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Addingham
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11 Sept 2007
Open Evening
25 Sept
Flowers of Western Australia
Mike Atkinson
9 Oct
Dragonflies
David Alred
23 Oct
St Kilda and the Western Isles
Brian and Gill Fuller
13 Nov
The Wildflowers of Britain
Freda Draper
27 Nov
The Ecology of Fungi
Andy Woodall
11 Dec
Christmas Meeting. Short presentations by Robin Jakeways and Margaret Hutchinson
and ‘The Importance of Bees and Beekeeping’ by Bruce Speed
8 Jan 2008
Birds of the Washburn Valley
Peter Riley
22 Jan
Conservation on Western Indian Islands
Paula Senior
12 Feb
Givendale – a Farm in Harmony with Nature
Richard Fuller
26 Feb
Costa Rica – Gem of Central America
John Mather
11 March
Butterflies in the Dales
Mike Barnham
14 March (Friday)
Annual Dinner
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Annual General Meeting and Rodley NR by Peter and Barbara Murphy
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Recorders’ Evening. Highlights of 2007

Botany Section Outings 2007
26 Apr
Round and about Litton
10 May
Otley Wetland Nature Reserve – Survey
24 May
Barden Bridge – a river walk
31 May
Bolton Abbey – Lord Burlington’s Wood
14 June
Deepdale Hay Meadows (SSSI)
21 June
Nidderdale Wildflower Walk
5 July
Oughtershaw – Nethergill Farm
19 July
Washburn, downstream from Thruscross
6 Sept
Arncliffe, the Monk’s Road, a fern walk

Summer Visits 2007
22 May
Teesdale – Black Grouse Lek and wildflowers
30 June
Coach Outing to Potteric Carr
3 July
Butterflies at Stainburn Forest
7 July
Lindley Wood – birds, butterflies and flowers
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Otley Wetland Nature Reserve
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Dragonflies at Timble Ponds
4 Aug
Beetles, Bugs and other Beasties (Fewston)
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Rutland coach outing, cancelled due to floods
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Penyghent
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Bingley Moor and Bingley Bog

Fungus Foray
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Otley Chevin (joint with Harrogate Nats)

Birding Days 2007
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Eccup Reservoir and Knotford Nook
17 May
Washburn & John O’Gaunt’s Reservoir.
14 June
Malham Tarn and Cove
14 July
Waters’ Edge, Barton upon Humber

Winter Coach Outing 2007
13 Oct
Martin Mere Wildfowl and Wetland
Trust Centre and Bird Fair
Coffee Morning
Saturday 3 Nov 2007
10am to 12 noon, Clarke Foley Centre, Ilkley.

Microscope Evenings (Clarke Foley, 7.30pm)
First Tuesday of each month from October to March
(excluding January).

Washburn Birds in Winter
Sat 12 Jan 2008 A Stroll from Lindley Wood Bridge
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FOREWORD
I can safely say that 2007 will have been, for most
of us, a most memorable year in natural history
terms but unfortunately not necessarily for the
right reasons! The amazing deluge in late
June/July had a dramatic effect on most branches
of natural history with, for example, birds and
insects all suffering badly. Anne and I will never
forget the drama of dragonflies emerging from our
front pond in torrential rain, which was so heavy
at times that it knocked them off their emergence
vegetation causing what must have been an
unusually high mortality. No doubt you will have
your own memories of this dreadful spell of
weather.

presented Website continues to provide
information and attract queries.
The Number of members has remained stable at
484 but I am far from disappointed about this
given our growth spurt in recent years and also
given that it would be difficult to manage with
many more! Numbers may be important, but
atmosphere and achievements even more so.
Regarding the latter, this Review is ample
testimony to the strides we are making, whilst
with regard to the former, all our meetings seem
to have a ‘buzz’ about them which makes the
work of all those people who contribute to the
running of the Society all worthwhile. It would
take far too much space to thank all our helpers
individually – suffice to say my heartfelt thanks to
our Officers, other Committee members,
Recorders, Programme Organisers and all those
other members who contribute so much, so
effectively, behind the scenes.

Fortunately our Society suffered no such setback
and we finish the year in a continuing healthy
state. External speakers never fail to be amazed at
the size of our audiences (even though they are
warned in advance!) for the winter indoor
meetings, while summer Tuesday
evening
turnouts have similarly been well supported
almost to the extent of being a problem! But at
least it’s the right sort of problem (or should that
be opportunity?).

The Society’s financial position is now very
healthy with a good surplus of funds. Nonetheless
as a Charity the accumulation of money is
certainly not one of our objectives and the
Committee are always likely to be receptive to
funding requests for Wharfedale projects which
are consistent with our two objectives, particularly
the second, namely ‘To promote the conservation,
protection and improvement of the physical and
natural environment’. Through the year we have
supported, for example, a further project at Nell
Bank Outdoor Education Centre, wildlife projects
in school grounds and a number of individual
projects at those local reserves with which we are
most closely linked.

As usual we enjoyed a varied and fascinating
series of winter lectures at Christchurch with
those given by our own members once again up
there with the best of them. Once again we owe
the Church our thanks for all their support and
help. The Summer Programme was well received,
despite the weather, with the usual specialist
support from
the Botany, Geology
and
Ornithology sections. The Winter Coach Outing
to Martin Mere was again full but the Summer
Coach Outing was cancelled at the eleventh hour
because of flooding at Potteric Carr. The changed
format for the Annual Dinner was well-received
and the Coffee Morning was a great success with
record takings thanks to Christine Hobson’s
organisation and a wonderful response from
members. Thanks to David Brear, the well

Practical conservation work involving members
continues at Grass Wood, Otley Wetland Nature
Reserve and Sun Lane. In addition I am delighted
to be able to commend the efforts of one of our
members, Steve Parkes, who, following a
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Newsletter appeal, single-handedly took on the
responsibility for establishing and running a new
Working Group at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits, a
long-standing local nature reserve which had
suffered badly from neglect. Steve has made a
great start and I do hope he will continue to get
the local support he needs to ultimately restore the
site to its former glory. All the other three
reserves mentioned above continue to thrive with
noticeable year on year improvements and my
warmest thanks to all those who have given their
time through 2007.
Both the Society and the Otley Wetland Reserve
are indebted to one of our more distinguished
members – a certain Alan Titchmarsh for his
continuing support. Not only did Alan ensure that
the Otley site featured in the first programme of
his superb ‘Nature in Britain’ series but the
supporting book features a specific mention, in
the Acknowledgements, of his appreciation of
how the Society encouraged his early childhood
interest in natural history. He remains a great
supporter of our cause and we are very grateful to
him.

At the end of the day a Society like ours is only as
strong as its members and, on this criterion, I do
think we have a continuing prosperous future
ahead of us. Whilst we can always accommodate
more offers of help (hint!) the assistance we have
had from all our members through the year never
fails to amaze me – and this includes the many
supporters we must have who simply want to be
seen to be associated with us by paying their
subscription. In sum, regardless of your level of
involvement, I cannot miss this opportunity to
simply say THANK YOU!
Last but not least a special mention for David
Leather who edits and produces this splendid
Review which continues to improve year on year;
and a special thanks to Jenny Dixon who has
stepped down after many devoted years as coeditor.
Peter Riley
President
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NETHERGILL FARM – LANGSTROTHDALE
Living the dream… not yet perhaps

Nethergill Farm was the result of just three years searching, but a
lifelong ambition to own a farm. It is situated in Langstrothdale at
the headwaters of the Wharfe on the Dales Way. It is no ordinary
farm, three hundred and eighty-eight acres between 1200 and 1600
feet above sea level with 70 acres of ‘in bye’ or grazing land round
the house and the rest exposed, wet, peaty, unproductive moorland.
The average rainfall is around 60 inches a year compared to the
country average of 30 inches per year, generally falling
horizontally! The large Victorian Farmhouse and traditional farm
buildings were built in 1871 and the original occupant, a Mr
Woodd, was cousin by marriage to the famous naturalist Charles
Darwin. Originally part of a larger estate and a shooting lodge for the parties of gentry who were staying at
Oughtershaw Hall, Nethergill nestles quietly into the hillside below the road to Hawes. Until the 1960s the
original shippons, which are still in place, would have supported a 40 cow dairy unit.
So why Nethergill? Nethergill has given us a unique opportunity to live in one of the most beautiful parts
of the country and surround ourselves with a piece of the countryside within which we can strive to enhance
and develop the wildlife to its full potential. Our long-term aim is to create a wildlife haven combined with
sustainable farming practice, which can financially support ourselves and become visited and enjoyed by
other like-minded wildlife enthusiasts.
The very beginning From a college romance Chris and I started our farming careers rearing outdoor pigs
on the Loseley Park Estate near Guildford, Surrey. Our pigs enjoyed the organic pastures and chocolate ice
cream ‘left overs’ from the Loseley Dairy. After 10 years of hands on and long days we sold the business
and retrained in Graphic Design and Marketing. We bought Nethergill in November 2004 and in order to
support our plans for its future development we both continue to work full time in our design and marketing
business. Chris runs a lamb-marketing scheme for flora and fauna enhancement on the South Downs.
The farming business 250 Dalesbred ewes currently graze the Nethergill pastures, some belonging to our
neighbour and some to us. Farmed in a loose partnership type of agreement, where our neighbour does the
winter feeding and routine management and Chris and I have a hand in the lambing, as the lambing sheds are
directly behind the house. Lambs have traditionally been born and reared to store weight then sent further
down the Dale to the sweeter grass to ‘finish’ for sale. As part of our long-term plans we are moving the
lambing to April/May time next year and keeping the lambs on until mutton to try and sell direct off the
farm. Unfortunately the price of lambs sold off the hills at the time of writing is completely uneconomic due
in a large part to the export ban as a result of Foot and Mouth earlier in 2007. The consequence has been a
glut of lamb on the British market and the prices have dropped to an all time low.
The rushes The soft rush – Juncus effusus plays a large part in the story of Nethergill. Left alone the ‘in
bye’ land would become completely saturated with rushes, which is how it would have been in the early
1900s. With the onset of war, the land would most probably have been needed for production and the rushes
would have been relentlessly cut back. Photographs inherited from the previous owners reveal areas of
bright green pasture all around, where copious quantities of farmyard manure and intensive rush
management have been employed. A handful of years ago, incentives were given to farmers to allow the
rushes to reinvade at will with the thought that wading birds would be encouraged back to the land to nest.
However, this theory has now been reversed and it is thought the waders prefer rushes cut in swathes and
larger areas of open land between. We are actively embarking on a rush management system to create the
correct environment for wading birds to nest and providing more open areas for the reinstatement of more
traditional hay meadows.
Ellbeck Wood – named after our two daughters Becky and Ella aged 24 and 22. From the outset it was
obvious that there was no regeneration of trees at Nethergill. Sheep had been allowed to graze beneath all
the woodland areas and as a consequence had grazed off all emerging shoots, preventing any further trees
from reaching any significant height. After lengthy discussions with the Yorkshire Dales National Parks and
the Forestry Commission and initial thoughts of planting a few hundred trees we have just embarked
(December 2007) on a tree planting scheme totalling 15,500 trees. Large-scale woodland planting such as
this will encourage a huge increase in biodiversity within the area. A lot of planning and research has been
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carried out prior to planting, resulting in all trees being planted into ‘dollops’ or mounds. A ‘dollop’ is an
upturned scoop of earth excavated by a digger bucket. The tree is planted into the top of this, benefiting
from slightly drier roots being set above the water table and having access to the mineral layer beneath the
peat immediately after planting giving it a nutritional boost in its first few years.
Biodiversity Our welcome to Nethergill was the discovery of otter spraint (droppings) along the Beck
flowing through our land. Verified by National Parks experts, the spraint was thought to be the antics of a
solitary male, the first records of otter at the head of the Wharfe. Subsequently we have traced ‘his’ marks
right up the Beck many times, particularly during frog spawning times. The trademark of his prey is to take
the middle portion of the adult frogs out and discard the head, together with front and back legs; these are
then left at intervals all along his route.
We believe ourselves very lucky to witness so many wildlife spectacles here at Nethergill, peregrines coming
to the bird table, tawny owl roosting in our backyard and kestrels sheltering above our bedroom window, to
name but a few. Wildlife cameras dotted around the farm provide footage of rarely seen sights, such as wing
movements of birds coming to the bird table seen at such close range and tender scenes of swallow chicks
being fed and cared for.
Bed and breakfast commenced in June of this year with many like-minded and interesting
B and B
walkers coming to stay overnight on their way through to Kendal on the Dales Way, which runs directly past
our front door.
Our traditional barns are crying
out for sensitive development.
No longer
of any use as
agricultural buildings, left to
themselves they will further
decay and require costly
maintenance. The thought for the
future is to create four wildlife
and self-sustaining units,
together with a mini field centre.
We aim to provide one way glass
viewing areas in small crevices
left in situ for swallows, bats and so on, together with using energy provided by the gills through micro
hydro generation.
Energy To obtain the most energy efficient system we have embarked on the construction of a removable
small weir at the foot of one of the gills to measure the wide fluctuation in flow rates from the gill at regular
intervals to enable us to access the size of turbine required to enable optimum power output through a micro
hydro power system.
The pitfalls so far… Despite being told we could have two more telephone lines when we moved to
Nethergill we were informed on the day we moved in, that as it was the longest line in Britain it was not
possible. We have tried in vain to get that decision overturned. We have installed a satellite dish for 0.5 Mb
of bandwidth on the internet at a costly sum of £74 a month but cannot get any sensible phone system
through the same means. Broadband is essential to run a graphic design business and additional lines are an
essential part of Chris’ lamb marketing scheme he runs on the South Downs.
The future… Lots of ideas, energy and enthusiasm, we wait and see what the future holds. We both
passionately believe in conservation and are both determined to give Nethergill our best shot.
Visitors are most welcome, all we ask is a phone call to make sure we are here and it is convenient.
Fiona Clark

HEDGEHOG UPDATE

A couple of years ago I wrote an article for The Wharfedale Naturalist about the hedgehogs in our Ben
Rhydding garden. Since then, I’ve spent many more happy hours observing them, so it seemed a good time
for an update.
The 2007 hedgehog-watching season started early. In late March I began to notice their droppings, dark in
colour, cylindrical in shape and about 3-4cm. long, scattered around the lawn. This is often the first,
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sometimes the only, indication we get that hedgehogs visit our gardens, so it’s worth keeping a lookout as
the weather warms up in spring. Heartened by these signs that some of our friends from the previous year
had survived the hazards of hibernation, I put out some food on the evening of March 28th.
Garden hedgehog watching is a pretty laid-back business. Food is put out in small heaps on the lawn, the
security light outside the back door is switched on well before dark and the watcher sits comfortably in the
garden room, binoculars at the ready and Radio 4 for company. This first evening I was not disappointed. At
least four animals put in an appearance, some pausing to eat heartily, others snatching a bite and scooting off
on urgent hedgehog business.
th
The season had got off to a good start – and it soon became even better. On 17
April I was a bit late
getting to my post. As I slid into my chair, I saw that the action was already well under way. A large male
and much smaller female were engaged in the ponderous ‘dance’ which makes up hedgehog courtship
behaviour. The male slowly circles the female, quite a tight circle, while she rotates with tiny jerky steps
keeping her snout pointing towards his flank. This can – and on this occasion did – go on for hours. They
were still slowly gyrating when I went off to bed at 11pm. The male had only paused twice, once to grab a
bite of food and once to charge and chase off another hedgehog which appeared on the sidelines. Next
morning I found a circle of flattened grass under the seed feeder, and the next evening – there they were
again. Round and round and round they went and seemed no nearer a conclusion than the previous night.
The stock answer to the question ‘How do hedgehogs mate?’ is, ‘Carefully’. It’s a tricky process for two
such prickly individuals and the male needs to be quite sure the female is ready and fully co-operative. A
hedgehog is a loner, uneasy in proximity to another hog, so presumably the prolonged almost hypnotic
circling shuffle gradually habituates her to his closeness. Would there be a new generation of hogs emerging
from the nest in a couple of months’ time, or had this lengthy courtship fizzled out before a successful
mating was achieved – as is often the case with hedgehogs? If juveniles did appear, how could I know
whether they were the progeny of this little female? It’s not easy to tell these animals apart and, as the weeks
pass, little hedgehogs rapidly become big hedgehogs, especially when provided with a nightly buffet of
peanuts, dry cat food and other dainty snacks.
The need for some means of identification was becoming ever more pressing. I feel reluctant about
interfering with the natural life of the creatures I observe and try to keep any disturbance to the minimum.
However, encouraged by Pat Morris’s advice in The New Hedgehog Book (Whittet Books), I decided to
mark them using his simple identification system. In this way I hoped to be able to get to know our resident
group, to build up a clearer picture of their life and perhaps, finally, to be able to tell whether particular kinds
of behaviour, aggression for example, were dependent on circumstance or commoner in certain individuals.
There was such a lot to learn, and I couldn’t wait to get started!
After an unsuccessful first attempt, using yellow paint – which shows up well in poor light but, alas, not on
the browny-yellow spines
of a hedgehog – I settled
on Tippex as my marking
medium. Hedgehogs are
easy to catch and very
docile to handle, often not
even curling up as I placed
the small dot of liquid
Punch
Scoot
Scratch
Little
‘paper’ on the appointed
Marked: 22 May
7 June
19 May
7 Aug
spot. I used a simple
aggressive to
? mother of
first seen
other hogs
22 June
Little
system and gave each
animal a name, which I
Hedgehog Marking System
then entered together with
diagram in
my
observation journal. It all worked pretty well. I could note times of arrival on our lawn, direction from which
an animal came, its behaviour – especially in relation to other animals – the direction in which it left, and
whether it returned. Soon a mass of data was accruing.
A typical entry from the Hoglog:
27th May – 10.50pm: enter Scratch from right – pottered about for 5 minutes then fed from furthest heap.
11.00pm enter Punch from right – straight to middle food heap, couple of bites then ran back to the bird
feeder under which Scratch was gleaning. Punch squared up while Scratch took tiny steps backwards,
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then he broke away and off to feed again. 11.05pm Scratch scurried off right. Punch immediately stopped
feeding and raced off in pursuit. Is Scratch a female just coming into season?

As a result of my observations, I did reach some tentative conclusions about proximity and aggression.
Most of the adults I observed would avoid each other if they could. When they coincided at the food there
might be a brief tussle, one barging the other more strongly till it rolled up and that was that. Juveniles were
tolerated. Biffo and Punch, however, were much more belligerent, generally launching an attack as soon as
another hog appeared. They would tackle much bigger animals and invariably succeeded in routing any
opponent, barging it across the lawn and often returning to the attack if the unfortunate victim tried to unroll
and creep away. Their visits were infrequent and I guessed they were mature males with a larger range than
the females and intent on maintaining dominance.
At first, I felt quite smug and well organised about my little ‘scientific’ study, but it was not long before I
began to realise that matters were not nearly so straight forward as I had anticipated. My attempt at a
systematic investigation seemed to throw up more questions than it answered. My difficulties mainly arose
from the otherwise delightful discovery that there were too many hedgehogs! In place of the four or five
regulars I had expected, I marked nineteen over the summer. I was running out of easily recognisable
identification patterns. Newcomers kept turning up; marked individuals might only be seen once or twice, or
visit regularly over a week then disappear altogether or reappear weeks later. The population was larger and
much more shifting than I had expected and, of course, this made detailed study of individuals impossible. In
due course juveniles did appear, though too late to be the progeny of the April courtship; their mother was
Scoot and she did not seem to be a particularly attentive parent. But then I had no other family group for
comparison.
Then, in mid-August, all visits ceased. No more droppings on the lawn either. Where had they all gone?
More importantly, why? Now I must wait till next March, get organised with the Tippex much earlier and try
to find some answers. It would be even more helpful if some other WNS member who has a garden visited
by hedgehogs, their own Tippex, and some spare time around dusk from April through August, would like to
carry out a similar investigation.
Jenny Dixon
NORTHERN SONG CYCLE

You have only to open the door
and lark song pours over you,
prestissimo notes
tumbling out of the blue,
accompanied by the soft sighing sea.
Surrounded by space,
wide stretch of wind-swept grass,
enormous sky –
vast amphitheatre for larks
to rehearse their repertoire.

On soaring wings
the bubbling torrent streams,
until one ends his long quivering song
and plummets down out of sight.
Then another surges up into the sunlight.
Stand here, outside the crofter’s house,
on a warm midsummer’s day.
Gaze at the island-dotted sea,
and let the lark song rinse over you –
soak in the peace of Sutherland.

Linda Lee
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SPRING TWITCH IN WHARFEDALE
For the last five springs, on a weekend of our choice in May, Anna and I have done a spring ‘twitch’ within
the boundaries of the Wharfedale recording area. Usually we start at 6pm on Friday evening until 6pm on the
Sunday. Very early morning starts are essential for a good score, but even more important is to hit it lucky
with the weather. It is very good fun, challenging, and you find some very good birds.
Our rules have been simple, the species need only be seen or heard by one of us but we work together and
are never separate.
This year everything went really well until late on the Sunday afternoon when the heavens opened while we
were heading over the moors for a possible ring ouzel, and were forced to give up.
The highlights? Well, 6.30am at Grimwith, within a few minutes we heard a grasshopper warbler, four
pink-footed geese flew over and a peregrine circled close by.
Elusive birds can be whinchat or spotted flycatcher, tree sparrow or tree creeper, bullfinch or siskin. And oh
yes, where do Jays go in May? Each year, however, we’ve learnt more about the area, and we can definitely
recommend it.
Year
No of species
Weekend
th
2007 104 12/13 May
th
2006 95 13/14 May
th
2005 85 7/8 May
2004 91
May
2003 83
May
Graham and Anna Foggitt
EAGLE OWLS IN BOWLAND
Summer 2007
Our efforts to spot the eagle owl which had taken up residence in the outskirts of Leeds had been a dismal
failure, so acting upon inside information from a source embedded in the northwest, we set off one summer’s
day to try our luck over the hills in Bowland. The local media had revealed the location of one nest site,
presumably to draw the heat of public interest away from what were apparently three others nearby, and we
were desperate to see if we could catch a glimpse of one of these magnificent birds. We parked in Dunsop
Bridge, which is famous for being the geographical centre of the UK, and made our way on to the land
owned by the local utility company, which has opened it up to public access. Soon we began to meet people
bristling with tripods and heavy camera gear. The atmosphere was one of barely suppressed excitement and
shared enthusiasm. We fell into conversation with a man walking his dog, who told us that the locals had
known for several years that the eagle owls were there, but had kept it to themselves for fear of an invasion
of twitchers or, more worryingly, people with less noble intentions. One of his neighbours had been injured
recently after being ‘buzzed’ by an eagle owl and sustained lacerations to the back of his neck. This gave us
pause: how big must these birds be? [see photo page 80.]
The anticipation mounted as we began to climb. Our eyes ached from constant scanning. The area is very
beautiful, with streams and small ponds, hosting many lovely flowers and other plant species, but we had
become totally single-minded: it was eagle owls or bust. Eventually we reached the top of a ridge and saw a
group of people staring fixedly across the ravine. The sign by the side of the track warned dog owners to be
aware that their pets were at risk if let off the lead. We later heard that a collie had been killed by the birds.
This was beginning to be quite unsettling…
We feverishly took out our binoculars and immediately discovered that they were far too weak. We were
gripped by childish disappointment and frustration, but a group of birders from Newcastle kindly took pity
on us and invited us to look through their powerful spotting scopes: and there was the male eagle owl,
perched in a hollow, immobile, staring defiantly out at the world with his startling yellow eyes. The Geordie
boys had been watching him since they had arrived at ten that morning (it was now half past four) and in all
that time, he had done nothing more energetic than cough up a pellet! Lower down, camouflaged against the
scree, was one of the youngsters. It had been somewhat more active than its father, the high spot of its day so
far having been to fall out of a shrub onto its little fluffy head.
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Cadging ‘lens time’ from our new friends, two hours flew by as we gazed at these magnificent creatures,
with speculation running rife. Could they be classed as ‘native’ given that they were born there? Had the
parents escaped or been released from captivity? (If so, it was at the very least odd that three or four such
pairs had all independently colonised this remote highland area.) Most chilling of all: should they be
‘managed’? This was a highly topical and emotive issue, as further enquiries revealed that three people had
actually needed hospital treatment for owl-inflicted injuries. But then maybe they should have heeded the
signs and not gone into the owls’ hunting territory? We returned to the car with our heads ringing from the
debate. We found it hard to accept the idea of penalising such superb birds for being successful and surviving
to breed in such a hostile environment: it seemed churlish at best. As ever, it seemed that human intervention
would seal their fate. But we passionately hope that for once, people will do the decent thing and leave these
birds alone: the memory of the male in his primal glory, majestic despite the huge odds stacked against him,
remains one of the highlights of our year.
Lynn Loader
THE BIRTH OF A DRAGONFLY
Southern Hawkers emerge from a garden pond
It all started with a pair of wings floating in the pond – no head, no abdomen, just a thorax with wings and
legs attached. The wings were perfect – new and shiny and had obviously belonged to a big dragonfly. I
knew that a southern hawker had laid her eggs in the moss around the pond two years ago, and now the
nymphs which had lived as fierce predators in the pond would be ready for the miraculous transformation
into the adult dragonflies. What disaster could have befallen my newborn dragonfly? Had it been taken by a
bird, or a frog perhaps before it had had a chance to fly? This was 22 nd June, and over the next six weeks or
so, the story unfolded….
The 25th June was a dreadful day with pouring rain and howling winds. Looking out of the kitchen window
early that morning I could see two dragonflies, wings still closed together but otherwise fully emerged. One
was clinging to a cane in the pond (put there for the use of dragonflies!) and the other on stripy-leaved grass
(? Phalaris arundinacea, gardener’s garters). They both clung on for dear life throughout the day. They were
both still there at 8pm, but at next check-in time of 8-30pm, disaster! There was no dragonfly on the cane. I
rushed to the pond and my worst fears were confirmed – a dragonfly squirming in the water, trying to climb
onto a water lily leaf. I fished her out, but her abdomen had become twisted over and she had a bash in her
left eye. She clung to my finger as I gently unfolded her abdomen, and her instinct was to climb upwards. It
was far too windy to risk finding her a perch outside, so I decided to give her a stick to cling to inside a large
box so I could bring her inside. Her wings were sodden and matted together, so I carefully blotted them with
a tissue. I covered the box and left her quiet in the conservatory.
Next morning I woke at first light and rushed to the kitchen window to see if Mrs Stripy-leaf was still
clinging on – she was! I waited until a more respectable hour to check the box, and when I finally opened it,
I expected to find a dead dragonfly – but no! She was alive and her wings were open! Apart from the bashed
eye and the kink in her abdomen, she looked OK. It was no longer raining, so I put her on a nice tall clump
of hemp agrimony by the pond and crossed my fingers. She disappeared mid-afternoon and I can only hope
she flew. I saw Mrs. Stripy-leaf make her maiden flight at lunchtime. The maiden flight is often quite short,
and she only flew a few yards into a berberis where she stayed for the next two whole days, perhaps because
of the continuing cold weather.
It had now become part of my early morning routine to inspect the pond for exuviae (empty cases) or
emerging dragonflies that might need rescuing, but it wasn’t until 10 th July that I
witnessed (and photographed!) a complete emergence. According to the books,
southern hawkers usually emerge during the hours of darkness and fly as soon as it
is light to have a better chance of escaping predators and I never thought I’d be
lucky enough to see the whole sequence.
The larva had already climbed onto a suitable support (the stripy-leaved grass
again) and was motionless. At first I thought it was just another empty case, but then
it twitched. Hanging on firmly, it threw its abdomen backwards several times in
quick succession. The larva does this to check that it has a secure grip, because once
it is out of its case, it will hang on to it for support to complete its emergence. If the
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case is not secure, the dragonfly is doomed.
Eventually it was satisfied and remained still. I watched it intently, camera at the ready. After nearly half an
hour, a small split appeared in the skin behind the eyes, and the new dragonfly’s head began to emerge. The
split widened and the thorax appeared with the larval breathing tubes still attached. Next, the dragonfly

pulled its legs free and arched backward so that its head hung down. The breathing tubes snapped – the adult
breathes through spiracles in the skin connected to a new network of tubes and air sacs. This stage had taken
less than five minutes. A half-hour pause now whilst the legs hardened and gathered sufficient strength for
the next stage. He, (the very obvious secondary genitalia confirmed this) waved his legs around from time to
time, almost like drying nail varnish!
During this time I was crouched uncomfortably, but I daren’t move for fear of missing anything. Then, with
no warning, he sat up, grabbed his case, paused for only a second and pulled his abdomen out, letting it hang
down. Now I too could stretch for a minute.
Next, he pumped fluid into the tiny wing buds which began to expand rapidly over the next ten minutes. At
this stage, they were milky white in colour with the veins clearly etched making a very pleasing image.
When the wings were fully expanded, they began to turn glassy as fluid was withdrawn now to be pumped
into the abdomen to expand it in its turn. The pale colour at this stage is a mere hint of the brilliance of a
mature adult – this teneral stage lasts a couple of weeks.
Three and a half hours after the first split appeared, the wings snapped open ready for flight. Another five
minutes and the whirring began – this is necessary to warm up the muscles – and then we had lift-off! He
flew safely up and away across the road, no doubt to the shelter of thick vegetation where he would stay until
his body was sufficiently hard to set off chasing his insect prey.
I was exhausted – what a wonderful thing to watch, particularly when you realise that dragonflies have been
doing this for about 300 million years.
The following days saw a succession of further emergences, some successful, some disastrous with the
insect losing its grip and falling. Although I tried to rescue a couple of these, the soft bodies are so easily
damaged and tell-tale green fluid leaking out suggested they wouldn’t make it. On one of these occasions,
the injured insect was attacked by wasps and I later found it eaten. It was then I started to wonder about the
headless tailless wings. Then I found more remains – a dragonfly in the water, wasps eating the head and a
newt taking the tail. Soon there was nothing left but the wings and
thorax – was this the answer to my question? Certainly, there always
seemed to be wasps patrolling the pond perhaps on the lookout for
emerging dragonflies. Then I spotted another dragonfly on a water lily,
wings still closed. A wasp briefly landed on it, perhaps trying to sting,
and the dragonfly twitched it off. I picked up a garden cane and fended
off further attempts by the wasp – it wasn’t easy trying to hit the wasp
and not the dragonfly! Then the dragonfly’s wings snapped open, but
the wasp landed again and this time was very difficult to dislodge.
Would the dragonfly be able to escape in time? I could no longer stand
the suspense, and determined not to let this dragonfly suffer the same
fate as the last one, I managed to reach over to his lily leaf and plucked
it, dragonfly and all. I stood in the middle of the lawn holding it high
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until my dragonfly took off and soared away over the roof. Now perhaps I should not have interfered, but
there is something about the beauty of a dragonfly that I can’t resist, and to let two years development go to
waste seemed such a shame – I’d be no good as a wildlife cameraman!
On 5thAugust I recorded my final emergence bringing the known total to 39. Below is a brief analysis:
Outcome number %
Seen to fly
Seen wings expanded; presumed to have flown
Empty case; presumed to have flown
Definitely didn’t make it
Probably didn’t make it
Possibly survived (the one that fell off the cane on June 25)

14
4
11
7
2
1

36
10
28
18
5
3

Wasps were probably at least partly responsible for four or five of the dragonflies known to have perished.
Of all the habitats you can create in your garden for wildlife, a pond and its surrounding vegetation is surely
the richest. For me, being able to observe dragonflies emerging transformed a miserable July into a
memorable summer.
Anne Riley
REMARKABLE CREATURES AT BURLEY IN WHARFEDALE.
Bears under the Microscope
A recent Microscope Group meeting was a DIY evening where members were asked to bring specimens for
the whole group to examine under the microscope.
As her contribution Joan Alred brought a sample of sediment from the bottom of her birdbath. Bird baths
are noted for micro organisms carried in birds’ feathers and in mud on their feet. A close examination under
the lens revealed a rich community of algae, protozoans and other small invertebrates. Prominent amongst
them were numerous water bears.
Water bears or tardigrades are minute arthropods resembling
small bears, which clamber about in the detritus in the water.
Tardigrade means ‘slow walker’ and indeed they clamber about
in algae in a slow and deliberate manner. Their scientific name is
Macrobiotus (Family Macrobiotidae). There are 20 genera
comprising almost 300 species, and not all are aquatic. All are
less than 1mm. long, and most are considerably less. They have
four pairs of stumpy legs with strong claws for climbing which
makes them look like small teddy bears. Originally they were
classed with the arachnids (spiders, mites etc.) due to their four pairs of legs, but are now in a class of their
own.
When the water in which they live dries up they have the remarkable ability to dry up with it and form cysts
called tuns. These are extremely resistant to drying out and when they are re-wetted they regenerate back
into their mobile form. In this state they can exist for remarkably long times, the longest recorded being for a
tardigrade which revived from a sample of moss in an Italian herbarium when it was wetted after 120 years.
The species as a whole seems to thrive on alternate desiccation and rehydration as they are commonly found
in rainwater gutters and in patches of exposed mosses which dry out from time to time: Here they readily
withstand the frequent drying-up and extremes of temperature in such situations.
In experiments tardigrades have survived heating to 125ûC and freezing to within a few degrees of absolute
zero (-273ûC). They have also survived subjected to a pressure of 6000 atmospheres and also the vacuum
inside an electron microscope. They are also extremely resistant to X-rays. The tuns are able to travel long
distances in the Earth’s upper atmosphere, a specimen normally found in the Sahara Desert has been found in
Tennessee.
Tardigrades are quite common and are often overlooked due to their small size, but they deserve to be better
known if only for their fantastic life style.
John R. Hobson.
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THREE MEMORABLE EXPERIENCES
The afternoon of 2 nd April was fine, sunny and warm. I decided to walk round Swinsty Reservoir. There
were a few birds singing and calling in the woodlands, but apart from mallard and Canada geese in the picnic
area, there were no birds on the water as usual. Three quarters of the way round I sat down to enjoy the warm
sunshine. Several redshanks began calling from the far shore but at that distance, and against strong sunlight,
I was unable to see them. Suddenly my attention was drawn to a redshank flying round and calling in the
middle of the reservoir. It was over two birds resting on the surface. I could only make out dark shapes of the
sitting birds. The single redshank eventually flew to the shore further away and the two birds – redshanks –
effortlessly flew to the shore. This was probably a courtship dispute. So what’s so memorable about this
experience I hear you say? Now be honest, how many of us have seen redshanks behaving like ducks?
On Thursday 5 th April Derek and I walked up Hebden Ghyll near Burnsall, to look for the target bird – ring
ouzel. We met John Flood, who was just finishing his walk. He thought he’d seen a quick glimpse of ring
ouzel. On route to the head of the valley we saw a pair of grey wagtails, four male wheatears, heard several
meadow pipits and skylarks and saw a very vocal little owl. We had lunch at a good vantage point – but no
ring ouzel. Returning down the Ghyll we stopped at another likely spot. One of us fell asleep and I sat
listening to golden plover and redshanks on the distant moor and a pair of partridges flew across. Suitably
refreshed we began to make our way to the car. Suddenly there was a whooshing, whirring sound and, over
our heads, a swirling wind effect. Recovering our senses I saw four golden plovers hurtling round us and
Derek spotted a peregrine which had obviously been chasing the plovers. The peregrine flew above us for
several minutes and the plovers got safely away. Derek later described the experience as being supernatural
and it certainly was memorable.
th
The 12
July was Wharfedale Nats evening at Timble, hopefully to see and hear long-eared owls. The
evening was warm and dry and conditions looked favourable. We left the main track and walked towards the
moor. Our first good sighting was a short-eared owl hunting. Three of us left the main party and walked back
to the main track and continued towards the nightjar sites. We soon heard the nightjar and, shortly, young
long-eared owls. As we watched hopefully we had five sightings of long-eared owl over our heads carrying
food – the young were still calling. A tawny owl called nearby. The show was over for us. The remainder of
the group joined us who had had one sighting. Walking towards the car we heard and saw several nightjars.
Three owl species in one evening – memorable.
J. Brenda Parkin
A FLUSH OF FROGS

Does anyone else have this problem? It is so embarrassing. Finding frogs climbing out of the downstairs loo
bowl when you don’t expect them to do so…
Our total is eight over a period of two years. They are young ones, home reared, as I fill a plastic bowl with
frogspawn and tadpoles each spring and only tip them into the pond at the bottom of the garden when they
are fully grown young frogs. They climb from there some time later in large numbers and disperse widely –
to the joy of our neighbours to have to double check the ground ahead as they mow the grass, trim the edges,
or dig up dead plants from the flowerbed. Why then do some march a long distance up the lawn and
alongside the house to where the garden tap is situated just below the cloakroom window? Near it is an open
drain cover, down which they fall, presumably, then take a left hand turn, up the pipe and reappear inside the
toilet basin.
Three of the eight have met us at the cloakroom door or marching through
the hall whilst searching for an exit. The rest were spotted in the throes of
climbing out. But why do they do it?
It is so embarrassing having to shout to dinner guests heading for the toilet
‘Watch out for frogs in the loo!’ Some return immediately saying ‘For a
moment I thought you said…’ ‘We did!’ Others mutter about a warped
sense of humour and keep going.
Granddaughter, who once wanted to be a vet, changed her mind on being
told she would have to catch hold of any frog, either in the water at the
bottom of the loo or climbing out, and release it into the garden, now insists
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on using the upstairs bathroom.
Luckily so far only members of the family have encountered the frogs, but now we have to add ‘And watch
out for birds in the room as well!’ On four occasions blue tits and robins have squeezed through the stone air
vent high up in the wall, presumably looking for a nesting site, and found themselves trapped inside. It could
be worse I suppose. A school friend of mine living in Africa says you always have to check shoes for
scorpions before putting them on as well as a quick glance round the loo pedestal for snakes. I think I will
settle for frogs.
Pam Braithwaite

GARDENING WITH WILDLIFE
Well, just about
‘Thistle and darnel and dock grew there...’ It could have been our first garden. We aren’t gardeners, but
now we’re on our seventh, and all but the first we’ve inherited from predecessors.
That first one was open on three sides (except for straggly privet hedges) and probably hadn’t been dug in
the twenty years since the bombs fell. We took two crops of potatoes and shallots off it. Our contribution to
the wildlife was to break the ground for the thistles, couch (not darnel) and dock, and occasionally to host the
neighbourhood’s racing pigeons. The field mice had field days.
The second garden produced mainly rambler roses on the walls, and a fine show of bindweed, which we
shared with the rest of the street through the bricks.
Garden three was much the same in character but we had a pear tree (no partridge, though) a bit of
asparagus and a few Japanese windflowers. The wildlife was limited to greenfinches.
Then we moved to the London Clay and did well for roses, brooms, Weigela, black currants and
raspberries. We added runner beans. Every summer stag beetles emerged from the two old broken-down
plums, and staggered noisily round in the twilight, for all the world like crazy Chinook helicopters.
Our fifth garden was just five miles further south, but crucially on chalk overlain by clay-with-flints at the
back of the North Downs. This was our smallest, about sixteen feet by twenty-five feet at the back and a bit
less at the front. It was on very steep land and had no room for any weeds, except for plantains in the
pocket-handkerchief lawn and tormentil in one of the borders. But we did well for wildlife. Bullfinches
gave our flowering cherry an annual spring pruning, so we knew why the Kent fruit farmers resented them
(we were only a few miles from Kent) but the birds left sufficient bloom to make the view a picture. The
other memorable caller was a badger which relieved us of a bag of plums we had left outside ‘until the
morning’, there being no room that night in our tiny kitchen. We only had to walk a few steps from the front
door to find musk mallow, spindle, deadly nightshade, early purple orchid, wood spurge and herb Paris
(which people came for miles to see). We were there twelve years.
We then crossed the London Basin and settled for five years on the chalk again, this time on the edge of the
Chilterns. Here we inherited our biggest, and best, garden. At the gate were a gorgeous Rubus ‘tridel’ and a
big sallow. Beyond a forsythia barrier was a hedge of buddleia, a sweet flowering Elaeagnus fragrans and a
yucca. One buddleia was completely covered in clematis, and a long pyracantha hedge had disappeared
under bindweed. (It was only after we had stripped both that we found out what was underneath, and reestablished a Mecca for butterflies.) Our major contributions to wildlife were to fail to get on top of the
ground elder, to foster the cowslips and primroses in the lawn and to offer harbour to a calving muntjac deer,
between the flowering currant and the beech trees. The wasps’ nest had to go, beautiful though it was. It
was just too near the ground for our grandchildren. Someone dumped a huge bundle of cannabis over our
fence. The police photographer said he’d never seen any as big.
Now here we are in Wharfedale with another small garden, (quote) ‘well stocked, enclosed, with a variety
of conifers, shrubs and bushes. Soft fruit bushes. Two delightful patios’. In other words, concrete, natural
and artificial stone, a hill like a house side, and not a lot of space for weeds. But shepherd’s-purse, Welsh
poppy and broad-leaved willowherb don’t need much of an opening, and the conifers on their steep banks are
great for creeping jenny, red valerian and hellebore.
There was great excitement last August when a willowherb I had just ‘weeded’ from among the
blackcurrants seemed decidedly peculiar. A quick look at the books screamed ‘alpine willowherb’ at me,
even though there’s none nearer than Alston in Cumbria and the rest of it lies north of the Trossachs. So,
without saying a word, I pressed it and posted it for an opinion to Phyl Abbot, our county Recorder for
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plants. She was as excited as I was, but as sceptical, and without asking me she sent it on to the Botanical
Society’s national referee. ‘This is certainly an odd-looking specimen’, he wrote back, but he concluded that
it was an aberrant, but otherwise dead-common, Short-fruited Willowherb. That occurs in the same bed, I
knew, but both Phyl and I had been taken in, though neither of us could really believe our eyes. Ah well,
‘some you win and some you lose’. We still wish we had got Epilobium anagallidifolium in the fruit-bed.
We’ll just have make do with the much more presentable melancholy thistle, meadow cranesbill and field
scabious that are shoehorned alongside to fight with the ferns. And to make us feel really at home, we also
have our old ‘friend’, bindweed!
Mike Atkinson


OUTDOOR AND CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES IN 2007
CONSERVATION IN SCHOOLS

To celebrate the Society’s 60th anniversary it was decided to set up a fund specifically intended to support
schools and other suitable local conservation bodies, its principal aim being to encourage young children to
learn about wildlife and to foster a love of the countryside. All schools in the area have been invited to apply
for grants to help fund suitable projects. On receipt of an application a member of the Society would discuss
the application with them and offer help at the planning stage. An outline of the scheme is then put to the
committee who decide whether to support the venture and to supply funds towards it. Some schools have
already been helped in this way and it is hoped to promote more wildlife projects in the future. Here is a
report of the work that is being carried out.
ASHFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL in Otley already had a wildlife
area with a pond, a bird hide and an area for studying wildlife.
However, the area had become neglected and overgrown and the
pond had leaked and become choked with weeds.
The Society was able to help with funding to clear weeds and give
advice on future management. Before the pond was emptied and
relined members ‘rescued’ as many specimens from the pond as
possible and returned them afterwards. Later we ran pond-dipping
sessions for the children, which were very successful.
THE WHARTONS PRIMARY SCHOOL, OTLEY also had a wildlife area which was well used by
pupils. It had a well established pond and again we led pond life sessions and helped with identification. A
small wooded area with brambles and nettles had damp patches and some shade. There was also a long
grassy slope where they wanted to plant wild flowers to encourage butterflies and other insects. The Society
gave £100 to finance the project. We also gave advice on which plants to use and where to obtain them.
OTLEY ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL had very limited space. They wished to create a small
wildlife area in a courtyard where children could sit and watch. The plan was to plant wild flowers in the
grass along with scented plants to attract butterflies and other insects, to encourage children as observers, to
use all their senses. We were able to help with the planning of this project and gave £50 towards it.
POOL C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL has been taken over by a new head teacher who is keen to promote
opportunities for children to enjoy wildlife. They already had a good sized conservation area with various
habitats, with children working hard to maintain it. However the pond had silted up and the children
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desperately wanted to clear it out. It was decided to leave the existing pond as a boggy area and to create a
new pond near to it. School ponds have to be
fenced for safety reasons and money was not
available for this purpose.
The Society decided to finance the project and
monitor it throughout the operation. The children
designed the shape and size of the pond, and a
parent provided a digger. A group of children got
very wet and muddy installing the liner in last
year’s wet summer. A contractor employed to
build the fencing was so impressed by
the
children’s efforts that he built a bridge across the
pond as a gift. It makes an excellent viewing
platform.
We are now helping to stock the pond and the
children should begin to enjoy it this spring. The
school received £580 towards the pond and a plaque will be provided to acknowledge the contribution of the
Wharfedale Naturalists Society.
NELL BANK CENTRE, ILKLEY has received by far the largest amount of money from the fund. Nell
Bank has an important role to play in introducing children from the whole of the Bradford Metropolitan
District to learn about the countryside. Last year some 15,000 children visited the centre, many staying for
several days. Schools make up the bulk of visitors as well as children who have been excluded from school,
disabled children and children with special needs. Other youth organisations such as scouts, guides, cubs and
brownies also attend. The committee considered that Nell Bank was well worth supporting.
Pond dipping is a popular activity at
the centre and finance was given to
provide two new ponds. The largest was
scraped out of a marshy area of ground
at the bottom of the site and is some 20
metres in diameter, the other is at the
top of the site and raised above ground
level. These were large expensive
projects, but because of the large
number of children who would benefit
the Society gave the sum of £3,000
towards the cost.
Nell Bank is a large site and future
projects include tree planting, a mini
beast trail with interpretive boards, and
the provision of bat boxes and detectors.
It is hoped that the Society can help with these both financially and practically.
th
The 60
anniversary fund was specifically intended to support projects such as these, and these awards
accord with the Society’s objective of supporting local conservation.
Christine and John Hobson

VISIT TO MARTIN MERE AND BIRD FAIR
Saturday 13th October 2007
Conditions were misty but dry as we arrived. Large skeins of pink footed geese were flying over our heads as
we assembled our belongings. Their calls as they fly are wonderful.
At the eastern end of the reserve is the Ron Barker hide, not the R. Barker comedian, but along with peter
Scott he provided information to design Martin Mere. Large numbers of wildfowl, geese and swans were
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visible from every vantage point. From this hide a great grey shrike could be seen in the misty distance, as
well as small birds such as linnets and reed bunting. The shrike was one of many that were in England at that
time.
We had lunch in the Raines Observatory hide – a low level hide with large picture windows and
comfortable seats. From here it is possible to observe wildfowl at close quarters and sort out female species
of pintail and wigeon successfully. Twenty whooper swans, a pair with two juveniles, were hoping to be fed
grain, but the feeding station today was further along. A sparrowhawk flew by and there were seven ruff.
Pink footed geese and whooper swans fly from Greenland and Iceland to spend the winter in these safe
surroundings.
We could see further flocks of birds from the United Utilities hide at the western end: the shrike was visible
in the distant mist. Birds of prey were added to the list – a male marsh harrier, merlin, sparrowhawk, kestrel
and buzzard. At the time of our visit, 20,000 pink footed geese and sixty whooper swans had been recorded –
many more were expected.
The surprise of the day was a visit to a newly protected area, with a deep electrified fence, for beavers. A
warden gave a very good account of the project in a new hide. As we approached the hide beaver activity
was very evident e.g. felled and partly felled trees. A video showing in the hide showed beaver activities.
The pair of beavers had been brought from Bavaria and now have two young. They have quickly made
themselves at home, damming streams etc. Their natural food of willow, stripped bark and leaves from
spruce were being supplemented with carrots and apple and they particularly enjoy sweet corn. We were
shown pelts and skulls, and how their teeth grow. In a few months it is thought the public will be able to see
the beavers during daylight, and it will be a worthwhile project for visitors.
Members were able to visit the Bird Fair and the Trust’s wildfowl collection. A good day was had by all.
J. Brenda Parkin
BEN RHYDDING GRAVEL PITS NATURE RESERVE
Review of the Year

It has been very rewarding to be able to report some good progress on the management of the Ben Rhydding
Gravel Pits Reserve in 2007.
The site is located east of Ben Rhydding bordered between the A65 and the River Wharfe. There are two
parts to the site – split by a boundary fence adjacent to the public footpath that runs down to the river. The
western side is owned by Ilkley and District Angling Association (IDAA), whilst the eastern site is owned by
Bradford Council.
The lagoons, created as a result of gravel extraction were largely in-filled in the 1970s. Today the two
lagoons remain, one on either site. IDAA fish both their own western lagoon and the eastern lagoon which
they rent from Bradford Council.
The artificial origins of the site helped it develop considerable botanic diversity. Unimproved neutral
grassland; marshy grassland; scrub and open water lagoon are the main habitats.
Joyce Hartley’s base line visit was made in 1986 and the combined site has been well recorded by WNS
over the years. Yorkshire Ecology was commissioned in June 1997 and then again May 2003 to survey the
site.
With over 300 vascular plant species and the varied nature of the habitats helping to support good faunal
diversity, the combined site was designated a Bradford Council Site of Ecological or Geological Importance
(SEGI). This local classification recognizes the regional importance of the site and gives it protection from
development (other Bradford SEGI’s are Middleton Woods, Ilkley Moor and the River Wharfe).
The site’s biodiversity has deteriorated since the 2003 survey, with an infestation of weeds, in particular
Himalayan Balsam and Japanese Knotweed. Bramble, hawthorn and willows have grown to the detriment of
ground cover. The once extensive orchids for which the site was noted have not been present for several
years. The site has also lost many of the interesting ‘occasionals’ which failed to establish themselves.
We are developing a management plan which will form the basis of a formalised agreement with the
Council for their site. This is based on the very successful model at Sun Lane. At BRGP we also need to
strike the right balance between the needs of the anglers fishing the eastern lagoon and for wildlife. Chemical
control of the fringed water lily (which had made the lagoon very difficult to fish) was regrettable and clearly
had a greater impact than was envisaged on the yellow water lily and other aquatic plants.
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Our plans for the Council site focus on maintaining and developing its biodiversity. These will be based
around the site’s original SEGI classification, the reality of what we have now and a vision for how we
would like the site to look in the future. Plant succession is inevitable on a brownfield site – and clearly we
can’t simply turn the clock back. For example it would be fantastic to see orchids return (a combination of
factors have probably lead to their absence) and in 2008 we will fence off some areas to understand what
impact the rabbit population is having on the grassy ‘lawn’ areas.
Following appeals to WNS members, a local poster campaign,
publicity in the Ilkley Gazette, the BBC’s Breathing Places web site
and the support of BTCV we were able to make large in-roads into the
balsam infestations. The combined efforts of the Monday work-parties
and the BTCV ‘Balsam Bash’ event in July saw 180hrs invested in
tackling the balsam – with a variety of techniques! It was only as the
remaining plants came to seed that we felt we could focus on other
tasks. After the focus on killing balsam it was particularly rewarding in
November to plant alder buckthorn to attract brimstones.
On a personal basis some of the botanical highlights have been seeing
the tall eryngo flowering for the first time, the profusion of changing
…to plant alder buckthorn
forget-me-nots and the surprise of a solitary giant bellflower on the
to attract brimstones…
river bank. Amongst 40 bird species a close encounter with a family
group of green woodpeckers was a rare treat. Excellent views of a
weasel and plenty of meadow browns and ringlets were highlights on (rare) sunny days!
However the real highlight for me has been to meet and work with such a great group of enthusiastic and
committed people. From diverse backgrounds, many (like me) are new to conservation and really enjoy
‘doing their bit for nature’. I would like thank everyone who helped in 2007, but in particular the practical
contribution of Roger and Jane Alcock, Joan Thorber and Katey Pinder. I would also like thank Freda
Draper whose love for the site and wonderful photographs were a great inspiration. I am also indebted to
Peter Riley, Dave Howson, Nicky Vernon, David Brear and John Hobson for their knowledge, expertise and
encouragement. From Bradford Council: Anne Healey, Barrie Tinker and his team and Barry Moore from
IDAA.
Steve Parkes
GEOLOGY FIELD EXCURSIONS
(Led by Neil Aitkenhead unless otherwise stated)
Otley Chevin, Tuesday, 1 st May A beautifully fine and clear spring evening attracted the presence of a
large number of members and friends to our gathering point at ‘Surprise View’ where some geological
details of the surrounding extensive landscape were pointed out. We also noted cross-stratification in the
Millstone Grit sandstones forming the summit crags and, farther to the west, carbonized fossil plants
including parts of tree-sized ancestors of the modern horsetail. A little way down the escarpment, we looked
over the edge of the huge landslide known as Great Dib and speculated that slope failure might have taken
place shortly after the last glaciation.

Some twenty two of us attended this excursion,
Wharfedale – the Strid to Addingham, Tuesday 5 th June
many using the ‘Pride of the Dales’ service bus from Ilkley and Addingham to reach our starting point near
the Strid. Geologically, the Strid lies in almost horizontal coarse pebbly sandstone belonging to the
Grassington Grit formation (formerly Skipton Moor Grit) in the axial part of a very broad saucer-shaped
fold, the Barden Syncline. The gorge, temptingly narrow but dangerously deep, is flanked by dry pot holes
containing a few rounded pebbles which must have an excavating effect in the occasional presence of
whirling floodwaters. It seems likely that the gorge was mainly excavated towards the end of the last ice age
when the river was a powerful meltwater torrent, heavily charged with rock and ice fragments, flowing
beneath the rapidly melting ice sheet.
Downstream from the Strid, we followed the Dales Way to Addingham examining numerous, mainly small
rock exposures in the river banks on the way and noting the rock type and dip of the beds. By doing this we
built up a picture of the geological succession from the Draughton or Pendleside Limestone, up through the
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Bowland Shales and into the Millstone Grit Group here mainly represented by the Pendle Grit and Warley
Wise Grit. We also noted that near the Cavendish Pavilion, the dip changed from a general north-northwesterly direction to a south-south-easterly one indicating that we had crossed the axial part of a major
arching fold structure, known as the Skipton Anticline. Several minor anticlinal folds were also seen in the
river banks.

Penyghent, Tuesday 7th August ‘Nats’ member and former President of the Yorkshire Geological Society,
Doug Holliday lead fourteen of us on an ascent of this hill, one of the ‘Three Peaks’, on a day that was
cloudy but dry with good visibility. Horton in Ribblesdale where our walk started is on the outcrop of Lower
Palaeozoic rocks comprising cleaved siltstones and grey sandstones that are largely concealed beneath
glacial till or boulder clay moulded into drumlins. These strata were mainly viewed, from the road, in Douk
Gill and more distantly in the quarries on the west side of Ribblesdale. Some examples of the harder
lithologies were seen in drystone walls.
Penyghent is formed mainly by a succession of Carboniferous strata comprising the Great Scar Limestone
around the lower part of the hill, Yoredale rocks and the Grassington Grit. The ‘Yoredales’ include the Main
Limestone which, with the overlying Grassington Grit, forms the craggy upper part of the hill. We found that
the crags were easily surmounted by a good path with steps, and we were rewarded by extensive views from
the summit.
On our descent, we passed beneath crags formed by the Main Limestone where, on our reconnaissance on
the 14 th March, we had seen a clump of purple saxifrage in full bloom occupying a crevice in the limestone.
We noted the typical hummocky topography and back scar of an extensive landslide involving the shales
below the Main Limestone. The Great Scar Limestone at the base of the hill showed the characteristic
limestone pavements and potholes including the enormous chasm of Hull Pot. Nearby, we found abundant
fossil brachiopod shells in the limestone.

Airedale – Eldwick area and the Bingley bogs, Tuesday 2 nd October Sixteen of us gathered at a car park
on the western flank of Baildon Hill near the Brackenhall Countryside Centre for this walk under the
guidance of Judy Luckett who lives locally. The first part of the walk traversed an area underlain by the
Rough Rock cropping out along the edge of the deeply incised Shipley Glen. The Rough Rock forms the
highest of several major sandstone (or gritstone) formations that together constitute the Millstone Grit Group.
Following the tributary valley of the Glovershaw Beck, we crossed a hidden fault bringing us onto the
outcrop of the Lower Coal Measures near the base of which is the Soft Bed Coal. We noted signs of spoil
from former bell pits that worked this coal. However, much of the outcrop in this area is concealed by glacial
till and our main objective was to see the unusual set of branching, shallow, mostly dry valleys shown on
O.S. maps as ‘The Riggs’[SE 114 416], also known as the ‘Yorkshire Bumps’. The explanation given for
these valleys in the old Geological Survey Memoir is that they were incised by water overflowing from an
ice-dammed ‘Morton lake’. However, there is no evidence for the former existence of this lake and erosion
by subglacial meltwaters is now the preferred explanation.
After our picnic lunch, we proceeded to the bottom of the Aire Valley near the famous Five-Rise Locks in
order to see Bingley North Bog and then continued down the valley to Bingley South Bog. Both these
contain extensive deposits of peat but additionally, the latter has a proven sequence of fossiliferous
sediments that records climate changes since the last major (Devensian) glaciation including a subsequent ice
re-advance known as the Loch Lomond Stadial c11,000 to 10,000 years ago (see Keen et al, 1988 in
Proceedings of the Yorkshire Geological Society, Vol. 58, Part 2, pp.125-138).
Neil Aitkenhead
FERN WALKS IN WHARFEDALE

The Naturalists held two fern outings last summer, a pleasant evening stroll on Otley Chevin in June, and a
lovely September day above Arncliffe with stunning views across Littondale onto Fountains Fell. Both walks
were well supported by members and friends.
Otley Chevin, Danefield Forest Park – 9th June Lying at the eastern and drier end of our recording area
you might not expect to see many different fern species around Otley, but it’s surprising what turns up if you
poke around in all the nooks and crannies. On our two hour stroll around Danefield Forest Park we saw
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twelve species out of about nineteen in the area. The gritstones and shales of Otley Chevin give rather acidic
soils, and under the shade of the mixed conifer and broad-leaved trees it is the Broad Buckler-fern
(Dryopteris dilatata) which dominates the fern flora, with its graceful arching dark green tri-pinnate fronds.
Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) is also widespread especially in the more open glades, but rarely gets out of
control where there is some tree cover.
It was in the vicinity of a stream we followed where other ferns appeared, obviously appreciating the extra
moisture – Lady-fern (Athyrium filix-femina), Male-fern (Dryopteris filix-mas), and Scaly Male-fern
(Dryopteris affinis agg.). Less common was the delicate Lemon-scented Fern (Oreopteris limbosperma)
which gives off a slightly citrus aroma if you crush the pinnae under your nose, some people detecting it
more easily than others. The Hard-fern (Blechnum spicant) with its simple mono-pinnate leaves also
appeared by the water edge tucked under a boulder. There was just a single clump of the other mono-pinnate
fern, the Common Polypody (Polypodium vulgare), living epiphytically on an elder tree – its only location as
far as I know around here.
We made our way down to the lower track where we saw stands of mature Firs, Western Hemlock, Cypress
and Red Cedar, and also a picturesque and rather ancient pollarded Sessile Oak, all emphasising that we are
in a forest park with many beautiful trees. The substantial stone stream bridge is the best place to see large
specimens of the Hart’s-tongue fern (Phyllitis scolopendrium). And under the boulders, just here and there, a
torch can reveal the bright green mossy-looking mats of the Killarney Fern (Trichomanes speciosum) in its
gametophyte form.

The calcium-rich soils of the limestone
Limestone Pavement above Arncliffe – 6th September
pavements and grasslands around Arncliffe give one a totally different list of plant species. The pavement is
most extensive at about the 400 metres contour and is well broken into cracks or grikes and rocky crevices in
which the fern population resides, benefiting from shelter against severe winter weather, summer droughts
and hungry sheep. To reach this altitude not only involves an unrelenting climb up the Monks Road out of
the village, but a lane and stream-side bedecked with interesting flora, and fields white-studded with Grass of
Parnassus, so you can imagine that in the company of eager botanists progress was not rapid.
We eventually stopped for a breather at a small area of limestone pavement where many of the typical fern
flora could be identified – Brittle Bladder-fern (Cystopteris fragilis), Maidenhair Spleenwort (Asplenium
trichomanes) and Green Spleenwort (Asplenium viride), Wall-rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria), Male-fern,
Hart’s-tongue and the very localised Limestone Fern (Gymnocarpium robertianum). Wet flushes hereabouts
also revealed, after careful searching, the tiny green spikes of Lesser Clubmoss (Selaginella selaginoides),
also in the fern family. Some late flowering Bird’s-eye Primrose was also spotted.
Our main objective though was a higher area of pavement
near the edge of the Wharfedale recording area where I
found the rare Holly-fern (Polystichum lonchitis) a few years
ago. Subsequent visits have revealed quite a large and
thriving colony of them here, over 50 plants. Other colonies
are thinly scattered over the limestones of the Yorkshire
Dales but this is the only known site in Wharfedale’s area.
So here we sat and admired them whilst enjoying our lunch.
Afterwards we explored for more Holly-fern, noting the
other ferns already mentioned growing in profusion, and
were able to add Hard Shield-fern (Polystichum aculeatum)
and another limestone speciality, the Rigid Buckler-fern
(Dryopteris submontana) to our list.
Holly Fern
On the way back some of us decided to drop below the path
to the crag edges above Cowside Beck. Along one of these is the only location for Mountain Avens (Dryas
octopetala) in Yorkshire, a rare arctic-montane species. On my recce a week earlier there was still one
creamy-white flower out, but now all had gone over leaving their woolly seed heads blowing in the breeze.
Even without flowers their unmistakeable tiny crinkled evergreen leaves make for sure identification. A nice
clump of Felwort or Autumn Gentian was photographed on our way back up to the path. But Midge and
David Leather took a different route and were thrilled to observe a red fox scouting around the screes.
Nicky Vernon and Joyce Hartley didn’t make it all the way to the top but spent more time searching out an
interesting list of plants. Around the village was Saracen’s Woundwort and Apple Mint, and at the beck-side
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Meadowsweet, Yellow Flag, Kingcups, Angelica, Water Mint, Jointed Rush and a St. John’s-wort
(Hypericum pulchrum). In the pastures they identified Blue Moor-grass, Meadow Oat-grass, Salad Burnet,
Small Scabious, Fairy Flax, Burnet Saxifrage, a Lady’s-mantle (Alchemilla filicaulis), Eyebright, Common
Rock-rose and Thyme. In the damper spots were Marsh Arrow-grass, Butterwort, Glaucous and Longstalked Yellow Sedges.
Bruce Brown, aided by Nicky Vernon’s notes.
Please note: Further Botany outings and surveys are included in the Botany section.


RECORDS FOR 2007

THE WEATHER RECORD FOR ILKLEY
FOR THE METEOROLOGICAL YEAR DECEMBER 2006 TO NOVEMBER 2007

Temperatures The meteorological year 2006-2007 shares the record with ’03-’04 for having the highest
average temperature on record (10.4°C). Base-line averages were exceeded in all seasons and months but the
deviations were largest for the period December to June and for the month of November (see Table 1). The
average monthly temperatures for January and April are record-breaking.

Precipitation The annual total of 1047mm makes the year the 19th wettest within the Ilkley record.
However this summary figure hides the erratic pattern of the delivery over the year. Every winter month was
unusually wet giving us the wettest winter on record. Spring on the other hand was dry overall, with only
May giving us a total close to the base-line average figure. March received only 42.9% of its base-line
average whilst April was the driest on record receiving only 10.1% of its base-line average. Early summer
was exceptionally wet, with base-line averages being exceeded by 364.0% and 232.7% in June and July
respectively. June exceeded its previous monthly record for wetness. August, September and November were
all slightly drier than usual, but October was markedly dry, receiving only 34% of its base-line average
amount of rainfall.
Seasonal Summaries
1. Winter (December 2006, January and February 2007)
Winter was very warm and wet compared to
base-line averages.
The average temperature for the season is a record breaking 6°C which is some 2.6°C above the base-line
average. This is about 0.5°C above the average temperature calculated by the Met Office for N. Britain for
this period, but is not anomalous when compared with the record from Bolton Abbey which has a seasonal
average of 5.98°C. Both stations are at similar moderate altitudes and in relatively sheltered locations.
Summary figures suggest that December and February were almost equally mild overall, but a cold spell at
the beginning of February gave us our longest run of frosty nights (6) and even a smattering of snow on the
7th and 8 th of the month, whereas December was completely frost-free, though night-time minima of 1-2°C
occurred on 7 occasions suggesting frost at altitude.
The average monthly temperature for January (6.6°C) is the warmest for that month within the Ilkley
record, and the Met Office has provisionally declared it to have been the warmest January nationally since
1916. Even the average minimum temperature (4.62°C) was higher than the overall base-line average, this
despite the existence of frosty nights between the 22 nd and the 24th. There were no really outstandingly warm
maximum temperatures (the highest was 12.5°C on the 12 th) but rather, with the exception of wintry daytime
temperatures of between 1°C and 5°C on the 1 stof the month and from the 20 th to the 24 th, temperatures were
consistently mild.
The season was also exceptional in terms of the total amount of precipitation recorded (368 mm).
Interestingly three of the ten wettest winters in the Ilkley record have fallen in the first seven years of the
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new century, with a further two falling in the 1990s, suggesting perhaps that the Hadley Centre prediction of
wetter winters for the north of Britain is already coming to pass. No single winter month of the met year ’06’07 was individually exceptional in terms of the amount of rainfall received, but rather it was the unbroken
sequence of moderately high rainfall that resulted in the seasonal deviation being +58%. The Ilkley data
compare closely with those for Bolton Abbey (398mm) being only slightly lower, as is usual. The only
occasions when snow fell during this season were during the cold snap in the first week of February.
2. Spring (March, April and May 2007) Spring was also very warm, sharing first place with 2003 for the
hottest spring on record with an average temperature of 9.9°C. The individual monthly averages compare
very closely with those for Bolton Abbey being only 0.1-0.2°C different in each case. Although base-line
averages are exceeded in all three months, by far the biggest deviation belongs to April (+3.8°C). The Met
Office reports that nationally the average maximum temperature for this month was 5 C higher than average
and this fits well with the data for Ilkley. Day-time temperatures in April were remarkably balmy and
consistent with only one day having a maximum temperature below 13.5°C and thirteen days having maxima
th
of over 17°C. The highest temperature recorded was 22.5°C on the 15 . Unusually
there are no frost days
within the April record, though temperatures of 2°C were recorded on three occasions in the first half of the
month suggesting that frost would have occurred at altitude. The last air frost recorded at the Ilkley station
was for the night of the 21 st of March. The deviations for average air temperature in March (+1.7°C) and
May (1.3°C) fall within the variation reported by the Met Office for Northern England.
Records show that the springs of the 21 st century have more often that not been much wetter than in
previous years (four of the wettest springs on record have occurred in the last seven years). Spring 2007
however was the eighth driest on record (falling into a lowly 77 th place for wetness). Most of this shortfall is
attributable to April when only 7mm fell over the whole month. April 23rd accounts for almost all of this. Not
surprisingly sunshine totals for the whole of England reported by the Met Office for this month are well
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above average (149%). March was also dry, having only 8 raindays (6 fewer than average), with only two of
these giving reasonably large amounts of precipitation (17 th and 29 th), though the 18 th gave us our last snow
and sleet of the season.

3. Summer (June, July and August 2007) Compared to the seasonal temperature deviations from base-line
averages for winter and spring that for summer is only moderate (+0.4°C, the lowest since 1998), with June
having the largest deviation and August the smallest.
It was the extraordinary amount of rainfall that made the summer weather memorable. In fact June ’07 is
the wettest June (233mm) in the Ilkley record by a comfortable margin (the previous record holder was 1982
with 182mm). Local records were broken all over the country but especially in Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and
the Midlands, with Bingley being picked out by the Met Office for being particularly wet having 400% its
normal amount. The total number of raindays only exceeds the baseline average by six days, but all bar two
of the 16 raindays occurred after the 12 th of the month, and many of these received hefty totals. The amount
th
that fell on the 14 (64mm)
was the highest I’ve ever recorded for a single day. The floods that devastated
various parts of the country, including our own, put the need for better flood prevention and management, at
the top of the political agenda. Not surprisingly the sunshine totals reported by the Met Office were low, only
79% of the usual amount.
The wet weather continued through July but although there were some large diurnal totals, and also
electrical storms in our area at the beginning and again in the middle of the month, the biggest amounts were
not as unusually large as those in June. Even so rain fell on twice the amount of days (18) as is usual and
again sunshine hours reported by the Met Office are lower than average.
August was the coldest August for eight years, though the base-line average temperature was still exceeded,
though only by a narrow margin. The highest temperature of the month (27°C) occurred on the 5th, but there
were many days in the second half of the month when the diurnal average fell short of the base-line average
for the month. It was quite dry in our area, the total of 75mm being only 60% of the base-line average figure.
Despite the disappointing temperatures, sunshine totals in the north of Britain were higher than average
(121%), though this wasn’t so for all parts of the country.
4. Autumn (September, October and November ’07) Autumn was quite warm and dry. The average
temperature for the season was 10.7°C, 1.4°C above the base-line average. Most of this deviation is
attributable to November, which was the second warmest on record, despite having one more frost day (6)
than average. The average temperatures for September and October are quite close to base-line averages
deviating by 0.8°C and 0.5°C respectively. All three months were drier than usual but October was
particularly dry, its meagre total of 28mm making it the 6 th driest October on record. The number of raindays
for the season overall is slightly less than half the base-line average figure. At the time of writing sunshine
figures for November have not been released by the Met Office but those for September and October are
above base-line averages (+9% and +26% respectively). The string of frosty nights in the second week of
November suggests a lack of cloud cover and therefore it seems likely that sunshine hours will be high too
for this month. The first air frost of the season occurred on the night of the 11 of thNovember, though there
was a series of low night-time temperatures (1-3°C) between the 15 th and 23 rd of October which suggests
frost could have occurred at altitude.

Acknowledgements As always, I am indebted to Jenny Dixon and Heather Burrow for providing me with
the data needed to fill the ‘holiday-holes’ in my records.
Website www.metoffice.gov.uk
Julie Tight

Flooding below Otley
9th July 2007
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BOTANY
However we view global warming and the weather patterns of recent years, 2007 in Yorkshire was
memorable for its relatively mild winter and mild dry spring, followed by a wet summer. It is difficult to
quantify how this has affected our local plants, since their success in any one year is affected not only by the
current weather, but also by the reserves of food and amount of growth achieved beforehand, and by the
numbers of seeds produced in previous seasons.
I have received several comments about plants seeming ‘confused’ in 2007. Those flowering unusually
early included Lesser Celandine (Ranunculus ficaria), seen well-budded on 10 th January, and in flower on
the 14 th, by D & RH. (Its usual flowering time starts in March.) AR reported Brambles (Rubus fruticosus
agg) in flower in Burley-in-Wharfedale in January. Up on Penyghent, however, things seemed more normal,
and Purple Saxifrage (Saxifraga oppositifolia) was seen in flower on 27 th March and 7th April by LL, much
as usual.
AMG said : ‘One of the interesting aspects of the season has been plants that have had a late and second
flowering, eg Nettle-leaved Bellflower (Campanula trachelium) and Wood Forget-me-not (Myosotis
sylvatica) (in a garden), as well as some shrubs.’ NF found Elder flowers (Sambucus nigra) on several trees
on farmland on Pool Bank on 9 th September, and fresh Meadowsweet flowers (Filipendula ulmaria) near
st
Loch Lomond on 28 th October. LL saw Harebells (Campanula rotundifolia) in bloom in Litton on 21
October. NV, driving back from Dacre Bank in late November, found 3 white umbellifers in flower near one
another in the road verge – Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium) and
Greater Burnet-saxifrage (Pimpinella major).
If anyone would like to send in records of ‘confused plants’ seen in 2008, I would be glad to have them.
SPECIAL RECORDS
Few-flowered Leek (Allium paradoxum) – was found in Sun Lane N.R. paddock in 2006, and was still there
in 2007. (FCD)
Moonwort (Botrychium lunaria) – was found on Holgates Kilnsey Moor, along with Sanicle (Sanicula
europea) and Wood Crane’s-bill (Geranium sylvaticum). (M & DL)
Green-ribbed Sedge (Carex binervis) – On the Danefield Estate, Otley Chevin. (BB)
Only our third record.
Chicory (Cichorium intybus) – 1 nice plant in Sawyer’s Garth, Addingham. Perhaps deliberately seeded.
(NV)
Northern Marsh-orchid (Dactylorhiza purpurella) – 1 at Middleton Hospital site. (D & RH)
Viper’s Bugloss (Echium vulgare) – seen at Russell Farm, Otley. (CH)
Dropwort (Filipendula vulgaris) – 1 plant seen at Lea Green by CH, not far from a colony at the edge of
limestone pavement, seen by HMB, AT & NV in 2000. (Actually a 2006 record)
Marsh Willowherb (Epilobium palustre) – occurred at the top end of Sun Lane N.R. in 2006, and again in
2007. (FCD)
Variegated Horsetail (Equisetum variegatum) – several good patches found in a gill at Litton. It is only our
second record for this uncommon plant of upland base-rich flushes (as here), and of sandy lowland sites,
such as dune slacks. (NV) Our first record was from Otley Wetlands N.R. in 2001, made by JH. It does not
seem to have persisted there, although it is not the easiest plant to spot.
Yellow Star-of-Bethlehem (Gagea lutea) – A clump was found near the Crumwheel, Ilkley, so far only
leaves. (D & RH)
Small-flowered Crane’s-bill (Geranium pusillum) – a second record for this plant from Burras Lane, Otley.
(BB) The first record was also from Otley.
Sea Buckthorn (Hippophae rhamnoides) – 1 tall bush seen near the riverside, Ilkley, near where the gypsy
camp used to be. (J & SW) We have no other records for this. Birds do like its berries, and may have been
responsible for its arrival.
Bee Orchid (Ophrys apifera) – 2 flowering plants found on Addingham Primary School site. (JR) A plant
with some abnormal flowers was seen by DB at OWNR, probably the result of damage during development.
Broad-leaved Pondweed (Potamogeton natans) – Found in Yorkgate quarry pond, Otley Chevin. (BB) This
is our first record for this species for 20 years, and only the third site.
Marsh Cinquefoil (Potentilla palustris) – a new site has been found for this at Fewston Reservoir, north of
the original one. (MHA)
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Reflexed Saltmarsh-grass

Reflexed Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinellia distans) – Our first record came
from Greenhow Hill Road, spotted by NV, and recognised by HMB. NV
has also found it on the extreme verges of Addingham by-pass, and
suspects that it is actually present quite widely in our area. It is a British
native, found in estuaries and the upper parts of salt-marshes, and is
spreading on main roads that are subject to frequent salting and gritting in
winter. From PPA’s Plant Atlas, it appears to be spreading westwards.
Greater Spearwort (Ranunculus lingua) – found in the pond area of
Yorkgate old quarry, Otley Chevin.
Only our third site. Also Roundleaved Crowfoot (Ranunculus omiophyllus), Bittersweet
(Solanum
dulcamara) and Branched Bur-reed (Sparganium erectum) – a new site for
all three. (BB)
Sweet Briar (Rosa rubiginosa) – Found below the dam at Thruscross by
HMB, OM and NV.
Another plant was found in the road verge of
Hardings Lane, Ilkley. (BB)
Cloudberry (Rubus chamaemorus) – found at the top of Old Cote Moor,
Litton. (HMB) This is a new site.
Mossy Saxifrage (Saxifraga hypnoides) – 3 clumps seen in the verge of the
Dalesway path, between Buckden and Kettlewell. (HMB, P & JS, AT)
Broad-leaved Ragwort (Senecio fluviatile) – it looks as if we may have 2
new sites for this species, one in Littondale and one in Upper Wharfedale.
These need to be checked out in 2007.
Goat’s-beard (Tragopogon pratensis) – a new addition for the plant-list for
Otley Wetlands N.R. (DB)
Globeflower (Trollius europaeus) – island in river, Strid Wood. (AMG)
Seen here in 1985 by AMG & Nancy Watson, also in 1992. (JH)
Marsh Speedwell (Veronica scutellata) – Next to path from Storiths to
Pickles Gill on open wet gravel near Miry Pant. A new site. (CH, JH, NV)

Records for Ferns and Fern Allies
Bruce Brown has made many new site records for ferns again this year. I have summarised them below.
Green Spleenwort (Asplenium viride) – A plant was found in a mortared wall of Swinsty Dam overflow – a
long way from its usual home on upland limestone.
Scaly Male-fern (Dryopteris affinis) – three found at Fewston Reservoir, (2 D. a. borreri and 1 D. a. affinis)
and a few plants on the Danefield Estate, Otley (again a mix of the two sub-species).
Narrow Buckler-fern (Dryopteris carthusiana) – 3 colonies near one another on Greenhow Hill Road.
Found by NV, confirmed by BB.
Rigid Buckler-fern (Dryopteris submontana) – one plant found in limestone pavement near the Monks Road,
Arncliffe.
Hybrid Male-fern (D. affinis x D. filix-femina) – about 12 plants on Danefield Estate, Otley Chevin.
Water Horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile) – two large shoots seen in a ditch, Danefield, Otley Chevin.
Shore Horsetail (Equisetum x litorale) – a colony was found in a woodland wet ditch at Danefield, Otley
Chevin, just like the one near White House on West Chevin.
Fir Clubmoss (Huperzia selago) – A few plants were found among gritstone boulders on the N.E. slope of
Penyghent, at 580 m. Our second record.
Southern Polypody (Polypodium cambricum) – a colony by Cowside Beck.
Intermediate Polypody (Polypodium interjectum) – found at 6 new sites – Busky Dike Lane, Fewston,
Cowside Beck, Litton and Johnny Lane, Otley.
Common Polypody (Polypodium vulgare) – 28 sites found, in Penyghent Gill, Hesleden Beck, near
Beamsley, Middleton Woods, Busky Dike Lane , Fewston, Otley Chevin & Arncliffe. Some plants were
epiphytic on trees.
Hybrid Polypodies – four sites were found for P. x mantoniae, and two for P. x font-queri.
Hard Shield-fern (Polystichum aculeatum) – one plant by Timble Gill beck, also about 28 plants at Ellar
Ghyll, Otley.
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Killarney Fern, gametophyte stage (Trichomanes speciosum) – 21 more colonies found, at ten more sites, all
on the gritstone. Two colonies were in W. Chevin woods, 18 in Middleton Woods and one near a stream at
Myddelton Grange.
FLOURISHING PLANTS THIS YEAR
Giant Bellflower (Campanula latifolia) – ‘More flowers per plant than I’ve ever seen before’, roadsides at
Farnley. (NF) Also in meadow remnant by river Wharfe at Otley (GH), and caught the eyes of D & AB at
river edge, East Holmes Field, Ilkley. And in field near Low Mill, Addingham, not noticed before. (NV)
Foxgloves (Digitalis purpurea) – abundant under Ash trees near Summerscales. (GH)
Broad-leaved Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine) – 50 plants below Westwood Drive, Ilkley, on a shaded
bank. 20 spikes of seed heads still around on 30 Nov. (M & DL)
Odd plants popped up at old sites in Ilkley & at Thruscross (MHA) and new ones eg garden of D & RH, and
on Rupert Road, Ilkley. (D & RH) Also seen by GSH in June, some just starting to flower.
Marsh Helleborine (Epipactis palustris) – had flowered well in Kilnsey wet meadow, Trout Farm, leaving
lots of seed pods. Also good Grass-of-Parnassus (Parnassia palustris) and Devil’s-bit Scabious (Succisa
pratensis). (JH, MH & NV)
Felwort (Gentianella amarella) – lots of plants, with a variety of shades of colour, including cream/white
and petal number (4 or 5). Kilnsey Moor & High Ox Pasture, also behind Threshfield Quarry. (M & DL)
Horseshoe Vetch (Hippocrepis comosa) – flowered well again in Grass Wood.(AMG)
Toothwort (Lathraea squamaria) – lots on roots of willows, Beanlands Island, Ilkley, also Few-flowered
Leek (Allium paradoxum). (M & DL)
Marsh Pennywort (Hydrocotyle vulgaris) – lots of growth on west shore of Fewston Reservoir. (MHA)
Changing Forget-me-not (Myosotis discolor) – This produced a sward of hazy blue at Ben Rhydding Gravel
Pits this year, at the west end of the ‘lawn’. (NV)
Wild Daffodils (Narcissus pseudonarcissus) – flowered well in Stainburn churchyard. (JH, NV)
Early-purple Orchid (Orchis mascula), Cowslip (Primula veris) and Lesser Butterfly-orchid (Platanthera
bifolia) – all doing well at a mid-Wharfedale site, though Cowslip plants were small. (D & RH)
Common Bistort (Persicaria bistorta) – a field full along Dubbs Lane, Buckden. (NV)
Bird’s-eye Primrose (Primula farinosa) – about 30 plants in a damp area near path from Linton to Burnsall.
(PS, D & JS) Many plants seen, leaves only, on hillside near Park Gill beck, also Fragrant Orchids
(Gymnadenia conopsea). (KB)
Cowberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea) – masses of plants at Coney Warren, Barden. (M & DL) Also fruiting
well along path from Storiths to Pickles Gill, with a few late flowers. (PL & others)
Common Valerian (Valeriana officinalis) – small field full of it, near footpath to Thruscross reservoir. (NV)
BOTANY SECTION OUTINGS
th
Round and about Litton. April 26
. Leader – Nicky Vernon
On a fine, sunny day, a group of thirteen met in Litton. On the drive up, we had passed Sweet Cicely
(Myrrhis odorata) in flower, and seen Marsh Marigolds (Caltha palustris) in the beck at Kilnsey, as well as
Primroses (Primula vulgaris) and Cowslips. We started by walking down to the river Skirfare. Swallows
were perched on the telephone wires and a cuckoo was heard calling. Spring had arrived in Littondale!
In Litton, the villagers have planted trees along the lane – Guelder Rose (Viburnum opulus), Rowan (Sorbus
aucuparia) and Bird Cherry (Prunus padus). They have also had the bigger job of getting shingle from the
river bed dredged up and put on the banks to counteract erosion, and to maintain the track at the side of it.
More trees have been planted nearby, which will also help to stabilise the area.
Near the ford, there were many fine clumps of Giant Bellflower, which should look splendid in the summer.
The trackside was lined with trees, mainly Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), and the plants in the verge were mainly
shade-lovers such as Enchanter’s Nightshade (Circaea lutetiana), Yellow Pimpernel (Lysimachia nemorum)
and Ivy-leaved Speedwell (Veronica hederifolia). Joan Powell spotted her first St. George’s Mushroom of
the year.
Near the water was a colony of male Butterbur (Petasites hybridus) with Water Avens (Geum rivale).
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In the remains of the old cockpit, two Sexton Beetles were clearly
planning to set up a nursery under a dead rabbit. Nearby, the non-green
fertile stems of Common Horsetail (Equisetum arvense), or ‘Paddy’s
Pipes’ were growing.
Walking upstream through the meadows on the west side of the river,
the neat little flowers of Crosswort (Cruciata laevipes) were out, along
with Wild Garlic (Allium ursinum) and Red Campion (Silene dioica).
Tucked into the walls were Shining Crane’s-bill (Geranium lucidum) and
Rue-leaved Saxifrage (Saxifraga tridactylites), with Parsley Piert
(Aphanes arvensis) growing close by.
The lime-rich meadow soil was growing Hoary Plantain (Plantago
media), Salad Burnet (Sanguisorba minor), Common Whitlow-grass
(Erophila verna) and Field Woodrush (Luzula campestris). A clump of
Good-King-Henry (Chenopodium bonus-henricus) has probably survived
here for many years, from the days when it was a useful pot-herb.
Walking back through the village, we saw Trailing Bellflower
(Campanula poscharskyana) in a field wall, and a colony of Common
Bistort in the grassy verge.
The group then took the footpath at the side of the pub, which goes to an
attractive little gill, in which the beck emerges from the fellside into a
deep pool, then runs through a narrow gorge and out over a bed of
limestone. The north side of the beck is densely clothed in Bracken
(Pteridium aquilinum), but lime-rich flushes emerge near the beck.
Around these we found Butterwort (Pinguicula vulgaris), Bird’s-eye
Primrose and a little Marsh Valerian (Valeriana dioica), along with
rosettes of Marsh Thistles (Cirsium palustre). Mosses in these flushes
Field Woodrush
had lime deposited on them, like the beginnings of tufa formation.
Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula), Marsh Arrowgrass (Triglochin palustris)
and Grass-of-Parnassus were also found in the wet areas.
On the south side of the gorge, trees were growing along the cliff, Rowan and Ash and
Hazel (Corylus avellana), along with Ivy (Hedera helix). Below the cliff was a patch
of Gooseberry (Ribes uva-crispa). Ferns on the cliff side included Brittle Bladder
(Cystopteris fragilis), Hart’s-tongue (Asplenium scolopendrium) and Green
Spleenwort.
Two fern-allies of interest seen near the beck were Lesser Clubmoss (Selaginella
selaginoides) in the short turf, and, in the barer flush areas, Variegated Horsetail
(Equisetum variegatum). This latter plant is a pleasing find, as it is only our second
record for this species in our recording area. Unlike Common Horsetail (E. arvense),
also present, the cones bearing the spores are small and pointed and borne on green
stems.
The gill also produced a good number of grasses and sedges. Sedges included Spring
Sedge (Carex caryophyllea), Star Sedge (C. echinata), Glaucous Sedge (C. flacca),
Flea Sedge (C. pulicaria) and Oval Sedge (C. ovalis). Among the grasses were Blue
Moor-grass (Sesleria caerulea) Purple Moor-grass (Molinia caerulea) and Meadow
Oatgrass (Helictotrichon pratense), with its attractive seed heads from last year. Small
herbs in the turf included Harebells, Carline Thistle (Carlina vulgaris) and Burnet
Saxifrage (Pimpinella saxifraga).
I wish to thank Beryl and David Turner, members of Upper Wharfedale Field Society,
for their kind help in the planning of this walk.
Variegated Horsetail
th
Barden Riverside & Wood. May 24
. Leader – Heather Burrow.
The group of eighteen met at Barden Bridge, somehow managing to get everyone parked.
The day had two parts to it. Firstly we met up with Roy Lingard, Head Forester for the Bolton Abbey
Estate, to have a look at Springs Wood (near the bridge). Secondly the walk went along the riverside path to
the aqueduct bridge, to cross and return on the other side of the river.
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Roy explained that Springs Wood was planted on the valley side in 1898, and contained quite a lot of
Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus). Three years ago, the trees were largely felled, and since then the area has
been replanted with native species, to encourage an improved understorey. The wood is not called Springs
Wood for nothing, and some drainage ditches have been dug in the lower part, which tends to be very wet.
Young trees planted here are Ash, Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Hazel, Elder, Willows (Salix spp),
Birch (Betula spp) and Rowan.
Much of the ground is bare of vegetation at present, but several typical woodlanders were found (though
none in large amounts). Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosella), Ramsons (Allium ursinum), Dog’s Mercury
(Mercurialis perennis) and Sanicle were seen, also the trio of Geums – Water Avens, Wood Avens (G.
urbanum) and their hybrid (G. x intermedium).
A good patch of Herb Paris (Paris quadrifolia) was a particularly nice find; another was the attractive grass
Mountain Melick (Melica nutans) which is also found nearby in Strid Wood. While admiring these, the
chicks of a great woodpecker could be heard cheeping from their nest high in a tree trunk.
A colony of Butterbur (Petasites hybridus) was found in the lower part of the wood. This is a dioecious
species, having separate colonies of male and female plants, and this colony is the less common female one.
Nearby was a large patch of Lesser Pond Sedge (Carex acutiformis).
Marsh Marigold, Large Bittercress (Cardamine amara) and Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris) were other
plants of wet soils found here.
In the area cleared by felling, there were conspicuous clumps of Common Figwort (Scrophularia nodosa)
and Wood Sage (Teucrium scorodonia), along with Remote Sedge (Carex remota) and Wood Sedge (C.
sylvatica).
The adjacent river bank had a few surprising acquisitions, maybe carried here from further upstream. There
were Red Valerian (Centranthus ruber), a Canadian-type Goldenrod (Solidago sp) and a Yellow Loosestrife
(Lysimachia sp). These last two plants were not in flower.
Over 90 spp were recorded on this part of the walk.
The path downstream to the aqueduct is now completely fenced off from the land above it. However the
bank sides are quite wide, and have some attractive little areas, some wetter, with surface water draining off,
and others with drier turf rich in grasses and flowering herbs.
Taller herbs along the path included Foxgloves, Giant Bellflower and Dame’s Violet (Hesperis matronalis).
In the open turf, both Wild Strawberry (Fragaria vesca) and Barren Strawberry (Potentilla sterilis) were
found, along with Hairy Woodrush (Luzula pilosa), Rest-harrow (Ononis repens) and Dove’s-foot Crane’sbill (Geranium molle). Yellow dandelion-types included Cat’s-ear (Hypochaeris radicata), Rough Hawkbit
(Leontodon hispidus) and lemon-yellow Mouse-ear Hawkweed (Pilosella officinarum).
In the drainage flushes we could see Monkey flower (Mimulus guttatus), Meadowsweet and Cuckooflower
(Cardamine pratensis). At the edge of the river, Water Figwort (Scrophularia auriculata) was found, also
Water Mint (Mentha aquatica) and Reed Canary-grass (Phalaris arundinacea).
On regaining Barden Bridge, Intermediate Polypody was spotted, with its rather leathery fronds and oval
spore-bearing areas. Altogether, it was a very successful day.
Park House Farm, Warsill. June 21st . Leader – Olwen Middleton.
The Botany group went outside our recording area to visit a traditional hay meadow and old wet woodland
at Park House Farm in Nidderdale AONB. This interesting 60-acre farm used to be part of Brimham Deer
Park, which was itself part of Fountains Abbey Estate. When the estate was split up in the 1700s, the deer
park was divided into three farms, of which Park House is one.
Four years ago when the present owners took over, only the perimeter of the farm was enclosed (ie it was
not separated into fields), and it had not been ploughed, re-seeded or treated with chemical fertilizer since at
least before 1900.
All the woodland on the farm is semi-ancient and has been given SINC status by North
Yorkshire County Council.
The flowery meadow with woodland on two sides was our first objective. It sloped from a drier top area
down to a lower boggy patch with adjacent stream, and in the warm sunshine it was botanical heaven. The
meadow is managed for hay, being cut in late July or August to allow time for the flowers to seed.
75 species were recorded here, about two-thirds of them flowering herbs, although the list included trees
and shrubs, ferns and their allies (namely Common Horsetail and Wood Horsetail [Equisetum sylvaticum]),
grasses, sedges and rushes and two species of fungi. Ragged Robin (Lychnis flos-cuculi) was present in both
its pink- and white-flowered forms. Yellow Rattle (Rhinanthus minor), Common Hemp-nettle (Galeopsis
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tetrahit), Cat’s-ear and Changing Forget-me-not grew on the slope, and in the
damper places we found Ivy-leaved Crowfoot (Ranunculus hederaceus), Floating
Sweet-grass (Glyceria fluitans) and Bog Stitchwort (Stellaria uliginosa).
With time beginning to run out, we turned to the small damp wood next to the
meadow. Conditions underfoot were difficult, our feet sank into the ground as
we negotiated fallen timber and humps covered in mosses (mostly Sphagnum
spp). Amongst the sedges were Star Sedge, Greater Tussock-sedge (Carex
paniculata) and Smooth-stalked Sedge (C. laevigata). We also found Marsh
Hawk’s-beard (Crepis paludosa), a plant typical of damp meadows and woods in
hilly areas. Other herbs included Common Spotted-orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsii)
and Creeping Forget-me-not (Myosotis secunda). This small patch of woodland
is one of several on the farm, the others not as damp and yet to be investigated.
We wish to thank Tony and Jenny Garman, the owners, for making us welcome
and allowing us to explore their land.

Star Sedge

Washburn – Thruscross towards Low Dam. July 19 .th Leader – Heather
Burrow.
Fifteen people met up in Thruscross Dam car park on a lovely fine day, to walk
downstream by the Washburn. (Botanising always goes better in good weather!)
The path first takes you down onto a level area, of which a large part has a
concrete base, left by the concrete-making plant from the time of the

construction of the dam.
The bank above this is tree-clad, coming down into Gorse (Ulex europaeus), Honeysuckle (Lonicera
periclymenum), Lady’s-mantle (Alchemilla xanthochlora) and Brambles. Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria
graminea) in this area caused some interest, as there seemed to be two flower-sizes present – ones with
larger flowers and soft ovaries, and others with smaller flowers and hard ovaries. Possibly the first type was
male-sterile.
A briar rose with bright pink flowers, near the river bank, proved to be a Sweet-briar (Rosa rubiginosa).
The hips, leaves and flower stalks are covered with glands which release an apple scent when bruised. This
plant is not at all common in our area, and was nearly cleared out by Yorkshire Water workmen tidying the
site the week before, until we pleaded its case.
Beyond the footbridge, a single Broad-leaved Helleborine plant was found, in a poor state, and close to the
path. After some debate, it was later moved about 20m to what should be a better spot. Not far from this, a
Nettle-leaved Bellflower was seen. This is not a common plant in our area – we have a few sites for it in
Wharfedale, and another for the Washburn, and none before 1987. A new site is therefore very welcome.
The next part of the walk was shaded by trees, including some recently planted. At the foot of one of these,
a patch of Sweet Violet (Viola odorata) was growing, perhaps introduced with the tree. It is usually found
on more lime-rich soils. Ferns seen here included Scaly Male Fern and Narrow Buckler-fern.
Further along, things became more open and heathy, with Heather (Calluna vulgaris), Heath Speedwell
(Veronica officinalis) and Heath Bedstraw (Galium saxatile). Willow trees included Goat Willow (Salix
caprea), Grey Willow (S. cinerea ssp cinerea) and Rusty Willow (S. cinerea ssp oleifolia). This last has
rusty brown hairs on the undersides of the leaves.
The group then reached an area where the digging of a large ditch parallel to the path has disturbed the
ground badly for the time being. A week earlier, hundreds, if not thousands of baby toads were on the move,
crossing this new ditch (which they must have found mountainous) and the path. It was very difficult to
walk without stepping on them. Some were still around on the day of the walk, though not as many.
Soon after this, the wet area was reached. Good numbers of Common Spotted-orchids (Dactylorhiza
fuchsii) were flowering among the grasses, also Marsh Hawk’s-beard and Ragged Robin . In the standing
water, Bog Pondweed (Potamogeton polygonifolius), Bulbous Rush (Juncus bulbosus) and Water Starwort
(Callitriche stagnalis) were growing. Here also were Marsh Violets (Viola palustris) and Round-leaved
Crowfoot , as well as Tufted Forget-me-not (Myosotis laxa). The larger-flowered Water Forget-me-not (M.
scorpioides) was also seen.
At this point, an excellent score of over 140 species had been recorded, and the day had slipped by.
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SURVEYS
OWNR – Survey. May 10th . Leader – Nicky Vernon.
This was our fifth visit for this on-going survey, and we hope to complete the first overall record within one
or two more years. This should give us a picture of the distribution of plants across the whole site. From
this, we should be able to see how plants come and go, or persist in the future, as the site matures.
For 2007, the areas looked at were: the open part of the grazing lawn, not shaded by alder and willow trees
(yet!), the ditch round it, and the banking on the west side of it.
The grazing lawn was surveyed by five small teams walking across it, recording species and estimating
their abundance. 66 species were found.
Closeness to the water table was shown by the high frequencies of Marsh Horsetail (Equisetum palustre),
Water Mint, Hard Rush (Juncus inflexus) and Northern Marsh Orchid. Northern Marsh Orchid and Common
Spotted-orchid were occasional to frequent, not yet in flower, but with many good plants soon to make a fine
colourful show. Young saplings of Goat Willow , Alder (Alnus glutinosa) and Silver Birch (Betula pendula)
were all frequent to abundant and, left to their own devices, will soon shade out many of the smaller herbs,
particularly at the western end. The clump of Common Fleabane (Pulicaria dysenterica), found in 2006,
continues to do well just near the ditch.
The free-draining and impoverished sandy nature of the soil is shown by the frequency of Daisy (Bellis
perennis), Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill (Geranium dissectum), legumes such as Red Clover (Trifolium pratense),
White Clover (T. repens) and Black Medick (Medicago lupulina) and, of course, the ubiquitous Coltsfoot
(Tussilago farfara).
In the ditch, twelve species of aquatic herbs were found, mostly very
plentiful. Ivy-leaved Duckweed (Lemna trisulca), Nuttall’s Waterweed
(Elodea nuttallii), Marsh Horsetail and Common Spike-rush (Eleocharis
palustre) were very common, along with large numbers of tadpoles. Sadly,
the steep sides of the ditch prevent the development of a good marginal
flora.
On the bank top, although over 40 Bee Orchid plants had been counted
earlier, only four were found to have survived to flower in July. Probably
trampling and grazing by Canada Geese are the main reasons for the losses.
The ditch-clearing on the site, carried out by the contractors earlier in the
year, has not been to the immediate benefit of the plant life. It will be
interesting to see what happens as things settle down, and re-colonisation
starts. One tiny plant of Celery-leaved Crowfoot (Ranunculus sceleratus)
appeared on the mound at the north side of the site, where ditch scrapings
had been dumped high and dry.
This is the only plant of this tall and
handsome buttercup to have been seen here since 2001. It was rescued and
Celery-leaved Crowfoot
re-planted in the nearby ditch, in the hope that it might manage to produce a
flower and leaf
few seeds.
st
Lord Burlington’s Wood. May 31
. Leader – Roy Lingard.
Our group met up with Roy Lingard, Head Forester for the Bolton Abbey Estate, in Strid Wood car park,
then walked across the road and into rough pasture. The land between Barden Beck and the pasture was
planted up as Barden Plantation, about 18 years ago, and given rabbit-proof fencing. It was later re-named as
Lord Burlington’s Wood.
The present wood also includes the land along the sides of Barden Beck. This contains a valuable reservoir
of wildlife, including some fine old trees. Botanically, it is the immediate sides of the gill which offer the
greatest biodiversity and interest in this very attractive site.
Joyce and Sam Hartley and Rosemary Payne had made several visits to the site when it was newly planted,
in 1991/92. Joyce had made useful and detailed lists on each visit.
On their early visits, a clear highlight had been the large number of plants of Marsh Cudweed (Gnaphalium
uliginosum), which were in the disturbed ground. On our 2007 visit, when the young trees were not big
enough to cast much shade, the ground vegetation was dominated by a thatch of grasses, along with plants
typical of acid pasture/ heath, such as Tormentil (Potentilla erecta), Broad Buckler-fern (Dryopteris dilatata)
and Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus). There was no sign of cudweed.
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Our first find of interest was entomological – some of the Hazel trees were hosts to large numbers of beetles
– grey ones, and neat oval ones, which shone an attractive bronze-green.
Because our group was large, we divided into two smaller ones, each walking the same route, but one
starting upstream and the other down. Thanks to the presence of two bird-watchers, Simon and Sarah, for
once we got a respectable list of 22 bird species. Our plant-lists were also long, about 140 – 150 species.
The lower part of the gill had a rich ground flora, including Bluebells (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Bugle
(Ajuga reptans), Wood Sorrel, Marsh Hawk’s-beard and a number of Lemon-scented Ferns (Oreopteris
limbosperma).
Moving upstream, a sheltered glade by the beck had 12 good Scaly Male-fern plants (Dryopteris affinis) on
the south bank, and there were a few Primroses on the north bank. Both of these had been noted by JH in
1991/2.
Climbing up the north bank of the gill, 2 oak trees were found which had fine specimens of the fungus
Chicken-in-the-woods growing on them. Here also was a Crab Apple tree (Malus sylvestris) in flower. The
top of the slope was lighter and drier, and Germander Speedwell (Veronica chamaedrys) and Mouse-ear
Hawkweed were growing.
Crossing from the gill into rough pasture, the growth of Mat Grass (Nardus stricta) reminded us we were on
acid land. A boggy flush produced Marsh Horsetail, Bog Stitchwort, Lesser Spearwort, Round-leaved
Crowfoot and Creeping Forget-me-not, along with Marsh Pennywort.
Descending back to the beck, fine old Sessile Oak trees (Quercus petraea), Rowans and Holly trees (Ilex
aquifolium) were growing. Where there were boggy patches, sedges were found including Star Sedge, Pill
Sedge (C. pilulifera), Remote Sedge and Wood Sedge. The distinctive whitish moss, Leucobryum glaucum,
was growing by the beck – a plant of acid soils which is vulnerable to disturbance, as it makes rounded
hummocks of growth, which are easily dislodged.
Those who climbed up beyond the little waterfall found Butterwort, New Zealand Willowherb (Epilobium
brunnescens) and Marsh Valerian.
The group walked back under threatening skies, and all were safely back at their cars just as heavy rain
started to fall.
Our thanks go to Roy Lingard for a varied and interesting day.
A comparison of our findings with those of 1991/2 showed that out of 143 species found in 1991/2, we had
re-found 92, but failed to see 51 others. This seems a lot, but 4 visits at different times of year were made
originally, whereas our visit was on a single day. We did not see the early woodland plants such as Lesser
Celandine, Early Dog Violet (Viola reichenbachiana) or Wood Anemone (Anemone nemorosa), or the later
flowerers, such as Harebell, Golden-rod (Solidago virgaurea) and Devil’s-bit Scabious.
Other smaller species, such as Marsh Cudweed and Pineappleweed (Matricaria discoidea), may have
disappeared, out-competed by strongly growing grasses in the new plantation, when grazing stopped. We
did not re-find either Cowslip or the hybrid False Oxlip (P. x polyantha).
However, we did list an additional 45 species, including a few mosses, such as Leucobryum glaucum. We
also found Climbing Corydalis (Ceratocapnos claviculata), Blinks (Montia fontana) and Round-leaved
Crowfoot, as well as some extra grasses and ferns, including Scaly Male-fern.
Nethergill Farm, Oughtershaw. July 5th .
Leader – Christine Bell.
For some of us, this was a second visit to Nethergill Farm, which is close to the northern edge of our
recording area. The farmhouse is at an altitude of about 380m. On the 2006 visit, we had walked up onto the
extensive Moss, to the south of Oughtershaw Beck.
On the 2007 visit, we started by looking at a corner of the small hay meadow at the back of the farmhouse,
apparently guarded by a red-legged partridge. We saw several of the flowering herbs typical of an upland
hay meadow in the Dales, such as Yellow Rattle, Pignut (Conopodium majus), Eyebright (Euphrasia
officinalis agg), Marsh Marigold, Red Clover, Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolata), Self Heal (Prunella
vulgaris) and Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus acris).
Typical grasses found were Sweet Vernal-grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), Red Fescue (Festuca rubra),
Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris) and Crested Dog’s-tail (Cynosurus cristatus). Signs of impeded
drainage were Oval Sedge and Floating Sweet-grass.
We then moved into a larger area of rough pasture, which has a beck running through it and an interesting
mix of habitats.
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There was acid grassland with large patches of Sharp-flowered Rush (Juncus acutiflorus), and Lousewort
(Pedicularis sylvatica), Heather, Bilberry, Heath Grass (Danthonia decumbens), Tormentil and Heath
Speedwell. All are typical of soils with low pH values.
Where the underlying limestone was exposed, plants which tolerate or prefer a higher pH were found, and
we saw Bird’s-eye Primrose, Mouse-ear Hawkweed and Grass-of-Parnassus (leaves only).
The beck itself had some reddish rocks, in which there were fossil brachiopods. Hard Fern (Blechnum
spicant) was overhanging the beck, New Zealand Willowherb grew near the water, and a few Primroses were
nearby, with a dipper to watch – and the view was pretty good, too.
A lunch stop was taken here, then the group crossed Oughtershaw
Beck, where we saw the tall Bottle Sedge (Carex rostrata), and found
Pyrenean Scurvy-grass (Cochlearica pyrenaica), a plant of northern
upland.
Crossing the lower edge of the Moss, Bog Asphodel (Narthecium
ossifragum) was in flower, and there was a lot of Deer-grass
(Trichophorum caespitosum). Heath Woodrush in both its forms was
seen – the usual one (Luzula multiflora ssp multiflora) and the one with
a compacted flower-head (L. m. ssp congesta).
The last spot visited was the marshy meadow below the eastern wood.
Here the ground was very soft and sticky, and we were not helped by
the large numbers of blackfly intent on biting us.
The vegetation was quite tall, nearly the height of the Wild Angelica
(Angelica sylvestris), but on searching, we found Marsh Valerian,
Marsh Bedstraw (Galium palustre) and Marsh Violet. Marsh
Willowherb, Ragged Robin and more Marsh Marigold and Grass-ofParnassus were here. The orchids, visible from some distance with their
pinkish spikes, were Heath Spotted-orchids (Dactylorhiza maculata).
Their leaves have roundish spots, unlike the transverse splodges of
Common Spotted-orchids.
Ragged Robin
Finally, we walked back through the two small woods, mainly Grey
Willow and Sitka Spruce (Picea sitchensis). A Witch’s Broom was
spotted in a birch tree, and two fungi were found – a Tawny Grisette (Amanita fulva) and a species of
Milkcap (Lactarius sp) – so-called because they exude ‘milk’ if they are damaged.
We wish to thank Chris and Fiona Clark for their help and for allowing us to visit their land again – we will
be back!! I also wish to thank Christine Bell for so kindly taking over as leader at short notice.
st
Bolton Abbey Railway Station. July 31
. Leader – Anne Tupholme.
A visit by AT, BB and NV produced a useful list for the Lineside opposite the station, i.e. on the south side
of the line.
A plant of False Fox-sedge (Carex otrubae) was doing its best to survive, growing out of an old chest
freezer. This is a plant of heavy soils and damp places. It has been found on the site some years ago, and in
2006 a clump was found in Hambleton Quarry nearby.
Another pleasing find was Hairy Tare (Vicia hirsuta), which has a hairy seed pod with only two seeds per
pod. This has not been seen on the site since 1999. On the grassy banks above the line, Fragrant Orchids
were looking good, with some really tall flower spikes.
Plants which have been seen on this part of the site on earlier visits, but which we did not notice in 2007,
included Bladder Campion (Silene vulgaris), Perennial Cornflower (Centaurea montana) and the whiteflowered form of Self Heal (Prunella vulgaris).
This year, the Bee Orchid count for the fenced area north of the line was for 7 flower spikes, better than for
the last year or so.

OTHER MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS
Moschatel (Adoxa moschatellina) – Gayle Lane, Stainburn. (JH, NV) First recorded here by JH in 1989.
Few-flowered Leek – Dalesway path near Burnsall. (PS)
Sand Leek (Allium scorodoprasum) – a colony on Moor Lane, Threshfield, not far from others at
Skirethorns. (NV, MH)
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Ragweed (Ambrosia artemisiifolia) – 6 plants in Menston garden, some flowered well. (AMG)
Creeping Snapdragon (Asarina procumbens) – Queen’s Drive Lane, Ilkley, growing with Ivy-leaved
Toadflax (Cymbalaria muralis). (M & DL)
Pink Purslane (Montia sibirica) – Ilkley Moor. (M & DL)
Lady Fern (Athyrium filix-femina) – several good plants on verge, near bridge over Capelshaw Beck. (NV)
Betony (Stachys officinalis) – in turf at the bottom of Cat Steps, Addingham. (NV)
Remote Sedge – by riverside path from Ilkley to Addingham. (HMB)
Pale Sedge (Carex pallescens) – on west side of Fewston Reservoir, near Rowan trees. (MHA) May be site
where it was found by CB in 1999.
Marsh Thistle – fasciated specimens relatively common in a field below Yarnbury. (AMG)
Lesser Swinecress (Coronopus didymus) – 1 plant at base of drystone wall, Ilkley Old Road, Addingham
end. Our second record – the first being found last year at Hambleton Quarry by SW. (NV)
Wild Carrot (Daucus carota) – 1 good plant by riverside path, upstream from Burnsall. (HMB)
Caper Spurge (Euphorbia lathyris) – 1 damaged plant only on the ‘east lawn’ at Ben Rhydding GP. (NV)
Meadow Crane’s-bill (Geranium pratense f. flore pleno) – Double-flowered form still in verge of New Road,
out of Grassington. (AMG)
Bloody Crane’s-bill (Geranium sanguineum) – at Ghaistrill’s Strid. (M & DL)
Marsh Pennywort – Where road crosses beck, Hoodstorth Lane. (DB)
Bristle Club-rush (Isolepis setacea) – on a boulder near beck, Litton. (NV, PPA)
Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) – Gallows Hill N.R., Otley. (JH)
Crab Apple – on bank of Kex Beck. (GH)
Common Mallow (Malva sylvestris) – North verge of Addingham by-pass. (NV)
Three-nerved Sandwort (Moehringia trinervia) – Lumb Gill, Addingham, also Hairy Woodrush . (NV)
Bog Asphodel – At Timble Ings, seen by Colin Slator & WNS group (MHA). Also on wet heath at
Danefield, Otley Chevin. (BB)
Red Bartsia (Odontites verna) – by farm drive at Deepdale bridge, Langstrothdale, and lots of Knotted
Pearlwort (Sagina nodosa) by riverside path. (HMB) Red Bartsia also on heathland above Caley Crags,
Otley Chevin. (BB)
Common Restharrow – in field at side of A660, Otley to Burley. (BB)
Hard Shield-fern – and a good list of other attractive plants of upland limestone near woodland between
Hubberholme & Yockenthwaite. These included Early-purple Orchid, Hairy Rock-cress (Arabis hirsuta),
Sanicle and Woodruff (Galium odoratum). (HMB)
Soft Downy-rose (Rosa mollis) – Roadside just south of Hoodstorth Lane end, also in both verges near
Windy Hill House, and near Capelshaw Beck. (NV) 7 plants were found on Otley Chevin. (BB)
Sticky Groundsel (Senecio viscosus) – On roadside of A65, west of Ilkley, also down alley near Morten’s,
Ilkley, also near Silsden Road roundabout, Addingham. (NV)
Tansy (Tanacetum vulgare) – near wall at bottom of Marchup Ghyll, Addingham. The other casuals found
with it last year do not seem to have persisted. (NV)
Lesser Meadow-rue (Thalictrum minus) – still doing all right at an old site in Grass Wood. (AMG)
Marsh Valerian – in a community with Large Bittercress, Cuckoo Flower and Primroses on the partially
wooded banks of Kex Beck. (GH)
Hairy Tare – Otley Chevin, near Pool Bank Top. (BB)
Field Pansy (Viola arvensis) – arable land at Farnley. (DB)
Sweet Violet – Found in roadside verge at Linton, near a milestone, nearby a clump of Rock Crane’s-bill
(Geranium macrorrhizum). (HMB, NV)
Some plants with unusually coloured flowers :Giant Bellflower (Campanula latifolia f.alba) – A white-flowered form at Sun Lane N.R., seen in 2006 and
again in 2007. (FCD)
Common Spotted-orchid (Dactylorhiza fuchsii f. rhodochila) – DA & NB saw a plant of this attractive darker
form. JH and NV went looking for it, but found another specimen of it instead! One plant also appeared at
Sun Lane N.R. in 2006, but was not seen in 2007. (FCD)
Viper’s Bugloss (Echium vulgare f. album) – A white-flowered plant seen at Sun Lane N.R. in 2006, did not
reappear in 2007. (FCD)
Field Scabious (Knautia arvensis) – a white-flowered plant on island in river, opposite Grass Wood. (HMB)
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Bush Vetch (Vicia sepium) – a white- or pale yellow-flowered form was found in Moor Lane, Threshfield.
(NV, MH)
Mountain Pansy (Viola lutea) – seen by M & DL on Holgates Kilnsey Moor had blue flowers, unlike the
yellow-flowered plants seen by PS at the top of Conistone Dib. Yellow flowers tend to be more frequent in
the more southern parts of the Dales, and blue-mauve more northern.
Sweet Violet (white-flowered) (Viola odorata f. alba)
– flowered well at Violet Hill Farm, Beamsley.
(HMB, NV)
Aliens,Casuals and Garden Escapes :Corncockle (Agrostemma githago) – Grassy bank, Otley. Presumably of garden origin. (BB)
Wall Cotoneaster (Cotoneaster horizontalis) – occurred at Ghaistrill’s Strid, Grassington. (BB)
Bullate Cotoneaster (C. rehderi) – 3 plants were found at different sites in Otley – 1 on the Danefield Estate,
1 on the roadside by Otley Mills and 1 on East Chevin Road. (BB)
Himalayan Cotoneaster (C. simonsii) – found by a streamside in the lower woodland. (BB)
Leyland’s Cypress (X Cupressocyparis leylandii) – First found on Beanlands Island, Ilkley, by BB in 2005,
and now identifiable. (BB)
Two-rowed Barley (Hordeum distichum) – By the A660, between Otley and Burley. (BB)
Prickly Lettuce (Lactuca serriola) – 7 plants found in a planter in Otley, Westgate. (BB) Also a long row of
plants at the base of a stone wall near Silsden Reservoir. (NV) All plants were forma integrifolia, ie the
leaves were entire, not lobed.
Garden Lobelia (Lobelia erinus) – At 2 sites in Otley. Several coloured varieties, between wall and
pavement. (BB)
Giant Butterbur (Petasites japonicus) – 2 flowering spikes seen at last year’s site, by the Washburn and north
of Lindley Wood Reservoir. (NF & CH)
Garden Petunia (Petunia x hybrida) – Otley town centre. (BB)
Broad-leaved Bamboo (Sasa palmata) – In woodland at top of hill, Ben Rhydding, Ilkley. Plants naturalised
and spreading 100m west of a garden colony. (BB)
Orpine (Sedum telephium) – By bridge over beck on Hoodstorth Lane. Presumably from garden waste. (DB)
Narrow-leaved Ragwort (Senecio inaequidens) – 1 plant at base of wall, at side of Silsden Road, Addingham.
This is a new species in our area. It is a wool alien from South Africa, and is readily found in central
Bradford. (NV)
Canadian Goldenrod (Solidago canadensis) – A colony at the edge of a wet area on Danefield Estate, Otley
Chevin. (BB)
Early Goldenrod (Solidago gigantea) – A strong colony on East Chevin Road, Otley Chevin. (BB)
Bacopa (Sutera cordata) – In Otley town centre. A second record. (BB)
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AMPHIBIANS
CAUDATA TAILED AMPHIBIANS
GREAT CRESTED NEWT Triturus cristatus
Reports from Sun Lane where one was seen,
also seen in a farm pond at Burley.
PALMATE NEWT Triturus helveticus
Reports from Burley and Foulgate Bank.
SMOOTH NEWT Triturus vulgaris
Seen at Sun Lane, a Burley garden and
Gallows Hill.
ALPINE NEWT Triturus alpestris
Reports from Sun Lane and a Burley Pond.
Highest count 19.
ANURA TAIL-LESS AMPHIBIANS
COMMON TOAD Bufo bufo
Spawn first seen at Sun Lane on 24 th March, followed by Farnley Lake, Low Dam, Timble Ings and
OWNR. On 12 th July there were1000s of Toadlets at Low Dam and still plenty a week later. Last seen in
October at OWNR whilst strimming.
COMMON FROG Rana temporaria
First seen in an Otley garden on 20 th January. First spawn on 20 th February at Menston, Hoodstorth, Otley
and Addingham. 50+ frogs croaking and lots of spawn on 25 th February at OWNR. By 20 th May, 100s of
tadpoles in the moat at OWNR. Last seen at OWNR on 1stNovember – disturbed whilst strimming.
SQUAMATA SCALY REPTILES
ADDER Vipera berus
First seen out of hibernation (5 males) on 20 th February. Mostly seen in the Hoodstorth area. 1 seen at
Rough Hold and a male and female at Harden Gill.
SLOW WORM Anguis fragilis
Seen twice in March at Hoodstorth.
COMMON LIZARD Lacerta vivipara
Singles seen at Thruscross, Timble Ings and Otley Chevin.
CONTRIBUTORS: D Alred, N&A Bowland,
K Bullimore, FC Draper, N Fearnley, L Fox,
C Hartley, G Haycock, H Horner, D Howson, S Joul, D&A Middleton, N Moore, P Purvis, C Slator & N
Vernon.
MAMMALS
INSECTIVORA INSECTIVORES
HEDGEHOG Erinaceus europaeus
13 road deaths reported, the first on 12 th January. J Dixon has marked Hedgehogs visiting her garden with
Tippex and has had at least 15 different individuals visit. Courting was seen and heard two nights in April
and juveniles seen in July. Last report was a road kill on 6thDecember.
MOLE Talpa europaea
Molehills widespread in WNS area. Dead Moles reported from Timble, Arncliffe, Hazel Wood Moor and
Otley Chevin.
COMMON SHREW Sorex araneus
Two seen live at Buckden Pike and 1 at OWNR. Others found dead at Timble Ings (2), OWNR and Otley
Chevin.
PYGMY SHREW Sorex minutus
Found dead at Timble, Middleton Wood, Ilkley, Addingham and the first time for OWNR.
WATER SHREW Neomys fodiens
No reports this year.
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CHIROPTERA BATS
DAUBENTON’S BAT Myotis daubentoni
Seen flying low over lake on the Bat walk at OWNR on 22nd May. 1 flying over a stream in Addingham.
NOCTULE BAT Nyctalus noctula
Flying overhead on the Bat walk 22nd May, OWNR.
PIPISTRELLE Pipistrellus pipistrellus
th
Swinsty – flying at 2-15pm on 29
January. Then regularly until the end of August in Pool Bank,
Addingham, Otley, Menston, Burley, Ilkley, Lindley Wood and OWNR on the Bat walk on 22nd May where
M Brown also had a 55 variety.
LAGAMORPHA RABBITS AND HARES
RABBIT Oryctolagus cuniculus
Very widespread in WNS area with outbreaks of Myxomatosis at OWNR and Ilkley. Black Rabbits have
been noted at Burley, Menston, OWNR, Timble, Thruscross and Ben Rhydding. A wild Rabbit with a white
saddle was seen at Otley for a few months but it died of Myxomatosis late June.
HARE Lepus capensis
Thinly spread in our area, either singles or pairs from Addingham, OWNR, Askwith, Knotford, Farnley,
Timble, Chelker, Folly Hall, Dob Park and Otley Chevin.
RODENTIA RODENTS
RED SQUIRREL Sciurus vulgaris
1 seen on 1stOctober in Todd’s Wood, Langstrothdale, Upper Wharfedale,
GREY SQUIRREL Sciurus carolinensis
Plague proportions, a garden nuisance as one recorder noted. On a walk through Swinsty Moor Plantation
14 were seen, Blubberhouses 10, Beecroft 6, far too many. A White Squirrel was seen at Addingham by DL
Robinson on 26thNovember.
BANK VOLE Clethrionomys glariolus
5 seen at OWNR under a mat. 3 caught in Longworth Traps on Open
Day. Also seen at Addingham, Barden, Strid Wood, Farnley Lake and
Penyghent.
FIELD VOLE Microtis agrestis
1 drowned at OWNR after flooding. 2 seen on a path at Kex Ghyll.
WOOD MOUSE Apodemus sylvaticus
Mostly seen on or near bird feeders at OWNR, Addingham, Otley,
Burley, Menston and Timble. 7 caught in Longworth Traps on Open
th
Day OWNR. Adults and 2 juveniles on a Burley rockery on 27
November.
COMMON RAT Rattus norvegicus
1 caught by a cat in Burley. 2 seen in Addingham near stream. 2 road kills at Burley and Menston.
CARNIVORA CARNIVORES
FOX Vulpes vulpes
Many sightings over WNS area with 3 road kills reported. Most seen were 7 on Pool Bank. 3 dens were
noted on Ilkley Moor. J Dixon saw on her lawn, a Fox and a Hedgehog eating together being watched by
next door’s cat.
STOAT Mustela erminea
Frequently seen, young at OWNR with one seen to swim Moat. 1 reported killing a Grey Squirrel.
WEASEL Mustela nivalis
Only a few sightings from Dob Park, Knotford, Trollers Ghyll, Kex Ghyll, Storiths, Timble and Askwith.
MINK Mustela vison
Scats seen at OWNR. Prints and scats at Askwith. 1 seen swimming in the Wharfe from Otley Bridge,
another on a wall at Timble Ings. Three sightings near Dobpark Bridge. At least 8 have been trapped on the
Wharfe this year.
BADGER Meles meles
6 road kills most on the A65. All sets seem to be thriving. Most badgers at one set 5.
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OTTER Lutra lutra
Present at OWNR most of the year except from 22 nd June to 1 stAugust when no spraints could be found. A
female was killed on the road near Stack Point car park and was taken to Cliffe Castle Museum for further
examination.
RED DEER Cervus elaphus
No reports.
ROE DEER Capreolus capreolus
Very well recorded from Bolton Abbey down the Wharfe to OWNR and in the Washburn from Thruscross
to the Farnley Lake area. Most seen together 5 at Farnley and Draughton Heights.
CONTRIBUTORS: D Alred, L Barrett, N&A Bowland, K Bullimore, R&H Burrow, L Dewdney, J Dixon,
FC Draper, N Fearnley, A Gramshaw, G Haycock, C Horner, D Howson, L Lee, P&K Limb, D Odell, D&B
Parkin, P Purvis, DL Robinson, E Scarfe, J Topham, N Vernon & JS Ward.
Thanks to all who sent in records. This would not be possible without YOU. Apologies for any errors or
omissions.
Nevil Bowland
BUTTERFLIES
2007 was a disappointing year for butterflies because the poor
summer increased mortality of all stages and reduced flight time.
Yet the year started well, six Red Admirals being seen in January,
the earliest Red Admiral sightings ever for the WNS. In the
warmest winter there were the most records ever, followed by
plenty of sightings in a lovely spring. But the downpours of June
and July came at a critical time for many species and no real
recovery was possible when the weather at last settled down. Roy
Bedford gives a graphic account of the problems in South
Yorkshire:
‘All species of butterfly were affected, some worse than others.
The Common Blue was hit during the pupal stage, inundated
along with their hosts, the ants. As a result, some second broods failed completely. On my Wakefield
reserve it was the last week in August before I saw a single blue. And this is the patch where I counted 600
a few years ago! Small Tortoiseshell, Comma and Peacock were in their larval stages when the rain came,
and were washed out, along with some of their food plants. In some areas there was a complete loss of
nectar sources. a disaster for both butterflies and observers. We were also looking forward to a good
showing of Painted Lady. but the floods washed out the thistles where the eggs and larvae were
developing. It was September before I saw any Painted Ladies on my transect.’
Returning to Wharfedale, 27 species were recorded in 2007, with the three new species seen last year
failing to return. The two occasional migrants Clouded Yellow and Camberwell Beauty did not appear, and
there was no sighting of Dingy Skipper.
Butterflies were seen from January to December. Over 60 people sent in records, some 4000 in total, the
fifth year running we have topped 3000, but the average number of records per person was the lowest for that
period.
The records table below shows that the period to the end of April was good, and sightings were still above
average by the end of June. The second half of the year was very disappointing, observers typically
remarking that when they did see butterflies the numbers flying were far fewer than normal.
Year
% by end April
% by end June
2003 9%
34%
2004 5%
30%
2005 7%
28%
2006
2.5%
20%
2007 15%
36%
Percentage of year’s records by the end of April, by the end of June
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Last year’s report remarked ‘recent warmer years and an increase in species add to the feeling that
everything in the WNS butterfly world is getting better and better, yet we know that historically the fortunes
of species have ebbed and flowed.’ 2007 amply proved the point!
Once again Rank Order is used below to compare the fortunes of our species. The Rank Order of a species
is based on the number of sightings relative to other species and so can show trends.
For the WNS this
rd
highlights the spread of the Speckled Wood in the last 5 years, moving up the rank order from 23
most
st
th
th
nd
common, to 21 , 8 , 5 and now 2 .
Last year it appeared that four butterflies were in relative decline, but with the good spring Orange Tip had
its best year rising to 8th, Green Hairstreak and Large Skipper were satisfactory but Northern Brown Argus
disappointed.
The main worry is undoubtedly the Common Blue declining from 4 th most common to 17 th in three years.
This is due to the two-generation Common Blues which had a very poor year particularly at Sun Lane NR,
whereas the single-generation Common Blues in Upper Wharfedale seemed fine. The related Holly Blue had
its best ever year, but the Small Copper, which thrives in warm dry conditions, had a poor season declining
to 20th.
The nymphalids generally had sound years. Peacock returned to 1st, Small Tortoiseshell and Comma were
th
3rd and 7 th respectively. As might be expected the migrants Red Admiral (4 ) and
Painted Lady (13 ) hadth
indifferent years.
Of the localised residents, Dark Green Fritillary did well and White-letter Hairstreak was satisfactory but
there were few sightings of Purple Hairstreak.
th
Meadow Brown and Ringlet thrived in the damp conditions being 5
and 9 th respectively, and good
numbers were seen. The sun-loving Wall had a poor season, the other browns were satisfactory. There was
another sighting of Gatekeeper in Upper Wharfedale suggesting they may at last be spreading up the dale.
Details of individual species follow. The initials in square brackets denote individual observers whose
names are at the end of the report. ‘New sites’ denotes new 1km. squares on the WNS map.
HESPERIIDAE
1526 SMALL SKIPPER Thymelicus sylvestris
121 Sightings, 42 Sites.
An average number of records this year. However, there were fewer sightings and sites than 2006 and
numbers were disappointing. Records came from Appletreewick, Trollers Gill , Ilkley to Otley, up the
Washburn to Thruscross., and near Greenhow, Timble Ings, Grimwith and Stainburn Moor with new sites
North of Trollers Gill [DH] and North of Thruscross [JS]. Seen on thirteen sites in the upper dale, from
Grass Wood to Kettlewell. with new sites at Knipe Scar [AG], Conistone Pasture[EC] and Barehouse [KB]
and a peak count there of 29 near Kettlewell [GL]. Recorded first on 2 nd June at Otley Wetlands [NB], and
st
last on 12thSeptember at Timble Ings [KL] Overall peak count was 34 at Timble Ings on 31 July
[PM].
1531 LARGE SKIPPER Ochlodes venata
57 Sightings, 17 Sites.
An average year, rather disappointing after 2006. There were
two new sites at Threshfield [GL] and Duck Street Quarry
Greenhow [MB], and insects were also seen at Ilkley, Sun Lane
NR, Otley Wetlands NR, Otley Chevin, Stainburn Forest,
Timble Ings and in the Washburn.. There were six sightings
from Upper Wharfedale, and a peak count there of 3 at Grass
Wood [GL].
First seen on 4 th June at Otley Wetlands [DA], last seen on 24 th
August at Lower Grass Wood [TV]. The peak count was 23 at
Stainburn Forest on 29 th June [DH]. There were two other
counts in double figures.
PIERIDAE
1546 BRIMSTONE Gonepteryx rhamni
39 Sightings, 29 Sites.
2005 and 2006 were good years, but that was not maintained in 2007. First seen on 11 thMarch at Middleton
Woods [DH], the last on 8 th September also in Middleton [DH]. There were seven new sites, including
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Hebden [ABK], Barden [SR], Strid Wood [PM], and the Valley of Desolation [CJ]. Most of the sightings
were from Addingham [RB, LR] through to Menston [JS, AG], with some in Burley [JK] often from Sun
Lane NR [PR, DA], one from Grimwith [PP], several from Washburndale and three from the Grassington
area [TV]. The peak count was 4 [KB]. Five of the reports were of females. NB: Fifty alder buckthorns
have recently been planted on local nature reserves to help this insect.
There were over 120 records of unidentified Whites, probably largely a mixture of Small Whites, Greenveined Whites and female Orange Tips.
1549 LARGE WHITE Pieris brassicae
137 Sightings, 35 Sites.
Records fewer than average this year. The peak number seen was 15, on the 22 nd August at Otley Chevin
[NB]. All other counts were in single figures. These were scattered widely over the two dales. First seen on
15th April in Burley [DA], and the last on 23rd September in Menston [JS].
1550 SMALL WHITE Pieris rapae
167 Sightings, 46 Sites.
The number of sightings was about half that in 2006 and well down on the average. Seen widely in both
dales, up to Arncliffe, Yockenthwaite, and Thruscross, and at Greenhow. The first was on 27 th March in
Otley [PDB], and the last was on 6 th October at Burley [FD]. The peak count was a modest 13 on 9 th
August on a walk to Yockenthwaite [KB]. There was no other count in double figures.
1551 GREEN-VEINED WHITE Pieris napi
232 Sightings, 76 Sites.
th
Sightings well down on average numbers yet seen very widely over most of our area. First seen on 14
th
April at Otley [NB, PPS], last noted on 16 September at Otley Wetlands [DA]. The largest count was of
28 on 31stMay at Grimwith [KB]. There were only two other counts of 20 or above [MB, KB].
1553 ORANGE TIP Anthocharis cardamines
184 Sightings, 71 Sites.
Flying before the bad weather, there were the most records ever of this butterfly. There were sightings up
Wharfedale to Kilnsey [EC], with eleven new sites reported. Amongst those were Buckden [KM], Cracoe
[SM], Barden Beck Wood [DL], and near Pool Bridge [KB]. Washburndale insects were seen as far as
Swinsty [DH]. First seen on 7 th April at Fewston and Dob Park [JK, KB], and the last sighting was at
st
Knotford Nook on 11 th June [ES]. The highest count was 20 at Burley Sun Lane NR [PR] on 1 May
and
th
near Lindley Wood [KL] on 25 April. There were three other sites with counts over 10.
LYCAENIDAE
1555 GREEN HAIRSTREAK Callophrys rubi
65 Sightings, 24 Sites.
An above-average year. First report was on 8 th April at Rushy Beck, Burley Moor [DH] and the last was on
3rd June at the same site, same recorder. The largest counts were 72 at Otley Chevin on 28 th April [ES] and
70 on Barden Moor on 2 nd May [ME]. There were counts of 30 or above at Otley Chevin (2) [ES, GH],
Langbar Moor [DH], and Barden Fell (2) [DD]. A sighting at Kilnsey on 2 nd May [EC] is the furthest yet up
the limestone valley of the Wharfe.
1557 PURPLE HAIRSTREAK Neozephyrus quercus
7 Sightings, 3 Sites.
One new site near Burnsall where an insect was seen by the main road on 30 th July [GF]. The first report
was on 24 th July, the last on the 7 th September, the most seen, 3 on 30 th August, all at Middleton Hospital
[DH]. The only other site was Sun Lane NR where one was seen on 30thJuly [DH].
1558 WHITE-LETTER HAIRSTREAK Satyrium w-album
10 Sightings, 4 Sites.
Little recorder activity this year. The first sighting of 2 was on 2 nd July, the peak sighting of 3 was on 8 th
July, and the last sighting of 1 was on 16 th July, all at Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits [DH]. Other sites were
Addingham Old Road, Middleton Wood East edge – both [DH] – and Sun Lane NR [PR, FD].
1561 SMALL COPPER Lycaena phlaeas
58 Sightings, 22 Sites.
A very poor year by any measure. Observed once in Upper Wharfedale at a new site near Litton [LL]. Also
seen in the Washburn up to Thruscross [JS, DH], and at Greenhow [MB]. First sighted on 2 nd May at Kex
Ghyll [DM], with 19 first-generation (May-June) records this year, and a peak number of 6 on 2 nd June at
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Timble Ings [DA]. In the second generation the peak number was only 5 at Otley Wetlands [PR]. The last
record was on 21 st October near Litton [LL]. The variety schmidtii, with the copper colour replaced by
white, was seen on the Middleton Wood edge on 11th September [DH].
1573 NORTHERN BROWN ARGUS Plebeius (Aricia) artaxerxes
15 Sightings, 3 Sites.
The flight season was devastated by the June downpours. The transects at Long Ashes [GL, EC] and
Bastow Wood [MF, IP] suffered accordingly. The peak number seen was only 15 at Long Ashes [GL] on
st
11th June, and 6 at Bastow Wood [IP] on 7 th July. The first sighting was of 2 insects on 1 June
at Bastow
th
Wood [GL] and the last sighting was on 5
August by the same observer, same place. The only other
sighting was South of White Nook bridge [GL], where 2 insects were seen on 20thJune.
1574 COMMON BLUE Polyommatus icarus
92 Sightings, 33 Sites.
In the high dales there is one brood a year, lower down there are usually two.
The single-brooded butterflies had an average year but the first brood further down the dale fared very
badly and there were few records of second-brood insects. There were three new sites, at Barehouse near
Grassington [KB], at Hebden [ABK], and near Park Terrace Otley [ES]. The insect was seen widely over
th
both dales. At Duck Street Quarry Greenhow there was the largest count of 317 butterflies on 19
July
st
[MB], down from 900 in 2006. Next largest was 30, seen near Kettlewell on 31
July [KB]. The first
nd
th
sighting from the single-brooded sites was on 2
June at Bastow Wood [MF], and the last on 11
September at Greenhow when 2 were seen [MB].
The largest counts on the known double-brooded sites were 4 in the first generation at Sun Lane NR on 9 th
June, 3 in the second generation there on 5 th August and 3 at Otley Wetlands on 24 th August [all PR]. The
th
first sightings were on 31 st May when 2 were seen at Sun Lane NR [PR]. The last sighting was on 18
September at Otley Wetlands NR [DA].
1580 HOLLY BLUE Celastrina argiolus.
99 Sightings, 27 Sites.
The most sightings yet. No fewer than eight records from Upper Wharfedale including a new area at
Kilnsey where one was seen in the Spring and another in Summer [ES]. Recorded from two areas in the
Washburn and from Addingham, Burley, Menston, Otley and Timble Ings. The first sighting was of 2
flying round a tree on 7 th April at Fewston reservoir [JK], the last was of a worn female on 12 th September
th
in FD’s garden in Burley. The most seen were 3 in AG’s garden in Menston on 28
April, at Gill Brow
th
th
Otley on 30 April [DH], and at Burley on 11 August [FD].
NYMPHALIDAE
1590 RED ADMIRAL Vanessa atalanta
287 Sightings, 62 Sites.
Following the unprecedented 6 sightings in January, there were 4 in February and 2 in March. Before 2002
the WNS had no RA records from any of these months.
Seen throughout Wharfedale up to Oughtershaw [PR, NV] and Litton [LL] but fewer reported from the
Washburn. Again seen at Greenhow [MB]. The first sighting was on 3 rd January in Ilkley [AG]. The last
st
was seen on 21 st November near Farnley [DA]. The peak count was 12 on 21 October
in Ben Rhydding
[DH], nectaring on ivy. All other counts were in single figures.
1591 PAINTED LADY Vanessa cardui
115 Sightings, 46 Sites.
A poor year. The first sighting was an early 7 th April at Addingham [PM], and another 2 were seen on 11 th
th
May in Ilkley [DM]. The last two sightings were on 6
October, one in Ilkley [LD], and one at
Oughtershaw [PDB]. The peak counts were 6, once in June and twice in September, two at Sun Lane NR
[PR, DA], and one in Ilkley [DH].
1593 SMALL TORTOISESHELL Aglais urticae
365 Sightings, 107 Sites.
Continuing its revival but is nowhere abundant. Recorded in many places throughout our area. First seen
st
on 2 nd February on Barden Moor [AB] and last on 31 October
in Menston [JS]. The peak count was13 at
Duck Street Quarry Greenhow [MB] and all other counts were in single figures.
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1597 PEACOCK Inachis io
456 Sightings, 107 Sites.
th
One of three species that has more records than in 2006 – our most-reported butterfly. First seen on 29
th
January near Swinsty [KL] and there were 3 February records. Last seen on 30
December at Lindley
reservoir, on a tree root [PPS]. There was a peak count of 40 on 24 th August at Middleton Hospital [DM].
th
There were counts of 20 on 7thApril at Fewston reservoir [JK] and 19 on 27 August
at Sun Lane NR [PR].
17 other counts were in double figures, 7 in April, 1 in May, 7 in August, and 2 in September.
To see the effect of the bad weather compare the 7 records in July 2007 with a maximum of 2 insects seen,
with the102 records of July 2006 with a maximum of 42 insects seen.
1598 COMMA Polygonia c-album
216 Sightings, 47 Sites.
An average year, but the records include 5 new areas, one at Yockenthwaite on 9 th August [KB], the others
close to known sites at Kilnsey [EC], Grimwith [TV], Stainburn Forest and Otley [DH].
The first butterfly was seen in an Ilkley garden on 5 th March [PL], and the last on 16 th November in a Ben
Rhydding garden[DH]. In the Spring on four occasions 4 insects were seen [AN, KB, DH, KL]. Overall the
peak number of 11 was seen on 24 th August at Middleton Hospital [DM]. All other records were in single
figures.
1607 DARK GREEN FRITILLARY Argynnis aglaja
33 Sightings, 17 Sites.
There were sightings at the 3 colonies in Upper Wharfedale,
near Kettlewell [GL, KB, GF], in Bastow Wood [MF, IP, EC,
GL], and in Trollers Gill [PH, DH]. Also 3 sightings at Duck
Street Quarry Greenhow [MB], an occasional site pre 2000.
There were 4 sightings in Littondale, two near Hawkswick,
one near Old Cote Moor [PM], and 4 insects near Arncliffe
[GL]- another colony? There were also seven sightings not
very far from Bastow Wood – roamers perhaps?
st
The peak number was 8 on 31
July at Park Gill near
Kettlewell [GF] and 7 were seen there on 9 th August [GL].
Six were seen at Bastow Wood on 24 th July [TV]. At Trollers
th
th
Gill there were 3 on 5 and 7 August [PH, DH].
Lower down the dale one was seen at Burley Sun Lane NR [FD] on 10 th July. The earliest record was on
7th July in Bastow Wood [IP]. The last were seen on 4 th September at Ghaistrill’s Strid [DM] and near
Arncliffe [GL].
SATYRIDAE
1614 SPECKLED WOOD Pararge aegeria
372 Sightings, 72 Sites.
Still expanding its range, particularly in the area around Otley. More records this year, now our second
commonest butterfly.
In the upper dale there are new sites near Buckden [PDB] and Hebden [ABK].
The earliest record was on 10 th April in Otley [ES], and there were twelve more April records – there has
only been one previously, in 2002. The latest record was 23 rd October from the edge of Middleton Woods
[DH]. The largest number seen in the first half of the year was 14 on 11 th June near Knotford [ES]. The
peak number (ever) was 55 at Sun Lane NR on 7 th September [PR], followed by 50 on 10 th September at
Otley Wetlands [DA, PPS]. In Upper Wharfedale 20 were seen on 24thAugust in Grass Wood [TV].
1615 WALL Lasiommata megera
81 Sightings, 43 Sites.
A poor year with records well down, though with 14 around Grassington where Wall appears to be
spreading. Lower down the Wharfe valley seen near Hebden, Skyreholme, Barden, Addingham, Ilkley,
Burley, Menston and Otley. In the Washburn area seen near Lindley, Norwood, Sword Point, Timble,
th
Stainburn Forest, and as far up the valley as Thruscross, then near Greenhow. First seen were 2 on 28
nd
April at Otley [ES]. Last seen on 22 September at two sites near Lindley [PDB]. The highest count was 14
on 11 th September at DSQ, Greenhow [MB] and there were two other counts in double figures at Timble
Ings [DA, LD]. There were notable new sites at Yarnbury [GL] and at Grimwith [PP].
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1625 GATEKEEPER Pyronia tithonus
100 Sightings, 26 Sites.
Another good year. A record from Lea Green [KB] increases the suspicion of a colony in Upper
Wharfedale. Lower down the valley insects were seen at Trollers Gill, in Ilkley, Burley, Otley, and several
sites in the Washburn area including Lindley, Norwood, near Stainburn Forest, with substantial numbers at
Timble Ings and Thruscross. First seen on 27th June at Menston [DM], and last on 3 rd September at Otley
th
st
Wetlands [PPS]. The most seen were 25 on 25thJuly at Sun Lane NR [PR] and on 28 July
and 1 August
at
Otley Wetlands [PR, KL].
1626 MEADOW BROWN Maniola jurtina
276 Sightings, 68 Sites.
Substantial colonies were noted throughout the dales, but it was just an average year. Three new sites in
Littondale [GL, AG], others at Yockenthwaite [KB], Yarnbury[GL] and three near Otley [ES, GH, PDB].
First seen, 2 on 10 th June at Otley Wetlands NR [PDB]. Last seen on 11 th September at Yarnbury [GL]. The
peak sighting was 250 at DSQ Greenhow on 28 th July [MB], 100 were seen on 7 th July in the Washburn
th
valley [PR], at least 90 on 19thJuly at Sun Lane [PR], and over 50 at Otley Wetlands on 7 July
[PPS].
1627 SMALL HEATH Coenonympha pamphilus
96 Sightings, 38 Sites.
A good year with six new sites, most close to known areas, Knipe Scar [AG] perhaps the most notable.
Seen widely in upper Wharfedale as far as Scar House [GL], with several sites in Littondale [KB, PM] and
one at Yarnbury [GL]. Down the valley there were records from Grimwith [TV], Appletreewick [CG],
Trollers Ghyll [5 recorders], Addingham [DM], Middleton [DH], and Denton moors [PP]. In the Washburn
there were sightings at Timble Ings [5 recorders], Stainburn Forest [DH], and Thruscross [DH], and near
th
Greenhow [MB]. The first record was on 5
May at Addingham [DM], and the last sighting was at
th
Conistone Dib on 12 September [ES]. The peak number 34 was seen on 5 th August at Trollers Gill [PH,
DH]. Ten other sightings were in double figures.
1629 RINGLET Aphantopus hyperantus
175 Sightings, 50 Sites.
A good year with twelve new sites. Seen in Upper Wharfedale as far as Kettlewell with new sites at
Barehouse near Grassington [KB] and Threshfield Moor Lane [MH]. Seen in the lower dale at
Appletreewick [CG] and Ilkley through to Otley, also at Grimwith and Trollers Ghyll. Seen in the
Washburn from Farnley, Lindley, Norwood to Thruscross, also at Stainburn Forest and DSQ Greenhow
[MB], where there was a count of 320 on 19thJuly.
A peak estimate (most ever) of ‘over 500’ on 2 nd July was reported from Otley Wetlands [DA]. There was
an estimate of ‘over 100’ on 4 th July [KL] and 9 th July [PDB] at Timble, and on 7 th July in the Washburn
[PR]. The earliest record was on 13 th June at Otley Wetlands NR [DA], and the last on 8 th September at
Bastow Wood [MF].
In compiling this report I am very grateful for the help of many WNS members, the Upper Wharfedale
Field Society, Butterfly Conservation, friends and family. Most of the records have come directly, but
others have come via Gerald Light of the UWFS and Terry Whitaker of Butterfly Conservation.
I apologise for any errors or omissions.
Records were received from the following
D & J Alred(DA), Mr & Mrs Anderson, M Atkinson, M Barnham(MB), DF Boocock, A Bostock(ABK),
N & A Bowland(NB), P & D Brear(PDB), K Bullimore(KB), R & H Burrow(RB),T & M Chalmers(TC),
JM Clapham(JC), Clapham & Gramshaw(CG), EC Clements(EC), D Dalton(DD), LG Dewdney(LD), FC
Draper(FD), M Earnshaw(ME), N Fearnley, AL Powell & GT Foggitt(GF), M Fryer(MF),
A.Gramshaw(AG), M Hamflett, M Hartley(MH), G Haycock(GH), D & R Howson(DH), P & D
Howson(PH), D &R Jakeways(DJ), C Jepson-Brown(CJ), J & K Kyriakides(JK), P Lambert(PL), D & M
Leather(DL), L Lee (LL), G Light (GL), K & P Limb(KL), K McInnis, P Millard(PM), DH Moore(DM),
N Moore(NM), D Morris(DMS), S Morris(SM), S Parkes, P & J Parkin(PP), I Powell, P Purvis(PPS), S
Ratcliffe(SR), A & P Riley(PR), LD Robinson(LR), E Scarfe(ES), D Smith, J & D Storey(JS), A & B
Thompson(AT), D Tingle, T Vittery(TV), A Wardman, C Wheatley, C Williams(CW).
David Howson
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MOTHS
There were a number of highlights during the year as follows:
The Beautiful Brocade was caught at Beamsley in the M.V.
trap on 20 th June. It was photographed and released. The
photograph was shown to Dr. M. Barnham and then to Philip
Winter, the County Recorder who confirmed the diagnosis. It
appears that the last County record was in 1970.
There was an arrival of Great Brocade, of the grey form and
presumably immigrants. There were nine at Beamsley in the
period 24 th – 30 th August and one in the Burley trap on 13 th
September.
White-pinion Spotted was recorded from Beamsley on 17 th
May and Burley on 11 th June.
Oak Nycteoline was trapped at Burley on 4 th May and I have only been able to find four previous VC 64
records.
It is interesting to note the three commonest species at Burley and at Beamsley and at Menston.
Burley
Beamsley
Menston
Large Yellow Underwing 816
Common Footman
135
Large Yellow Underwing 661
Heart and Dart
549
Large Yellow Underwing
67
Heart and Dart
181
Dark Arches
318
Silver Ground Carpet
43
Dark Arches
136
The numbers caught however depend on how frequently trapping occurs and what kind of trap is used.

Selected Species List
Here I’ve tried to record what I believe to be the most interesting species trapped in the Wharfedale district
during the year. It is a purely personal decision but all records received are filed in the archives.
Once again it has been a most interesting year.
The order is as in the ‘Guide to the Moths of Great Britain and Ireland’ by Townsend and Waring.
1646 OAK HOOK TIP Watsonalla binaria
One at Beamsley on 11thAugust.
1652 PEACH BLOSSOM Thyatira batis
One at Menston on 20thJune. A beautiful moth.
1661 ORANGE UNDERWING Archiearis parthenias
A dayflier: Eight at Timble Ings on 27thMarch (P&K Limb).
1799 WINTER MOTH Operophtera brumata and 1800 NORTHERN WINTER MOTH O. fagata
Occurrence at Beamsley in the ratio of 8:1.
1715 PLAIN WAVE Idaea straminata
Recorded at Beamsley on 25thJuly and 7 th August.
1724 RED TWIN SPOT CARPET Xanthorhoe spadicearia
One in the Beamsley trap on 23rd May.
1835 WHITE SPOTTED PUG Eupithecia tripunctaria
23rd and 24th May at Menston.
1862 DOUBLE STRIPED PUG Gymnoscelis rufifasciata
3 at Menston trap on 1stAugust.
1876 SMALL YELLOW WAVE Hydrelia flammeolaria
One at Menston on 10thJuly. A local, scarce Yorkshire species but regular at this site.
1893 TAWNY BARRED ANGLE Macaria liturata
Menston trap on 28th July.
1904 SCORCHED WING Plagodis dolabraria
th
Recorded only at the Menston trap; singles on 8th, 9 th, and 10 July.
1930 OAK BEAUTY Biston strataria
One resting on the garden shed at Beamsley on 22nd February and another in the Burley trap on 25thMarch.
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1957 WHITE PINION SPOTTED Lomographa bimaculata
A scarce moth indeed in VC 64, but one at Beamsley on 17 th May (specimen) and another in Burley on the
11th June (photo).
1969 GREY SCALLOPED BAR Dyscia fagaria
One at Beamsley on the 6thJune, where it has appeared for the last three years.
HAWK MOTHS Sphingidae
Both Poplar and Elephant Hawk moths were recorded regularly as usual. Small Elephant Hawk is
becoming much more frequent. Only one record of Lime Hawk this year in Burley and only two
Hummingbird Hawk moths reported.
2026 VAPOURER Orgyia antiqua
Larvae stripped a rose bush in an Otley garden.
2050 COMMON FOOTMAN Eilema lurideola
One hundred and thirty-five in the Beamsley Rothampstead trap in July and August.
2104 NORTHERN RUSTIC Standfussiana lucernea
One in the Beamsley trap on 14thOctober was a late date, and one at Duck Street Quarry in August.
2122 PURPLE CLAY Diarsia brunnea
One record from Menston on 4thJune and three from Burley in June and July.
2132 NEGLECTED RUSTIC Xestia castanea
One at Burley on 13thSeptember.
2137 GREAT BROCADE Eurois occulta
A great year for this rare immigrant. All of the grey form, there were nine at Beamsley 24 th to 30 th August
and one at Burley on the 24th.
2154 CABBAGE MOTH Mamestra brassicae
No longer common; just one record at Menston on the 11thJuly.
2156 BEAUTIFUL BROCADE Lacanobia contigua
One in the Beamsley trap on 20 th June. Photographed and released. The identity was confirmed by the
County Recorder, Philip Winter.
2186 POWDERED QUAKER Orthosia gracilis
One at Menston on 13thApril was the only record.
2232 BLACK RUSTIC Aporophyla nigra
There were records from Beamsley on 13 th September and Menston on 5 th October, and six records from
Burley between 15th September and 14thOctober.
2236 PALE PINION Lithophane hepatica
Recorded from the Menston trap on 26thMarch, 4 th April and 9thApril.
2280 MILLER Acronicta leporina
One at Menston on 4th June and again on 8thJune.
2281 ALDER MOTH Acronicta alni
Again Menston the only site with one on 7 th June. Quoted in ‘Butterflies and Moths of Yorkshire’ as
nowhere common.
2297 COPPER UNDERWING Amphipyra pyramidea and
2298 SVENSSON’S COPPER UNDERWING A. berbera
Eight of the former to three of the latter species at Burley. Two of the latter at both Menston and Beamsley.
All in the period of 27thJuly to 13 th September.
2302 BROWN RUSTIC Rusina ferruginea
One at Beamsley on 18thJune.
2367 HAWORTHS MINOR Celaena haworthii
One in the Beamsley trap on 10thAugust.
2389 PALE MOTTLED WILLOW Paradrina clavipalpis
Recorded from Menston on 9 th and 20 th June with three on the former date, and from Burley on 18 th June
th
and 8thand 19 July.
2423 OAK NYCTEOLINE Nycteola revayana
One in the Burley trap on 4th May was an excellent find.
2452 RED UNDERWNG Catocala nupta
One trapped at Beamsley on 14thOctober.
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Excellent Field Guides are now readily available, and moths can be found most easily by using an ordinary
electric light bulb (up to 200 watts); by buying a moth trap from one of a number of dealers; making a sugar,
black treacle and rum mixture and painting it onto a tree trunk; by soaking a rope in red wine or beer and
hanging it up in the garden; rearing from eggs or caterpillars and even digging round the base of tree trunks
with a trowel looking for pupae.
An absorbing hobby.
Records were submitted by the following: Jeanette Clapham, Graham and Anna Foggitt, Audrey Gramshaw,
Ken and Pat Limb, Derek Parkinson, Peter and Anne Riley, Jack and Dorothy Storey.
Graham Foggitt
MICRO MOTHS

The division of moths into macro- and micro-moths is one of
convenience rather than science and although micro-moths are
generally smaller (and some positively tiny) some are, in fact,
considerably larger than many macro-moths. Unfortunately, the
image of micros is of one of boring little brown jobs, or LBJs in
birdwatching terms, and
this is why many moth trappers
concentrate only on the macros. In fact, many of the micro species
are particularly beautiful and it was this that first encouraged me to
learn more about them and, more recently, to volunteer to become
micro-moth recorder for the Society.
More than 900 species of micro-moth have been found in
Yorkshire but, unfortunately, there is no comprehensive guide book
as there is for macro-moths. There is, however, a very good website
which covers both macros and micros and this has proved very helpful.
We started this year looking at all the supposedly common micro-moths that we would expect to find in the
area and, typically, by far the most common was Epiphyas postvittana – the Light Brown Apple Moth. It is
positively abundant. This is an Australian species which was probably accidentally introduced into Cornwall
in the 1930s and has spread rapidly northwards. It can be found in most months of the year and it is a pest
species in Australian orchards.
Perhaps the most exciting micro-moth of the year was Amblyptilia acanthadactyla caught by Freda Draper
in Burley-in-Wharfedale. This is one of the so-called Plume Moths and it was only the fourth record for
VC64.
Some of the most colourful of the micros are in the Pyralidae family. Gold Triangle (Hypsopygia costalis),
Pyrausta purpuralis, Mint Moth (Pyrausta aurata) and Small Magpie (Eurrhypara hortulata) were all
reported. The larvae of the Mint Moth feed on various mints but marjoram seems to be a particular favourite
and the adult moths can often be seen during the day between May and August flying around the plants. The
China-marks are unusual in that their larvae are entirely aquatic, feeding on water plants. Pat Limb found
both Brown China-mark (Elophila nymphaeata) and Small China-mark (Cataclysta lemnata) at Otley
Wetlands in June.
Unfortunately, I have only had records from 5 sites this year. Nevertheless we have still identified a total of
63 species. It would, however, be nice to have a wider spread of records next year. I would be pleased to try
and identify any small moths from digital photographs with details of where and when they were
photographed.
Finally, as an example of just how attractive some of the micros can be, take a look at Anne Riley’s
photograph of the yellow and brown micro Agapeta zoegana on the back cover. This is supposedly
widespread in Yorkshire, its main foodplant being common knapweed.
I am grateful to Dr C Fletcher for his help with identification of some of this tricky group of moths and also
to the following contributors: N Bowland, FC Draper, K & P Limb, A & P Riley
Peter Murphy
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Stop Press!
The micro moth Horse Chestnut Leaf Miner (Cameraria ohridella) has
been found in Middleton Woods. Derek Parkinson writes:
‘This species was discovered in Macedonia in 1985 and since then has
spread to the rest of Europe, being first discovered in London in 2002, and
now into Yorkshire by 2007, all set to create havoc with our conker trees.’

DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES
Sightings in species order as follows:

ORDER ODONATA

LARGE RED DAMSELFLY Pyrrhosoma nymphula
Recorded between 17 th April and 8 th August at Timble, Otley Wetland Nature Reserve, Chevin Top, Sun
Lane Burley, Ben Rhydding Gravel Pits, Lindley Pond, Low Dam and Burley gardens. Largest count 5 th
June Timble 20+.
BLUE TAILED DAMSELFLY Ischnura elegans
Recorded between 15 th May and 15 th September at OWNR, Timble, Sun Lane and BRGP. Numbers
included 11th June OWNR 30+, 23rdAugust Timble 29.
AZURE DAMSELFLY Coenagrion puella
Recorded between 1 st May and 3 rd September at OWNR, Timble, Low Dam, Farnley Lake, Dob Park,
rd
Otley Riverside, Burley gardens, Sun Lane and BRGP. Of note were 3
June Sun Lane 20, 17 th June
OWNR many, and 7thJuly Farnley Lake 20.
COMMON BLUE DAMSELFLY Enallagma cyathigerum
Recorded between 15th May and 18 th September at OWNR, Timble, Gallows Hill, Knotford, Farnley Lake,
Leathley, Riverside Otley, BRGP, Middleton Hospital site, Lindley Pond, Sun Lane, Burley gardens, and
Dob Park. Largest counts were 7 th July Farnley Lake 100, 24 th July Timble 20, 5 th August Sun Lane 20,
and 9thAugust OWNR 100+.
EMERALD DAMSELFLY Lestes sponsa
Recorded between 27 th June and 21 st October at OWNR, Timble, Sun Lane, and Yarnbury. Counts
included 28th July OWNR many, 8thAugust Timble a few 100, 23 rd August OWNR 50+.
BANDED DEMOISELLE Calopteryx splendens
recorded between 26 th May and 10 th September at Castley, OWNR, Rougemont, Gallows Hill, Knotford,
Riverside Otley, Otley garden, Riverside Burley, BRGP, Middleton Woods and Timble. Largest counts
were 2nd June Castley 28, 11th June Knotford 16, 11thJune OWNR 13.
BROWN HAWKER Aeshna grandis
Recorded between 17 th June and 1 st October at OWNR, Timble, Gallows Hill, Knotford, Otley garden,
Lindley, Farnley Lake and pond near Little Almscliffe Crag. Largest counts were 28th July OWNR 10, 10th
August Farnley Lake 9, 24th August OWNR 40 including many ovipositing females.
COMMON HAWKER Aeshna juncea
Recorded between 2nd July and 21stOctober at OWNR, Timble, Dob Park, Lindley, Sun Lane, BRGP, near
Yockenthwaite and Park Rash near Kettlewell. Counts included th8 August Timble 6, 24 August Timble 8.
SOUTHERN HAWKER Aeshna cyanea
Recorded between 11 th June and 20 thOctober at OWNR, Timble, Fewston, Dob Park, Farnley Lake, Sun
Lane, Burley gardens, and Otley gardens. Largest counts were 24 th July Timble 7, 24 th August Timble 10,
and 24thAugust OWNR 5.
MIGRANT HAWKER Aeshna mixta
Recorded between 24th August and 20 th October at OWNR, Timble and Hydro Close, Ilkley. Largest count
18th September OWNR 16, other records were of singles only.
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COMMON DARTER Sympetrum striolatum
Recorded between 10 th June and 18 th November at
OWNR, Timble, Low Dam, Lindley, Farnley,
Gallows Hill, Sun Lane, Burley gardens, BRGP and
Hydro Close, Ilkley. Largest counts were 6 th August
Timble 50+, 27 th August Sun Lane many, and 3 rd
September OWNR very numerous.
BLACK DARTER Sympetrum danae
Recorded between 16 th July and 21 st October at
OWNR, Timble, and Low Dam. Largest count 7 th
August Timble 50+.
RUDDY DARTER Sympetrum sanguineum
No sightings during 2007.
BLACK TAILED SKIMMER Orthetrum cancellatum
th
th
th
Recorded between 11thJune and 11 August
at OWNR only, including 11 June
2 and 14 July
3.
GOLDEN RINGED DRAGONFLY Cordulegaster boltonii
th
th
Recorded between 17thJune and 24 August
at Timble only. Largest counts 17 June
6 and 28 th July 6.
EMPEROR DRAGONFLY Anax imperator
Recorded between 10 th June and 29 th August at OWNR, Timble, Norwood Bottom, Farnley Lake, Chevin
th
Top pond and Sun Lane. Largest counts were 1stAugust OWNR 4, 8 August
Timble 6.
LESSER EMPEROR Anax parthenope
No sightings during 2007.
FOUR SPOTTED CHASER Libellula quadrimaculata
Recorded between 31 stMay and 28 th July at Timble, OWNR, Sun Lane and Farnley Lake. Largest counts
were 11th June Timble 4 and 11thJune OWNR 20 including several ovipositing.
BROAD BODIED CHASER Libellula depressa
Recorded between 5 th June and 8 th August at Timble, OWNR, Chevin Top pond, Lindley pond and
Norwood. At Timble 19 (10 male and 9 female) were recorded, 2 at Chevin Top pond and singles
elsewhere. Total recorded in the area was 24.
Of particular interest in 2007 have been the following:
Ruddy Darter
No sightings, possibly due to clearance work in parts of the moat at OWNR.
Black Darter
Pair seen ovipositing in tandem into stream flowing through Timble Ings. Recorder has only previously
experienced this species ovipositing into still water bodies.
New Timble Ings Ponds
Various species observed ovipositing into these brand new ponds in 2006. During 2007 emergence of some
adults has been seen and numerous exuviae found at these ponds of the following species: Large Red,
Common Blue, and Emerald Damselflies. Broad Bodied Chaser, Common and Black Darter, Common and
Southern Hawker and Emperor Dragonfly. Despite these ponds being brand new and as such without any
existing stock of potential prey it has been possible for these species to complete egg and larval development
within 12 months.
Effect of Weather Conditions on Numbers of Flying Dragonflies
Early summer 2007 weather conditions with prolonged periods of rain, often heavy, and with little warming
sunshine certainly had an effect on the numbers of flying dragonflies of various species.
Numbers of damselflies were certainly reduced compared to previous years, as were Four Spotted Chasers
at OWNR where good numbers are usually on the wing during June and into July. A count of 20 on the 11 th
June was very soon followed by much reduced numbers as 1 to 4 quickly became the norm. Throughout their
flying period numbers of Golden Ringed observed at Timble Ings were lower than in recent years.
Individuals attempting to emerge in June are likely to have been greatly affected by the high volume of water
flowing at speed down the stream which runs from surrounding moorland, through Timble Ings on its way to
Fewston reservoir. Unknown numbers may have been washed away at this time. During June, July and
August males are usually to be seen patrolling this stream on the lookout for females. This year numbers
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doing so were much reduced and by August were of occasional singles only and their flying season was over
well before the month end. Also noticeably affected by heavy rain in July were emerging Southern Hawker
at one of the Timble ponds where on a few occasions individuals which had begun emergence during the
night were to be found in a morning cold and very wet hanging from vegetation in various stages of
emergence, whilst some were dead floating in the pond.
Inclement weather during 2007 certainly affected our local dragonfly populations, however there was no
shortage of ovipositing seen during the year and we must hope that there will be a good emergence of all
species in 2008.
I am grateful to the following for supplying records of their sightings in 2007:
N & A Bowland, D Brear, K Bullimore, P J Carlton, F C Draper, G Haycock, L & B Hockey, D Howson, K
& P Limb, P Purvis, A & P Riley, E Scarfe & D Alred.
David Alred
LADYBIRDS
7 SPOT LADYBIRD Coccinella 7-punctata
Most recorded Ladybird from January to September. 40 emerged in early June in Burley.
EYED LADYBIRD Anatis ocellata
4 records from Farnley,Timble and Stainburn Forest. One had no eye rings.
CREAM SPOT LADYBIRD Calvia 14- guttata
Records from Ben Rhydding, OWNR and Lindley Wood.
2 SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 2-punctata
Had another good year. 18 records from Burley, Hoodstorth, Lindley Wood and OWNR with 14
Ordinary +4 Melanic.
10 SPOT LADYBIRD Adalia 10-punctata
4 records from Otley, Timble and OWNR, all singles.
14 SPOT LADYBIRD Propylea 14-punctata
9 records from Burley, Otley, Lindley and Ilkley.
22 SPOT LADYBIRD Psyllobora 22-punctata
3 records all from Otley Chevin.
ORANGE LADYBIRD Halyzia 16-guttata
All records from Moth Traps, they seem to be attracted to light. Most caught in one night 3.
LARCH LADYBIRD Aphidecta obliterata
Only one seen this year at OWNR in June.
KIDNEY SPOT LADYBIRD Chilocorus renipustulatus
1 found on a cycling jacket in Otley.
PINE LADYBIRD Exochomus 4-pustulatus
Found near Farnley Lake and the Washburn, 9 seen on fence posts early in the year.
HARLEQUIN LADYBIRD Harmonia axyridis
6 records from Otley and OWNR. First
found in Otley in June, with another in
September and in November, one found
in the kitchen. At OWNR a chrysalis
was found on 4th October and more
larvae plus an adult in late October.
It has arrived!
CONTRIBUTORS: A Benson, N&A Bowland, K Bullimore,
L Dewdney, FC Draper, D Howson and A Riley.
Nevil Bowland
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BIRDS
NOTES
1. The format of this report continues to evolve,
reflecting the increasing difficulties in trying to
understand the complexities of how our natural
environment is responding to climate change. I
therefore start by looking again at the effects on
our winter visitors of the warm autumn of 2006
and the plentiful food supply not only in the UK
but also across Europe. Similarly, how will we
come to look at the 2007 breeding season as a
result of the record-breaking summer of rain
(not to mention the impact of the very sunny
and dry April)? The 1stSeptember issue of the
Independent reviewed what had happened to
our mammals and birds. It admitted that some
of its stories were anecdotal but speculated that
when the situation was fully revealed the effects of summer could be as bad as the 20th Century’s
worst winter of 1963! Locally, and based on the fascinating records of our local ringer, Pete Roe,
the breeding season was very much a mixed bag. Some species had a truly awful time, others
managed to cope surprisingly well. I have looked at this important aspect of the year in some detail
but it is likely to be at least the middle of 2008, when the detailed results from 2007 surveys such as
those carried out by the BTO become available, before we can start to develop an informed and
broadly-based position about what has happened.
2. For some species I feel it appropriate to quote trends in population from the annual Breeding Bird
Survey 1: the 2006 edition, which quotes trends between 1994 and 2006, gives figures not only
across the UK but also now for individual countries and show some interesting differences for
several species. Also, for several years I have been noting the number of sightings for each species
and the sites at which that species was seen during the year in order to see whether any trends might
start to appear. It is now beginning to appear that looking at trends in the ‘number of sites’
parameter may be useful and I also quote this for some species to give a little more local feel to what
is happening nationally. Other useful references I make frequent use of are the excellent Poyser’s
‘Birds in England’ and Bill Teale’s very topical and interesting bird articles which appear in Country
Week published with the Saturday Yorkshire Post. The Birdguides website is becoming an
increasingly valuable site for historic data on sightings back to 2000.
3. The number of records received since I started this job continues to grow, increasing by almost 50%
since my first year in 2003, not to mention the 74 contributors this year. In order to keep the
workload within bounds, I (sadly) intend to discontinue the very time-consuming task of listing, in
alphabetical order, the names of every contributor against each species. From the 2008 report I will
only identify contributors for the rarer species or for unusual events but then provide a complete list
of contributors at the end of the classified list.
THE BIRDING YEAR: It was a strange autumn in 2006 with the hot summer followed by drought and later
by heavy rain, throwing growing processes into confusion and resulting in spring flowers flowering in the
autumn and butterflies around in October: trees were still in leaf at the end of October. These conditions
resulted in fruit, berry and tree seed crops being amongst the largest for many years. Unfortunately, these
conditions of warmth and plentiful food were mirrored on the continent and in Scandinavia. Low
temperatures increase the energetic needs as birds struggle to maintain body temperatures; falling
temperatures therefore trigger dispersive or migrational movements. Consequently, European weather
determines how many chaffinches, greenfinches, thrushes and robins etc. make the journey across the North
1

This is jointly produced by the BTO, RSPB and Joint Nature Conservation Committee.
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Sea. In the autumn of 2006 many birds stayed at home and those that did set out found plentiful crops of
rowan and beech mast in Central Europe: many bramblings and chaffinches were not forced west in search
of food and never reached UK. Similarly many Bewick swans from Siberia found conditions in the Low
Countries to their liking and stayed there. Gardens suffered a double ‘wammy’ with plenty of natural food in
the countryside and fewer birds from the continent .2 The BTO garden watch is one of the best quantitative
measures of the numbers of birds around. This reported very quiet gardens – and the quietest last quarter
since the Garden Watch scheme started in 1995. This is well illustrated in the graph on the left which shows
the percentage of gardens visited by blackbirds in 2006 (in bold) and in all the other years the scheme has
been running3. It will be noted here that we are not talking about a total absence of birds but rather that there
were fewer birds than usual. The graph for siskins at the start of 2007 is even more dramatic. This species
usually visits gardens in the first quarter of each year and here the garden records show a massive shortfall in
visiting birds:

2007
2006

Siskin

It is much more difficult to produce quantitative figures for what happened in our local countryside based on
records received. However, it is of interest to compare peak numbers for the last quarter of 2006 with those
for a ‘good’ winter for migrants, i.e. the winter of 2004/5:
Species Peak number Peak number
Location
(2004)
(2006)
Wigeon 100+ ~60 Grimwith
Pochard 32 20 Otley Wetland
Goldeneye 26
21 Otley Wetland
Coot 377 250 Knotford Nook
4
Waxwing 195 0 Ilkley
Fieldfare
~9,000
950
Norwood Edge (04), Arncliffe (06)
Redwing ~1500 200+ Norwood Edge (04), Timble (06)

The differences in peak local counts for brambling, siskin and crossbill were not significant between the two
winters – so this approach cannot tell the whole story. However, an alternative view can be gained by
looking at what was being said at the time. The December meeting of BOG summarized the situation in
November as ‘...conditions are very quiet at the moment with few birds of interest around and the
countryside rather empty ...also very few blackbirds being seen, so presumably not coming across from
Continent’. The BTO Birdtrack web site was reporting around the same time that ‘…it still seems like
A further problem, which particularly affected greenfinch (but also chaffinch and some house sparrows), was the arrival of
trichomoniasis, a virus-based infection passed on by eating contaminated food or drinking water: it is better known for the canker
produced in pigeons. Reports of dying birds started to emerge in mid-October 2006. Early indicators suggest the population drop-off
during this period was greater for the greenfinch than for other seed-eating species, but we will have to wait some time before we can
disentangle the various factors involved.
2

3

(6%).

The blackbird garden population is made up of resident birds, birds from other parts of the country and from the continent

There were a few waxwing in Scotland with the 32 in Dundee early in January being the highest count but few made it south of
the border.
4
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winter migration has yet to hit its peak. We are now receiving regular reports of all of the scarcer migrants
though, but still in low numbers…’ The BOG monthly summary for January reported small numbers of
brambling at wide variety of places but very few flocks of siskin. Also, that wildfowl numbers continue to
be disappointing. There were reported to be frequent reports of winter thrushes but only in relatively small
numbers…’ Although the effects of the last winter have been difficult adequately to capture I have
belaboured this period because winter migration is a particularly important time in the UK with birds coming
in from a wide spectrum of directions from Greenland round through Scandinavia and Siberia to mainland
Europe – the 2006/7 winter gave us a foretaste of what may be to come if everyone starts enjoying warmer
winters
After the somewhat tedious autumn the New Year started with some moments of high drama. Persistent
and stiff westerlies brought rarities to two adjacent regions, with Wharfedale having to make do with the
booby prize. Harrogate scooped top prize with the first ever record in the Western Palearctic of a Pacific
diver5. The bird was present at Farnham Gravel Pits from the 12th January, although local politics meant that
its presence was only made public on the 27 . th It stayed until the 4 th February and during that time was a
magnet for the country’s ‘twitchers’ – and provided quite an entertaining circus. A WNS member reported
the lane leading up to the car park was crowded first thing in the morning with cars which had been driven
through the night and which were now full of sleeping bodies. The shores were a forest of expensive tripods,
some supporting ferociously expensive-looking cameras with massive lenses; the windows of a row of small
cars in the car park held needle-sharp photographs of the bird for sale. As a further incentive to get birders
into Yorkshire from far and wide, the region of BOG south of Rombald’s Moor offered an American robin at
Bingley which was first recorded on 23 rd January (although it may have been present since late November),
and which stayed until 14 th February. The bird commuted between an open waste space and nearby house
gardens whose occupants must have felt as though they were under a state of siege as birders collected in a
hoard on the waste ground or waited patiently on the pavements outside with the odd daring soul peering, on
tip-toe, over the garden hedges. The Wharfedale visitor, a Leach’s storm-petrel was, unfortunately, found
dead at Fewston on 3 rd January and reported only on Birdguides. It owed its presence to violent storm-force
south-westerlies which brought an enormous landfall of this species, an event which is known as a ‘wreck’;
this was greater than the ‘wreck’ of 1989 and exceeded only by the huge one in 1952 6 . Good numbers were
recorded all along western coasts and as far inland as Derby and Worcester. In Yorkshire only dead birds
were recovered from Pickering (5 th December), a housing estate in Settle (9 th December) and the Central
Science Laboratories near York the day before the Fewston find!
At the start of this examination of the 2007 birding year it is worth reminding ourselves of some of the
more notable of the Meteorological Office’s statistics for the past year for our region: warm months with
temperatures at least 2°C above the monthly long term average (January through to April), sunshine 150% of
the usual figure (March and April) and then, of course, there was the rainfall! This was very low (16% of
average in April) and extremely large in February (160% c.f. normal), May (180%), June (250%) and July
(270%) – when it was also cooler than average, the first time this has happened for 16 months. In other
words, we had a warm winter, a hot, sunny and dry spring and a cool and very wet summer.
The warm winter was a challenge to everyone. Moss Bros lost £1M because of reduced sales of overcoats,
whilst John Lewis reported hardly any sales of scarves, gloves and hats – not to mention the 2,000 ton rocksalt mountain in Wolverhampton because they hadn’t had to grit their roads. Moscow had its warmest winter
for 130 years with brown bears choosing not to hibernate. Nearer to home, Eurasian Griffon Vultures were
reported along the south coast! Birds were not to be left behind and January brought national reports of great
crested grebe incubating eggs, heron feeding young and fledged tawny owls. Alongside the regular
wintering warblers, a lesser whitethroat and dusky warbler were reported from Cornwall as well as some
willow warblers and yellow-browed warblers. The danger for these early breeding starts, of course, is a cold
snap as happened in early February. A particular casualty this year were the hedgehogs which having been
fooled into thinking they could come out of hibernation then struggled with lack of food and the cold: the
wildlife hospital took in 500 this year compared with 330 last year (with some weighing as little as 7½
ounces compared with their usual 22 ounces). The BTO measure of early breeding is the number of species
reported breeding by St Valentine’s Day: the total of 16 this year was the same as in 2005 and well up on the
This species was split from the black-throated diver as recently as 1993.
There was to another ‘wreck’ in the first half of November, 2007 when the same gales which caused the tidal surge, brought
large numbers of little auks along the east coast. Sightings of 29,000 of the Farne Isles on 11th November beat the previous British record
of 11,000 off Flamborough Head in January 1995.
5
6
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figure of 8 in the colder 2006. West Yorkshire is not always in the vanguard for early breeders but this year
there was a report of a ringed plover on a nest at Grimwith in February, whilst BOG reported a song thrush
seen carrying food and a blackbird feeding a large fledging in the same month.
The BTO Birdtrack website gives an interesting and evolving picture of migration nationally: locally, the
BOG website gives an amazing indication of the numbers of birds involved in migration (especially in its
autumn records). Spring migration starts remarkably early, particularly for birds returning to the south of the
country: dates for birds arriving in the WNS area are given in Annex A 7. Sandwich terns are usually the first
migrants to arrive in the south – this year on 10 th February8. By the end of the month the odd sand martin
and wheatear were also being recorded in England. The weekend of 10 th and 11 th March, and the following
week, were warm with clear skies and a southerly wind encouraging birds to move north and good numbers
of sand martin were seen in Yorkshire: our first records were from Knotford and Otley on 17 th March (the
same date as last year). This good weather also saw a big influx of chiffchaff. Locally there were very early
and isolated sightings on the 13 th and 14th with sightings springing up from all over the Washburn, Knotford
Nook at Otley from the 21 . st The extended time it takes migrants to reach northerly latitudes was well
illustrated with records from Portugal reporting the first swallows arriving there on 7 th February and with
fledged young around on 20 th March, 2 weeks before our first arrived on 5 th April (a rather late record – a
feature across the country this year) 9. Although there had been the odd wheatear around in southern parts
since late February, the bulk was late coming in with our first record 27 th March (Hebden Beck), 4 days later
than last year. The preliminary BOG estimates of wheatear arrivals were interestingly summarised in the
Autumn 2007 edition of Lapwing which showed 735 being recorded between March and May but with an
amazing 100 recorded at Soil Hill (near Halifax) on 25 th April after a night of heavy rain. The other early
arrival is usually the ring ouzel and one was recorded on 27thMarch.
April is the peak month for the first arrivals of most of the migrants in our area (i.e. not always in large
numbers). The fine weather early in the month saw migrants flooding in with high totals recorded at south
coast observatories – 1,225 chaffinches at Sandwich Bay on 2 nd and 2,130 meadow pipits in an hour at
Portland on the same date. This year the full sequence in April was:
th
swallow (5 th), common sandpiper (11 ),th willow warbler (12 ), thpied flycatcher (13 ), house
martin (15 ), th
th
th
th
th
st
redstart (16 ), cuckoo (17 ), whitethroat and swift (18 ), yellow wagtail (19 ), common tern (21 ), tree
th
th
pipit (23 rd), garden warbler (25 ),thwood warbler (26 ), whinchat
and reed warbler (27 ), sedge
warbler
th 10
(29 ) .
The BTO noted the differences in arrival patterns for different species with many of the warblers appearing
to filter slowly through the country whilst cuckoos arrive en masse out of the blue! Not all the arrivals were
expected. There was an influx of 35 glossy ibis in late April, one of which was to give northern twitchers a
headache throughout the summer with its often skulking behaviour on the marshes around the Fylde and
Southport. Bringing up the rear on arrival dates are the spotted flycatcher, which was first recorded this year
on 3 rd May, and the nightjar. A passage nightjar was heard on 28th April but the ‘locals’ were not back until
18th May, still quite early compared with last year’s 1 stJune. This year BTO reported that nightjars were still
being seen in small numbers well into May and this was echoed in our own area where three males which
arrived during May were kept waiting until early July for a female to turn up! Migration never stops! Large
numbers of migrants continued to turn up throughout May but from the month’s end a trickle of autumn
passage waders started building up comprising failed breeding birds or early returning adults… but it is time
to return to the main story of the year and the dismal breeding season.
Breeding this year was somewhat of a lottery for birds with encouraging weather in the spring followed by
the disastrous summer – and a struggle for recorders struggling to make sense of disparate observations on
how breeding had gone. Those species which started early and had fledged their young by the time the rains
started did quite well on the whole, although they were not immune from problems as the warm, dry spring
WNS records of the arrival dates for spring migrants, along with records from several other parts of the country have been
analysed by Tim Sparkes, the Chief Statistician of the Phenology Network. The resulting paper he produced ‘How consistent are trends
in arrival (and departure) dates of migrant birds in the UK?’ has now been published (2007) in the Journal of Ornithology.
8
Perhaps indicative of the changing patterns of migration, the BTO has recently discovered that 91 sandwich terns wintered in
Normandy.
9
House martins, the last of the hirundines, were also late this year with the first birds only being recorded in the south at the end
of March and the first local sighting not until 15th April, again two weeks later than last year.
7

10

Although there was an interesting record of a very early passage bird at Oughtershaw on 13th April, which stayed for a week.
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left the ground hard for those species which rely on digging for invertebrates. There were also suggestions
that the hot weather resulted in poor match in the timing between growing young tits and peak numbers of
caterpillars, which resulted in some of the former starving in their nests. After that the only good thing that
can be said about the summer was that there were no late May frosts. Heavy rain brings a number of serious
problems to breeding birds (BTO News 255). Wetted feathers reduce the amount of insulation they provide:
this is particularly serious for young chicks whose small size means that they loose heat more quickly and
whose undeveloped plumage provides less insulation. Weather conditions may also affect the food
availability, with heavy rain reducing the abundance of flying insects and washing caterpillars out of trees.
These effects leave the adults with less energy to invest in reproduction and egg and clutch sizes may be
reduced. Young that leave the nest early, e.g. grey partridge, are particularly vulnerable since they are
subject to wetting when they forage in damp vegetation. Species breeding cycles rarely fell entirely into
either the early dry period or the later torrential spell, so the weather conditions produced a lot of variability
in breeding productivity, as well as good and bad breeding features for specific species. Red grouse very

much came into the first category with an amazing variability across the County, which is described
in the appropriate section in the Classified List and summarised below.
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The ringing results I received this year from Pete Roe, our local ringer , are
particularly interesting this
year, although they raise a great many unanswered questions! Also, many of his records are for broods
raised in bird boxes where the young will have had some protection from the worst of the rain and the results
appear quite encouraging. However, this does not tell the whole story since not all boxes were occupied – in
the Norwood Bottom area, for example, there was only a 25% occupancy rate! Does this reflect the fact that
many birds were in too poor a condition to attempt to breed? Before we look at our local results it is worth
quoting an early BTO view (Sunday Times 26/08/07): ‘Birds produced 40 – 50% fewer offspring than usual
this year in many areas. Many had nests drenched or washed away whilst others have been hit by shortage of
staple foods such as greenflies and caterpillars. Small songbirds and warblers have been particularly hard
hit. Bird productivity has been very, very low. A lot of sites have had 100% failure’. The local results are
summarized below:
Early nesters: the heronry near Askwith had its best season for several years with 38 nests producing 110
juveniles (at 2.9/nest the best since 2003)
Ground nesters: this category had a truly disastrous season. The 15 nests of the Otley Wetland lapwings
resulted in only 2 or 3 eggs hatching. There was also evidence of young lapwings and oystercatchers on the
islands but again only in very small numbers (and these were not counted). Elsewhere at Otley, mallards,
coots and moorhens started well but only a few young reached maturity. There was no evidence of tufted
ducks or common terns breeding. The only bright spot was
from some breeding little plovers at Menston where 3 clutches
of delightful young were raised (photo right). On the moors
the picture was also grim. The few lapwings and
oystercatchers that bred lost most of their eggs and young.
There were plenty of nesting curlew but the survival rate was
very low and generally there was only one young per nest.
Predation and the weather also kept the numbers of young
meadow pipits down, even though there were plenty of adults
around. Results were mixed for red grouse across Yorkshire
since many bred early and the issue was how well the young
would subsequently survive the wet conditions – early broods
were dramatically bigger than later ones. Locally there were few sightings of good numbers of grouse and
the poor situation was confirmed when there was only three days of shooting on the Bolton Abbey Estate –
and then only with single guns. Ground-nesting raptors such as hen harriers and merlins nest late and were
expected to have been badly hit. However, although there were poor breeding records for merlins on nearby
moors 3 out of 4 nests on mid-Wharfedale moors each produced 4 young: the female on the other nest was
found dead (from unknown reasons) and the eggs predated.
Waterside birds: Early breeders managed to fledge their young before the arrival of a long period from
early June when the river was raging and levels were often very high, with local flooding at times. Three
pairs of kingfisher had first broods in the Otley/Ben Rhydding area but river conditions prevented a second
11

I am indebted to Pete Roe for allowing me to use the two photographs in this section on breeding
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brood. The situation for two colonies of sand martins in the Otley area was disastrous. Each of these had
60-70 nests most of which were flooded and the young drowned. Only 5-10 pairs nesting higher up in the
bank went on to have a second brood12.
Owls: Tawny owls had a good season. Owls put fat on before they lay eggs – if they don’t do that they
won’t lay. This year there were a large number of small mammals and this was reflected in a surprisingly
high number of nests found – 15 nests compared with the more usual ~10. Although there was the odd
casualty the nests went on to produce 26 young (a good 1.7/nest), the highest number of chicks in the past 5
years. Early records for barn owls across the country showed they had laid large clutches but had then begun
to struggle to find food in the adverse, damp conditions (which led to an episode on the BBC Springwatch
programme, which no doubt slightly un-nerved the presenters, when a young owl ate its smaller sibling in
front of the cameras)13.
(Non-ground-nesting) raptors: Kestrels, which nest in boxes, had an excellent season. Although there were
some addled eggs and two young were found dead, a good number of 11 occupied boxes produced 35 young,
i.e. 3.2 young/box which is comparable to the two previous years. The increase in the number of local
nesting buzzards continues (15 nests were found this year in mid-Wharfedale up from only 4 as recently as
2005). This year 27 young were raised (1.8 young/nest) which is broadly similar to recent years. The chick
in the picture had a very lucky escape. It fell out of the nest
shortly after birth and whilst its eyes were still closed. Pete
Roe found it with great difficulty and reckoned another
hour out of the nest would have proved fatal. It was ringed
and returned to the nest and was subsequently one of only
two young which survived from an original brood of 4.
The young sparrowhawks were far less lucky with the
young in three of the six nests discovered being found dead.
Was this because the smaller young sparrowhawks were
more susceptible to the wet conditions? Finally, red kites
continue to flourish in the area. This year there were 4
nests in the area (and possibly an unfound 5 ), thup from 2
last year: these produced 7 young. One failed because the
parents unfortunately chose to line their nest with non-porous canvas which held water and chilled the eggs.
Oh….and the luckiest chicks of the year? Well, it has to be a trio of red kite chicks whose parents got them a
teddy bear to keep them happy in the nest!
Small birds in nest boxes: ‘Pete Roe’s home-made boxes are best’ must be the toast of many small birds
around the area. Contrary to early national reports of grim nesting records and although there was the usual
odd loss to predation and deserted eggs, local blue and great tits, swallows and pied flycatchers in Pete’s
boxes did quite well with slightly higher productivity/nest than the previous two years.
Sadly, I must conclude this section on another national tragedy for our sea birds. There were mixed fortunes
for terns: in parts of England many colonies of little and common terns were swamped by heavy rain and
high tides. However, seabirds in Northern Scotland and Northern Isles (with ~90% of breeding arctic terns)
had their worst ever recorded breeding season. As in 2004 the problem seems to have been the shortage of
sand eels. A BTO watcher saw no breeding seabirds along 16 mile stretch of coastline around Cape Wrath –
where usually there would have been thousands. On St Kilda with 136,000 pairs of puffin (Britain’s largest
colony) only 40 chicks were reared per 100 eggs, only half what would normally be expected: there were
hundreds of emaciated bodies found outside burrows. Surviving chicks fell prey to arctic skuas, which
usually rely on fish they take from terns. It is particularly worrying that these sudden fluctuations are
becoming regular feature and despite the fact that sea-birds are long-living (so populations can survive the
The highest profile losses were for the endangered bittern. Nine nests had been found at Minsmere and the nearby North
Warren Reserve. However, bank holiday downpours appear to have washed away all but two of these with any young having little chance
of survival.
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However, the end of year assessment appears more positive suggesting that it has been a successful year for them (after a
disastrous 2006) with many nesting early and some producing amazingly large broods. A pair at Blacktoft Sands raised a first batch of 2
but then overcame the problem of the bad weather by delaying a second batch until very late so that the two young only fledged early in
December!
13
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odd poor year) a doomsday scenario could eventually see a collapse in the massive seabird colonies around
our coasts.
I thought it worth dealing with these important events in some detail so there is little space to cover the rest
of the year except to record that the wettest summer ever 14 had not completely finished its evil influence. At
the end of the summer water levels in local reservoirs and stretches of water were very high, providing few
stretches of mud for passage waders and few were recorded.
2007 FACTS AND FIGURES: For those who like records, the Society (and this recorder) had another busy
year with 9279 sighting records albeit with a welcome easing of the rate of increase in recent years to only
+2½%. The numbers of species and reports are summarised below (with equivalent figures for 2006 in
brackets). For each region, north and south, figures are also given for 3 or 4 areas within those regions:
Species recorded Sightings
South of Barden Bridge
148 (164)
6992 (6408)
Washburn
116 (128)
2165 (2110)
Otley Wetland
108 (115)
1131 (896)
Bolton Abbey Estate
103 (99)
909 (733)
North of Barden Bridge
125 (121)
2287(2611)
Grimwith Reservoir
84 (84)
393 (448)
Grassington area
103 (104)
820 (967)
Littondale
71 (73)
278 (295)
Upper Wharfedale
75 (72)
341 (265)
(Starbotton - Oughtershaw)
TOTAL
155 (166)
9279 (9032)
It was not a particularly memorable year with the number of species seen well down on last year at 155
(including 4 possible escapees) and 7 escaped ‘exotics’. The species count held up in the north but
Washburn fared particularly badly this year and Otley had a rather quiet year at (apart from a ‘purple’ patch
early in October). I have always hesitated to mention individual contributions because so many of you
provide so much of very great interest, but I would like to highlight Peter Purvis’s contributions to our
understanding of the year at Otley Wetland. Peter has just completed his third year of weekly walks there
and I have used his figures for peak monthly counts in several places in this year’s report – well done, Peter,
and many thanks.
No new species were added to the WNS list and there were no sightings of rarities which required
submission to the YNU15. Interesting sightings and events included:
 Sightings of two rarities at Otley – an overflight by a spoonbill in May and a 5-day stay by a great grey
shrike (now a rare event) in the first part of October.
 A dead Leach’s storm-petrel picked up at Fewston Reservoir in January.
 A rare sighting of dotterel on Round Hill (the first there for 8 years) discovered due to the determination
of two contributors who make the trip up there twice a year during early May.
 Some significant developments for owl species in the area. A barn owl was recorded on four occasions
between Otley and Middleton over a 4 week period from late September. There was also an increased
presence of eagle owls in the area.
 Interesting and important developments in our local population of tree sparrows after three years on the
move since leaving their home at Knotford in 2004, with a healthy situation building up in lower –
Washburn.
 A continuation in the dramatic increase in the numbers of buzzards and red kites nesting in the area.
 A record of the rarely observed ‘spring gathering’ of jays just outside the WNS area – the event involved
50+ birds and lasted only about 45 minutes: there is no record of this having been seen before in our
area.
 An interesting early return of some species of waders in the autumn. The highlight was a very rare
winter visit by a common sandpiper but there were also 4 records of oystercatchers from late November,
Since records began in 1914 (and, based on the preliminary analysis, records). The summer was marginally wetter than the
previous wettest summer of 1956.
15
Decisions are still awaited from the YNU on two 2006 sightings, a Montagu’s harrier and bean goose, which were submitted in
the autumn of 2006.
14
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which is particularly unusual in the north of the region where 2 of the sightings took place. A redshank
was also present at Fewston in the latter half of November.
Beneficial developments during the year were a small but perhaps a hopeful improvement in the situation
for wood warblers with singing males in Strid Wood up from 3 to 5, as well as an encouraging presence in
the Grass Wood/Netherside Hall area with 4 singing males. After last year’s return of the grasshopper
warbler at 2 sites, it was recorded at 4 sites this year. Also, after last year’s first sighting of a woodlark in the
area there was a possible sighting this year at Timble. Chats had a very variable season – whilst stonechats
continue to flourish and are becoming an increasingly common sight on our moors, whinchat are becoming
increasingly difficult to find in the area. Of particular concern is the continuing decline in the ring ouzel and
there was no records of breeding this year. Species whose hold in the area are becoming increasingly
precarious include yellowhammer, and marsh and willow tits. Finally, it was disappointing that there were
no little egret visits when the species is becoming an increasing common sight at northern reserves.
I have already dealt with the interesting statistics that come out of the BTO Garden Watch scheme.
However, interesting gardens start closer to home with a lot of records coming from member’s gardens (and
I plan to examine this in more detail in the next review). Several members record peak monthly species
counts (as well as contributing to the BTO Garden Watch) and there are always some interesting sightings
each year. I was given a picture of a bird on an Ilkley garden feeder, which had been visiting most of the
year, and which proved to be the only mid Wharfedale sighting of a marsh tit this year: we also had an Ilkley
garden with a nesting tawny owl (for the third year running) with people having a grandstand view of a
fledging perched on top of the nest box on 14 th May. A garden east of Otley reported 4 broods of tree
sparrows coming into the garden during the summer with a peak of 12 adults and young whilst an
Addingham garden is a long, reliable and regular source of interesting sightings – this year their first ever
garden record of a whitethroat (August) and a passing merlin just outside the garden (Nov). However, pride
of place this year goes to two outstanding and well-placed (not to mention well, and expertly watched)
gardens, which make even the BTO list of exotic garden birds look almost mundane. The first was a garden
in Upper Wharfedale with overflights by a red kite (March), marsh harrier and osprey (Aug) and goshawk
(Oct), not to mention a regular pair of tawny owls around the end of April. However, the outright winner of
‘bird garden of the year’ was an enviable one on the edge of the Bolton Abbey Estate. An abbreviated list
includes red kite and buzzard (almost daily), a perched osprey being mobbed by corvids (April), a blacktailed godwit over (July), a merlin mobbing a lapwing flock, 3 spotted fly catchers and a reeling grasshopper
warbler (Aug) and a green woodpecker on the roof (Sept).
Otley again was the centre for exotic species. The trio of parrots which had so entertained the Otley
community in 2006 were still around into the spring and regularly visiting one contributor’s garden feeders,
but sightings stopped in May (although the African grey parrot was not seen after the end of March). The
wood duck was also again seen regularly at the Otley Bridge in the first half of the year. In Otley Wetland
the black swan which arrived late in 2006 was around until late February. A picture of an unusual duck
which turned up in an Addingham garden was submitted to the Yorkshire Post in February and identified the
following week as a fulvous whistling duck. Finally, a harris hawk, an escapee from a falconer which was
around at Lea Green at the end of last year was seen several times in the first two months of the year.
Two annexes are attached. Annex A is the usual table of earliest arrival and departure dates for summer
and winter migrants. Annex B shows species seen at Otley Wetland during the last 4 years.
CONCLUSIONS: Let me repeat the points I made last year about sighting records:
 I continue to welcome regular birders' views about local species' populations and trends.
 I continue to feel that inclusion of maximum flock sizes recorded for each is quite a powerful indicator
of bird populations (for appropriate species). It would also help if you can include examples of breeding
and unusual behaviour, which can help me to make the report a more interesting read.
 I have again recorded the number of sightings for each species and the number of sites where that species
was seen. Again, I have recognised that there are a number of common birds that are obviously
massively unrecorded and I have marked these with a (C) and have not reported the above parameters for
these.
 I will again adopt the process used by most similar organisations (and sparingly by me in 2007), whereby
the Recorder may occasionally call for a description of some of the rarer birds recorded. I hope
members will not find this too tiresome – nor a critical commentary of their birding skills!
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Finally, many thanks to all contributors to this report and especially those who submitted their sightings in
the order given in the report – it really is a very great help. You can also greatly assist me by submitting
your reports in batches throughout the year – quarterly or half-yearly if you generate a lot. In particular,
please try to avoid submitting large amounts all at the end of the year. If you keep your records on
computer why not have a chat with me? An increasing number of people are now e-mailing their records
to me, which reduces my task enormously. The schedule for the production of the Annual Report is very
tight; it normally has to reach the Editors by the end of January. If you can get final sightings to me not later
th
than the end of the first week in January, i.e. by Saturday, 5
January 2009, that would be enormously
helpful. Last but not least many thanks to the Bradford Ornithological Group for allowing me to use their
sightings, which are especially useful for some of the scarcer species, and to the Upper Wharfedale Field
Society for providing another interesting set of records from the north of our region since their inclusion
helps us to improve our understanding of the species that are found throughout our area.

Postscript on the 2006 report:
 2005/6 winter: This brought a brief pause to the succession of warm winters. There were modest falls in
a number of small-bodied residents including coal tit, marsh tit, wren, goldcrest, stonechat and grey
wagtail (BTO). This perhaps reminds us how much the spectrum of birds has changed over the past 20
years since the arctic winters in 1962/3 and the late 1970s.
 Breeding: there was a significant decline in the productivity of a number of resident insectivores
(including wren, dunnock, cetti’s warbler, chiffchaff) because the poor spring washed out or chilled
breeding attempts (BTO). Productivity was also poor for some owl and raptor species. Barn owl, tawny
owl kestrel, all of which feed primarily on small rodents – and particularly field voles – produced
significantly smaller broods .16 Buzzards, peregrine, merlin, sparrowhawk and little owl are all less
reliant on rodent prey and their productivity was unaffected.
 Species trends: 24 species declined in England over the period 1994 - 2006, 47 increased (BTO).
Reductions of >50% were recorded for cuckoos and willow tit reflecting the increasing problems of
seeing these species in our area. Members will not be surprised to read that species increasing by >50%
included greylag and Canada geese, buzzard, stonechat and great spotted woodpecker.
CLASSIFIED LIST

In the Classified List I have used the usual abbreviation of GP for Gravel Pit. ‘Burley’ is Burley-inWharfedale, and when referring to Lindley, Swinsty, Fewston, Thruscross, Chelker, John O’Gaunts, Scargill
and Grimwith, I mean the reservoirs or their vicinity at these locations. Similarly, Otley refers to Otley
Wetland Nature Reserve (formerly Otley Gravel Pits) unless otherwise specified. Mid Wharfedale is taken
as the area downstream from Barden Bridge and above Pool Bridge. Upper Wharfedale starts above Barden
Bridge, whilst Lower Wharfedale is below Pool Bridge. In the Washburn Valley the dam at the southern end
of Fewston is taken as the boundary between upper and lower Washburn. I have also extensively used the
‘north’ and ‘south’ to identify the regions above and below Barden Bridge.
LITTLE GREBE (Tachybaptus ruficollis)
Uncommon breeding/local migrant: population stable.
Sightings were received for every month although, as in 2006, half of
the sightings were in the first four months: the number of sightings
was a little down this year. Birds have traditionally tended to winter
at Knotford Nook and Otley but numbers were poor at both sites at
the beginning of the year with a peak of only 2 at both sites, which
compares unfavourably with the peak count of 10 at Knotford in
January 2005. It was not until the end of the year that there were
sightings of 5 birds at Otley in the last 2 months.
This reduction did not appear to be true for kestrels in our area.
still a lot higher than the rain-effected figures for 2007.
16
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061 Sightings/21 Sites

Tawny owl productivity was down compared with 2005 – but

There were occasional river sightings of single birds all the way along the river between Otley and
Grassington (‘where there was a regular bird below Grassington Bridge’) in the first three months of the
year. In the autumn, winter sightings on the Wharfe started building up from October/November. There
were also occasional reports from Farnley and Chelker, and single reports from Fewston and March Ghyll.
This is a very secretive species when it comes to breeding. There were several reports of pairs during the
breeding season but only 3 records of young birds – 2 young were ringed at a private site near Askwith, 1
th
young was seen at Kex Ghyll on 13 th June and there was an adult with 2 young at Low Dam on 16
September (MHA, RB, ABo*, BOG, PG, LGD, JF, GSH, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo,
KR, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*).
GREAT CRESTED GREBE (Podiceps cristatus)
101 Sightings/07 Sites
Common breeding resident/local migrant: population stable.
The species was reported every month of the year from various sites in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn,
although sightings are far less widespread than for the little grebe (typically reports are received from
around 7 sites compared with ~20 for the little grebe). Its strongholds are traditionally Knotford Nook and
Otley, although peak counts were down again with the peak being 9 at Otley in January and March, with
only 2 at Knotford. The monthly peak counts of adults at Otley were:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
959433641334
As usual there were regular sightings from the Washburn with the most continuous presence being at
Lindley Wood with 6 reported there in late November (and with 4 the following month on Swinsty). The
only other sightings were from Chelker, although not in the numbers reported last year (3 c.f. an unusual 7
st
last year), and a rare river sighting of a pair in the east of the area at Rougemont on 31 May.
Breeding is
well reported from Otley (although numbers of young seen there are never high), but only occasionally
from elsewhere. At Otley there were reports of chicks between 11th June and 12th August (when the young
were ‘well develop’). There was a family of 4 young in mid-July: a month later there were 2 families, each
with only 2 young and this had dropped further to only two single juveniles during October. As last year
there was also evidence of breeding from Lindley Wood with a juvenile seen there in mid-October.
However, the problem this species has of breeding there because of fluctuations in the water level was
amply illustrated in late May when a bird was seen sitting on its latest nest but with indications of 6 other
nests, now high and dry on the mud and abandoned as the water level went down! (N&AB, BOG, DB, KB,
CJC, NF, JF, GF&AP, SG, GSH, K&PL, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS, JTo)
LEACH'S STORM-PETREL (Oceanodroma leucorhoa)
1 found dead
Very rare migrant.
Birdguides reported that one was found dead on the shore of Fewston at 1000 on 3 rd January. The ‘wreck’
of birds which was to lead to some birds being found dead inland is discussed in the introduction. The only
previous record of this species was in 1971 when a sighting at Chelker on 13 thSeptember was subsequently
accepted by the YNU. (It is interesting to note that it was only 6 months since a European storm-petrel was
also recorded at Fewston.) (Birdguides).
CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo)
086 Sightings/21 Sites
Common passage/long-staying visitor: population numbers have markedly increased in recent years.
It is now a common bird in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn with sightings in every month: the species
is less common in Upper Wharfedale where the only regular sightings are from Grimwith. As usual, there
were good numbers over-wintering at Lindley Wood (41 in January c.f. 54 in March 06).
There also
continues to be reasonable numbers at Otley, slightly up on last year. The peak monthly counts there are
shown below, although birds are absent or only occasionally present between late March and mid-July:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
15 12 3 2 1 0 2 5 9 28 15 15
There is always a conflict between this species and angling interests 17. Locally, they have been taking a lot
of fish from Chelker and the peak count there was down to 8 from last year’s figure of 14. Numbers at
Fishing concerns about the increase in inland birds led to Defra announcing their new policy in September 2004 which
increased the number of cormorants which could be killed under license.
17
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other sites are usually small and rarely reach 3 – and there were the usual number of sightings of single
birds flying along the river. There were two sightings of a bird of the Northern European race sinensis
from Chelker during February. These sightings are interesting since there has been a big increase in inland
nesting birds and a significant proportion of these are of the continental race, which nest in trees (compared
with our own carbo race which generally nests on sea cliffs at the coast but with some now nesting inland
in trees). Nationally numbers of inland breeding pairs has grown from close to zero in 1981 to over 2,000
in 2005 in about 36 colonies. Once again, in our area, there were no reports of breeding although it would
seem to be only a matter of time before this occurs (MVB, RB, N&AB, BOG, KB, EC*, H&JF, JF, PG,
SG, GL*, K&PL, JP, PP, E&PS, JTo, TV*).
LITTLE EGRET (Egretta garzetta)
No sightings this year
Rare visitor but likely to become more common in future years.
Perhaps a little surprisingly, there were no records of this species in our area this year since unprecedented
numbers turned up in Yorkshire with 11 at Wheldrake Ings and possibly up to 30 in the County. We still
await our first confirmed Yorkshire breeding record but this may not be far away: a pair built a nest at
Wheldrake last year but did not breed, whilst 5 pairs bred in Lincolnshire. The slightly warmer NW
appears to be attracting rather higher counts with 57 at Heswall on the Wirral in mid-August.
GREY HERON (Ardea cinerea)
124 Sightings/42 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/increasing.
The species continues to prosper both nationally and in our area, no doubt partly due to the absence of
severe winters. The species is widely reported in every month and throughout the region, usually of single
birds or small groups (outside the main heronries) at reservoirs or along the river. The largest count at
Otley was 7 or 8 in July and August: overflying groups were seen at Barden Bridge (4 flying north in early
July) and Burley (3 heading west in late September). It was a good breeding season for this species, which
normally starts nesting quite early from early March with a peak at the end of the month, well before the
start of the wet summer this year. The main heronry near Askwith produced 110 juveniles from 35 nests, a
productivity of 2.9/nest, which equalled the high figure of 2003. At the site in the lower part of the
Washburn there were 14 successful nests but the young weren’t counted (CA*, SB, RB, D&AB, ABo*,
N&AB, BOG, KB, C&FC, EC*, LGD, H&JF, JF, MH, GSH, D&ML, LL, GL*, K&PL, SP,JP, PP, DLR,
PRo, E&PS, JTo, NV).
WHITE STORK (Ciconia ciconia)
003 Sightings/03 Sites
Rare passage migrant/local escapee
There were three sightings in the spring, although the most likely assumption must be that these were all of
free-flying birds from Harewood. A bird flew over the centre of Otley at mid-day on 14th March and there
was one (without a ring) in fields at Arthington on 3 rd April. The furthest sighting to the west was over the
Ilkley suspension bridge on 15thMay when a low-flying bird was seen being mobbed by a corvid (BB, DB,
AH).
EURASIAN SPOONBILL (Platalea leucorodia)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant.
A bird flew over Otley heading east on 4 th May (at noon). This was only the second record of this species,
th
the previous one being in 1991 when an adult in full summer plumage was present on 6
March at
Knotford Nook for an hour or so during the middle of the day. The species is found in parts of Africa and
in the Indian sub-continent, but half to three-quarters of the global population breeds in Europe, mainly in
Russia, Hungary and the Ukraine. The overall European population of 10,000 pairs has been in sharp
decline, but the numbers of breeding birds in Western Europe – in Holland (600 pairs) and Spain – are
increasing. Consequently there has been an increase in the number of birds seen in Britain (mainly in
England), and most of these appear to be birds from Holland.
Between 1986 and 1990 the annual total
was between 51 and 74 whilst in the 90’s the number lay between 66 and 447 (with a mean of 156). Most
British visitors are to England and most of those are seen in the coastal wetlands of East Anglia, the south
east and the south west, with birds rarely seen inland.
There are instances of birds over wintering in
England; also, after failed attempts in 1997/8, the first record of successful breeding (after a gap of 350
years) occurred in 1999 when 2 young were raised in the NW. The bird seen in 1991 will most likely have
been returning to its breeding ground in Holland: this year’s May sighting was probably of a failed breeder
(with these producing a second spring peak in that month) (BOG).
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MUTE SWAN (Cygnus olor)

064 Sightings/10 Sites
Common local breeding resident: population stable.
This species remains very localised with most reports
eastwards from Otley and from the lower Washburn, and with
their strongholds very much at Otley (both at the Wetlands and
the weir at the centre of town) and Knotford Nook. Regular
counts from Otley were typically between 15 and 25 with the
highest count in mid-February. Sadly there were a number of
dead birds seen there: adults on 17 th February, 14 th and 28 th
April and 17 th December, and juveniles on 7 th and 21 st April.
24 were recorded at Otley Bridge in March, whilst the highest
count at Knotford was only 8, at the beginning of the year. The species is usually seen at 6 or 7 sites each
year: the unusual number this year reflected some records of small numbers of birds moving westwards
along the river – there were 2/3 in the Ben Rhydding/Denton region in March and November and 2 in
fields near Farfield Hall above Addingham in November and December. Breeding reports came from the
usual sites, although Otley appeared to have a very poor season with 2 families of only 1 and 2 cygnets at
the end of the summer and only one young remaining in the autumn. Knotford and Farnley did rather
better for cygnets, at least at the start of the breeding season, with 8 (late April) and 7 (late May)
respectively (BOG, JF, K&PL, O&DM, DO&JF, SP, PP, PRo, E&PS).
WHOOPER SWAN (Cygnus cygnus)
010 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
Sightings were up on last year’s disappointing figures. In the first three months of the year the highlight
th
was a spectacular 74 on Lower Barden Reservoir on 26
March, considerably exceeding the previous
th
highest figure of recent years of 32 at Grimwith on 5 April, 2005. However, there were also good counts
th
of 15 at John O’Gaunts Reservoir on the 13 thand 16 at Mossy Moor Reservoir on the 26 ; the
other spring
th
sighting was of a single bird at Swinsty on the 20 . After those figures any autumn counts were bound to
be an anticlimax. There were 5 at Otley on 9th October with one bird recorded a few days later on the 13 ,th
and a second group of 9 on 9thNovember (ABo*, BOG, JF, K&PL, PP, PBR, J&SW).
PINK FOOTED GOOSE (Anser brachyrhynchus)
024 Sightings/13 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/visitor.
It was a rather better year for passage birds than 2006. There were a number of sightings of flying skeins
at the start of the year up until mid-February (the 20 ):ththe peak counts were 300-400, assumed to be of
this species but identified only as a grey goose species, and ~200 over Addingham on 4ht February – both
groups were heading west. Subsequently, there were several sightings of singletons or small groups on the
th
ground up until 29 th May: 5 were feeding with a greylag flock at Grimwith on 14
February with 4
st
recorded later on 16 th May, 1 was amongst greylags at Thruscross on 31 March
and a single bird was at
Fewston at a late date of 29 th May. In the autumn there was distinctly more activity than the previous two
years, although a number of sightings were again only identified as grey group species. There were several
sightings over Burley with 45 pink-feet heading west over Sun Lane on 2 nd October, ~100 over Burley on
the 9 th and 500 grey geese over Manor Park heading NE at 1440 in broken flight groups. In November
there were flocks of 200 at Leathley and 40-50 over Addingham in the last few days of November (MVB,
N&AB, BOG, CJC, JF, GF&AP, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo, TV*).
GREYLAG GOOSE (Anser anser)
104 Sightings/29Sites
Common resident breeder/visitor: recent significant population increase.
It must be difficult for long term residents in the area to remember times when this species was not a rather
intrusive sight in our landscape but the first sighting was as recent as 1964 and there have only been annual
sightings since 1971! Now the local, feral population continues to prosper, and various-sized groups were
reported throughout mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn (at typically around 25 - 30 sites), with the highest
counts coming from Grimwith (440 in mid-June and 450+ at the end of August) and an unusually high
number of 400+ at Denton Moor early in February.
Apart from Grimwith and to the relief of locals,
sightings from Upper Wharfedale were very limited; after last year’s surprisingly high count of 112 along
the river around Grassington, the highest counts were only 3 from Bastow Wood (early March) and 1 at
Mossy Moor Reservoir (early April). It is worth comparing peak monthly counts at Otley compared with
Grimwith (although there were no regular records from the latter site):
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Grimwith
? 180 200 ?
? 445 235 450+ 70 153 ? 1
Otley
42 40 23 11 73 44 26 2 26 7 8 6
Both sites suggest there may well have been local shooting during the summer to encourage the large
flocks to move on. Washburn is awash with these pesky birds with high counts throughout its length: 115
(Thruscross), 130 (Fewston), 150 (Swinsty) but only 28 (Lindley Wood). There were also reports of good
numbers along the moors above Mid Washburn, especially to the north. The 30 at Chelker in October was
described as unusual. As usual there were a number of records of breeding from the Washburn Reservoirs,
Knotford and Otley, Hawksworth Moor, the Valley of Desolation and Grimwith with juveniles seen
between 20 th April and 9 th July (RB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, DB, H&JF, JF, GF&AP, HG, GSH, GL*,
K&PL, D&RH, PD&JBP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*).
CANADA GOOSE (Branta canadensis)
085 Sightings/20 Sites
Common breeding resident/visitor: significant population increase in recent decades and recent
suggestions that numbers were levelling off probably premature.
Unlike the greylag, records of this species go back to the beginning of the Society’s records. It is
marginally less widespread than the greylag with records from about 20+ sites (compared with between 25
and 30). Nevertheless it is common at Grimwith and downstream, although with only the very occasional
sighting in Upper Wharfedale (there were 2 at Oughtershaw in May, 5 at Grassington Bridge in July, 9 at
Mossy Bank reservoir in Sept). The relative importance of Grimwith and Otley are reversed for this
species with the peak monthly counts:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Grimwith
? 45 12 43
? 87 85 ?
?
?
?
?
Otley
67 128 132 108 87 135 143 91 27 13 32 103
As for the greylag there were high counts throughout the Washburn including 111 (Thruscross), 272
(Fewston), 150 (Swinsty) but only 20 (Lindley Wood), i.e. with the greatest concentrations around
Fewston and Swinsty – as with the greylag. The only other significant counts were at Kex Ghyll (49) and
Barden Moor (111). There were far fewer reports of breeding than for the greylag with records from Otley,
Kex Ghyll, Hawksworth Moor and Grimwith (SB, RB, D&AB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, C&FC, H&JF, JF,
HG, GL*, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*).
RED-BREASTED GOOSE (Branta ruficollis)
004Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant/possible escape.
st
A bird was present at Otley between 21 and
29 th April. This was only the second sighting in the area of
this species, the previous one being seen at Lindley Wood in October 2002. ‘Genuine’ wild birds from
Siberia are occasionally recorded in flocks of wild geese, most frequently amongst flocks of Brent geese on
the east and south coasts and the Otley bird must be assumed was an escapee (BOG, K&PL, PP).
SHELDUCK (Tadorna tadorna)
004 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/visitor: may breed some years.
This bird is typically seen at 3 or 4 sites each year (after a peak of 5 sites in 2004) but sightings were well
th
down this year and all were in the first four months. Single birds were recorded twice at Otley (24
February and 16 th April), once at Chelker (15 th January), with the only record of 2 birds being from Mossy
Moor Reservoir on 28th March (ABo*, JF, PP, JTo).
MANDARIN DUCK (Aix galericulata)
059 Sightings/10 Sites
Scarce visitor/escaped species but local breeding population now established.
It was an interesting year for this species with the usual numbers of records from Strid Wood and up to
Howgill and occasional sightings up as far as Hebden: this year a pair turned up at Ilkley Old Bridge late in
November and were there at the end of the year, although from the way they behaved they were probably
escapees. Of particular interest was the first record of a resident pair on the Washburn around Dob Park
Bridge which was seen several times between 13 th March and 2 nd May; later there were 2 males, a female
and either a female or a juvenile at Lindley Wood on 29 th September! There was no gathering of the clans
along the river in Strid Woods at the start of the year but the situation in the autumn rather confounded
theories that numbers there are a very good barometer of the amount of beech mast around. It was a poor
year for beech mast but we had record numbers of birds which started to build up very early this year in
late September. The peak count was 60 on the 19th October, dramatically improving on the previous peak
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18
count of 45 early in 2005 : subsequently
numbers fell away and were in single figures by December.
Once again there appears to have been a successful breeding season with young recorded over an extended
period between 13 th May and 11 th September. The first sighting was of a male and 2 females with 13
young in Strid woods but, once again, the stretch of the river between Barden Bridge and Howgill proved a
good spot to watch family parties in the summer and there were 3 females with families of 2, 5 and 8 on
26th May; also what must have been late brood of 4 young on 11 th September. There was also a female
with 7 juveniles at Water’s Laithe on 26 th June. There were clearly signs of predation with the Howgill
family of 8 reduced to 5 and the Water’s Laithe family to 2 by 9 th July (BA, MVB, ABo*, BOG, KB, JF,
GF&AP, SG, GSH, D&ML, LL, K&PL, DO&JF, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, GT, JTo).
WIGEON (Anas penelope)
082 Sightings/11 Sites
Possible scarce breeding (although breeding at the one site must now be in doubt) resident/passage
migrant: population stable/increasing.
Most sightings were for the period up to early April and from late September onwards from Knotford
Nook, Otley, Farnley, some of the Washburn reservoirs, and especially from Grimwith. The peak monthly
counts at Grimwith compared with Otley and Knotford were:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Grimwith 65 84 ~50 18 1 0 ?
?
? 76 60 50
Otley
15 13 5 0 0 0 0 0 11 11 0 24
Knotford 18 16 4 ?
?
?
?
?
? 3 12 20
Peak counts at the start of the year were significantly down on last year – Grimwith was 84 c.f. 105, Otley
15 c.f. 18 and Knotford 18 c.f. 24. The only other high count was 30+ at Farnley in the first half of March
c.f. 50+ last year in February; there were no records received for the Washburn reservoirs in the first half
of the year. The last sighting from the regularly watched Otley was 24th March with the first returning bird
th
seen on 23 rd September. There was an unusual record of 2 females on the river in Strid Wood on 5
November (ABo*, BOG, CJC, JF, LGD, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, E&PS, JTo, TV*,
J&SW).
GADWALL (Anas strepera)
009 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor.
It was a disappointing year for this species with sightings well down, although records were received from
the usual 3 sites, i.e. Otley, Knotford and Farnley. These figures compare with the last ‘good’ year of 2004
when there were 36 sightings from 4 sites. There were up to 3 birds present at Knotford in the latter half of
January with a single male at Farnley in the same month; at Otley there were up to 2 birds for a few days at
the end of March and 1 in early May. In the autumn the only records were of a single bird at Knotford for
much of November (BOG, CJC, JF, K&PL, PP, E&PS).
TEAL (Anas crecca)
041 Sightings/10 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: probably in
shallow decline.
This species is regularly present at a number of sites, typically
between 9 and 11; its usual strongholds are in the Washburn
(especially Farnley Lake) and at Grimwith and the nearby
Mossy Bank Reservoir; it also occurs in mid-Wharfedale.
Numbers at the start of the year were disappointing – apart
from 37 at Farnley on 2 nd February; the other high count was
only 12 at Mossy Moor Reservoir with all other counts being
of 8 or less. The situation was transformed in the autumn.
Numbers built up at the Upper Barden Reservoir from 61 on 1 st
October with a peak count of ~120 on 13 th November, which
was the highest count for at least the past 10 years (and
significantly higher than the previous highest count during that
period of 100+ at Farnley in November 2003). There were also
20 at Mossy Moor Reservoir on 10 th September and 28 at

Readers might like to be reminded that the present era dates back to December 26 th, 2000 when 27 (16 male and 11 female)
were seen at Drebley (an unusual Christmas present perhaps?).
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Fewston on 21 st November: the highest number at Otley was 12 during December. Breeding certainly
occurs in the area but they are very secretive and evidence is always limited – as usual, there were no
records this year (D&AB, ABo*, BOG, CJC, JF, SG, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, JP, PP, DLR, JTo, TV*).
MALLARD (Anas platyrhynchos) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable.
Tens of birds can often be counted by anyone who walks a mile or so along the Wharfe or around many of
the stretches of water in the region, although numbers are lower along the upper reaches of the Wharfe
(above Starbotton) and the Skirfare. Grimwith continues to attract the odd masochist who likes counting
large numbers and the record there was ~750 at the start of the year. As a numbers freak myself I counted
166 between Barden and Burnsall Bridges when I did my BTO walk on 11 th May (plus 27 broods with 80
young). In the autumn when I was looking for mandarin I counted 202 along the river in Strid Wood
between the Cavendish Pavilion and the aqueduct. Otley is not a particularly popular spot for this species
but still manages to host 30-50 for much of the year; the highest count on the Washburn reservoirs was 130
at Lindley on 24 th November. There were countless records of young, although at Otley it was noted that
the breeding season had started well but only a few young reached maturity in the wet conditions. There
was an interesting late breeding record with 5 tiny young at Grimwith on 18 th October (D&AB, N&AB,
BOG, KB, C&FC, H&JF, JF, GF&AP, PG, MH, K&AH, GL*, K&PL, SP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT,
JTo, NV, TV*).
NORTHERN PINTAIL (Anas acuta)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/winter visitor.
Quiet years are becoming the norm with this species with sightings usually at only 2 or 3 sites (since a
‘good’ year in ‘2004’ with records from 5 sites). This year was particularly quiet with a pair at Grimwith
th
on 1stJanuary and a single bird at Otley on 13 October
(BOG, JTo).
SHOVELER (Anas clypeata)
005 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
This is usually a species of Otley and Knotford with the occasional sighting from elsewhere. This year
th
th
sightings were restricted to Otley. A pair was present on the Conservation Lake between 15 -17
th
February, 4 were seen on the Fishing Lake on 7 April and, finally, there was a male on the same lake on
9th June. Unusually, there were no end-of-year sightings (BOG, PP, E&PS).
RED-CRESTED POCHARD (Netta rufina)
008 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant/possible escape.
A single bird was recorded at Otley on 9 th October and remained for the remainder of the year. There have
now been sightings in 3 of the last 6 years, which is beginning to match the ‘purple’ patch when there were
sightings in 4 of the 8 years between 1971 and 1978. On the Continent numbers in the main breeding area
in Russia and Romania are in sharp decline. However, in the UK birds have now been kept in captivity
since the 1930’s and there is now a well-established feral population especially in central and southern
England, and this can be expected to increase in the future. Consequently, although it is interesting to note
that all but one of the local sightings have been in the late summer and autumn months between August and
November the balance of probability must be that these sightings were of feral birds or escapees (BOG,
K&PL, PP, PBR, E&PS).
POCHARD (Aythya ferina)
048 Sightings/07 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
This species remains relatively uncommon throughout our area, usually being seen at only between 5 and 7
sites, with the majority of sightings occurring in the winter months. The main sites are Otley and Knotford
but they are also recorded at the Washburn reservoirs and at Chelker and Grimwith. Sightings were
significantly down this year but the main feature was the massive reduction in the numbers of birds present
with peak monthly counts at Otley and Knotford shown below:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Otley
4 5 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 7 11
Knotford
24211?
? 1 01 2 1 1
Peak annual counts below for this and the last 3 years illustrate the magnitude of the shortfall this year:
2007
2006
2005
2004
Otley 11 38 24 36
Knotford 4 9 40 33
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The majority of Otley birds departed at the early date of 3 rd March, although there was a lone male seen at
Knotford several times thereafter (and once at Otley) during the summer months. Counts at other sites
th
were also very small and all were of only a single bird apart from 5 at Chelker and Swinsty on 18
th
February and 4 at Swinsty on 16 December (BOG, JF, SG, GL*, K&PL, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, E&PS, JTo,
J&SW).
TUFTED DUCK (Aythya fuligula)
088 Sightings/09 Sites
Common passage/winter visitor/local breeder:
population
probably stable.
The species is resident throughout the year and is widespread on
reservoirs and open stretches of water in mid Wharfedale and the
Washburn, and also occurs at Kilnsey and occasionally at
Grimwith (i.e. a total of between 8 and 11 sites each year). It was
a mixed year with good numbers counted but a disastrous
breeding season. Again the majority of reports come from Otley
and Knotford (with only the former receiving regular coverage):
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Otley
72 81 73 51 26 20 13 19 45 25 56 66
Knotford 28 19 12 8 1 ?
? 17 ? 15 20 27
These represent good counts compared with previous years with peak counts at Otley being 38 (2006), 58
(2005) and 37 (2004) – in 2004 there was a remarkably high count of 100+ birds at Chelker in August.
Peak counts at other sites were 7 on Washburn reservoirs (at Farnley), 34 at Chelker and 14 at Kilnsey.
The species breeds at selected sites although with most records from Otley. This year for whatever reason,
be it the wet summer or predation by mink, there were no records of young there (N&AB, BOG, DB, KB,
H&JF, JF, PG, SG, GSH, GL*, K&PL, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS, JTo).
GREATER SCAUP (Aythya marila)
004 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
After a hesitant start with a doubtful sighting at Otley on 7 th July we had to wait until December for a more
confident record from Otley with a male present for much of December. There has been an annual decline
in the number of sightings of this species since a peak in 2004 (with 43 sightings at 3 sites) (BOG).
COMMON (or BLACK) SCOTER (Melanitta nigra)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
This species is uncommon in the area but is nevertheless now recorded in most years: a bird was at Otley
th
on 29thJune and 2 males were present at Lower Barden Reservoir on 16 July
(BOG, PP).
GOLDENEYE (Bucephala clangula)
070 Sightings/07 Sites
Regular passage/winter visitor.
It is generally confined to a few sites in the mid-Wharfedale and Washburn with the occasional sighting
from Upper Wharfedale, although there were none from the latter this year. The main sites are Otley and
Knotford but they are also recorded at the Washburn reservoirs and at Chelker and Grimwith. As for the
pochard, sightings were significantly down this year, but so also was the number of sites at which the
species was recorded (7 c.f. a more usual 10-12). Numbers of birds were also down but not to the same
extent as for pochard. The peak monthly counts at Otley and Knotford are shown below:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Otley
17 22 25 6 0 0 0 0 0 4 14 20+
Knotford
76851?
?
?
?168
Peak annual counts below for this and the last 3 years show reductions; significantly so at Knotford but not
to the same extent at Otley as for pochard:
2007 2006 2005 2004
Otley 25 29 35 26
Knotford 8 23 15 24
Counts were also down on the Washburn reservoirs with the peak 10 (c.f. 21 in 2006); the peak count of 5
at Chelker was slightly up on last year’s 3 (BOG, PP).
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GOOSANDER (Mergus merganser)
130 Sightings/34 Sites
Breeding resident and common winter visitor. Population significantly increased in recent decades.
This is widespread throughout our area as a wintering and a breeding species. It was recorded all along the
river, regularly up as far as Lower Grass Wood and occasionally on Grimwith and in the Washburn. It is
less frequent further up the river, although there was a pair at Oughtershaw on 8 th February and a female
with 5 young above Starbotton: there were no records this year from Littondale. Traditionally, there has
been a winter roost on Lindley Wood: this year there was only one record submitted, with 12 birds
(including 7 males) seen on 3 rd January19. There were numerous (29 received) records of breeding, with
young observed throughout the area and between a very early date of 12 th March at Hebden (with the next
record not until 29 th April) and 20th August. There was a clash of interests at Swinsty when a kestrel opted
to lay a clutch of 3 eggs in a nest box which already contained 2 goosander eggs. This was a bad move by
the female kestrel because the goosander eggs held her off incubating her own eggs properly and they were
found to be cold and addled (SB, MVB, RB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, KB, C&FC, EC*, LGD, J&JD, NF,
H&JF, JF, SG, HG, GSH, D&RH, D&ML, LL, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, SP, PD&JBP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo,
E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*).
RUDDY DUCK (Oxyura jamaicensis)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant/local breeder: population suffering from a (controversial) national culling policy
to prevent this non-native species from North America hybridising with other European species,
particularly the rare Spanish white-headed duck.
The ‘success’ of the culling policy is becoming clear from the declining records in our area. This year
there was only a single sighting of a pair at Otley on 13 th June. Annual sightings since 2003 have been 6,
10, 8, 5 and now only 1. Sites where the species have been recorded have fallen over the same period – 4,
2, 3, 1 and now 1 again (PD&JBP).
OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus)
011 Sightings/08 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
This proved to be a rather average year let down by a very quiet September when there were no sightings.
The year started on a high with 2 birds seen at Fewston on 15 th March and this recorder was rewarded on
his regular BTO spring-time walk along the Wharfe by seeing one perched in a tree by the river just north
of Barden Bridge on 10 th April. An even luckier sighting was one seen from someone’s kitchen window
on 16 th April: it must have thought the Dales were a very unfriendly place – it was perched with a fish and
was being mobbed by 20 corvids and was then harassed by a buzzard as it flew off! In the autumn around
half of sightings were from the well-watched Barden area. A lucky watcher in Grassington had a bird over
st
his house for the second year running and there were also sightings from Draughton on 1 October
(where
the Heights are turning out to be a very good spot for passage birds) and from Chelker 2 days later. The
annual passage spectacle is very much a feature of the past 15 years, which matches the build up of
breeding pairs. In the 90s there were an average of 2/year, split equally between spring and autumn. So
far in the present decade the average has jumped to 9/year with 60% of these in the spring. What isn’t
really changing is the likelihood of birds stopping off to fish for a few hours or longer (BOG, HD, JF,
GF&AP, JTo, TV*).
RED KITE (Milvus milvus)
237 Sightings/59 Sites
Re-introduced species (Harewood 1999 – 2003) now established and breeding.
The spread of this species in our area continues apace and it is interesting that whilst we all still delight in
seeing their elegant form twisting overhead the desire to record them has decidedly lessened in recent years
in some areas, especially amongst the good folk of Otley to whom the sight of birds passing overhead has
become an everyday event. Nevertheless, it was the most frequently recorded species this year – taking
over from the buzzard. However, a better indication of its spread comes from the number of sites at which
they are recorded, with these increasing from 39 in 2005, to 49 last year and 59 in 2007. Although the
majority of sightings continue to be in Mid Wharfedale, the number of records from Upper Wharfedale is
also increasing from 2 (1 site) in 2005, 7 (4 sites) last year to 14 (9 sites) this year. Although several of
these records were from around Howgill, there were sightings further north at Mossy Bank Reservoir
(February), Grassington (a garden bird in March being mobbed by a crow), Grimwith (April and October),
In the south of the BOG area a roost of 73 was recorded at Thornton Moor Reservoir on 6 th October: apparently, there have
been higher numbers in times past but this was considered a good present-day number.
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the Hebden area (August and September), Greenhow (October) and Bastow Wood (November). Peak
counts were of 8 at Barden View Point (October) and 5 at Pool Bank (February), whilst one lucky observer
on Barden Fell in October came across 7 on the ground with a buzzard surrounding a dead game bird –
whilst they were all being occasionally mobbed by a peregrine; all these figures were down on the amazing
10 at Leathley in October of last year. Although there were some casualties in the bad weather during the
breeding season, some of the more experienced birds got off to a flying start with the fine weather in April,
so that chicks were large enough to survive the occasional drenching. Statistics this year (with figures for
last year in brackets) were: 47 pairs found (45), 47 pairs bred (40), 38 pairs were successful (35) and raised
79 young (75). The weather caused a complete failure in 2 nests and reduced the brood size in several
others. There also continues to be a welcome increase in nesting in our area. A pair bred for the third year
running at an undisclosed site in the Yorkshire Dales and again successfully raised 2 young. In the Ilkley –
Otley area the number of nests went up from 1 to 3. One of these failed when the adults lined their nest
with canvas resulting in water being absorbed and chilling the eggs, but the other nests raised 2 and 3
young. Birds raised in the second nest must have a splendid time growing up as their nest contained a
teddy bear, a pair of work gloves and a trowel! The major set-back in an otherwise encouraging year was
an increase to 6 in the numbers of birds found dead, with most of these poisoned! (MHA, SB, RB, ABo*,
N&AB, BOG, DB, KB, CJC, LGD, H&JF, NF, JF, GF&AP, SG, GSH, CH, N&PH, D&RH, D&ML, LL, JL*,
O&DM, DO&JF, K&PL, SP, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo, KR, LS*, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*, J&SW)

MARSH HARRIER (Circus aeruginosus)
004Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
It was a fairly typical year in terms of the number of sightings
and sites. What was more unusual was that all the sightings
were in August between the 9 thand 29 th – with two in the south
at Barden and Addingham Moorside and two from Grassington
and its moor. Historically, there are comparable numbers of
sightings on spring and autumn passage: the former spread
evenly over the period April to June whilst the autumn passage
is very peaky with 3/4 of the sightings in August. This is a
species for which we have seen massive changes over the past
10 years. In 1971 there was only one pair left in the UK at
Minsmere, but since then there has been a massive recovery
with 156 breeding females recorded in 1995 and 360 in 2005.
Our first sighting in the area was as recently as 1981. In the
1990s we were typically only getting one sighting every other
year, mostly on spring passage. Since 2000 passage numbers
have grown to ~6/year split equally between spring and
autumn passage. However, it remains to be seen whether this
pattern will change because warmer winters are changing the
behaviour of this species. In the past birds have migrated to
wintering grounds south of the Sahara in September, returning
in March. Now an increasing number are wintering near their
breeding grounds. There are several large communal roosts in
East Anglia with 83 counted at Hickling Broad in January of
this year. Birds started roosting on the Humber estuary 10 years ago and numbers have steadily increased
in the last 3 years (with up to 15 seen in the upper estuary last year) (BOG, GLe, TV*).
HEN HARRIER (Circus cyaneus)
014 Sightings/06 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
This species is red-listed because of the historic population decline in the UK between 1800 and 1995. Its
status in England remains perilous and it is subject to serious levels of persecution. There are now 2 core
sites in England – Geltsdale RSPB (on the Cumbrian/Northumberland boundary) and Bowland. The issue
of persecution led to an acrimonious burst of correspondence in the Saturday Yorkshire Post, which started
on 16 th June and rumbled on until the end of July. The very depressing article which started all this off
reported that a pair of adults had disappeared in Nidderdale in April leaving a nest with 5 eggs, as had a
nearby pair displaying over territory. The attendant statistics were that up to 11 hen harriers could be
present in the Dales in any one year but that of 32 nesting attempts since 1993 only 8 had succeeded with
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the majority of failures being due to the disappearance of the adults. By comparison there had been 52
nesting attempts in Bowland since 2002 with no adults disappearing. The primary enemy of hen harriers, it
was reported, were moorland shooting interests who blamed hen harriers for the decline in red grouse
numbers. The secretary of the Moorland Association replied the following week highlighting the benefits
of moorland management 20 and suggesting a lack of evidence of dastardly deeds by gamekeepers – and so
the arguments were batted to and fro for several more weeks without any meeting of minds between two
irreconcilable groups. At the end of the day our members suffer from a steady reduction in harrier
sightings: this year’s statistics compare very unfavourably with 2003 when there were 56 records from 10
sites – and with numbers falling in most of the subsequent years (although it is unclear to what extent this
may be due to some reluctance to submit records). Records from the start of the year suggested 3 or 4 may
have wintered in the area at two sites (with a peak count for the year of 1 male and 2 females on the last
date of winter sightings – 3 rd March). There were no records of autumn passage birds this year but the
same two areas were involved again at the end of the year from 17 th October with a peak count of 2 birds
on the 3rd November (DA, BOG, LGD, GF&AP, PD&JBP, TV*).
BUZZARD (Buteo buteo)
218 Sightings/74 Sites
Scarce breeder/passage migrant/visitor: population has increased recently.
This species was well reported throughout the region.
It has long been present in the north but its
successful spread back into mid-Wharfedale continues and it is becoming increasingly well established
there after a long decline. The number of nests found in Mid Wharfedale by Pete Roe, our local ringer,
continues to grow apace. In 2003, 2 nests were recorded where 7 young were raised, last year 17 young
were raised in 7 nests and this year an amazing 27 nests were discovered and 15 young raised: productivity
has generally been in the range 1.8 – 2.4 with this year’s figure being at the bottom of this range. As usual
Barden View Point produced the highest count with 11 in March (compared with 10 last year): in the north
family parties of 5 were recorded over Scargill House on 30 th August and 6 over Buckden on 8 thSeptember
(DA, SB, MVB, RB, D&AB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, DB, C&FC, EC*, LGD, CD*, JF, GF&AP, SG,
N&PH, CH, GH, D&ML, LL, GLe, GL*, K&PL, O&DM, DO&JF, SP, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, DLR,
PRo, LS*, E&PS, GT, JTo, NV, TV*).
SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter nisus)
107 Sightings/50 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population stable.
The number and range of sightings reflect the widespread distribution of this species; reports were received
from a good selection of sites in mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn. There were proportionally rather
fewer from the north (the species was seen at ~13 sites in Upper Wharfedale compared with 35+ for Mid
and Lower Wharfedale and the Washburn). There were only two sightings this year in Littondale and none
from the top end of Wharfedale and from Langstrothdale. Once again the species was frequently recorded
in members’ gardens with one seen eating a pigeon, whilst a number of members also reported near misses.
In Middleton a sparrowhawk was seen to catch a fieldfare, whilst at Otley it was suggested that the 6
plucked wood pigeon carcasses might well have been the work of a female.
It proved to be a dismal
breeding season with 3 of the 6 nests discovered failing completely and all the young perishing: the other 3
nests each produced 3 young (SB, RB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, CJC, LGD, J&JD, JF, GF&AP, SG, GSH,
GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, NV, TV*).
GOSHAWK (Accipiter gentilis)
003 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce passage migrant: may breed in the area.
This species struggles to maintain a foothold in the area and is almost certainly under-reported anyway for
reasons of security. Only three sightings were received this year. There were two in different areas of Mid
Wharfedale in January – on 21 st and 25 th and there was a single sighting in Upper Wharfedale on 14 th
October. For the above reasons on probable under-reporting it was felt meaningless to make any
comparison with statistics from previous years. The species continues to have a very up-and-down
existence. Widespread loss of forest cover in 19th Century and build-up of commercial shoots led to the
species disappearing as a breeding bird with the last Yorkshire breeding pair recorded in 1893. Thereafter
This is partially true since the reduction in predators such as foxes and stoats undoubtedly helps some species: some of the best
areas for increases in black grouse numbers are around managed moorland sites. However, it is also true that species such as the hen
harrier, goshawk and peregrine are perceived to be lethal killers of red grouse and undoubtedly suffer terribly – see also goshawk entry.
Sadly, the red kite, which relies on carrion and does not present any threat to grouse, has also become involved in this seemingly escalating
conflict - as has already been described.
20
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it was a scarce vagrant to the UK until the 1920s when several pairs began nesting again in Sussex. These
are now thought to have been escapees. However, they may well have been augmented by birds from the
Continent and there are now thought to be up to 350 pairs concentrated in the well-wooded counties
including the upland forests in the north. The continuing difficulties this species faces were highlighted in
a hard-hitting RSPB Report ‘Peak Malpractice Update 2007’ issued in mid-July, which looked at the
disastrous 2006 breeding season in the Dark Peak in the north of the Peak District with the levels of illegal
persecution the worst on record. Apart from the good news of the successful fledging of 10 young hen
harriers from 2 nests, there was the gloomy report that in parts of the Dark Peak goshawks, buzzards,
peregrines and ravens all failed to breed, and that ‘...in some areas goshawks and peregrines were teetering
on the brink of local extinction…’ (GF&AP, PRo, TV*).
KESTREL (Falco tinnunculus)
146 Sightings/56 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: national population decline not apparent locally.
The species is common throughout the region and well recorded. It is most often reported in small
numbers, usually individuals or pairs: winter sightings may include birds from the Continent. Pete Roe’s
nesting records (from nest boxes) suggests local birds were only marginally affected by the weather with
35 young being produced from 11 nests (compared with 2005, the best recent year, when 46 were produced
from 14 nests): productivity of 3.2 young/nest was at the bottom end of the 3.2-3.8 range in recent years.
Another local ringer had had similar experiences and believed it to have been a good breeding year in
terms of occupancy and brood size although several young died in the heavy rain (RB, ABo*, N&AB,
BOG, KB, C&FC, EC*, CJC, H&JF, JF, GSH, N&PH, AJ, GLe, GL*, K&PL, SP, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS,
JTo, NV, NV, TV*).
MERLIN (Falco columbarius)
028 Sightings/15 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population probably stable.
Although the species is holding its own in the area records remain fairly limited, typically around 25-30
sightings from 15 – 20 sites. There are proportionately rather more sightings from the moors around midWharfedale than the moors in the north. In the north 3 of the 4 sightings were from around Grimwith and
Grassington Moor; the other was from the Oughtershaw area. One watcher had an exciting engagement
when they watched a merlin mobbing a flock of lapwings high over the house. There has been a slow
reduction in the number of nests found on the moors to the south and north of mid Wharfedale from 6 in
2003 to 5 in 2004 and 5, and 4 in the last 2 years . 21Considering that this species is ground nesting and
how badly other ground-nesting birds faired this year local merlins escaped surprisingly unscathed. Three
of the nests produced very creditable 4, 4, and 3 young – the last nest from 4 eggs. The young in one of
these nests must have eaten well with the nest found to contain 3 pairs of curlew legs, 2 pairs of redshank
legs and plenty of pipit and starling legs. The fate of the fourth (and unsuccessful) nest is unclear. The
female was found dead but too badly decayed to allow its cause of death to be established: the 4 eggs were
missing (D&AB, BOG, C&FC, GF&AP, SG, GSH, K&PL, DO&JF, PD&JBP, DLR, PRo, JTo, TV*).
HOBBY (Falco subbuteo)
004 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce summer visitor/probable breeder: population increasing.
Despite the optimistic noises about how well this species is doing nationally and that it is spreading north
(with the first breeding record in Yorkshire in the late 1980’s), the situation in our area, on the basis of
records submitted, continues to deteriorate. This was a very poor year with all four sightings from one
location, Barden View Point, between the 10 th June and 28 th August. This is a disappointing reduction
from the 7 sites at which the species has been recorded in 3 of the last 4 years. In particular no records
were submitted this year from the Otley area from where there was some evidence of breeding as recently
as 2005 (BOG, JTo).
PEREGRINE (Falco peregrinus)
047 Sightings/23 Sites
Scarce resident/passage/probable breeder: local population possibly increasing.
The numbers of this species in Yorkshire has remained steady at about 20 pairs for some time, unlike
neighbouring Bowland where they are doing well, presumably evidence that persecution continues around
local grouse moors. Despite this, the species had a very good year locally with sightings from twice as
many locations as last year. Most reports were of single birds (with only 15% of sightings of 2 birds) and
covered every month of the year. This is a species which is more common in the north than the south of
21
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the area, where 50% of all sightings came from one well-watched site. The majority of sightings came
from 3 or 4 areas in the north and a couple in the south. Several thrilling chases were observed, the most
dramatic being in one of our local gills when the observers heard a large ‘whoosh’ as the bird passed
overhead chasing 4 golden plovers. In another engagement observers watched a peregrine dive-bombing 7
red kites and a buzzard on the ground around carrion. Juveniles were recorded in three areas, in one of
which two were seen (MVB, N&AB, BOG, C&FC, JF, GF&AP, SG, LL, GLe, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF,
PD&JBP, PBR, JTo, TV*).
RED GROUSE (Lagopus lagopus) (C)
Common breeding resident: population generally stable but subject to setbacks.
This species is locally common on the moors around mid-Wharfedale and
to the north (right up as far as Oughtershaw). The breeding record of this
species this year highlights the problems of trying to make sense of the
ups-and-downs of the season. The warm and sunny April helped to
alleviate the awfulness of what came later. Early broods on the moors of
Nidderdale were reported to be large with an excellent 10 or 11 young.
However, chicks are very vulnerable to wet weather since their plumage
does not repel water until they have fledged. As the chicks grow, fewer
can be protected beneath the hen bird, which is an excellent parent, and
those left out in the rain will have perished. Later brood sizes in
Nidderdale had fallen to around 6. Consequently the prospects for the ‘Glorious 12 ’thwere mixed, albeit
rather better than might have been expected. There were some records locally of good counts on birding
walks over the moors with 23 on Old Cote Moor and 30 on Barden Moor (January); later in the season,
there were ~40 on Barden Fell early in August, a similar number on Barden Moor in the autumn and 32 on
Round Hill at the end of the year. However, there were also a lot of records during the summer of singlefigure counts on moorland walks especially around Beamsley Beacon, Round Hill and Middleton Moor.
Perhaps it was not surprising, therefore, that news came that grouse on the Bolton Estate had had a poor
breeding season and that there would only be three days of shooting and then only with single guns. The
reports of a record bag Wemergill Moor in County Durham with the best season since 1872 highlights the
problems for recorders in making sense of this strange season at such close range! (BOG, DB, KB, C&FC,
H&JF, JF, GSH, N&PH, LL, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, PD&JBP, JP, PBR, E&PS, JTo)
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE (Alectoris rufa) (C)
Uncommon breeding resident, all from released birds: population stable except where releases occur.
There was the usual very small number of records this year spread across the region, usually of single birds
or small flocks away from the release areas. In the latter areas numbers are enormous; for example, there
were reported to be hundreds on Barden Fell. It is impossible to draw any conclusions from these widelydispersed records and I have stopped recording sighting statistics. There was some evidence this year of
wild breeding (DA, MHA, BOG, DB, C&FC, JF, GSH, D&ML, DO&JF, JP, DLR, E&PS, JTo, NV).
GREY PARTRIDGE (Perdix perdix)
036 Sightings/19 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident: population thought to be declining except where releases occur.
In 2006 the BTO reviewed the trend over the recent years and showed no let-up in the decline which has
seen numbers decline by 32% in England since 1994 (and by 78% since 1978). This is believed to be due
agricultural intensification and more specifically the effects of herbicides on the food plants of young
chicks’ insect prey. Although some recovery has occurred on lands specially managed for this species,
efforts to boost numbers more, generally have failed and it is now a scarce bird in many parts of the
country. Long-term birders in the area remember that the species has never been common but there is
general agreement that numbers have been declining for a long time. It is interesting that a much clearer
picture emerges this year than we have seen before; it remains to be seen if this is sustained in the future.
In this, there would appear to be a stronghold in the Grassington area stretching from Grimwith (with a rare
record this year) to Conistone Moor, with 50% of all sightings from this region; peak counts were only 6
from the Barras area in February but 13 at Kelber at the end of the year: this last figure is comparable with
the 11+ last year and 12-15 in 2005. Sadly, there is no comparable place in the south. Although the wellwatched Otley remains the place from which this species is most frequently reported it proved to be
considerably more difficult to see there this year with all the records being of only 2 birds and between
mid-March and mid-June. There were 3 sightings from upper Washburn (with a peak of 5 near Thruscross
in September), 4 sightings from the Burley area (with a particularly high count of 10 in mid-November)
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and several from the Addingham area (with a peak of 4 in December). It was reported to have been a very
th
poor breeding year for this species and the only record was of a pair at Otley with a single chick on 19
June (ABo*, N&AB, BOG, DB, CJC, SG, N&PH, GL*, K&PL, PD&JBP, PP, PBR, PRo, TV*).
COMMON PHEASANT (Phasianus colchicus) (C)
Common breeding resident subject to extensive rearing/releases: population stable overall.
This is a common bird which many people don’t bother to record. It is subject to significant releases
throughout the area ensuring they are numerous in most areas, especially on the valley sides and moorland
fringes: it has been described as being ‘ubiquitous’ in Upper Wharfedale. It is now almost becoming a
common garden bird with sightings from Otley, Ilkley and Addingham. Breeding was reported from
Denton Moor on 22 nd May and Otley on 28 th September (D&AB, BOG, KB, C&FC, JF, K&AH, GSH, LL,
K&PL, SP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, JTo, NV).
GOLDEN PHEASANT (Chrysolophus pictus)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare locally released (presumably) species - possible breeder
This is the point for your blushing recorder to step forward into the limelight to report his sighting on the
moor road on the corner with Moor Lane at 2000 on 27 th May. A male came out onto the road just in front
of the car, froze for a moment, before scuttling across the road and off in the Menston direction. The last
record was near Ellarcarr Pike in November 2005 (with the bird giving every sign of being wild). The
main stronghold of this species is in East Anglia around Thetford, where there are estimated to be between
1,000 and 2,000 in the 1980's. Sightings in other parts of the country are generally considered to be of
escapees. In our area there is a belief that birds escaped from Harewood in the past and established a feral
population. Harewood say that there have been no escapees for at least the last 16 years and that this
species has not been kept for the last 12 years. It would therefore seem a very long time for a feral
population to have existed in a well-watched area and where the only previous sighting prior to the wellrecorded bird around Ilkley in the late 1990's bird was in 1985. The balance of probability must be that this
was therefore an escapee (JF).
WATER RAIL (Rallus aquaticus)
002 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
This species is recorded at Otley each year and often, in recent years, also from Sun Lane. This was a
particularly poor year with only two sightings both from Otley - on 16 th October and 2 nd December. This
species remains very much a winter visitor to the area with only 8% of historic sightings in the summer
months between May and August (BOG).
MOORHEN (Gallinula chloropus)
104 Sightings/028 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable.
There appears to be a healthy and stable population of this species across the entire region although they
appear rather less common above Burnsall. The most upstream record was from Conistone and there was
only record from Littondale - from Hawkswick. They also appear to be restricted to the lowland reservoirs
and watercourses, although one was seen at Mossy Moor Reservoir and a pair bred at Grimwith. The
highest counts are usually from Otley and Knotford Nook: peak counts from the former were perhaps a
little low at the start of the year but fairly typical at the end and are shown below:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Otley
7 6 9 7 5 5 9 12 11 11 9 15
The highest count from Knotford was 6 (again fairly typical but low compared with the high counts of 2004
when 15 was recorded). There were counts of 15 from the Old Rectory in Addingham in December (and
10 in January), and 10 at Farnley in September. There were no assemblies of birds in the north. There was
a very early record of a single juvenile at Timble on 11 th April; subsequently, juveniles were recorded at a
number of sites between 20 th May and 3 rd October. Breeding sites included Timble Ings, Knotford Nook,
Otley, Menston, Askwith, Ben Rhydding gravel pits, Addingham, Valley of Desolation and Grimwith; the
report from Otley was that although good numbers had hatched few reached maturity (RB, D&AB, ABo*,
BOG, KB, LGD, JF, GSH, D&ML, GL*, K&PL, O&DM, SP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, TV*).
COOT (Fulica atra)
083 Sightings/12 Sites
Locally common breeding migrant: population stable.
This species undertakes local migration to the most southerly reaches of our area in winter. It is not widely
seen within the region, and less so in Upper Wharfedale than mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn, but
seems to be doing well. It is regular recorded at Otley, Knotford, Chelker, the Washburn Reservoirs and
the Kilnsey trout farm. The largest counts were from the first three sites: maximum counts at the other
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sites were 8 at Fewston (March), 5 at Farnley (March) and 10 at Kilnsey (August). Numbers are much
enhanced at Knotford and Otley in the winter months, especially at Knotford. The table shows peak counts
at the main sites (with only Otley receiving regular coverage):
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Otley
88 78 66 47 42 52 73 61 34 56 48 90
Knotford 270 148 46 ? 18 ? 1 10 ? 70+ 50+ 170
Chelker 13 11 5 9 ? 10 ?
?
?
? 92 16
The Otley peak was slightly down on the 130-150 seen in a ‘good’ year; the Knotford figure compares well
with the 300+ in a good year. Sightings on the river are rare and there were none above Barden Bridge
compared with several last year (in February and March). However, they were recorded at a number of
smaller sites in mid-Wharfedale including a private pond near Askwith, Denton Hall, March Ghyll
Reservoir (where there were 8 in March), Ben Rhydding gravel pits and a pond at High Austby. Breeding
was recorded at Otley, Askwith, Denton, Ben Rhydding gravel pits, High Austby and Chelker. However,
it was reported from Otley that although the breeding season had started well few young had reached
maturity (MVB, RB, D&AB, N&AB, BOG, JF, PG, GSH, D&RH, GL*, K&PL, SP, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS, JTo).
OYSTERCATCHER (Haematopus ostralegus)
151 Sightings/60 Sites
Locally common breeding migrant: population probably increasing.
This is a bird that has widely established itself throughout the area (being typically recorded at 50+ sites)
and as a breeder in recent decades. The species arrives back in January (19 th at Otley this year, which is
fairly typical compared with a very early return of the 4 th last year), although there is a slow build-up with
numbers only reaching double figures during February. Birds leave in the early autumn; this year the date
was a rather early 17 th August (at Hebden), with October the usual month. Grimwith and Otley are usually
considered two of the major sites around here with the highest counts; the table shows peak counts at these
sites (with only Otley receiving regular coverage):
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Otley
2 50 45 18 9 27 17 0 0 0 0 1
Grimwith
? 80 11 24 25 ? 25 ?
?
?
?
?
The Grimwith figure seems low this year (although was this due to early dispersion because of the warm
spring?). Numbers usually peak in early April but numbers then have been declining in recent years from
100+ (2004), 80 (2007) and 40 (2006). The highest local counts in the area occur from mid – February to
mid to late March and included 95 at Thruscross (observed as being a remarkably high count for the site),
50 at Kilnsey, 47 at Bolton Abbey, 21 at March Ghyll Reservoir and 20 at Grass Wood. There were
several records of breeding although all the indications were that it was a very bad season because of the
wet weather. At the best-watched site at Otley, only small numbers were recorded on the islands on the
lakes. On Hawksworth Moor few birds that bred were reported to have lost most of their eggs and young.
Other young were recorded from Kex Ghyll, Denton Moor and Round Hill, Burley, Menston and between
Barden Bridge and Burnsall. There was a remarkably early return this year for the 2008 season. The first
st
bird was seen in the north of the area with one flying along the river at Grassington on 21
November
st
followed by three birds at Arncliffe Cote on 1 December. In the south the first sighting was of 1 at Bolton
st
Abbey on the 18 th December followed by 1 at Otley on the 31 (DA,
RB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, DB, KB,
C&FC, EC*, CJC, LGD, H&JF, JF, GF&AP, K&AH, GSH, D&RH, RHa*, LL, GL*, DO&JF, SP, JP, PP,
DLR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*, J&SW).
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius dubius)
013 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: stable population.
Breeding by this species was first confirmed in the UK in 1939 at Tring
reservoir with the first Yorkshire record from a slurry pit near Leeds in 1947.
Numbers have increased since then with 100 pairs (1959), nearly 500 (1974)
and between 608 and 631 pairs at 370 sites (1984): BTO carried out another
survey during 2007. This species is typically recorded at between 3 and 5 sites
in the area (after the excellent 2003 season with sightings at 9 sites), with a
little more activity this year than last. Breeding was confirmed at only one of
the two ‘usual’ sites, but there was only one pair there this year and only one
young was successfully raised there again. For the second year the major action remained at the High
Royds building site where there were three pairs which each successfully produced 4 young, the majority
of which were ringed between 3 rd and 6 th of June. There was a fair amount of activity at two of the
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Washburn reservoirs with birds recorded at one several times between early April and late May but this
presence appeared to come to naught. A bird was also recorded twice at Otley over a 7 day period in midMay (BOG, JF, AJ, K&PL, DO&JF, PD&JBP, PBR, PRo).
COMMON RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula)
027 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population stable.
As in the past couple of years this remains a ‘one-site’ species, i.e. Grimwith albeit with another pair
present at the nearby Mossy Bank Reservoir. Virtually all the sightings were from these two sites apart
from two sightings of single birds from Lindley Wood on 26 th April and 17 th May. The birds arrived early
this year with a single bird seen at Mossy Bank on 8 th January and a bird on a nest at Grimwith on 14 th
February. Counting numbers and finding young at the Grimwith site is always a challenge. The highest
count was by a group of birders who recorded 9 adults and 3 young on 31 stMay. At Mossy Bank breeding
was also reported with one young seen on 22 nd July (ABo*, BOG, JF, GF&AP, HG, SG, K&PL, PD&JBP,
JP, E&PS, JTo, TV*).
DOTTEREL (Charadrius morinellus)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant
In recent years two members of the society have gone up Round Hill (from Beamsley Beacon) twice a year
in the first two weeks of May hoping to catch this species. They were rewarded this year when, in terrible
weather conditions, they saw a lone male on 4 th May – in same location as they saw birds in 1996 and
1997. Since 2000 this species has been recorded every 2 to 3 years, with historical records showing 4 out
of 5 sightings occurring in May (JTo).
GOLDEN PLOVER (Pluvialis apricaria)
037 Sightings/25 Sites
Uncommon moorland breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably in decline.
Records were received from across the region, although none from Littondale. Numbers of this species
start building up early in the year with the highest January total being 180 from Stainburn on the 8 .th After
a quiet month for records in February, March saw several flocks of between 60 and 120 but the peak count
being a large 600 on the 13 th just outside the area at Scargill and a whopping 3,000 birds in the air over
Sandwith Moor on 1 st April (this is always an important site for this species and well up on the 2,000
recorded there last year). After dispersal golden plovers are usually seen in much smaller numbers on the
moors during the breeding season but this year there is a distinct shortage of sightings, no doubt reflecting
people’s reluctance to venture onto rain-drenched and sodden moors. It would seem likely that the species
would have had a very poor breeding season. There is never an abundance of breeding records but this
year only one record was received – of an adult with young on Beamsley Moor on 19 th May. There was
also a report that birds had been heard in the ‘yellow-bog’ area of Rombalds Moor and on Hawksworth
Moor, traditional breeding sites, but that there had been no indication of any breeding. Numbers don’t start
to build up again until quite late in the year. This year the peak counts were all around Chelker building up
from 70 at the beginning of October to 360+ in early November, admittedly small figures compared with
the 1,500 seen last year at near Bland Hill on 29 th November (ABo*, BOG, KB, CJC, JF, GF&AP, SG,
MH*, LL, GL*, DO&JF, SP, PD&JBP, JP, PBR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*).
GREY PLOVER (Pluvialis squatarola)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant.
This was one of several uncommon local species which were seen during the great grey shrike twitch at
Otley in the first half of October. A single bird was recorded there on 13th October. Historically, 2 out of 3
sightings have been in September or October (BOG).
NORTHERN LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus)
182 Sightings/56 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population may be declining.
Our area remains a stronghold for this species – although numbers may have declined, the reduction has
been nothing like as marked as the national picture for lowland areas. This is a breeding bird in our area
that usually migrates west and/or south out of the recording area in winter.
The species is recorded
throughout most of the area, although it is less common in Langstrothdale and there are fewer records of
large flock sizes in the north. Winter sightings of large flocks are thought likely to be from the continent.
The year started on a high with a record of 1,220 at Denton Hall, with the comment that this very large
number was more reminiscent of the numbers that used to be seen 30 years ago! There were several other
January sightings of good-sized flocks of between 200 and 400 (with 800 just outside the area): the largest
flock in Upper Wharfedale was of ~90 flying south at Kilnsey on the 29 . th All this was a foretaste to the
very large flocks seen across Mid Wharfedale in the early part of February with 2,000-3,000 on Barden
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Moor on the 2 nd
, 1,150 at Denton on the 2 nd (with 1,500 there on the 18 th), 800-1,000 on Denton Moor on
th
the 4 , and 500 at Otley mid-month on 15 th and 17th. All these figures should be compared with the largest
figure last year of 600 at Grimwith in mid February. Otley and Grimwith are usually good all-year sites
for this species with peak monthly counts shown below:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Otley
220 500 1002242 22 17 4 0 5 100 30 200
Grimwith
? 70 60 19 17 7 ?
?
? 12 30 ~50
th
nd
Breeding was recorded between 6 April (at Howgill Wood) and 22
July (at Grimwith) but the main
feature was the depressing nature of most of the reports this year. Otley is the main breeding site with
good numbers of birds on territories and then nesting in Lapwing meadows, but this year only 2 or 3 birds
hatched there out of 12 – 15 nests. There was also evidence of juveniles on the island there but only in
small numbers. Another popular breeding site is on Hawksworth Moor but there the report was that few
birds bred and those that did lost most of their eggs or young. There were also 12 pairs on territory at the
High Royd site in Menston where 3 chicks were ringed but with most chicks perishing in the bad weather.
After that there was the odd report of from Kex Ghyll, Weston, Denton Moor, Hawksworth Moor, Round
Hill, Howgill Wood, Ling Park, Beamsley, and Grimwith but numbers were small (between 1 and 3).
Numbers build up again quite early in the autumn with quite a lot of records from Chelker where an early
count of 50 on 12 th September had built up to 100-120 in early October, 400 in mid-November to 1,000 at
the end of the year. Other highish counts in mid-November were 460 from Denton (with 1,040 at the end
of the year) and ~300 at Fewston. These counts are not replicated in the north (apart from Grimwith) and a
record of 5 at Arncliffe on 23rd December was described as described as ‘…a sure sign of changing times’23
(SB, MVB, RB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, DB, KB, C&FC, EC*, LGD, H&JF, JF, GF&AP, HG, RHa*, GSH,
N&PH, D&RH, D&ML, LL, GL*, JL*, K&PL, SP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, GT, JTo, NV, TV*).
DUNLIN (Calidris alpina)
007 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce passage visitor: probably still breeds in the area but numbers much reduced.
It was a fairly typical year for this species with records from 4 sites. This continues to be a bird of the
Upper Wharfedale moors with the only record from mid Wharfedale being of a single bird at Otley present
in the first half of May. The greatest number of sightings was from Mossy Bank Reservoir: 1 was seen on
26th March, 4 on 3 rd May, and 5 in breeding plumage on 5 th June. There were also two records from
Grimwith (with 2 there on 16 th May). The only other sighting was from the very remote Long Slack Gate
on Fleet Moss of a single bird on the 3 rd July, suggesting there are more to be found on northern moors
given a will to look for them (ABo*, BOG, GL*, TV*).
JACK SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minimus)
No sightings this year
Rare migrant/winter visitor.
There were no recorded sightings of this species this year
COMMON SNIPE (Gallinago gallinago)
048 Sightings/21 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population either stable or in shallow decline.
This is a well-established breeding species throughout most of the area thanks to the extensive availability
of its breeding habitat of marshland (albeit much reduced from the historical position), especially around
moorland sites. It will usually be under-recorded because of its secretive habits outside the breeding
season. It proved to be a good ‘average year’ with records from a fairly typical 21 sites (compared with the
last excellent year, 2003, when there were twice the usual sightings at 27 sites). There were no sightings
this year to match last year’s incredible total of 20 at Otley in March last year. As usual, most sightings
th
were of 1-3 birds; the largest counts were of 7 flushed in 1s and 2s Langerton Hill near Burnsall on 6
November and two or three pairs on Round Hill on 19thMay. 2 birds were seen displaying on Hawksworth
Moor on 9 th May and there were records of drumming birds at Blishmire Close (near Penyghent Fell) on
11th June and from Barden Moor on 5 th July. There were two breeding records which included small
rd
numbers breeding on Hawksworth Moor and a bird on a nest on Threshfield Moor on 3
June (MVB,
ABo*, N&AB, C&FC, JF, SG, N&PH, CH, PG, GLe, GL*, DO&JF, PD&JBP, PP, PRo, GT, JTo).
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This would appear to be a ‘good’ total for Otley.

There was a sighting of 1 bird at Hawkswick in December 2006, none seen in 2005, and 4 birds between Arncliffe and Litton in
December 2004.
23
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WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticola)
033 Sightings/17 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant/winter visitor: probably in decline.
It is thought to breed extensively throughout the area at appropriate sites. Numbers are supplemented by
continental migrants in winter with resident birds thought to over-winter if not too cold. Sightings were
slightly down this year with no repeat this autumn of the big influx of Continental birds from Scandinavia
and Siberia which occurred in autumn of 2005 and resulted in a large proportion (80%) of last year’s
sightings being in the first half of the year. Sightings are rather more common in the south than the north.
In the south a significant proportion of records were from the Washburn, and especially from Timble Ings;
in the north almost all were from Grass Wood. Roding was recorded from Sun Lane on the 8 th April with
the last record being a rather late one of 3 birds at Timble on the 26 th June (DA, MVB, RB, N&AB, BOG,
KB, HG, N&PH, CH, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, E&PS, JTo, TV*).
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa limosa)
005 Sightings/02 Sites
Rare passage migrant.
All but one of the sightings this year was restricted to Otley. There were 3 birds present on 2 nd February
(with a bird seen flying west on the same day – it is unclear whether this was in addition to the 3 seen on
nd
the ground) and one in full breeding plumage on 22
April. The other record was of a passage bird
passing over a Beamsley house on the 16th July (LGD, GF&AP, PD&JBP, K&PL, PRo).
WHIMBREL (Numenius phacopus)
003 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage migrant.
After a blank year last year this was in line with the more typical 2 or 3/year, with the Otley region figuring
in two of the 3 sightings. A single bird was seen in the fields behind Throstle Nest Farm, Otley on the
morning of 2 nd April and one flew over the Wetlands on 22 nd July. The other record was of a group of ~5
birds flying over Grassington on the night of 11thAugust (BB, BOG, TV*).
CURLEW (Numenius arquata)
178 Sightings/67 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable.
The curlew is a widespread breeding bird throughout the area at suitable sites; it usually moves west and
south for winter. It was recorded from all parts of the region, with the usual large pre-and post-breeding
flocks in the region around Denton, Burley and Otley. There was flock of ~400 at Manor Park on the 1 st
January, but most of the high counts occur during February and especially at the beginning of the month.
There were 400+ on Denton Moor on the 4 th, 500+ which came into Otley at dusk (with 50 oystercatchers)
on the 6 th and 280 at Askwith on the 7 th: later large counts were ~200 at Manor Bends on the 20 th and 430
at Denton on 2 nd March. This is a phenomenon which is not seen in the north where birds only started to
appear from 18 th February (with 2 at Mossy Moor reservoir) and never in large numbers. Numbers during
the rest of March and during April tend to be of flocks in the tens rather than hundreds. In March there
were only 30 at Denton Hall (16 th); in April, there were 24 at Conistone (4 ),th 33 on Threshfield Moor (7 ),th
a very vocal ~80 in mid-Washburn (11 )thand 56 at Denton Hall (18 ). thThroughout April and May small
numbers were reported at a wide variety of sites (a typical figure for the annual number of sites is 63)
throughout the region on the moors and along the waterways. The main evidence of a disastrous breeding
season was from Hawksworth Moor where, although there were plenty of nests, the young survival rate
was low with only a single juvenile/nest. As if there wasn’t enough for parents to worry about this year 2
adults were seen protecting their nest against 2/3 crows flying overhead in pursuit of an owl at Addingham
on 5th June. It has long been felt that birds are present in the Wharfe valley bottom, for part of the winter at
least, if there is no severe weather to drive them away, although these may well be continental birds.
However, there has not usually been much evidence to support this. This changed this year, particularly
because of a new observer who regularly watches the Middleton/Denton area. There were ‘lots’ reported
from Denton and Middleton during July including 250 at Denton Hall on the 28 th. On other hand, at Otley,
there was only a single bird present (on 29 th July) throughout the whole of July and August. August was
generally a quiet month with a minimal presence throughout the area (only 2 and 3 in the Grassington
Moor area). Subsequently sightings were limited but there were ‘lots’ in the fields around Middleton in
September, 100 at Denton in mid- October and ‘lots’ in the fields around Middleton in mid-November. In
mid-December, ~800 were seen coming into roost at Manor Bends just before dark and there reported to be
‘lots’ around Middleton (SB, MVB, RB, D&AB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, DB, KB, C&FC, EC*, CJC, LGD,
H&JF, JF, HG, SG, MH, K&AH, N&PH, D&RH, GH, D&ML, LL, GL*, K&PL, O&DM, SP, PD&JBP,
JP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, ET*, GT, JTo, NV, TV*).
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COMMON REDSHANK (Tringa totanus)
065 Sightings/28 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable.
Sightings of this species were rather more widespread than they had been for at least 4 years with records
from 28 sites, compared to a rather low figure of 15 last year and a ‘usual’ figure of 19-23. This is a
species which is somewhat more common in mid-Wharfedale than Upper Wharfedale. In the former it is
well recorded around the Washburn Reservoirs and from Otley: in the latter it is well represented in the
Grassington/Grimwith area but is rare in Langstrothdale (with a single record of a single bird at Fleet Moss
on 3 rd July) and was not recorded in Littondale. There were a number of sightings of good numbers of
birds – with the highest from Upper Wharfedale where there were 12 at Grimwith on 26 th March and 20 on
th
20th April (and with 6 at Mossy Bank Reservoir on 5
June – including an alarming pair suggesting
breeding there). In the south there were 6 pairs at Dunkirk Pond (Denton) on 7 th April and a peak of 9 at
Otley on 11 th March. There was a record of birds breeding in small numbers around the edges of
Hawksworth Moor and one additional record of an alarming pair at Ling Park Plantation. There was the
odd autumn sighting of passage birds but in many ways one of the most interesting records of the year was
of a single bird present at the northern end of Fewston on both the 22 nd November and 3 rd December (RB,
ABo*, BOG, KB, EC*, JF, HG, SG, D&ML, GL*, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*)

COMMON GREENSHANK (Tringa nebularia)
003 Sightings/03 Sites
Scarce passage visitor.
This is a species which is recorded virtually every year but where sightings are generally restricted to only
2 or 3 sites/year, one of which is usually Otley; one was recorded there on 22 nd April. A bird was heard
calling and circling in thick mist on the summit of Great Whernside on 11 thMay; the other sighting was an
overflight at Draughton Heights on 16thJuly (BOG, GF&AP, JTo).
GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus)
001 Sightings/OUT OF AREA
Scarce passage visitor.
The combination of very high water levels and settled conditions made it a very poor year for autumn
passage and this species was one of the ‘casualties’. The only sighting was of one at Scargill, just outside
the area, on 3rd September (BOG).
COMMON SANDPIPER (Actitis hypoleucos)
072 Sightings/27 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: national population
decline not apparent locally.
One of the pleasures of a spring walk along the river is to catch
sight of this bobbing bird and then watch its characteristically
flicking wings as it flies low over the water to its next perching
stone. Fortunately, this remains a relatively common sight in our
area with a sighting guaranteed at its local stronghold of Grimwith
(this year between 20 th April and the last day of July); there was a
peak count there of 22 on 6 th June. It is well recorded throughout
the region along rivers and bodies of water, usually in ones and
twos, and with proportionately more recorded in Upper Wharfedale.
In that area there were again a number of sightings from
Langstrothdale but, this year, only a single sighting from Littondale
– from Halton Gill. There was also a good number of pairs (5)
along the river between Kettlewell and Starbotton.
th
The most interesting and unexpected record came at the end of the year, on 20
December, when two
expert birders from the Grassington were walking down beside the overflow channel at Swinsty when they
saw a sandpiper. The first thought was that it was a green sandpiper, but it seemed a bit small and the
colour didn't look quite right and it was definitely bobbing a lot. Eventually it flew a short distance and
called, confirming it was a common sandpiper . 24Such sightings are rare: Birdguides reported only 2
December sightings in the UK in 2007 although in the best recent year, 2002, there were 12 sightings.
Such sightings are not unknown in Wharfedale either. There were several sightings at Washburn
Reservoirs in each of the winters between 1974 and 1977: since then there have been only single records at
Apart from the call the fact that the wing bar was the full width of the wing confirmed the identification and that it wasn’t a
spotted sandpiper.
24
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pool in 1989 and at Swinsty in January and February 1991 (ABo*, BOG, DB, KB, C&FC, EC*, CJC,
H&JF, JF, HG, SG, K&AH, GL*, K&PL, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*, UWFS*).
MEDITERRANEAN GULL (Larus melanocephalus)
No sightings this year
In the year which saw the first Yorkshire breeding record, it was a pity that there were no records in the
area, the first time since 2000. This is another species whose presence in the UK has been transformed
since the last war. There had been only 4 sightings in the UK prior to 1940. The first breeding record was
in Hampshire in 1968 with 90 breeding pairs recorded in 2000. The species was first recorded in our area
in 1987 but since then has become a rare but regular visitor with sightings in 14 of the last 21 years.
BLACK HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be declining
after big increase in recent decades.
This species winters in the area in stunningly large numbers 25 with mixed roosts
of 3,500 small gulls at Swinsty on January 5 th but good sized roosts elsewhere
with 800 at Lindley Wood (3 ), rd300 at Gallows Hill and Chelker (15 ). th The
common gull replaces the black-headed gull as the most common gull in the upper
dale but there were still ~100 near Skirfare Bridge (29 ). thThese large flocks
disperse around the end of the first quarter and the last count in excess of 100 in
mid-Wharfedale was from Fewston towards the end of March. Large mixed
flocks were recorded in Littondale during March with 250 at Skirfare Bridge and
200 at Arncliffe Cote on the 5th(with a similar sized flock at the latter site a month
later). The monthly maximum figures at Otley are shown below for both small
gulls (with the last sizeable count on 10thMarch):
Jan Feb Mar April May
June July
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
BH 500 200 150 3 8 7 48 52 50 ~150 ~250 ~150
CM26
75
30
100
227
0 0 10 21 200 0 0 30
The action then moves to the main breeding area at Upper Barden Reservoir with the usual numbers of
pairs (~3000) reported on 24 th May albeit with a greater number on or above small cliffs at northern end.
There was no sign this year of the small colony which there used to be at the nearby Gill Beck Head,
although there were ~30 pairs at adjacent pond. Birds start returning to their usual winter haunts during
October. Apart from the Otley records above there were 250 at Swinsty on 28th October, 400 at Chelker on
9th December and 1000 at Knotford many standing around on the ice which covered much of the lakes on
th
the 13th, 700 at the Swinsty roost on the 16 and
~250 at Grimwith on 30 th (SB, D&AB, N&AB, BOG, DB,
C&FC, EC*, CJC, JF, PG, LL, GL*, K&PL, SP, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*).
COMMON GULL (Larus canus)
070 Sightings/28 Sites
Common passage/winter visitor: small number of breeding records.
Mixed roosts in the early part of the year are discussed in the above entry. Generally, numbers of common
gulls tend to be somewhat smaller than for the previous species. There were counts of 150 at Arncliffe
Cote and ~50 at Skirfare Bridge on 29 th January; the largest record from Grimwith was a roost of 1200 on
4th February and there were 200 on Denton Moor on 1 st March. This is a species which usually only
winters in the area, although a few immatures are occasionally observed through the summer and a small
number are thought to breed in the Upper Barden black-headed gull colony. The last double figure count
(11) was at Grimwith at mid-afternoon on 12 th April and there were 5 immatures there on 16 th May. Other
than that there were only 4 records (of between 1 and 3) all received from upper Wharfedale, until 10 were
reported from Otley on 21stJuly. The first large count was of 200 at Otley on 8 thSeptember but it was only
recorded once more between then and 17 th December. In November I recorded moderate numbers on my
BTO tetrads with numbers in excess of 70 from the top end of Littondale but with smaller numbers (25 and
There were some interesting details of UK wintering gull numbers in BTO News 269 (Mar 2007) obtained by counting roost
numbers inland and at the coast. Inland figures included 640,000 black-headed (BH), 213,000 common (CM), 82,000 herring (HG),
48,000 lesser black-backed (LB), 15,000 greater black-backed (GB); also 20 Mediterranean gulls, 2 Caspian, 59 yellow-legged, 12 Iceland
and 8 glaucous. On the coast there were very roughly comparable numbers of BH, CM, GB, Iceland, yellow-legged and Caspian gulls but
less LB (14,000) and more HG (211,000); also kittiwake (1,300), Med gulls (278), little gull (11), glaucous (17) and ring-billed (3).
25

Unlike the black-headed gull, the presence of common gulls was not guaranteed at the start of the year at Otley. It was observed
on about 50% of visits.
26
27

The last sighting was on 14th April.
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15) in Upper Wharfedale and Langstrothdale. There were good numbers recorded at the winter roosts:
~500 at Grimwith which started arriving at 1500 on 15 th December (with all the gulls appearing to be
common), 1200 at Swinsty on the 16 ,thand counts at Grimwith of ~1500 on the 26 th and at least 2,000 on
the 30th (BOG, CJC, JF, SG, GSH, GL*, K&PL, JP, PP, DLR, E&PS, JTo, TV*).
HERRING GULL (Larus argentatus)
005 Sightings/05 Sites
Uncommon visitor.
It is far less common than other Gulls and usually only reported in small numbers and, typically at only
between 4 and 6 sites. One was seen on Barden Moor on 10th January, there were 3 at the Swinsty roost on
the 14 th and 2 were seen flying west near Yarnbury on 11 th February. The only other sightings were of
th
single birds were in May: at Grimwith on the 1stand at Burnsall on the 16 (JF,
JP, E&PS, TV*).
YELLOW-LEGGED GULL (Larus michahellis)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Rare visitor.
After the first record of this species in 2005 there were two sightings this year, both over Strid Wood, on
28th June and 20 th September. BOG records would appear to suggest a small but growing presence in their
area (BOG, JTo,).
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus)
044 Sightings/26 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: probably declining due to control at breeding sites.
This species both winters in the area and breeds on local moors, when not disturbed by gamekeepers
concerned by their propensity to eat anything that moves! Sightings were recorded in every month except
August and occurred throughout the region, although there are significantly more from Upper Wharfedale.
Most records were of birds passing over singly or in small groups (of up to 4) but there were several large
counts during the year, usually at roosts. There were 48 at Grimwith on th4 February (but only 3 at Swinsty
st
on 14 th January), 25 at Grimwith on 21 October
and 62 there on 30 th December: these numbers compare
with Grimwith counts last year of 20 in July and 26 in October (BOG, EC*, JF, HG, GL*, K&PL,
PD&JBP, JP, PP, E&PS, JTo, TV*).
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus marinus)
005 Sightings/05 Sites
Uncommon passage/winter visitor.
A few birds winter in the area eventually flying north to their breeding grounds, although the odd immature
may stay all year. Grimwith remains the most reliable place to see this species with their presence regular,
albeit in small numbers. This was a poor year for sightings of this species with only 5 compared with the
more usual >10. An adult flew over Lea Green on 2nd January, one was seen on Barden Moor on the 10 , th
there was a sighting of an adult and a first winter bird at Grimwith on 14 th February, and there one over
Rocking Hall Moor on 11 th March. The only end-of-year record was of one flying past Hardisty Hill on
25th November (GL*, JP, E&PS).
COMMON TERN (Sterna hirundo)
009 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant: occasionally breeds.
Sightings for the previous two years have been restricted to Otley and the situation was the same this year
with the first record there on 21 st April, generally of 1 or 2 birds but with an unusual record of 4 on 9 th
June. The species appeared to be one of the casualties of the summer and did not breed. They left the site
for several weeks, with 2 birds re-appearing in mid-July but with no sign of any young. The last regular
th
sighting was 27thJuly but there was a late sighting of 2 passage birds on 9 October
(BOG, CH, DLR, PRo).
FERAL PIGEON (Columba livia) (C)
Uncommon resident breeder: population probably stable.
This species is vastly under-recorded so it is difficult to draw too many firm conclusions abut its
distribution. The conventional wisdom (i.e. the unchanged comment used in the last few Reviews) is that
it is seen mainly in the urban areas of Ilkley and Otley with a few small groups also in rural areas, and with
only 12 records received this year this is a wisdom it is difficult to refute. In fact the largest flock recorded
submitted this year was of 50-60 on farm buildings opposite Kilnsey Crag. Two gardens which provide
monthly records throughout the year showed peak counts of 10 and 12 (clearly meaning that an awful lot
of bird food consumed), but huge variability not only between numbers seen in specific months in each
garden but also in the monthly trends between the two gardens. There was also considerable variability in
the records from Otley with a peak count of 14 on the 7 th April but with 1 or 2 more usual and long gaps of
several weeks when none were recorded (D&AB, JF, D&RH, PP).
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STOCK DOVE (Columba oenas)
040 Sightings/18 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This is very much a rural bird in the area and is certainly much under-recorded; many of the sightings are
of just 1 or 2 birds. Extensive observations in the Washburn valley over the years suggest that this area is a
stronghold (although the peak count there this year was only 5 at Kex Ghyll in November). However,
apart from Otley where a pair where seen and regularly reported (with a peak of 3 or 4 birds during the
summer and at the year’s end), there were a higher proportion of records from Upper Wharfedale. In that
region the highest number of sightings was from Grimwith with an unusually high count of ~15, far and
away the highest count of the year, on 22 nd July and 18 th October: there were also regular sightings around
Grassington and in Littondale, but only one from Langstrothdale (ABo*, C&FC, JF, GF&AP, HG, SG,
GL*, DO&JF, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PRo, JTo, TV*).
WOOD PIGEON (Columba palumbus) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This is an under-recorded species. It is usually present in good numbers throughout the area all year but
with a tendency to move to the lower parts of the valleys in winter or disappearing entirely in severe cold
spells. Also, the presence of large flocks of this species is usually a good indication about the levels of
local food supplies. Although the species was reported to be common in the Grassington area the majority
of records received were from Mid Wharfedale. In the north sightings were received from throughout the
rd
region but most were of less than 10 birds although there was a record of ~90 from Grass Wood on 23
October. In Mid Wharfedale a significant proportion (>30%) of the records were from the Washburn but
there were a number of sightings from the well-watched Otley. The species is recorded regularly in
member’s gardens but never in the numbers seen for feral pigeons. The following table shows monthly
peak counts at Otley and in a member’s garden:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Otley
30 45 37 27 38 19 11 14 15 12 7 12
Local garden
322323222222
Numbers were larger at the start of the year than at the end with peak counts at Swinsty (74) and Lindley
Wood (40) in January and the Chevin (50) and Valley of Desolation (25) on in February. These numbers
are well below the 150 seen at Leathley in March 2005 or 300 at Thruscross at the end of 2006. As usual
th
there were few records of breeding – there were juveniles in Menston and Burley on 11
July and 10 th
August respectively. The BTO Birdtrack in mid-November reported large numbers of wood pigeons were
being seen, but revealing yet another gap in our knowledge about migration movements. It admitted some
of these records could be of winter gatherings and some of local migrants, but that we know little about
wood pigeon movements. This situation was reflected locally at from the BOG ‘vismig’ sites to the south
of our area. In October, 5,500 passed through with a peak count of 1,600 at one site on the 30th, only to be
exceeded the following month by 13,000 with a peak of 5,000 on the 4 th. They certainly didn’t settle down
in our area since the peak counts at the end of the year were the Grass Wood one mentioned above and 31
at Knotford Nook on 13th December! (SB, D&AB, N&AB, BOG, C&FC, JF, HG, GL*, K&PL, SP, JP, PP,
E&PS, TV*)
COLLARED DOVE (Streptopelia decaocto) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This is another species that is much under-recorded, except in gardens, so that it is difficult to draw any
firm conclusions on its distribution across the region. However, it tends to be concentrated in urban,
suburban and village environments and is surprisingly rare in rural habitats. Records from Otley were also
rare with only 2 sightings all year. A long-term Grassington resident reported last year that it appeared that
numbers were still increasing and that it had not been present as recently as 1992. The largest count was
only 7 in a Menston garden (October) with 3 pairs in Hebden between April and September – as opposed
to last year when 25 were recorded in Burley in November (SB, RB, D&AB, ABo*, EC*, GF&AP, GL*,
K&PL, O&DM, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS, TV*).
CUCKOO (Cuculus canorus)
071 Sightings/31 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population declining.
The BTO in one of their recent News identified four species for which there were particular concerns; this
was one of them .28 The trends for this species are slightly surprising: the figures for the UK as a whole
28

The other ones were spotted flycatcher, redstart and turtle dove, the first two of which we will return in due course.
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show a 40% reduction between 1994 and 2006 but this hides a greater fall in England (51%) and an
amazing increase in Scotland (48%). Our own local experience would appear to be in line with this. It is
getting progressively more of a challenge to find birds on Ilkley Moor one of the traditional spots to see
them29, whilst a regular visitor to the Washburn reported numbers were definitely down and that they were
no longer seen in the lower valley. There has been a slow reduction in the number of sites at which they
are recorded. These have fallen from 41 sites in 2004, through 38 (2005) to 31-32 (2006 and 2007)! The
southern edge of Rombalds Moor is the traditional spot where the first bird of the year is recorded: this
th
year the honours went to a rank outsider with one seen on Denton Moor on 17
April, four whole days
before one was heard on Ilkley Moor. The species is found throughout the area but 87% of records this
year were of single birds. The only locations where two birds were recorded were Ilkley Moor (3), Strid
Woods, Barden Moor (3) and the Valley of Desolation: in one of the sightings on Barden Moor both the
male and the female were seen and heard, the latter making her rarely-heard bubbling call. There aren’t
sightings of young cuckoos every year but this year two meadow pipits were seen feeding a juvenile on
Barden Fell on 28 th June, whilst a juvenile was making short flights on Barden Moor pursued by its
meadow pipit foster parents. Finally, a juvenile was seen on Draughton Heights on 29 th July (DA, CA*,
MHA, MVB, RB, ABo*, BOG, DB, KB, JC*, C&FC, EC*, CJC, J&JD, JF, SG, GSH, D&RH, D&ML, LL, GLe,
GL*, K&PL, O&DM, DO&JF, SP, PD&JBP, JP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, NV, TV*, J&SW).

EURASIAN EAGLE OWL (Bubo bubo)
Local escapee or rare feral breeder.

003 Sightings/02 Sites

The incidences in our area involving this species continue to
th
increase. The Ilkley Gazette reported on 26
April that
‘twitchers’ were turning up in Bramhope, just to the south of
our area to see a male which had been around for several weeks.
In late April and early May several members visited a site in
that same general area and saw a roosting bird, although it was
not seen there after the middle of the month. There were also
two sightings, this time within the Wharfedale area, in May and
June. The most reported event was of a nest in Dunsop Bridge
in Bowland where a pair raised 3 young and where the adjacent
footpath had had to be closed for safety reasons after a man
walking his dog had been attacked. The growing evidence that
wild birds are spreading through the countryside is dividing the
birding community. The official line, originally laid down by
the BOU in 1996, was that there was no historic evidence that
this species had inhabited this country and that all birds were
either escaped or released birds: the RSPB and BTO agree with
this position and are concerned about the impact the species
could have on other birds and mammals. This group is
monitoring the situation, although to date there has been no call
for re-capture or shooting. The alternative view is that wild
birds can be found as close as Holland and some could easily have made their way to the UK; this group
claims that there is no evidence on the Continent of it being harmful to other wildlife. At the moment it is
believed there are 44 pairs in the UK with 4 pairs in Lancashire and at least 6 in Yorkshire. The legal
status of these birds appears complicated. Escaped birds enjoy no protection under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act but young reared in the wild are protected under the EU Birds Directive – as are any
parents whilst they are raising young. As the major BTO wintering and breeding bird atlases updates get
under way in November, 2007 the list of species provided includes many introduced over the past two
centuries, but the eagle owl gets not a mention! It promises to be an interesting few years as the situation
on this species develops…30 (Viv Brown, JF, K&PL, PS).

Someone who lives on the edge of the moor and is usually driven mad by the frequency of calls reported that she had only
heard a bird three times up until 9th May – and all in the previous 8 days.
29

The situation is generating something of a frenzy in Scotland BBC Scotland reported that ‘Killer owls can attack dogs and
deer…..and can grow to 3ft tall’, whilst a representative of the Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals claimed that he
had heard of ‘ an escaped bird some years ago (that) plucked a Yorkshire terrier from a street in Perth, so they can quite easily eat dogs’.
30
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BARN OWL (Tyto alba)
006 Sightings/06 Sites
Rare visitor Once again there was a breeding record from the extreme east of our area where 2 juveniles
survived from 5 eggs which produced 4 chicks. However, one of the big excitements of the birding year
nd
was the appearance of a barn owl to the west of Otley in the autumn. There were sightings on 22
September (Middleton), 10 th October (Otley Wetland), 16 th October (at Denton where it was seen perched
on the fence by the road and in front of the Hall), and 18th October (along Hallam Lane, Askwith). The last
time when there was a presence in the area was in 1988 when a pair was reported to have bred in the
Askwith area. There was also an interesting distraction on the Chevin on 24 th October for a couple of
members who were heading for a very early morning flight at Leeds – Bradford and one flew past them on
East Chevin Road. The Yorkshire Post reported that the species had had a very successful breeding season
after a very poor 2006: they had been enticed by the mild spring and abundance of small mammals to nest
early in February and March (compared with a normal year when eggs aren’t laid until late April or early
May). Broods were larger-than-average, with a brood of 8 in Nottinghamshire one of the largest ever
recorded. Despite the subsequent wet weather some owls also appear to have tried for a second brood (see
footnote 13). Their situation is much helped by their increasing tendency to nest in the boxes provided,
which is making an enormous difference for this species which has suffered badly because of the numbers
of barn conversations (RB, BOG, C&FC, LGD, AJ, KR, E&PS).
TAWNY OWL (Strix aluco)
086 Sightings/37Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
It appears to have been a good year for this species with records from 37 sites, compared with 24-26 in the
previous two years and 50% more sightings than usual (no doubt because of the good breeding season): a
member recorded 6 separate birds on an early morning walk (at 0515) from his house in Otley up East
Chevin Road. Records appear slightly more numerous from Mid Wharfedale than Upper Wharfedale,
where most were from the Grassington area. However, this may to some extent reflect the limited
coverage in Littondale and Langstrothdale: a couple of members from Oughtershaw reported a significant
presence around them. In Mid Wharfedale they are well reported throughout the region: the area, where
the local ringer, operates lies between Ilkley and Otley and northwards into the Washburn. The season
started very well with large number of small mammals around. Owls were able to put on fat before they
laid eggs (note that if they don’t do this they won’t lay). Consequently, the local ringer located a
remarkable 15 nests (compared with the usual 10). Owls nest in boxes or deep holes, although 2 or 3
nested in open kestrel boxes so most chicks will not have been exposed to the wet weather, but it would
seem that the adults may well have had problems finding food because the productivity was much lower
than usual. There were 4 nests which produced only 1 young, the rest of the eggs being either addled or
predated, but overall it was a very successful season with 26 young being raised from the 15 nests, i.e. 1.7
chicks/nest, equal to the previous high productivity in 2005 – although then there were only 10 nests.
There was an interesting breeding record from an Ilkley garden where a nest box was used successfully for
the second year running. An adult was seen three times between 11.15 and 12.15 on 7 th May. A fledging
was seen sitting on top of the box on the 14 th between 21.00 and 21.30 after having emerged earlier in
evening: it was still present on the 19 th (DA, SB, RB, BOG, KB, C&FC, EC*, CJC, J&JD, JF, HG, GSH,
AJ, D&ML, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, SP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*).
LONG-EARED OWL (Asio otus)
017 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant.
Our knowledge of this species owes a lot to the work spear-headed
by a local birder, Andy Jowett, who has not only located a number
of breeding pairs, but has also provided hanging baskets which
have proved very popular with the nesting adults (left). The
investigation of new sites continues but the investigations were
hampered for the second year running. Last year there was a poor
breeding season and calling young is one of the more reliable ways
of locating nest sites: this year it was because of the poor weather
with some regions known to have had breeding pairs in previous
year not searched. Nevertheless 9 nests were located, one of which
failed with another was just outside the area: the nest of a pair
active in a quite separate area proved impossible to locate (DA,
BOG, CJC, JF, GF&AP, HG, N&PH, AJ, DO&JF, SP, PBR, PRo, JTo).
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SHORT EARED OWL (Asio flammeus)
020 Sightings/09 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/resident: population either stable or in shallow decline.
The species is not common and the number of sightings varies quite a lot from year to year; sightings
seemed particularly scarce this year with both records and sites almost halved compared with the previous
two years. About half the sightings were from two sites – Timble Ings and Grimwith. There were also two
sightings from Littondale, including one from Halton Gill in November when an owl was mobbing a
buzzard over the village, and two from Fleet Moss. There was indirect evidence of breeding at one site
although, sadly, the male was to become a road victim (DA, DA, D&HB, C&FC, JF, GF&AP, GL*, O&DM,
DO&JF, SP, PBR, DLR, PRo, JTo, TV*).

LITTLE OWL (Athene noctua)
066 Sightings/31 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population stable.
The species generally seems to be doing well with records typically from around 30 sites. Records were
received from across the area, with a significantly higher proportion from Upper Wharfedale, where they
appeared particularly well represented in Littondale. Around Conistone every barn appeared to have one
with a member recording owls in 6 separate barns. In the south there were no particular well populated
areas and in fact 25% of the records were from two well-watched sites, Otley and Barden View Point,
where ‘Find the Owl’ was a standard challenge. Many of the sightings were of single birds, but pairs were
recorded at Otley, Burley, Barden View Point, Barden Fell (where there were 2 or 3 pairs), Grass Wood
and Conistone. Three young were ringed at Askwith on 8 th June and there was a family party with 2
juveniles near Grass Wood on 30 th July: there was also a record of 3 birds at Arncliffe on the same date
(MVB, BOG, C&FC, EC*, CJC, H&JF, JF, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, SP, PD&JBP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*).

EUROPEAN NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus europaeus)
015 Sightings/01 Sites
Scarce passage migrant – bred in area for several years running.
The season got off to a false start with an incredibly early record on 29 th April at the usual site, but this
proved to be passage bird and a false alarm. The first record of a local bird appears to have been 3 weeks
later, probably the 18th. There were numerous records during June of 3 males but a lone female did not turn
up until early July . 31 Subsequently a good deal of searching produced neither a nest nor any young,
perhaps not surprising in view of the late arrival of the female and the wet summer. The last record was of
at least one male (and possibly more) churring on 8 th August. Birds have now returned to their breeding
site every year since 2002 but may have only successfully raised young between 2002 and 2004 (with
young predated in 2005 and the eggs in 2006) (DA, BOG, CJC, JF, GF&AP, HG, AJ, DO&JF, PBR, PRo).
SWIFT (Apus apus) (C)
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable/may be in shallow decline.
The species is recorded throughout Wharfedale although numbers are rarely noted. This is a species that is
also primarily reported in the periods shortly after its arrival and immediately before its departure. The
trend of a progressively earlier arrival date was broken this year with the first record over Strid Wood on
the 21 stApril, 6 days later than last year’s record early date. Once again it was to be another week before
there was a report of sizeable numbers (20) over Otley town. There were no records of large numbers (like
the 300-500 recorded over Otley on 2 nd May last year) and the highest recorded count was 60+ over Otley
at the end of the season (on 22 nd July). This fact was consistent with a Grassington watcher who formed
the view that numbers were low this year. An Ilkley watcher reported only one group over his home this
year, well down on what he used to see when he first arrived some years ago; he wondered how long it
would be before they cease breeding in Ilkley? The departure date returned to a more normal 19 th August
after the departure had been much delayed last year (to 19 th September) because of the late warm summer
(SB, RB, ABo*, BOG, DB, C&FC, EC*, JF, GF&AP, PG, GL*, K&PL, O&DM, DO&JF, SP, PD&JBP, JP, PP,
PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, TV*).

KINGFISHER (Alcedo atthis)
061 Sightings/30 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident along suitable rivers and lagoons: popn. probably stable/slightly increasing.
The species is doing reasonably well nationally with a 19% increase in England since 1994. It is well
represented along the lower reaches of the river with the furthest upstream record this year being from
Conistone: in Littondale, there were no records above Hawkswick (where there were two sightings in
September and December). It is less common in the Washburn with only four records this year most
around the middle of the year presumably in the post breeding dispersion period. The first was an
31

BTO reported in mid May up to that date nightjars had only been turning up in small numbers.
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interesting sighting of bird flying across the river above Fewston on 4 thJuly. The other two were from top
end of Lindley Wood on the 9 th August and from Farnley Lake the following day. The final sighting was
at Swinsty on 19 th October. There were records of juveniles between 27 th May (Barden Bridge) and 3 rd
July (Low Mill). However the species was badly affected by the river floods. Adults managed to raise
first broods at Otley, Otley Wetland and Ben Rhydding gravel pits but no second broods materialised
because of the extreme variability of water level (CA*, MVB, N&AB, BOG, DB, CJC, CD*, LGD, JF, SG,
D&ML, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, SP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, NV, TV*).

GREEN WOODPECKER (Picus viridis)
081 Sightings/42 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
The species is doing extremely well in the UK (with an increase in England of 58% since 1994) and is well
recorded throughout the area (typically at between 40 and 45 sites each year). It is almost certainly rather
more common in Upper Wharfedale, although records from Littondale and Langstrothdale are rather
sparse. This comment about their frequency in Upper Wharfedale was re-enforced for your recorder on a
late March walk from Appletreewick to Burnsall when 5 were recorded including the last one perched in a
tree in the centre of Burnsall. Two well-watched sites where it was not recorded were Otley and Grimwith.
It is often detected by its distinctive ‘yaffle’ (~30% records were of birds which were only heard), so
records are common from the first part of the year when it is most vocal. The greatest numbers of
sightings were from the Grassington area and the Washburn areas with a regular walker in the latter area
reporting it was often seen and heard and were obviously doing well. In addition to the record from below
Burnsall there were records of 3 birds in Grass Wood and Strid Woods in March, and at least 4 on a
circular walk between Grassington and Grass Wood in August. There were three records of breeding: an
adult with 2 juveniles was seen at Ben Rhydding gravel pits on 11 th July, a family in an Ilkley garden and
another with 2 juveniles between Grassington and Burnsall on the 23 rd (SB, RB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, DB,
KB, D&HB, EC*, CJC, LGD, HD*, NF, JF,
PBR, DLR, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*).

GF&AP, SG, D&ML, GLe, GL*, K&PL, BL, SP, PD&JBP, JP, PP,

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopus major)
187 Sightings/60 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
This species has seen a very significant increase in numbers in the UK, with an increase in England of
125% since 1994. It is also felt to be doing well locally – to the extent that the local ringer now identifies
it as a not insignificant source of predation of nesting small birds. It is well recorded throughout the area
(typically at between 50 and 60 sites – a smaller difference compared to the green woodpecker than one
might expect since it is a much easier bird to see and there are a lot more sightings ). 32The situation on
relative abundance is reversed compared with the green woodpecker with this species significantly more
abundant in Mid Wharfedale. The species is fairly common to common throughout the more wooded parts
of the area: it was reported to be common in Grass Wood and around Grassington; there were several
records from Langstrothdale, a few from Littondale and a rare sighting at Grimwith in October. Good
numbers were recorded at a number of sites between February and early April including 7 in Middleton
Woods and 4 in Swinsty Moor Plantation and Norwood Bottom (all in February), 4 in Grass Wood (April),
3 at Kettlewell (in March) and 2-3 pairs in Farnley Lake (early in April). Breeding records covered an
extended period between 21 stApril and 14 th August with recorders often attracted to the nest site by calling
youngsters. Breeding records included Swinsty, Folly Hall Wood, Dob Park Wood (where there were two
nests within about 50 yards of each other), Leathley, Burley, Ben Rhydding, Middleton Woods, Ilkley,
Addingham, Strid Wood Barden Bridge and Barden Fell. The species was a regular garden visitor and part
of every well-educated youngster’s upbringing is to be instructed on getting nuts from a garden feeder. An
observer in Burley reported an adult male bringing young into garden in July and staying until the young
had mastered the feeder – subsequently, the young came in for 15 mins at a time and 4/5 times/day until 5 th
August (SB, RB, D&AB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, DB, KB, C&FC, EC*, J&JD, H&JF, NF, JF, K&AH, N&PH, CH,
D&RH, MH*, D&ML, LL, GL*, K&PL, BL, O&DM, DO&JF, SP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, NV, TV*).
LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopus minor)
012 Sightings/06 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population possibly in decline.
This species is not far from the northern limit of its range and remains difficult to find . 33However, it is
Perhaps the small difference reflects the long ranges at which the very
heard and easily identified by everyone.
32
33

distinctive ‘yaffle’ of the green woodpecker can be

The species is sufficiently rare that the BTO is unable to produce meaningful statistics on population trends.
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encouraging that the number of sites at which it is seen appears to be holding up (with this year’s number
being mid-way between the 9 in the ‘good’ years of 2003 and 2005, and 3 in 2004, the ‘poorest’ year),
although sadly there were no records this year from Upper Wharfedale. The most ‘reliable’ places for
sightings this year (4 sightings from each) were in the Middleton area – from Middleton Woods and the old
hospital site, and from Strid Woods. A private site in the Washburn has continued to be a particularly
reliable location over the years. There also continue to be regular but infrequent sightings from Strid
Wood as well as the occasional sighting from Otley (RB, BOG, JF, GF&AP, K&PL, PD&JBP, E&PS, JTo).
WOODLARK (Lullula arborea)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant.
This species has recovered from a disastrous fall in numbers between the late 1960s and 1986, when the
first national census was held. In 1986 there were only 240 pairs. Now, the succession of warm winters
has helped this species and has resulted in a steady increase to 1,552 pairs in 1997 and 1,741 pairs last year.
More importantly for us there has been some range expansion, with the number of territories in Yorkshire
and Humberside increasing from 16 to 53 between 1997 and 2006 (with the first breeding record from
Doncaster in 1997). We had our first sightings in the area last year. This year there was a possible sighting
at Timble Ings on 21 stJune when a bird flew over the observer. He had seen and heard this species many
times whilst living in Berkshire and felt fairly confident about the bird’s song and its short tail. This
species has a stunning song and some quite distinctive features, and it is perhaps timely for members to
remind themselves of its features and song and start looking out for it (DLR).
SKYLARK (Alauda arvensis)
061 Sightings/37 Sites
Common breeding resident: national population decline but probably
holding own in area.
The species appears to be holding up throughout the area despite a 19%
decline across England since 1994. It is one of the species which is better
represented and is present in larger numbers in Upper Wharfedale than in
Mid Wharfedale. In the north it is found right up to Oughtershaw and Fleet
Moss, with good numbers reported around Grassington. The largest counts
are always at the start of the season: in March there were 15 between
Grassington and Bastow Wood (27 ),thwhilst in April there were 23 on
Sandwith Moor in the south (1st), 7 on the valley sides at Conistone (4 th), 10
at Mossy Bank Reservoir (13 th) and 7 at Foxup (18 ),thnot to mention 6 on
the top of Great Whernside (7 ).th Apart from the Sandwith Moor sighting
the only large counts from mid-Wharfedale were 5 on Denton Moor on 11 th April, which was reported as
being fairly typical, and 4 from Draughton Heights on the 13 .th There were two reports of breeding: there
th
was a family in Lord Burlington’s Wood on the 31 stMay and a juvenile at Lea Green on the 27 June
(RB,
ABo*, N&AB, BOG, C&FC, EC*, CJC, H&JF, JF, SG, D&RH, D&ML, GL*, K&PL, SP, JP, PBR,
E&PS, GT, JTo, NV, TV*).
SAND MARTIN (Riparia riparia)
063 Sightings/27 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population fluctuates.
Good-sized nesting colonies were noted all along the Wharfe at suitable sites up to Buckden; in Littondale,
they were seen at Skirfare Bridge and below Arncliffe (where numbers were reported to be ‘good by local
standards’); sightings in the Washburn are very limited (in fact the only records were of ~6 birds at Lindley
Wood on 24 th May, which started nesting above the bridge as the water levels fell, and 2 over Fewston 5
days later). There were no records this year from Grimwith. The number of sightings was down by over
20%, which may be a reflection of the fact that the species had a truly awful breeding season because of
high river levels. This certainly applied to the well-monitored colonies between Otley and Ben Rhydding.
There were 70+ nests around Otley paper mill, a reasonable number, but most perished in the floods with
only about 10 pairs attempting 2nd broods. At Mickle Ings (Beck opposite Otley Wetland), there were also
reasonable numbers of nests (50-60) but most were washed out in floods whilst full of young and many
adults gave up and left: only 5 pairs at top of the banking survived and had a second brood. In the Ben
Rhydding region of the river there are three traditional sites for nesting but there were less than 10 pairs
along this whole length and the one opposite Ben Rhydding gravel pits appeared to have been abandoned
for the year. Of interest, a sand martin ringed there on 20th June 2004 was captured in a Senegal National
Park having travelled 4,368 km in 262 days. Further up the river around Barden Bridge numbers (10+)
below the bridge were reported to be disappointing, whilst the juveniles sticking their heads out of their
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nest-holes there on 30 th July can have had little appreciation of how lucky they were to have survived so
long (MVB, N&AB, BOG, DB, KB, EC*, J&JD, SG, LL, GL*, K&PL, PD&JBP, PD&JBP, SP, JP, PP,
DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo).
BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica) (C)
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline.
This species appears to be well distributed throughout the area, mainly in rural areas wherever suitable
nesting sites exist. The only sizeable counts of birds this year were 120 around the outlet tower at
Grimwith on 24 th August feeding on a great cloud of flies, and ~100 over Scargill Reservoir just outside
the area on 3 rd and 4 th September (similar numbers to last year but less than the spring count of 320 in
2005). At the main site where ringing takes place, Knotford Nook, young from 38 nests were ringed with a
productivity of 3.5 young/nest, better than the previous two years but well below the ~4.5 recorded in 2003
and 2004. The eggs or young in five nests were predated, and the eggs in another nest were abandoned
(C&JA*, MHA, SB, RB, ABo*, BOG, N&AB, DB, KB, C&FC, EC*, H&JF, JF, GF&AP, HG, K&AH, AJ,
LL, GL*, K&PL, O&DM, DO&JF, SP, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, NV, TV*).

D&ML,

HOUSE MARTIN (Delichon urbica)
061 Sightings/34 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly in decline.
This species is recorded throughout the area with a rather higher proportion of records from the north with
sightings at many of the northern villages. It is never recorded in large numbers with the highest counts
being ~20 at Foxup (26 th May), 20+ at Barden View Point (3 rd June), 20-30 at Oughtershaw (12 th August)
and. 30-40 on Kinsey Crag (12 th September). Breeding was recorded from 7 th June when there were
reported to be 10-12 occupied nests in Timble village (with 7 fledged young and 7 nests with young
between 2 days and a week old) right through into September when there were young being fed in Otley
town on 3 rd and in Grassington on the 4 th (SB, RB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, C&FC, EC*, JF, GF&AP,
K&AH, N&PH, GL*, K&PL, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, NV).
MEADOW PIPIT (Anthus pratensis)
095 Sightings/41 Sites
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population in decline nationally but probably holding
up locally.
This species moves off the high ground in the winter; many remain in the lowland regions of the UK,
although large numbers winter in southern Europe in Iberia. Nevertheless there were sightings in the
region in every month – with the first of 15 birds at Grassington on the last day of January. Nationally,
there has been some reduction in numbers (19% in England since 1994) and long-term local birders feel
they are a lot less common on our moorland edges than they once were; it is also another species which is
probably under-recorded – and frequently not counted. However, it continues to be well represented and
seen in good numbers throughout the region with probably slightly more in Upper Wharfedale. High
counts at the start of the year included 20 in Mastiles Lane and 15-20 in Oughtershaw in late March and 21
along Dowber Gill between Kettlewell and the top of Great Whernside in early May and 52 in a 2km BTO
transect on Foxup Moor at the end of the month. On Hawksworth Moor there were reported to be plenty of
birds but that the weather and predation kept the numbers of juveniles down. The autumn migration is
always a good time to appreciate just how many of this species there are around. At Kex Ghyll 162 and 60
were ringed on the 6 th and 7 th September, whilst to the south of the region 3,000 went over several
migration watch points during October with a peak count of 771 on 6 th at Thornton Moor Reservoir, whilst
in the north 74 were counted on a walk up Buckden Pike early in September. Later in the year there were
17 between Lippersley Pike and Round Hill on 10 th October and 21 at the top of Conistone Dib on the last
day of the year (BOG, DB, KB, C&FC, EC*, JF, HG, K&AH, AJ, D&ML, LL, GL*, SP, JP, PRo, E&PS,
GT, JTo, TV*).
TREE PIPIT (Anthus trivialis)
033 Sightings/11 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing.
Unlike its close relative, the meadow pipit, this species is a long-range migrant (to Africa). It is most
abundant in northern England, Scotland and Wales but the BTO reported that after a brief respite in 2004
the inexorable decline in numbers of this species continues with a 21% national reduction since 1994 (and
a significantly worst rate in England of 38%). The reasons for these changes are unknown but one theory
is that it is linked to the changes in forest structure. In our region there appears to be a slow reduction in
the number of sites where the species is recorded; there is also a significantly higher proportion of site
records from the north than the south.
The major stronghold for this species is undoubtedly the Grass
Wood complex with ‘several’ singing in Bastow, 3 in Grass Wood itself and 3 singing in Lower Grass
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Wood. Another important area is around Buckden where one observer does the ‘Postman’s Walk’ every
year. Last year he counted 10 singing: this year’s walk was 3 weeks later than usual and on a cold day but
only 1 was seen - the results of his walk next year will be awaited with great interest! The only reliable
area in the south is the now well-watched Timble Ings where 2 pairs were recorded. Evidence of breeding
is always limited. An adult was seen carrying food at Timble on 9th June and there was a possible sighting
of a juvenile at Grimwith on 9 th July (BOG, DB, KB, EC*, CJC, HG, SG, AJ, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, PBR,
DLR, E&PS, GT, JTo, NV, TV*).
YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla flava)
019 Sightings/09 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: just about holding on despite significant decline over recent
decades.
One of the finest birding sights in the Dales is of a bobbing male yellow wagtail perched on a dry-stone
wall in the summer sunshine. This is very much of a bird of Upper Wharfedale and experiencing this sight
still remains possible in Littondale, the stronghold for this species (containing 5 of the 9 sites). Messages
of how well it is doing were a little mixed. Numbers of sightings and sites were virtually unchanged
compared with 2006, but three regular birders in the area found them distinctly harder to find this year.
Outside Littondale, there were two interesting sightings in the Conistone/Starbotton area, a traditional (but
th
now abandoned) breeding site for this species, including a pair and 1 male seen on 28
June. The only
sightings in Mid Wharfedale were of passage birds – at Otley in April and at Kex Ghyll in April and
August. Breeding was observed at two areas in Littondale. At one there may have been up to 3 or 4 pairs
plus up to 4 juveniles on 3 rd July. At the other area there were sightings of 2 pairs and 4 juveniles (28 th
June) and 1 pair with 3 juveniles (24thJuly) (SB, MVB, BOG, EC*, JF, GF&AP, SG, AJ, GL*, PD&JBP, PBR).
GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla cinerea)
105 Sightings/50 Sites
Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population probably increasing.
The species is currently plentiful and widespread throughout the region at suitable sites – but was not
recorded at Grimwith this year. They tend to be uncommon in Upper Wharfedale in the winter, although
there were sightings along the river between Grassington and Burnsall in early January, and at Cray and
Hubberholme during a BTO Atlas walk in mid-November. The usual sighting is of 1 or 2 birds with the
highest counts being of 6 birds below the Fewston dam wall and in Hebden Beck during March. There
were reports of young over an extended period between 30 th April (Strid Woods) and 9 th August (Dowber
Gill). Reports of successful breeding were received from all along the river up as far as Hubberholme and
from Halton Gill in Littondale (RB, ABo*, BOG, KB, C&FC, EC*, CJC, LGD, J&JD, MD, H&JF, JF,
K&AH, GSH, N&PH, D&ML, GL*, K&PL, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*, UWFS*).
PIED WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba)
115 Sightings/56 Sites
Common breeding resident/partial migrant: population possibly increasing.
It is present throughout the year with some local movement in winter including coming together in large
winter roosting flocks in the lower stretches of the valleys.
There was an unusual record of a winter
resident at Grassington. In Mid Wharfedale there is often a record of the roost in Ilkley in Brook Street
(although no-one submitted sightings this year): there was a report from Ben Rhydding sewage farm of 41
in the late afternoon of 2 nd March (with the note that the species used to roost on Ilkley Moor in the 1970s)
and ~20 in the Otley hospital garden in mid-November. The general feeling is that the population of this
species is in a healthy state with extensive summer sightings throughout the region (with significantly more
sightings and sites than the last two years). There were reports of young over an extended period between
13th May (Middleton) and 10 th September (Chevin). Reports of successful breeding were received from all
along the river up as far as Hubberholme, from Halton Gill in Littondale and from Grimwith (SB, MVB,
RB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, KB, C&FC, EC*, MD, JF, HG, SG, K&AH, N&PH, D&ML, GL*, K&PL,
O&DM, DO&JF, SP, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*).
WAXWING (Bombycilla garrulus)
No sightings this year
Scarce winter visitor with reports in most years.
We had to get used this year to not seeing waxwings, either at the beginning or end of the year, the first
time since they failed to arrive in 1995. Waxwings have been a remarkably regular event interrupted by
three short periods of absence. These happened between 1951-57, 82-86, 93-95; there were an additional
four single years when the birds didn’t arrive in 1961, 67, 78 and 80. Birds did arrive in the UK but in
th
much reduced numbers. The first record was of a single bird at Gibraltar Point in Lincolnshire on 18
nd
th
October, with the first in Scotland on the 22 . Whilst
Scotland managed 112 in Aberdeen on 8
December, numbers in the NE were mainly restricted to Northumberland and Cleveland with the
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occasional single bird in Lincolnshire; the peak English count was 40 at Ashington in Northumberland on
2nd December.
DIPPER (Cinclus cinclus)
123 Sightings/41Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing.
The species appears to be doing very well in the area in recent years and was widely recorded all the way
along the Wharfe right up to Beckermonds and Oughtershaw (where they were seen regularly). Reports
are less common in the Washburn but a local ringer reported last year that it breeds near Leathley Mill and
that he suspects it may also breed below Thruscross – and this year all the Washburn records were between
Blubberhouses and Thruscross Dam! A feature of the sightings this year was the number from along small
becks, sometimes well away from the river. These included Bow Beck in Middleton, Marchup Beck in
Addingham, Kex Beck on Beamsley Moor, Posforth Beck in Strid Woods, Hebden Beck, Hag Dike Gill
and Cam Gill above Kettlewell and Cray Beck. Some of these were before the rain set in; others may well
have been of birds displaced by the raging torrent. I thought this was the case when I saw pair on 8 th July
at Hag Dike, where the stream was more a bed of stones and there was the unusual sight of a bird perched
th
on the adjacent scree: later I found someone else had seen a pair there on 7
May. There was some
evidence that birds may have been moving up these becks to escape the flood waters since I saw none in a
5 mile walk along the river only a few days after my sighting in Dowber Gill. There were good numbers
of birds seen along the river with 6 between Howgill and Barden Bridge (11 th March) and an estimated 4
pairs between Barden and Bolton bridges. I did my last BTO WBS walk between Barden Bridge and
Burnsall this summer (because the survey is being discontinued) and estimated that there were 5 dipper
territories over the 5 mile walk. I took over a walk done by Geoff Todd between 1987 and 1991 where he
recorded between 4 and 7 territories over the 4 years – it is reassuring to find not a lot has changed over the
past 20 years and how many species can you say that about? There were numerous records of breeding
with juveniles seen between 22 nd April and 1 st September, many from the well-watched Strid Woods
stretch, but breeding was also recorded from Otley paper mill, Menston, Appletreewick and
th
Yockenthwaite. Finally, there were several records of singing birds from 11
October (below the new
bridge in Ilkley) (MHA, SB, RB, ABo*, BOG, KB, C&FC, EC*, LGD, J&JD, H&JF, JF, SG, GSH,
N&PH, GH, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, JP, PBR, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, GT, JTo, NV, TV*).
WREN (Troglodytes troglodytes) (C)
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
The numbers of this species appear to have been static in England over the period 1994 to 2006. It remains
one of the commonest and most widespread species throughout the area; good numbers can be expected to
turn up anywhere, either in the valleys or up on the moors. High counts in April and May this year
included circuits of Fewston (11), Otley (11), Strid Wood (20), Hebden Beck (17), Grimwith (21) and
Grass Wood (10). There were records of juveniles between 28th May and 30 th July from a large number of
sites: Thruscross, Timble Ings, Norwood Bottom, Knotford Nook, Otley, Denton, Middleton, Addingham,
Chelker, Strid Wood and Buckden (SB, RB, D&AB, BOG, DB, C&FC, EC*, H&JF, JF, HG, MH, K&AH,
GL*, K&PL, SP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, NV, TV*).
DUNNOCK (Prunella modularis) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
There has been a significant increase in population (18%) in England, whilst in the local area it is a
widespread and successful resident throughout the region, and a common garden species. Reasonable
counts were recorded in a variety of habitats: the highest circuit counts were 12 at Gallows Hill Nature
Reserve and Allotments on 14 th March and 6 at Otley on 11 th March: they were also reported to be
numerous at Sun Lane. Juveniles were recorded between 24 th April and 21 stJuly with breeding recorded
Otley, Menston, Ilkley, Addingham and Threshfield (SB, RB, D&AB, N&AB, BOG, DB, EC*, H&JF, JF,
GSH, GH, GL*, K&PL, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, TV*).
ROBIN (Erithacus rubecula) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/increasing.
A familiar and much-loved resident in good numbers throughout the area – and doing well in England with
a 23% increase since 1994. It seems to be doing well with juveniles recorded between 2nd May and 1stJuly
(RB, D&AB, N&AB, BOG, KB, C&FC, EC*, H&JF, JF, GH, GL*, K&PL, SP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS,
NV, TV*).
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COMMON REDSTART (Phoenicurus phoenicurus)
085 Sightings/25 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing.
This is a species which is doing rather well in the UK with the population up by 30% since 1994 (with an
impressive 59% increase in England). In our area there were mixed messages this year, especially
compared with last year’s excellent season. The strongholds for this species are in the Washburn (where
they were reported to be ‘good numbers again’), the area above Grassington and in its woods (where
‘numbers were reported to be well up this year’) and Langstrothdale. However, the number of sites from
which the species were reported was 30% down on last year. Highest counts were from Grass Wood with
10 singing males on 5 th May and ‘plentiful’ numbers in Bastow Wood on 2 nd May. There were at least 6
between Lindley Wood and Folly Hall on 25 th May. Strid Wood is the site which always attracts the
greatest number of (non – local) people looking for this species; it managed a rather good (for the site) 4
singing males this year on 26 th April. My life in looking at the situation in Langstrothdale is usually much
eased by a regular contributor who likes to do the magnificent ‘Postman’s Walk’ early in June each year
but this year he was only able to do it later in the season and in poor conditions and his sightings were well
down on his figure for 2006 (12). Individual sightings (of at least 10 birds at sites across the area) suggest
the species continues to do well there. Breeding was reported from across the area from Timble Ings, Low
Snowden, Strid Wood, Hebden Beck (with the highest number of 3 juveniles seen), Conistone, Starbotton
and Buckden. However, the local ringer reported a very poor breeding year in Norwood Bottom with at
least 2 pairs around boxes – which they didn’t use (ABo*, BOG, KB, C&FC, EC*, CJC, JF, SG, N&PH,
GLe, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, SP, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, UWFS*, NV, TV*)!
WHINCHAT (Saxicola rubetra)
019 Sightings/07 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably in shallow decline.
Both this species and its close cousin, the stonechat struggled in the decades after the last war because of
habitat loss and/or cold winters. However, the succession of warm winters of recent times has swung the
balance massively in favour of the stonechat. The whinchat is a long-range migrant wintering in subSaharan Africa: 80 – 90% of stonechat migrate south in the winter (but only as far as the Mediterranean
basin) with the remainder staying close to their breeding area. The more hazardous journey of the longrange migrant is reflected in the UK population statistics with the whinchat declining by 22% since 1994
whilst the stonechat has increased by 177%. In our area the stonechat is now not only more widespread
but almost common on the moors, being recorded usually at between 28 - 33 sites, compared with 6-8 sites
for the whinchat. The whinchat is now becoming a difficult bird to see in our area, only being recorded in
small numbers on the moors of mid-Wharfedale and up as far as Grimwith and is hanging on in the
Washburn. The situation overseas is no better with reducing numbers in all northern European countries –
even in Finland, where a large population still exists. The statistics of sightings are undoubtedly worst than
they appear because 50% of records were from two sites, Barden Moor and Grimwith. There were two and
possibly three records of breeding. Two pairs with 2 and 3 juveniles were seen on Barden Moor on 5 th
July, whilst there was an adult with a single juvenile at Grimwith on 22 nd July. Sightings at Kex Ghyll, the
only site left in the Washburn, over a period of week led to some hopeful speculation that they might have
bred there too! Apart from the Barden breeding record there were two other records involving a number of
birds, presumably both of passage birds. There were 4 birds at Windy Nick (on Addingham Moorside) on
23rd August and at least 7 at Draughton Heights on 8 th September (ABo*, BOG, GSH, GLe, GL*, DO&JF,
PD&JBP, DLR, JTo, TV*).
COMMON STONECHAT (Saxicola torquata)
106 Sightings/33 Sites
Part resident/scarce breeder/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
This species is doing well in our area with BOG reporting in their September monthly report that they are
now becoming a relatively common moorland bird and that September was good month for family parties
with 30 records of 110 birds during that month. The majority of records received were from the moors in
mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn: sightings are distributed across the moors of Upper Wharfedale but it
is probably slightly scarcer there. The highest counts were from Barden Moor where five pairs were
counted between the two reservoirs on 20 th April. There were good numbers of breeding records with
juveniles recorded between 18 th May and a late 4 th November (from Lea Green). Breeding records were
received from Kex Ghyll, Fewston, Timble Ings, Snowden Moor, Ilkley Moor, Hawksworth Moor,
Draughton, Barden Moor, Grimwith, Lea Green, Hawkswick Moor, Cam Gill Beck and East Scale Lodge
(Caseker Scar) (MVB, BOG, C&FC, DB, CJC, JF, GF&AP, SG, RHa*, D&ML, GLe, GL*, K&PL,
O&DM, DO&JF, PD&JBP, JP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*, J&SW).
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WHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe)
087 Sightings/36 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable.
This is a species that appears to be suffering in England: the BTO population statistics for the period since
1994 showed an overall growth of 13% in the UK but a 22% reduction in England.
Sightings were
received from the moors of Mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn and from Upper Wharfedale, with the
preponderance of records from the north – and certainly with the higher counts from there where they were
particularly well recorded around Grassington and in Hebden Beck. The season got off to a slow start with
reports of only 1 along Hebden Beck on 27 th March: in the Washburn, one observer saw only 1 or 2 in
several walks during April and May, suggesting low numbers on passage this year. It wasn’t until the 11 th
April that a Grassington count reached double figures (13) on a circular walk between Yarnbury and
Bycliffe Road. Counts certainly seemed down on last year and in Mid Wharfedale the maximum count
was only 7 on Burley Moor on 24 th April. Records of juveniles were received between 5 th June and 10 th
August, with all but one of these from the north – from Barden Moor, Hebden Beck, Yarnbury, Conistone
Moor, Mastiles Lane and Hag Dyke (DA, RB, ABo*, BOG, DB, KB, C&FC, EC*, JF, GF&AP, SG,
K&AH, GSH, N&PH, D&ML, GLe, GL*, DO&JF, PD&JBP, JP, PBR, DLR, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*).
RING OUZEL (Turdus torquatus)
022 Sightings/12 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population declining.
The prospects for this species continues to deteriorate, and although there have been records from 12 sites
this year (up from 9 last year) this definitely gives an all-together too glowing picture. Nationally, the
occurrence of this species is too restricted for the BTO to produce meaningful statistics. There were no
sightings from regular spots in the Washburn and all of the 7 sightings from mid-Wharfedale could well
have been early passage birds (on or before 24 th April) or late (on or after 28 th September): the most
memorable sighting was of 11 birds on Nab End (Addingham Moorside) on spring passage. Sadly, the
situation is rapidly becoming almost as bad in the north. There was an extended presence at one of the
traditional sites between 27 th March and 30 th May (with 35% of all sightings this year from there) – but
then nothing! The majority of sightings were of single birds, often identified as males, but a number of
members toiled up and saw nothing. There were only two multiple sightings from that area – of 4 on the
21st April and 2 on the 29 th. There were signs of territorial behaviour on the earliest date when a male shot
out and chased off a blackbird perched on a post – and several records of singing birds. There were also
single sightings of single birds at four other sites, with birds calling or singing on all but the first date. The
dates of these sightings were 7 th and 18th April, and 7 th and 21 stMay. The observer on the early May date
watched a male singing for ½ hour with no sign of any response from any other bird, either male or female.
They speculated that this might be the only one in the area and that he could well move on unless a female
arrived in the next few days. There was a late northern record of a passage bird on 5 th October. Let us
hope that is not a foretaste of what happened on Rombalds Moor where the species, after breeding there in
2002, left early in 2003 after a very wet April never to return. Not unexpectedly, there were no records of
breeding (compared with two last year) (DA, MVB, RB, ABo*, BOG, SG, BH**, GLe, GL*, JP).
BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
It remains a common and widespread breeding bird across the whole area; it is present throughout the year,
with winter numbers being enhanced by the influx of continental migrants. It is a species which is very
much more evident at some times of year than others, as can be seen for the maximum totals for Otley
(where it was recorded on every visit except those in August and September where it was only seen on
50% occasions) and a member’s garden:
Jan Feb Mar Apr May
June July
Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Otley
16 11 10 13 8 12 6 1 5 20+ 11 16
Local garden
8 7 4 4 3 4 3 3 1 2 3 10
Large counts can be made in most parts of the area at the right time of the year – in March there were 16 at
Gallows Hill. In the middle of the year, in early June, there were 14 and 15 on circuits of Middleton
Woods and Strid Wood respectively: in November 19 and 40 on circuits of Fewston and Sun Lane
respectively. In Littondale in late November and into December the birds were clustered in the villages: I
counted 13 in Foxup, 12 in Hawkswick and 6 at Arncliffe Cote on BTO Atlas walks. There were
widespread reports of breeding with young seen between 22 nd April and 5 th August (SB, RB, D&AB,
N&AB, BOG, KB, C&FC, EC*, CJC, JF, HG, GH, GL*, K&PL, SP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, NV,
TV*).
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FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris)
110 Sightings/48 Sites
Common winter/passage visitor.
The species is well reported throughout the region, although most of the larger flocks are in the south.
There were frequent reports of flocks at the start of the year but not in very large numbers. In January
there were 150 at Burley on the 12 th, 150+ at Barden View Point on 14 th (and 25th), 100+ on Denton Moor
on 21stwith a good count of 70+ at Threshfield in the north on the 7 .th Good counts in February and March
were typically 50-100, and there was a record of the last large flock of 150 over Addingham on 9 th April.
Records from members in Oughtershaw, which produced a number of interesting sightings during the year,
recorded the last of the spring on 1 st May, well after most of the activity had died down in the south
(generally by 9 th April). In the autumn, stiff northerly winds brought an early influx of winter thrushes
and finches with better numbers than last year. Locally (in the southern part of the BOG area), the first
records were of a fieldfare (and 3 redwing) on 22 nd September. This was a foretaste to large numbers of
redwing arriving on the 27 th. Large numbers (10,000) of fieldfare were recorded in the BOG area during
October with a peak of 3,000 over Thornton Moor on the 19 .th The first records in the WNS area were of
50 at Hebden Beck on 29 th September. Later, there were large movements heading west over Timble with
1,000 flying west in 9 groups on 18 th October and 250-300 two days later; there were 500 at March Ghyll
Reservoir on the 14 th (a traditional spot for this species at this time of year), with 250 near Grassington
Bridge on the 29 th. Sightings followed the usual pattern with the good numbers seen in October reducing
thereafter for the remainder of the calendar year (before birds reappear in the New Year); during this
period flock sizes were more typically between 20 and 60 right across the region with peak counts of 120
at Denton on 19 th December and ~100 at Yarnbury on the 30 th (SB, MVB, RB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, KB,
C&FC, EC*, CJC, JF, SG, D&ML, GL*, K&PL, O&DM, SP, PD&JBP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, JTo, TV*).

SONG THRUSH (Turdus philomelos)
094 Sightings/40Sites
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population still
apparently increasing.
The latest BTO figures show that the recovery of the Song
Thrush is continuing, with a 17% increase in numbers in the
UK since 1994. The Song Thrush underwent a dramatic
decline from the early 1970s which levelled off in the 90s. This
decline was driven by the falling survival rates of juveniles in
their first year of life, caused by agricultural intensification, the
drainage of damp ground and the depletion of woodland shrub
layers through canopy closure and deer browsing. This year there were sightings throughout the region
with regular garden reports. Most sightings were of 1 or 2 birds, although there was a record of 10+
returning birds in Grassington village on 14 th October (at what was described as a normal date) and similar
numbers doing a good job of drowning out pied flycatcher and wood warbler songs in Strid Wood in early
May. There were 5 singing on a circuit of Grimwith on 6th June and 4 at Otley’s Riverside Park (June) and
at Threshfield (Nov). There were several reports of young between early June and mid-August (RB,
D&AB, C&FC, EC*, J&JD, JF, GSH, N&PH, D&RH, GL*, JL*, K&PL, O&DM, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR,
DLR, PRo, E&PS, TV*).
REDWING (Turdus iliacus)
086 Sightings/39 Sites
Common winter/passage visitor.
This species was recorded throughout the region, but perhaps, unlike the fieldfare, with proportionately
fewer sightings in the north. There were reasonable numbers of redwing at the start of the year with 100 at
Knotford Nook, 150 at Burley and 200 at Fewston during January. In February, after 45 at Conistone on
the 6 th, there were several counts of 100-200 in the Denton, Burley and Otley area before numbers mostly
dropped away in March with a peak count of 70 at Knotford on the 14 . th Most birds had departed by 25 th
March, well ahead of the last fieldfares, but there was a last record of a rather dazed looking bird at
Middleton on 9 th April. In the autumn, after the 3 birds seen on 22 nd September (see under ‘fieldfares’),
th
3,850 were counted over a 4 hour period, again just south of our region, on the 27
with another 3,000
th
during October. The first WNS records were of 10 on Barden Fell on the 28 . However autumn flock
sizes were quite small – apart from 70 in the Ben Rhydding area around the 14-15 th October and 150 at
Askwith on 18 th, most sightings were of numbers in the range 1-20 for the rest of the year (SB, MVB, RB,
ABo*, N&AB, BOG, KB, C&FC, CJC, LGD, JF, N&PH, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR,
JR*, DLR, PRo, KR, E&PS, B&PS, JTo, TV*).
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MISTLE THRUSH (Turdus viscivorus)
082 Sightings/45 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing.
The species is widespread throughout the region and prospering. It is easily observed virtually throughout
the year, although does become rather more elusive when moulting in summer. It is usually recorded in
th
ones and twos with large post-breeding flocks of 17 reported from Yarnbury on 6
August – in early
rd
September there were 50+ at Barden View point on the 3 , 18 at Draughton Heights on the 8 th and 12 at
Otley on the 14 .th There were several reports of juveniles between 6 th May and 7 th July (SB, RB, BOG,
EC*, CJC, JF, GF&AP, GF&AP, GSH, N&PH, D&ML, GL*, K&PL, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS, JTo, NV,
TV*).
GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locuctella naevia)
006 Sightings/04 Sites
Rare visitor.
One of the highlights of this rather depressing season was an impressive increase in the number of sites
where this bird was recorded – up from 2 sites in 2006 to 4 sites this year. There were early sightings from
Langbar (Low Moor) on 15 th April, Whetstone Gate between 3 rd and 5 th May and Grimwith between 12 th
and 16th May (where the species was also recorded last year). There was a later record of one reeling by a
garden pond in Beamsley on 15 th August. The WNS records closely match national trends which suggest
numbers increased markedly during the 60s, peaked in 1970 and declined substantially thereafter with
numbers too small to monitor by the mid-1980s. In the WNS area the species was first reported in 1961
and subsequently in every year between 1967 and 1976 (with a record of breeding in 1970), but with their
presence dropping off markedly after 1973. This was only the fifth year of sightings since 1976:
historically, 60% of sightings have been in May and only 5% in August. There has always been a lot of
uncertainty about where this species winters. An expedition to the Senegal led to the recovery of only the
second bird of this species in 95 years of ringing: the other recovery was also in Senegal, in 1993 (BOG,
GF&AP, TV*).
SEDGE WARBLER (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus)
023 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant: population stable, possibly increasing.
The species is well established in the region – albeit in a small way. Its stronghold remains Otley but it is
also now recorded each year at Fewston and Grimwith (at least since 2003), and then at two or three other
sites each year. New sites added this year were Oughtershaw, with a remarkably early passage bird seen
firstly on 13 th April and then about a week later, and at Ben Rhydding gravel pits on 7 th May. Numbers of
birds and breeding records remain encouraging. There were records of 3 singing males at Otley, 2 pairs at
st
Grimwith and 2 birds at Fewston, whilst there was a remarkable record of 7 singing at Chelker (on 1
June), where they are occasionally recorded. Breeding records were received from Fewston and Otley:
st
there were sightings of 3 young being fed at Fewston on 27thJune and of 5 or 6 young at Otley on 21 July.
Once again there were no sightings from Grimwith confirming breeding (MVB, BOG, C&FC, JF, SG,
N&PH, GL*, DO&JF, PD&JBP, PP, PBR, DLR, E&PS, JTo, TV*).
REED WARBLER (Acrocephalus scirpaceus)
015 Sightings/01 Sites
Passage visitor/Scarce breeding migrant.
The species is now a regular visitor to a single site in our area, namely Otley, so that it is easy to forget that
it was a rarity until 2002, when it made the first of its annual visits. Then there was a fleeting glimpse, to
be followed the following year by the first record of breeding. Prior to 2002 this species had only been
recorded very irregularly (six times after it was first seen in 1963 34) up until it started its regular visits. The
maximum count of singing males, 4, was the same as last year. The only evidence of breeding was a bird
carrying food on 28th August (BOG, SG, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS).
LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia curruca)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population fluctuates but currently in decline.
The species has been recorded in the area each year for many years but is now in serious decline. Apart
from a particularly good year in 2004 when the bird was recorded at 5 sites, the more usual number of sites
is only 2 or 3. One of these is always at Quarry Hill above Lindley Wood on 2 nd May. The only record
was at Ben Rhydding gravel pits on the 20th of the month (PBR, JTo).
COMMON WHITETHROAT (Sylvia communis)
017 Sightings/11 Sites
Scarce breeding migrant/passage visitor: population probably stable.
34

By comparison, the sedge warbler was first recorded in 1949 and has been seen virtually every year since then, i.e. in 51 years.
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It proved a remarkably good year after last year’s dismal records. It was recorded at 11 sites – easily the
highest since I started recording this information in 2003 compared with a typical 7 (and only 4 last year).
The main concentration is between Otley and Knotford Nook with Gallows Hill the most reliable place to
see this species in our area. Otherwise early (April and May) single sightings were well dispersed from
Arthington, Dob Park Bridge to Barden Moor: late sightings (in August and September) were from
Addingham and Addingham Moorside. The only sighting from the north of the region was from Grimwith
in mid-June. At least 4 birds were recorded at Gallows Hill on 19 th July, with birds seen carrying food
there on 5 th July and at Otley paper mill sometime during the summer (BOG, GF&AP, GLe, K&PL, DLR,
PRo, E&PS, JTo).
GARDEN WARBLER (Sylvia borin)
046 Sightings/20 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable.
Most average birders struggle to differentiate between the songs of this species and the blackcap but there
are other quite significant differences between them and it is of interest to compare the situation for these
two species – as we did for the stonechat and whinchat. The garden warbler is a long-range migrant
wintering in sub-Saharan Africa whilst the blackcap is a medium-range migrant, wintering around the
Mediterranean basin. The more hazardous journey of the long-range migrant is reflected in the UK
population statistics with the garden warbler declining by 11% since 1994 whilst the blackcap has
increased by 67%. In our area the blackcap is more widespread, being recorded usually at between 38 – 40
sites, roughly twice the number of 18 – 20 sites for the garden warbler. The garden warbler is found fairly
generally across Mid Wharfedale and around Grassington in Upper Wharfedale. The species is not usually
recorded in large numbers but several high figures were recorded, generally in the south. There were 8
st
th
over a short stretch on Park Plantation (Strid Woods) on 1
May, 5 at Fewston (11 ) and
4 at Ben
th
th
Rhydding gravel pits (7 )thand Gallows Hill (14 ); the
highest count in Grass Wood was 3 on the 17 .
There were records of breeding from Gallows Hill, Otley, Otley paper mill, Sun Lane, Ben Rhydding
gravel pits, Addingham, Strid Woods and Bastow Wood with the nest site in Gallows Hill being reported at
an unusually high 6 feet up in a large patch of bramble (MVB, RB, BOG, CJC, JF, GF&AP, SG, N&PH,
DO&JF, GL*, E&PS, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, GT, UWFS*, TV*).
BLACKCAP (Sylvia atricapilla)
110 Sightings/38 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor/winter visitor: population increasing.
The species is distributed throughout much of the region, although this year there were proportionately
significantly more records from right across Mid Wharfedale and, whilst there were good numbers of
sightings in the Grassington and Grass Wood area, there was only a single record Langstrothdale and none
from Littondale and Grimwith. It is probably easiest to see in the mid-Washburn and there were counts of
7 between Lindley Wood and Dob Park (18 thApril) and 10 around Farnley Lake (8 males and 2 females on
the 26th). Gallows Hill, Otley remains a top spot for warblers (and especially for the common whitethroat)
with 7 on 11 th June. There were counts of 5 (usually of singing males) from Middleton Woods, Strid
Woods and Grass Wood. Most of the records of breeding were of adults carrying food (between 13th May
and 17 th July), with the only records of youngsters being Fewston Reservoir, Strid Woods and, sadly, a
juvenile killed in an Addingham garden when it flew into a window. The recent BTO survey on wintering
warblers concluded that the proportion of blackcaps in gardens is higher in winter than in summer. Also,
that winter records have increased northwards to ~30% of squares c.f. 22% in early 80's.
The first
conclusion certainly applies in our area since there were only two summer garden records (in Ilkley and
Addingham). As far as wintering birds is concerned, the start of the year was a good one for blackcaps
visiting member’s gardens. The BTO defined the winter months as between December and February. On
this basis there were records from Burley (2 gardens), Menston (2 gardens) and Ilkley (1 garden) involving
7 birds – beating the previous highest recent total of 5 at the start of 2005.
At the end of the year
(December) there were a male and female in a Menston garden (SB, RB, ABo*, BOG, DB, OB, KB, JMC,
EC*, CJC,

LGD, JF, GSH, N&PH, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, SP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, UWFS*, TV*).

WOOD WARBLER (Phylloscopus sibilatrix)
035 Sightings/04 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant: population declining at an accelerating rate in recent years.
Although the number of locations where this species is recorded has settled down at 4 (after a peak of 9 in
2004) there were some grounds for guarded optimism this year because of the numbers of birds seen. The
main site remains Strid Woods where 5 singing males were recorded on 26 th April and 1 stMay, up from 3
for the last 2 years. The other reliable site in the south remains Hebers Ghyll where 3 were recorded on
30th May although, sadly, there were no records from the Dob Park region which had always been a
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reliable spot to see this species in the Washburn in the past. In Upper Wharfedale there was also welcome
news with sightings in Grass Wood throughout May and with 4 singing males in early June and birds
recorded at 5 sites within the wood: this follows a brief return last year after some year’s gap. A single
bird was also heard singing in the nearby Netherside Hall several times during the second half of the
month. There was a rare breeding record with a bird seen carrying food on 4 th July in Strid Wood BOG,
EC*, JF, GF&AP, HG, SG, N&PH, D&ML, GL*, DO&JF, DLR, E&PS, GT, JTo, UWFS*, TV*).
CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus collybita)
125 Sightings/34 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
This species and the willow warbler are another pair which it is worth looking at together. The chiffchaff
winters over a wide range of latitudes along the migration path through southern Europe and northern
Africa to south of the Sahara. The willow warbler is a long-range migrant wintering in sub-Saharan Arica.
The population of the former has increased in the UK by 8% since 1994: there is a big variation for the
latter between the UK (-7%) and England (-29%). Both are recorded at around 30+ sites (with the
occasional larger number). The chiffchaff appears to be doing very well in the area. Reports were
received from suitable sites (on lower ground) throughout the Washburn and mid-Wharfedale. Records
from Upper Wharfedale are less common and mostly based around Grass Wood with 2 sightings from
Grimwith. The first record was on 13 th March with records from across the region from the 24 . thThe
species is common and most evident in the Washburn with 12 reported between Lindley Wood and Folly
Hall Wood on the 18thApril (and with the majority south of Dob Park Bridge), and 7 in Timble on 3 rd June.
The highest record in the north was 5 from Grimwith on 25 th May and 4 in Grass Wood on the 26 .th The
only record of breeding was of birds seen carrying food at Otley paper mill. BTO defines winter as
between December and February and there were no records of wintering birds over that period (SB, RB,
BOG, DB, KB, CJC, JF, SG, N&PH, GL*, K&PL, O&DM, DO&JF, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo,
E&PS, GT, JTo, UWFS*, NV, TV*, J&SW).
WILLOW WARBLER (Phylloscopus trochilus)
96 Sightings/38 Sites
Common breeding migrant/passage visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
This species is recorded more often in the south than the north, although the greatest number was, again, on
a circuit of Grimwith. However, it is more widespread in the north than the chiffchaff and was recorded in
most areas, although only once in Littondale. Unlike other warblers it seems quite happy to spread up onto
the moors. Sightings and sites where the species was recorded were both significantly down on last year.
st
The highest counts were 35 at Grimwith (31 May)
with other high counts including Bastow/Grass Wood
th
th
(13 on 14 April), Ben Rhydding gravel pits (20 on 18 ),
Barden Moor (20 on 27 th on a three mile walk),
th
rd
Timble Ings (23 on 28 with 31 on 3
June). As with the chiffchaff, records of breeding are few and far
between: birds were seen carrying food at Otley paper mill, a pair was feeding juveniles at Sun lane on 4 th
June and there were 5 fledgings out of their nest at Fewston on the 20 th (SB, N&AB, BOG, KB, C&FC,
EC*, CJC, JF, GF&AP, HG, SG, AJ, GLe, GL*, O&DM, DO&JF, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT,
JTo, UWFS*, NV, TV*).
GOLDCREST (Regulus regulus)
075 Sightings/38 Sites
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
Although resident, local movement does occur particularly in prolonged cold weather: this is another bird
that has benefited from the absence of harsh winters. The species is unobtrusive, and generally located by
its unique high-pitched call and is thus elusive and undoubtedly under-recorded. However, it appears to be
present, and doing well (as it is doing nationally), throughout the recording area at suitable sites,
particularly around stands of conifers. High counts this year included 15 on Draughton Heights on 15 th
March and 44 ringed at Kex Ghyll on 30 th September (RB, BOG, KB, C&FC, EC*, H&JF, JF, GL*,
K&PL, SP, JP, PP, DLR, E&PS, JTo).
SPOTTED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa striata)
072 Sightings/34 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population decreasing at accelerating rate but with a good
presence in the north of the region.
This species has been in long term decline both nationally and locally: the population has decreased by
40% in England since 1994 and the situation is causing some concern. This is a species where there is
quite a lot of variability from year to year in the number of sites in the area where the species is recorded:
by this criterion it was a poor year locally with records from only 27 sites, compared with 43 last year and
31 in 2005. This fits in with a couple of general observations – one regular birder felt numbers were a bit
thin this year; another remembered numbers (5) between Lindley Wood and Dob Park Bridge were
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particularly good last year but only 2 were seen this year. This is another species which is much better
represented throughout Upper Wharfedale than in Mid Wharfedale, with good numbers of records from the
Grassington area. In Mid Wharfedale it was well recorded in the Washburn and, to a lesser extent from
Strid Wood. There were a good number of breeding records between 25 th June and 24 th August from
Timble, Dob Park Bridge, Low Snowden, Gallows Hill, Otley, Hebden and Hebden Beck, Yarnbury,
Lower Grass Wood, Kilnsey and Cam Gill Beck (RB, ABo*, BOG, OB, KB, C&FC, EC*, CJC, JF,
GF&AP, SG, K&AH, GSH, N&PH, DO&JF, GL*, K&PL, JP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*).
PIED FLYCATCHER (Ficedula hypoleuca)
062 Sightings/16 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant/passage visitor: population possibly declining.
Early in May each year, Strid Wood fills up with bird watchers looking for pied flycatchers, wood warblers
and, with a somewhat lower chance of success, for redstarts. This is reflected in the records received for
this species with 45% from that single site. The species continues to struggle with a 44% reduction in the
UK since 1994. In our area it is now generally restricted to a few selected breeding sites. Apart from Strid
Wood there is the mid-Washburn (especially Folly Hall Wood, Low Snowden and down to Dob Park
Wood) in the south, and the Grass Wood area in the north. These 3 areas together account for 85% of all
the sightings received. Numbers in these sites were close to or rather higher than last year: the highest
counts of singing males were 9 at Strid Wood (c.f. 5 last year), 4 at Grass Wood (c.f. 5 last year) and 5 at
Folly Hall Wood (c.f. 2). The results from nest boxes in the Washburn suggested that, despite the weather,
it had been a reasonable year with nests in 8 boxes producing an excellent 51 young or 6.4/nest. This was
the highest productivity at least since 2003, although the numbers of nesting pairs was down on the 13 in
2003 and the 9 in the subsequent 2 years): one of these boxes was in Middleton Woods. Other records of
young were received from Strid Wood and Grass Wood.
LONG TAILED TIT (Aegithalos caudatus)
108 Sightings/42 Sites
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
The species is thought to be doing well at the moment, a trend no doubt linked to our mild winters. They
were seen throughout mid-Wharfedale and the Washburn: the latter appearing to be something of a
stronghold for them. In the north they were well reported around Grassington, where it was noted that
there were regular sightings of feeding parties in the garden and in Grass Wood but appeared less common
in Littondale and Langstrothdale. They were regular visitors to a number of gardens although not in large
numbers this year (7 c.f. the 20 seen in Menston last year). The largest count this year was 32 at Lindley
Wood on 2 nd January, 30 at Otley on the 18 th and 26 in a mixed flock at Sun Lane on 18 th November
(similar to last year but less than the 2004 maximum of 60+). A significant number of reports of
successful breeding was received (RB, BOG, DB, KB, EC*, JF, GF&AP, C&SG*, HG, SG, GSH, N&PH,
GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, PD&JBP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, GT, JTo, UWFS*, NV, TV*).
MARSH TIT (Parus palustris)
002 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder (?): significant decline in recent.
Although this species is recorded in most years, sightings remain few and far between. The only reliable
area where this species has been regularly observed over many years is Birks Wood 35 below Buckden: one
was seen there during a BTO Atlas walk on 27 th November (with a pair and a single bird seen there on 20 th
April last year). A long-term member of the Wharfedale Nats, Michael Bell, who birded Upper
Wharfedale regularly in the late 1960s and ’70s recorded the species in several sites around Buckden and
often from Birks Wood. The other sighting is especially interesting. In 2005 a bird was seen in a Burley
garden: this year pictures were provided of a bird which had been recorded in an Ilkley garden throughout
much of the year. How many other marsh tits come into our gardens without being noticed? I saw one in a
Litton garden in 2004 and reported it to a surprisingly relaxed garden owner! (JF, J&LS)
WILLOW TIT (Parus montanus)
No sightings this year
Scarce passage visitor/possible breeder (?): dramatic national decline in recent decades mirrored here.
For the first time since 2000 there were no sightings of this species this year, compared with the usual
records from between 1 and 3 sites. Nationally, this species continues to decline at a significantly faster
rate than the marsh tit, i.e. a fall of 61% between 1994 and 2006 compared with a 10% reduction for the
marsh tit.

35

The wood is private but the birds can be observed from the nearby Dales Way.
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COAL TIT (Parus ater)
062 Sightings/33 Sites
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
It appears to be doing well at suitable sites throughout the area and was frequently reported in gardens,
always in ones and twos. It is rarely seen in large numbers, although there appeared to be a significant
number in a tit flock of ~18 on the Chevin in late February and 28 were recorded on a circuit Timble Ings
on 28 th October. There were several reports of breeding between 6 th April when 7 young were ringed in
Howgill Wood and 20 th July when there was a juvenile in a Menston garden (SB, RB, D&AB, BOG, DB,
KB, C&FC, EC*, H&JF, JF, GL*, K&PL, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS, TV*).
GREAT TIT (Parus major) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
Clearly very common, widespread and successful throughout the region, although rarely the most common
small bird (which is usually the blue tit or chaffinch) - it continues to be well reported in member’s
gardens. The first record of nest building was in a Menston garden in early April. This was followed by
numerous records of young between 15 th May (in Grassington) and 20 th June (in Menston). Despite the
endless stories of the effect of the rain on the breeding season, Pete Roe’s nest boxes did sterling service
for local tits. There were a typical 34 boxes occupied in Mid Wharfedale (the Washburn and around
Middleton Woods) which produced slightly fewer eggs than last year but an impressive 236 young or
6.24/nest, which was the highest productivity for at least the last four years (the previous highest was 5.77
in 2004): these figures include one nest with 8 abandoned eggs and another where only 1 young was found
amongst 5 dead (SB, RB, D&AB, N&AB, BOG, DB, KB, C&FC, EC*, H&JF, JF, K&AH, GH, GL*,
K&PL, SP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, NV, TV*).
BLUE TIT (Parus caeruleus) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable.
One of the commonest small birds both in the wild and in gardens, with young birds widely reported in
gardens in the summer. Indicative of their profusion were counts of a flock of 30 close to the river in
Grassington and 28 on a Timble Ings circuit (January), 31 on a circuit of Grass Wood, 23 at Swinsty Moor
Plantation and 26 on a Strid Wood circuit (February) – as well as counts of 20 or so on several early-year
Otley circuits. Collecting materials for nest-building started in the first week in April (Menston) with the
first and last records of young being there on 17 th May and 20th June. Like the great tit the blue tit also had
a successful breeding season, albeit that the numbers of occupied boxes was down (34 c.f. the usual >40).
There was a record productivity of 6.79 young/nest, the highest figure at least for the last 4 years
(compared with the previous highest of 6.53 in 2004). This figure was achieved despite a number of
casualties with 2 nests with 8 and 9 dead young, and two other nests where 7 eggs in each were predated or
deserted. I was interested in the numbers and distribution of blue tits when I did some BTO Atlas walks in
Upper Wharfedale in the last two months of the year when birds had accumulated in the villages and the
countryside was deserted apart from good numbers of corvids and gulls. I counted 17 in Hawkswick and
12 in Cray and Hubberholme, and 11 in Starbotton. The next breeding cycle started early this year with a
pair inspecting a nest box in a Menston garden in the last few days of the year (SB, RB, D&AB, N&AB,
BOG, KB, C&FC, EC*, H&JF, JF, K&AH, GH, GL*, K&PL, SP, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, NV, TV*).
NUTHATCH (Sitta europaea)
090 Sightings/42 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population probably stable.
This is a species which is doing well in the UK and England with an increase of 64% in England since
1994. It also appears to be doing well throughout most of Wharfedale and the Washburn (with records
from typically around 35 to 40 sites). The re-colonisation of Washburn is now well established and the
species is reported to be common there now, whilst they have also been reported to be common in Grass
Wood. It was not seen at Grimwith and has yet to be recorded at Otley (at least since 2003). The vast
majority of sightings are of 1 or 2 birds. The greatest concentration would appear to be in Strid Woods
where 10 were reported between Barden Bridge and the Cavendish on 18 th February and 18 singing on 17 th
April, this time from the aqueduct to the Cavendish. There also seemed to be a good population in
Middleton Woods where 4 were recorded on 21 st February. Most sightings of juveniles were reported in
June, but there was a remarkably late record of 2 juveniles at Threshfield on 1 stOctober. There was a good
number of breeding records from Farnley, Middleton, Nell Bank and Middleton Woods, Addingham, Strid
Wood, Burnsall, Threshfield and Cray. They are frequent visitors to garden feeders with some of these
visitors involving juveniles (RB, D&AB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, DB, KB, CJC, H&JF, JF, MH, GSH,
D&ML, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, JP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*).
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TREECREEPER (Certhia familiaris)
085 Sightings/36 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable/possibly increasing.
The species is rather less obvious than the nuthatch and numbers have not increased nationally to nearly
the same extent (only 9% in England since 1994). Nevertheless, it is widely reported from the south of the
region, where it is present throughout much of the area with a good number of sightings in the Washburn
and Middleton and Strid Wood, although one observer felt they only seemed common in the last named
site. In the north there are regular sightings from Grass Wood but it is less common elsewhere. The
species is rarely reported in large numbers, usually only in ones and twos, although 6 were recorded in
Strid Wood on 26 th April and there were 4 around Farnley Lake on 12 th June. There were fewer sightings
th
of juveniles than for nuthatches but they were recorded between 30
May and 4 th July from Otley,
Middleton, Hebers Ghyll and Strid Wood. One seen in a Burley garden was reported to be the first garden
sighting for 2 years (RB, ABo*, BOG, DB, KB, LGD, NF, JF, GSH, D&RH, D&ML, LL, GL*, K&PL,
DO&JF, SP, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, E&PS, JTo, NV, TV*).
GREAT GREY SHRIKE (Lanius excubitor)
007 Sightings/01 Site
(Increasingly) rare passage migrant.
A single bird was present at Otley between 9 th and 13 th October and was
seen by a number of observers (with the greater coverage of the site over
that period producing sightings of several other less common visitors).
Most of the sightings were from the boating lake and the island there, but
it was also seen in the track leading down to the reed beds. On several
occasions it was observed feeding on bees and once it caught a vole on
the island, which it impaled on a stick before tucking in. The date it
arrived was 5 days earlier than the previous earliest date for autumn
passage birds in Wharfedale (in 1973). The fact that this species has now
been recorded in 21 years hides a quite dramatic reduction in the
frequency of occurrence, with sightings in only 4 years since 1975 (1981,
1993, 2002 and, now, 2007). Local sightings have been almost twice as
common during spring passage as autumn passage. There have also been a few records during winter
months (December through February) which might suggest that birds may have spent up to 7 winters in the
area between 1950/51 and 1980/81. Loss of suitable habitat on breeding and wintering grounds and the
intensification in agriculture has resulted in marked reduction in populations over northwest and central
Europe since the 1960s, a trend that continues. In the early 1980s the British wintering population was
thought to exceed 150. A more detailed study between 1986 and 1992 suggested a British population of 40
migrants in autumn, 15 in spring but only 75 in winter. It has also been suggested that trends in European
population may be reflected in annual reports in England with numbers continuing to decline throughout
the 1990s – except for an unusually large influx in October 1998. The majority of wintering British birds
are found in England, with the most favoured areas in the south and southeast (and Northumberland)
(N&AB, BOG, PP).
JAY (Garrulus glandarius)
099 Sightings/31 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable.
They are widespread and successful throughout the south of the region, but much rarer in Upper
Wharfedale, possibly linked to the generally sparser woodland cover. The main presence in the north was
around Grass Wood; there were also records from Howgill and Burnsall. In Grass Wood there was a single
st
record of a single bird on 31 January
but a more continuous presence in the autumn between 3 rd October
th
st
and 12 November: many of these sightings were of 1 or 2 birds but 3 were noted 21 October
and there
th
were 2 and possibly 3 on 11 November. In the south many of the sightings were of single birds but there
was a record of groups of 6 birds in an Addingham garden in late July and at Middleton in October (and 5
at Swinsty in the same month). They are coming increasingly into gardens, and both breeding records
received were in or close to member’s gardens.
However, the highlight of the year for this species was a very rare sighting (AnB) of a ‘Spring Gathering’
of jays just outside our area (by 2 ¼ miles - at Suntergill (SD950567)). It was the 28th March, a still, spring
day with not much wind. The observer was attracted to the event by the noise and watched it whilst it
lasted – perhaps for about 45 minutes. She describes the jays as flocking in a conifer wood, that they were
very lively and doing short flights from tree to tree. Occasionally they would fly out a short distance (of 10
yards or so) from the trees before flying back. The noise was described as never-ending – rather like a
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large flock of starlings. Numbers were difficult to count but she estimated that there were 50+ birds. The
event is discussed in Birds of the Western Palaearctic. It was not observed until 1939 and the description
included was based on two sightings by Goodwin in the ’50s and ’80s. They were described as lasting up
to 20-30 min and not occurring at any set time or place, though most records are on fine mornings from
late February until late April or early May. However, later events are also possible from mid-May to early
June if one or more nests in an area have recently failed. There are frequent short lulls in the activity and
although some birds are apparently passive spectators, the main impression is of intense excitement and
noise; participants, often including several apparent pairs, may be spread over several trees and continually
change position over wide area, one bird taking flight, the rest following. The display by perched birds is
accompanied by a great diversity of vocalizations. The event is hard to interpret but it has been suggested
as been intended to bring together unpaired birds (SB, RB, D&AB, BOG, DB, KB, EC*, LGD, JF, D&RH,
GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, JPi, JP, PP, DLR, JTo, E&PS, B&PS, TV*).
MAGPIE (Pica pica) (C)
Common breeding resident: population stable but increasing in urban environment.
This species is widespread and common throughout the region with, unlike the jay, a reasonable presence
in Upper Wharfedale, where they are described as being common around Grassington. It is a species
which is seen far more than it is reported with so much year to year variability in the records received that
it is impossible to draw any firm conclusions on status or trends. The only consistent observation that can
be made is that in the last 4 years no record has ever been received from the Bolton Abbey Estate area!
The species is frequently seen in gardens with a maximum of 7 in an Ilkley garden (March). The highest
counts were 9 over Addingham golf course (February) and a regular 6-8 birds on circuits of Otley
throughout the year (with a peak of 12 in late October). The only records received of breeding were from a
Menston garden with an adult collecting food in late May and a juvenile seen on 11 th July (D&AB, KB,
C&FC, EC*, H&JF, JF, K&AH, GL*, K&PL, SP, JP, PP, DLR, E&PS, TV*).
JACKDAW (Corvus monedula) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
The BTO reported last year that all corvids were flourishing. Numbers of jackdaws have almost doubled
since the 1960s and are up in England by 40% since 1994. This is put down to breeding performance,
reflecting the fact that it exploits a wide range of foods and is able to exploit a wide range of habitats over
the year. In our area, it is probably the most obvious bird in Wharfedale. Large flocks running into
hundreds, and often mixed with rooks, are everywhere in winter (although few people bother to count flock
sizes). Although the crow is more widespread (because it is more likely to be found on the surrounding
moorlands) it is obviously present in much smaller numbers. It is an attractive bird whose cheerful calls
are especially welcome in winter when there may be very few other birds to be heard. It is also
increasingly inclined to visit gardens (D&AB, N&AB, DB, C&FC, EC*, H&JF, JF, HG, K&AH, GL*,
K&PL, JP, PP, PRo, E&PS, NV, TV*).
ROOK (Corvus frugilegus)
046 Sightings/33 Sites
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: population probably increasing.
Rookeries are common at suitable wooded sites throughout Wharfedale and along the length of Littondale.
They are increasingly inclined to visit gardens, albeit remaining very wary. They tend not to be reported in
large numbers with the highest record submitted being of a flock of 90 on Barden Fell (RB, D&AB,
N&AB, BOG, C&FC, JF, HG, GL*, K&PL, O&DM, JP, PP, E&PS, GT, JTo, TV*).
CARRION CROW (Corvus corone) (C)
Common breeding resident: population increasing.
It remains numerous throughout the area, including the high dales and moors, notwithstanding the
inevitable competition with game rearing interests. Numbers are thought to have increased in recent
decades as culling has somewhat diminished, and this will certainly cause problems for other species, e.g.
lapwing, whose nests and chicks it readily predates. It will also take on quite large birds (with 2 recorded
chasing a red kite over Leathley in March) (SB, D&AB, N&AB, C&FC, JF, HG, K&AH, D&ML, GL*,
K&PL, SP, JP, PP, PBR, E&PS, JTo, NV, TV*, J&SW).
RAVEN (Corvus corax)
060 Sightings/39 Sites
Scarce breeding resident: population increasing.
This is probably the only corvid about which it is possible to start to draw any conclusions from the records
received, since it is the only one where sightings are consistently reported. The BTO reports on a very
significant increase in England of 175% since 1994 (compared with a ‘mere’ 57% for the UK as a whole).
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Locally, there is every reason to suppose that this bird is continuing slowly to make breeding inroads into
our area albeit usually limited to Upper Wharfedale. However, the species undoubtedly continues to suffer
from some culling by game-rearing interests, which must be hindering this expansion. Despite this last
comment most records (75%) in the south come from the well-watched Bolton Abbey Estate: most of the
rest of the southern sightings were from Ilkley Moor with 1 from the rest of mid-Wharfedale and 1 from
the Washburn; otherwise most sightings were from the north up along the valley as far as Oughtershaw and
in Littondale (MVB, BOG, C&FC, EC*, JF, GF&AP, SG, LL, GLe, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, PD&JBP, PRo,
E&PS, JTo, TV*).
STARLING (Sturnus vulgaris) (C)
Common breeding resident/winter visitor: serious national decline but probably stable in area.
Although there has been a 38% reduction in England since 1994 (somewhat greater than the 27% for the
UK overall) local experience suggests a rather healthier situation with more records at more sites than in
recent years (albeit for a much under-reported species). Also, they were reported common in the
Grassington area with more than usual reported to be building nests in Addingham. Winter flocks (which
may include continental migrants) may be found anywhere around the valleys throughout the region and
often run into hundreds. It was certainly a good year for these in the first quarter with the largest flock
being a twisting and compact blob of perhaps 5,000 to 10,000 birds seen over the entrance road to
Grimwith on 17 th February: it flew off NW and eventually came down and perched on wires and trees
alongside Turf Gate house on Hartlington Moor . 36 Other large flocks included 600+ over Denton Moor
(January), ~1,000 each at Stangill Barn in Littondale and Otley (SE 200467) in February, ~750 at Rainscar
Penyghent Fell) in March, and 500+ on valley sides above Conistone in early April. Flocks later in the
year could not match these numbers although there were 300+ over Middleton Moor in July and 500 at
Swinsty in October (SB, RB, D&AB, BOG, DB, EC*, JF, HG, N&PH, D&RH, D&ML, GL*, K&PL,
O&DM, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, TV*).
HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus)
035 Sightings/22 Sites
Locally common breeding resident: population has decreased but probably currently stable.
This species has undoubtedly declined in the area in accordance with the national trend over at least the last
25 years as measured by the BTO .37 The national decline would appear to be particularly marked in rural
areas. (It is believed that reduced brood sizes is a major problem, so the rural decline perhaps reflects the
effects of intensive farming.) However, although there were reasonable records from urban areas there
were quite a few records from the villages in Upper Wharfedale many of which appear to have healthy
populations. Their presence in gardens is very variable with some people reporting regular visits whilst
others never see them, even within the same town (and street) 38 (MHA, SB, RB, D&AB, EC*, JF, K&AH,
N&PH, LL, GL*, K&PL, O&DM, JP, PP, DLR, E&PS, TV*).
TREE SPARROW (Passer montanus)
021 Sightings/06 Sites
Rare breeding resident: local population may be slowly recovering in line with national trends.
It appears to be hanging on as a breeding bird after a significant reduction in numbers in the lower reaches
of the Wharfe valley during the time when there was a precipitous national decline . 39
The story of our
local flock, which bred at Knotford Nook for some years, continues to unfold – but is its end becoming a
little less obscure? I am becoming increasingly optimistic for the species future in our area and there were
a number of encouraging records this year! The last year when the small flock bred at Knotford was 2004;
since then they have dispersed, mainly to the hillside above Otley. The number of sites at which they were
recorded grew from 4 or 5 to 10 in 2005, 7 in 2006 and now, this year, 6. I am beginning to think this may
reflect not that the species is in trouble but that the situation is beginning to settle down. The centre of
activity this year appeared to be focussing on the lower-Washburn, an area they had started to spread into
in the mid-1970s before the great crash. For a number of years there has been a small isolated population
in the Washburn at Bland Hill, which is reported each year. There where 5 on a garden feeder during the
36
37

38

There was a similar record at Grimwith on 9 th March, 2005.

BTO estimate there has been a reduction of 6% in England since 1994 (compared with 14% in the UK overall)
This recorder was delighted to get his first garden record in 6 years.

The tree sparrow suffered the most disastrous decline of all farmland birds with a 90% decline up to the early ’90s. Since then
there has been a remarkable recovery (albeit from a very reduced level). The English population has increased by 26% since 1994 whilst
the overall figure for the UK is 97%.
39
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summer and 10 there in early October: I also received a late record of a pair having raised a brood of 4 at
the nearby Paddock Hill. Timble village, less than 3km to the west, became an important breeding centre
this year. A brood of 5 was ringed on 3rd May, a brood of 6 on 7 th June and a second brood of 3 in a house
martin nest on 13 th July: another nest with 5 eggs was found predated by a squirrel or a rat on 23 rd July.
Farnley, 5km to the south was another major centre of activity. There were reports from a member’s
garden of 3 pairs coming into the feeder over the 2006/7 winter. Pete Roe reported one or two nests in the
area and a further one where 3 young were predated by woodpecker. The Farnley garden had a spectacular
summer with 4 broods each of 4 juveniles being brought into the garden feeders between 24 thMay and 12 th
July and with 12 adults and juveniles on the feeder during the summer. Once again, there was the ongoing mystery, which we have met before, of the young disappearing after only a few weeks. At the end
of the year there are 4 pairs coming into the garden so their presence continues! There was a fourth
Washburn area of activity in nearby Leathley with 6 seen on 12 th February and a pair nest building at the
end of April. The south wasn’t entirely forgotten with a maverick pair choosing to return to Knotford
where there were 3 young were raised in a hay basket. The other area of activity was Burley – there were
two January sightings in Hasley Road, one involving 2 on a garden feeder; later 1 or 2 were seen on a
feeder in Eastfield Lane on 23rd and 29th November (SB, BOG, GF&AP, PD&JBP, PBR, PRo, MV).
CHAFFINCH (Fringilla coelebs) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population stable/possibly increasing.
Widespread throughout the area but little reported: it is common in both urban and rural areas. Observers
rarely reported numbers for this species but those that did recorded good numbers (> 40) during the spring
and summer from across the region, ~50 were recorded in the northern part of Timble Ings in January and
on a couple of times during Grimwith circuits in March. There were 65 on a circuit of Grass Wood early
in April whilst I counted 42 on a BTO walk along the river in early May between Barden Bridge and
Water’s Laithe. Birds were frequent garden visitors, recorded in every month, and with the highest count
being between 10 and 12 in an Addingham garden in the winter months up until mid-April (SB, RB,
D&AB, ABo*, N&AB, BOG, DB, C&FC, EC*, H&JF, JF, HG, K&AH, GL*, K&PL, JP, PP, DLR,
E&PS, NV, TV*).
BRAMBLING (Fringilla montifringilla)
041 Sightings/19 Sites
Scarce passage/winter visitor.
This is a winter, non-breeding migrant from the continent. The extent of its presence is generally
dependent on the beech mast harvest (an important food source for this species). It is more common in
Mid Wharfedale (and especially in the Washburn with 30% of all sightings) rather than in Upper
Wharfedale. In the 2006/7 winter it was reported by the BTO that the size of rowan and beech mast crops
in Central Europe meant bramblings and chaffinches were not being forced west in search of food and that
many consequently never reached the UK. BOG tended to confirm this in their January report commenting
that there were only small numbers of brambling at wide variety of places. In fact there were to be several
reasonable flocks in the first part of the year with 50 on the Chevin and 30+ at Threshfield (January), 100
at Burley and 50 at Swinsty (March) where one of the Swinsty birds was reported as having a white head,
and ~100 at Fewston at the end of the month in what was described as ‘…a noisy flock including some
smart males on beech trees on eastern side of dam wall.’ In the autumn Birdtrack reported on 5 th October
that continuing easterly winds were bringing in the first redwings and brambling and that good numbers
were arriving a week later. The area picked up some of the early birds with the first sighting of the autumn
being a small flock of ~10 at Swinsty on 3 rd October. Thereafter, and apart from 30+ at Grass Wood on
11th November, sightings have been few with numbers only in single figures (MVB, RB, D&AB, BOG,
C&FC, CJC, GF&AP, SG, GL*, JL*, K&PL, DO&JF, PD&JBP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*).

GREENFINCH (Carduelis chloris) (C)
Common breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population increasing.
It is not a popular bird with reporters and is certainly one of the most under-recorded common birds. In
fact records were well down nationally in the BTO garden survey during the first half of the year which, it
has been suggested, may be due to the effects of Trichomoniasis (which is called ‘canker’ when it occurs in
pigeons and doves). Reports of dead or dying birds started to appear in Yorkshire during October 2006: it
appeared particularly to affect greenfinches but also chaffinches and some house sparrows. Infected birds
appeared lethargic, with fluffed-up feathers and severe neck swelling which caused difficulties in
swallowing. The disease is a caused by a virus transmitted through contaminated food and water. The
disease had first been observed in 2005 but it is believed the poor summer weather might have triggered a
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more substantial outbreak (SB, RB, D&AB, N&AB, BOG, C&FC, EC*, JF, HG, K&AH, D&ML, GL*,
K&PL, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, TV*).
GOLDFINCH (Carduelis carduelis)
097 Sightings/44 Sites
Common breeding resident/migrant/passage visitor: population probably increasing.
This is a popular species, which gets well reported from both gardens and rural environments throughout
the region. Flock sizes at the start of the year were small with most garden records being of small numbers
of up to 4 and only one Addingham garden just managing to reach double figures at the start of March.
Numbers improved in the second half of the year: the same Addingham garden reported it was the
th
commonest garden species in the autumn with a peak count of 24 on 20
November, whilst a Burley
garden reported 15 feeding and bathing for several days at the end of September. There were several
reasonable size flocks. In September there were 28 at Swinsty and 40 in fields at Storiths (September) and
several later records of a flock of 20-30 at Sun Lane. However, none of these counts with the peak count
of ~100 in each of the preceding three years. There were several records of breeding with young recorded
between 21 stJune and 11 th September (SB, RB, D&AB, N&AB, DB, C&FC, EC*, CJC, J&JD, MD, NF,
HG, GSH, D&ML, GL*, K&PL, SP, JP, PP, DLR, E&PS, JTo, TV*).
SISKIN (Carduelis spinus)
086 Sightings/28 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: breeding population increasing.
It was an interesting and roller-coaster year for this species in our area. The species is most often seen in
over-wintering flocks prior to a northerly breeding movement, but a few birds now stay through the
summer; sightings were received for every month but were distinctly rarer in the summer (with only 5
sightings in April through to mid-August). As usual, there were proportionately more sightings from midWharfedale than Upper Wharfedale. There was a distinct shortage of this species in the nation’s gardens at
the start of the year due to the warm Continental winter and the plentiful supplies of wild food both here
and on the Continent as was discussed in the Introduction . 40 There were few records at all in the first 6
weeks of the year and these were of few birds; there were two gardens in Ilkley and Addingham which
each recorded up to 4 but on far fewer occasions than usual. The first record of a reasonable number of
birds was of 20 birds at Denton on 17thFebruary and there were only two large counts during the rest of the
th
winter, both in March, with ~200 in the larches at Barden View Point on the 12
and 70 at the nearby
Barden Bridge on the 15 . th Despite the shortage of birds at the beginning of the year there were two
records of breeding with a juvenile on an Addingham garden feeder on 17 th June and two records from
Timble on 22 nd and 24 th August (with a female feeding 2 young on branch end on the earlier date). The
th
autumn looked distinctly more promising with the Yorkshire Post on 10
November reporting large
numbers arriving along the east coast (as well as exceptional numbers on the Western Isles and in Ireland).
It suggested this was due to a bumper crop of spruce seeds which had probably led to 2 broods in 2007
followed by a poor crop this autumn. The last time there was such a large influx (1993) many more than
usual stayed to breed in the following year. Certainly, locally, the number of records of reasonable-sized
th
flocks (of tens of birds) increased significantly starting of with 75 on Barden Moor on 13
September.
There were reported to be good winter numbers in the Washburn with flocks of up to 50 but the largest
flock sizes of the year were of ~100 at Otley and Sun Lane in early December. The highest flock size of
the year in the north was of 20+ at Grimwith on 15 th December, the only northern count of the year in
double figures (DA, C&FC, SB, BOG, EC*, CJC, J&JD, JF, GF&AP, HG, SG, GSH, GL*, K&PL,
DO&JF, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS, JTo, TV*, J&SW).
LINNET (Carduelis cannabina)
029 Sightings/13 Sites
Uncommon breeding migrant: population stable.
This is a summer visitor that mostly migrates south for winter: sightings this year were between 11 thMarch
and 10 th October. The species used to enjoy a stronghold in the area but numbers are now generally low
(usually 5 or below with only 30% of records in double figures) with records from between 10 and 15
locations most years. 75% of the sightings were in three regions: Rombalds Moor (25%), an area from
Kex Ghyll across to Barden Moor and then up to Grimwith and Hebden Beck (40%) and from
The presence of this species in our gardens is now taken for granted so that it is salutary to discover that the first garden record
first, in Guildford, only occurred in the very cold winter of 1963.
40
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Oughtershaw (10%). At the start of the season flocks of 20+ and 15+ were reported from Lindley Wood
and Barden Bridge in mid-March. At the end there was an encouragingly large flock of up to 70+ at Kex
Ghyll recorded several times between 10 th August and 7 th September and a peak count of 15+ at
Oughtershaw in mid-October. There was one breeding record of a party of 6 including youngsters at the
Barden Moor reservoirs on 8 th June (ABo*, BOG, C&FC, CJC, SG, AJ, GL*, DO&JF, PD&JBP, PRo,
E&PS, JTo).
TWITE (Carduelis flavirostris)
003 Sightings/02 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage migrant: population declining.
This species is red-listed because of the historic population decline in the UK between 1800 and 1995.
The species is now scarce in our area, although small numbers remain in its South Pennines stronghold.
Sightings are now restricted to between 1 and 3 sites per year with birds turning up anywhere across the
region. All the sightings this year were from areas where this species have bred in the past. The first
sighting on 11 th June was of a 1 pair at Blishmire Close (Penyghent Fell). The birds flew off to the North;
the observer later returned to check for a post-breeding flock but couldn’t find one. There were also
sightings at Grimwith, an old stronghold for this species, with 3 birds seen in the NW corner on 18 th June
th
and 11thJuly and with a juvenile reported from the same area on the 24 (MVB,
JTo).
LESSER REDPOLL (Carduelis cabaret)
049 Sightings/13 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population may be in shallow decline.
Numbers have clearly declined nationally in recent years and, whilst once one could expect a few years ago
to see mixed flocks with roughly equal numbers of redpoll and siskin, they are now more usually a lot
more of the latter. 50 % of sightings came from two sites, Grimwith and Timble Ings between April and
October with peak counts of 7 and 30+ respectively. The Washburn generally was the easiest place to see
this species with by far the highest counts of the year coming from Lindley Wood on 23 rd and 24th April (a
flock of ~100 redpoll containing only 6 siskin – which is admittedly at odds with the opening comments)
and Fewston on 5 th October (a swirling flock of 100 in the larches). The species was distinctly scarce
elsewhere. The largest count from other parts was of a flock of ~20 at the Barden View Point in midNovember. There were occasional sightings of up to 5 birds around Otley and Ilkley, with the only garden
record being a first in the recorder’s Ilkley garden with a brief visit by a single bird on 14 th January, and of
1 or 2 birds in the Grassington and Grass Wood area. No records of breeding were received (BOG, KB,
JF, GF&AP, HG, SG, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, PD&JBP, PBR, JP, PP, DLR, PRo, E&PS, TV*).
COMMON CROSSBILL (Loxia curvirostra)
031 Sightings/05 Sites
Scarce breeding resident/passage/winter visitor: population erratic due to irruptive behaviour.
This is a scarce breeding bird which occasionally irrupts into the area from the continent. Such an event
occurred in 1997 and again in 2002 when the Review for that year recorded ‘…several reports of over one
hundred from the Barden, Timble Ings and Fewston areas and also one from Ilkley. There were many
other sightings such that in the second half of the year they were effectively quite common in the first three
th
areas right through to December… with one report from the Fewston dam wall of over 200 on 4
September’. In 2006, there were reports of various parties including young and totalling up to 22 from
Timble in the summer but reports subsequently petered out with the last being 3 near Fewston early in
December. This year the only sightings in the first half of the year were from Oughtershaw with up to 4
birds recorded several times in the first half of April. The first record in the autumn, on 3 rd August, was
from Timble Ings and most (80%) of the records of the year were of this flock around the ‘dragon-fly’
pools there, sometimes coming down to drink from them: the peak count of 30+ was in the latter half of
October. Sightings spilled over into nearby sites with single records from Swinsty (11 on 14th November),
Swinsty and Lippersley Pike. In the north the only record from Oughtershaw was of up to 5 in midDecember (DA, BOG, KB, C&FC, JF, GF&AP, HG, AJ, K&PL, DO&JF, JP, PBR, E&PS).
BULLFINCH (Pyrrhula pyrrhula)
086 Sightings/27 Sites
Common breeding resident: population stable with stronghold in Washburn.
There is a national downward trend (e.g. a 30% reduction in England between 1994 and 2006) which
continues to give considerable cause for concern, but there was again an extensive set of reports for our
area, which would suggest that they are doing reasonably well here with sightings usually from between
26-28 sites, a number of which are from members gardens. The majority of sightings come from midWharfedale and the Washburn with proportionately fewer records from the north: this year sightings from
st
there were surprisingly rare with the only two being of 2 birds in Grass Wood on 31
March and 2 at
th
Grimwith on 19 October. Sun Lane is very much a stronghold for this species with up to 12 birds counted
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on the 13 th January. The majority of sightings are of between 1 and 3 birds with occasional records of 4 or
6 (the higher figure usually being of family parties), although there was a record of 8 birds (5 males and 3
females) in a Ben Rhydding garden on 26 th December. Reports of juveniles were received between 26 th
June and 28 th July from Strid Woods, the Middleton area (2 records) and Otley (RB, D&AB, N&AB,
BOG, DB, KB, CJC, J&JD, JF, GF&AP, GSH, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo, E&PS,
B&PS, JTo, TV*).
REED BUNTING (Emberiza schoeniclus)
068 Sightings/20 Sites
Uncommon breeding resident/passage visitor: population probably stable.
This is a generally scarce but well-reported species, which is subject to local winter movement out of our
area and/or to lowland sites such as Otley. The impression is that numbers may be growing slowly in line
with the trend of 16% increase in England between 1994 and 2006.
Its strongholds are at Otley and
Grimwith; the peak counts were 10 at Otley on 9thJune (7 males, 3 females) and an amazing 13 on a circuit
st
of Grimwith seen by a birding group on 31 May.
Records are received from across mid-Wharfedale and
the Washburn: apart from Grimwith records are far less common from Upper Wharfedale although there
were sightings from Hebden Beck and Halton Gill this year. Young were recorded at Fewston (where 3
pairs raised 10 juveniles in May and June), Otley, Draughton Heights and Halton Gill (ABo*, N&AB,
BOG, DB, CJC, JF, GF&AP, HG, SG, AJ, GLe, GL*, K&PL, DO&JF, PD&JBP, JP, PP, PBR, DLR, PRo,
E&PS, JTo, TV*).
SNOW BUNTING (Plectrophenax nivalis)
001 Sightings/01 Sites
Rare passage migrant/winter visitor.
Local records are from moorland areas and usually from the southern Pennines (in the southern part of the
BOG area). Strangely for a species which is so rare in the area we now seem reliably to be able raise at
least one sighting every year – the species has been recorded every year since 1997 (after a gap of 8 years
from 1988). The region around Whetstone Gate is becoming the prime site for this species since all
sightings since 2005 have been from here and generally in November (apart from an additional March
sighting last year). This year a bird flew over Ilkley Moor on the track down from Whetstone Gate on 24th
November (BOG).
YELLOWHAMMER (Emberiza citrinella)
004 Sightings/04 Sites
Scarce breeding resident – it moves down the valley in winter. Population declining but just holding on.
The species is usually observed, albeit very infrequently, in the lower Washburn with the situation
worsening there by the year. There was only one record this year from the bird’s last stronghold NW of
Leathley of a single bird on 4 th April. Sadly, peak counts have declined from 5 birds in 2004 to 2 last year
and a single bird this year. There were two other sightings to help raise the gloom. Three pairs were seen
in May at Rougemont in the extreme east, reminding us that the species is less rare in the farmland to the
east of our area. The other was initially a surprising single sighting of a bird in Oughtershaw in July.
Gerald Light, the UWFS bird recorder was able to report that ‘…there are some yellowhammers in SE
Cumbria east of Sedbergh, some in mid Wensleydale (where he had seen them below Leyburn), and that
the last BTO Atlas had showed the occasional pair breeding in the Semerwater area. Birds from the latter
area flying up Raydale and over the top would naturally descend
somewhere near Oughtershaw, which would give some support to the
original suggestion by the observer that Oughtershaw could be on a
migration route’ (C&FC, GF&AP, PBR).
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2007: FIRST & LAST DATES FOR MIGRANTS

Annex A

First sightings at same location or same arrival date as last year are in bold and underlined.
Summer Visitors
Species Date

First Recording
Site

Oystercatcher 19/01 Otley Wetland
Little Ringed Plover
08/04
Lindley Wood Reservoir
Ringed Plover
08/01
Mossy Moor Reservoir
Common Sandpiper
06/04
Lower Grass Wood
Common Tern
21/04
Otley Wetland
Common Cuckoo
17/04
Denton Moor
European Nightjar
29/04
Washburn
Common Swift
18/04
Arncliffe
Sand Martin
Knotford, Otley Wetland
17/03
Barn Swallow
05/04 Fewston Reservoir
House Martin
15/04 Langbar
Tree Pipit
23/04
Lower Grass Wood
Yellow Wagtail
19/04
Otley Wetland
Common Redstart
16/04 Grass Wood
Whinchat
27/04 Barden Moor
Northern Wheatear
27/03 Hebden Beck
Ring Ouzel
12/04 Hebden Beck
Sedge Warbler
28/04
Otley Wetland43
Reed Warbler
27/04
Otley Wetland
Common Whitethroat
18/04
Dob Park Bridge
Garden Warbler
25/04
Norwood Bottom
Wood Warbler
26/04
Strid Wood
Willow Warbler
27/03
Chevin
Spotted Flycatcher
03/05
Timble Ings
Pied Flycatcher
13/04
Strid Wood
Linnet
11/03
Lindley Wood Reservoir

Date

Last Recording
Site

41
17/08 Hebden Beck
10/06
Kex Ghyll
31/07
Grimwith Reservoir
31/07
Grimwith Reservoir42
09/10
Otley Wetland
29/07
Burnsall
08/08
Washburn
19/08
Mossy Moor Reservoir
28/09
Otley Wetland
22/10 Otley Wetland
09/10 Burley
24/08
Kex Ghyll
04/09
Skirfare Bridge
01/09
Bland Hill
23/09 Grimwith
05/10 Beamsley Beacon
08/10 Middleton
04/09
Otley Wetland
15/09
Otley Wetland
07/09
Addingham Moorside
12/07
Gallows Hill
28/06 Grass Wood
01/10
Gallows Hill
09/09
Dob Park bridge
Denton
22/07
17/10
Oughtershaw

Winter Visitors
Species Date Site Date Site

Last dates

First Dates

Common Goldeneye
23/05
Knotford Nook
Waxwing
None at start of year
Fieldfare 01/05 Oughtershaw 29/09 Hebden Beck
Redwing 09/04 Middleton 28/09 Barden Fell
Brambling 11/04 Threshfield

13/10

Knotford Nook
None at end of year

03/10 Swinsty

There was a very early return of birds at the end of 2007 with the first bird recorded flying along the river at Grassington on
21st November: there were two further records in December (see text)
41
42
43

There was a rare winter visit to Swinsty on 20 th December (see text)

There was an earlier passage bird at Oughtershaw seen on a very early 13
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th

April: it stayed for a week.

Annex B
Species seen at Otley Wetland (2004 – 2007)
(The year is shown for species only seen once during this period)
Little grebe
Great crested grebe
Cormorant
Little Egret (2006)
Grey heron
White stork
Eurasian Spoonbill (2007)
Mute swan
Bewick swan (2004)
Whooper swan
Pink-footed goose
Greylag goose
Snow goose (2006)*
Canada goose
Barnacle goose (2006)*
Red-breasted goose (2007)*
Egyptian Goose (2005)
Common shelduck
Wigeon
Gadwall
Teal
Mallard
Pintail
Garganey (2006)
Shoveler
Red-crested pochard
Pochard Black-headed gull
Tufted duck
Scaup Herring gull Wheatear
Black scoter
Goldeneye
Goosander
Ruddy duck
Red kite
Buzzard
Sparrowhawk
Kestrel

*

Probable escapee
Seen every year

Hobby (2004)
Stock pigeon
Grey partridge Wood pigeon
Common pheasant
Collared dove
Cuckoo
Water rail
Barn owl (2007)
Moorhen
Tawny owl
Coot
Oystercatcher Little owl
Little plover
Swift
Ringed plover (2005)
Kingfisher Coal tit
Golden plover (2007)
Green woodpecker
Grey plover (2007)
Great-spotted woodpecker
Lapwing Lesser-spotted woodpecker
Dunlin
Woodlark (2006)
Ruff
Skylark Jay
Jack snipe
Sand martin
Snipe Swallow Jackdaw
Woodcock House martin Rook
Black-tailed godwit
Meadow pipit
Bar-tailed godwit
Yellow wagtail
Whimbrel
Grey wagtail
Curlew
Pied wagtail Chaffinch
Waxwing (2005)
Common redshank
Greenshank Dipper
Common sandpiper
Wren
Ruddy turnstone (2006)
Dunnock
Mediterranean gull
Robin Lesser redpoll
Redstart (2006)
Stonechat (2005)
Common gull
Yellow-legged Gull
Caspian Gull (2005)
Lesser black-backed gull
Greater black-backed gull
Common tern
Arctic tern
Black tern (2004)
Feral pigeon

Blackbird
Fieldfare Exotics
Song thrush
Redwing
Mistle thrush
Sedge warbler
Reed warbler
Lesser whitethroat (2004)

2004 2005 2006 2007 Total species
Annual total

113

110

115
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Whitethroat
Garden warbler
Blackcap
Chiffchaff
Willow warbler
Goldcrest
Long-tailed tit
Willow tit (2006)
Great tit
Blue tit
Treecreeper
Great Grey Shrike (2007)
Magpie
Crow
Starling
House sparrow
Greenfinch
Goldfinch
Siskin
Linnet
Bullfinch
Reed bunting
Black swan
Swan goose
Eastern Rosella
African grey parrot

( + Exotics)
139 ( + 4)
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