others were seen near Grassington,
with a peak count of 11 at Long Ashes on 23rdJuly [EC]. Recorded first on 25th June at Long Ashes [GL]
and at Otley Wetlands [CW]. The last was on 8th September at Birks Wood [GL]. The overall peak count
was a modest 33 at Timble Ings on 9th July [CW].
1531 LARGE SKIPPER Ochlodes venata
50 Sightings, 21 Sites, LML.
2 new sites in the upper dale
A similar year to 2009. Many sightings came from the area around Ilkley and Otley with a single record
from Bolton Abbey station. In the Washburn area there were eleven records from Timble Ings, and a few
from Stainburn Forest, Low Dam and Thruscross. There were eleven sightings from upper Wharfedale,
many more than last year. There were new sites above Wood Nook [SG] and at Scargill House [HF]. First
seen on 28th May at Middleton Hospital [DH], last seen at Timble Ings on 15 th August [DA]. The peak
count was 18 at Timble Ings on 16th June [KB]. There were three other counts in double figures, two at
Otley Wetlands [PR. KB] and one at Timble Ings [CW].
PIERIDAE
1546 BRIMSTONE Gonepteryx rhamni
32 Sightings, 20 Sites, LML.
3 new sites
Most 2009 records came from Freda Draper‘s garden, and we miss her
contribution this year. This explains why the total number of records declined.
However there was a 50% increase in all other records in 2010.
Although Brimstone is a wide-ranging insect, most records came from Burley,
where the first was seen on 25th March [PR], and the last on 21st September [DA].
Other records came from the area of Ilkley to Otley, including Askwith [TF] and
DL
Denton [PRE] Two records came from the Washburn valley [KB, KL], and in
upper Wharfedale one from Grass Wood [AG] and one from a new site at Cray Gill near Buckden [MC].
The peak count was 4 at Sun Lane NR [PR].
There were over 130 records of unidentified Whites, probably a mixture of Small / Green-veined Whites
and female Orange Tips.
1549 LARGE WHITE Pieris brassicae
119 Sightings, 37 Sites, MML
A poor season, perhaps partly due to the lack of migrants. The peak number seen was 20 on the 16 th August
at Duck Street Quarry (DSQ) Greenhow [MB], next being 13 at Burley on 21st July [SB]. Scattered widely
over the two dales, with the great majority of sightings in the Ilkley-Otley area. First seen on 5th May at
Askwith [TF], and the last on 21st October at Otley Wetlands [DA].
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1550 SMALL WHITE Pieris rapae
212 Sightings, 64 Sites, LML.
Substantially worse than 2009. Seen widely in Wharfedale, up to Litton and Fountains Fell. Less well
spread in the Washburn, seen up to Swinsty and at Greenhow. The first sighting was on 10 th April at
Middleton Woods [DH], and the last was on 20th September at Ben Rhydding gravel pits [DH]. The largest
count was 30 on 16th August at Greenhow DSQ [MB], second largest 11 on 10th September in Ilkley [CW].
1551 GREEN-VEINED WHITE Pieris napi
314 Sightings, 119 Sites, LMM.
One of our commonest butterflies, with its second largest number of sightings in 2010. Found all over our
area. First seen on 13th April in Stainburn Forest [KB], last noted W of Horse Head on 22 nd September
[GL]. The largest count of 84 was on 15th August at Mossdale [GL], followed by 78 on 16th August at
Greenhow DSQ [MB]. There were twenty other counts of 20 or above, far more than in 2009. They include
two June counts of 50, at Threshfield and Low Greenfield in upper Wharfedale [SG, KL]
1553 ORANGE TIP Anthocharis cardamines
76 Sightings, 36 Sites, LML
7 new sites most adjoining old sites
The worst year since 2001. There were sightings in Wharfedale from Otley to a new site at Low Greenfield
[KL] In the Washburn insects were seen as far as Thruscross [KB, SG]. First seen on 18 th April in the
Washburn valley [KB] and the last sighting was at Otley Wetlands on 22nd June [PR]. The highest count
was 12 at Otley Wetlands on 24th April [NB] and at Lindley on 22nd May [ES]. There were three other
counts in double figures.
LYCAENIDAE
1555 GREEN HAIRSTREAK Callophrys rubi
48 Sightings, 26 Sites, LML
2 new sites in upper wharfedale
An indifferent year. Eighteen records from upper Wharfedale where the food plant appears to be rock rose.
This is five more records than last year, and includes the two new sites in the grounds of Scargill House
[KB, HF]. The first report was on 17th April at Otley Chevin [KB] and the last was on 27th June at Lea
Green [IC]. The largest counts were 15 at Langbar Moor [DH] and on the LG/BW transect [IC].
1557 PURPLE HAIRSTREAK Neozephyrus quercus
8 Sightings, 5 Sites, LMM
2 new sites
th
Still a struggle to find them. The first was on 12 August at Middleton Hospital [DH], and the last on the
11th September on the same site [DH]. Only singletons were seen, and only one insect could be identified
with certainty whilst nectaring on a new site in Burley [PR]. The other new site was in the Valley of
Desolation [PM]. A single egg was found at Middleton Hospital and another at Ben Rhydding gravel pits.
1558 WHITE-LETTER HAIRSTREAK Satyrium w-album
38 Sightings, 9 Sites, MLM
Four new sites
nd
An excellent and surprising year. The first sighting set the scene, being very early on 22 June at a new site
bordering East Chevin Road Otley [JG]. This was followed by a series of sightings at Ben Rhydding gravel
pits, which started on 30th June and then on almost daily until 24th July [DH] The peak count of 16 was
there on 6th July [DH]. Last sightings were on 27th July, at Middleton Wood edge [DH] and on a new site at
Menston [DM]. Other new sites were reported from Pool Bank [NF], and from Otley Birdcage Walk [GH]
which is close to the new East Chevin Road site.
1561 SMALL COPPER Lycaena phlaeas
75 Sightings, 24 Sites, MLM
Two new sites adjoining old sites
The best year since 2006. Seen in Wharfedale up to Lea Green [IC] and at
Grimwith reservoir [JF, GL]. Seen in the Washburn up to Thruscross [MC] and at
DSQ Greenhow [MB]. There were numerous records from Timble Ings [DA, KB,
SG, ES]. First sighted on 28th May on the edge of Burley Moor [DH]. The last
record was on 6th October near Lindley fish farm [NF]. The peak number of 50
was seen on 31st August on the moors above Denton [PR]. This appears to be the
NF
largest number ever recorded by the WNS.
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1573 NORTHERN BROWN ARGUS Plebeius (Aricia) artaxerxes
34 Sightings, 25 Sites, MLM.
Five new sites
The NBA had its best WNS year yet, with the most sightings and the most sites. There were five new sites
including the Southernmost in the UK at Trollers Gill [PM], where two were seen on 21stJune. Some
years before one insect had been seen in the area, but the location of the site was a real surprise.
Other new sites were a group on top of Kilnsey Scar [PM], and several patches at Scargill House where
the butterflies were seen on the WNS walk. Finally on 1st July David and Midge Leather found two new
sites as they walked along the edge from Conistone to Scargill House.
Details from both Butterfly Conservation transects, Long Ashes [GL] and Lea Green/Bastow Wood
(LG/BW) [IC, IP] have been made available to the WNS thanks to BC‘s Transect Coordinator Jean Murray.
The most insects, 44, were seen on 20th June on a walk from Bastow Wood to Conistone Dib [DHM]. The
first sighting was on 31st May at Scargill House [DH], and the last 6 insects were seen on the LG/BW
transect on 6th July [IP].
1574 COMMON BLUE Polyommatus icarus
85 Sightings, 42 Sites, LML
7 new sites, including Scargill House
A poor year. There were seven new sites, most close to known sites, the exception being Scargill House
[HF]. The insect was seen widely over Wharfedale with 39 records in upper Wharfedale as far as Low
Greenfield [KL]. There were 4 Washburn records, 2 near Lindley Wood [NB] one each at Low Dam [KL]
and Thruscross [MC]. At DSQ Greenhow there was the largest count of 127 butterflies on 17th July [MB],
similar to last year. Next largest was 64 near Yockenthwaite on 6th June [KB]. The first sighting was on 3rd
June on the LG/BW transect [IC] and the last was in a field off Coutances Way Ilkley on 22nd Sept. [SW].
On 21st September one was seen at Otley Wetlands [DA], where there were two other September records.
[PR, CH]. The late September records suggest a small second generation. The Coutances Way sighting was
near the old site of Ben Rhydding gravel pits.
1580 HOLLY BLUE Celastrina argiolus.
33 Sightings, 15 Sites, LLM
The 2010 records were over double those of 2009 if Freda Draper‘s contribution last year is excluded. All
records come from the area including Ilkley and Otley. The first sighting was on 31 st May at Menston [DM]
and the last was on 7th October at Middleton Hospital [DH]. The peak count was 5 on 14th August at Station
Road Burley [PR].
NYMPHALIDAE (now considered to include the SATYRINAE).
1590 RED ADMIRAL Vanessa atalanta
249 Sightings, 69 Sites, LML
No return to the 2003-7 pattern in which spring sightings of Red Admirals became more common. As in
2009, there were only 6 sightings before July. Seen throughout Wharfedale up to Buckden Pike [ES] and
Halton Gill [GL], and on high ground at Horse Head, Grassington Moor and Grimwith [all GL]. Seen in
the Washburn up to Low Dam [DA, KB], and at DSQ Greenhow [MB]. The first sighting was on 11 th June
in Pool [PRE], and the last were seen on 6th November in Addingham [DHM]. On 25th September there was
the peak count of 12, all feeding on rotten pears at Grove Road Ilkley [LD].
1591 PAINTED LADY Vanessa cardui
21 Sightings, 11 Sites, LML
Few reached us in 2010, and our sightings were all of single insects, most in the vicinity of Ilkley and
Burley. Otherwise there was one in Langstrothdale [KB], another at DSQ Greenhow [MB], and a third at
Low Dam on the Washburn [KB]. Also one at Grimwith was the first sighting on 12 th June [JF, ES, KB].
The last sighting was on 12th September at Sun Lane Burley [PR].
1593 SMALL TORTOISESHELL Aglais urticae
297 Sightings, 86 Sites, LMM
9 new sites 6 adjoining old sites
An improving picture, seen throughout Wharfedale up to Buckden Pike [ES]
and up Littondale to a new site at Halton Gill. [GL] and in many places in the
Washburn up to Thruscross [ES], also at DSQ Greenhow [MB] and at
Grimwith [GL]. Other new sites were Denton Moor edge [PR] and Askwith
Moorside Farm [TF].
First seen on 18th March when 3 were on the Middleton Wood edge [DH],
DL
and last seen on 28th October at Menston [JC]. The peak count was 35 at DSQ
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Greenhow [MB], and there were six other counts in double figures.
1597 PEACOCK Inachis io
334 Sightings, 84 Sites, LLL
10 new sites with two in a new area
Numbers declining for the third successive year, but it is still common. First seen on 25th March at Otley
Wetlands [NB], last seen 27th October at Burley [PR]. There was a peak count of 72 on 16th August at DSQ
Greenhow [MB]. There were 16 other counts in double figures, 3 in April, 1 in June and 12 in August.
Two sightings were in a new area for the WNS, far up Littondale near Foxup [GL].
1598 COMMA Polygonia c-album
256 Sightings, 48 Sites, LLM
4 new sites
There were nearly one hundred more sightings than 2009 making 2010 our second best year ever. The first
butterfly was seen at Folly Hall Wood on 11th March [ES] and the last was seen on 28th October at Ben
Rhydding gravel pits [DH]. In the spring no more than 6 insects were seen, these in April at Otley
Wetlands [NB]. Overall the peak number of 12 was seen on 23rd July both at Otley Wetlands [PR] and on
the Middleton Wood edge [DH].
1607 DARK GREEN FRITILLARY Argynnis aglaja
35 Sightings, 19 Sites, MLS
5 new sites 3 adjoining old ones.
There was a good number of records, none from Langstrothdale but one from Littondale at Hawkswick
Wood [GL]. There were two new records from the Buckden area, where a breeding colony was found at
Buckden Beck [TW]. There were three records from DSQ Greenhow [MB], and one from Bolton Abbey
station [PW]. The peak number was 25 on 3rd July at Bastow Wood [KB]. 23 were seen on the 6th July at
the LG/BW transect [IC] There were seven other records of 10 or more, including two from Scargill House
[HF], others from the Grassington area. The earliest record was on 25 th June, 3 at the Long Ashes transect
[GL]. The last was seen on 31st August at Bastow Wood [GL].
Family SATYRINAE
1614 SPECKLED WOOD Pararge aegeria
356 Sightings, 66 Sites MML.
9 new sites 5 in upper Wharfedale
A substantial reduction in sightings, but still expanding its range in upper
Wharfedale.
There were new sites at Hawkswick Wood [GL], at Scargill House [KB,
FH], at Buckden Pike [ES], and near Birks Bank Wood [GL]
The earliest record was on 26th April at Otley Wetlands [KB, PR].] and the
latest was on 20th October on the Middleton Wood edge [DH]. The largest
DL
number seen in the first half of the year was 35 on 14th May at Dob Park
Wood [PRE]. The peak number of 63 was seen on 11th September at Otley
Wetlands [PP]. Once again Otley Wetlands NR was our prime site for Speckled Wood as most of the
records in double figures came from there.
1615 WALL Lasiommata megera
23 Sightings, 17 Sites, LLL.
3 new sites
Once again there were few sightings There were 4 sightings in upper Wharfedale including one new site at
Conistone Pie [AG]. Also in the Wharfe valley Walls were seen at Grimwith [ES], and further south on a
scattering of sites around Ilkley to Otley. These included Askwith Moorside Farm [TF] where the highest
count of 6 was made (3 mating pairs). In the Washburn area Walls were seen at several places near Timble
[five recorders] and at John o‘Gaunts castle [PR] where the first pair were seen on 27th May. The last record
was on 16th September at Timble Ings [CW].
1625 GATEKEEPER Pyronia tithonus
73 Sightings, 21 Sites, LLM
No new sites
Very like the last two years, with again no upper Wharfedale records, Trollers Gill [KB] being the
Northernmost site. A number of records from Ilkley, Burley and Otley as far as Gallows Hill [ES], and in
the Washburn area at Thruscross, Low Dam, Lindley Wood and Norwood Bottom. Also seen at Stainburn
Forest [CG] and Beaver Dyke reservoir [ES]. First seen 3 on 7th July at Otley Wetlands [CW], and the last
on 7th September at Middleton Hospital [DH]. Good numbers only at Otley Wetlands and Burley Sun Lane
where the most seen were 77 on 23rd July [PR], and 15 on 24th July [PR] respectively.
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1626 MEADOW BROWN Maniola jurtina
274 Sightings, 75 Sites, LMM
17 new sites most adjoining old ones
The number of sightings was similar to last year. Seen widely in the Wharfe valley with two clusters in
upper Wharfedale round Buckden and Grassington, then few sightings in the valley South to Addingham,
and finally common in the area from Ilkley to Pool [NF, PRE]. There were also records at Trollers Gill at
DSQ Greenhow [MB]. In the Washburn valley there were records up to Thruscross [ES], Low Dam, and
further south including Norwood, Leathley and Lindley. There were many records from Timble Ings. The
first sighting was on 21st May at Ben Rhydding gravel pits [CW]. The last was seen at Otley Wetlands on
9th September [SG]. The peak sighting was 100 at Middleton Hospital on 5th July [DHM], and 93 were seen
on 2nd July at Otley Wetlands [CB].
1627 SMALL HEATH Coenonympha pamphilus
102 Sightings, 62 sites. LMM
14 new sites, two in the headwaters of the Wharfe
Primarily a moorland insect it now seems to have declined on lower ground. 2010 continued the
improvement noted last year with several new sites, notably Plover Hill and Penyghent summit [both ES].
Over half the sightings were in upper Wharfedale, and these included the eight most numerous. Down the
valley there were records including Hebden Gill [ES], Trollers Ghyll [CG, KB], Bolton Abbey Station [SG,
DH], Middleton and Ilkley moors [DL, CW], above Denton [PR], and at Kex Gill [PRE]. In the Washburn
there were sightings at Timble Ings [5 recorded], Stainburn Forest [MB, DH], and at DSQ Greenhow [MB].
The first record was on 24th May on the LG/BW transect [IC], and the last sighting was at Dib Scar on 16 th
September [GL]. The peak number was on 20th June, 120 on a walk from Bastow Wood to Conistone Dib
[DHM]. There were over 20 sightings in double figures.
1629 RINGLET Aphantopus hyperantus
194 Sightings, 65 Sites, LMM
16 new sites with several near Buckden
The most sightings ever, and the Ringlet was seen in hundreds at Otley
Wetlands and Timble Ings this year. It is still extending its range in upper
Wharfedale with 30 records there including three new sites near Buckden
and another seven nearer Grassington. In the lower dale there were 2 new
sites near Appletreewick [CG, KB] also seen around Trollers Ghyll, the
Strid, and Bolton Abbey station. There were many records from Ilkley
through to Pool. Seen in the Washburn at Norwood Bottom [ES], then 68
DL
at Low Dam [KB], Redshaw Gill, and Thruscross [both ES]. Many
sightings at Timble Ings, and also seen at Kex Gill [PRE], Stainburn
Forest [CG, DH] and DSQ Greenhow [MB].
The peak number of 250 was seen on 15th July at Timble Ings [DL]. There was a count of 208 at Otley
Wetlands on 10th July [PP], and there were four more counts of over one hundred.
The earliest record was on 11th June at Pool paper mill [PRE], and the last on 2nd Sept. at Menston [DM].
In compiling this report I am very grateful for the help of many WNS members, the upper Wharfedale Field
Society, Butterfly Conservation, and friends. Most of the records have come directly, but others have come
via Gerald Light of the UWFS, and Jean Murray of BC.
I apologise for any errors or omissions.
Records were received from the following
Alred, D & J (DA); Archer, Sitske (SA); Atkinson, M & D (MA); Barnham, M (MB); Barton, Susan (SB);
Bickley, Anne (AB); Bowland, A & N (NB); Brear, D (DB), Bullimore, K (KB); Burrow, D & H (RB);
Clapham & Gramshaw (CG); Clapham, J (JC); Clements, E (EC); Clerk, M & J (MC); Court, Ian (IC);
Dewdney L (LD); Dixon, J & J (JD); Fearnley, N (NF); Firman, H (HF); Flood, John (JF); Flynn, T and
Lilley, R (TF); Gavaghan, J (JG); Goodwin, S & S (SG); Gramshaw A (AG); Horner, C (CH); Howson, D &
R (DH); Howson, Tim (TH); Jakeways, D & R (DJ); Kyriakides, J, K & A (JK); Leather, M & D (DL);
Light, Gerald (GL); Limb, P & K (KL); Millard, Paul (PM); Moore, DH (DHM); Morris, D (DM); Quinn P,
(PC); Parkes, S (SP); Powell, Ian (IP); Purvis, Paul (PP); Riley, Peter & Anne (PR); Roe, Pete (PRE); Scarfe,
Ernie (ES); Shackleton, K (SK); Speed, B & P (BS); Thompson, A & B (BT); Vernon, Nicky (NV); Walker,
P (PW); Whitaker, T (TW); Williams, Colin (CW); Wise, D & S (SW).
David Howson, Butterfly Recorder
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MOTHS
This report would normally be written by our Moth Recorder but I agreed to seize the mantle for this year,
whilst Graham recovers from a period of ill health – we wish him well. The Report only covers what I
consider to be the highlights from all the records received. My thanks of course to all those who have
submitted records – their names are listed below. Moth Trapping is a fascinating (and fun!) hobby – please
do have a word with me if you think you may be interested.
Colin Harrison was responsible for two splendid overnight efforts at Dob Park on 9th July and Thruscross
on 30th July. At the former site he caught 104 species and ‗too many individuals to count‘ and at the latter he
caught 560 moths (3 traps) and 75 species including 84 Dotted Clay and 73 Antler.
I trapped fairly consistently at home through the year and was rewarded with 202 different species in the
garden. However, the general consensus appears to be that this was not a good year albeit somewhat better
than the more recent past.
164 CISTUS FORESTER Adscita geryon
This is a Nationally Scarce B day-flying species with very localised breeding
sites. Paul Millard has had great success in finding them in our area as follows:
Two at Yockenthwaite on 4th June.
Two at Kilnsey and six at High Ox Pasture on 20th June.
Four at Bastow Wood on 27th June.
Worth looking for wherever Northern Brown Argus is seen.
1643 EMPEROR MOTH Saturnia pavonia
DL
A moorland moth. One trapped at Ben Rhydding on 23rd May.
1651 CHINESE CHARACTER Cilix glaucata
Rarely caught in our area. One at Otley on 22nd May.
1663 MARCH MOTH Alsophila aescularia
Although described as common this was a first for Woodhill on 17th March.
1744 GREY MOUNTAIN CARPET Entephria caesiata
Four seen at Simon‘s Seat on 24th August by Paul Millard.
1725 RED TWIN-SPOT CARPET Xanthorhoe spadicearia
Scarce in Wharfedale and a first for Woodhill on 27th May.
1726 LARGE TWIN-SPOT CARPET Xanthorhoe quadrifasiata
Scarce but slowly extending its range northwards. A first for Woodhill on 18th July.
1747 STREAMER Anticlea derivata
Uncommon in Wharfedale. Another first for Woodhill on 24th April plus two at Otley on 28th April and one
on the 5th May. Also one at Halstead Drive, Menston on 14th May.
1749 DARK SPINACH Pelurga comitata
Huge decline nationally of over 90% between 1968 and 2002 and now scarce locally. One caught at
Woodhill on 25th July.
1750 WATER CARPET Lampropteryx suffumata
Scarce throughout but one caught at Ben Rhydding on 23rd May and one at Woodhill on 24th May.
1756 NORTHERN SPINACH Eulithis populata
A mainly upland moth but one caught in Ilkley on 21st August and one at Halstead Drive, Menston on
14th August.
1789 SCALLOP SHELL Rheumaptera undulata
Rare in our area. One caught in Otley on 18th July.
1808 SANDY CARPET Perizoma flavofasciata
One caught at Dob Park on 2nd June by Colin Harrison.
1809 TWIN-SPOT CARPET Perizoma didymata
A mainly moorland species. Described as profuse at Duck Street Quarry, Greenhow on 16th August.
1873 WELSH WAVE Venusia cambric
A very localised, mainly moorland, species. A total of 8 caught at Dob Park on 9th July and the same
number at Thruscross on 30th July, both records from Colin Harrison.
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1880 BARRED TOOTH-STRIPED Trichopteryx polycommata
This is a Nationally Scarce A species found in chalk/limestone habitat. Paul Millard found two caterpillars
on the Wild Privet foodplant in Grass Wood on 6th June. He would welcome any information on the
whereabouts of Wild Privet in our area to facilitate a search for the moth in future.
1883 YELLOW-BARRED BRINDLE Acasis viretata
One caught at Halstead Drive, Menston on 1st August. Two previous records here.
1904 SCORCHED WING Plagodis dolabraria
Locally scarce. Three at Dob Park on 2nd June and one at Woodhill on 4th June.
1909 SPECKLED YELLOW Pseudopanthera macularia
A scarce limestone species with 5 seen by David Howson at Scargill House, near Kettlewell, on 31st May.
Further observations would suggest this is a stronghold for this species. Also still present at Bastow Wood
and Grass Wood.
1930 OAK BEAUTY Biston strataria
One trapped at Halstead Drive, Menston – the first here since 1985.
1947 ENGRAILED Ectropis bistortata
One caught at Woodhill on 21st July and one at Halstead Drive, Menston on 27th July.
1957 WHITE-PINION SPOTTED Lomographa bimaculata
A first for Halstead Drive, Menston 20th May and one at Woodhill 24th May. Also one 25th May Pool Mills.
1962 BARRED RED Hylaea fasciaria
A conifer species. One caught at Woodhill on 10th July.
1979 LIME HAWKMOTH Mimas tiliae
Uncommon in Wharfedale. One at Leathley Crescent, Menston on 5th June, one at Woodhill on 12th June
and one at Pool Mills on 26th June (Colin Harrison).
1980 EYED HAWKMOTH Smerinthus ocellata
One at Halstead Drive, Menston on 20th June.
1984 HUMMINGBIRD HAWKMOTH Macroglossum stellatarum
Not a good year for this day-flying immigrant – one seen at Ben Rhydding on 1st August and one at Duck
Street Quarry on 16th August.
1992 SMALL ELEPHANT HAWKMOTH Deilephila porcellus
Quite thinly distributed in northern England. One caught at Woodhill on 23rd May.
1994 BUFF-TIP Phalera bucephala
An unmistakeable moth, uncommon in our area. One caught in Ilkley on 2nd July. Also one caught at
Halstead Drive, Menston on 4th and 5th June and one at Kilnsey on 9th July.
1995 PUSS MOTH Cerura vinula
A distinctive moth but rather uncommon in our area. One caught at Halstead Drive, Menston on 16th June –
the first at this site since 1992.
2011 PALE PROMINENT Pterostoma palpina
Extended range northwards in recent years. One caught at Woodhill on 1st August.
2020 FIGURE OF EIGHT Diloba caeruleocephala
Another moth showing a more than 90% decline from 1968 to 2002. A first for Woodhill on 7th October.
2039 RED-NECKED FOOTMAN Atolmis rubricollis
A species which is expanding its range northwards. One at Dob Park on 2nd June.
2049 BUFF FOOTMAN Eilema depressa
Also expanding northwards. A total of 11 caught by Colin Harrison at Thruscross on 30th July and one at
Pool Bank on 6th August.
2056 WOOD TIGER Parasemia plantaginis
A total of 17 were observed at Duck Street Quarry on 22nd June. Also one at Bastow Wood on 18th June
seen by Simon Goodwin.
2078 LEAST BLACK ARCHES Nola confusalis
Previously very scarce, now increasing in numbers in the north. One at Woodhill 19th May and 23rd June.
2091 DARK SWORD-GRASS Agrotis ipsilon
Regular immigrant. A first for Woodhill on 18th August and one at Pool Mills on 21st (Colin Harrison).
2107 LARGE YELLOW UNDERWING Noctua pronuba
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An exceedingly common moth but, even so, 364 at Woodhill on 14th August was something of a surprise!
This however was small beer compared to 555 at Leathley Crescent, Menston on the same date!
2121 BARRED CHESTNUT Diarsia dahlia
Scarce locally. One at Woodhill on 20th August.
2162 GLAUCOUS SHEARS Papestra biren
Local distribution and scarce in Wharfedale. One at Otley on 24th May and at Woodhill on 31st May.
2178 FEATHERED GOTHIC Tholera decimalis
Uncommon in this area. Two and one at Otley on 22nd August and 27th August respectively. Also one at
Skyreholme on 21st and 22nd August.
2185 LEAD-COLOURED DRAB Orthosia populeti
One caught at Halstead Drive, Menston on 4th May. Only three previous records here.
2237 GREY SHOULDER-KNOT Lithophane ornitopus
This species is gradually spreading north. A first for Woodhill on 7th October.
2254 GREY CHI Antitype chi
One caught on 14th August at Halstead Drive, Menston and one on 15th August at Woodhill.
2256 SATELLITE Eupsilia transversa
An over-wintering species. One caught at Woodhill on 27th March.
2281 ALDER MOTH Acronicta alni
One at Skyreholme on 6th June.
2300 OLD LADY Mormo maura
One caught at Woodhill on 6th August.
2306 ANGLE SHADES Phlogophora meticulosa
A widespread moth which seems to have been in short supply this year, which made the five in the
Woodhill trap on 7th October a real surprise!
2312 OLIVE Ipimorpha subtusa
One caught at Leathley Crescent, Menston on 7th August.
2314 DINGY SHEARS Parastichtis ypsillon
Uncommon locally. One record from Woodhill on 7th July.
2375 LARGE WAINSCOT Rhizedra lutosa
One at Skyreholme on 1st October.
2437 GOLDEN PLUSIA Polychrysia moneta
One on 27th June at Leathley Crescent, Menston.
2440 LEMPKE’S GOLD SPOT Plusia putnami
The scarcer of the two ‗Gold Spots‘. One at Woodhill on 5th July and two at Kilnsey on 9th July. Also one at
Skyreholme on 8th August.
2444 GOLD SPANGLE Autographa bractea
Singletons were seen at Kilnsey on 9th July and at Duck Street Quarry on
14th and 16th August.
2452 RED UNDERWING Catocala nupta
Scarce in the north. One at ‗Low Garth‘, Station Road, Burley (not in Moth
trap) on 8th August. Also one at Woodhill on 5th September.
2474 STRAW DOT Rivula sericealis
This grassland species has been spreading north in recent years and is now
commonly caught.
Red Underwing (AR)
2482 PINION-STREAKED SNOUT Schrankia costaestrigalis
One caught on 9th July at Dob Park (Colin Harrison).
Records from the following:‗Ben Rhydding‘: David Howson.‗Halstead Drive, Menston‘: Jeanette Clapham.
‗Ilkley‘: David Smith. ‗Kilnsey‘: Kilnsey Trout Farm.
‗Leathley Crescent, Menston‘: Colin Harrison, ‗Otley‘: Mike and Joyce Clerk.
‗Pool Bank‘: Nyree Fearnley .‗Skyreholme‘: Paul Millard.
‗Woodhill‘: Peter and Anne Riley at Burley in Wharfedale.
Thanks also to Mike Barnham, Simon Goodwin and Bruce & Pauline Speed.
Peter Riley
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MICRO MOTHS
With so many plants and vegetables being imported these days it is not surprising that various insect species
arrive with them. Last year the most exciting illegal immigrant from our point of view was the micro moth
Duponchelia fovealis, found in the home of one of our members in Menston and thought to have hatched on
an azalea plant purchased just two weeks earlier (CGH). The azalea had almost certainly been imported
from Holland. The moth was only the third Yorkshire record and the first for VC64.
This year the micro moth that stole the limelight was another
import – Maruca vitrata – the Mung Moth. This specimen was
found by Helen and Andy Barker, neighbours of two of our
members Mike and Joyce Clerk, in their kitchen in Otley. This
beautiful moth is a tropical pest species. Abroad it is known as the
bean pod borer and infests flowers and pods of numerous legumes.
This one almost certainly came into the country in a crate of
vegetables, probably Kenyan beans. This was only the second
Yorkshire record, one found in Hull (VC61) in 2007 being the first, so this was a first for VC64.
However, while exotic foreign moths are exciting, we also have many interesting resident micro moths.
Otley Wetlands continued to be an excellent site for Brown China-mark (Elophila nymphaeata) and Small
China-mark (Cataclysta lemnata), both of which are easily seen by day. The moat is the place to look for
these species between June and August because the larvae are aquatic. Brown China-mark was also reported
in a garden in Menston (JC).
Plutella porrectella is an interesting little micro which is not particularly common as it only breeds on
Dame's Violet or Sweet Rocket (Hesperis matronalis). Last year we commented on the fact that it remained
elusive but we are pleased to say that it was reported this year in Burley-in-Wharfedale (AR/PR). If you don't
have Dame‘s Violet in your garden you should consider getting some, if only for its wonderful scent on a
warm summer evening. Orange Tip and Green-veined White butterflies will also breed on it.
A rather attractive micro moth that only crops up occasionally is the meal Moth (Pyralis farinalis). This is
said to be common but it is very much associated with stables, grain stores and farm buildings where the
larvae feed on stored grain. The renowned Yorkshire entomologist, G.T.Porritt said of this species in 1907
that it was ‗abundant, probably everywhere‘ but with changes in farming practices in the last 100 years it
now tends to be reported only infrequently. This year one was caught in a light trap in Menston (JC).
Olethreutes schulziana is another attractive micro moth that we only see occasionally. It is not uncommon
but it is restricted to moorlands and heaths. One was caught at a light trap at Nethergill Farm near
Oughtersaw in upper Wharfedale during a Wharfedale Naturalists Society visit in 2009. This year one was
photographed at Bastow Wood near Grassington on 3rd July, disturbing the observer‘s lunch in the in the
process (KB).
I am grateful to the following contributors:
K. Bullimore (KB), J. Clapham (JC), M & J Clerk (MC/JC), F.C.Draper (FCD), N. Fearnley (NF),
C.G.Harrison (CGH), P.Limb (PL), P & A Riley (PR/AR).
Peter Murphy, Micro Moth Recorder
DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES
LARGE RED DAMSELFLY (Pyrrhosoma nymphula)
Recorded between 1st May and 15th August at Timble, Otley Wetlands (OWNR), Otley, Burley, Sun Lane,
Ben Rhydding Gravel Pit (BRGP) and Low Dam.
Largest counts 24th May OWNR 20+, and 15th June OWNR 20.
BLUE TAILED DAMSELFLY (Ischnura elegans)
Recorded between 15th May and 4th September at Timble, OWNR, Otley, Sun Lane and BRGP.
Largest count 16th June OWNR "numerous".
AZURE DAMSELFLY (Coenagrion puella)
Recorded between 1st May and 29th July at Timble, Low Dam, OWNR, Otley, Burley, Sun Lane and
BRGP.
Largest count 16th June at OWNR ‗numerous‘.
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COMMON BLUE DAMSELFLY (Enallagma cyathigerum)
Recorded between 21st May and 11th September at Timble, Low Dam, OWNR, Burley, Sun Lane and
BRGP.
Largest counts 27th June OWNR ‗numerous‘ and 9th August Timble 20+.
EMERALD DAMSELFLY (Lestes sponsa)
Recorded between 28th June and 22nd September at Timble, OWNR, Sun Lane
and Yarnbury.
Largest count 19th August OWNR, 40.
BANDED DEMOISELLE (Calopterix splendens)
Recorded between 3rd June and 27th July at Timble, OWNR, Knotford and
BRGP.
Largest count 22nd June BRGP, 2.
BROWN HAWKER (Aeshna grandis)
Recorded between 15th June and 21st September at Timble, Low Dam,
AR
Norwood bottom, OWNR, Otley, Gallows Hill, Chevin and Sun Lane.
Largest counts 19th July OWNR 27 and 21st August OWNR, 28.
COMMON HAWKER (Aeshna juncea)
Recorded between 17th June and 16th September at Timble, OWNR, Low Dam, Lindley, Sun Lane and
Grass Wood. Largest count 2nd September Timble, 11.
SOUTHERN HAWKER (Aeshna cyanea)
Recorded between 20th June and 20th October at Timble, OWNR, Otley, Chevin, Low Dam, Burley, Sun
Lane and BRGP. Largest counts 19th August OWNR 10, and 25th August Timble, 5.
On 20th June at Timble 25 exuviae were seen together with nine newly emerged dragonflies. Of the 25
exuviae the majority were Southern Hawker, and the balance Common Hawker. Exact numbers not
available as some exuviae not obtainable.
MIGRANT HAWKER (Aeshna mixta)
Recorded between 19th August and 27th October at OWNR and Sun Lane.
Largest counts 8th September OWNR, 18.
COMMON DARTER (Sympetrum striolatum)
Recorded between 19th July and 27th October at OWNR, Timble, Low Dam, Burley, Sun Lane and BRGP.
Largest counts 11th August OWNR, 50 and 8th September OWNR, 32.
BLACK DARTER (Sympetrum danae)
Recorded between 29th July and 22nd September at Timble, Low Dam, Lindley and Yarnbury.
Largest count 25th August, Timble 40.
RUDDY DARTER (Sympetrum sanguineum)
Recorded only on 19th and 27th August at OWNR, each report being of 1 male.
BLACK TAILED SKIMMER (Orthetrum cancellatum)
Not recorded.
GOLDEN RINGED DRAGONFLY (Cordulegaster boltonii)
Recorded between 16th June and 25th August at Timble, Low Dam, above March Ghyll Reservoir, Trollers
Gill and Grass Wood. Largest count 19th July Timble 7.
EMPEROR DRAGONFLY (Anax imperator)
Recorded between 15th June and 19th July at Timble, OWNR and Low Dam.
Largest count 28th June Timble, 3.
FOUR SPOTTED CHASER (Libellula quadrimaculata)
Recorded between 24th May and 12th August at Timble, OWNR and Low Dam.
Largest counts 15th June OWNR 18 and 16th June Timble, 8.
BROAD BODIED CHASER (Libellula depressa)
Recorded between 3rd June and 29th June at Timble and Low Dam. Largest count 16th June Timble, 9.
Of particular interest in 2010
BANDED DEMOISELLE
Very few records with only one or two individuals each time. Surely this cannot be a true indication of
their presence this year. Observation on riverside required in 2011.
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COMMON HAWKER
A considerable increase in numbers of records this year. General impression was of more individuals at
more locations than in past years. At Timble where in recent years Southern Hawker has predominated,
this year it was Common Hawker that was more likely to be seen.
BLACK TAILED SKIMMER
For a few years recorded in very small numbers at OWNR only, but no records in 2010. Habitat has never
been good for this species and is perhaps becoming less so.
FOUR SPOTTED CHASER
Many records from numerous places. Appears to have had a very good year.
BROAD BODIED CHASER
Numbers of records and of numbers seen much reduced compared to past few years. Timble has been our
best site, but despite a count of nine in June, they were much less evident there this year.
The report is based on records supplied by:
D & J Alred, D. Brear, K Bullimore, A Gramshaw, C & F Horner, D & R Howson, D & M Leather, P
Larner, K & P Limb, P Purvis, A & P Riley, E Scarfe.
David Alred, Recorder for Dragonflies
LADYBIRDS
7 SPOT LADYBIRD Coccinella 7-punctata
Active from February to December. The second most recorded species. Hundreds seen on Denton Moor on
11th August.
EYED LADYBIRD Anatis ocellata
One found in a Burley house on 15th June.
CREAM SPOT LADYBIRD Calvia 14- guttata
Sightings from Otley, OWNR, Burley, Ben Rhydding, and Bolton Abbey.
2 SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 2-punctata
The most recorded species with 36 records from Otley, Burley and Farnley.
10 SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 10-punctata
Odd ones seen at Otley, Burley and Farnley. One caught in a moth trap.
AR
14 SPOT LADYBIRD Propylea 14-punctata
th
nd
One in a Burley garden on 9 May, and one at Ben Rhydding on 22 May.
22 SPOT LADYBIRD Psyllobora 22-punctata
One in a Burley garden on 11th September.
ORANGE LADYBIRD Halyzia 16-guttata
Just two seen at Otley.
LARCH LADYBIRD Aphidecta obliterata
One landed on my car in Otley.
HARLEQUIN LADYBIRD Harmonia axyridis
Records from Otley, Burley and Ben Rhydding. It looks as though one of our parasitic wasps has taken a
fancy to this species and is now laying eggs on it – let‘s hope so!
CONTRIBUTORS
M Atkinson, N&A Bowland, K Bullimore, N Fearnley, C Horner, D&R Howson, P Purvis, P&A Riley, P Roe.

Nevil Bowland, Recorder for Ladybirds
BUMBLEBEES 2010
In mid-March I saw my first bumblebees – buff-tailed (Bombus terrestris) queens
feeding on crocuses in the garden and on pussy willow down at Otley Wetland
Nature Reserve. Sources of early nectar and pollen are vital for queen bumblebees
coming out of hibernation so they can feed up and start a new colony. Buff-tails are
usually the first bumblebees to wake up, but white-tails (B. lucorum) are also seen
early in the year.
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On the 9th of April I noticed a queen carder (B. pascuorum) feeding on Pulmonaria, and on the 10th an early
bumblebee (B. pratorum). Coming thick and fast now, there was a queen red-tailed (B. lapidarius) busily
feeding on Mahonia. Although this was my first sighting, Nyree Fearnley sent photos of a red-tail taken on
24th March, but just outside our recording area. On 27th April a queen tree bumblebee (B. hypnorum) flew
over the garden without stopping and on the 8th of May I noticed a garden bumblebee, the longest tongued of
our bumbles, feeding on hyacinth and Aubretia. By 16th May, there seemed to be a lot of B. hortorum in the
garden, certainly more than in 2009 (although this is purely an impression not backed up by proper counts).
On 31st May I saw my first male bumblebee – B. pratorum. B. hortorum seemed to be particularly enjoying
the Aquilegias. On 2nd June I noticed a lot of carders around an old stone wall in the back garden and decided
there must be a nest there, although I never found it. On 4th June, I went down to OWNR to look at the tree
bumblebee nest that Pat Limb had found in one of her footballs (strategically placed to attract nesting
robins!). I cautiously removed the carpet tile placed over it to act as a roof and took a couple of quick photos
before the bees got too angry. They did get a bit cross and chased me out of the glade, but not before I had
hastily replaced their roof! On 12th June there were a great many tree bumbles and a brief view of a
B. monticola (mountain bumblebee) feeding on an oxeye daisy. On 17th June I counted no fewer than six
B. monticola at Sun Lane. This is the time of year that these scarce bumblebees come down from the moors
to feed when the bilberry has finished flowering and before the heather gets going. By 22nd June, tree
bumbles were the most common bumble in the garden – amazing when you think that the first UK record for
this bee was in 2001.
By mid-July there were lots of red-tailed workers and male white-tailed and red-tailed started to appear. (I
find it very difficult to distinguish white and buff-tailed workers, but white-tailed males with their lovely
yellow collars are easy). This year, numbers of white and buff-tailed bumbles have been quite low compared
with 2009.
On 23rd July I saw a queen tree bumble in the garden and one at OWNR.
In August it was the marjoram in the garden that was the most popular flower – covered in bumblebees,
honeybees and hoverflies. By 3rd August tree bumble numbers were declining and I saw my last on 27th
August. An early bumble male on 10th August seemed a very late record!
On 20th August there were lots of red-tailed males. On 27th August there were both red and white-tailed
males, but the most numerous bumbles were the carders.
On 8th September I saw a huge red-tailed queen. On 11th September there were still carders and the odd redtailed male.
On 7th October there were 2 male carders at OWNR and my last bumble for the year was a carder feeding
on a foxglove in Westy Bank Wood when we were there for the fungus foray.
Thanks to Nyree Fearnley for her records. Although I am not an ‗official‘ Bumblebee Recorder, I‘d be
pleased to receive more members‘ records or queries in 2011.
Anne Riley

BIRDS
There are few better places to be in May than walking up the Washburn along
Norwood Bottom to Dob Park Bridge and onto Folly Hall Wood, when one‘s
senses are sometimes overwhelmed by the sheer number and variety of song
birds. Nowadays, and notwithstanding such moments, this is not the memory that
many people carry of the birding year but it is rather of declining numbers and
variety, albeit with some notable exceptions. There is quantifiable evidence of
this from nest box occupancy where only six pairs of tits were occupying Andy
Jowett‘s 39 boxes in Hanging Wood in the Washburn! Perhaps we shouldn‘t be
surprised as BTO statistics have warned us for some time now of declining
numbers of farmland birds and massive falls in many migrant species. Now, in the last three years, the
weather has brought further woes with wet summers during 2007 and 2008 and a cold 2008/9 winter – all
precursors to the record winter of 2009/10. Comparisons have even been made by the RSPB between the
recent winter and the one of 1962/3 which the RSPB have stated was arguably the single event in the last
century that had the greatest impact on Britain‘s wildlife! So I am devoting most of this introduction to what
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we know so far about how the winter affected our birds – a slightly hazardous and risky activity since it will
be some time before a clearer picture starts to emerge of what happened.
THE 2009-10 WINTER
Our winter weather is strongly influenced by the Arctic Oscillation which, since the 1970s, has meant that
low pressure over the Arctic and strong winds circulating anti-clockwise around the North Pole have trapped
in cold Arctic temperatures. Last winter the pressure profile switched with a stable high pressure system to
the west of the country and easing winds which allowed cold weather from the Arctic and Russia to spill
southwards over Europe re-creating conditions similar to those which occurred in the winters of 1946/7 and
1962/3. This resulted in not only the coldest winter for decades but also the driest first half of the year since
1929. We thought the 2008/9 winter was bad enough. The two maps below show how the mean
temperatures varied over the UK for the two winters5.

Winter 2008/09

Winter 2009/10

Mean Winter Temperatures
The left-hand map shows that the 2008/9 winter was more severe in England and Wales than in Scotland: in
England and Wales it was the coldest winter since
1995/6 (with the worst blizzards since 1991), whilst in
Scotland it was the coldest since 2000/1. All of this
proved a mere prelude to the winter of 2009/10. The
temperature anomaly for 2009/10 is shown on the
right-hand map. It was the coldest winter in England
and Wales since 1978/9, the coldest in Scotland since
1962/3 and the coldest ever in Northern Scotland since
the current series of records started in 1929.
Life in the cold: snow started in Ilkley on 18th
December with the last snow falling on 24th February.
The plot shows the UK mean daily temperature with
The shading shows the value of the ‘anomaly’ (in °C), i.e. the difference between the average winter temperature and the long
term average measured over the period between 1971 and 2001. Such is the warming of our climate in recent years that it is unusual to
find a month with a negative value for the anomaly. In general the darker the shading the more negative the ‘anomaly’. There is one
small exception to results from the loss of colour compared with the original coloured map: in the 2008/9 map. This is that one or two
small areas around the coast of northern Scotland and the Hebrides enjoyed slightly higher temperatures than average.
5
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the coldest period around 10th January. The winter‘s nadir was on the 13th January when black ice produced
chaos on the roads and there were bleak pictures on local TV of people crossing roads on their hands and
knees or sliding across on their bottoms. Nationally, many people experienced nightmare journeys to work,
hundreds of flights were cancelled and there were unprecedented numbers of casualties in A&E with people
slipping on ice. There was panic buying in supermarkets and stocks of sledges soon sold out: indicative of
the sense of siege that existed, even filming of Coronation Street was suspended because of heavy snow in
Manchester6. Locally, snowy conditions appeared significantly worse in upper Wharfedale than in mid
Wharfedale and the winter lasted much longer. At the end of January when the Ilkley Moors were virtually
clear of snow, the scene changed dramatically as one approached Grassington from Skipton. One intrepid
WNS member reported snow drifts up to the top of stone walls on the moors above Yarnbury at the end of
January and there was still a lot of high level snow at the end of the following month and patches on the
moors as late as late-April. An important element of our story is the extent to which stretches of water were
frozen over during this period with examples shown below:
Otley
Wetlands

Washburn
Reservoirs
River
Wharfe

At the start of the year after a week‘s cold spell all the lakes were 95% frozen over: by the 10 th January
all but a small patch on the Fishing lake (FL) were frozen with only a few water birds gathered round it 7.
The weather warmed up in mid-month and there was some rain so that the Fishing Lake was only 25%
frozen on the 21st, although the other lakes remained largely frozen. By 11 th February the Fishing Lake
and Sailing lake were virtually ice-free but the Conservation Lake was still 70% covered with ice and the
moat was entirely frozen.
At start of the year Fewston was largely clear apart from the top end but the top 50% of Swinsty was
frozen, a situation that remained throughout January. At the end of the month Lindley Wood clear but
the water-level was very high.
Frozen over at Otley bridge at the start of January apart from some open areas by the weir. Partly frozen
over from bank to bank in the shallows above Ilkley old bridge for up to ½ mile above the bridge. River
at Grassington bridge sufficiently fast flowing for ice on the river to be minimal.

In these circumstances it was perhaps a little surprising that people still managed to struggle out and do some
bird-watching!
Bird behaviour in cold weather: Birds may behave in a number of ways:
 Move out of the area until the weather improves.
 Delay their return for the start of the breeding season.
 Increase their dependence on garden feeders.
 Get things wrong and succumb.
Of these the first is the most difficult to quantify and, at the moment, some of the observations are difficult to
comprehend, the issue being ‗Once a bird leaves an area when does it decide to come back?‘ However, first
we will look at Otley Wetland where the regular counts by Paul Purvis give a good insight into what water
birds did.
Winter at the Wetlands: The following table shows how the populations of water birds varied over the
coldest spell during January: So do we know where any of these birds went? Some of the tufted ducks
turned up on the river at Otley with up to 8 from 12th January until the end of the month: I believe people
have seen this species on the river but it is highly unusual – it was the first record I have had since I became
recorder in 2003. Strangely enough there were also records of birds on the river above Grassington Bridge in
late April and May. The presence of goldeneye on the river is less unusual as they are occasionally recorded
near Manor Park. What was unusual were the records of birds all the way along the river from Gallows Hill
to Ghaistrills Strid on various dates between 3rd January and 17th March.
In these challenging times, Health and Safety was much in evidence with perhaps the greatest casualty the ‘Grand Match’. This
is a curling match between the north and south of Scotland dating back to 1837. It had been hoped that this could go ahead on the Lake
of Menteith in Loch Lomond with ice thickness sufficiently thick for the first time for 30 years (and only the third time since the War) but
Health and Safety deemed it too dangerous.
6

The small number of wildfowl on or clustered round the small patch of water comprised 12 wigeon, 1 goldeneye with a
supporting cast of 62 coots was perhaps the lowest wildfowl count at Otley in recent years.
7
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Mute Swan

Geese
Wildfowl

Coot
Waders

Bulk of population of 30+ birds in the Otley area usually found on OW and the remainder near
the Otley bridge. This year there were usually less than 10 birds on the reserve throughout
January (apart from 18 on the 18th) whilst there were peak counts of 25 on the river on 8 th
January and 26 on the 23rd.
None present on 10th January but returned the following week.
Wigeon: good count of 41 at start of year, dropping to 10 on 10/01 and staying at that level until
the end of February rebuilding to a peak of 34 in March 8.
Pochard: count of 30 at start of year was the best number since 2004. Dropped to 7 after 10/01
but had returned to 30 at start of February before dropping away to last record around 20/03.
Tufted Duck: present throughout period but absent on 10/01.
Goldeneye: count of 12 at start of year dropping to 1 on 10/01 but rapidly returning to 20 – 25
until the end of February and peaking at 35 in March.
Very high count of 178 at start of year dropping to 62 on 10/01 and never exceeding mid-70‘s
through to end February
Lapwings not apparently affected with the usual peak counts of the year of large mobile flocks
during January with peak count this year of 230+ on 10/01. Oystercatchers delayed their
return.

Despite the quiet conditions at Otley Wetland the region around the reedbeds and the moat proved a magnet
for local birders after Paul Purvis flushed a bittern there on the 10th January: it was to remain until 2nd March.
There was a strong supporting cast to distract impatient birders waiting to see the star with regular sightings
of at least four water rails and a barn owl. There were two other unusual sightings. The linnet is a species
which does not usually arrive back until March but eight were seen feeding in the reedbeds on 8th January.
Also, an amazing 50+ reed buntings were seen coming into roost in the reedbeds early in February: we do
not know whether this is unusual – or an un-observed regular winter event!
Mass bird movements: if there was one word which characterised the birding scene in our area at the turn
of the year and into January it was ‗empty‘. Observers in both upper and mid Wharfedale suggested it was
possible that some species may have left the area and moved to lower altitudes and to the south and west (as
was common before the onset of a succession of warmer winters), although there were no local records of
any such movements. The alternative possibility was that numbers of birds must have perished. Around the
country there was much evidence of unusual movements and large gatherings of birds where there were
stocks of food. In December there had been good numbers of wildfowl arriving, with great northern divers
fairly plentiful and high counts of gadwall (550 in East Anglia and 170 in Kent) and with 38 smew at
Dungeness. At the start of the year 2,600 skylarks were recorded over Sunderland on the 1st, as well as mass
movements of thousands of larks, thrushes and other species moving east along the south coast: Slimbridge
had its highest count of Bewick swans for seven years. Fields of stubble proved a massive attraction. Two
fields at Buckton in East Yorkshire provided food for 20 lapland buntings, 30 snow buntings, 200 corn
buntings, at least 700 skylarks, 40 linnets, 25 reed buntings and 15 yellowhammers. Fields near Scarborough
produced a count of 4,100 skylarks. However, perhaps the most amazing record of all was at a farm in
Stoford, Bedfordshire which recorded the largest ever roost of corn buntings. At a time when most of us
struggle to notch-up a single sighting during the year, this farm recorded 700 birds, thought to be 4% of the
entire UK population. It is possible that some species may have left the area for some months but there is
not enough evidence to claim this with any confidence. The situation for kingfishers is particularly
tantalising and there is some evidence that the same may apply to little owls – both are discussed further in
the Classified List.
Late returns: the following table shows how return dates changed. There are always some quite significant
differences between mid and upper Wharfedale9 but this year some of those differences were even more
pronounced than usual:


The highest wigeon count is invariably from Grimwith where counts can reach 70+ in the early months: this year the highest
count was 22 in early March.
9
Throughout this introduction and in the Classified List the terms ‘south’ and ‘north’ are used extensively; these are synonymous
with mid- and upper-Wharfedale. The ‘top of the dale’ refers to the region from Starbotton to the source of the Wharfe.
8
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Great Crested Grebe
Cormorant
Goosander
Oystercatcher

Lapwing

Curlew

Skylark

Meadow Pipit

Grey Wagtail

Pied Wagtail

Stonechat

Linnet

Usually present at OW during January but absent until 27/02.
Usually present at OW during January but absent until 23/01.
Several records in the south during January but only one in the Grassington area until 31 st
January.
Have often returned to the south by start of year or during first couple of weeks: this year
the first record was from Otley on 5th February. In the north the first sightings were delayed
from late January until 14th February
Appeared normal in the south. In the north there is an occasional sighting in January but
they build up throughout February. This year there was a single bird at Kilnsey and two
overflying birds at Grassington, both on the 9 th, but no more records until the end of
February.
Flocks in Denton area from start of year but numbers only half what one might get in recent
(warm) winters. The first northern record was on 4th March which compares with dates
between 19th and 28th February in the previous three years, i.e. a delay this year of around
10 days.
Return dates are very variable: they usually occur during February, sometimes slightly
earlier, sometimes in early March. This year the first record in the south was an early 18 th
January with several records during February but there were no records in the north for
another 11 weeks until 31st March!
Rather surprisingly there were two records of over-wintering birds from the south in early
January at Weston and Folly Hall Farm. Passage birds were recorded passing through
Stainburn from 14th February. The subsequent arrival of good numbers in the second half
of March was typical of a more normal (warm) winter.
Return significantly delayed. Usually the odd record in January and February from the
south but not until late February in the north. The first record was from Drebley Gorge on
13th March
There are usually occasional sightings in January and February in mid Wharfedale, but not
usually before late February in upper Wharfedale, and with sightings building up during
March. This year, apart from a bird being seen around Grassington and Threshfield on
several days in early January, the first records were not until March – at Askwith on the 2nd
and from Burnsall and Hebden in the north on the 13 th.
The apparent demise of much of the population of this species will be dealt with later but
whereas there are usually sightings from the start of the year; the first record this year was
21st March.
Return dates vary widely by around a month on either side of about March 8 th, which may
be influenced by the fact that sightings of this species each year are quite limited. Apart
from the highly unusual January sighting at Otley the first record in the south was 1 st April
and on 4th May in the north.

Garden Sanctuaries: BTO reported that the cold weather brought birds flooding into gardens with 35/41 of
the species they monitored increasing their presence in the snowy conditions compared with the previous
four winters. This was most certainly not the experience in our Ilkley garden. In line with the earlier
comments that birds appear to have moved out of our area, they obviously kept going and didn‘t pause to
drop in on us. I do the BTO Garden Birdwatch and the peak of my weekly counts in January fell from an
average of 49 in the two previous winters to 39, i.e. a
drop of 20%! However, the cold conditions certainly
Fieldfare in Gardens
did bring in the odd rarity: a Worcestershire gardener
Showing peaks in severe winters
recorded feeding sardines to a bittern at his garden
pond and there was a red grouse in a Heckmondwike
garden in Leeds. Locally, a woodcock was reported
feeding on a lawn in Clifton Road, Ben Rhydding on
16th January and there was a mealy redpoll in a
Menston garden on 17th February. There was also a
report of a bird in an Addingham garden on 22nd
January whose description sounded as though it may well have been a water rail. One of the main features of
the winter months was the number of people reporting winter thrushes in their gardens, for some of them
garden firsts. The presence of these shy birds in our gardens is a sure sign that it is a bad winter and that
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natural food is scarce. The diagram shows the reporting rate of fieldfare in BTO-monitored gardens over the
past 16 winters with high peaks corresponding to the more severe winters; the curves for redwing are similar.
In a normal year the fieldfare is recorded at only 1 in 10 gardens: this year there was the largest proportional
increase of any species, i.e. a 283% increase to around one garden in three: the equivalent increase for
redwing, 267%, was almost as large. These large increases were reflected in members‘ gardens. The
following tables show the numbers of members‘ gardens where species were recorded over the past three
winters:

Fieldfare
Redwing

2007 - 2008
1
3

Number of gardens
2008- 2009
4
10

2009 - 2010
13
15

The tables shows that local trends mirror the national situation with good numbers over the last two winters
but especially in 2009/10 when winter thrushes were seen in over a 1/3 of the gardens of people submitting
records.
Casualties of the Cold: the statistics from the 1962/3 winter make grim reading with the populations of
some species being reduced by 50 or even 80%. Species that were particularly badly hit and which suffered
huge declines were kingfishers, goldcrests, stonechats, wrens, barn owls, common snipe, long-tailed tits and
green woodpeckers and many of these took years to recover 10. Birds face a number of problems in these
conditions. Not only are the small birds particularly vulnerable to the cold but food, which is always scarce
in winter, is more difficult to find: insects are scarce and berries often covered in snow, whilst species such
as herons and kingfishers have difficulty fishing. Weakened birds become more vulnerable to predation
from cats and sparrowhawks with iced-over ponds allowing foxes access to otherwise secure roosts on
islands. The omens at the start of the year were not good with BTO receiving reports of wrens, tits and
treecreepers being found dead in nest boxes and outbuildings. Birds were also discovered which had used up
their fat supplies and metabolised their muscles so they were unable to fly – there were suggestions that barn
owls had been especially badly hit. On 4th January Scotland issued a temporary ban on shooting wildfowl.
Four days later the RSPB launched an emergency plan involving feeding threatened birds such as bitterns
and cirl buntings, encouraging the public to put food out in gardens and farmers to put out grain tailings and
residues from last year‘s crops. It will be some time before we get national statistics about how species were
affected by the winter 11 so can we draw any conclusions from the sightings on our local patch. There were
certainly some strong clues that all was not well with some species. Sightings of stonechat were only
coming in from a few sites and several regular birders reported they had seen none or had had only a single
sighting all season. One of my favourite species is
the wren and, conscious of their vulnerability to
cold weather, I worried how they might have done.
I had a depressing walk around Grimwith in midFebruary when I didn‘t see or hear one. I was
horrified, too, listening to an early-May
programme on the radio on how the winter had
affected wildlife in Scotland when a naturalist
admitted he had yet to hear a wren singing! I had
good and bad days but in the end felt they were
unlikely to have suffered the scale of losses they
sustained in 1962/3 – in our area at least. Getting a
Small bird reproduction is designed to cope with bad winters. In the absence of competition for food and prime nest sites
survivors can rear 2 or even 3 large broods. For example, wrens which were reduced by 80% in 1962/3 were back to strength by end of
decade – now there are 8.5 million pairs and it is one of our most common birds.
10

As we go to press, preliminary results from the BTO CES (Constant Energy Sites) Survey is suggesting that there may have
been significant losses (rather than appalling) of robin (-27%), wren (-20%), greenfinch (-44%) and dunnocks ( -12%) compared with the
5-year average (although the greenfinch figure is also likely to have been affected by losses to Trichomonosis).
11
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‗feel‘ is all very well but I wondered if there was any way I could provide some indication of how
widespread various species were distributed within our area – and if distribution had expanded or contracted.
The most obvious casualty of the winter was the stonechat and in the chart (foot of previous page) I have
plotted the number of sites in south (mid) and north (upper Wharfedale) at which the species was recorded in
recent years: the curves tend to confirm that it did indeed suffer in the past winter 12. There are two other
species where the evidence is more confusing – little owls and kingfishers. On the face of it, the former were
badly hit in upper Wharfedale but there were some strange records from the south which leave unanswered
questions. For kingfishers, we may only start to understand what happened when we can look at results
county-wide, but the evidence suggests they could well have left upper Wharfedale, in particular, for an
extended period! The situation for these two species as well as other potentially vulnerable species is
discussed in more detail in the Classified List.
The 2010 year end: If we thought we had heard the last of the Arctic Oscillation we were
wrong. It returned at the end of the year and we had to endure the coldest December since
the present method of calculation started in 1890. Long stretches of the river iced up and
reservoirs and gravel pits were frozen over for several weeks, driving water birds onto the
clear stretches of the river. What seemed like the total local population of swans, about 40
birds, was seen at the bridge in Otley, including this unfortunate swan, pictured in the
Ilkley Gazette, whose beak was enclosed by an icicle (left). We will need to wait to see
how birds have been affected but already we are hearing about numbers of barn owls
reported dead, including two in our own area – at Leathley and Arthington.
CHANGING TIMES
As usual I have tried to capture some of the changes taking place nationally and across Yorkshire. I wonder
whether the changing climate and more unsettled weather is affecting the number of vagrants reaching our
shores – or does it reflect the extensive networking of rare bird sightings we now take for granted in the UK?
At the end of 2009 the British Birds Rarities Committee advised that for the first time ever, more than 400
species had been recorded in the UK in a year – during 2008: 418 to be exact, with 407 confirmed so far:
Shetland and the Outer Hebrides were the top spots to see rarities with Yorkshire another hot spot with 20
exotic species recorded in the region. The list of species that might appear is slowly being whittled away: for
example, the Asian black lark appeared for the first time (in Anglesey) in 2003. One bird high on the wish
list is the black woodpecker, which occurs close-by on the Continent but which is a notoriously poor flyer
which has so far deterred it from attempting to cross the channel. For a moment, in February, it looked as
though the long wait was over when a woman in Cumbria gave a detailed and accurate description of one
she‘d seen on a telegraph pole. The Westmorland Gazette was poised for a scoop when it transpired that BT
in an effort to stop great-spotted wood peckers attacking their poles had been using black woodpecker
models for years! Turning to the continuingly changing UK birding scene, purple herons visit the UK in
small numbers each year but a pair bred for the first time at the RSPB Dungeness Reserve which brought the
crowds in to see them feeding young; two young were reported to have fledged. In East Anglia we heard of
the largest breeding colony of spoonbills for 300 years when 6 pairs raised 10 young at Holkham with
reports of family parties seen along the Norfolk and Lincolnshire coast with young begging for food. Also,
little bitterns bred at the RSPB Somerset Reserve at Ham Wall, which brought back happy memories to some
members of WNS of the excitement in 1984 when there was the first proven UK record of breeding at
Potteric Carr. Yorkshire, too, had it share of new breeding records. There has been a slow increase to about
50 pairs of black-tailed godwits breeding in the UK and this year we recorded the first in Yorkshire with a
Over recent years I have defined 155 locations in Wharfedale, 79 in the ‘south’, downstream of Barden Bridge and 76 in the
north: locations are chosen on the basis of geographic features, e.g. a moor or woodland area rather than being of constant area and I
monitor sightings by location. In 2009 the most widespread species was the curlew (recorded at 80 sites) followed by buzzard and lapwing
(>70). I have now been running this scheme since 2005, the year I started exchanging records with Gerald Light, the UWFS bird
recorder. I am very conscious that this is all very unscientific and, at the best, can only be indicative. I am still trying to understand its
limitations, e.g. ‘Does it only works for species people feel worth recording?’ On the subject of limitations my original aim was to use it to
look at changes in migrant distribution, but that is significantly confused by sightings of passage birds. The one species where these
records have produced confusing results is the kingfisher, whose behaviour during last winter has been a source of massive confusion for
me.
12
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pair raising three young at the Lower Derwent Valley Reserve. Cetti‘s warblers, which bred in North
Yorkshire at Top Hill Low for the first time in 2006, bred for the first time in South Yorkshire at Potteric
Carr. Another species which is flourishing in the UK after a slow start is the Mediterranean gull. It first bred
in 1968 but breeding pairs did not reach three figures until the late 1990s: this year there were 400 nests in
one of its strongholds at Langstone Harbour (Hampshire). The species is also becoming a more familiar site
in Yorkshire: after a probable failed attempt in 2007, a pair appears to have successfully raised three young
at Old Moor. Finally, ending on a gloomy note, the County may well have lost its last nightingales with no
records this year from the last remaining site at Thorne Moors (after there were 14 singing males as recently
as 2001, although with a slow decline in numbers each year since then).
2009 POSTCRIPT
The YNU has accepted the sightings of a rough-legged buzzard on 6th January and a honey buzzard on 9th
September, both at Barden.
2010 FACTS AND FIGURES
For those who like records, the Society (and this recorder) had another busy year with 11,042 sighting
records (up 9% on last year and 73% since my first year as recorder in 2003). The numbers of species and
sightings are summarised below with 2009 figures in brackets. For each region, north and south, figures are
also given for 3 or 4 areas within those regions:

South of Barden Bridge
Washburn (including Haverah Park)
Otley Wetland
Bolton Abbey Estate
North of Barden Bridge
Grimwith Reservoir
Grassington area
Littondale
upper Wharfedale
(Starbotton - Oughtershaw)

TOTAL

Species recorded
160 (152)
126 (133)
107 (96)
100 (102)
122 (118)
65 (58)
103 (101)
77 (63)
78 (78)

Sightings
8384 (7708)
2444 (2717)
1415 (1171)
584 (637)
2661 (2380)
268 (217)
947 (764)
436 (465)
426 (387)

167 (155)

11, 042 (10,089)

It was a far more interesting year for sightings than last year with one new species – a white-tailed eagle
down from Scotland for a tour of the North. After an excellent autumn, the annual count of 167 species
equalled the previous maximum count in 200413, admittedly helped by two species recorded only at the
Stainburn VisMig site (honey buzzard and twite) and one species recorded only on Birdguides (dotterel).
Interesting sightings and events included:
 The most unusual and interesting sighting of the year was of a hooded crow.
 A little egret spent some six weeks at Ben Rhydding gravel pits during summer.
 There was a disappointing reduction in the presence of mandarins south of Strid Wood.
 Second-only sightings of bittern (which stayed for several weeks) and common crane.
 First smew (redhead) since 2002.
 Major influx of rough-legged buzzards into UK with some local sightings.
 Growing presence of barn owls in east of our area.
 First time since 1963 when swallows arrived before sand martins (by 1 day).
 BTO-inspired ‗rovings‘ in the north in support of the Atlas update showed garden warblers are far
more extensive in upper Wharfedale than previously realised.
 A great grey shrike spent part of December in Storiths area (near Buffers)
 Continuing big increase in tree sparrows in area (100 young ringed for first time).
 There was a rare record of hawfinches at Grassington.
 There was the first record of ravens nesting in a tree in Wharfedale.
This record number of species has led to a slightly longer than usual report. Consequently, I have omitted the two annexes on
‘First and Last Dates’ and ‘Garden Records’ this year.
13
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There were a number of interesting garden sightings during the year but pride of place has to go to a
black grouse sighting at the top end of the Dale and a willow tit on a Menston feeder.
The only ‗exotic‘ during the year was a Reeve‘s pheasant, a first record for the area, which turned up in
several Ilkley gardens along the edge of the moor in April.
CONCLUSIONS: Let me repeat the points I made last year about sighting records:
 I continue to welcome regular birders‘ views about local species‘ populations and trends. Also
records of interesting events, examples of breeding and juveniles.
 I continue to feel that inclusion of maximum flock sizes recorded for each is quite a powerful
indicator of bird populations (for appropriate species). It would also help if you can include
examples of breeding and unusual behaviour, which can help me to make the report a more
interesting read.
 I have again recorded the number of sightings for each species and the number of sites where that
species was seen, although I do not quote these figures for common species.
Finally, many thanks to all contributors to this report and especially those who submitted their sightings in
the order given in the report – it really is a very great help. You can also greatly assist me by submitting
your reports in batches throughout the year – quarterly or half-yearly if you generate a lot. In particular,
please try to avoid submitting large amounts all at the end of the year. If you keep your records on computer
why not have a chat with me? An increasing number of people are now e-mailing their records to me (in a
spread-sheet), which reduces my task enormously. The schedule for the production of the Annual Report is
very tight – it has to reach the Editors by the end of January. I will not be able to guarantee including any
records received after Wednesday, 4th January 2012. Last but not least many thanks to the Bradford
Ornithological Group for allowing me to use their sightings, which are especially useful for some of the
scarcer species, and to the Upper Wharfedale Field Society for providing another interesting set of records
from the north of our region since their inclusion helps us to improve our understanding of the distribution of
species that are found throughout our area. I am also very grateful to the BOG Rarities Committee who have
started making available rarity reports on local-seen birds which helps to increase confidence in the accuracy
of our report and, in particular, to John Topham who helped facilitate this important change.
CLASSIFIED LIST14
Once again I have reduced coverage of the more common species so I can give greater coverage to species
where there is something of particular interest to report.
LITTLE GREBE (Tachybaptus ruficollis)
074 Sightings/26 Sites
Uncommon breeding/local migrant: population stable.
Unlike last year when there were very few birds on the river in winter, 12 were recorded this year in the
first three months all the way along the river from Knotford Nook to Grassington at 8 sites: this compares
with 6 at four sites last year and the record of 20 birds at 10 sites in 2006. This figure includes northern
sightings from Appletreewick, Hebden and Grassington. Birds were reported singing at Knotford on 6 th
January, at Middleton Woods on 9th February and at Farnley Lake on 27th March. Birds have traditionally
tended to winter at Knotford Nook and Otley with subsequent records from Otley right through the year.
This year there was a peak at Otley of five in January c.f. 7 last year and, at the very most, one at Knotford,
both counts comparing unfavourably with the peak count of 10 at Knotford in January 2005. Their
presence at Otley was spasmodic in the first two months and there were no sightings after 27 th March until
a juvenile was seen on 17th July. The first record from the Washburn was on 18th January with an unusual
sighting from the top end of Thruscross (on 9th March) and with subsequent sightings over the next few
weeks from Farnley Lake, Lindley Wood, Fewston, Low Dam and, later, Beaverdyke. Sightings from
14
In the Classified List I have used the usual abbreviation of GP for Gravel Pit. ‘Burley’ is Burley-in-Wharfedale, and when
referring to Beaverdyke, Chelker, Fewston, Grimwith, John o’Gaunts, Lindley, Swinsty, Scargill and Thruscross, I mean the reservoirs
or their vicinity at these locations. Similarly, Otley refers to Otley Wetland Nature Reserve (formerly Otley Gravel Pits) unless otherwise
specified. Mid Wharfedale is taken as the area downstream from Barden Bridge and above Pool Bridge. Upper Wharfedale starts above
Barden Bridge, whilst Lower Wharfedale is below Pool Bridge. In the Washburn Valley the dam at the southern end of Fewston is
taken as the boundary between upper and lower Washburn. I have also extensively used the ‘north’ and ‘south’ to identify the regions
above and below Barden Bridge.
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ponds in mid Wharfedale in the subsequent few weeks included Kex Gill, Askwith, Denton and Denton
Hall, and Ben Rhydding gravel pits. There were records of singing birds from a couple of these sites in
April and June. The first record of birds on eggs was from Denton Hall on 6 th May (which subsequently
produced two juveniles), with the first juvenile at Low Dam, a traditional site, on 2 nd June. The other
breeding record was from Dunkirk Pond on the edge of Denton Moor. In the autumn there were interesting
records from the Haverah reservoirs and from Chelker with 5 on the former on 12 th September and two
pairs on the latter on 2nd October. There were up to 4 birds at Otley during the autumn but these
disappeared on 28th November with the arrival of the freezing conditions and there were subsequently
several river sightings: I saw 4 or 5 between the suspension bridge in Ilkley and Low Mill and there were 4
at Manor Park bends; there were also records from Knotford Nook, Bolton Abbey and Grassington, i.e. a
total of 13 or 14 during December. As with last year there was one ‗garden‘ record with 3 diving in the
river at the bottom of an Otley garden in early January with one in early February (PP).
GREAT CRESTED GREBE (Podiceps cristatus)
074 Sightings/08 Sites
Common breeding resident/local migrant: population stable.
The species is usually reported every month of the year from various sites in mid Wharfedale and the
Washburn. Sightings are far less widespread than for the little grebe and there are no records from the
north: typically reports are received from around 7 or 8 sites compared with ~20 for the little grebe.
Although there were records from a very typical 8 sites and sightings in every month, sightings were
somewhat down this year, as they were in 2009, compared with the long-term average. Its strongholds are
traditionally Knotford Nook and Otley. Birds disappeared from both sites when the cold weather arrived in
mid-December, 2009 and although there was the odd January record from Knotford there were no records
from Otley until 27th February. The peak counts were 6 (i.e. 3 pairs) at Otley in early April and 4 from
Knotford in November. As usual there were regular sightings from the Washburn – from Lindley Wood
(only 2 birds in the spring c.f. 5 last October), Swinsty (3), Fewston (2 pairs in April and May) and John
o‘Gaunts (2). The only other records were from Chelker (2). After the disappointment last year of no
breeding at Otley there was a peak of 3 juveniles on 10th July but, as is often the case at Otley, predation
seems to have reduced this to only 1 by the end of the month. There was one juvenile at Knotford and,
although a bird was on a nest at Lindley, no subsequent records of young. Two juveniles were seen on
Chelker.
BLACK-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps nigricollis)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
There were two birds in full breeding plumage at Otley on the Fishing Lake on 25th March (N&AB). The
birds appear to have moved on quite quickly, unlike last autumn‘s visitor that spent some time on the
Conservation Lake.
CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo)
111 Sightings/30 Sites
Common passage/long-staying visitor: numbers have markedly increased in recent years.
It is now a common bird in mid Wharfedale and the Washburn with sightings in every month: by
comparison only 15% of sightings were from the north. Sightings at Otley at the start of the year were
affected by the weather with, unusually, none recorded until 23rd January with a winter peak of only 13
compared with ~20 in the last two years. There is often a summer gathering but the peak count was only 4,
compared with 13 in 2009. However, numbers built up in the autumn with a peak of 44 in late November,
although some of these were flying over. The equivalent centre in the Washburn is Lindley Wood and the
count there is always a good indicator of how well the species is doing in the area. The year started well
with 17 present on 2nd January (when there were none at Otley) and the subsequent peak count was 35 at
the end of March. There has been a drop in numbers over the past 5 years with this year‘s peak down on
the record count of 54 in 2006, but certainly better than 17 (2009), 25 and 10 in the previous three years.
The counts from the Washburn reservoirs and from Farnley Lake were all down (typically to only 2 or 3
maximum) apart from the ones at Haverah Park where there were 8 at John o‘Gaunts and Beaverdyke and
5 at Scargill, both on 24th July. Records from the north are always scarce: they are either recorded along
the river or fishing at Grimwith. There were 11 records along the river with a sighting from as far north as
Starbotton: the peak count was 4 at Kilnsey in January and March and with 3 seen at the trout farm on 24th
December! There was also a rare sighting from Littondale with 1 seen at Hawkswick on 23 rd December.
Most of the sightings at Grimwith were of single birds but there were 3 there on 4th September.
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BITTERN (Botaurus stellaris)
016 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare winter visitor
On 10th January, Paul Purvis was taking his
regular walk round Otley and was approaching
the moat from the access track when a bittern
flew up just in front of him and dropped down
into the reed bed. The only previous sighting
had also been at Otley, 8 years before almost
to the day – on 8th January 2002. This time
there were a number of memorable sightings
(AC, AJ, BOG, KB, K&PL, PP, PBR, E&PS
and J&FTo) over an extended period with the
last one on 2nd March. On the 18th January
Paul, again, surprised the bird grubbing around
in a pile of branches on the island, presumably
desperately looking for food. There were also
two sightings of the bird perched in trees: on
the 23rd Andy Jowett watched the bird fly over the sailing lake and land 40 feet up in a tree by the water‘s
edge where it remained for at least half-an-hour; a few days later, on the 27th, Adam Cox watched it
perched in a tree close to Ashfield School. During the winter the native population of bitterns is
augmented by birds fleeing freezing conditions on the Continent: it is estimated that the number may vary
between 50 and 150 depending on the severity of the winter. The attached map shows the sites where
bitterns were recorded in Yorkshire in January15. The map would suggest that, this winter, there may have
been between 20 and 25 in Yorkshire alone during January, which led to the suggestion in mid-February
that this must have been one of the largest influxes for years. The problems bitterns were having getting
food was highlighted when one was seen walking under the feeders at Fairburn in January, whilst at
Potteric Carr, a bird was watched stalking, killing and eating a brown rat and also probing into a fresh
mole-hill. Worries about their well-being led the RSPB to launch a national initiative to provide food and
local birds at our major reserves did very well. The Old Moor manager visited the local supermarket
buying food every day, whilst surplus salmon was provided from the Doncaster market at Potteric Carr,
which produced a bittern heading for the food within an hour of it being put out. An assistant at Fairburn
Ings was sent out to buy fresh sprats and sardines and on enquiring if they should buy tinned sardines if
there were no fresh fish was told ‗No, I don‘t think bitterns will be able to open the cans!‘ The provision
of food led to some memorable sightings of this hugely reticent bird and there were some stunning pictures
on the Potteric Carr web-site. Fortunately, the story has a happy ending since later in the summer the
RSPB were to report a record number of 87 booming males at a record 47 sites in 2010 16! A little to
everyone‘s surprise this was not the end of the story. When the end of the year saw the coldest December
for over 100 years, a bird returned and was discovered by Paul Purvis (again) on 25th December: it was
also seen by AJ before the end of the year and has been seen since then in the New Year.
LITTLE EGRET (Egretta garzetta)
004 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare visitor but likely to become more common in future years.
We had our second record this year of a bird lingering in the area for several weeks 17. A bird appeared at
Ben Rhydding gravel pits in late July. It was subsequently reported on a number of occasions by several
The figures are based on data given on Birdguides augmented by telephone conversations with staff at the main reserves in the
county: the major sites with multiple birds being Far Ings (near Hull), Potteric Carr and Fairburn Ings.
15

Over 70% i.e. 62 of the booming males were in East Anglia , which remains the species stronghold. However, there was as a
remarkable increase from 3 to 14 in Somerset. Sadly, Yorkshire had to make do with just 2 in the east of the county. This is significantly
down from the peak years when there were 9 booming males in Yorkshire between 2004 and 2007 with a peak of 5 active nests in 2003
and 2004.
16

The first record was in 2002 when a single bird lingered on the Wharfe between Burley and Otley GP for most of August and
September.
17

70

observers, usually from the angler‘s site. The last sighting was on 11th September (SP), i.e. a stay of around
6 weeks. In some ways it is disappointing that this was the only sighting this year since there has been a
surprising large increase in the numbers of this species in Yorkshire this year with 19 at Blacktoft, 9 at
Potteric Carr, 7 at Swillington Ings and 5 at Filey dams. It must be only a question of time before there are
more records of breeding pairs in the county (after last year‘s successful breeding in the Lower Derwent
Valley Nature Reserve).
GREY HERON (Ardea cinerea)
137 Sightings/45 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/increasing.
This is one of the key species in trying to understand the
impact of our severe winter. In general, larger birds cope
better with the cold weather than small birds. The grey
heron is an exception which is unusually susceptible to hard
winters since it relies on good hunting conditions, and ice
and snow present particular problems since they are mainly
visual hunters requiring a clear view of potential prey. This
loss of feeding opportunities can lead to many birds seeking
new sites such as the coast. The graph shows the result of
the BTO heronries census which has been carried out over
80 years and shows sharp depressions during 1946/7 and
1962/3 followed by a several years of recovery. Our
records for the year are encouraging in that they are nothing out of the ordinary with a very average
number of sightings at a very average number of sites, both in the north and the south. The usual pattern,
which appeared unchanged this year, is that the species is widely reported in every month and throughout
the region, usually of single birds or small groups at reservoirs or along the river. Both of the local
heronries are in mid Wharfedale so sightings in the Bolton Abbey area and northwards are rather less
common. Away from the heronries the peak local count is usually from Otley and here the peak count was
only 6 in April: this compares poorly with 13 in the same month in 2008 – on the other hand it is little
changed from last year‘s peak of 7. At the principle local heronry where there has been a slow decline in
the number of breeding birds over the last 5 years there was the same number of nests (31) as in 2009
producing almost as many young, 74 c.f. the 80 in 2009. In the north they were seen throughout the region
although most of the sightings were from the well-watched region around Grassington. At the top end of
the Dale there were 5 birds roosting at Buckden in November and 2 young in Greenfield, whilst the odd
sighting in Littondale included one along the beck at Cosh. The overall conclusion of this very ordinary
set of records must be that the species seems to have come through the winter unscathed.
WHITE STORK (Ciconia ciconia)
003 Sightings/02 Sites
Rare passage migrant/local escapee
Sightings of this species are very variable with 12 records from 8 sites in 2008 followed by none in 2009.
This year was another quiet year with only a single bird sighted on 2nd April. Was it the same bird reported
on Birdguides over the Wetlands three days later? On the 2nd it was seen twice in the Otley area – near
Stephen Smith‘s when it appeared to be coming down near East Busk Lane (PD&JBP) and also circling
over the stockyard and Conservation Lake at the Wetlands before flying off westwards (PP). As usual,
there is the unanswered question ‗How many free-flying birds are there at Harewood at the moment and
was this one of them?‘
MUTE SWAN (Cygnus olor)
085 Sightings/09 Sites
Common local breeding resident: population stable.
This species remains very localised and virtually all the reports this year were from the core region
eastwards from Otley and from the lower Washburn: Otley (both at the Wetlands and the town bridge)
remains their stronghold in the area. The majority of records from outside this area were at the start of the
year with single sightings of an immature bird on Swinsty and a bird on Lindley Wood on 2 nd January, 2
birds in front of Denton Hall during the first part of January and an immature bird on Chelker on 10 th
February. The only records at the end of the year were of 2 birds at Chelker at the end of November and a
bird flying low over the Addingham golf course in early December. At the start of the year the icy
conditions at the Wetlands drove a majority of the birds onto the river at Otley: whilst the peak count on
the Wetlands during January was only 11 (with none recorded there on the 10th) there were 26 on the river
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on the 23rd. As usual there were records of breeding from Otley, Knotford Nook and Farnley. Once again
the breeding records from Otley were disappointing. The first bird was on its nest on 20 th March and there
were 5 on nests by 24th April. However, whilst there were records of cygnets on all the Otley lakes only
one family of 5 young on the Conservation Lake appeared to make it through into the autumn although,
sadly, one succumbed to the December cold. There were also two families on Knotford and one on
Farnley Lake. The highest count at the Wetlands was 35 in mid-August but this was surpassed at the end
of the year when freezing conditions left most local stretches of water iced over and the 41 at Otley Bridge
on the last day of the year may well have represented the whole local population. The challenges faced by
our wild birds at such time were highlighted by a picture in the Ilkley Gazette of a swan at the Otley bridge
near the end of the year whose beak was encased in a 2‖-long icicle making it impossible for it to eat.
WHOOPER SWAN (Cygnus Cygnus)
015 Sightings/08 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
Although the species breeds from Iceland through Scandinavia to Siberia, it is the Iceland race that winters
in the UK. Numbers have increased since the 1990s with 25,000 present in the winter of 2005: the Lower
Derwent Valley is the best site in Yorkshire to see the species with a record 167 there at the start of the
year. We had our best count of the season in early April with 52 at Otley on the 6th (PBR): I watched them
fly up the Washburn and they were then reported at Fewston in the late morning (DA) where they stayed
until 8.30am the following day. Movements such as these in early April were to lead to concerns that the
clouds of ash from the Iceland eruption, which were on the main goose and swan migration routes, could
affect returning birds. The area to the SE of the volcano was covered in dense ash and in total darkness:
this is near an area known as ‗Whooper Airport‘ because it is where most birds land after their migration.
Bird deaths have occurred after previous eruptions when feeding areas were covered in ash. One of the
whooper swans returning from the UK was being tracked with a satellite-based recording system which
only gives a signal every two days. The bird was recorded heading directly for the cloud and scientists
had an anxious 2 days before they found it had landed safely. The strong winds which were blowing the
ash towards the UK meant the bird had taken 4½ days to travel from the Hebrides when, given good
conditions it can make the trip to Scotland in less than a day! Returning to local matters there were, as
usual, more sightings in the first three months of the year (11 between 7 th March and 8th April) than in the
autumn (4 between 16th October and 7th November). Sightings take one of two forms – either birds resting
up at a local body of water (12 sightings) or over-flights (3 sightings). Counts in the autumn were lower
with only one in double figures – 19 over Addingham Moorside on 16th October. As usual, most of the
sightings were in the south: both northern records were from Grimwith with 15 birds on 7 th March and 2
including a first year bird on 8th April.
PINK FOOTED GOOSE (Anser brachyrhynchus)
017 Sightings/08 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/visitor.
This was a poor year in terms of records submitted and flock sizes. The main difference between this
species and the previous one (the whooper swan) as far as our area is concerned is that the vast majority of
records (14 or almost 80%) are of large numbers of birds flying over with only a few records of birds on
the ground (3); the latter are always of small numbers usually seen flocking with other species. At the start
of the year the majority of overflights took place between early January and early March, although without
the numbers recorded last year. The maximum count was 200 over Sun Lane on 7 th January and even the
VisMig count at Stainburn could only manage 160 during February with a peak of 120 at the end of the
month. In the autumn the passage period was a little longer, between mid-September and early December,
with a peak count of 200+ over Timble Ings on 30th October. At the start of the year there were records of
1 and 3 birds on the ground at Otley on 21st January and 4th March: at the end of the year there was a large
count of 22 coming in low over a frozen Otley on 8th December and landing on the river.
GREYLAG GOOSE (Anser anser)
125 Sightings/36 Sites
Common resident breeder/visitor: recent significant population increase.
It is difficult being positive about this species which is widespread throughout mid Wharfedale and, sadly,
continues to prosper. Our friends in upper Wharfedale are spared the worst excesses since, apart from
Grimwith, sightings are few and numbers tend to be small; the peak Grimwith count was 130 in August
and the highest count elsewhere 8 at Linton early in the same month. There was the occasional bird along
the river stretch north of Barden Bridge; other northern sightings were in the Grassington region. There
were no sightings above Linton including Littondale. In addition to the usual breeding at Grimwith there
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was a family party at Blea Beck Tarn, both seen first in the first half of June. In the south there were many
counts of flocks below 100 but fewer of larger numbers – 230 at Denton (February) and 260 at Thruscross
(March) and 170 at Lindley Wood (August): the highest count at Otley was 100 in June. For once, the
highest regional count was from Thruscross and not from Grimwith. As usual there were numerous reports
of breeding from the moors and the valley bottom right across the south. The first record of a juvenile was
from Kex Gill on 22nd April.
CANADA GOOSE (Branta canadensis)
120 Sightings/24Sites
Common breeding resident/visitor: significant population increase in recent decades and recent
suggestions that numbers were levelling off probably premature.
It is slightly less widespread than the greylag being recorded at only ~20 sites on average c.f. ~30. This is
partly because it is less evident in upper Wharfedale; apart from Grimwith and the nearby Blea Beck Tarn,
the only other records were from Greenfield where a pair bred at the reservoir. The peak counts were 400
at Knotford and 260 at Swinsty both in January (the highest count in the region is often from Fewston but
the peak count there this year was only 130); there were high counts from Otley throughout the first part of
the year with a peak of 220 in July. The peak count from Grimwith was just under 100 in August.
Records of breeding were far less widespread than for the greylag: the first record of goslings was from
Otley on 1st May.
BARNACLE GOOSE (Branta leucopsis)
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant/probable escape.
A bird was discovered by Ernie Scarfe at Otley on the far side of the Sailing Lake on 29th November and
seen again a brief time later (JF): it did not stay long. In the past it has been recorded every year, but in the
last decade this has dropped to only (roughly) alternate years and then with only one or two sightings. In
the last few years all the sightings have been in the Otley region, although not just on the Reserve (2004,
2006, 2008 and now 2010) but in fields to the east (2004) and by the town bridge (2008). We must assume
it was probably an escapee (or feral bird).
EGYPTIAN GOOSE (Alopochen aegyptiacus)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce visitor/possible escapee
Three birds were seen around the Fishing Lake at Otley on 3rd April (JF): it was only the sixth year that the
species has been recorded since the first sighting in 1984. The species was introduced from Africa in the
late seventeenth century and full-winged birds could be found in many English estates by the middle of the
nineteenth century. Self-sustaining feral populations are also found in the Netherlands and Germany: in the
UK they were not added to the British List until 1971 and were declared a pest in 2009. 20 years ago a
survey established that 90% of the British population was to be found in Norfolk with most of the
remaining birds in northern Suffolk. The only site outside East Anglia where it is found is Rutland Water
with an average of 34 birds there in the 1990s. There are several reasons why it has failed to become more
widespread. It is not well adapted to the English weather: it breeds early with nests found between
December and February which results in a low breeding success of only 1.06 young/pair. Also, although it
is very territorial during the breeding season, it is quite gregarious during the rest of the year, a
characteristic that discourages a species to spread. The chances are that these will have been escapees.
SHELDUCK (Tadorna tadorna)
005 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/visitor: may breed some years.
It was another quite good year after the dismal 2008 with a good number of records, all at the start of the
year. During that period there were single passage birds over the Stainburn VisMig site in February and
March. New contributors from Askwith (RL&TF) reported 2 birds on a nearby pond on 17th April, which
stayed for 4 days and which they had also seen there in 2009. Finally in May there were reservoir records
of 3 birds on March Ghyll and 1 on Mossy Moor, a rare record from the north.
MANDARIN DUCK (Aix galericulata)
025 Sightings/10 Sites
Scarce visitor/escaped species but local breeding population now established.
There was a significant fall (almost 50%) in the number of sightings this year. More specifically, this was
a year of disappointment in mid Wharfedale when the species expansion southwards from the Bolton
Abbey Estate, which only started in 2008 (with records from 15 southern sites), appears virtually to have
spluttered to an end with records from only 5 southern sites this year. Records in the past couple of years
had led to the hope that the species might be about to nest (or have nested) in the Washburn and there were
a number of sightings from there, although no direct evidence of breeding. This year there was a single
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record of a male at the top end of Lindley Wood on 25th March (JF) – and then nothing. The only other
sightings were of the rather tame pair at the Riverside Hotel near the Old Bridge at various times in the
first 4 months. Otherwise southern sightings were restricted to the Bolton Abbey Estate. By comparison,
the records from the north were more interesting with 4 birds seen above Barden Bridge and downstream
of Howgill, a pair near Parcevall Hall, and with sightings of young from below Howgill, Appletreewick
and Burnsall during the first week in August. The most northerly record was of a pair near the Hebden
suspension bridge on 4th March. As usual, Strid Wood remains the winter stronghold with the autumn
count appearing to be dependent on the beech mast. After last year‘s poor count of 14 on 23rd October
Birdguides reported a good count of 35 on 10th October including 14 males and 21 females.
WIGEON (Anas penelope)
072 Sightings/09 Sites
Possible scarce breeding (although breeding at the one site must now be in doubt) resident/passage
migrant: population stable/increasing.
The number of sites at which this species is recorded is remarkably consistent at around 7 or 8 sites in the
south and 1 in the north – the exception being 2007 when it was recorded at a total of 11 sites. There were
a lot more sightings at the start of the year up until early May than at the end. Standard sites included
Knotford Nook, Otley, Farnley, some of the Washburn reservoirs and, especially, from Grimwith. At the
start of the year there were 41 birds at Otley (1st January) and 56 at Knotford (on the 17th). These were
quite respectable figures except in the context of last year‘s totals which saw exceptionally high counts of
93 at Otley and 80 at Knotford. For the second year running there was a brief gathering in front of Denton
Hall with 36 on 12th March. By comparison numbers in the Washburn in the first part of the year were
very disappointing with a ‗few‘ at Farnley Lake, 2 on Lindley Wood, 4 on Swinsty and 2 on Fewston.
Numbers at Grimwith were even more hard-hit by the weather than last year with a peak count of only 33
(7th March) c.f. a more usual figure of 70-80. A very welcome sighting at one site in the area was a record
of breeding with 2 females seen with 7 juveniles on 12th June. The autumn return spluttered into life
slowly and early with an eclipse male on Knotford on 27th July, the same at Otley on 23rd August and a
female at Scargill on 12th September – but after that we had to wait until November before numbers
reached double figures with peak counts of 58 at Otley and 23 at Knotford. The highest November count
was 65+ at Grimwith on 26th November. Apart from the Scargill sighting the only other end-of-year
Washburn sighting was 2 on Fewston in late October. Variability in numbers was a feature of the very
cold and frozen last month of the year: Knotford could manage only a peak of 3 whilst numbers at Otley
dropped from 44 at the start of the month to 0 on the 25th but then shot up to 70+ on the 30th, many on the
bank.
GADWALL (Anas strepera)
011 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor.
There has been a slow deterioration in the position of this species in our area over the past 5 years. Up
until 2008 it was recorded at three sites (and 4 in 2004). These always included Otley and Knotford – plus
one other. There were single sightings at Farnley (2007) and Grimwith (2008). Last year there was only
one sighting at Knotford and with the rest from Otley. This year followed a near-similar pattern with most
sightings from Otley, with none from Knotford, and the only other record being of a male at John o‘Gaunts
at the end of August. There was a pair at Otley on 1st January and then a succession of sightings between
14th March and 19th April, often of 1 bird but with 2 males and 1 female on the Sailing Lake on 2 nd April
(PP). The only sighting at the end of the year was of a pair at Otley on 4th December (E&PS).
TEAL (Anas crecca)
057 Sightings/18 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: probably in shallow decline.
The species usual strongholds are in the Washburn; it also occurs in mid Wharfedale and, in the north, in
the Grimwith area. It was recorded at a record 18 sites following a steady increase from 10 to 11 between
2005 and 2007: the reasons for this are not clear since there has been no commensurate increase in the
number of sightings, neither does it appear to be associated with the cold winter. Counts in the first half of
the year could not match last year‘s numbers; there were 12 at Menston in January, 12 at Farnley, Fewston
and John o‘Gaunts in February and 8 at Askwith in early March c.f. 24 in the Swinsty overflow and 25 at
Farnley last year. In the north sightings in the first half of the year were 1 at Blea Beck Tarn on 30th May
and an extremely high count of 8 pairs on Mossy Moor on 25th June. Breeding certainly occurs in the area
but the species is very secretive and evidence is always limited so there was a very welcome record from
the Washburn of a female with 4 young on 9th June (J&FTo), although one or two other sightings in late
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May and June in mid Wharfedale suggested breeding may have occurred. The peak counts were in the
autumn, possibly associated with some migratory movements. There were 24 at Fewston on 20th October
with 15 at John o‘Gaunts on 28th September and 20 on 17th October. Many sightings of this species are of
small numbers in tucked-away places so that the standard sites – Otley, Knotford and Grimwith – do not
figure very large. In the first half of the year there were only single sightings of 1 and 2 birds respectively
at Knotford and Otley during January. Otley managed rather more sightings in the autumn with several
from late August and with a peak of 10 in late November. At Grimwith there were 2 sightings in the
second half of the year with a peak count of 8 in early September, whilst the only sightings at Knotford
were of a pair at the end of November. Perhaps the most unexpected sighting of the year was of a bird
flushed from the beck at Cosh in upper Littondale along with 10 mallards on 6th November.
MALLARD (Anas platyrhynchos)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable.
Tens of birds can often be counted by anyone who walks a mile or so along the Wharfe or around many of
the stretches of water in the region, although counts tend to dwindle along the upper reaches of the Wharfe
(above Starbotton) and on the Skirfare. Counting mallards is not to everyone‘s taste but there is always the
odd record. In the south there were nearly 300 between the Ilkley suspension bridge and Low Mill
(December), with most (80%) along the river in Ilkley. In the north there were a similar number between
Lower Grass Wood and Hebden suspension bridge (February). By comparison counts along stretches of
the Skirfare and in Langstrothdale struggled to get into double figures. Grimwith once again recorded the
highest count, just, with 310 in August. Indications from my BTO survey between Barden Bridge and
Water‘s Laithe were that the breeding season was slow getting under way. This year, at the end of April, I
only counted 2 broods compared with 8 last year, although numbers had caught up by early June. The first
record of breeding was from Otley on 3rd April.
NORTHERN PINTAIL (Anas acuta)
005 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor.
This is one of the more unusual wildfowl species which appears to have had the best year since 2004
(when there were 7 sightings from 5 sites); all the sightings were at the end of the year. There was a male
in eclipse at John o‘Gaunts Reservoir on 11th September: it was present the next morning. There was then
a succession of sightings of a male from Otley and Knotford Nook – from Otley on 20th October and from
19th December and into the New Year, and on 30th November at Knotford.
SHOVELER (Anas clypeata)
004 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
Once again there were records from 2 sites of which one is usually Otley; this year the second site was
Farnley Lake with all the sightings over a 4 week period in the spring. There were three sightings from
Otley between 19th March and 19th April with a peak count of 1 pair and 1 male on 3rd April (JF). The
Farnley sighting was on 24th March.
POCHARD (Aythya ferina)
030 Sightings/04 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
Those birds of this species which breed in central Europe move westwards in the winter and, after a
succession of milder winters have tended to stay on the continent rather than moving to the UK, so
numbers wintering here have dropped. This is clearly shown in the local statistics with records from only 4
sites this year c.f. 7 as recently as 2007. Even this statistic rather overstates their presence in the area since
24/28 of the sightings were from Otley. The only other sightings were of single males – an immature bird
at Grimwith on 18th September, at Knotford between 28th and 30th November and an extremely unusual
river sighting of a bird by the bridge at Otley on the last day of the year, driven off the reserve by the
frozen lakes. After a poor year for sightings on the Washburn reservoirs in 2009 there were none this year.
The good numbers at Otley at the end of 2009 continued into the New Year with a very respectable peak
count of 32 on 1st February. This is a species which leaves the area rather earlier than other wintering
species and the last record was on 26th March. As has often happened in recent years there were a couple
of records of a single male there in July and September leading one to speculate whether it might not stay
in the area throughout the summer. Returning birds did not appear until 9th October and the counts
remained very low throughout the rest of the year with a peak of only 5 on 14 th November: the birds did
not stay long when the cold weather appeared and the last record (apart from the one on the river) was on
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11th December. This was quite contrary to last year when the cold weather at the end of the year brought a
high count of 28.
TUFTED DUCK (Aythya fuligula)
108 Sightings/16 Sites
Common passage/winter visitor/local breeder: population probably stable.
In a normal year the species is resident throughout the year and is widespread on reservoirs and open
stretches of water in mid Wharfedale and the Washburn – but not on the Wharfe; in the north it is only
regular at Kilnsey. The severe weather caused significant perturbations to this although, surprisingly, not
always during the icy conditions, with numerous records on the Wharfe – something I have not known for
this species since I became recorder in 2003. In January, up to 8 birds were seen on the river at Otley
between 8th January and the 23rd. In the north there were several records on the river, usually of a pair but
up to 3 between 26th April and 26th May from below the Grassington Bridge up to Grass Wood. As usual
more than 50% of all records were from Otley and Knotford, although this is another species where
numbers at Knotford were well down this year. The count at both sites follows a similar pattern through
the year with good numbers at the start of the year, dropping off in the summer and then building up again
in September. At Otley, numbers started at ~70 and fell to 10-20 in mid-year: the equivalent figures for
Knotford were19 and 6-8. Counts in the Washburn included Farnley (3), Lindley Wood (3), Fewston (5),
John o‘Gaunts (14), Scargill (8) and Kex Gill (3) and were mostly down on last year. In the north there was
a good count of 19 at Kilnsey at the end of January and, apart from the river sightings, birds were recorded
at Blea Beck Tarn at the end of May (a pair) and 11th June (4 males). Breeding was recorded from Kex
Gill (2 half-grown-young), John o‘Gaunts (with 15 counted on 11th July but only 7 on the 24th), and Otley
(5 on 14th June with 3 near-full-grown juveniles in August). In the autumn, peak counts were 95 at Otley
and 28 at Knotford, both in November: numbers at Otley dropped off during the freezing conditions in
December from 42 at the start to only 6 on the last day of the year. Once again conditions in December
drove birds onto the river, which itself was iced over in many places, with 3 males and 3 females at Otley
on the 30th and, unusually, a single male in Ilkley between the old and new bridges on the 26th and 28th.
GREATER SCAUP (Aythya marila)
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
Although sightings of this species are uncommon it is nevertheless recorded in most years, i.e. it has rarely
been missing from the annual list since the mid-1960s. However, the number of sites where the species is
recorded has tended to fall in the past decade from 3 in 2003 and 2004 to only 1 since 2007 and with no
sightings in 2009. A female was seen and photographed on the small lake at Knotford Nook on 11 th
February (DLR, BOG): the sighting was subsequently accepted by the BOG Rarities Committee.
GOLDENEYE (Bucephala clangula)
085 Sightings/17 Sites
Regular passage/winter visitor.
It is generally confined to a few sites in the mid Wharfedale and the Washburn with the occasional sighting
from upper Wharfedale (usually from Grimwith). This year there were sightings at a record number of
sites (21 c.f. the long-term average of only 10) primarily because of numerous sightings along the river
between 3rd January and 17th March. Now, records of this species on the river are not nearly as uncommon
as they are for the tufted duck – they are often recorded on the river at Manor Park and there was a record
from Lower Grass Wood in 2006 – but the extent of sightings and sites was unusual. These were Gallows
Hill (3 birds), Burley (1), Manor Park (2), Ben Rhydding (2), Howgill (1), Hebden (2) and Ghaistrills Gill
(4). Once again over 50% of records were from Otley and Knotford Nook: numbers peaked at 35 at Otley
on 21st March dropping to 1 bird by early May with a late, last record on the 15 th, whilst the peak count at
Knotford was 26 on 11th February. Counts at the start of the year from other sites included Farnley (6),
Lindley Wood (3), Fewston (8), John o‘Gaunts (1), Kex Gill (2), Denton (2), Ben Rhydding gravel pits (1),
Chelker (5) and Grimwith (1). As usual the species was absent for a long period through the summer with
the first autumn sighting of 2 birds on Swinsty on 22nd October. Numbers and sightings were
disappointing in the winter with peak counts at the end of November of only 12 at Otley and 7 at Knotford,
and with a minimal presence on Washburn reservoirs (2 on Swinsty between October and December and 1
on Scargill in December). Once again birds appeared on the river in the cold December conditions with 2
at Knotford on 5th, 1 at Manor Bends on the 12th and up to 2 at Otley in the last 10 days of the year.
SMEW (Mergellus albellus)
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce winter visitor.
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A red-head was discovered at Otley by Ernie Scarfe on the far side of the Sailing Lake on 29th November
and seen a little later by JF but it did not stay long; this was only the second ever sighting at Otley, the
previous one being of a female seen on 26th January 1997. The plunging temperatures in late November
had brought a number of birds into Yorkshire over the previous few days, early for current times, although
birds had arrived in Yorkshire as early as 20th October in 1968 (at Gouthwaite). This is a species whose
numbers in England are very much dependent on the severity of the winter. It is estimated that there may
have been several hundred visiting in the early 1960s but numbers have fallen steadily since then apart
from occasional influxes – the largest influx being ~400 in the bad winter of 1978/9 and good numbers in
the severe winters of 1995/6 and 1996/7. The birds arrive from the Low Countries and the main sites for
wintering birds are in the reservoirs and the gravel pits of the Lower Thames 18. In Yorkshire the majority
of sightings are inland and are usually of lone females (red-heads): the drake, which used to be called ‗The
White Nun‘ by wildfowlers, is much rarer. In our area the species was first recorded in 1954 with the
‗golden‘ period in the 1980s between 1985 and 1991, with birds almost always at Knotford Nook, and with
a peak count of 5 in 1989. A run of 6 successive winters when birds were present ended in the 1991/2
winter. Sightings were again regular between 1995 and 2002 with a peak of 3 birds in 1997 and a fine male
on Lindley Wood for a period over the 2000/1 winter between 19th December and 2nd January: this year‘s
sighting was the first since 2002. There are some interesting local statistics for the species: the proportion
of females (90%); proportion of single birds (66%); major sites include Knotford (34%), Lindley Wood
(21%) and Chelker (17%); 14% of sightings were of birds on the river, spilt equally between Knotford
Nook and Manor Park.
GOOSANDER (Mergus merganser)
154 Sightings/39 Sites
Breeding resident and common winter visitor. Population significantly increased in recent decades.
This species is widespread throughout our area as a wintering and a breeding species. It was recorded all
along the river, regularly up as far as Lower Grass Wood: the most northerly records were from Kilnsey
and nearby Hawkswick in Littondale, both of single birds in March. Counts were typically of between one
to three adult birds with larger counts of adult birds at the start and end of the year when there are
gatherings on the reservoirs and along the quieter stretches of the river; in the late summer and autumn
there were several family counts of 10-15. At the start of the year there were 10 at Ben Rhydding gravel
pits and the adjacent river on 9th February and 11 around Gallows Hill, Otley on 17th April; at the end of
the year 7 pairs were seen to fly into Swinsty on 14th November whilst 6 males and 8 females were seen in
the vicinity of Ilkley in early December. This was a fairly typical year for breeding records (8 received)
with the first chicks seen just below Hebden on 14th May – the most northerly breeding record received this
year was from below the bridge at Grassington.
RUDDY DUCK (Oxyura jamaicensis)
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/local breeder suffering from a (controversial) national culling policy.
Since the mid-1980s annual sightings of this species have been very ‗reliable‘ with records every year from
1994 until 2008, albeit with declining frequency in the last decade19 because of the culling policy and with
no sightings in 2009. This year there was a single sighting of a female at Otley on 19th August (SG, PBR).
It remains to be seen if this will be the last record of this species in our area since the culling policy is now
nearing completion. Top Hill Low, which has been a Yorkshire stronghold for this species, had 28 birds
culled there this year and the UK population is now believed to be down to around 300. Nowhere appears
to be safe for this species with Spain also about to start culling it.
OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)
019 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
It was an average year with, as usual, most sightings (70%) from the well-watched Barden View Point20.
Around 55% of sightings occur during the spring passage but this year the ratio was rather higher, although
Birdguides reported sightings from 35 sites in the week of the Otley sighting. By the end of the year this had grown to 45 with
a peak count of 23 at Rutland Water.
18
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As recently as 2005 there were 8 sightings from 3 sites.

Despite this there were rather fewer raptor records from Barden this year on the BOG web-site which may have affected the
statistics for some raptor species, especially marsh harrier and hobby.
20

77

this may be because some birds appeared to linger in the area. Apart from Barden, there were spring
sightings from Addingham Moorside, Thruscross and Grimwith (the only northern record) and from
Fewston and Stainburn in the autumn.
EUROPEAN HONEY BUZZARD (Pernis apivorus)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage visitor.
After the probable sighting of a honey buzzard passing the Stainburn Moor Visual Migration site at
11.10am on the 23rd September and heading in a SW direction, there was a definite sighting half-an-hour
later on a parallel route (BOG)21.
RED KITE (Milvus milvus)
238 Sightings/56 Sites
Re-introduced species (Harewood 1999 – 2003) now established and breeding.
In Wharfedale, the sight of this bird manoeuvring majestically in the skies above mid Wharfedale is
becoming such a common sight across our the area that, I suspect, some people no longer feel it worth
recording and there has been a slow easing in records received since the sightings peaked in 2008 (at 270).
On the other hand, the species remains quite rare in upper Wharfedale with only 7 sightings of single birds
from 6 sites – from Skyreholme in March, a bird (presumably the same one) seen in Littondale and over
Grassington Moor on 11th June, over Grimwith the next day, from Greenhow in late September and midOctober and from Hebden in late October. These records from the north again appear to suggest
significantly less activity there than in the peak year of 2007 when there were 14 sightings around
Grassington and Grimwith and extending up as far as Bastow Wood, with records in each month between
January and April and then between August and November. In the south there were good counts from
across the region with more from the east than the west: the peak count was 12 over Stainburn Moor during
a VisMig session in March, in the Washburn there were 2 pairs over Timble and 3 birds at Sword Point, 5
birds over Askwith and 3 birds over Otley: in the west good counts at the Barden View Point are regular
with a peak of 6 in September. Once again there were good numbers of garden records (1/3 of all gardens)
although, as in previous years, mainly from the east of the region including Otley (5 gardens) 22, Menston
(2), Askwith (one with the peak garden count of 5 birds circling over the house), Burley (3) and Ben
Rhydding (2): once again there were no records from Ilkley or Addingham. In fact, Ilkley appears to have
been shunned by this species with only one record all year for Ilkley – a bird over Panorama Woods in
March (D&ML)! The species continues to flourish in Yorkshire with 84 pairs found, 70 of which bred
successfully producing 147 young (the equivalent figures for last year were 77, 65 and 117). In West
Yorkshire 43 pairs were found of which 40 bred successfully and raised 85 young. The records in our own
area were perhaps more mixed. Although a good total of 10 nests were found these produced only 10
young; several of those nests which were successful produced 3 fledged young but 3 nests were found
deserted (two of which may have been intentionally disturbed). There was also one case of a nest being
found with 3 dead young which, it was subsequently found, had been poisoned with an illegal substance –
this may have been a case of secondary poisoning since it was certainly not the farmer on whose land the
nest was found. Last year I reported that there had been a number of cases of poisoning in our area: this
year an otherwise healthy bird was discovered in the Clifton area and reported in the Ilkley Gazette on 25th
March.
WHITE-TAILED EAGLE (Haliacetus albicilla)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Very rare visitor
The most dramatic sighting of the year took place on one of the remoter parts of Wharfedale, on Pock
Stones Moor at the top end of the Washburn. It was around 10.50am on 10th April when Ian Court and
Andy Jowett, who were carrying out a survey, saw a huge raptor23 come into view flying low over a ridge
before circling round to gain height before gliding off out of sight: it was identified as a immature thirdcalendar-year bird24. Thanks to the wonders of modern technology (not just a mobile phone but one that
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There had been a report of a honey buzzard from the Oxenhope view point the previous day (BOG).

There were some interesting statistics from a garden on the north slopes above Otley (M&JC) which recorded daily sightings in
November, weekly in April, June and August to October, and that birds were rare or missing in the other months.
22

23

The sea-eagle is the fourth largest eagle in the world.
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The Yorkshire Post (17th April) later identified it as having been released in August 2008.
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works in the more remote parts of the Dales) the observers were able to forewarn two BOG members at
Barden View Point, 5km to the south-east who duly reported the bird passing there in the late morning.
The Birdguides web-site recorded the triumphal, twoweek long passage of the bird around the north (see map)
from its arrival in the Newcastle area at the end of March
until a final sighting at Haweswater, interacting with a
golden eagle, on the 11th. The species last bred on the
Isle of Wight in the late 18th Century and the last Scottish
pair was on Skye in 1916 with the last bird shot in 1918.
A successful re-introduction programme started on Rum
in 1975 with 2010 recording record numbers of 52
territorial pairs in Scotland, an increase of 6 over last year
and with 46 young fledged in the last 12 months, an
increase of 10. The species attracts mixed emotions
which has affected its re-introduction. On the one hand it
is seen as a big tourist attraction and the Scottish
Environmental Minister commenting on plans to reintroduce them on the East coast of Scotland said ‗The white-tailed eagle was lost to Scotland in the past
and we have a duty to re-establish its presence here. The East of Scotland project will build on what has
been achieved in the west where it has become a huge tourist attraction25.‘ In England, reactions have been
decidedly more mixed. The sighting in the Lakes was the second they had had and led to the former
warden at Geltsdale calling for their release in Cumbria to aid tourism. However, plans to release 20 young
birds a year over 6 years in East Anglia between 2011 and 2016 have proved enormously controversial and
aroused a vigorous debate: the programme was supported by the RSPB and tourist chiefs but strongly
opposed by local conservationists and farmers. In Scotland the farming community have been worried
about eagles taking young lambs, although research has highlighted they are not the major source of
predation, taking only lambs born dead or with no hope of survival. In Suffolk the farmers‘ concerns were
over the loss of piglets from the extensive pig ‗cities‘ in the area and this appears to have been a major
factor in the program being terminated. The invasion of England from the north was not quite over! One
of the birds released on the east coast of Scotland, at a secret site in Fife, was soon heading south and
turned up on the Farne Isles on the 28th August: it appears to have eaten several seabirds including a shag
and some fulmars and gulls before it departed on 5th September. Details of the records have been
submitted to the YNU and the BOG Rarities Committee but not yet ratified: results of its review will be
reported next year.
MARSH HARRIER (Circus aeruginosus)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
It was an exceedingly poor year for this species, even accepting that records on the BOG web-site from
Barden View Point were limited this year and that there were none of this species (when 40% of all records
came from there last year). There were only two sightings reported – a female was seen hunting over
Grassington Moor around mid-day on 3rd May eventually disappearing off to the south pursued by
lapwings and a curlew (BT). The other was of a second-summer male on Draughton Heights which was
seen to drop into long sedges around 9am on 13th August (GLe).
HEN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus)
019 Sightings/12 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
There was a very interesting talk on this species at the 2010 North of England Raptor Conference. Its
situation in the UK continues to be dire with a minimal improvement on last year‘s breeding season. This
year 7 of the 12 nesting attempts were successful and produced 23 young: this compares with 2009‘s
abominable record when 15 young were produced from only 6 nests. An unexpected problem, which
resulted in nest failure this year, was the attack on a nesting female harrier by an eagle owl in Bowland
which caused the female to abandon the nest: young harrier remains have apparently been found in eagle
Mull is a favoured spot for seeing this species and it has been estimated that 6,000 visit each year for this reason bringing in
£2M to the local economy.
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owl nests! Apart from severe persecution one of the problems remains the high mortality of first year birds
and Natural England have been running a programme initially of radio tracking and in the last 3 years
using satellite tracking: 118 birds have now been tracked since 2002, including 13 with satellite tracking.
Birds tend to leave their natal site in the last week in August, set up home ranges between October and
November and then return to their breeding area between February and May: the problem is that only low
numbers come back. The studies have shown that 60 to 70% of Bowland birds head ENE whilst birds
breeding further north, i.e. in Dumfries and Galloway head SE; both these groups like the Pennines and the
outlying hills so that Yorkshire and the Dales were described as being ‗full of harriers‘. This may explain
why we continue to get good numbers of sightings in our area despite the state of harriers nationally,
although the number of sightings varies quite considerably from year to year. This was an excellent year
with 16 of the records from mid Wharfedale and the other three from upper Wharfedale. Sightings were
recorded between January and early June and then from late September to the end of the year. The
southern records included one of a bird sky-diving on 18th May (SG).
BUZZARD (Buteo buteo)
243 Sightings/71 Sites
Scarce breeder/passage migrant/visitor: population has increased recently.
This species was well reported in all parts of the region, usually in ones and twos. It is becoming
increasingly likely that at least one bird will be seen on a walk and, not infrequently, several – especially in
the Washburn. As usual there were good counts from Barden View Point with a peak of 12 in March (TG).
Good numbers were also recorded from the Stainburn Moor visual migration site where the observers,
watching birds soaring and drifting over the moor, sometimes had difficulty determining if birds were
‗passing‘ or just ‗around‘. Two groups of 10 and 12 were recorded on 21 st September and were probably
passing through, but there were frequent counts of 8-10 over the moor during the year (BOG). In the north
there were several counts of 3 but the peak count was 9 over Greenfield in March (IC). It was a strange
breeding season for buzzards ringed by Pete Roe in mid Wharfedale, as it was for the tawny owls and
kestrels. It was a very good year for finding nests with 15 buzzard nests located – equal to the previous
highest in 2008. However, these nests produced ‗only‘ 23 young with 3 nests abandoned (2 with eggs in),
and 1 nest of 3 young predated. The overall result was a very low productivity of only 1.5 fledged
young/nest (compared with a good year when the productivity would be 2.0 or above). This might suggest
that there was a shortage of food, although that often results in birds being in poor condition at the start of
the breeding season, which tends to discourage them from breeding!
ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD (Buteo lagopus)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Rare passage visitor.
A bird was reported from the Barden View Point in the early afternoon of 1st November (BOG)26: later, on
the 10th, Ian Court was lucky enough to glance out of his office window in the Yorkshire Dales NPA as a
bird flew past! Sightings of the species have been few and far between in the region for several winters but
falling temperatures and strong northerly winds in mid-month brought an influx of them after a successful
breeding season in Scandinavia27. Exceptional numbers were reported at the Falsterbro migration watch
point in southern Sweden with 1,202 on one day, October 13th, compared with just 185 for the whole of the
2009 autumn. The Yorkshire Post reported birds at Flamborough Head and Spurn on 17th October, the first
at Spurn for 5 years. Later, on 4th November, Birdguides reported that there had been 25 of these buzzards
in Britain over the previous week with at least 4 in East Yorkshire and 3 in South Yorkshire (the Barden
sighting wasn‘t mentioned). Details of the records have been submitted to the YNU and the BOG Rarities
Committee but not yet ratified: results of its review will be reported next year.
SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter nisus)
119 Sightings/41 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population stable.
The number and range of sightings reflect the widespread distribution of this species; reports were received
from a good selection of sites in mid Wharfedale and the Washburn; only about 10% of sightings were
from the north where the species is less common. In the north there were occasional sightings along the
26

A bird was also reported a few days later over Silsden on 7th November (J&FTo), a couple of miles outside our reporting area.

When there is a good supply of voles, the species principle food, females will lay more eggs, typically 5 – 7 c.f. the more usual 2
or 3. The last big influx into the UK was in 1964-5 when more than 250 birds reported in autumn with about half birds wintering here.
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valley from Hebden up to Kilnsey and Conistone and from Langstrothdale – both at Buckden, and in both
the valleys to the west of Beckermonds. There were no sightings from Littondale for the third year running
and none from Grimwith this year. In the south there were no obvious centres of population, although
there were a good number of reports from the Washburn. However, the species is particularly common in
gardens with 40% of all sightings from them, and with over 50 % of gardens reporting visits. The usual
reporting rate in gardens was quite low – usually one or two visits/month, but it was recorded in every
month. These visits caused much turmoil: it has been estimated that only 1 in 10 of their garden attacks are
successful but reported victims in our gardens included 5 blackbirds, 2 pigeons and 2 greenfinches.
Juveniles were ringed at Weston (5 young) and Denton (3 young): there was a female in Middleton Woods
again after being absent last year but the nest was subsequently abandoned. Several people reported a
young being fed at Otley in late July/early August.
GOSHAWK (Accipiter gentilis)
009 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce passage migrant: may breed in the area.
The species became extinct in Britain 100 years ago because of persecution but, as a result of birds
escaping from captivity or possibly coming over from Europe, there are now estimated to be 400 – 450
pairs with their strongholds in Wales and neighbouring English counties. They began breeding in
Yorkshire in the early 1960s with their main Yorkshire site now at Wykeham Forest in North Yorkshire
where up to 5 were seen this spring. Studies in that area have shown that their diet in the forest comprises
38% birds and 62% mammals. The studies also showed that the male may stay at the nest site throughout
the winter; whilst the female disappears to unknown destinations. In our area the species struggles to
maintain a foothold and is probably under-reported for security reasons. The majority of records came
from two areas between late March and mid-April (BOG, TG, AJ and PRo). There were two records of 2
birds from one of the sites.
KESTREL (Falco tinnunculus)
145 Sightings/60 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: national population decline not apparent locally.
The latest BTO Breeding Bird Survey reveals a significant decline of 20% in the Kestrel population
between 1995 and 2008, and a further fall of 36% between 2008 and 2009. Kestrel declines between the
1970s and the 1990s were linked to agricultural intensification and the adverse effects this had on small
mammal populations, but the reasons for the more recent declines are not clear. In our region, the species
is common and well recorded, although there were rather fewer records from the north compared with
previous years28. Sightings are usually of individuals or pairs: winter sightings may include birds from the
Continent. The feeding habits of the kestrel are quite different from the sparrowhawk and most of the far
fewer garden sightings (6 gardens c.f. 22) were of overflights. Although there were reasonable numbers of
birds around it was to prove a disappointing year for nesting pairs. Those that did nest managed a slightly
above average productivity. The following table shows the combined records of the three local ringers,
Colin Harrison, Andy Jowett (some of whose records are from an area immediately to the east of our area)
and Pete Roe:
Young
Nests
Productivity

2005
74
20
3.7

2006
52
16
3.3

2007
73
24
3.0

2008
59
19
3.1

2009
67
20
3.4

2010
35
10
3.5

MERLIN (Falco columbarius)
025 Sightings/15 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population probably stable.
There was an interesting talk on the merlin on the North Yorkshire Moors at a BTO Conference in April.
In the 1980s and 1990s the 40 pairs on the moors represented 3% of the UK population. However, by
2008 numbers had reduced by 47% with similar reductions being measured in other parts of Northern
England. In Scotland over the same period the reduction had been 25%, whilst in northern Scotland there
had been a small increase. It was suggested that this was indicative that the species was responding to
global warming. The North Yorkshire Study Group also showed that meadow pipits make up 50 – 70% of
28

In 2009 there were 43 sightings from 24 sites: this year there were only 23 sightings from 16 sites.
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the merlin‘s diet. In our area the sightings were typical of levels over the past three years. As usual there
were more sightings from the moors around mid Wharfedale than those in the north, i.e. typically records
from 12 locations in the south and up to 3 in the north. In the north there were several sightings on
Grassington Moor between May and October; there were suggestions of breeding behaviour on the late
June sighting whilst two birds were seen on 13th October. There were also records from Yockenthwaite
on 14th May and Dowber Gill on the 24th May. In the south there were sightings between late-January and
mid-October from the moors to the north and south of the Wharfe in mid Wharfedale and above the
Washburn. This year Pete Roe found 3 nests, always a very challenging task. The one on the southern
moors, which was just outside the WNS area, was the most successful with the 5 eggs producing 4 females
and 1 male. The two on the northern moors were less successful with 3 young ringed at one but the 4 eggs
at the other site being predated. Thus 8 young were produced from 3 nests, i.e. an average of 2 7
young/nest. The reduction in young produced is quite marked over recent years: in 2005 14 young were
raised from 5 nests (2.8 young/nest) whilst in 2003, the first year when records were received, no fewer
than 26 were raised from 6 nests (4.3/nest). The most unusual record of the year was a low flight over a
Burley garden on 3rd April (PBR).
HOBBY (Falco subbuteo)
018 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce summer visitor/probable breeder: population increasing.
It is frustrating that just outside the area to the east, the species is very much in evidence and clearly
breeding, although as is often the case with this species, the location of its nest has so far defeated its
searchers. Meanwhile, in our area, we continue to have good and bad years in an unpredictable sequence.
After the very successful season last year with sightings from three general areas, this year seemed to be
one of the worst. There were occasional sightings from Barden between June and September but only 3
sightings from the Washburn, one of a passage bird.
PEREGRINE (Falco peregrinus)
039 Sightings/16 Sites
Scarce resident/passage/probable breeder: local population possibly increasing.
The species has prospered in the last 40 years – nationally, there were only 360 pairs in 1963 and this had
grown to 1,500 pairs by 2002. Unfortunately, this is not the whole story and there have been local declines
and poor population growth in some areas. In particular, the species continues to be heavily persecuted on
grouse moors and by pigeon fanciers. A detailed survey by the RSPB of peregrines breeding in the north
of England concluded that breeding success was limited for any pairs within 2 km of grouse moors and
they were only half as likely to produce young as birds breeding away from grouse moors. Further,
modelling based on this data suggests population on grouse moors is not self sustaining and is dependent
on birds from non-grouse moors moving onto grouse moors. In our region records are thinly spread across
the whole area with those in the north mainly clustered around the Grassington area and in Littondale and
with a single sighting from Greenhow. In the south the only regular records were from the Washburn and
Barden areas with single sightings from Denton Moor, Rombalds Moor and Addingham Moorside. There
were records of breeding from 3 sites with 6 young produced.
RED GROUSE (Lagopus lagopus) (C)
Common breeding resident: population generally stable but subject to setbacks.
This species is locally common on the moors around mid and upper Wharfedale, being seen right up to the
top of the region at Fleet Moss above Oughtershaw. The red grouse is an arctic bird and it was reported
that the very cold winter followed by a dry spring had been ideal for it. It was further reported that the
situation for the season was looking good on the high moors and even better on the lower moors.
Certainly, locally, there were a lot of day closures on the Bolton Abbey Estate suggesting a good season.
Good counts during the year included 102 on Barden Moor and 21 on Penyghent Fell and Plover Hill
(February), 45 on Barden Fell (March), 40 in the NE of Grassington Moor (August). Later in the year there
were 82 and 78 (Barden Fell and Moor respectively) and 50 at Hoodstorth (November). There were a
number of breeding records from Rombalds Moor, Yarnbury, Grassington and Threshfield Moors and
Kettlewell
BLACK GROUSE (Tetrao tetrix)
007 Sightings/02 Sites
Rare breeding resident: Northern Pennine Black Grouse Recovery Group seeking to increase population.
Enthusiastic whisky drinkers might like to think of buying the odd bottle of the new Black Grouse whisky
produced by Famous Grouse, which is donating 50p of every bottle sold to preserving the species in four
priority areas in the UK (one of which is Geltsdale): the fund passed £100k in the spring. The species in
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northern England needs all the help it can get. The re-introduction programme which had started off so
well with the numbers of males rising from 773 in 1998 to 1,200 in 2007 has been massively set back by
two wet breeding seasons in 2007 and 2008, and now the worst winter for 30 years. The poor breeding
seasons, which meant females only raised an average of 1.2 chicks compared with the usual 3.0, saw the
number of males plummet to only 730 in the spring of 2009. Although there was a much better breeding
season in 2009, the severe winter in 2009/10 almost halved the 2009 figure to the lowest ever recorded
number of males. In these circumstances we should feel very relieved that their presence in upper
Wharfedale has been recorded for the second year running with records of 3 and 4 (2 males, 2 females)
birds during February (GL *) and 2 males in early March (record via IC). These sightings were capped on
15th April when a single male was seen lekking (IC): the last record of the spring was of a male calling in
the early morning on the 23rd (PD&JBP). In December the Society even managed its first garden record
when dogs put up a female black grouse in the drive alongside the house (C&FC), presumably when it was
planning to visit the grain outside the kitchen window.
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE (Alectoris rufa) (C)
Uncommon breeding resident, all from released birds: population stable except where releases occur.
There were even fewer records than usual this year spread very thinly across the region, but especially in
the south. With few people bothering to put in sightings of this species it is difficult to draw any
conclusions from the records. Once again the situation at Grimwith was illuminating with records of only
4, 2 and 1 on circuits in February, April and June respectively. Subsequently, there was a conservative
count of 240 in late August after the annual release, leading one to speculate about whether the species
might have suffered during the harsh winter?
GREY PARTRIDGE (Perdix perdix)
015 Sightings/07 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident: population thought to be declining.
The national statistics for this species are dire as is the situation in our area. Nationally there has been an
86% decline over the past 40 years because of intensive farming techniques: the population in now around
70,000 pairs. The BTO recorded another 23% fall between 2008 and 2009. The Game and Wildlife
Conservation Trust and Country Land & Business Association have organised days to show farmers how to
boost grey partridge numbers. Farmers who have already improved numbers will have the opportunity to
pass on tips – with basic requirements covering breeding and winter feed. In our area there has been an
inexorable decline in recent years with the two wet breeding seasons in 2007 and 2008 followed by two
colder-than-average winters. It was suggested that the species suffered at the start of the year, not just from
the snow but also subsequently from it having flattened the vegetation so much that there was no cover for
them until well into the spring. The recent decline is clearly demonstrated in the following table which
shows the number of sites where the species was recorded in the south and north of our region:
North
South
Total

2005
9
9
18

2006
10
12
22

2007
10
9
19

2008
5
6
11

2009
3
7
10

2010
2
5
7

In the north there was only one sighting from Conistone on 6th January (of 6 birds) followed by a record
from Skyreholme of 2 on 9th March. In the south there several records between March and September from
the Hawksworth Moor and Reva Hill area on the southern edge of our region with excellent counts of 10 in
August and September (and with an impressive count of 30 from Hope Hill, Baildon, 2 km to the south of
our region, on 24th December). There was also a welcome return of the species to Otley (with 4 sightings
during the year after no sightings last year), including confirmation of breeding in the summer (PBR).
Elsewhere there were records of 1 or 2 birds from the Fewston area, Dob Park Wood and Clifton, all in
March.
COMMON PHEASANT (Phasianus colchicus) (C)
Common breeding resident subject to extensive rearing/releases: population stable overall.
This is a common bird which many people don‘t bother to record. It is subject to significant releases
throughout the area ensuring they are numerous in most areas, especially on the valley sides and moorland
fringes. The species was a not entirely welcome visitor to member‘s gardens being recorded in a surprising
14 reporting gardens (over 35%) in Otley (2), Burley (4), Ben Rhydding, Ilkley (3), Addingham,
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Threshfield, Grassington and Kilnsey. The highest count was of 4 pairs in Addingham, who insisted on
trying to fly up onto the bird table, much to the owner‘s annoyance. In Kilnsey a female raised 9 young.
Whilst on the subject of garden-visiting pheasants it is worth recording that Birdguides reported a Reeve‘s
pheasant visited 2 Ilkley gardens on 19th April and the bird was recorded by a member in their garden on
23rd April. The garden backs onto the moor and the bird wandered in, took food from under the feeder
before wandering off. The species is endemic to China but is still released on a small scale for shooting,
often alongside Common Pheasants, and has built up a small breeding population.
WATER RAIL (Rallus aquaticus)
037 Sightings/02( + 1?) Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
It may only have been a supporting act as onlookers waited around the Otley Wetland moat for the star of
the show, the bittern, but the iced-up conditions ensured that sightings of rails, mainly between 8th January
and 20th February, were probably the most spectacular display ever of this species at Otley with several
records of more than one bird and one suggestion that ‗there were at least four and possibly more‘ (AJ) on
23rd January. Much later, there was a final sighting from the moat near the car park on 6 th April. Sun Lane
was not to be left out with several sightings there including a good count of 3 on the 7th February
(PD&JBP) and a last record from there on 3rd April. This was not the end of a bountiful year! Good
numbers returned in the cold autumn with the first Otley record on 24 th October. Subsequently there were
sightings not only in the reedbeds, but from the small pond near the Sailing Lake, the stream by the access
track and moat near the car park, and on the largest island in the Fishing Lake, with three records of at least
3 birds on the site (AJ, E&PS). There were also records from two locations at Sun Lane. Finally, there
was a report of a bird whose description sounded like this species from an Addingham garden on 22 nd
January (AGi).
MOORHEN (Gallinula chloropus)
105 Sightings/033 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable.
There appears to be a healthy and stable population of this species across the entire region although they
appear less common above Barden Bridge. The most upstream record, as in recent years, was from
Conistone. However, there were also northerly records from the river stretch above Barden Bridge, from
Grassington, Kilnsey and Conistone, and from Arncliffe Cote and Halton Gill in Littondale. The species
generally appears to be restricted to the lowland reservoirs and watercourses and was widely reported from
such sites across mid Wharfedale and the Washburn. The highest count is usually from the Old Rectory at
Addingham but this year it was beaten into second place by Otley. The former had only 11 there at the end
of January, c.f. 19 the year before, whilst Otley managed 14 at the start of the cold spell at the end of
November; the highest count elsewhere was 6 at the top end of Fewston in mid-March. There were several
records of breeding from as far up as Arncliffe, and over quite an extended period with juveniles seen
between 24th May and 7th August.
COOT (Fulica atra)
105 Sightings/17 Sites
Locally common breeding migrant: population stable.
This species undertakes local migration to the most southerly reaches of our area in winter. It is not widely
seen within the region, particularly in upper Wharfedale, but seems to be doing well with records from a
record number of 17 sites this year (compared with the previous highest of 15 in 2006 and an average of 13
over the past 5 years). It is regular recorded at Otley, Knotford, Chelker and the Washburn Reservoirs
(including John o‘Gaunts) and at a number of smaller sites in mid Wharfedale and the Washburn: in the
north 8 were seen at the Kilnsey trout farm in February and there were 2 at the Greenfield reservoir. The
largest counts were from the first two sites with numbers much enhanced in the winter months: the peak
counts were 204 at Knotford (17th January) and 178 at Otley (1st January). On the other hand the summer
counts were very different with a peak at Otley of 74 (July) but only 6 at Knotford (June). Peak counts at
other sites were Chelker (50-60 in August), Fewston (16) John o‘Gaunts and Beaverdyke (8) and Pond
House, Askwith (6): Farnley could only manage a peak of 4 (c.f. 20 in March last year, although 8 would
be a more typical figure from there). Breeding was recorded from several sites including both northern
sites. The first record of juveniles was at Otley on 27 th April and the last from Ben Rhydding gravel pits
on 14th September. At the end of the year whilst numbers held up at Knotford (a peak of 200 in December)
the peak at Otley was much lower than the start of the year with only 116, also in December.
COMMON CRANE
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
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Garry Leeming was just outside our area, at Cringles on the road between Addingham and Silsden, on 7 th
April when he saw 2 birds approaching from the Addingham direction, circling over Silsden Reservoir
before moving off towards Keighley29. This was only the second sighting in our area, the previous one
being of a bird passing the Barden View Point on 18th April, 2001. The birds probably came from Europe
where the population migrates in spring and autumn with a few passing through Britain at these times. It
was a good season in the north for passage birds with the first reported on Birdguides at the end of
February with the season virtually petering out by the end of May. After our sighting on the 7th pairs of
birds were widely recorded over Yorkshire between the 9th and the 11th April including Swillington,
Nosterfield, Skipwith, Tophill Low, Wintersett and Old Moor. The sighting has been approved by the
BOG Rarities Committee.
OYSTERCATCHER (Haematopus ostralegus)
183 Sightings/51 Sites
Locally common breeding migrant: population probably increasing.
This is a bird that has widely established itself as a breeder throughout the whole area in recent decades
(being typically recorded at around 50+ sites, roughly equally split between north and south). Once again
there were no records at the end of 2009 of early returning birds. Quite the reverse, since birds returned
late at the start of the year, in both the south and north. The first record was of a bird at Otley on 5th
February compared with a more normal year when birds quite often return by start of year or during first
couple of weeks. In the north the first sightings were delayed from late January until 14th February.
Grimwith and Otley are usually considered two of the major sites in the area with the highest counts, but
peak counts were down at both sites in March before birds dispersed to breed. At Grimwith there were 55
c.f. 75 last year (but only 47 the year before): at Otley there were only 22 c.f. 40+ last year. There were
good counts in the north in the second half of February with ~30 at Kilnsey on the 25 th and at Arncliffe
Cote two days later. The highest count of the year was at Thruscross in the south with counts building up
to 70 on 13th March. During that month birds are clearly pairing up and there were 10 pairs at Otley on the
19th. After dispersal to breed birds can crop up anywhere and are widely distributed around the
countryside: for example, I counted 17 between Barden and Burnsall on 26th April. There are always good
numbers of breeding records for this species. There were reports of birds on nests in late April and
throughout May with the first young at Kex Gill on the 29th and the last seen on 15th July. Just as there are
pre-breeding flocks, so birds start congregating in the summer before they depart, with the first flock of 16
at Grassington on 30th June, 24 at Stainburn and 21 at Otley, both on the 17th, with the last flock record of
the summer another good count from Thruscross when there were 67, mostly asleep, on the 25 th. The last
record of the year was a lone bird flying past Barden on 19th August.
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius dubius)
016 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: stable population.
After last year‘s very successful year with records from 7 sites and breeding seen at 4 of them (including a
rare record from the north), this year reverted to the more usual situation of records from 4 sites with
breeding at 2 of them. A pair at a building site in Guiseley laid 2 clutches: 3 chicks were ringed from 4
eggs on 21st May but on 1st July the second batch was found to be predated. At the usual site in the
Washburn, one chick was produced from 3 eggs and ringed on 29th May. Although there were several
sightings of a pair at Swinsty and a single bird at Lindley Wood searches produced no evidence of
breeding. Sadly, the building work, which resulted in pairs breeding at two sites in Menston and Guiseley
from 2007, is nearing completion. There was no breeding at Menston this year because of habitat loss and
the second site will suffer the same fate next year.
COMMON RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula)
015 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population stable.
The situation for this species is almost the reverse of the previous one with the single, major breeding site
in upper Wharfedale and no breeding recorded from mid Wharfedale. The main centre is at Grimwith with
occasional records from nearby Mossy Moor, some probably of passage birds, e.g. 6 on 1st June. Records
were received from Grimwith between 5th March and 12th June: the peak count of 7 at Grimwith (WNSBG)
on 12th June was fairly typical of recent years where either 3 or 4 pairs have been recorded, although noone succeeded in the difficult task of the long-range identification of juveniles this year. As usual records
29

There was to be a second sighting in the Silsden area on 2nd October.
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from mid Wharfedale were sparse and probably of passage birds – from Kex Gill and Lindley Wood on
successive days at the end of April with pairs seen below Swinsty on 7th July and, briefly, at John o‘Gaunts
on the 24th.
DOTTEREL (Charadrius morinellus)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
The only report this year was on Birdguides where 4 birds were reported on Great Whernside on 22nd May
in mid - afternoon. This is a traditional spot for this species on passage but it is not well watched with the
last record from there in May 2000.
GOLDEN PLOVER (Pluvialis apricaria)
066 Sightings/21 Sites
Uncommon moorland breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably in decline.
The species is typically recorded at around 20 sites, equally divided between the north and south, although
the large counts are in the south. Most of the northern records were from the Grassington area with the
occasional sighting from Littondale and single sightings from Grimwith and the top end of the Dale.
Northern counts were generally low with the only counts in double figures 25 at Yarnbury and 18 at
Penyghent in April, and 16 over Appletreewick Pasture on 15th July. The key site in the south was the
VisMig site at Stainburn with good numbers of passage birds (with peak counts in September and October)
as well as large flocks on the ground (with peaks of 1200 in April and 2000 in November). Other high
counts in the first 4 months included 150 at Denton (February), and 300 at Scargill and 140 at Reva Hill
(April). Breeding records are always limited but the first record of young was on Hawksworth Moor on
17th May, and with records from Rombalds Moor, Grassington Moor and Kex Gill in June: the last record
on the 26th involved 6 very tame young. In the autumn, Stainburn again dominated the scene; there were
also 64 at Scargill, 60 at Draughton Heights and 25 at Addingham Moorside, all at the end of August.
GREY PLOVER (Pluvialis squatarola)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant.
This year was a re-run of 2008 with a single sighting from Kex Gill: in 2008 the sighting was of 1 or 2
birds on 8th September by Andy Jowett; this year the same person recorded a single bird on 12th September!
This should perhaps not be totally unexpected since ~40% of records occur in September.
NORTHERN LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus)
245 Sightings/74 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population may be declining.
This is a breeding bird that usually migrates west and/or south out of the recording area in winter: the large
winter sightings of large flocks are thought likely to be of birds from the continent. The species is
recorded throughout our area although with a minimal presence at the top of the Dale: there are fewer
records of large flock sizes in the north. The pattern of sightings of this species is significantly different
from the oystercatcher with large flock sizes being recorded in the south right through the winter months
(and records from every month of the year), particularly noticeable this year. In the south, there were good
counts right from the start of the year with birds appearing to be untroubled by the cold weather: in the first
week there were counts of 400 at Weston, 300 at Otley and 140 at Denton. However, in the north, birds
were few and far between. Records in January always tend to be quite rare; this year there were two
records of a bird at Kilnsey and 2 flying over Grassington both on the 9th. What didn‘t happen in the north
this year was the widespread appearance of birds during February which might have been expected in a
more normal ‗modern‘ winter, e.g. 2008. This build-up was delayed, as it was last year, until the second
half of the month with the first February sighting from Grimwith of 16 there on the 20th. Subsequently
there were high counts in March – 150 at Lea Green on the 2nd, 148 at Grimwith on the 7th and 70 in Linton
Bottoms on the 9th. Peak counts at Grimwith were 148 in early March which was down on the 200 in 2008
but a lot better than last year‘s peak of only 11. The species nests in good numbers and records of
breeding are too numerous to note; birds were first recorded on territory at Otley on 14th March.
Subsequently, the most northerly record was from Kilnsey; juveniles were recorded from 1 st May (when
there were 3 pairs each with 3 young at Grimwith) to 24th July. Post-breeding flocks started to appear
during July with the Stainburn figures showing a peak autumn movement in September with numbers on
the moor peaking at 650 the month before. Elsewhere the peak count in the north was 100 – 150 at
Appletreewick Pasture on the 15th July with, in the south, 300 at Chelker on the 22nd. Except for the
Stainburn figures, there is a bit of a lull during August and September across much of the area with birds
reported as ‗re-appearing‘ at Otley on 2nd October. There were good autumn counts across the river from
the Ben Rhydding gravel pits with numbers building up from 150 in mid-September to ~850 on 13th
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November, although the only high counts during the very cold December were from Otley with several
records of between 200 and 300. In the north there were no records between 30 th August and 1st December
and then 3 sightings in that month with a peak of only 3 on Threshfield Moor.
SANDERLING (Calidris minuta)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce migrant.
A single bird was seen at Mossy Moor Reservoir on 30th May by Brendan Threlfall on a fascinating
birdwatching marathon around Grassington which turned up some remarkable birds and which is described
elsewhere in this Review. The bird was in near-breeding plumage and was one of a number that passed
through Yorkshire around this time30. This species was recorded almost annually in the late 60s and early
70s but has since become a distinctly rare visitor to our area with this only the third record since 1990 (the
others being in 1996 and 2008 with the 2008 sighting being from the nearby Grimwith).
DUNLIN (Calidris alpina)
011 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce passage visitor: probably still breeds in the area but numbers much reduced.
It was a good year for this species with records from 3 sites each in the north and south (compared with the
long-term average of 4 sites), but the situation in each area is quite different. In the south it is a passage
bird. There were several records from Stainburn with 4 on the ground in February and sightings of 3 and 2
in April and October. There was a juvenile at Scargill in late July but perhaps the most unusual record was
a bird at Otley on 22nd January (PRo). In the north there is still the hope that it remains a breeding bird
although evidence of this is usually missing (and breeding-time sightings and reports on behaviour from
the moors from any readers would be most welcome) – this year we had evidence of probable breeding.
There were sightings, as there often are, from Grimwith and Mossy Moor between May and June. The
most exciting of these was of record numbers at Mossy Moor: there were 15 on 30 th May which had grown
to 19 two days later with signs that some were displaying (BT). Later there was an agitated bird on Birks
Fell on 25th June, which also suggests breeding (BT).
COMMON SNIPE (Gallinago gallinago)
066 Sightings/33 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable or in shallow decline.
This is a well-established breeding species throughout the area thanks to the extensive availability of its
breeding habitat of marshland (albeit much reduced from the historical position), especially around
moorland sites. This was another above-average year, like 2009, in terms of numbers of sightings and sites
with sightings in every month. There were records from across the north with the greatest numbers of
sightings of single birds flushed on the moors around Grassington. However, the highest counts (5) were
from Foxup and the region between Buckden Pike and Buckden Rake, both in late April/early May. In the
south the bulk of the records were from the moors above mid Wharfedale, although Otley remains a
popular place to see this species with the highest count 6 in November (c.f. 9 in 2008 and 4 in 2009).
Rather surprisingly, there were no sightings submitted from the Bolton Abbey Estate this year. In the
south Reva Hill, on the southern edge of our region, produced some high counts with 12 recorded in
January and 13 in March, whilst there were 6+ on Scargill Pasture on 17th March. However, the highest
counts of the year were from the Stainburn Moor VisMig site where 188 were counted between 25 th July
and 7th November: the largest flock was 14 on 28th August and the peak monthly rate was 2.2/(watching)
hour in August. There was a rare breeding record when an adult and a juvenile were flushed on Linton
Moor on 2nd July (GL *). Another unusual sighting was in an Otley garden fronting onto the river when 4
were flushed from beneath the bank when Paul Purvis went down to take a picture of the frozen river on 3rd
December.
WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticola)
035 Sightings/18 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant/winter visitor: probably in decline.
It is thought to breed extensively throughout the area at appropriate sites, although there is rarely any
evidence of this. Numbers in winter are supplemented by continental migrants from Scandinavia, Russia
and the Baltic States with resident birds thought to over-winter if it is not too cold. The species is one of
the most vulnerable to prolonged spell of freezing conditions since they are unable to feed and the
Birdguides reported a number of sightings from Yorkshire between 12th May and 9th June including another local record from
Oxenhope where 2 were seen on 29th May before flying off NW. Peak counts were 8 from Hatfield Moors on 18 th May and 7 at
Wombwell Ings (Old Moor) on the 28th.
30
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mortality rate can be very high – one was found dead at Otley at the end of December. As temperatures
plunged in Scandinavia many hundreds were recorded arriving on the Yorkshire coast early in December
with 136 on the 5th between Long Nab and Burniston on the North Yorkshire coast and 50 at Grimston.
This was reflected in our area with 27% of sightings in December and with 10 at least counted at Timble
Ings coming out onto the moor to feed on the 3rd (AJ). As usual most records came from the south.
However, there were rather more birds than usual recorded in the north with birds flushed from three
woods – Mercer (near Hawkswick), Birks and Bastow Wood in February and March, from Darnbrook
Farm also in March, and from Grass Wood in October. The other sighting was at Grimwith with a bird in
flight in late May. In the south the majority of records were from the Washburn with Timble Ings one of
the most reliable places to see roding birds and with 3 seen on 13th March (Sun Lane is another regular spot
to see roding). Otley is another site where the species is regularly recorded and there were three birds there
at the start and end of the year. There were no records of breeding this year, although a bird was seen in
agitated display at Low Dam in mid-May (K&PL).
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa limosa)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Rare passage migrant.
Single birds were recorded at Otley on 19th April (TG) and at Mossy Moor Reservoir on 3rd May (BT), the
latter bird being in partial summer plumage. The species is a rare visitor with only the odd sighting each
year. However, it has become a much more regular visitor in recent years with sightings in 10 out of the
last 15 years (but with only 5 records before that date and with the first recording in 1969). This reflects
the changing situation for the species in the UK where there being a slow return of the species as a breeder
with currently around 50 breeding pairs. The species was once widespread but over-hunting, wetland loss
and Victorian egg-collectors drove them to extinction by 1855. They even became an uncommon winter
visitor. Their return started in 1952 when a pair was discovered nesting in the Ouse Washes, which was a
closely guarded secret for a number of years. Two pairs attempted to nest at Cley between 1968 and 1970
but these were foiled by weather and predation. In northern England there have been, at the most, two
pairs at Newton Marsh on the Fylde but several breeding attempts in Lower Derwent Valley in the last two
years. There were two pairs in the valley this year, one of the limosa race which failed and a successful
pair of the islandica race which raised 3 chicks at Wheldrake Ings. The protection provided to this pair has
been very necessary since police raiding a house on Teesside found a clutch of eggs labelled ‗Wheldrake
Ings 1999‘.
WHIMBREL (Numenius phacopus)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
The only record this year was of a bird flying over Otley towards the Chevin on 30 th April, calling as it
went (PD&JBP).
CURLEW (Numenius arquata)
241 Sightings/78 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable.
The curlew is a widespread and well–reported breeding bird throughout the area at suitable sites. There are
usually large pre-and post-breeding flocks around Denton and Burley at the start of the year. Counts of
150+ at Askwith on 15th January and 214 at Denton on the 24th were comparable to last year but down on
2008‘s record numbers of 430. Numbers at Otley are always very variable but there were 50 on 31 st
January and a wheeling flock of 400 overhead on 19th February. Thereafter, and as usual, numbers start to
drop during February as flocks disperse although there were still counts from Otley of 450 on the 4th March
and 250 on 7th March. These flocks are not found in the north and the first records are of birds coming
back to breed. This year the first northern records were of a single bird at Conistone on 4 th March and at
least 7 at Grimwith on the following day: this compares with dates between 19 th and 28th February in the
previous 3 years, i.e. a delay this year of around 10 days. As usual, there were only a limited number of
records of breeding; this year from Rombalds Moor, the Strid Wood area and Arncliffe. There were postbreeding flocks in the latter part of July with 100 – 150 at Scargill on 24th and 30 at Askwith on 26th. The
perceived wisdom is that birds in Scotland and the North of England migrate south and west to western
coasts, and that a few German and Dutch birds winter in the UK rather than heading south and it is
impossible to tell when post-breeding flocks transform into winter visitors. Records tend to be scarcer in
August and September with few birds around but with the occasional record of flocks. There were records
from the fields across from Ben Rhydding gravel pits with 200 recorded on 14th August; 250+ on 14th
September and ~480 on 1st October. However, the usual autumn record is of the occasional flock of a few
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tens and with sightings often of only 1 or 2 birds. The last record from the north was of 5 at Mossdale on
Grassington Moor on 5th August.
COMMON REDSHANK (Tringa totanus)
050 Sightings/20 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable.
This is a species which is usually more frequently reported from mid Wharfedale than upper Wharfedale
but with much greater variability in the number of sites in the south where it is seen (between 15 and 30) –
and with this being a slightly below-average year. In the north the number of sites where it is recorded is
typically ~8. In the north, there were good numbers of sightings from Grimwith and the Grassington area
but only a single record from Littondale and none from the top end of the Dale. In the south the highest
numbers of sightings were from the Washburn and the well-watched Otley: there were no records from the
Bolton Abbey Estate. Most sightings are of 1 or 2 birds but there were 5 along the river at Kilnsey on 23rd
March with 4 at Otley 4 days later and with 2 pairs at Kex Gill and the Reva Hill area in late April. There
were a good number of breeding records with young recorded between 26th May and 24th June. In the
north there was an impressive count of 4 juveniles and 3 small young at Mossy Moor on 26th May and an
adult with 1 juvenile at Kilnsey on 24th June. In the south 2 young were seen at Kex Gill, there were 2
pairs of adults on Rombalds moor with young and a number of adults with 1 young in the Reva Hill area
and a juvenile at High Royds. Sadly, a favoured breeding area below Swinsty has been lost after it was
drained for a fodder crop. Perhaps the most unusual sighting of the year was of a bird at Otley which was
seen and heard on 20th and 21st November (PP).
GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus)
003 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage visitor.
A bird was first seen at the top end of Lindley Wood on 24th April (BOG) and then again on the 26th (PBR
and E&PS). The species is unusual amongst waders in that it prefers to stop over at fresh-water pools
whilst most other wader species prefer estuaries or along the coast.
COMMON SANDPIPER (Actitis hypoleucos)
078 Sightings/30 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: national population decline not apparent locally.
One of the pleasures of a spring walk along the river is to catch sight of this bobbing bird and then watch
its characteristically flicking wings as it flies low over the water to its next perching stone. Fortunately, it
is a relatively common sight along rivers and bodies of water throughout the area with a higher density of
sites in the north (although sightings tend to be rarer from the top end of the Dale). A sighting is always
guaranteed at its local stronghold of Grimwith at the right time of year (recorded there this year between 8 th
April and 12th June): there was a remarkably high peak count there of at least 16 pairs on 9th May
(PD&JBP). Two other high counts, both from the north and made during BTO surveys on 26 th April, also
tended to confirm that this had been a particularly good year for this species: there were between 13 and 15
between Barden Bridge and Water‘s Laithe (JF) and 7 between Linton Church and Lower Grass Wood
(GL *). There were also a good number of breeding records from Scargill, Fewston, Kex Gill, Strid Wood,
Barden Moor, Grimwith, Mossy Moor, Grassington, Lower Grass Wood and Hawkswick. Juveniles were
seen over an extended period between 15th May (Strid Wood) and 24th July (Scargill Reservoir).
RUDDY TURNSTONE (Arenaria interpres)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
A single bird was seen at Chelker on the 15th May (J&FTo): it flew very close to the observer on the far
side of the reservoir: he had last seen one there 12th May, 1998.
BLACK HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be declining after big increase in
recent decades.
This species winters throughout the area in stunningly large numbers which is particularly evident on late
winter‘s afternoons as birds come into roost at places such as Swinsty and Grimwith. Although the winter
conditions tended to discourage extensive observations this year, 235 were recorded at Swinsty in late
January31, over1000 at Fewston in early February and 280 at Grimwith in early March. It is seen
throughout the region, although in the north, a higher proportion of the small gulls are common. The
The low gull counts at Swinsty early in the year was because, it later transpired, the roost had moved onto Thruscross, although
even there the numbers were considerably lower than usually seen at Swinsty at this time of year.
31
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species become rarer in the far north of the region and there was only one sighting from the top of the Dale
with one bird seen between the summit of Buckden Pike and Buckden Rake in early May. In the north,
and apart from the Grimwith record, counts were in the low tens with 30 at Grassington sewage works in
February, 35 at Hawkswick in a mixed flock of small gulls in mid-March and ~ 40 on Darnbrook Fell in
late August. In the south large numbers wheel above our streets or rest in fields but are rarely counted,
although I did count 130 in Ilkley between the old bridge and the suspension bridge at the end of the year.
Otley can also usually be relied on for monthly peak counts of 100 or more in the early and late months of
the year.
COMMON GULL (Larus canus)
105 Sightings/37 Sites
Common passage/winter visitor: small number of breeding records.
This is a species which usually only winters in the area, although a few immatures are occasionally
observed through the summer and a small number are thought to breed in the Upper Barden black-headed
gull colony. The record count for the year was a remarkably high 5,100+ at the Grimwith roost on 5th
March (GL). The records from the Stainburn VisMig site illustrate its movements very well32:
View time (min)
Number

Jan
355
348

Feb
937
35

Mar
2133
842

Apr
2327
277

May
400
0

Jun
0

Jul
550
25

Aug
776
421

Sep
3641
552

Oct
1579
901

Nov
542
152

Dec
0

Total
13,240
3,553

There were several northern counts of around 100 during February and March and a count of 120+ in Grass
Wood Lane at the start of April, a month in which numbers start to decline rapidly with the last record of a
single bird at Thoragill (near Darnbrook) on 22nd April. In the south there was the usual winter flock of
~120+ on Coney Warren and 100 on the Chevin in January and 300 at Thruscross in February. There were
2 summer records of immatures at Otley and Burley during June followed by the first autumn record of a
bird over Redshaw Gill on 25th July. A count of 1000 at the Grimwith roost in late November dwarfed
other sightings in the autumn but there were 150 on Threshfield Moor and at Arncliffe Cote in September
and 200 on the ice near Grassington bridge in December. In the south there were 120 in the fields between
Bolton Abbey and Barden in September and regular counts of 100 from Otley in November and December
(after counts at the start of the year were usually below 20).
HERRING GULL (Larus argentatus)
014 Sightings/05 Sites
Uncommon visitor.
I have always reported that this species is far less common than other gulls in our area and usually reported
in small numbers, but this situation has rather been transformed this year because of the Stainburn Moor
VisMig site which has been recording significant numbers passing along the eastern edge of our area.
Away from Stainburn it was a quiet season. Records are almost guaranteed at Grimwith and there was a
good count of 8 there on 5th March including 6 adults (GL *); there was also a single bird there on 30 th
August (JF). The other northern record was of a bird over Beckermonds on 15th May (GL *). In the south,
Otley is the other site with regular sightings: there were 2 sitting on the ice on 14th January (E&PS), 1 on
5th February (TG) and 3 over on 27th December (AJ). The other southern sighting, apart from Stainburn,
was of 2 adults and a first winter bird over Rocking Hall Moor on 14 th February (JP). At Stainburn there
was an enormous passage of birds at the start of the year as can be seen from the following table
View time (min)
Number

Jan
355
175

Feb
937
563

Mar
2133
23

Apr
2327
16

May
400
0

Jun
0

Jul
550
0

Aug
776
3

Sep
3641
0

Oct
1579
14

Nov
542
26

Dec
0

Total
13,240
820

It is unclear to me at the moment what this large movement is due to and to what extent it may have been
affected by the extreme weather at the start of the year.
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus)
065 Sightings/28 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: probably declining due to control at breeding sites.
This species both winters in the area and breeds on local moors when not disturbed by gamekeepers
concerned by their propensity to eat anything that moves (the latter phrase, used before and so true about
this species, that it has been brought back by popular demand). Like the previous entry we will look at the
32

There were also large numbers of birds recorded on the ground at the times of peak movements with 2,200 on 21 st March.
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situation in two parts. As usual, there were more sightings from upper Wharfedale, although this year there
were surprisingly few records from the south (apart from Stainburn). In the south records were received
from right across the region although there were few sightings from the Washburn (where last year they
were reported to be scarce). Most records were of birds passing over singly or in small groups (of up to 4)
but there were several very large counts in the north during the year reported mainly by Gerald Light: there
were 31, mostly adults, at Grimwith on 5th March; 46 in late April and 56 in late May in the extreme west
of our area around Darnbrook and Thoragill; and from the eastern edge of Threshfield Moor in August
with 93 on the 15th (JP) and 28 including 2 immatures on the 21st.
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus)
013 Sightings/04 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
A few birds winter in the area eventually flying north to their breeding grounds, although the odd immature
may stay all year. Apart from Stainburn, this was an average year after a mini-bumper year last year.
Grimwith is usually the most reliable place to see this species, albeit in small numbers; there were 2 firstwinter birds on 5th March and 2 adults and a first-winter bird on 2nd September (both GL *). Otley, another
regular spot, managed only a single bird on 5th September (E&PS). Otherwise there were 2 at Lower
Barden Reservoir in January (GL *), 1 at Grassington sewage works in February (JP), an adult over
Hebden (JP) and a juvenile at Kex Gill in May (PBR) and 1 at Hebden Beck in June (E&PS). The pattern
of passage birds at Stainburn was similar to that for herring gulls, albeit at a much lower level:
View time (min)
Number

Jan
355
36

Feb
937
19

Mar
2133
16

Apr
2327
3

May
400
0

Jun
0

Jul
550
0

Aug
776
0

Sep
3641
0

Oct
1579
0

Nov
542
1

Dec
0

Total
13,240
75

COMMON TERN (Sterna hirundo)
009 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant: occasionally breeds.
The local mystery for this species continues with sightings from Otley between 24th April and 1st August
with a peak count of 4 on 10th July (PP), but with no signs of breeding for the third year running (since
birds were washed out in 2007). The assumption must be that they are nesting in the area, but where?
ARCTIC TERN (Sterna paradisaea)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant.
Recorded on passage in perhaps 4 years in every decade. A bird was watched for 15 minutes at Otley on
20th April as it fed in the face of a stiff breeze. The record has been accepted by BOG Rarities Committee.
FERAL PIGEON (Columba livia) (C)
Common resident breeder: population probably stable.
This species is vastly under-recorded so it is difficult to draw too many firm conclusions about its
distribution. The conventional wisdom (i.e. the unchanged comment used in the last few Reviews) is that
it is seen mainly in the urban areas of Ilkley and Otley with a few small groups also in rural areas. Urban
flock sizes can be quite large; whilst rural groups tend to be in single figures. This is one of the few
species where the majority of records are from member‘s gardens, where the species continues to be a
rather unwelcome visitor with an appetite for gulping-down large amounts of seed. The annual pattern is
always similar in my garden. Numbers start to build up from irregular visits by 2 or 3 at the start of the
year to daily visits in July and with a peak of 15 in August – at which point I am ‗encouraged‘ to cut back
on the seed I put out. Unlike wood pigeons and collared doves, which are quite content pottering round the
garden, the feral birds appear to prefer eating off the bird table, despite having a cage over the food –
which usually results in the odd stupid bird wriggling through the bars and having to be ‗rescued‘ when it
is too fat to wriggle out afterwards!
STOCK DOVE (Columba oenas)
054 Sightings/25 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This is very much a rural bird in the area and is certainly much under-recorded since many people remain
nervous about identifying the species with confidence; many of the sightings being of just 1 or 2 birds.
Sightings are well distributed throughout the region with, in the north, good numbers of sightings from
Littondale again. In the south, extensive observations in the Washburn valley over the years suggest that
this area is a stronghold – and it is still easy to see there. Garden sightings are unusual and the only one
this year was of a pair on a garden feeder in Eastfield Lane, Burley (PD&JBP). At Stainburn there was a
passage of 115 birds between August and October with a peak in August (of 5 birds/hour).
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WOOD PIGEON (Columba palumbus) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This is an under-recorded species, which is usually present in good numbers throughout the area all year
but with a tendency to move to the lower parts of the valleys in winter, although there were a number of
records during January with 20 at Otley on the 10th and ~60 at Denton on the 24th. Although the species
was reported to be common in the Grassington area and records were received from right across the north
of the area, a higher proportion of the records received were from mid Wharfedale. Peak counts in the
north were also rather lower than those from the south. The highest counts were from Grimwith with 16
on 8th April and ~40 on 2nd September when they were reported to be feeding on the grain put out for game
birds. In the south there was a regular presence at Otley with a peak of 86 in October whilst the highest
regional count was of ‗100‘s‘ over Dob Park Wood on 14th March (PRo). However, once again, the most
interesting feature of this species was the autumn passage numbers from Stainburn:
View time (min)
Number

Jan
355
13

Feb
937
196

Mar
2133
471

Apr
2327
278

May
400
0

Jun
0

Jul
550
81

Aug
776
136

Sep
3641
181

Oct
1579
2882

Nov
542
24,954

Dec
0

Total
13,240
29,192

It is perhaps a relief that this rather boring bird should manage to retain an air of mystery about some
aspect of its life – and that is ‗What is the origin of the birds taking part in these large autumn passages?‘
British birds are claimed to be sedentary, whilst continental birds show large migratory movements
including Scandinavian and Baltic birds moving down into Spain and Italy. Birds have been recorded
approaching and leaving our shores but the consensus now appears to be that numbers of birds passing
through the UK are small as is the number of UK birds wintering on the continent. Suggestions that birds
might move down from the NE to the SE does not fit in with ringing evidence. The most likely explanation
accepted at the moment is that birds form large flocks and make small local movements.
COLLARED DOVE (Streptopelia decaocto) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
At a time when we‘re marvelling at the speed with which the little egret is colonising the UK it is easy to
forget that the colonist of the 1950s was the collared dove. The first breeding pair was in East Anglia in
1955: 10 years later, with pairs raising anything between 3 and 6 broods a year, there were nearly 18,000
pairs! Wharfedale did not have to wait long with the first sightings in 195833: subsequently, it has been
recorded every year since 1964 and is now a very much under-recorded species, except in gardens where
~40% of members reported it in their garden in 2010. It tends to be concentrated in urban, suburban and
village environments and is surprisingly rare in rural habitats and the records of the year were consistent
with this: in the south almost all the records were from the vicinity of towns, whilst in the north records
were concentrated around the Grassington area. In gardens the peak count of 11 was again in Menston at
the end of the year34. The few breeding records highlighted the length of their breeding season with a pair
seen mating in Threshfield on 22nd March whilst another were seen nest-building in Menston on 9th July.
The following day I was watching an adult in my garden with an extremely tentative youngster.
CUCKOO (Cuculus canorus)
074 Sightings/33 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population declining.
The situation on this species in the UK is a
rather strange one with the English population
in general decline with a 70% reduction since
1994, whilst that in Scotland has remained
relatively stable or even slightly increased as
can be seen. The idea that reductions could be
due to reductions in the populations of the
England

Scotland

Although a long-term Grassington resident that it had not reached his area until 1993, and that numbers there were still
increasing.
33

BTO reported during the year that recent outbreaks of Trichomonosis, which started in 2005/6 and which particularly affected
greenfinch, may also have resulted in a small decline in collared dove garden numbers. It is also suggested that the species has been hit by
increasing competition from growing numbers of wood pigeons coming into gardens
34
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host species has been discounted, as has the fact that host birds such as the meadow pipit are, on average,
nesting 5 or 6 days earlier than they did in the early 1990s due to global warming. So, for the moment, the
mystery remains with the standard range of possible reasons advanced, i.e. food availability on their
breeding grounds, changing conditions on the wintering grounds or on migration. In our area and as the
numbers of this species decline so it is, increasingly, only heard and not seen: around 70% records of birds
are only heard (and sometimes then only distantly). Barden Moor remains the best place to see this bird,
followed by Rombalds Moor (often around Coldstone Beck) with the odd sighting at Timble and in the
Grass Wood area. The only definite records of more than one bird being present were 3 at Coney Warren
(Barden Fell), and 2 on Barden Moor and at Timble. The species is recorded throughout the area. In the
north most records come from the Grassington area: they were occasionally recorded at the top end of the
Dale (from Buckden and Yockenthwaite), rare in Littondale with the only records from Hawkswick Wood
but with 2 records in May from Grimwith, which is unusual nowadays. In the south most records come
from the Washburn and Bolton Abbey Estates: in the former most records were from the top end with the
most southerly record from Snowden Crags. The warmer weather in the first half of June brought the
arrival of more cuckoos in the country with the speculation that they were unlikely to breed. However, I
had my best view of the year on 26th June close to Upper Barden Reservoir when I saw a female‘s head
sticking out of the heather and being harassed by a pair of meadow pipits – I assumed she was laying as
she quickly flew off pursued by the 2 irate little birds. There was a late and poor sighting on 3 rd August at
Yarnbury of what was assumed to be a juvenile.
BARN OWL (Tyto alba)
032 Sightings/12 Sites
Rare visitor
Despite fears that this species would have been badly affected by the last winter and a rather complicated
breeding season fascinatingly described by the BTO, this was the first year when it genuinely began to
look as though this species may slowly be returning to our area. Our knowledge of this species and their
present status in our area is very much dependent on the heroic efforts of local ringers, who have been
putting up boxes trying to encourage their return. In particular, Andy Jowett continues to record a number
of birds successfully nesting immediately to the east of our area but beginning to appear in boxes in the
east of our area. Over the 2008/9 winter the North Yorkshire Moors Study Group reported 3 found dead in
their area. On the other hand we enjoyed a rather better experience with a bird seen at Otley by those
waiting for a glimpse of the bittern in the reed beds. A late-afternoon bird was seen hunting by several
people between 23rd January and 8th March. Later, Nevil Bowland analysed 33 pellets found in the area
and found the bones of 99 small mammals including 94 field vole and 5 common shrew. The national
breeding season was affected by the severe winter with many territories at high altitude left vacant
following the hard winter and prolonged snow cover but with occupancy quite high for boxes below 100m.
Low female body weight discouraged ⅓ of pairs from breeding and those that did in May and June
achieved low breeding success, barely exceeding 2 fledge young/nest in most regions of England and
Wales: rather surprisingly some of the non-breeding birds bred later and did better. Turning to local
matters, birds bred at several sites to the east of our area. However, in line with national experience, the
breeding season was a disappointment; 10 nests (including 2 which failed) produced only 10 chicks, i.e.
1.4/nest compared with the 3.0 or over in the previous two years. Moving closer to our area, one pair bred
immediately outside the eastern boundary: elsewhere, two other boxes well inside our area were occupied
but no breeding was recorded; also, pellets were collected from a shed where a bird has never been seen.
In the summer a bird was seen several times to the north of Otley and, later, at Weston. Now, in the
autumn, sightings are raising hopes of birds occupying boxes in the Washburn and Menston areas. Not to
be outdone, there was a rare report of a bird from the north, near Linton Bottoms, on the 16 th December.
However, I must end on a cautionary note. The harsh December temperatures have brought disaster to the
barn owl population. BTO reported that they typically received reports of 30-40 previously ringed barn
owls being found dead in a normal December; this year the figure exceeded 100. In Yorkshire 50 dead
birds were reported in East Yorkshire alone, whilst locally, dead birds were reported at Arthington and
Leathley.
TAWNY OWL (Strix aluco)
079 Sightings/34 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Records are received from across the region but are far more numerous from mid Wharfedale than upper
Wharfedale. It was suggested that birds in the countryside, and especially those living in woods at higher
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altitudes where there was a covering of thick snow for a month or more, will have a hard time since their
food includes mice, voles and shrews, numbers of which will have been affected by cold winter. On the
other hand urban owls, living in parks, will have been less affected as they eat a wider range of prey
including brown rats, grey squirrels, starlings, house sparrows and even magpies. In the former category
there were reports from the Dales of an observer twice seeing owls scavenging rabbit carcases in broad
daylight, once in competition with stoat which had probably made the kill. Two were reported hunting in
broad daylight in Grass Wood in freezing conditions on 5th January. The majority of records in the north
were from the Grassington area: there were only two records from Littondale and one from the top end of
the Dale – records from Grimwith are very rare and there were none again this year. In the south a
significant proportion of the records were from the Washburn. Birds are very faithful to their area: they
will mate for life, rarely stray far from their territory and will nest in the same nest year after year, taking
readily to nest boxes35. Consequently, our local birder Pete Roe has a good number of ‗regulars‘ in his
boxes which was to lead to another mixed message for the season. Owls will not lay eggs unless they are
in good condition at the start of the season and have been able to put on fat: the fact that Pete found a
record 19 occupied nests would suggest that despite the earlier concerns about the effect of the last winter
they had come through the winter quite well. In fact this was also the case with the other local ringers,
Colin Harrison and Andy Jowett. The three of them located a total of 38 nests, which was 50% higher than
the highest count in recent years. What was to be disappointing about the subsequent breeding season this
year is that after such a good start the productivity should be rather average: the 38 nests produced 62
young (i.e. 1.6 young/nest, comparable to the long term average).
LONG-EARED OWL (Asio otus)
014 Sightings/07 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant.
We are fortunate to have a local birder, Andy Jowett, who has spent many late nights in recent years in the
woods around mid Wharfedale, generally in the east, looking for evidence of breeding for this species
(where the ‗squeaky-door‘ calls of the young are always a good indicator of successful nearby breeding).
So successful has he been that it is easy to forget the extreme difficulty of finding nests of this species –
and that very few young long-eared owls are ringed each year in the UK in the BTO ringing scheme, with a
significant proportion ringed in our area! After last year‘s catastrophic breeding season (with only 3 young
raised), this year was a good average one with 25 young fledged from 10 nests. Most of the records are
from the east of the region but there is also a nest around Rombalds Moor. There are also two areas – one
in the Washburn and the other in the west, where birds have been seen but no nests located yet. The bird in
the west was also seen last year and pellets collected from two adjacent areas a few days later. One query
was resolved this year – what do owls do in the winter? Last year an owl roosting at Fairburn Ings was
found to have been ringed locally leaving one wondering whether they left the area in winter. However,
Andy has now established that a significant number, at least, stay in their breeding area.
SHORT EARED OWL (Asio flammeus)
016 Sightings/10 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/resident: population either stable or in shallow decline.
The species is not common and the number of sightings varies from year to year, but there appears to be a
slow, general decline in the species present in our area from 30 sightings in 2005 at 18 sites to only 16 this
year at 7 sites. The disappearance of the pair at Kex Gill in the spring of 2008 and 2009 suggests that it
might not just be a shortage of small mammals keeping sightings down! The only breeding record was
from just outside upper Wharfedale when an adult and at least 2 juveniles were seen on 23rd June (GL *).
LITTLE OWL (Athene noctua)
054 Sightings/27 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population stable.
I write elsewhere of what would seem to be the major local casualty of
the last winter, i.e. the stonechat. However, the little owl was the
species that I most missed in 2010. I had had several delightful
sightings on BTO Atlas walks in upper Wharfedale in the summers of
2008 and 2009 but in 2010, nothing! Overall, the species is not doing
particularly well. It has undergone a moderate decline in population
across Europe with countries where reductions were recorded
Young birds driven off by their parents in the autumn have to find their own territory, competing with existing tenants and
dying of starvation if they fail!
35
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including Turkey, Spain, France, Belgium and Denmark. It has been suggested that the UK population
may have faired a little better but the BTO chart nevertheless shows it is becoming scarcer: BTO also
reported there has been a range contraction in Wales and northern and western England since the 1988-91
Atlas. The species is notoriously sedentary with small home ranges and it is thought that it may not be able
to find sufficient food all year round. Drier climate may also be limiting the accessibility of soil
invertebrates, their favoured prey, along with the possibility of increased predation because of the increase
in predator numbers such as buzzard. In our area the records this year had several striking features
suggesting the species may have had a difficult year. The following table shows the number of sightings
and the number of locations where the species was recorded in recent years:

Sightings: north
Sightings: south
Sightings: total
Sites: north
Sites: south
Sites: total

2005
28
36
64
19
13
32

2006
26
22
48
16
10
26

2007
29
37
66
16
15
31

2008
25
35
60
18
16
34

2009
12
26
38
11
18
29

2010
8
46
54
6
21
27

The situation is dramatic in the north where there was a second year of major decline in the species
presence. There were (only) 8 sightings which followed a strange pattern. There were two early sightings
in the Grassington area on the 3rd and 5th January, one involving unusual behaviour with a bird on the gable
end of a house in Bank Lane, where it was being mobbed by several blackbirds and a magpie. After that
there was a single sighting from Threshfield in April and then three in June and one in November, all in
mid Littondale, and finally one in December from Kilnsey. In the south the reverse has happened with a
record number of sightings. However, this was not the end of the story as there
were some puzzling features there, namely that the species was absent from some
of its usual haunts but was recorded at sites where it has not been seen for a long
time. John Topham reported no sightings on his first 5 visits to a very reliable
breeding site on Coney Warren, not seeing a bird there until mid-June. He also
reported that there were two sites in Silsden and a barn on the Embsay road, all just
outside our area, where birds appeared for the first time for a number of years, in
the second half of March in the case of the Silsden sites. In the Washburn, Peter
Riley, a regular Washburn watcher, reported that a mid-June sighting was his first
of the year in the valley. On the basis of the earlier comment that this species is
notoriously sedentary the most likely assumption must be that birds in the north of
the area perished. However, the most obvious conclusion to draw from several
observations in the south is that some birds may well have moved into the area! It is
likely to be some time before we get evidence which may help to throw light on this
conundrum.
EUROPEAN NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus europaeus)
003 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant – bred in area for several years running.
The year was not without sightings of this species but their presence at Timble Ings is now a thing of the
past: birds returned to their breeding site there every year from 2002 but may have only successfully raised
young between 2002 and 2004 and have not been recorded since 2007 when 3 males were kept waiting
until early July for a female to turn up and no nest was subsequently discovered. This year there was a
brief sighting of a bird near the mast at Norwood Edge (record via AJ) but the main action moved further
up the Wharfe valley to an undisclosed site where a pair was recorded on 26th June (BT). There were close
views of the male which was wing-clapping. It was heard churring for a few minutes but mainly hunting.
The female was also seen well, hunting, and also on the ground at one point. There appears to have been a
further sighting in the same general area when a male was flushed on the 29 th (record via IC). The main
Yorkshire stronghold for this species remains the North Yorkshire Moors where numbers are at record
levels and still climbing. In 2004 there were 209 churring males in the forests compared with 85 in the

95

previous survey in 1992: initial results from a 2010 survey suggest there could now be up to 430 birds
throughout the forest.
SWIFT (Apus apus) (C)
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population in decline.
The species is recorded throughout Wharfedale although it is uncommon at Grimwith (and there were no
records from there this year) and also with few records submitted from the Washburn; numbers are often
not recorded and sightings are primarily reported in the periods shortly after its arrival and immediately
before its departure. Between 2005 and 2008 arrival dates were between 15th and 18th April but since then
dates have slipped a little with the first bird this year seen over Addingham on 23rd. As usual there was a
gap of several days before the first count in double figures (and all the sightings of passage birds at
Stainburn were in May). Those counts that there were followed the usual pattern with mid-season figures
often in single figures but with ‗good numbers‘ often recorded over Otley and a peak over-garden count of
11 over Burley in mid-June. Numbers start to rise at the end of the season with several records of 10s and
a peak count of 50 over Otley reported during late July (when all the passage birds at Stainburn were
recorded). Subsequently, numbers drop off to ones and twos as we move into August: the final sighting
was of 7 flying west over Otley town on 24th August (E&PS). As usual there were several records of
breeding – most this year from upper Wharfedale.
KINGFISHER (Alcedo atthis)
072 Sightings/25 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident along suitable rivers and lagoons: population probably stable
I was tempted to miss this species out and hope nobody noticed because trying to sort out what happened
last winter makes my head hurt and I don‘t know what to think! Let us start with the known facts about
this species:
 The species occurs throughout Europe: in northern and central Russia it
is migratory.
 In the UK it is largely sedentary, remaining on its breeding territories all
year although young disperse shortly after becoming independent.
 The species was disastrously affected by the 1962/3 winter with 85-90%
succumbing: it was reckoned to be the worst affected of any species.
However, each pair can raise, on average, 6.5 young/year, so it is able to
make quite a quick population recovery.
and then getting into the realms of conjecture:
 Some are believed to make cold weather movements with the extent of
the movement varying from year to year depending on the severity of
the weather but evidence of this is very limited. Birds are thought to
move to the coast and that they may seek food along the beach in rock
pools and along streams near the beach.
Moving onto what appears to have happened in our own area, the following table shows the number of
sites where the species was recorded in Wharfedale over successive years:
North
South
Total

2005
10
25
35

2006
9
16
25

2007
10
20
30

2008
10
14
24

2009
1
18
19

2010
9
16
25

The situation in the north appears to have been transformed compared with last year. A pair breeds just to
the south of Barden Bridge and the first set of northern sightings this year were between here and
Appletreewick Falls: the second was between Hebden and Lower Grass Wood and the last around Buckden
with records to the west from Yockenthwaite and Oughtershaw. In the south there were several sightings
in the Washburn but the bulk of records were along the main river from Pool up to Strid Wood with a lot of
sightings around the well-watched river and Reserve in Otley and from Ben Rhydding and Ilkley. The
main feature in the south was that none of the three nesting sites was occupied this year, although it is not
known whether the birds had not bred or just moved to other nearby sites. However, these figures do not
tell the whole story. The critical feature that does not appear in this table is that the earliest northern
sighting was June 8th and that that was followed by several other sightings in that month. So, is that
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significant, is it just that adults were feeding young – or just a lucky fluke? The charts show the monthly
sightings in the north and south compared with the average monthly sightings in each area between 2005
and 2008, i.e. the last 4 ‗warm‘ winters (note the two vertical scales are different): The situation in the
north is remarkable with a fairly typical second half of the year following the total absence of sightings in
the first half and a much higher than average number of sightings in June. The chart for the south is more
normal although there were slightly fewer sightings in the first quarter but here, too, there was a
remarkably high number of sightings in June.
Turning now to the wider Yorkshire scene, I had a fascinating talk with Richard Hampshire, the warden at
Top Hill Low about some of the strange happenings elsewhere in the County. Top Hill Low have a nesting
pair which disappeared when the cold spell arrived and there were virtually no sightings on the reserve

until the pair returned in June/July and young were subsequently seen in August, which would normally
correspond to a second brood. He reported that 7 birds had been seen at the end of Filey Brig during
January fishing in the sea. Also, that sightings in East Yorkshire had been few and far between in the
spring and early summer and that a birder who runs local birdwatching courses and knows the area well
knew of only one breeding pair in the region. So, what really happened in our area over the winter, did
birds die or did they move out of the area, especially those in the north and if so, where to? Why was there,
apparently, no breeding in the south in the three usual spots? Was last year‘s low number of sites in the
north a rogue figure (given this is an easy species to miss and there are parts of the river it is difficult to get
to), or was something else happening. We will have to wait until the results of 2010 BTO surveys become
available in the middle of next year before we can sensibly start to speculate on what might have happened.
GREEN WOODPECKER (Picus viridis)
110 Sightings/47 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
The species is well recorded throughout the area (typically at between 40 and 45 sites each year with sites
this year evenly divided between north and south). The suggestion has been made that since the species is
a ground feeder it could well have found feeding difficult during the heavy snow last winter but there was
no evidence of this and sightings were actually slightly up on the previous two good years. In the north
many of the records were from the well-watched Grassington area and with a good number from the top of
the Dale: sightings were rare in Littondale (where there were only records from Hawkswick and Park
Scar), but there was even a rare record from Grimwith. In the south the Washburn is by far the most
reliable place to find the species (accounting for almost 50% of southern sightings) and it was reported to
have been seen and heard from there in good numbers (PBR). The situation at Otley is also encouraging:
after the first record for some time last November there were a number of sightings spread throughout the
year. Most of this year‘s records were of single birds, occasionally 2, but with 4 recorded from the Grass
and Bastow Woods on 17th May (SG). No records of breeding were received this year.
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopus major)
193 Sightings/63 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
The species is well recorded throughout the area (typically at between 55 and 60 sites, c.f. 45-50 for the
previous species). The species is fairly common to common throughout the more wooded parts of the area
but more abundant in mid Wharfedale. It was reported to be common in Grass Wood and around
Grassington and there were several records from Langstrothdale, but only 3 from Littondale (from
Hawkswick, Litton and Halton Gill) and none from Grimwith: the highest count was a male and 2 females
in Grass Wood on 8th March. In mid Wharfedale it is most commonly recorded in the Washburn where 6
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were recorded around Farnley Lake on 10th March; there were also always good counts from Middleton
Woods with peaks of 6 on 11th February and 14th April. The species is a regular visitor to members‘
gardens, seen in around 50% of reporting gardens. There were very many records of breeding as well as
juveniles being brought into gardens in Menston, Askwith, Burley, Ben Rhydding, Ilkley, Addingham and
Kilnsey.
LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopus minor)
004 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population possibly in decline.
After the excitement of finding last year‘s nest and watching the young fledge, this year was bound to be
something of an anticlimax. The number of sites where the species is recorded has seen a steady decline
from 9 in 2005 to only 2 ( +1?) this year, whilst there have been no records from upper Wharfedale since
2006. This year, despite extensive searches in traditional sites, there was only definite record from
woodland in the region around the Washburn, Otley and Ilkley. This was at the eastern end of Riverside
Gardens in Otley on 6th January (F&CH). Later, there was one moment of good news with a record of a
bird drumming briefly in woodland downstream of Barden Bridge on 31st May (DLR); records from the
area around Strid Wood remain spasmodic with the last record in 2008. There were two rather tentative
records from the usual site in the lower Washburn. There was a very brief drumming, heard only once, on
the 24th March (PBR) and a similarly brief call on the 3rd April (JF).
SKYLARK (Alauda arvensis)
075 Sightings/36 Sites
Common breeding resident: national population decline but probably holding own in area.
There was an interesting difference between the return dates in the north and south this year. Return dates
across the Dale are quite variable but are usually during February, sometimes slightly earlier, sometimes in
early March. This year the first record in the south was an early 18 th January and with several records
during February and March before the first sighting in the north on 31st March – 11 weeks after the first
southern sighting! The species occurs throughout the region but is one of those which is more widespread,
and generally recorded in larger numbers, in upper Wharfedale than in mid Wharfedale. The situation on
peak counts was the reverse from usual this year with 25 at Stainburn on 7 th March (i.e. on the moor
around the VisMig site) and 15 on Reva Hill on the 2nd, whilst the highest count in the north was 12+ on
Grassington Moor on 10th April between Yarnbury and Mossdale and 11 at Foxup on 22nd May. There
were two records of breeding – the discovery of a nest above Kilnsey Crag on June 23rd and an adult
carrying food on Old Cote Moor on the 30th. The last record was of a bird in Haverah Park on 17th
October, although there was a continuing passage though the Stainburn VisMig site, which had peaked at
514 in September, with 191 in October and 56 in November.
SAND MARTIN (Riparia riparia)
061 Sightings/27 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population fluctuates.
Numbers of this species have also been volatile due mainly to droughts in the area south of the Sahara
where they winter; droughts in 1968/9 and 1983/4 produced massive collapses in numbers. There is a
continuing gradual improvement in numbers, although the population is still far less than the early 1960s.
The species occurs throughout much of the region. In the north the most northerly record was from
Buckden and there were no records from Grimwith this year. As usual there were a couple of colonies
between Barden Bridge and Howgill: the larger of these was ~40 nests, roughly the same size as the other
large northern colony on the Skirfare above Hawkswick. The most northerly colony (of ~16 nests) was on
the river opposite Birks Wood. In the south, there were records of colonies all along the Wharfe: the
species is not common in the Washburn – this year there were 5 records including one of 16 birds seen
between Lindley Wood and Folly Hall Wood. It seemed a very modest breeding season: the 50+ birds at
Pool Mill (usually the largest colony in the area) produced only 23 nests, at Mickle Ing Beck there were 15
nests but only 5 or 6 of these produced second broods, whilst there were only 8 to 10 nests opposite Ben
Rhydding gravel pits. These figures compare with the sizes of the 2009 colonies of ~100 at Pool Mill, 30
at Mickle Ing Beck (where there was a very large 50-60 in 2007), and 40 at Ben Rhydding. The large
sighting of the year was of a group of ~250 which was seen heading west around 9.30am on the quite late
date of 28th September (n.b. there were few records from the VisMig site at Stainburn).
BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica) (C)
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline.
There was an interesting record at the start of the season. The first local sighting of the year was at
Fewston on the quite early date of 16th March (Birdguides) one day earlier than sand martins arrived. What
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was most unusual about this date is that the last time when swallows arrived first was as long ago as 1963,
although there have been several sightings on the same day – the last time this happened was in1990. This
species appears to be well distributed throughout the area, mainly in rural areas wherever suitable nesting
sites exist. A lot of young were ringed around the area (in 51 nests) but it was an average year for
productivity, i.e. 3.1 which was less than least year‘s excellent 4.3 but very typical of the previous 4 years.
HOUSE MARTIN (Delichon urbica)
060 Sightings/28 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline.
This species is recorded throughout the area. In the north there were sightings from a number of the
villages, especially in Littondale, although numbers were always in single figures; as usual, there were no
sightings from Grimwith. In the south most records were also in single figures, although there were some
rather higher counts towards the end of the season. There was a flock of 16 over Gallows Hill on 27th July,
50 at Beaverdyke on 4th August (which hung around for 15 minutes before moving off south), the highest
‗over-garden‘ count of 14 in Burley on 17th with the last large count of the season 26 over Haverah Park on
the 30th. The main record of breeding was from Timble (village) where 13 nests each produced 2 broods.
MEADOW PIPIT (Anthus pratensis)
112 Sightings/53 Sites
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population in decline nationally but probably holding
up locally.
The species is well represented on moors throughout the region but is rather more widespread in the north.
Most birds move off the high ground in the winter; many remain in the lowland regions of the UK,
although large numbers winter in southern Europe in Iberia. Here the odd bird remains on the moors
throughout the winter and, surprisingly considering the weather, there were low-level records of 5 in the
Weston area on 2nd January and 1 at Folly Hall Farm feeding at a sheep feeder on the 4 th on a bitterly cold
day with snow lying; 2 birds on Rocking Hall Moor on 14th February may also have been wintering birds.
However the results below from the Stainburn VisMig site show that these birds were the exception and it
was to be some time before birds started appearing more widely after the first passage bird there on 14 th
February:
View time (min)
Number

Jan
355
0

Feb
937
16

Mar
2133
1047

Apr
2327
1496

May
400
7

Jun
0

Jul
550
22

Aug
776
190

Sep
3641
6136

Oct
1579
723

Nov
542
33

Dec
0

Total
13,240
9,670

Apart from a Timble Ings sighting on 7th March, birds didn‘t start appearing more widely until the 21st
March when there were 2 birds above Conistone; over the next week numbers started building up quite
quickly with the first large count of 13 in Hebden Beck on the 27 th and ~50 at Farnley lake the following
day. Although BTO statistics show a gradual decline over the last 40 years and long-term local birders
have felt for some time that they are a lot less common on our moorland edges than they once. The
Stainburn statistics show there are still plenty around and there continue to be good counts from moors
around the area. During the season there were counts of a few tens of birds, generally from the northern
moors (and often on BTO surveys): 40 on Foxup Moor and 29 at Kettlewell (April), 61 on Foxup (May)
and 49 on Penyghent Fell and Plover Hill (June). Counts from southern moors were fewer and generally of
smaller numbers (perhaps reflecting fewer records received from BTO surveys?) with most high counts at
the start and end of the season: 100+ at Denton (early April), 44 on Barden Moor (June), 242 on Round
Hill and 111 at Timble Ings (September): during the summer the highest count was of 30+ on Hawksworth
Moor on 20th July. There were fewer records of breeding received and most of these were of birds carrying
food: a juvenile was seen at Hag Dike on 14th July.
TREE PIPIT (Anthus trivialis)
037 Sightings/18 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing.
Unlike its close relative, the meadow pipit, this species is a long-range migrant (to Africa) and has suffered
a much steeper decline in the past 20 years. This is perhaps a species where events during the year have
served to highlight a growing gulf in the presence of this species between the north and south, which is
only just starting to emerge in the following table of the number of sightings and sites in the two areas:
In the south the number of sightings has recently been dominated by those from Timble Ings, where in past
years it has been relatively easy to see this species but where that changed this year with only 3 records
(c.f. 20 in 2008).
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Sightings
Sites: north
Sites: south
Sites: total

2005
38
7
7
14

2006
34
9
4
23

2007
33
5
6
22

2008
39
5
4
9

2009
33
8
7
15

2010
37
12
6
18

In the north, and perhaps helped by more extensive coverage during BTO surveys in the last two years, the
records have highlighted how widespread this species is there, albeit not in large numbers. In the south
most records were from Washburn and Stainburn and with the only two other records from the east of
Rombalds Moor with 2 or 3 singing below White Wells on 3rd June and 1 from the Reva Hill area on 1st
September (presumably a passage bird). There continues to be a good presence at Stainburn with 6
recorded on 29th April (BOG) – one of the highest counts in the area – but only one record of 3 birds from
Timble. There were records from several areas in the north, but not from Grimwith. Grass and Bastow
Wood, particularly the latter, remain the standard place to see this species but there were also a lot of
records from the top end of the Dale. Peak counts in the former area were 4 and probably 5 on 22 nd April
(SG); at the top of the Dale there were 6 at Greenfield on 4th May (GL) including 3 singing males and a
pair, and 3 at Yockenthwaite on 14th May (PD&JBP). Other records from the north were generally of
single birds. In the Grassington area the species was also recorded in Long Ashes and Lower Grass Wood.
The species was particularly well represented at the top end the Dale: apart from Greenfield it was
recorded near Starbotton, Birks Fell, Hubberholme, Yockenthwaite and Oughtershaw. There were also
records from Litton and Hawkswick in Littondale. An adult was seen carrying food in Greenfield on 22 nd
June and there was an adult with a juvenile to the east of Yockenthwaite on 18th August.
YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla flava)
022 Sightings/11 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: just about holding on despite significant decline over recent
decades.
This is one of those species which has suffered a ‗double whammy‘ over the last 40 years, firstly with the
changes in farming practices affecting their breeding environment, and now the growing impact of climate
change: the species has declined by 52% since 1994. After the excitement of 2008 when the species bred
in mid Wharfedale (the first time since 1999), 2010 again followed the more usual pattern of recent years
with only passage birds seen in the south. 42 were reported from the Stainburn VisMig site, 4 in
April/May and 38 in August/September (with the peak count of 21 on 5th September). Elsewhere there
were 2 birds at High Royds on 25th April and 2 birds in fields near Bolton Abbey on 7th September. In the
north all but one of the sightings were from Littondale, the other being from the traditional site below
Starbotton of a single male on 5th May. In Littondale the good feature was that the species was reported
from 7 sites compared with 6 in 2005 and 2007. However, the highest count at the traditional place was
only 3 or 4 c.f. the highest recent counts from this site of 6 in 2005 and 10 in 2006 – but 4 since then, albeit
possibly with 5 last year). There was a report that no birds had been found at Blishmere, another
traditional site. There was one breeding record from the traditional site when a female was seen with 3
juveniles on 26th June.
GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla cinerea)
074 Sightings/37 Sites
Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population probably increasing.
The species is currently plentiful and widespread throughout the region at suitable sites. The most
northerly record was from Oughtershaw, whilst in Littondale there was a record from Foxup – even
Grimwith produced a breeding record this year after 3 years of absence. In the south it is found all along
the river and on the Washburn as far up as Low Dam, although the well-watched Otley failed to produce a
record this year. I can usually report sightings in every month, although they are never common in the first
two months and not usually seen in upper Wharfedale until late February. This year the species was
affected by the poor weather and their return was significantly delayed. The first record in Wharfedale was
a pair at Drebley Gorge on the 13th March. The late arrival was not the only result of the cold winter;
sightings and sites were 20% down on the average and the local ringer, Pete Roe, reckoned the species had
suffered serious losses with birds missing from a number of traditional nesting spots. The usual sighting is
of 1 or 2 birds, although 4 were recorded between Grassington and Hebden (April) and 6 between Barden
Bridge and Bolton Abbey (May): there were late reports of groups of 7 birds from Fewston and Strid
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Wood on 5th and 7th September. There was a record of a bird on eggs on 30th April, of one carrying food
on 20th May, and of young between 11th June and 29th July. The most northerly record of breeding was at
Arncliffe. There were garden sightings from Otley, Askwith and Addingham – in the last garden a juvenile
was seen on 29th July.
PIED WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba)
130 Sightings/48 Sites
Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population possibly increasing.
The species is found throughout the region with records up as far as Greenfield. It is usually present
throughout the year with some local movements in winter – perhaps not quite to the same extent as for the
previous species. In mid Wharfedale birds come together in large winter roosting flocks in the lower
stretches of the valleys: in the past there have been records of roosts in Brook Street in Ilkley and in the
grounds of Otley hospital (20-30 were reported at the former spot in Ilkley at the height of the cold spell on
16th December). Apart from any roost records, there are usually occasional sightings in January and
February, but not before late February in upper Wharfedale, and with sightings building up during March.
This year, all the action at the start of the year took place around Grassington: single birds were seen in
Threshfield and Grassington gardens on several days in early January (with the comment for the latter
garden that it was a rare garden visitor), whilst 2 birds were seen between Grassington and Hebden on 19 th
February. Otherwise, the first record was not until March – at Askwith on the 2nd. The general feeling is
that the population of this species is in a healthy state with extensive summer sightings throughout the
region. Most records are of ones and twos: the highest counts of the year (excluding Stainburn) were from
Grimwith where there were 10+ pairs on 8th April (M&JC) and 33 in fields between Bolton Abbey and
Barden on 7th September (BOG). Last year there were reports of continental white wagtails at the end of
March: records this year were in September with birds seen at Stainburn on 11th and 12th and with 3
showing well on the latter date. Reports of successful breeding were received from all along the river right
up as far as Hubberholme. Passage at Stainburn VisMig site was at a much higher level for this species
compared to the previous one – as can be seen from the following table:
View time (min)
Number of grey
Number of pied

Jan
355
0
0

Feb
937
0
0

Mar
2133
2
75

Apr
2327
2
10

May
400
0
0

Jun
0

Jul
550
2
6

Aug
776
2
11

Sep
3641
13
192

Oct
1579
6
6

Nov
542
2
0

Dec
0

Total
13,240
29
382

i.e. 382 pied wagtails during the year c.f. 29 grey wagtails.
WAXWING (Bombycilla garrulus)
045 Sightings/18 Sites
Scarce winter visitor with reports in most years.
The autumn 2009 influx into the UK proved to be a minimal one with the first record of a bird on Shetland
on 12th October but with few records thereafter and with the highest count only 28 in Lothian on 18 th
December. The species did not reach our part of West Yorkshire until 9th January when there was a single
bird feeding with fieldfare at Thornton, west of Bradford, on 9th January. We did not have to wait long
until they reached their usual spot in Ilkley with one seen on the Grove on the 12 th and others heard
(J&FTo). There was a large influx from Sweden early in February with reports from a couple of sites in
East Yorkshire and this resulted in our second sighting in an Addingham garden on 11 th and 12th February.
All the remaining records were received from Ilkley from 27th February onwards – and all of those from
gardens, apart from 5 birds in the Tesco car park on 1st March. Most of the sightings were in the west of
Ilkley, mostly in Kings Road (to the delight of your recorder) but also from Westwood Rise, although birds
were seen around Springs Lane during the first week in March. The last sighting was in Kings Road (on
Birdguides) on the 16th April, which proved to be the last sighting on the UK mainland with only a brief
record thereafter from Shetland on 27th May. Many waxwing ringings take place in Aberdeen, the UK
capital city of waxwings, with over 4,500 ringed over the years. Although some are tracked as they move
southwards in the UK, once they depart for their remote summer breeding grounds few are heard of again.
A bird recovered near Aberdeen this February (where it had been ringed the previous year) was only the
third recovery of a bird returning to the UK. On the other hand, a bird ringed in Aberdeen in March 2005
was killed by a cat in the Ural Mountains north of Kazakhstan the following February! The start of the
year had been a very ordinary one but the autumn was to change all that. It got off to an unusual start with
a Scottish visitor reporting one along Hebden Beck on 12th October but we had to wait 2 weeks until the
flood-gates opened. The usual pattern is that birds arrive in Scotland and spread southwards. Now,
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freezing temperatures in Scandinavia early in October after what was possibly a good breeding season
brought not just massive numbers into Scotland with 2,700 arriving over the weekend of the 24th and 25th
but many small flocks seen all along the English east coast. To put this in perspective last year there were
only 143 birds by the end of October and 1,150 over the whole winter. A steady stream of records started
in our area on the 24th and was to continue for the remainder of the year. The last invasions were in 2008/9
and 2004/5: we saw a lot more in our area in the earlier invasion. In that year we had up to 200 birds
which spent the first month ‗lazing‘ around the trees in Cunliffe Road in Ilkley. This year, a shortage of
berries ensured the birds were far more mobile and records were received from sites not just throughout
mid Wharfedale but, unusually, from the Grassington area and from Grimwith. Peak counts were 120 in
Parish Ghyll Drive, Ilkley on 3rd November: this compares with a peak count in 2004/5 of 180 in midNovember. The highest count in the north was 30 at Threshfield on 1st November. The following table
illustrates the scale of this year‘s invasion:
Sightings
Sites: north
Sites: south
Sites: total

2005
18
0
10
10

2006
14
0
5
5

2007
0
0
0
0

2008
27
1
6
7

2009
14
0
6
6

2010
45
3
15
18

Birdguides reported they had been saturated with 1128 sightings in the week over the New Year. There
was a massive invasion in 1995/6 with an estimated 10,000 birds, with the record of 12,500 in the 1946/7:
it will be interesting to see if this year‘s total comes anywhere near these!
DIPPER (Cinclus cinclus)
129 Sightings/41 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing.
Nationally the population of the species appears to have been remarkably constant over the past 40 years.
In this area it also appeared to have been doing well until the wet summers of 2007 and 2008 which
resulted in a noticeable drop in records, especially in mid Wharfedale, in the last two years – and I thought
the species really seemed to be on the ropes as can be seen from the table:
Sightings
Sites: north
Sites: south
Sites: total

2005
98
20
22
42

2006
107
23
21
44

2007
123
22
19
41

2008
76
23
15
38

2009
70
22
12
34

2010
129
24
17
41

I should have known better! This has always been one of my favourite species, even when I lived down
south and a year could go by without seeing one. I always enjoy watching it bobbing up and down before
plunging fearlessly into raging waters. I knew I had got it wrong when I was walking around Nethergill
Farm in Oughtershaw early in May when I came across 3 well-separated birds on rock-strewn little streams
so wasn‘t surprised when I started to put together the report this year to find statistics strongly suggesting
the species were bouncing back so well, despite the awful winter we have just had, i.e. it appears much
more vulnerable to flooding rivers during the breeding season (when many fled up small becks) rather than
cold winters. The species is widely recorded right across the region, all the way along the Wharfe right up
to the top end of Oughtershaw. In Littondale it was recorded all the way up to Cosh. Grimwith remains a
no-go spot for this species with only one record in the last decade. In the south, the big feature of the last
couple of years has been its increased presence in the Washburn. This was particularly so this year with a
remarkable 25% of southern records from there. Rather surprisingly, there appear to be 3 territories –
around Lindley and the trout farm, in Norwood Bottom where breeding was recorded on the river near
Folly Hall Wood, and with the greatest number of sightings around Low Dam where a bird was seen
entering a nest and, later, with a juvenile. There were numerous records of breeding along the Wharfe up
as far as Oughtershaw. Birds were seen carrying nesting material on 13th March, carrying food on 8th April
and with juveniles recorded between 22nd April and 7th July. The end of the year convinced me of the
invincibility of this species when, in the depths of the coldest December for 100 years and the river in
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Ilkley littered with slabs of ice, I watched a bird perched on a slab all of 3ins thick repeatedly diving into a
patch of icy water for food!
WREN (Troglodytes troglodytes) (C)
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
This remains one of the commonest and most widespread species throughout the area; good numbers can
be expected to turn up anywhere, either in the valleys or up on the moors. It is a perky and delightful little
bird and one of my favourites. Despite a good number of records being received it is one of those birds
where it is difficult to draw any broad conclusions from the sightings since it is much under-recorded.
Sadly, it is one of the species, like the goldcrest, which is most often quoted as struggling in severe winters
with reports of tight-packed balls of roosting birds succumbing to the cold. So can we draw any
conclusions on how they coped with the winter around us? The signs were not encouraging. I walked
around Grimwith in mid February and saw and heard none. I heard a programme on the Scottish winter,
broadcast in early May, where the speaker had yet to hear a wren singing. BTO reported the species was
seen in 20% fewer gardens over the last winter. My first opportunity to check anything statistically was on
my annual WBBS walk for the BTO which I do between Barden Bridge and Burnsall in late April/early
May. This was my fifth year and my counts had definitely had dropped off for the second year running,
the succession of counts since 2006 being 18, 18, 27 and then 13 and, this year, 7. On less firm footing
were records from a very limited number of summer walks around Grimwith in the last three years: only 1
(in June) this year c.f. 2 (April) last year and 9 (April) in 2008. On the other hand circuit counts at Otley
by Paul Purvis were, if anything slightly up on last year. Overall, there were a very average number of
sightings from a very average number of sites. All one can perhaps deduce from this ‗rag-bag‘ of facts is
that whilst there were probably losses they certainly weren‘t catastrophic. Recently, this has been
confirmed by the preliminary results from the BTO Constant Effort Sites (CES) Survey. This suggested
that there had been a 20% fall in wren numbers compared with the 5-year average: as a partial
compensation, and as usually happens when adult numbers fall, the productivity was 14% up on the
average.
DUNNOCK (Prunella modularis) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This is a widespread and successful resident throughout the area; there were no records this year from the
top end of the Dale and only a single sighting of 2 birds at Grimwith. It is rather more common in the
south than the north and is a common garden species recorded in approaching 60% of reporting gardens.
Juveniles were recorded between 4th May and 27th July including several seen in gardens. Most people
reporting garden visits noted that, typically, 1 or 2 birds were seen daily.
ROBIN (Erithacus rubecula) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/increasing.
A familiar and much-loved resident present in good numbers throughout the area. Identifying the juveniles
of some species may sometimes prove a challenge to the average birder but there is no mistaking the young
robin with its delightfully speckled front. Juveniles were reported between 15th April and 15th August: a
sighting of young in an Addingham garden was reported to be the third brood of the year. Many of the
records of young were from people‘s gardens.
BLACK REDSTART (Phoenicurus ochruros)
003 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce passage visitor.
This is a species which, although still rare, we appear to be seeing more frequently. First seen in 1951 it
was recorded in only 5 more years up to the end of the century. Since 2000 it has been recorded in 5 of the
11 years. The reasons for this apparent change are not clear although movements of this species are
complex and not well defined. About 500 birds winter in the UK, mainly on the south and south-western
coasts of England. There are also a (very variable) few tens of pairs which breed here, although many
breeding territories are vacated in the winter. In the spring and autumn passage birds are generally en-route
between breeding grounds in central Europe and wintering grounds in the western Mediterranean. We owe
our first sighting this year to the Yorkshire Post, which reported a female on an Addingham garden fence
on 25th March. Around the same time there was a passage bird recorded at Stainburn on the 27th which was
still around on the 28th (BOG). In the autumn there were a number of sightings along the Yorkshire coast
in the first week in August, whilst locally birds were seen in the Glovershaw area on the 2 nd and in
Wharfedale at the entrance to an old wooden storage barn on Addingham Moorside on the 3rd (both BOG).
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COMMON REDSTART (Phoenicurus phoenicurus)
088 Sightings/34 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing.
It is a welcome change to be able to report on one of our ‗special‘ birds that appears to be doing reasonably
with only a 2% drop in national population since 1995: the number of sites where the species is recorded in
our area has been relatively constant over the past 3 years at between 32 and 34 sites. Local support for the
proposal that it was doing well came from a regular Washburn-watcher who said that it had been another
good year with good numbers there (PBR). On the other hand a regular birder in upper Wharfedale
reported he had really struggled to see this species this year (BT). Notwithstanding this last comment, this
continues to be a species which is rather better represented in upper than mid Wharfedale (at 19 sites c.f.
15). In the north the majority of records are from around Grass Wood and along Langstrothdale; in the
south from the Washburn. There were several records from Littondale – all along the dale from
Hawkswick, Arncliffe, Litton and Foxup – but all of single birds. At the top end of the Dale there were
numerous records from south of Starbotton right along to Oughtershaw with the greatest concentration
between Yockenthwaite and Cray when 7 males heard on 15th May (PD&JBP). Other good counts
included 6 around Wood Nook near Threshfield on 3rd May, in Strid Wood on the 5th May and in Grass
Wood on 17th (all SG): the Strid Wood record is a little surprising since it is the site which always attracts
the greatest number of (non-local) people looking for this species but doesn‘t usually attract the species in
such good numbers. Elsewhere there were reports of 4 in Norwood Bottom and 4 in Folly Hall Wood: one
of the 3 males seen at John o‘Gaunts was in a group of small birds attacking a little owl. There were
several records of breeding. In the south 2 nests at Low Snowden produced 13 juveniles from 15 eggs, all
ringed plus a female, and there was a family including 4 juveniles feeding near Ellars Wood and 2
juveniles at John o‘Gaunts. In the north birds were seen carrying food at Litton and Birks Fell and there
were juveniles above Bastow Wood, at Long Ashes and at Litton.
WHINCHAT (Saxicola rubetra)
022 Sightings/10Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population in decline.
Both the whinchat and its close cousin, the stonechat, struggled in the decades after the last war because of
habitat loss and/or cold winters. The whinchat is a long-range migrant wintering in sub-Saharan Africa: by
comparison, some of the stonechats migrate south in the winter (but only as far as the Mediterranean basin)
with the remainder staying close to their breeding area. However, the succession of warm winters in recent
years has swung the balance massively in favour of the stonechat – until this year! The whinchat has been
recorded at between 6 and 8 sites each year since 2005 – and this year managed 10, but this hides a
massive reduction in their presence during the breeding season. In the south the species is just about
hanging on as a breeding bird with reasonably regular records (12 of the total of 22 sightings) of up to 3
birds during the breeding season from only two sites: one, on Rombalds Moor, being the same as last year,
the other from Barden Moor, which has been a regular site in previous years but from which there were no
records last year. There were early (late April and May) and late (late August onwards) sightings
presumably of passage birds, from Stainburn, Scargill, Low Snowden, Addingham Moorside, Chelker, and
from Buckden Pike in the north: the peak counts of the year were from these sites with 10 birds at
Stainburn on 18th and 21st September (BOG) and 8 on the Snowden Carr Road on 31st August (PBR).
There was one breeding record of an adult feeding 2 juveniles on Rombalds Moor on 8 th July. There was
one other record – from the north, and a particularly interesting one. A bird was heard singing above Gateup Gill above Grimwith on 30th May (BT). There is the possibility that this could have been a breeding
bird but the area is little visited and there were no other records of any species from that area.
COMMON STONECHAT (Saxicola torquata)
020 Sightings/08 Sites
Part resident/scarce breeder/passage/winter visitor: population increasing (until last 2 years!).
I have reported in previous Reviews how the stonechat population has grown steadily over the last 15 years
helped by a succession of warm winters, in fact the four fold increase since 1995 is one of the biggest of
any species. Now the last two cold winters have taken their toll in our area at least with many members
reporting they had failed to see this species there this year, and with very few places where you could
reliably hope to see one. The statistics below (which are also shown graphically in the Introduction) says it
all:
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Sightings
Sites: north
Sites: south
Sites: total

2005
72
5
27
32

2006
60
7
21
28

2007
107
13
20
33

2008
74
11
21
32

2009
60
6
17
23

2010
20
3
5
8

In the north, the three records were all in the Grassington area with two, rather strangely, of breeding. A
probable juvenile was seen in the quarry near Litton on 28th June, there was 1 bird on Threshfield Moor on
12th June, and there was a female with 4 young at Wood Nook on 2nd July. In the south over 80% of all
sightings came from only two reliable sites, Barden Moor and Whetstone Gate, the latter being on the
southern edge of the WNS area with birds often seen just outside. Three pairs were reported at the first site
on 24th June (PD&JBP). An adult was seen feeding at least one juvenile on Barden Moor on 19 th May,
whilst adults with 1 or 2 juveniles were seen at Whetstone Gate on 1st and 28th July. Elsewhere there was a
single sighting from Snowden Moor on 5th May (PBR), the only Washburn record this year. There was an
adult with 2 juveniles on Hammerthorn Hill near the Valley of Desolation on 10 th August and 1 at the
VisMig site on Stainburn Moor on 30th September.
WHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe)
131 Sightings/41 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable.
It was very much a typical year for this species with sightings received from right across the moors of mid
Wharfedale and the Washburn and from upper Wharfedale although, as usual, with significantly more
(70% of the total) from the latter area. This species typically returns to our area sometime in the last 10
days of March but this year Birdguides reported a very early bird in Yorkgate Quarry on the Chevin on 8th
March: at the time there had only been reports of 1 or 2 birds in the south of the country36. After that early
start the next were a more normal 17th with 1 on Hawksworth Moor followed by 4 males at Lea Green37
and 1 at Whetstone Gate by 21st. As usual records from Hebden Beck are good indicators of the rate at
which new birds are arriving. There were 4 birds there on the 27th which had grown to 10 by the following
day. As happened last year it was not a year for high counts with Hebden Beck again recording the highest
count of 17 on 9th April. Elsewhere there were 6+ pairs on Grassington Moor between Yarnbury and
Mossdale on the 17th, 11 on Old Cote Moor on the 24th with similar numbers in May at Penyghent Fell and
Dowber Gill. In the south the highest count was 10 from the VisMig site on Stainburn Moor (but minimal
records of passage birds from there), otherwise only 7 in the Reva Hill area in late April. There were
numerous reports of breeding all from the northern moors with a bird seen carrying food on 6 th June at
Dowber Gill; the first juvenile was seen 5 days later on Old Cote Moor with the last sighting of 10 juvenile
on 15th August at Lea Green.
RING OUZEL (Turdus torquatus)
027 Sightings/11 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population declining.
This is a species whose distribution is sufficiently restricted that the BTO cannot estimate population and
population trends using their usual surveys, although species-specific surveys in 1988 and 1999 showed a
58% reduction over that period. However the parlous state of this species was highlighted in a BTO Press
Release in March which reported that the species was in serious trouble in the Welsh uplands. A 1970
survey there had estimated there were 500 pairs in Wales but this had dropped to no more than 400 pairs in
1999; now it is thought the number could be as low as 100 breeding pairs. The situation for this species in
our area mirrors that for the yellow wagtail, i.e. it is now a passage bird in the south but with a small,
perhaps slowly declining population in the north. However, after the gloomy prospects last year the
situation in the north seems a bit brighter with records from 7 sites: this is the same as 2006 and 2007
This is the second time this has happened in recent years. In 2008 BTO reported a small influx of birds in the first half of
February (with the comment that it was becoming increasingly difficult call with the occasional bird of unlikely species recorded
wintering in the UK. During this first half of that February there had been reports of garganey, stone curlew, sandwich terns, swallows,
wheatear and ring ouzel)! Our record was the result of a BTO Atlas walk with a female wheatear reported close to Twelve Apostles on
10th February.
36

The wheatear is one of our earliest returning migrants. It is one of those species where the males arrive first (after a leisurely
return from areas south of Sahara) with females following 1 or 2 weeks later. A pair often pairs up again from previous year.
37
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which were followed by 2 and 5 sites in the subsequent years. To some extent this reflects the impact of
BTO Atlas surveys, although another way of looking at this is that these surveys are exploring areas which
are visited less frequently than usual. This perhaps leads one to pose the question ‗Is the pressure of
visitors visiting the moors driving them further into the depths of the vast moorlands above the Dales?‘
Checking on the presence of this shy species is always a rather hit-and-miss task as they roam widely over
the moors, but it seems likely that pairs were present in 4 northern locations - with probably 2 pairs at one
and with one site a new one. To add to the positive feelings there was a record of a female carrying food
on 10th July (JF). There was even a moment of hope in the south this year when a pair turned up at a
traditional breeding site on Burley Moor and were still there 24 hours later (but were not seen thereafter):
the species last turned up at this spot to breed in 2003 but were not seen there after 5 th May in that year
leading to speculation that the pair may have moved on after the inclement weather in April spoilt any
breeding attempts. At the start of the year there were passage birds at Stainburn – 1 on 28th February and 2
on 23rd March – and 3 at Addingham Moorside on 20th April (where a well-watched site there is producing
some interesting records especially at migration times). In the autumn there were birds on Barden Moor
and Fell on 11th October with 4 on the moor at Stainburn on 6th November.
BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
It remains a common and widespread breeding bird across the whole area; it is present throughout the year,
with winter numbers being enhanced by the influx of continental migrants. In fact the extent of its
presence doesn‘t just apply to our area. The BTO Atlas survey is showing that this species is found in
more surveyed squares during the winter than any other one: it is the third most widespread species during
the breeding season (after the chaffinch and wren). Large counts can be made in most parts of the area at
the right time of the year, with the larger counts in the south. At the start of the year circuits at Otley
usually produce good counts with a peak of 14 in January. Elsewhere, around Otley at the start of the year
there 15 at Clifton on 2nd January whilst 18 birds were feeding on bread fried in dripping put out on an
Otley garden lawn on the 3rd. Later there were 13 in Middleton Woods early in March and in Gallows Hill
in July. In the north there were 9 between Barden Bridge and Howgill and 7 at Park Scar, both in June.
There were widespread reports of breeding, including a good number of records from member‘s gardens,
with young seen between 15th April and 26th August. Blackbirds appeared to be everywhere at the end of
the year with 27 and 26 counted on Otley circuits in November and December and 16 in an Otley garden in
December.
FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris)
130 Sightings/48 Sites
Common winter/passage visitor.
The species is well reported throughout the region, although there a limited number of records from the
north (15%) this year and flocks sizes there were limited at the start of the year, i.e. the peak count was
only 25 in early April. Southern flock sizes at the start of the year were significantly smaller than last year,
mostly of only a few birds; the largest counts in January were only 87 at the Barden View Point, 60 at
Spicy Gill and 40 at Clifton compared with 300 last year. Subsequently southern sightings followed the
usual pattern with most counts in the mid-teens until March when there were large pre-departure flocks
with 250+ at Denton, 200 at Addingham Moorside and 150 at Farnley Lake and Draughton. Passage birds
at Stainburn were recorded in each of the first four months with 401 in March and with a big rush of 1330
in April with 550 on the last day of passage on the 11th, although there were still 49 birds present on the
moor on the 24th. In the autumn there was nothing to match the massive arrival that happened last year.
The first passage birds over Stainburn were on October 16th when 197 were counted, although there was
the occasional local sighting before then. The press reported large numbers arriving in the UK on the 20 th
and locally 6,705 were recorded at Oxenhope and 1600 were seen flying west over Addingham Moorside.
Subsequently, there were several good counts in the south with the largest of ~1,000 coming into roost at
Timble on the 30th and 1st November. In the north the first bird was recorded in a Grassington garden on
14th October with good counts of 450 at Birks Wood on 19th November and 180 on Threshfield Moor on
24th December. However, the most significant feature of the year for this species was the number of
garden records (40 - 45% of reporting gardens) since the fieldfare is a shy bird which only enters gardens
in extremis: figures are given in the introduction.
SONG THRUSH (Turdus philomelos)
107 Sightings/49 Sites
Common breeding resident: population still apparently increasing.
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This year there were extensive sightings throughout the region with most sightings of 1 or 2 birds: there
were reported to be good numbers around in the Washburn during the spring. There were numerous
records of breeding; the first record of an adult carrying food was 11th April, whilst juveniles were recorded
between 3rd May and 118th August. The species was well recorded in members‘ gardens with several
seeing young.
REDWING (Turdus iliacus)
085 Sightings/35 Sites
Common winter/passage visitor.
The birds we see in this country generally come from Russia and winter across Western Europe down into
Iberia. A bird which winters one year in the UK can turn up in another country the next year and some of
the birds we see are just passing through. This smaller thrush is particularly susceptible to bad weather –
and was the second most-commonly reported casualty of the 1962/3 winter. In cold weather it is driven
into woodland and gardens rather more readily than the fieldfare. Large flocks are also more likely than
fieldfares to break up into smaller groups or singletons. This species is a rare breeder in the UK and has
been one of the casualties of warmer summers. It first attempted to breed in 1932 and has bred every year
since 1941. Numbers peaked in the early 1980s with up to 80 territories in Scotland (above the great Glen)
but numbers have now fallen to as few as 4-6 pairs annually. This species is usually recorded throughout
the region, albeit from rather fewer sites than the fieldfare (typically ~40 c.f. ~50). However, this year
there were no records from the north at the start of the year. In the south most of the largest flocks in the
early months were from Denton with up to 60; there were also 50 over Middleton Woods and 30 at High
Royds and Ben Rhydding. Unlike the fieldfare there were no records of pre-departure flocks and the
season dribbled to an end with no records of large passage flocks at Stainburn; the largest count during
April was only 5 with the last record of a single bird at the Yew Tree Pub in Otley on the 14 th. In the
autumn, and as usual, redwings arrived before the fieldfare with 36 passage birds at Stainburn on 26th
September. The few counts in the first week in October were of small numbers until a large arrival over
Stainburn of 3,912 on the 9th. The first record from the north was of 4 birds along Threshfield Moor Lane
on the 10th. Like the fieldfare the redwing is only tempted into gardens in the coldest weather and is most
common in January. It was to prove an excellent year for garden records with Ilkley gardens reporting
peak counts, sometimes in mixed flocks of 20 to 30 at the start and end of the year: the issue is discussed in
the introduction.
MISTLE THRUSH (Turdus viscivorus)
110 Sightings/52 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing.
The species is widespread throughout the region (there was one Grimwith sighting in October this year –
after none last year): it appears to be doing well. It is easily observed virtually throughout the year,
although does become rather more elusive when moulting in summer. It is usually recorded in ones and
twos although 50 were seen over an Askwith house on 14th August. There were records of juveniles
between 23rd April and 12th August. There were fewer garden records reported than for song thrushes
(only 13 c.f. 17, which is nevertheless a rather smaller difference than one might expect) and one breeding
record of a bird seen chasing blackbirds away from its nest in an Otley garden in early May.
GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locuctella naevia)
007 Sightings/02 Sites
Rare visitor.
There were some interesting records from Otley where several people heard a bird reeling in the reedbeds
between the 25th and 27th April (DA, K&PL, PD&JBP, E&PS and PBR). Subsequently, although people
went down regularly there was only one further record on 16th June (DA). There was one other brief
record of a bird reeling on Ilkley Moor below White Wells on 8 th May (PD&JBP). The shrub area below
White Wells looks like an interesting spot to look for passage migrants with a lesser whitethroat heard
there last year.
SEDGE WARBLER (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus)
010 Sightings/07 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population stable.
BTO figures for population trends over the last 40 years show the number of reed warblers have increased
whilst sedge numbers have remained rather static. Can this help to explain the disparate success of these
species in our area? In 2004 there were 3 or 4 pairs of sedge warbler at OW, 2 pairs with young at
Fewston and a bird singing at Grimwith. In that same year we had our first record of a reed warbler
breeding at Otley with 2 young ringed. The sedge perhaps hit their peak in 2006 and 2007 when in the
latter year there were 5 or 6 young at Otley, an adult with 3 young at Fewston, 7 birds singing at Chelker, 2
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pairs at Grimwith and 1 singing at Ben Rhydding gravel pits. Now, from 2008 onwards, there have been
no records of breeding anywhere in the area. The statistics for this year are probably a bit misleading since
activity in the area was minimal. It appears there were probably up to 4 birds at Otley from late April, but
they only stayed for about a month. From the end of April until the end of May there were records of what
could all have been passage birds with 4 birds singing at Chelker (a good number but where breeding has
never been proved), a bird singing at Ben Rhydding gravel pits and single birds at John o‘Gaunts and in
Norwood Bottom: there was also a rare record from Oughtershaw on 15 th May. However, perhaps the
most unusual record was from an Addingham garden on 8th May (DLR), who reported a third garden
sighting after the previous two in 2001 and 2002.
REED WARBLER (Acrocephalus scirpaceus)
014 Sightings/02 Sites
Passage visitor/Scarce breeding migrant.
Compared with the previous entry the presence of this species in our area has perhaps always been modest
as it has been virtually a single site species. However, its presence at Otley has continued to develop since
breeding was first recorded. 2006 was an excellent year with 3 adults and 12 young were ringed: this year
12 birds were ringed of which all but two were adults (AJ): four had been ringed before. There was also a
first possible record from Ben Rhydding of a bird singing on 10th May.
LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia curruca)
001 Sightings/01Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population fluctuates but currently in decline.
The situation for this species returned to the status quo when a bird was seen and heard (PBR) from the
most consistently reliable site on Quarry Hill, above Lindley Wood on 16th June – after not being recorded
there .last year.
COMMON WHITETHROAT (Sylvia communis)
014 Sightings/09 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable.
This is primarily a species of the south of the region with the only records from the north from one site in
2007 (Grimwith) and 2 in 2009 (Wood Nook near Threshfield) and a passage bird at Oughtershaw. There
were no records this year. In the south local confidence in this species tends to ebb and flow from year to
year with good years in 2007 and 2009 (10 southern sites) following poor ones in 2006 and 2008 (4 and 6
sites respectively); on this basis 2010 with 9 sightings must be rated ‗not bad‘. Overall the long-term trend
would seem to be a slow local improvement with the occasional set-back. This appears in line with what is
happening nationally where there has been a 20% improvement since 1995. Gallows Hill continues to be
the stronghold for the species in the area with several records during the summer including 3 birds
recorded in mid-June and an adult with a juvenile on 27th July, which was the only breeding record this
year. There were also 2 and possibly 3 pairs at Pool Mill. Washburn records were confined to 1 bird along
Norwood Bottom (May and August) and 2 singing males on Sandwith Moor in late June (and with 2
records from Stainburn). There were also records from the Chevin (early May) and Whetstone Gate (midAugust), both of which may have been of passage birds.
GARDEN WARBLER (Sylvia borin)
048 Sightings/25 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable.
The records for this species were perhaps the most unexpected of the year. There are usually records from
between 20 and 23 sites of which, typically, 5 have been from the north (with a spread between 4 and 7).
This year there were records from 14 northern sites, spread throughout the north and even including
Grimwith! The most northerly record was from Hubberholme with Littondale records as far up as Litton.
This remarkable result was probably a direct result of BTO surveys. Most of the sightings were of single
singing males but there were records of 2 birds at both Grass and Lower Grass Wood. This suggests the
species is far more prevalent in the north than we realised. By comparison it was a poor year in the south
although Norwood Bottom (between Lindley Wood and Dob Park Bridge) remains the stronghold for this
species with at least 7 on 29th April; there was also a surprising high count of 5 from Otley. Half of the
breeding records were from the north with a bird seen nest building at Kettlewell on 28 th April and another
seen carrying food on 28th June at Litton. There were records of young from Gallows Hill and Strid Wood.
There was one garden record – from Addingham on 17th August, where one was also recorded last year.
BLACKCAP (Sylvia atricapilla)
116 Sightings/51 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor/winter visitor: population increasing.
Birds from southern Germany have been wintering in the UK since the 1960s in increasing numbers,
arriving in September and October and feeding on natural foods in woodland until the end of the year when
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they move into gardens38. Now German research is suggesting that its population is beginning to split into
two wintering groups which breed side-by-side but are developing slightly different characteristics. The
birds wintering in the UK fly 300 miles to England where they partly rely on food provided by humans; the
others fly 600 miles to Spain where they feed on olives and berries. It is claimed that UK-wintering birds
are developing smaller, rounder wings and beaks (the latter to cope with bread and nuts rather than olives),
their characteristics consistent with their shorter migration and different food sources. It is suggested this
change has occurred over a few decades, i.e. 30 generations and 50 years. Will these changes lead to two
separate species? This is by no means clear but humans are clearly having a profound effect on this
species. Returning to more immediate matters, it is a pleasure to be able to record that numbers of this
attractive species continue to increase with a 61% increase in the BTO Breeding Bird Survey since 1995.
This was another species which seems to have benefited from the BTO survey and Gerald Light‘s efforts in
the north with records from 20 sites there c.f. the usual 10-12 with a previous peak of 14. They were
numerous records in the Grassington area and at the top end of the Dale all the way along to Greenfield.
There were fewer records from Littondale – from Hawkswick, Litton and Halton Gill – and there were no
records from Grimwith. Records were usually of single birds but there were records of 4 singing males in
the grounds of Scargill house, and 2 from Water‘s Laithe, both Grass and Lower Grass Wood, Litton and
Starbotton. The species is also widespread in the south and in greater numbers. As in the north, it seems
to have been a good year. As with the garden warbler their stronghold remains Norwood Bottom, with 8
recorded between Lindley Wood and Ellars Wood on 26th April. However there were good counts from
other sites with 7 at Gallows Hill in mid-June and 5 at Knotford Nook (April) and Otley and Strid Wood
(May). The only records of breeding were of juveniles at John o‘Gaunts, Gallows Hill and Bolton Bridge.
As usual, most of the garden records were in the winter despite the extreme conditions this year. There
were brief January visits to Ilkley and Addingham gardens but an extended presence in Menston where a
male was seen daily throughout January from the 9th: in the following two months up to 2 males and a
female were seen there daily until 20th March (K&PL)! At the end of the year the Menston garden again
recorded another extended presence during December: there were briefer visits to Otley and Ilkley gardens.
A splendid picture with a February letter in the Telegraph highlighting how a blackcap was totally
dominating the bird table in a Surrey garden driving all other birds away: the picture showed a distinctly
cowed starling towering over the blackcap but obviously wishing it could be somewhere else!
WOOD WARBLER (Phylloscopus sibilatrix)
014 Sightings/02 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant: population declining at an accelerating rate in recent years.
The occasional year of optimism over this species is increasingly interspersed with periods of gloom over
its future in our area. Strid Wood continues to provide virtually all the sightings with several sightings
variously described as 2 or a pair – but perhaps one should treat with some caution a single record of 4
singing birds on 30th May (BOG)? With no records from Grass Wood in the north, where they had been
seen for the last 4 years, or from anywhere in the Washburn, the one bit of good news was of a bird heard
singing several times in Heber‘s Ghyll during June; they had not been recorded there since 2007. This
perhaps emphasises the need to check traditional sites for declining species, even after they miss a year.
There was a rare record of a bird in Strid Wood carrying nesting material on 6th May and food on 14th June.
CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus collybita)
126 Sightings/34 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
All this splitting of species may be doing wonders for people‘s life lists but it sure makes life difficult for
the average birder! This year Yorkshire enjoyed only its second visit by an Iberian chiffchaff (whose call,
I am assured sounds quite different from our own variety) – the first was in 2004 and the latest at Potteric
Carr for the first three weeks of June. Fortunately, in our area, the only challenge continues to be counting
the good numbers with which we are still blessed! As usual, most of the records from the north were of
single birds up until the end of May and, at the end of the summer, in September and October, i.e. possibly
of passage birds. However, birds were recorded singing in Skirethorns Quarry, Threshfield twice up to 16th
June and at Birks Bank Wood on 6th July. In the south and as usual, they were well recorded from Ben
Rhydding to the east but with only an occasional record from the west; there were 5 singing in Strid Wood
on 6th May and ‗large numbers‘ 5 days later, but subsequently only one record of 2 birds in mid-July. As
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We in fact had our first winter record in 1959 but they have only been recorded every year since 1980.
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usual there were good numbers along Norwood Bottom at the start of the season with a peak count of 17
on 6th April between Lindley Wood and Folly Hall; also in Gallows Hill (11 on 11th), Knotford Nook (8 on
11th), Middleton Woods (9 on 14th) and Timble Ings (15+ on 21st). High counts in June included Timble
Ings, Knotford Nook and Gallows Hill (6-8). There were 4 records of breeding with young in the
Washburn (2 sites), at Gallows Hill and from the edge of the Addingham golf course between 27th May and
9th August. There were 7 garden records from Menston, Otley, Burley (3), Addingham and Kilnsey.
WILLOW WARBLER (Phylloscopus trochilus)
153 Sightings/72 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
Records were received from across the region and, unlike other warblers, it seems quite happy to spread up
onto the moors. High counts can occur anywhere in the region. In the north and up until the end of May
there were 22 between Linton Church and Lower Grass Wood, 21 at Greenfield and 18 in Grass Wood: in
June there were 23 at Grimwith, 19 in Greenfield, 15 at Scargill House and 13 at Yockenthwaite. In the
south and also until the end of May, there were 30 in Timble Ings, 18 around Fewston, 15 in Norwood
Bottom, 14 in Haverah Park, 13 in Heber‘s Ghyll and 12 around the Tarn and lower moors in Ilkley. There
were several records of birds carrying food during June with the first juveniles recorded on the 17 th. The
species was recorded in about 20% of gardens and bred in a Kilnsey garden
GOLDCREST (Regulus regulus)
065 Sightings/31 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
This species, it is becoming
clear, was one of the biggest
losers (nationally) of the two
cold winters so it is worth
pausing to look briefly at the
evidence in more detail. Much
of it relates to the 2008/9 winter
since it is a little early to expect
many statistics for the last
winter.
The first evidence
comes from BTO Atlas surveys in Gloucester where the local representative noticed a big fall in the
numbers of goldcrests (records/hour) in the 2009 January/February survey compared with sightings at the
start of the winter and in the previous 2007/9 winter (see left-hand chart). Now there are three possible
reasons for this reduction – higher mortality, large-scale movements and local movement between habitats:
it seems likely that all three occurred. The BTO Garden Watch shows that birds did indeed flood into
gardens with the right-hand chart showing a significantly higher proportion of gardens recording birds.
Now we find from the BTO 2009 BBS survey, published in mid-2010, that there was indeed a massive
population reduction of 50% in 2009. So we come to the 2009/10 winter. BTO Garden Watch show a big
fall in birds visiting gardens, which tends to confirm the decline in the overall population. There was an
overall fall of 48 % in gardens recording the species across the UK during January to March with the
highest falls (60%) in Scotland, the West Country and East Anglia; the fall in Yorkshire and Humberside
was 48%. So to what extent is all this reflected in our local records? The following tables show trends in
the number of sightings (and sites) and the number of members‘ gardens where the species was recorded:
Sightings
Sites

2005
70
34
% gardens

2006
105
44
2008
25 - 30

2007
75
38
2009
30 - 40

2008
93
37

2009
55
29

2010
65
31

2010
18

These figures would seem to be broadly in line with national trends. The species is unobtrusive and
elusive but appears to be present throughout the recording area at suitable sites, particularly around stands
of conifers, although almost 90% of records were from the south with almost half of the total sightings
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recorded in the well-watched Washburn, where Timble is always a reliable place to see the species39. The
only breeding record was from Greenfield on 22nd June. Perhaps to finish on a note of hope; I enjoyed
watching birds coming into the fat balls in my garden daily through much of the 2008/9 winter. In March
of last year they disappeared but now, at the end of September, I have just had my first garden sighting for
18 months!
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa striata)
061 Sightings/38 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population decreasing at accelerating rate but with a good
presence in the north of the region.
BTO population curves show both species of flycatcher are struggling at the moment. The spotted
flycatcher remains significantly easier to see in upper than in mid Wharfedale (with typically around 60%
of sightings from there and with records from typically around 20 sites in the north and 15 in the south):
this is the reverse of the situation for the pied flycatcher. In the north there were as many sightings from
the top end of the Dale as around Grassington; in Littondale the only records were from Hawkswick and
Halton Gill but there was even one record from Grimwith. Sightings were usually of a single bird,
occasionally 2, but with 3 in Hebden Beck (May) and Grass Wood (August); the 4 at Hubberholme in midMay, may well have been new-arrivals. In the south, although a regular Washburn watcher reported seeing
only one this year, half of the southern sightings were eventually from there. The autumn passage brought
sightings of 5 birds at Barden View Point, Heber‘s Ghyll and, just outside the area to the south, from High
Moor Plantation. Considering the difficulties in seeing this species there were a very respectable number
of records of breeding (9); two of these were from gardens – but with very different outcomes. In Manor
Park members were devastated when they got back from holiday to find 4 chicks had been predated, whilst
in Kilnsey a pair raised two broods in a nest box.
PIED FLYCATCHER (Ficedula hypoleuca)
038 Sightings/12 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly declining.
This species is rarer in the north than the spotted flycatcher is in the south, with usually ~30% of sightings
from there (although 2009 was a bad year for northern records with only 15% from there). Records were
received from around Cray and Hubberholme and from Grass Wood and with one sighting in Littondale on
Park Scar: one of the Grass Wood sightings was of 3 birds. In the south all the records came from the
species two strongholds, Strid Wood and mid Washburn, with most of the Washburn records from around
Low Snowden and Folly Hall Wood. The highest counts in Strid Wood were 5 males and 3 females on one
occasion and 6 singing males on another; there were 4 along the Washburn. Colin Harrison‘s ringing
records in the Washburn showed how many birds there were in its Washburn stronghold with 58 young
ringed in 10 boxes: 7 of the 10 adult females were local birds which had been ringed in the Washburn in
2008 and 2009. Pete Roe‘s experiences were less encouraging. The main feature in his boxes (also mostly
in the Washburn but at two different sites from Colin‘s) is the slow decline in the number of occupied
boxes: 4 nests produced 22 young from 32 eggs at Low Snowden whilst in Dob Park Wood there were
only 2 nests, one of which produced 7 young from 8 eggs whilst 7 eggs were predated in the other; no birds
were heard in Middleton Woods this year.
LONG TAILED TIT (Aegithalos caudatus)
149 Sightings/45 Sites
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
The species is seen throughout mid Wharfedale and the Washburn, the latter appearing to be something of
a stronghold for them: there were also regular sightings at the well-watched Otley. There were regular
reports from the Grassington area but the species is generally significantly less common in the north
(although there were slightly more records from there this year than usual). It was recorded as far north as
Cray but only from Hawkswick in Littondale. High counts were 25+ along the river below Birks Wood
(July) and ~20 in Grass Wood in October. In the south, June sightings were 20-30 at Pool Mill, 20 in Strid
Wood and 15+ in Askwith: the highest Otley count was 20 in September and October. It is widely
reported from members‘ gardens with 2 records of family parties at Burley and Addingham.
MARSH TIT (Parus palustris)
011 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder (?): significant decline in recent.
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Andy Jowett, a local ringer, again ringed 50+ at Timble on 18th September.
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It was far and away the best year for this and the next species since I started as recorder in 2003 with
records received from 6 sites – yet again raising the question about whether this and the subsequent species
are possibly more widespread than we realise and easily missed? The major site for this species remains in
Haverah Park with 7 sightings throughout the year mainly from the woods below Scargill but with one
from the garden at the eastern end of Beaverdyke: most of the sightings were of a single bird but with 2
recorded on 18th August. However there were also records from two other sightings in the Washburn with
a bird recorded in a mixed flock over the river near Leathley Mill on 10 th February (PBR) and at Fewston
on 13th October (BOG). There were also 2 at Bull Coppy Wood on Barden Moor on 17 th March (BOG).
Finally, there were 2 passage birds at Stainburn on 21st March (BOG).
WILLOW TIT (Parus montanus)
008 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder (?): dramatic national decline in recent decades mirrored here.
A bird was seen in a Menston garden at weekends over a 2 or 3 week period in early August (PRo): it was
around on each occasion for about an hour between 4 and 5pm. Hopefully this may encourage members to
check any strange looking ‗coal tits‘ they may get in their garden. The observers at the Stainburn VisMig
site on 20th February had 6 minutes of song to confirm the identification of a bird there and, after
subsequent research on bird-song, suggested it might be a continental bird. There was also a report of 2
birds in the woods below Scargill on 8th April (JP). The chances of members being able to see this species
locally were to be transformed at the end of the year when a bird was seen on the feeders at Otley on 18 th
December and reported another four times before the end of the year.
COAL TIT (Parus ater)
115 Sightings/40 Sites
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
It appears to be doing well at suitable sites throughout the area and was frequently reported in gardens,
usually in ones and twos. Peak counts were 13 in Greenfield (January) and 10+ at Farnley Lake (February).
Most of the records of breeding were of young birds in people‘s gardens; they were recorded between 4th
June and 23rd July. The VisMig site recorded little movements of this species throughout the year until a
minor movement in September which died away the following month: the same pattern was also recorded
for the great and blue tits.
GREAT TIT (Parus major) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Clearly very common, widespread and successful throughout the region, although rarely the most common
small bird (which is usually the blue tit or chaffinch): it continues to be well reported in members‘ gardens.
There were a number of walks with large counts. Most were from the south although there were 11
singing between Grassington and Hebden in April. In the south large counts included the Chevin (25) and
Farnley Lake (19) in January, Middleton Woods (24) in February, 32 in Norwood Bottom between Lindley
Wood and Folly Hall and 18 on an Otley circuit (March). The first record of breeding was a bird carrying
nesting material near Hebden on 9th April and carrying food at Heber‘s Ghyll on 19th May with young
recorded between 23rd May and 9th August. Pete Roe‘s 27 nest boxes in mid Wharfedale produced 188
ringed young or 6.96/nest, which was the highest recorded since I started receiving records, the previous
highest being 6.26 last year40. Ringing gives useful information on bird movements but it has a valuable
secondary role of measuring the age of re-captured birds; Andy Jowett reported that a female caught at
Otley in early April had been first ringed there on 16th September 2004 – over 5 years old sounds a good
old age for a great tit although the BTO record is an amazing 13 years and 11 months!
BLUE TIT (Parus caeruleus) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
One of the commonest small birds both in the wild and in gardens, with young birds widely reported in
gardens in the summer. In the BTO Atlas surveys it has been recorded in the 4 th highest number of
surveyed squares in the winter (after blackbird, robin and chaffinch) although doesn‘t figure in the top 6
for breeding birds. There were innumerable records of breeding with the first of a bird collecting wool
from a wool pot in a Burley garden on 11th April and with records of young between 29th April and 23rd
August. Pete Roe‘s 32 nest boxes in mid Wharfedale produced 235 ringed young or 7.34/nest which, as
This may sound impressive but what it doesn’t show is that the occupancy of nest boxes at Dob Park, Nell Bank and Middleton
which is now only 30%, down from a historical figure of 60 – 65%.
40
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for the great tit, was the highest recorded since I started receiving records, the previous highest being 6.24
in 2007.
NUTHATCH (Sitta europaea)
104 Sightings/42 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population probably stable.
This species appears to be doing well throughout most of Wharfedale and the Washburn although, as usual,
there were no records from Grimwith and only 2 from the top end of the Dale. The highest count in the
north was 4 around Howgill on a walk between Barden Bridge and Waters Laithe and 3 heard at Knipes
Wood above Kettlewell both in late April, and at least 2 adults and a juvenile at Birk Bank Wood on 6 th
July. In the south, there was an amazing count of 13 in Middleton Woods in April, and with 8 in Norwood
Bottom between Lindley Wood and Folly Hall in the same month. It is getting difficult to remember that
this was once a scarce species in the Washburn and that re-colonisation is a fairly recent event. In fact
there were records all the way up the Washburn from Farnley Lake and the trout farm to the base of the
Thruscross dam and from Haverah Park. An adult was seen carrying food on 12th May with a pair bringing
in a juvenile to an Addingham garden feeder on 13th June, the earliest record and the only garden breeding
record this year. The latest record of young was a family on a Strid Wood feeder on 17 th August. Colin
Harrison who puts boxes up in mid - Wharfedale ringed 35 young from 5 broods.
TREECREEPER (Certhia familiaris)
089 Sightings/37 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing.
The species is rather less obvious than the nuthatch. Nevertheless, it is widely reported
from the south of the region, where it is present throughout much of the area albeit with a
very high proportion of sightings from the Washburn. Records are rather scarcer from
the north with most sightings from the Grassington area and the only other records from
Arncliffe and Halton Gill, and around Buckden (2). The species is rarely reported in
large numbers, usually only in ones and twos; the highest counts were 8 around Farnley
Lake (K&PL), some singing, in March and 5 along Norwood Bottom in May: at the end
of the year there were 5+ between Swinsty Hall and the car park in November. Birds
were seen carrying food on 12th May near Low Dam with juveniles recorded between 7th
May and 20th June: the earliest record arose when 4 young were ringed in a box at
Lindley Wood (CoH). The presence of this species in gardens is usually much rarer than
the previous species but this was not the case this year when there was a ‗glut‘ of
sightings: it was seen in 11 gardens or 25-30% only slightly less than the 14 gardens
reporting nuthatches. It was recorded from Menston (2), Burley (2), Askwith, Ben
Rhydding (2), Ilkley, Addingham, Grassington and Kilnsey.
RED-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanius collurio)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Very rare passage migrant
A bird was seen well and watched for some time in Hebden Beck on 7th June (JA), the only previous
records of this species being in 2001 and 2003. Birds are usually seen on passage – in the spring between
May and mid June (as they head for breeding sites in Scandinavia) and later between mid August and mid
October. It was a ‗red-letter‘ year in the UK for this species with the first successful breeding record in this
country for 18 years on Dartmoor (despite the attentions of convicted egg-thieves who were seen at their
protected site). The loss of this as a breeding species in the UK has been put down to the warmer, wetter
summers in the NW of Europe, the attractiveness of their subtly coloured eggs to collectors, loss of suitable
habitat and reduced numbers of insects because of increased use of insecticides.
GREAT GREY SHRIKE (Lanius excubitor)
010 Sightings/02 Sites
(Increasingly) rare passage migrant.
This appears to have been a very successful year for this species, which has become distinctly rarer in our
area in recent years. It was recorded annually between the mid 60s and mid 70s, whilst this was only the
sixth year it has been recorded since 1980 (although three of those years have been in the last four). The
first two records were hardly exciting being reported only on Birdguides. The first was a bird in Menston
on the High Royds Estate on 18th May, although a search by local birders failed to find it. In the autumn
there was a bird at Kettlewell on 10th October on the track up to Hag Dyke. There had been reports of
large numbers arriving in bad weather and on-shore winds from the end of September with the suggestion
by mid-October of a record arrival – over the Christmas holiday period Birdguides was to report birds at an
impressive 37 sites. We had to wait until the last month before we were warned of our ‗own‘ bird at
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Storiths above Bolton Abbey. It was first seen around 5th December by the local postman and by a
member of the public, Ros Leach, who reported the sighting to the WNS web-site and later provided
pictures. We were to discover later that Estate personnel had first seen it in late November. Successfully
finding this wide-ranging species depends on either luck or persistence and both were called for over the
next few days up until the last sighting on 14th December with some of us having to make three visits
before we managed a sighting (BOG, JF, RLe, K&PL, PD&JBP and E&PS). The limited local parking
spaces were much in demand during that period with the Buffers tea rooms doing good business as people
celebrated their success or drowned their sorrows41.
JAY (Garrulus glandarius)
084 Sightings/33 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
They are widespread and successful throughout the south of the region albeit with no strongholds, but
extremely rare in upper Wharfedale, possibly linked to the generally sparser woodland cover. The only
location where they are regular, although less so this year than in the last two, is around Grass Wood: this
year there were only two sightings from there in the spring. However, what was remarkable was a sighting
of 2 birds in Hawkswick on 14th October (DP *), only the second record from Littondale that Gerald Light
is aware of. In mid Wharfedale most of the records were of 1 and sometimes 2 birds but there were regular
sightings of up to 5 birds in Strid Wood throughout the year, 3 at Otley in the first quarter and 4 at Farnley
Lake in early March. In the summer there were family parties in an in Ilkley garden in early June and in
Addingham in July. The species was reported in almost 50% of member‘s gardens, usually infrequently
but occasionally daily over short periods.
MAGPIE (Pica pica) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable but increasing in urban environment.
It is a species which is seen far more than it is reported; for example, there were only records submitted
from 16 gardens this year c.f. 18 for the significantly rarer jay! This species is widespread and common
throughout the region with, unlike the jay, a reasonable presence in upper Wharfedale, although less than
15% of this year‘s records were from the north. A significant proportion of those northern records were
from around Grassington, where they are described as being common with 11 seen in Threshfield in
September (GL *). However, there were also good numbers of records from the top of the Dale where
there were records of 4 birds in Greenfield in February and May; there was only one record from
Littondale (of admittedly a family party), from Litton, and none from Grimwith. In the south records were
spread right across the region with no particular concentrations in, for example, the Washburn. As usual,
the species was a rare bird on the Bolton Abbey Estate with only 2 sightings from there, one whilst people
were looking for the shrike! There were far fewer records of single birds for this species compared with
others with many records of 2, 3, 4 or more. There was one southern record of a largish flock of birds with
a gathering of 13 birds in Ben Rhydding on 28th February, launching themselves off a neighbours roof and
flying across to the member‘s oak and returning. Good numbers were recorded regularly on Otley circuits
with peak count of 11 in April, November and December and 17 on a circuit of Stainburn Moor and
plantation in October.
JACKDAW (Corvus monedula) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
It is difficult to avoid the impression that it is probably the most obvious bird in Wharfedale. Large flocks,
and often mixed with rooks, are everywhere in winter (although few people bother to count flock sizes);
the species is less obvious on the moors where the crow is the commonest bird. These flocks also tended
to mask the fact that many of our smaller birds are now little in evidence in our winter countryside
(retreating to village gardens and farm buildings in their search for food). Most of the counts are of 10s of
birds but large flocks (>100) were reported. In the north, 200+ were seen flying towards Swinden Quarry
in small and medium groups from Linton on 1st January. In the south there were ~1,000 corvids, mainly
jackdaws, over Otley in mid - February whilst an early morning VisMig watch reported 650 leaving a roost
at Stainburn on 18th September. The first sign of breeding was of an adult collecting nesting material on
29th March. The complexities of nest building were well illustrated along the river at Grassington on 9th
April when members watched a pair trying to get a long twig into a nest inside a hole below the gutter of
41

As I write this a bird has just been recorded at the start of 2011 at Grimwith on 3rd January (BT).
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an old barn. One bird was outside the hole attempting to get the twig into the hole with its partner inside
doing its best to help. Birds were first seen carrying food on 5th May with the first records of juveniles
towards the end of June. There were records of jackdaws in about ⅓ of reporting gardens. For many it
was a rare visitor being seen only weekly or less frequently but, for some reason 2 nearby gardens in Ilkley
reported daily visits by good numbers at some times of year: in my own garden they were regular visitors
between April and September with a peak of 12 in the last month.
ROOK (Corvus frugilegus)
066 Sightings/29 Sites
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population probably increasing.
Rookeries are common at suitable wooded sites throughout much of Wharfedale and were well recorded
along the length of the Washburn and Littondale, although there were no records this year from the top end
of the Dale: as usual they were rare from the Bolton Abbey Estate. Records from Grimwith tend to be
limited to the summer after large numbers of red-legged partridge have been released and corvids flock in
for all the free food put out. Sightings are usually of a few tens of birds and the only records of large flocks
were from the VisMig site on Stainburn Moor where there were 250 in mid-February. This is the rarest
garden corvid visitor (excluding the raven) with it recorded in only 5 reporting gardens c.f. 15 for jackdaws
and 13 for crows. It was only reported to be a regular visitor to an Addingham garden feeder tray in
February and March. There were few breeding records or of rookery sizes with the largest count being 30
nests in Haverah Park. I was reminded they bred early when I watched young being fed at a small rookery
of 15 nests in Arncliffe on 24th April.
CARRION CROW (Corvus corone) (C)
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
It remains numerous throughout the area, including the high dales and moors, notwithstanding the
inevitable competition with game rearing interests. There are numerous records right across the region
with one exception – there were few records from the Bolton Abbey Estate (although in some years there
are none). Sightings are usually of pairs although counts of 10 or more were frequently reported on walks.
Once again there was a large count of 50 from Stainburn Moor but several counts of 10s including
Whitmore Farm, Thruscross (30+), Otley (20+), Haverah Park, Troller‘s Gill and Linton Bottoms (all 20).
There were few records of breeding although a juvenile was recorded in a Menston garden on 9 th July.
Although many people note birds overflying gardens they are rare visitors.
HOODED CROW (Corvus cornix)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Extremely rare passage visitor (but once a winter visitor).
Probably the most surprising and unexpected sighting of the year was of a bird on the hillside above
Hebden (near Bolton Beck) on 20th November (BT): Brendan Threlfall reported that he had picked it up
flying across the valley whilst watching Mossy Moor. He was subsequently able to watch it through his
telescope for a while determining that it was a ‗….classic hooded crow with no hint of any hybrid or
intergrade features‘. I have to admit my reaction when I first found the record on Birdguides was ‗How
unlikely‘ but it started an interesting chain of investigation. Contrary to one‘s first suspicion to wonder
what a Scottish bird would be doing down here, it will have been a continental passage bird. Now the
carrion crow42 occurs in two distinct populations – it is found over most of Asia in the east and there is also
a population in far western Europe including parts of Britain. These two populations are separated by the
hooded crow which occurs throughout northern and central Europe from the Arctic to the Mediterranean.
It is the northern breeding hooded crows that migrate43: those in Scotland are sedentary. This appears to be
one of those species whose habits have changed in recent decades, presumably because of the warmer
winters, and northern-breeding birds have become more sedentary and less likely to migrate – and this is
confirmed not only by Yorkshire records but also by the experience in our own region. Mather summarises
the situation in his 1986 ‗Birds of Yorkshire‘, i.e. that the species was apparently far more common in the
first part of the last century, especially along the coast, being very scarce inland, and with good numbers
over-wintering, but that the species is much scarcer now. Birds arriving along the coast in late September
It is believed that the carrion crow and the hooded crow became isolated during the ice age but not for sufficient time for them
to become reproductively isolated. Consequently, they interbreed freely in the regions where they overlap producing a fertile offspring of
intermediate colour. Since successful interbreeding is usually taken as a sign that birds must be of the same species they were regarded as
different races of the same species until the BOU split them in 2002.
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A bird ringed in Denmark in May 1925 was recovered near York in January 1926.
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would have departed by April or early May. Numbers started to fall away in the second half of the last
century with the most recent influxes in the autumn of 1960 (with many staying on until the following
spring when 70 were recorded on 21st February, and with smaller numbers at many locations along the
coast until 13th May), 1967 and 1976 (when there was a peak 39 at Spurn on 31st October). I was surprised
to discover that the species had been recorded in our own region in 11 years, but only once (in 1987) since
the mid-1970s. Most sightings appear to be of wintering birds, i.e. with records between December and
April. On all but one occasion the sightings were of single birds seen only once during the winter, but a
bird was present in the Burley area between November 1974 and the following March. Based on the
Birdguides data base, passage of this species is now extremely limited: over the past 5 years there have
usually been less than 10 records during October and November but this year there were ‗exceptional‘
numbers of around ~35.
RAVEN (Corvus corax)
057 Sightings/31 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population increasing.
In the past 25 years raven populations have recovered in many parts of the country with the BTO BBS
showing a 134% increase over the period 1994 – 2007. During this period there has been a dramatic 50%
decline in many wader species on UK uplands, e.g. lapwing, dunlin, golden plover, snipe and curlew. This
has led to the suggestion that ravens have been responsible and demands for licenses to cull them. RSPB
have now concluded a study based on their data from sites across 1,700 km2 of uplands which suggests
only a very weak association between raven increases and declines in lapwings and curlews, but that this
was not statistically significant. It was felt these changes were more likely due to habitat and vegetation
cover changes and to a general increase in other predators such as foxes. In our area sightings have been
remarkably consistent from year to year over the past 5 years. The species is better reported in the north of
the region than in the south, where many records are probably of passing birds: In the north it was reported
in most months from right across upper Wharfedale with ¼ of the northern sightings from Littondale; in
the south ⅓ of the sightings from Barden View Point with very few sightings from the Washburn (and all
of these from above the top end of Fewston). Most records were of 1 or 2 birds: in the north the largest
count was of 5 on Penyghent and Plover Fell in February. In the south there were several records of 4 birds
at Barden View Point and with 5 in August, presumably a family. There were mixed messages on
breeding. In one spot all 3 juveniles in a nest died when their parents disappeared. Elsewhere there was a
more encouraging sign when there was the first ever confirmed record in the Dales of this species nesting
in a tree, something that had been suspected for the previous two years. One interesting fact is that
evidence from other studies has shown that raven only appear to start nesting in trees when persecution
stops. Similarly in areas where persecution has ceased, ravens will start nesting in areas with high levels of
unintentional disturbances, e.g. close to footpaths.
STARLING (Sturnus vulgaris) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: serious national decline but probably stable in area.
The species is recorded in all parts of the region although sightings from the north were rather sparser than
from the south, as were numbers. In the south, records were spread throughout the region with no
particular concentrations and with perhaps a rather limited presence in the Washburn and the Bolton Abbey
Estate (based on the number of records received). Undoubtedly, the greatest concentrations on this species
were observed at the Stainburn Moor at the VisMig site with peak counts on the moor of 1,500 in March
and 1,200 in September and December during the periods of peak passage rates. Other than that, the
highest counts of the year occurred during the first quarter, mainly from the south, including Snowden
Moor (400) and Askwith, Denton and Grimwith (200-300). In the last quarter (and again excluding
Stainburn) counts were much lower with only one count of 100 – in Burley in mid-October. The first
record of birds carrying food was on 5th May with the first juveniles seen at the end of the month – when
15 were reported in a Burley garden on the 28th. Flocks of adults and juveniles were recorded through until
8th August. The species was seen in ~40 – 50% of reporting gardens but members‘ experiences were very
varied. A flock of 120 swirled around an Otley house in early March, whilst a Menston garden reported
daily visits peaking at 24 in October and a Threshfield garden had 17 in December: others reported the
species a rare visitor and I did not get my first (and only) 1 until 4th May with a brief visit of a single bird!
HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)
052 Sightings/26 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population has decreased but probably currently stable.
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This species has undoubtedly declined in the area in accordance with the national trend over at least the
last 25 years as measured by the BTO (with a 68% reduction since 1970). There were reasonable numbers
of records from across the region although it is a species which is not well reported and many healthy
flocks go unreported. Records were received from urban areas and with quite a few records from the
villages and farm complexes in upper Wharfedale, many of which appear to have healthy populations. As
usual there is usually the odd record of good flock size in the north with perhaps 40-50 around Kettlewell
in May: perhaps the most pleasurable record, though, was from Hawkswick where 4 were recorded on 24 th
December with the comment that they were ‗...the first ones knowingly seen in Hawkswick‘. In the south I
did a BTO walk around Bramley Head in early November. I had walked through a countryside which
seemed devoid of small birds when I got to a farm where the farmer was interested in and enthusiastic
about birds and fed them. The trees were ‗dripping‘ with birds including a very active and vocal flock of
house sparrows: the farmer‘s only complaint – the too frequent visits by a sparrowhawk family to his bird
feeders! It just shows what can be done! In the south the extent of under-reporting is highlighted by the
fact that over 40% of the records were from member‘s gardens, although one regular record from the
Washburn confirmed a flock was still hanging on at Brown Bank Farm with a small flock of 15 there. The
first record of breeding was of a bird collecting wool from a wool pot in a Burley garden on 15th April with
juveniles recorded between 28th May and 20th July. The species was reported from ~30% of members‘
gardens. This is a species which is very gregarious and loyal to its site so for most of the year does not
wander far. People either have the species in their garden or they don‘t. A Burley garden was pleased to
report that a small number had been present throughout the year for the first time ever: in Ilkley there was a
report of a juvenile visiting a garden in mid-June, the first time in 13 years.
TREE SPARROW (Passer montanus)
038 Sightings/16 Sites
Rare breeding resident: local population may be slowly recovering in line with national trends.
The transformation in the fortune of this delightful little bird is one of the great delights of my period as
recorder. In the year before I took over, Knotford Nook was the main centre and the 2002 report stated:
‗Sightings generally restricted to Knotford where a maximum of 10 birds was seen on January 5 th. There were
two nests at this site yielding 6 and 4 young respectively. The only other sites involved were Otley GP with 7 on
August 25th and Farnley with 3 on March 9th.‘

The first time Knotford had figured in the report was in 1978 when 25 were seen there; this was to remain
their home until 200444. This is a species of the south and of the east of our area; sadly, there was no
repeat of last year‘s garden record from Kilnsey although there was another brief visit to a garden in
Addingham and one was seen in an Ilkley garden. Its stronghold has now moved from Knotford to a
largish region centred on Clifton and the Washburn, although with a good presence in Burley for much of
the year. Now, in 2010, Pete Roe reported that he had ringed over 100 juveniles for the first time
(compared with 41 and 56 in 2008 and 2009 respectively)45: Pete confirmed that this increase was a
genuine one and did not reflect improved intelligence on their presence in the area. Another ringer, Colin
Harrison, reported 4 successful broods at Castley, near Arthington although he was unable to count the
number of young46. These are clearly not the only sites where the birds breed. Elsewhere, in the
Washburn there were reports of good numbers regularly at Bland Hill: birds have bred in Farnley in recent
years and this year, although several boxes there were unoccupied, there were apparently several young
visiting a garden there; there were also 2 or 3 pairs in a Norwood garden. One important area where
breeding has yet to be established is Burley. There were records from Sun Lane in the first three months of
the year, reducing in April and then disappearing until October: peak counts were 6 in January and at least
8 in November. A nearby garden (AB&KR) reported weekly visits in the first three months and in October
and then daily by up to 3 in November and December. There were visits to 3 other Burley gardens – 2 in
April and 1 in December. Finally, there was an interesting record of a (fairly) significant passage of birds
at the Stainburn VisMig site in the autumn:
The species is known for its tendency to up sticks and move on from a favoured breeding site without warning, often after
many years of occupancy.
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The main breeding spots were Clifton (34 young from 12 nests), Timble (51 young from 14 nests) and a Leathley/Stainburn
farm (20 young from 4 nests).
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Apparently, they have been breeding at a farm in the area for several years.
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View time (min)
Number on passage

Jan
355
0

Feb
937
0

Mar
2133
0

Apr
2327
0

May
400
0

Jun
0

Jul
550
4

Aug
776
11

Sep
3641
36

Oct
1579
18

Nov
542
3

Dec
0

Total
13,240
78

The BTO Migration Atlas confirms that the species is sedentary (but less so than the house sparrow) and
makes only limited movements, usually of less than 1km, but that movements of greater than 20km do
occur being most pronounced in the autumn and winter and involving some southern dispersal - but only
involving small numbers of birds.
CHAFFINCH (Fringilla coelebs) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
The species is widespread throughout the area – as it is nationally47: it is common in both urban and rural
areas. There were numerous reports of good numbers on walks across the region including a massive 113
in Haverah Park (including a flock of 86) (January), 42 in Norwood Bottom (April), 41 around Grimwith
(April), 40 in Halton Gill (December), 38 in Greenfield (May) and 34 between Barden Bridge and Water‘s
Laithe. The species was a frequent garden visitor to many members‘ gardens and was recorded in every
month: the peak daily count was 12 in February (Otley) and in September (Ilkley).
BRAMBLING (Fringilla montifringilla)
062 Sightings/19 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
This is a winter, non-breeding migrant from the continent. The extent of its presence is generally
dependent on the beech mast harvest (an important food source for this species) and varies widely from
year to year: the peak counts in recent winters have been an exceptional 840 but also with several counts of
100 (in 2004/5), 6 excluding arrival flocks (2005/6), 100 (2006/7), 30 (2007/8), 9 (2008/09). Birds were
again in short supply in the 2009/10 winter and the species was difficult to see and lots of people relied on
a visit to the feeders at Otley where up to 6 birds (the highest count of the winter) were seen from the start
of the year until 2nd April: these sightings contributed around 45% of sightings in the first half of the year.
Sightings in the countryside were few and far between with another 45% records coming from gardens!
Sightings were usually of only 1 and very occasionally 2; they were received from Otley (2), Burley, Ben
Rhydding (2), Ilkley (2), Addingham (2), Threshfield and Grassington (the latter two records the only ones
from the north in the early-year). The end of September and early October saw low cloud, rain and
onshore winds which brought large numbers of migrants to the Yorkshire coast including numbers of
brambling – and the best numbers for a couple of years. There were fewer sightings in the autumn than the
spring (23 c.f. 37 but none this time from Otley to distort the statistics), but there was a large flock of 50
near the Swinsty car park in the second half of November and a similar number were seen coming into
roost at Timble on the 7th. Garden records (from 10 gardens) again figured large with a peak count of 6 at
Threshfield on 18th December.
GREENFINCH (Carduelis chloris)
074 Sightings/28 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
It is not a popular bird with reporters and is certainly one of the more under-recorded common birds.
Nevertheless records were received from across the region albeit with a preponderance from the south
although, as usual, the highest counts tended to be in members‘ gardens and the species is certainly not
seen in large numbers in the countryside, e.g. two April walks each recorded only 2 birds – along Norwood
Bottom and between Grassington and Hebden along the river. I have written before about Trichomonosis
and BTO garden records are showing numbers have dropped by 35% in the most affected areas since its
outbreak (2005)48. To continue the record in my own garden, peak annual counts have dropped from 20 in
2006, to 17 in 2007 and 2008, 14 in 2009 and only 12 in 2010. On the other hand the highest count of the
year was 20 from a Burley garden (PBR) on 31st January, the highest count for some years. There were
numerous reports of juveniles, mainly from people‘s gardens.
The BTO Atlas surveys have shown that the number of surveyed squares where the species is recorded is the third highest in
the winter and the most in the summer.
47

There has also been a fall of 21% in the chaffinch garden population which BTO suggests amounts to a total mortality of halfa-million for the two species. It is not clear why the greenfinch is particularly vulnerable.
48
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GOLDFINCH (Carduelis carduelis)
155 Sightings/65 Sites
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing.
We get records of this species in every month so it is easy to forget that this species, like many others, is
involved in large-scale movements at the end of the summer. British birds are part-migrants. Whilst part
of the population, mainly males, stays in the UK throughout the winter with increasing numbers being seen
on garden feeders, females go down to France, Spain and Portugal. At the same time birds from
Scandinavia and northern Europe all migrate to the Mediterranean area and often pass through the UK.
Easterly winds at the beginning of October brought a huge influx of birds at Spurn with 4,975 recorded on
6th October, beating the previous record set in October 2004. But returning to the situation nearer home…
This is a popular species, which gets well reported from rural environments and is a particularly popular
garden visitor throughout the region (with a remarkably high percentage of all records coming from
gardens). The largest flock size at the start of the year was 20 in an Addingham garden on 26 th January –
and there was a peak count of 40 in the same month on Otley circuits. However the largest flocks are at
the end of the summer with September counts including 100+ Denton Moor, ~80 at Linton Falls, 40 in
Strid Wood and 32 on telephone lines in front of a Burley house. Goldfinches were recorded in around
half of reporting gardens with many visiting juveniles, so it is easy to forget the massive changes in this
species habits in the last 20 years with 25 times more birds visiting our gardens than 20 years ago!
SISKIN (Carduelis spinus)
100 Sightings/34 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: breeding population increasing.
This is a delightful little bird whose garden appearance on feeders is still a little unexpected for most
members so perhaps we shouldn‘t be too surprised that sightings of this species across the whole area are
dominated by garden records (over 30%); when records from Otley are included the total reaches almost
50%! There were a lot more records from the south (90%) with, apart from the categories already
mentioned, good number of records from the Washburn and from Greenfield. Numbers in the south were
generally greater although one of the highest counts of the year was from Grass Wood with 50+ on 21st
September (SG): the next highest was a garden count of 6 from Kilnsey. In the south the peak count was
from Strid Wood with 60+ during February (J&FTo): counts from the Otley circuit produced a peak of 50
in the same month and there were quite a few counts throughout much of the year in the low tens. By
comparison garden numbers are much smaller with peak counts of 6 from the Kilnsey garden and from
Addingham. There were 7 records of breeding. Juveniles were recorded at Greenfield and Bastow Wood;
the others were seen in gardens at Menston, Ben Rhydding, Ilkley and Addingham. In Ilkley a juvenile
was watched unsuccessfully begging to be fed by a blue tit!
LINNET (Carduelis cannabina)
042 Sightings/23 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant: population stable.
This is a summer visitor that mostly migrates south for winter; over recent years the date of the first record
has varied wildly by around a month. Last year I commented that that year‘s date of 8 th March was a fairly
normal one. The severe winter conditions this year brought a very unusual first sighting with 8 birds
feeding in the Otley reedbeds on 8th January (PBR)! After that (and excluding Stainburn for the moment)
there were no more sightings until 1st April with 6 at Lippersley Marsh near Addingham Moorside: there
were to be several sightings over the subsequent few days including the area‘s highest count of 30 on
Burley Moor on the 19th. The species is significantly more common in the south than the north with almost
90% of the sightings. Although large counts are unusual all those that there were in the south. In the
north, most sightings were in May and June with one in October, and were all of either 1 or 2 birds: there
were four sightings in the Grassington area and one at the top end of the Dale in Greenfield. In the south
there is a very thin spread of records primarily from the Washburn and Rombalds and Barden Moors.
There were mixed messages from the Washburn with the comment that although there had been a number
of sightings the species was felt to be in slow decline (PBR) whilst there was a more optimistic report from
Low Snowden of there being plenty around with young in evidence (PRo). Most records were of counts of
only a few birds and there were only four records this year in double figures, mostly in the first month after
arrival from Menston (12), Coldstone Beck (30) and Draughton (10+) with the only late record 10 on
Denton Moor in September. Quite a few of the records (over ⅓) were from Stainburn where there was a
small but healthy passage during the year.
TWITE (Carduelis flavirostris)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant: population declining.

119

The only record of this species was of an impressive flock of 25 flying low and west past the VisMig site
at Stainburn on 22nd September.
LESSER REDPOLL (Carduelis cabaret)
061 Sightings/25 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be in shallow decline.
This is a species which can crop up anywhere around the region but with the most frequent sightings from
the south (85%) and especially from Timble (15%). There were few records from the north – from
Grimwith and the woods around Grass Wood, as usual, but also some records from the top end of the dale
– from Birks Bank Wood and Greenfield. Counts throughout the north were low with the highest a counts
of ‗several‘ in Lower Grass Wood on 30th May and 4 at Grimwith on 12th June. There were few high
counts in the south, either, with the comment that numbers were poor everywhere this year (SG). The
highest counts came from two areas, both in the Washburn: at Haverah Park there were counts of 18 in
February and 32 and 40 in the last two months of the year, whilst 30+ were counted in March around
Lindley Wood. Otherwise most counts were of 5 or less. There were 2 records of breeding: 2 families of 8
juveniles at Timble Ings and a bird disturbed off a nest on the edge Denton Moor. The species is one of the
less common garden visitor, being recorded in ~20% of gardens – Burley (2), Askwith, Ben Rhydding (2),
Ilkley (2) and Addingham – a number of these were brief sightings of a single bird although 1 or 2 birds
were present in an Addingham garden for 10 days at the end of March and with the highest count, 3, in a
Burley garden on 28th March. In my own case, a brilliant male in my garden on 7th July was the first record
since January 2007.
MEALY REDPOLL (Carduelis flammea)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Uncommon and erratic winter visitor
The lesser and mealy redpoll were split some years ago. However, although some authorities appear to
have lumped them back together they remain split on the latest BOU British List (August 2010). There
were two records this year. The first was a garden record which was seen (and photographed) in a
Menston garden on 17th February (K&PL). In the autumn there was a report of small numbers arriving
along the Yorkshire coast during November and, locally, one was trapped and ringed at Timble Ings on
15th November (AJ).
COMMON CROSSBILL (Loxia curvirostra)
024 Sightings/10 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population erratic due to irruptive behaviour.
It was a poor year for sightings (only 70% of the long-term average) and with the majority of sightings
coming from 3 sites – Greenfield and Oughtershaw (15%) in the north, Timble (40%) and Barden (15%) in
the south. The highest counts from these areas were all between 20 – 25, mostly in February, but also with
similar counts from Timble in September. There were a number of other sightings at the start of the year
20+ at Farnley Lake and Chevin (February), 3 on Addingham Moorside (March) and 20 at Swinsty (July)
and 4 (October). As happened last year, there was an influx into the country in mid July with numerous
reports of birds from a wide range of locations, including a large movement along the North Norfolk coast
around 18th and 19th July and small groups over unlikely locations like the East Lincolnshire Wolds. The
only sign that the influx might have reached us was a record of 8 passage birds at Stainburn on 24 th July,
the only record of passage birds during the year There was one record of breeding with a flock of ~20
including juveniles in the Swinsty car park on 11th July.
BULLFINCH (Pyrrhula pyrrhula)
115 Sightings/33 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable with stronghold in Washburn.
This is a sedentary species and there was only one record of a single passage bird from Stainburn. A good
number of records were received for this species from a typical ~30 locations. The species continues to be
rarer in the north (9% sightings from 6 sites), although it was reported to be a regular visitor to a
Grassington garden at some times of the year with a peak of 2 pairs on 5th April (C&JA *). Most of the
sightings were from the Grassington area with a substantial presence in Grass Wood with 3 males and 2
females on 15th October (GL *). The only other sightings were of a pair at Appletreewick on 17th January
and a bird heard in Greenfield on 17th June. A significant explanation for the greater number of counts
from the south is because of the greater number of recording gardens there since over 40% of all records
are from gardens. Another 25% of sightings came from the feeders at Otley and Sun Lane. Records from
most of the countryside are not significantly more common in the south than the north. There were fairly
regular sightings from the Washburn, whilst the odd rare sighting from the Bolton Abbey Estate was
mainly a reflection of people‘s searches for the great grey shrike at the end of the year. This is also a
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species where pairs stay together from one season to next and do not stray far from their breeding
territories. Consequently, although a significant proportion of the 27 reporting gardens (approaching 70%)
recorded only very occasional sightings, there were a number which had regular pairs. An Addingham
garden reported more pairs than usual this year but fewer juveniles (DLR). 5 of the 6 breeding records
were from gardens, the other from Gallows Hill. I was delighted to watch a female feeding 2 young on my
feeder on 13th June as well as there being another pair in the garden at the same time.
HAWFINCH (Coccothraustes coccothraustes)
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare visitor.
There was a rare record of this species from Grassington when a male was watched from a window in the
Yorkshire Dales National Parks Authority HQ in Grassington as it visited a small pond in the garden for
several minutes on 15th October. Three days later a female and juvenile also visited around mid-day on the
18th: a few minutes later the female was seen feeding in a yew tree (IC). Accepting that records from upper
Wharfedale have sometimes been limited, especially before WNS and UWFS started exchanging records in
2005, the only previous northern sighting in WNS records was at Buckden in 1947!
LAPLAND BUNTING (Calcarius lapponicus)
004 Sightings/03Sites
Rare vagrant.
This is a rare species in our area, not recorded until 1989 and seen in only 5 years since then (including this
year), but this proved to be a bumper year – both nationally and locally. The species usually appears at
coastal sites from late August and through October with perhaps 200 – 300 in a normal year, but this year
numbers arriving were quite out of the ordinary especially in NW Scotland and Ireland where many sites
there reported three figure totals. The species is found throughout northern regions across Siberia,
Greenland and Canada and the large numbers in the west combined with the direction of prevailing winds
and reports of huge numbers passing through Iceland suggested most will have come from the west –
probably from Greenland, which had had a good breeding season. By 3rd September they had been
recorded at over 60 sites with peak counts of 142 at the Fair Island observatory (a new island record) and
92 on the North Ronaldsay observatory, both on 31st August. There were numerous sightings along the
east coast (with several Yorkshire sites recording up to 30 by early October) with, in due course, the odd
record in-land. We had a long wait in Wharfedale for our first record when Andy Jowett reported flock of
5 over Timble heading SE in the late morning on 28th September; this was very much a re-run of last year
when the same person reported the species in the same place, albeit two weeks later. Frustration reigned at
the local VisMig site at Stainburn after the VisMig site at Oxenhope had had sightings on 4 days between
the 4th and 26th September. Stainburn eventually were rewarded when a single bird flew over on the 30 th
September – heard calling constantly but not seen since it was a rather foggy day! This was not the end
with a rare sighting in upper Wharfedale when Gerald Light heard one and had brief views on Grassington
Moor on 4th October followed by better views of a bird feeding by the path on 11 th and with a last sighting
on the 13th. Gerald reported he had seen the species on the moor between Settle and Malham Tarn in
December 1998 and that the YNU vice-county recorder at the time had advised that the species was
recorded almost annually in the well watched moorland areas in the south and south-west of the county, but
apparently not previously recorded in the Dales, although there may be a record from near Leyburn.
REED BUNTING (Emberiza schoeniclus)
082 Sightings/29 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable.
This is a generally scarce but well-reported species, which is subject to local winter movement out of our
area and/or to lowland sites. Although it was felt to be a poor year with disappointing numbers in most
places (SG), there does also appear to have been a slow but gradual increase in both the number of
sightings and the number of sites where the species is recorded over the last 5 years with the percentage
change being most significant in the north, albeit from a low base. There were records from 6 northern
sites this year with 15% of the total sightings. Grimwith is the only reliable site with 50% of northern
records from there and with a good count of 5 on 12th June. As a sign of possibly changing times there was
even a Grassington garden record, a first for the garden, with sightings in January and December.
Elsewhere, birds were heard singing along the river above Starbotton and south of Buckden. There were
also records from the fields below Mossy Moor and from west of Hawkswick. Almost 50% of all the
records in the south come from the well-watched Otley where the (normal) peak count was 8 in May.
However, there was an exceptional event on 6th February when 50+ were seen coming into roost (AJ): it is
not known if this was exceptional or an un-watched regular event. Records from the Washburn are limited
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and usually of only the occasional bird. Records were received from Farnley Lake, Norwood Bottom,
Fewston, Timble Ings, John o‘Gaunts and Low Dam. One encouraging feature was that a bird was seen
carrying food at Farnley and adults watched feeding young at Fewston. However, the most interesting
record was a mid-November sighting of 20+ birds at Timble Ings (AJ, GT) – were these part of a winter
roost? Other records were received, usually from the valley bottom, from Pool in the east to Chelker and
Draughton Heights in the west: a sighting in Menston on 4th January in the cold weather was described as
unusual. The species is a rare garden visitor with records from only 6 (15%) of reporting gardens – all but
one sighting being in the first 5 months of the year. Two of the records were from Ben Rhydding gardens
which reported birds arriving on 24th (4 days later than last year) and 28th: the former garden was the only
one where birds were seen over an extended period – daily until 23rd May. The other gardens reporting
sightings were Otley, Ben Rhydding (a third garden!), Ilkley and Grassington.
YELLOWHAMMER (Emberiza citrinella)
006 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce breeding resident whose population is declining and is probably close to disappearing from area.
This is a species which was thought to have disappeared from our area when it was last seen at a traditional
site near Leathley in 2007. However, further east and just outside our area it is relatively common in the
Vale of York. This year a new contributor, Richard Fuller, reported 2 pairs on 30th June at a site to the east
of Leathley (but still in our area), where he had been seeing them for some years. Otherwise all the other
sightings in our area were from the VisMig site at Stainburn. During the year 12 passage birds were
observed, 4 in March and April and 9 in September and October: there was also a bird recorded on the
ground on 13th February.
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(except in a series of numbers).
Species names: In general articles use lower case for common English names of species. No capitals.
Recorders may use capitals for species if they wish.
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Note:
100s, 1990s (no apostrophe)
Grass Wood (singular)
Strid Wood and Bastow Wood (singular)
Penyghent (we now write as one word)
Kex Gill, Spicey Gill (not Ghyll, but March Ghyll and Heber‘s Ghyll)
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Back Cover Photographs
Key:
An ichneumon (parasitic wasp)
Nettle weevil
Orchid (common spotted?)
Common mouse-ear (+ small wasp)
A leaf hopper

family of mute swans
a soldier beetle
large skipper
a micro moth
grasshopper nymph
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